Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools

Arapahoe County, n=2,767
Q4 How do you feel about masking in indoor school settings?
Answered: 2,737

Skipped: 30
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Q3 Provide written comment here for the Board of Health to consider
Answered: 2,465

Skipped: 302

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Children who are not vaccinated, too young to be vaccinated should be protected by universal
masking in that age group. Grades 7 and up should be suggested.

8/16/2021 12:07 PM

2

We are such large counties, that there should be a difference for rural and urban areas. Please
consider offering school districts to make the final decisions and you make recommendations
for the schools. Students didn’t spread the virus last year in our schools, they contacted it
outside of the school setting.

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

3

“The Science” does NOT reflect the efficacy of masking of children for prevention of spread of
SARS-CoV 2 (or any other virus for that matter) in a school environment. For you to issue
mask mandates for my children is tantamount to state-sponsored child abuse!

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

4

Thank you for updating school mask mandate to reflect the opinions of health care leaders.
After attending Back to School night last Thursday saw no social distancing in class. CDC,
WHO AAP and CDE all state 3 feet min. of social distance in classroom along with universal
masking and other layers of protection. The two top layers of protection are not being met. The
school is now requiring masks but still no social distancing in classroom nor in the cafeteria.
This is still a cause of concern. Several schools in APS closed last year yet school is at full
capacity and no space for social distancing. Questions regarding masking: Will students have
mask breaks? This is important as masking can cause headaches and more dehydration.
School water and mask breaks along with education on Covid 19 Coronavirus. Also, proper
wearing of mask, for example, not touching masks and wearing over nose. This will help
students understand what is happening and why and help them to better protect themselves.
We feel that masks should be universal until there is a better understanding of the disease and
the community is at a high rate of vaccination where the disease can no longer spread
rampantly and evolve into new variants. The decision should be based on the most up to date
science and not on public discomfort and opinion. It would be helpful for parents to have more
information based on science for the correct way to protect kids. For example, what type of
pediatric masks are best for children and how to wear them. What is going on in Colorado and
our community as kids are the most vulnerable without a vaccination and the politics that is
now coming into play during this pandemic. Our hope goin forward is that TCHD movement and
decisions are based on science and community safety rather than a "wait and see" approach.
As a parent, I would appreciate more transparency, standards and decisions based on science
and data. Also looking ahead instead of what is happening at this moment so that risks can be
mitigated in regard to disease. Metro denver is made up of several cities with a large
population, this should also be considered when decision making. Going city by city or county
is complicating decisions for masking. We are all connected in one metro area and this should
also be considered as well. Everyone is making their own decisions and this is complicating
things during covid as well. thank you for your time

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

5

All I ask is to let this be decided by the parents. This should be 100% the parents choice on if
their children should or should not wear a mask. We the parents know what is best for our
children and when it comes to my children I will do what’s best for them. I know everything
about my children’s health and I know what they need. As for the bullying, that is a double
edge sword. There are many examples/videos showing people going around bullying other
people for not wearing a mask online and I have see it with my own eyes in real life. So the
bullying side has no ground. It’s time for your department to back off and let the parents
decide. Stop pulling our children into this political debate. So once again I say, let the parents
decide. Thank you

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

6

Please, please protect our children by requiring masks across the schools in Arapahoe county!
This should not be a difficult decision. Given the current state of the Covid variants, we should
all be masking in public places. Please, do the right thing!

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

7

The risks of children wearing a mask are more detrimental to their mental well-being and ability
to learn how to socialize than the threat of the virus for school-age children.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM
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8

Parental choice. Not a one-size-fits-all. And no proof of vaccination.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

9

I strongly oppose a mask mandate. Schools have proven not to be a source of any significant
spread. As someone with hearing damage from military service, I rely on supplimening what I
hear with reading lips. According to the CDC, 1-3% of children have permanent hearing loss.
This number dwarfs the number of COVID cases in children, especially those with significant
consequences. When children cannot hear, they will not listen. When children do not listen,
they will not learn. The purpose of schools is to learn, and requiring masks will negatively
affect learning.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

10

I support universal masking when emergency declarations are is place. I support choice of
parents and children on both sides of the issue. If masks are mandated I support proper PPE
not cloth. The question below does not have an answer that I support

8/16/2021 12:03 PM

11

Masks are not scientifically proven to stop coronaviruses. The science proves otherwise. The
enforcement of a mask mandate is damaging to our kids' health their psyche, plus youth
recover quickly from coronaviruses, which makes mask-wearing even moreso unwarranted.

8/16/2021 12:02 PM

12

There have been no studies showing masks for school age children provide any benefit to the
children or are helpful to prevent the spread of COVID19. The only American studies that have
been done were from schools that were already mandating masks. The studies showed no
significant spread from these schools. However, no control group study was done in schools
not requiring the mask. A comparison of the spread between masked schools vs unmasked
schools would show the effects of masks - but we don't have that data. We simply don't know
if masks have any effect. What we do know is masks make the vast majority of students
uncomfortable, get dirty & impede non-verbal expression. We also do not know the long term
effects of mask wearing on children i.e. will they become a "security blanket" for some, that is
later hard to do without? Our health department should consider all data driven information
available, not be fooled by faults "studies". Public health decisions that will be a known benefit
the largest part of the population are what should be put forth from the health department.
Please do not diminish the respect citizens should have for the health board by issuing
recommendations because, "it might be helpful", "it couldn't hurt" or "we want everyone to feel
safe". Only issuing recommendations that have a known benefit will probably result in fewer
recommendations, but people will have more respect for these recommendations and be more
likely to follow them. School Boards can issue mandates or recommendations based on their
community needs and support. They should not abdicate their responsibilities by pushing
difficult decisions over to the health department recommendations. Only issue
recommendations known to have a benefit to the majority of the public. That is your job & it
will help the public respect recommendations.

8/16/2021 12:02 PM

13

I support optional masks

8/16/2021 12:01 PM

14

Masks optional. Parents don't need TCHD to tell them what is best for their kids. Questions 4
doesn't offer " optional masking" which is what I favor

8/16/2021 12:01 PM

15

These kids have a very hard time playing sports with the masks on they can’t breath. It’s also
a distraction for the kids with ADHD all they do is play with their masks. If the kids got the
shot then they have nothing to worry about. The masks should be voluntary.

8/16/2021 12:01 PM

16

Children's brains need oxygen to grow. Breathing fresh air boosts immunity by increasing
oxygen intake, in turn helping white blood cells function properly to kill bacteria and germs. I
think you would find that most nuerologists would attest to this fact. The Bill of Rights, the US
Constitution, and bible secure our freedom against arbitrary and inane mandates to keep our
children from breathing oxygen. There is no need for masks which A) do not work, as the virus
particles are smaller than the protective cloth masks. IF this was truly a problem, our children
would be in the same protective gear as virologists. B) this virus has a 99.9% recovery rate
without medical intervention. Putting our children in masks creates long lasting psychological
issues, decreases their immune response because they are not getting adquate oxygen,
rebreathing their CO2, and compounds any virus they may come in contact with. Furthermore,
we have the issue of vaccine shedding. There is a surge because the vaccinated are shedding
in their environments, not because this is truly a dangerous virus. Our children should be
BUILDING their immune systems, not tearing them down with masks. Sunshine, rest, an
environment free of toxins (ie all the sanitizers we are spraying in their environment, and
forcing them to put all over their bodies), community. All the masks due is encourage fear and
distrust about their environment, this virus, and each other. Fear weakens the immune system.
Human connection bolsters it. Your natural skin microbiome protects against invading
pathogens, sanitizers compromise it's function. Hugs decreast the realse of cortisol (the stress

8/16/2021 12:00 PM
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hormone), can decrease blood pressure and heart rate in stressful situations and can
strengthen the immune system. As a parent who saw too many of my child's friends barely
make it academically and mentally through the last year, I plead with you to remember the
immense toll this is taking on the mental well-being of our kids. We are raising a whole
generation of children would now distrust their environment and each other. It is completely
unnecessary. Finally, we have to stop saying our kids are resilient. They are not anymore.
They have no choice. We don't know how this will all effect them long term. It is not a child's
job to keep adults safe. It is not their job to protect teachers from getting sick. That is no their
responsibility to bear. They are NOT killers just wanting to infect someone with virus. They are
healthy, living, breathing, beautiful children and they don't deserve any of this crazy the world
has put them through the last 18 month. So just stop it. We ALL need to be accountable for
our OWN health. If a teacher feels afraid, then THEY can wear a mask. Take responsibility for
YOUR OWN health.
17

As a parent of a preschooler, an active community member, a physician, and member of the
Colorado Vaccine Equity Taskforce (CVET), I support universal masking in all indoor school
settings. A safe learning environment for our children is the priority for schools, and instituting
a universal mask mandate will ensure protection for all students and staff. The goal of this
public health action is not only to prevent further disruption to our children's education and
control the spread of the Delta variant, but to also protect younger children who have not yet
had the opportunity to be vaccinated. It is also important to note that historically
disenfranchised communities have unequal access to remote learning environments and
childcare options, which could negatively impact children's learning potential and parents'
ability to stay in the workforce. The threat of not using a universal mask mandate in schools
goes beyond education, hence this public health tool should be implemented together with all
other mitigation strategies available. Our best chance at normalcy during this terrible pandemic
can be achieved when we prioritize keeping our schools and hospitals open. Thank you

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

18

I strongly support students in Littleton Schools having a mask mandate at this current time. As
the Delta Variant surges it's not worth the risk to the community and our families to have
children getting sick and spreading the virus to both vaccinated and unvaccinated people and
stressing our medical system further. I am a private music teacher and am requiring all my
students to wear masks at their lessons for now. If we can stop the transmission until
everyone is vaccinated we can all get back to 'normal' life. I haven't found communication to
be dramatically affected by masks and it's a small price to pay to get this under control. I am
older and have had significant medical issues in the past few years. Even though I'm 'fine' now
- the time, pain and cost of illness isn't something anyone wants to endure. It isn't just the
virus infection at the time - we still don't know what the long term effects of this virus might be
for children in the future. Yes Masks Please!

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

19

On May 25, 2021 Colorado Children’s Hospital put out a statement that kids mental health was
the chief complaint in emergency rooms. More kids are dying from suicide than from COVID
and until the mental health crisis is properly addressed by the school districts, I don’t think
masking children should even be a topic of conversation. If masks were as effective as you
claim, why are we forcing children who are in close proximity of a positive case, out of school
for 2 weeks with no symptoms? Even with a rapid test, which you don’t accept, it’s like pulling
teeth to get kids back into school. Never in our history have we masked children for the flu
which kills more children than COVID. So why now? Why are we continuing to damage the
fragile mental health of our children for your own power and control? I recently found my child
on the bathroom floor after a failed suicide attempt greatly due to your failures as a school
district to protect my daughter. I pray you never experience this and hope you realize the
damage you are doing is far greater than COVID will ever be.

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

20

Protecting our community means balancing the risks to our community’s physical health as
well as mental health. Colorado has high vaccination rates, low hospital bed usage, and low
mortality. And the Covid mortality risk for kids is incredibly low. No one knows the long term
effects of masks on learning, development, and emotional health. Many children are learning to
read and understand facial expressions and social cues. There are kids with speech delays
and this is a very important time for them to learn how to pronounce words. Wearing a mask
limits these crucial developments and could erode their self-confidence, which puts their
mental health at great risk. And they have already been affected so much from the prior school
year. Parents know their kids needs far better than the government. Parents should be able to
choose whether they want their kids to wear a mask or not. Right now the risk to kids mental
health is greater than their physical health risk and masks should only be mandated if physical
health risks become greater.

8/16/2021 11:58 AM

369 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
21

I am begging for Tri-County to follow the lead of your own expert advice and implement a mask
mandate for the schools in the Tri-County area. My child attends LPS which seems to be one
of the last standing districts that hasn't updated their guidelines to require masks at the very
least for children under the age of 12. I dropped my daughter off to school and immediately
broke into tears. It felt more like dropping her off for war without the proper equipment to
protect herself. I bent down and in tears reminded her that wearing a mask was for her to
protect herself. She squeezed my hand and said "I know mommy, it's going to be ok." My 6
year old understands the necessity of taking precautionary measures more than what seems
to be a lot of adults in our area. For some reason the school districts leadership, who is there
to oversee and give insight to education, not health and wellness, thinks that it is up to them to
decided what is best for our children. If that's the case, I suppose that I should stop taking my
child to her pediatrician for her annual checkups and sick visits and I should start scheduling
those at the LPS district building, since they seem to know everything about my child's health
and wellness?!? I would like for someone, anyone, to show me the data on how many child
deaths there have been related to wearing a mask at school. None, there have been none, and
that is why it shouldn't be a question on wether they should wear a mask or not. I understand
the want to not mask up, we all do, nobody is waking up excited every day to have to wear
one, but the point is that the benefit of not wearing one doesn't outweigh the risk of catching
covid or having exposure. If an adult had a job that required them to still wear a mask in order
to work, would they do it (even if it was begrudgingly) because the job required it or would they
just say "I quit" because this isn't fair and I don't want to. The number of people that would
suck it up and get over it because it's their job and lively hood certainly outweighs the number
of people that could/would quit. The kids are resilient, they all made it through last year, they
had the chance to attend school in person because of the precautions. This year not every
district is even offering an online option, LPS included, so not sending them to school in
person with these new willy nilly guidelines isn't an option. Furthermore, at least at LPS, they
aren't even following the guidelines of the other precautions like social distancing. LPS
purchases new classroom furniture and now instead of being able to sit at a desk 6 feet apart,
they are sitting in table groups of 2-4 with less than 12 inches of space between each other. So
no masks and no social distancing??? We need someone to make our children's safety a
priority. Please, please, PLEASE implement a mask mandate at minimum for the children 12
and under and even better would be if all of the school in the district were required to wear one.
It's no different than going to school or work and wearing a uniform. Thank you for you time. I
know this must be exhausting!

8/16/2021 11:57 AM

22

Our children are being deprived the basic and detrimental developmental needs of
socialization, facial cues, speech development (seeing lips and their movement correctly)
while in masks. Our children have been unmasked all summer, after school they are
unmasked, on weekends they are unmasked. This is developing new strains like the flu. Keep
a sick child home and let those who wish to be unmasked remain unmasked. Let those who
want to mask, mask! This is personal choice…just as there are exemptions to vaccines there
should be the ability to choose whether we mask a child or not. I have chosen at this time to
withdraw my kids and homeschool them here in cherry creek as our Superintendent deceived
us. We were able to bring in 100s of dollars in supplies unmasked on a Thursday after being
told we will remain unmasked. Then Friday at closing time for the offices we receive the news
we are to mask our kids basically until they get the vaccine and even once they have them
may need to remain masked. With a 99% survival rate especially among kids, and the vaccine
clearly not doing its job besides creating ASYMPTOMATIC spreaders this is absurd! Children
are being denied for wanting to breathe fresh air, to focus, to not fidget with a mask all day. Our
kids deserve better. Our kids deserve consistency. After speaking with multiple occupational
therapist and speech therapists as well as developmental psychologists for just my family
alone they are all in agreement this is a huge setback for kids especially the young ones.
Please make the right choice for the kids in this community and do not blindly accept that
masking and vaccinating are successful options at preventing any virus let alone keeping it
from spreading. We do not do this for any other illness. I’ve never once seen anyone here
mask for flu, for measles, for colds!

8/16/2021 11:56 AM

23

Keeping schools open is more important than not making kids/staff wear masks. The CDC is
recommending mask-wearing indoors even among vaccinated so why wouldn't people in the
school setting wear masks? With the level of breakthrough cases, I just don't understand why
people aren't required to wear masks in schools and classrooms. We should prioritize
school/learning and sports/activities, which are more likely to be able to continue if everyone
masks up.

8/16/2021 11:56 AM

24

All countries pursuing COVID-suppression strategy are doing much better both socially and

8/16/2021 11:56 AM
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economically than those pursuing so-called mitigation strategy such as the US. People
obviously have much more freedom in a society with no or little COVID than that with COVID
infectors everywhere. Universal masking keeps the reopening of the society and economy
going and thus provides more freedom to individuals in return at a very small cost of freedom
of choice. Given the current COVID situation in the US, especially for unvaccinated children,
and the highly worrisome transmissibility of the Delta variant, as a researcher investigating
SARS-CoV-2 transmission and father of a 1st-grader, I strongly believe that if the schools do
not want to be overwhelmed by outbreaks this Fall, universal masking is necessary, preferably
with better (N95/FFP3) masks.
25

Masking should be for families to decide. There is no emergency declaration for Arapahoe
County. Therefore, you are simply bending to the pressure from those wanting masks. This is
not necessary and not warranted. You are overstepping your bounds. Thank you for the work
you do, but this is not something you should be deciding. Districts should be able to decide
based on the current situation. If there are students who want to wear masks, they can. The
school districts could also designate buildings/schools for mask wearers, but making all kids
wear masks is not ok. This should be a choice. Your question below is not fair. It's not that I
don't support masking. I believe that people can and should act in their own best interest. If
someone is immunocompromised or believes masks work, then he/she should wear one.
However, it should be a choice and why wasn't that a question...How do you feel about
masking in indoor school settings? Your 3 questions plus the following: I support freedom of
choice. Wearing a mask should be left up to the individual and families to decide.

8/16/2021 11:55 AM

26

Thank you for your work! Please help us protect students and staff with a universal mask
mandate regardless of age (not just under 12). Many older students have younger,
unvaccinated siblings at home; even if vaccinated, these student present a risk to their family
and community. Many school districts continue to be unwilling to help, even for kids under 12.
We need your help. People's lives depend on it. Please do not leave room for a religious
objection. These are being used to subvert mask requirements in schools with no real basis in
religion.

8/16/2021 11:55 AM

27

I do not feel it is the position of the Tri-county health department to tell parents they need to
put masks on their children. Many adults and students already were vaccinated to not wear a
mask and now you want people to mask again…. COVID-19 is a virus it will never go away.
People need to make the best medical decision for their family and their medical
circumstances. This is America, not a dictatorship.

8/16/2021 11:55 AM

28

Please do not torture our developing children by requiring them to wear masks. The vast
majority of human interaction is nonverbal. Anywhere from 70 to 93 percent of communication
is unspoken. Human beings of all ages are social creatures; we’re constantly looking for nonverbal cues and seeking the affirmation of others. This is especially true of elementary-school
kids, who are just beginning to learn how to interact with their peers. If everyone wears masks,
these interactions are more difficult for children to navigate, and a child’s social development
could be stunted.

8/16/2021 11:55 AM

29

I encourage TCHD to implement a universal mask mandate in all school districts it advises at
least until the under 12 group is eligible for vaccination. Without one, districts run the risk of
constant interruptions in education for their students and can potentially put a strain on the
safety and well-being of the entire community as a result of the spread of infection. If the goal
is to get kids back in school and keep them there so they can thrive during their development,
optional masking policies threaten that goal. A highly contagious variant is making its way
through the community and many are choosing not to follow guidelines suggested by the CDC,
AAP, TCHD, and other experts. Guidelines are pointless if half of the population refuses to
follow them due to lack of understanding the science. If TCHD has acknowledged it is
dangerous for kids to be at school without universal masking, not taking action would be
negligent.

8/16/2021 11:54 AM

30

Do not mask our kids

8/16/2021 11:54 AM

31

We believe masks should be optional for children. According to many sources, including one
by Oxford epidemiologists there is no evidence that masks inhibit the spread of covid. Kids are
at extremely low risk of becoming ill with covid, and extremely low risk of death. THere is also
the concern for the impact masks have on socialization and interaction among children. We
live in America, and need to protect our liberties by giving individuals choice. Please do not
require masks to be worn in school!

8/16/2021 11:54 AM

32

I do not support this office making any recommendations based on a number of reasons. 1.

8/16/2021 11:54 AM
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This is not the job of this office. 2. Masking is a parental choice and must remain that way. 3.
Children and teens are not at risk for this virus unless they are high risk in general and immune
compromised, as some of my children are, and it is the responsibility of the families to decide
how best to protect their children (as we do) NOT the job of any elected or un-elected official to
decide how we mitigate risk for "the common good". 4. Children should NEVER bear the
burden of keeping unhealthy adults safe from a virus. 5. It should be this boards focus
regarding health - to champion healthy lifestyles to combat viral illness including common
sense hygiene, healthy foods and vitamins proven to reduce risk and severity (often all
together prevention) of viral illness, exercise, and a focus on mental health (including health
habits for the body as well as the mind (more sunshine less screens). 5. We have an epidemic
of mentally unwell children and teens, and need to address that as a priority.
https://www.cpr.org/2021/05/25/covid-mental-health-childrens-hospital-colorado/?
fbclid=IwAR3x7cGoEo6c1GjMMLEox84vHzGhT42JJFEMb9C3MgGYLXeIamqa9A222KQ
33

These decisions should be made at the local school levels with an understanding of their own
school population and conditions. This seems to be a one-size fits all attempt by tri-county
health. I can't imagine how little kids under the age of 11 are going to learn well while they are
fidgeting with their mask, sucking on their mask, twirling their mask, getting hot in their mask
and trying to pay attention to a teacher who is muffled in his/her mask. Furthermore, I feel like
there should be a 4th option on the next question. Those answers make it sound like you are
either -For masking in all situation or against it in all situation. They don't leave any room for
there to be some in-between

8/16/2021 11:53 AM

34

WE DO NOT WANT OUR CHILDREN OR TEACHERS WEARING MASKS! We believe it is
every parent's personal choice and that it should be left to US to make. If mandates happen,
the level of revolt will be noticeable in our community. We want our lives back and for your to
stop telling us what to do as people and as parents.

8/16/2021 11:52 AM

35

Based on PPE standards the type of masks being used do not comply with the standards and
are not being used at the properly. By forcing children or adults to wear mass is actually more
detrimental to a persons health than going around and just breathing like normal. You as a
health department/board can only give a suggestion to the community, you cannot force
anybody to wear a face mask that is not your job. Your job and sole purpose is to advise what
is best for the community based on real scientific data not politically motivated misinformation
and let people decide how, when and where they are going to present themselves in a manner
that is best for their health and their family’s health. The health department and the school
board have no place telling a parent whether or not they are allowed to have their child without
a mask or force a child to wear a mask against a parents decisions. Based on information
given on studies with children wearing facemasks the oxygen percentage goes down while the
CO2 levels go above the unsafe levels due to prolonged use. When we breathe out part of our
body’s job is to expel bacteria to keep it healthy that also increases our immune system but
when we’re forced to wear a mask over your face it traps all that bacteria and it becomes a
breeding ground, not only do you end up breathing that back in it also traps anything that’s
floating in the air on the outside of your mask in the moisture and you breathe that through the
mask because it is not the correct PPE and does not have the correct filtration that is needed
to keep viruses, germs and bacteria out. When people wear a face mask it collects germs so
do your hands and all of your epidermis not to mention your eyes that are exposed and viruses
are everywhere germs are everywhere and you takeoff the face mask and then you rub your
eyes with your hands or you put your hands in your mouth because you’re eating food or
maybe there’s something stuck in your gums so all of that has just voided out wearing a face
mask therefore leave it up to a parent whether or not their student needs to wear a face mask
and leave it up to an adult whether or not they need to wear a face mask while in school.

8/16/2021 11:52 AM

36

It is critical for students to be in-person for school. Masking is a simple and essential step to
keep our kids safe and learning in-person. We have dress code requirements that have no
impact on health - so there is no reason not to have a mask requirement during a pandemic.

8/16/2021 11:51 AM

37

It’s not necessary for the young kids especially! They are not the problem

8/16/2021 11:51 AM

38

It is in the best interest of our children to not require masks in schools. The percentage of kids
that get severely ill or die from COVID-19 is too low to mandate masks and the long term
effects of masking children is mentally and emotionally damaging.

8/16/2021 11:51 AM

39

Please require masks indoors for all schools regardless of vaccination status

8/16/2021 11:50 AM

40

Dear TriCounty Health and Cherry Creek School Board members, Please make it known my
family COMPLETELY disagrees with the recently changed mask mandate. Why do we not

8/16/2021 11:49 AM
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have a choice, does our opinion as parents not matter? Does our choice mean less than
others? Are we no longer the parents of our own children, I think not! According to your recent
meeting your rationale was as follows. I have inserted my personal rebuttal to those rationales:
1. Protection for those unable to vaccinate, More difficult social distancing The risk to kids is
so minimal that there is no reason to vaccinate. However I am not against vaccines. I am
vaccinated and look forward to more research and progress to combate this virus and other
illnesses however Children need to be around other children for mutual learning, playing and
healthy social development. Social distancing them is exactly the opposite of a healthy social
learning environment for children. 2. Potential impact on secondary spread Compromising
children's immune systems by having them breathe carbon monoxide, sweat and spit all day
will be much, much worse for their immune systems. The majority of the symptoms have been
very minor. Death also have been VERY minimal. I agree we do not want anyone to die, just
like the flu, some children or adults will succumb to the virus. 3. Enhance In-person learning
(fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks) Now this is good! Isolating is already happening
with masks on. Children can't communicate properly. They have no idea if someone is smiling
at them. No idea if they are being accepted by their teachers. No idea if they should be happy
or not. Not being able to release healthy endorphins by smiling will be a spiral to a mental
health irreversible disaster that will long outlast the covid virus or variant #1, #2, #3 and the
others to follow (just like the flu). 4. Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask
wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption. We are not asking for
everyone to wear a mask, it's their choice. Kids are not bullying each other and if they are
being rude or mean then there are consequences. We can't put our children in a bubble and
hope they never get their feelings hurt, it's going to happen. Let's teach them to cope with
disagreements and about consequences as well as be assertive and confident to express their
feelings without being a victim. The way this decision was made was completely
unacceptable. Flip flopping your decision based on the minority view that others want to wear
masks to keep them safe is absolutely lacking evidence, data, science and common sense
and basic human decency. We were not presented with ANY facts! Covid poses almost no risk
to our children! Here are some the facts; 4.2 million have tested positive for Covid and a total
of .0008 percent have died. The flu has killed more in a season the covid in 1.5 years! Not
once did any of YOU suggest having our kids wear masks during flu season which is more
dangerous than Covid. Why did you not wear masks yourself during the flu season, why?
41

Children are statistically not susceptible to covid. The flu is much more dangerous statistically
to children and there have never been mask mandates until now. I understand the knee jerk
reaction when covid first started spreading throughout the US and the world in 2020, but we
should use a little common sense at this point since there is literally NO information out there
supporting masking children. If parents choose to have their children mask up at school then
that is their business but DO NOT punish everyone for the few that demand their kids wear
masks. My children literally started crying when we told them they may be required to wear a
mask again. It is psychologically harmful to children and totally unnecessary. If you’re serious
about masks the only thing that provides any protection at all is a properly fitted N95 mask so
lets stop pretending cloth masks even work. The older children and adults have more than
likely been vaccinated so we should at least pretend the vaccine works? Otherwise if it doesn’t
please let me know and I will not bother with it. Colorado is not a high risk state. Our hospitals
are not even close to capacity. We have to move on at some point and choose to live rather
than succumb to the fear and drama created by the national media and people with a political
agenda. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:49 AM
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Delta is twice as transmissible as the original strain. This virus is extremely contagious . Kids
are becoming very ill. I don’t have the option for remote/online learning this year, since the LPS
district removed online option. I’m more concerned this year with delta and lambda than I was
last school year. I am very concerned about my unvaccinated kids (under 11). I don’t
understand why masks are optional at schools. How many kids need to die before people take
this public health crisis seriously? Please don’t sacrifice our kids for some political propaganda
for “freedom”. Our kids deserve better and have everyone wear masks in schools especially
under 11 years old. Put our kids welfare above politics please.

8/16/2021 11:49 AM
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Please consider that young people need social interaction including the important face to face
and nonverbal interaction that no face mask necessitates for healthy social and psychological
growth and development. Depression and suicide are serious effects of the masking,
distancing, and distance learning. The masks also make breathing difficult and harbor many
germs as most people do not take good care of them them or discard them when needed. The
masks do not stop the virus particles that are smaller and their efficacy is dubious. Please do
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not mandate the masks. Asthmatic children especially suffer from wearing them. No masks
please. Thank you.
44

My daughter with MS and 3 vulnerable grandchildren (9m, 4y, 7y) need your protection with a
universal mask mandate for schools for kids 2 years and older and all staff in childcare
settings. Please protect my babies. My older grandchildren need to be at school - their mental
health has been impacted since March 2020 with homeschooling. You can see low mask
compliance in our community settings, we need you to issue a mask mandate ASAP for
schools to keep in-person learning as long as possible.

8/16/2021 11:48 AM
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I fully support a mask mandate in schools where children under age 12 are present. I think this
is the best way to keep our kids safe and to keep schools open. I send my child (under age
12) to school every day with a mask, but his health is at risk when other unvaccinated kids are
unmasked at school. Alternatively, I also would support universal masking in all indoor school
settings.

8/16/2021 11:48 AM
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I believe it is a personal choice to wear or not wear a mask and should not be mandated for
any reason. Our children’s lives and mental health have been destroyed in the last year and
half. Please don’t put masks on them again!!!

8/16/2021 11:47 AM
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Please consider allowing families to make their own decision about their children’s health and
well being. This virus will be around for years to come, similar to the flu. We need to learn to
live with it and take appropriate precaution for all sicknesses.

8/16/2021 11:47 AM
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I’m against masking. Children do exceptionally well if they get the virus. Adults can get the
vaccine if they are not comfortable being around unvaccinated children - very few are unable to
vaccinate. There is more mental health issues with kids HAVING TO wear masks than actual
bullying of mask wearers.

8/16/2021 11:47 AM
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I urge you, as parent with a child in CCSD and a physician, to consider a mask mandate for all
K-12 students for the following reasons: 1. Studies have demonstrated that universal masking
decreases COVID-19 transmission, that schools with mask mandates have less transmission
than schools with only recommendations, and that universal masking decreases the need for
physical distancing. -Those less than 12 are ineligible for vaccination. In the tricounty area,
less than 50% of 12-15 year olds are fully vaccinated and in those 16-17 years 50-62% are
fully vaccinated and rates vary by county (data from TCHD website). -Pediatric COVID-19
infections have been increasing over the past several weeks. This will worsen if schools do not
have a mask mandate. -Although hospitalizations are less common in children than adults,
children are still at risk for severe infection and potential complications following infection
(MIS-C). -Children will benefit from being in-person for learning without disruptions due to
infection, quarantine and school closures. The use of universal masking in schools will limit
this.

8/16/2021 11:47 AM
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Masks are an important, first step, in controlling the spread of disease - including Covid.

8/16/2021 11:46 AM
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Why isn’t there an option in #4 below that mentions “following science” or “following data” rather
than how anyone “feels”? The options offered do not appear to be based on rational or
observable facts.

8/16/2021 11:46 AM
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I’m for “mask choice” for children, because each child and family is different and we should all
weigh the risks and benefits for our own children. Masking isn’t a “one size fits all”, especially
in preschool and kindergarten.

8/16/2021 11:44 AM
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I believe it is a person’s choice to wear a mask but it should never be a mandate.

8/16/2021 11:44 AM
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Julie vincelette

8/16/2021 11:44 AM
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I am in favor of masking in all public school settings, regardless of age. Masking is an easy
way to protect students, teachers, school personnel, and family members with no
repurcussions to those that are asked to mask. I don’t understand why school districts are not
making masks mandated if the CDC is recommending that.

8/16/2021 11:43 AM
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TCHD has seen the medical and scientific advice from countless sources and now it’s time to
put politics and preferences aside and protect our children. While CCSD parents appreciate the
recommendation to our superintendent to make PK-6 it’s not enough. Even vaccinated older
students could bring the virus home to younger siblings and this grade cutoff doesn’t take into
account the number of 7th graders who are not yet 12 and therefore still won’t be fully
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vaccinated for months. Please mandate masks for everyone in PK-12 settings. We need you
to keep our children safe and healthy!
57

There is no scientific data that children are getting COVID let alone dying from it at exponential
rates. If someone wants to mask their child, that’s their decision. If someone else does not
want to mask their child, that is also their decision. STOP TAKING THE CHOICE FROM THE
PARENTS.

8/16/2021 11:42 AM
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Let’s protect ALL our kids and families with a masking mandate.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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As a data scientist I do not believe that masks should be required for any child, but especially
not those in high school who have been vaccinated. The "Science" doesn't support such a
finding in any way, shape or form. They issue at play is do we listen to the hyperbole, nonfactual emotional argument, or do we care for the physical and mental well being of our
children.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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In the midst of an exponentially more contagious variant, it is beyond reckless to, at a
minimum, not require universal masking in school settings where there are children under 12
that are not eligible for vaccination. With the current COVID climate and rates, universal
masking in all school settings is not only logical but it is also the stance of the CDC. This is
based on science and is irrefutable. To minimize COVID spread and maximize undisrupted inperson learning (on a student, class and district basis), masking is paramount, especially in
the younger populations that are ineligible for the vaccine and have no other defense. After all
that our children have endured over the last year and a half, it is unconscionable to jeopardize
their health and academic pursuit with the completely unnecessary risk of not requiring
universal masking.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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I support universal mask mandate in the school setting. This is in agreement with CDC
recommendations that support universal masks to be worn in school settings regardless of
vaccination status. I am hopeful that this is the outcome. I have one vaccinated and one
unvaccinated child (he is not yet eligible) and feel that it is the responsibility of our schools to
help keep our children safe. Masks have been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of
viruses.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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Please adopt universal masking in all schools.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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I am the parent of three girls who attend school in the Littleton Public School district, two of
whom are too young to be vaccinated. They are wearing masks to school and in all indoor
public spaces, but their protection is much lower than it would be if all students and staff were
wearing masks. I firmly believe that the right to protect my child's life is much stronger than
other individuals' rights to not have a covering over their faces! Please also consider the
following points shared by Dr. Alex Huffman, Associate Professor of Chemistry at University of
Denver... 1. COVID-19 can be transmitted in several ways, but is primarily an airborne disease
transmitted by viral aerosols that are inhaled at highest concentration within a few feet of an
infected person and that can also build-up indoors. This means masks, distancing, outdoors,
and ventilation are imp. preventative actions. Much of the spread still comes from
asymptomatic people who don’t know they’re contagious. 2. Delta is much more contagious
than the original strain or earlier variants (i.e. 1,000x times more virus in the body) and is now
dominant in Colorado. The vaccine is very safe and wildly effective (even against Delta). Given
the transmissibility (R0 > 6), one would expect community spread until ~90+% are vaccinated.
The Tri-Counties area of Colorado is still well under that threshold, and transmission is >3x the
value CDPHE considers “high risk.” 3. Children under 12 won’t be vaccine-approved for at least
several months. Meanwhile, the Delta variant is infecting children in much higher numbers
around the country and in Colorado. Even if many cases are mild, kids can spread to others,
and ‘Long-COVID’ leads to physical and neurological effects that could last a lifetime. 4.
COVID is much, much more contagious than last year. Schools districts like LPS point to low
transmission last year as a deciding point on whether to enact stronger preventative steps this
year. That is dangerous and faulty logic. The CDC stated that “the war has changed” because
of the Delta variant. Preventative actions (see below) need to be much stronger, including
mask mandates for everyone indoors on school property. 5. Masks are effective at protecting
both you and everyone else by reducing aerosol- and droplet-based spread of COVID and other
infectious diseases. There is plenty of scientific evidence to support this, including lab studies,
modeling data, and community studies. Plenty more evidence is available here. I’m an aerosol
scientist and I’ve been deeply engaged. Trust me. I’m happy to answer questions or help you
follow other experts on social media.

8/16/2021 11:39 AM
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I have a 8th grader and senior. Both feel that masks would be the safest option. Neither feels
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comfortable going against the norm; when the majority of students and teachers are NOT
wearing them. I feel like until the schools have a certain percentage of vaccinations in place then the entire population should mask.
65

No masks please! The children are not at risk and it’s up to the adults to get vaccinated.

8/16/2021 11:38 AM
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I live in the Littleton school district and I teach elementary music in the Cherry Creek school
district. I was relieved when Cherry Creek recently announced a mask mandate for pre-K
through grade 6. I believe that wearing masks will help to keep our students healthy while
attending school and that they need to be able to learn in person. Since so many of our
students are not even eligible to get vaccinated, I think it's irresponsible to allow for masks to
be recommended, but not required. Our students are adaptive and resilient, and they can wear
masks while they are at school. I hope that the board of health for Tri County will make a mask
mandate to maintain in person learning for all students and keep as many students healthy and
safe as possible.

8/16/2021 11:37 AM
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I strongly urge the Tri-County Health Department to require universal indoor masking for
unvaccinated students indoor for those under 12 years of age, as per the latest CDC and AAP
guidance. Given the outbreak of the highly transmissible Delta variant, it is imperative to
protect the most vulnerable who are having increases in cases daily. As on 08/16/21 the
Cherry Creek School District has reported 49 positive cases with only 6 being adults. I am
confident that students, staff and parents can agree that going back to remote learning would
be a detriment for our families. Until all school-aged children have the opportunity to be
vaccinated against Covid-19, we need to continue to protect them. Even vaccinated individuals
can get and spread Covid-19, and while they will be well protected against getting seriously ill,
they still may transmit the virus, particularly to those who are unvaccinated. The Delta variant
has proven to be more contagious than chicken pox and as a virus is exceptional at
duplicating itself. While children are thankfully less likely to die or require hospitalization than
adults, many are still developing long term symptoms from the virus. As we have witnessed
several cities are reporting zero ICU beds available for children as they are full. Most of these
cases are in cities that have relaxed or no face covering school mandates. As a first responder
and a nurse family, with an under 12 year old in one of your school districts, we are concerned
that basic steps to protects our children are not being following to include masking for all inside
activities. As parents, we have made an educated scientific based choice to go back to
masking in all public indoor spaces to include school however, masking of a small fraction of
children doesn’t protect our child or his friends without everyone participating. My family has
seen firsthand the ravages of COVID in our communities from responding to critical medical
emergencies and daily deaths to staffing COVID overflow wards in our hospitals. Colorado and
the Tri-County area are trending in the wrong direction with COVID cases and without taking
immediate science based mitigating steps the region will be back to more stringent regulations
to possibly include school closures. We are also a veteran family who have served this
country. We swore an oath and the most patriotic thing families can do outside of getting
vaccinated is to take these simple basic proven scientific based mitigating measures to
protect our children, schools staff, parents and our overall community. We encourage the TriCounty body to implement a mask mandate for all school indoor activities.

8/16/2021 11:37 AM

68

Please reconsider the mask mandate for children. It should be a choice for all families. This is
and will continue to affect their education. The numbers do not back the mandates. The
vaccination rate does not include the people who have antibodies. Please stop these ridiculous
mandates and let our children get back to normal.

8/16/2021 11:36 AM
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Please let the individual decide, especially now that we have vaccination options for those that
need it, so there is no need for any mask mandates. This virus has reservoirs in animals as
well, so if you don’t mandate dogs, cats, and other animals to wear masks, you should not
make kids, or any other humans do as well. Please be reasonable and follow the science and
not anecdotal evidence that may make some people feel better.

8/16/2021 11:36 AM
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I strongly oppose any overriding power by TCHD over our local school district's current policy
regarding masks, specifically since there is no State of Emergency in CO and our local area's
vaccination rate is significant. I felt incredible relief, as well did almost EVERY single parent
and child I know, when our Superintendent announced there would be NO mask mandates in
schools. My youngest is learning to read, communicate, and socialize and masking is a
detriment to all three. Parents are vaccinated, teachers are vaccinated, children want to get
back to normal, and families want to return to making the decisions as it pertains to our child's
wellbeing - especially since there is no actual data to refute the non masking of children. **If
there is irrefutable data showing children wearing cloth masks significantly reduces community
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transmission and severe illness in children, please show our community!! If parents want to
mask their kids, they CAN. We are asking that Tri County not overstep its role and override the
will of a community where masking is left up to the individuals families, not an overreach by an
entity that is supposed to be unbiased.
71

As a parent of a preschooler, an active community member, a public health professional, and
member of the Colorado Vaccine Equity Taskforce (CVET), I support universal masking in all
indoor school settings. A safe learning environment for our children is the priority for schools at
this point, and instituting a universal mask mandate will ensure protection for all students and
staff and should remain the topmost priority. The goal of this public health action will not only
prevent further disruption to our children's education and control the spread of the Delta variant,
it will also protect younger children who have not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated.
While some arguments may justify the shift to remote learning if schools shut down again as a
result of the pandemic, it is important to recognize that historically disenfranchised
communities have unequal access to remote learning environments and childcare options,
which could negatively impact children's learning potential and parents' ability to stay in the
workforce. The threat of not using a universal mask mandate in schools goes beyond
education, and this public health tool should be implemented together with all other mitigation
strategies available. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:36 AM
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I oppose masking the kids in school because it is not in their best interest. Unless everyone is
wearing medical grade masks they are not effective against the small droplets that need to be
filtered out. In addition masks on small children are touched dropped and become
contaminated with all number of germs which they then breathe in. We don’t mask children to
prevent the spread of the flu or other contagious diseases. Children are not at serious risk from
COVID but are at risk from the emotional and psychological damage of masking. Dr Fauci said
he hoped the psychological effects of masks on kids won’t be serious or long lasting. It seems
to me that that’s not a risk we can afford to take. Don’t force masks on our kids. Those that
want to wear them should have that choice but forcing everyone to wear them is a mistake we
can’t afford to take

8/16/2021 11:35 AM
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Please help protect the ones that aren't able to get a vaccine. Don't put this on parents and the
kids as we are in a world wide pandemic and carelessness should not happen until we can
protect the younger kids. It makes no sense to have mixed kids together that cannot be
protected.

8/16/2021 11:35 AM
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While the delta variant of covid is raging across our country, including in the Denver area, and
while so many of our population (ie our kids) do not yet have access to a vaccine, I feel
universal masking should be required in all public indoor settings (schools, stores, etc).

8/16/2021 11:34 AM
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As a physician, I see the damage Covid-19 does. It is the duty of responsible adults to protect
our children. ALL CHILDREN. Universal masking should be adopted.

8/16/2021 11:34 AM
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More transmissible and fewer safety protocols? This makes no sense. The Delta variant is
reported to be 700 to 1000 times more transmissible than its progenitor. Furthermore this
variant has shown transmissibility between vaccinated and unvaccinated people. AND our
infection rate in the state continues to climb. Last year, an infection rate over 5% required
additional safety measures and mandates. We were very concerned about protecting the
unvaccinated last year and took dramatic precautions like requiring masks in the classroom.
Why are our children under 12 not being given the same regard with a more transmissible
virus? Children under 12 have to rely on everyone around them to stay safe even if they wear a
mask. For a vast majority of the population wearing a mask is an inconvenience and not a
health hazard. Research shows NOT wearing a mask is a threat to public health because of
the continued climb of infection rates in vaccinated and unvaccinated people -- especially our
children under 12. Why wait until our hospitals are near capacity to implement a mandate?
Every day the news reports schools without mask mandates have outbreaks and even deaths.
There's already evidence in the population that proves how highly transmissible this is to our
children who have no choice to be vaccinated. Therefore you cannot outweigh people's
personal inconvenience over public safety. Please mandate masks in all schools to give those
who cannot be protected any other way a chance of having a safe environment to learn within.

8/16/2021 11:33 AM
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To Whom It May Concern: I vehemently OPPOSE forced masking of children in schools.
There is currently no public health emergency. No one, based in science, has determined that
there is a need for such an order, it would be wholly inappropriate for TCH to mandate masks
without any factual science data to back it up, but instead ordering masks because a handful
of parents are demanding it. If parents want their children to wear a mask then they can make
that choice, but do not force my child to wear one because they want theirs to and are now
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claiming to be concerned with bullying. That is not based in science for forcing masks on
children. There are no deaths being reported, hospitals are not overrun, in fact there aren't even
case counts. 9 news used to report the data daily in a ticker on their website, and now you can
only find articles regarding vaccines, etc, but barely any information on covid numbers in
Colorado. You have to actually look for it. The most recent data I see is currently roughly 500
people in the entire state are "hospitalized with covid". 500 out of 5 million people does
constitute a public health emergency warranting ANY restrictions in Colorado. That is .01
percent of the population, again, .01 percent. I beg you, to stop the madness. The TCH Board
are not elected officials, and as an un-elected political body, you should not be mandating
anything, period. There is no "public health emergency", and it is irresponsible for TCH to
continue their push for unscientific mandates simply to maintain control over the people of
Arapahoe, Douglas and Adams county residents. As it has been well established by many in
the science community, masks are ineffective against this and other viruses, and the
enforcement of them has been shown to contribute to extreme childhood depression, mental
issues and also the uptick in childhood suicide. Where is the concern for mental illness
afflicted upon the children by your unscientific mandates? Causing depression and suicide on
the masses with forced masks, only based on a few parents wanting their children to wear
them. Why isn't that being considered in addition to the "bullying" concerns from parents who
want to force masks. Forcing masks doesn't stop bullying, but forcing them can cause
depression and suicide in our children. Even Fauci said no one should be masking in the
beginning because they didn't work and healthy people should not be wearing them, until he flip
flopped like he has on every other issue with regard to covid throughout the past 17 months,
he should not be the "science" you are considering. He has a personal agenda that is not
based in science. There are far more qualified doctors and virologists citing factual data that
say masks are not good for children in school, and those individuals are not politically
benefiting from pushing the liberal, control agenda. Children should not be forced by any
mandate, school district, or liberal/political agenda to wear a mask in school for 8 hours per
day. Again, it should be a parental, personal choice, not forced. Not everyone can wear a mask
for other health reasons. If you want to mask, then mask, and if you don't then don't. Believing
the liberal push of "my mask protects you and your mask protects me" is outrageously
senseless. That's like saying if you don't use your umbrella in a rain storm, mine won't work,
which we all know to be patently false. There are is so much data out there to prove masks are
bad for children in school, I have attached some, please watch/read and consider, and I also
highly encourage you to do your own research as well. You have no right to make decisions for
my family, without factual science data to back it up. Thank you, Crystal Hathaway
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=KXEWIi2cc8U&fbclid=IwAR2g3FY7rWInpRJ09wGsyb3dPdbvpvJXYmMZgZD4lcj09Z5SsDNZ-ClgGU&d=n
https://www.westernjournal.com/results-johns-hopkins-study-conclusive-people-pushing-forcedcovid-measures-kids-fighting-science/
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An additional thought to previous long winded comment (ER doc again). Why not have some
schools or classrooms for each grade mask REQUIRED and some schools or classrooms
mask OPTIONAL. that way, parents can have some semblance of a choice for their child. I
can only imagine which would be the more popular option if you had those two real world
choices....not just a simple anonymous survey monkey for the parents with the opinions of the
children not heard. Last side note: answer below is not 100% accurate, just the most accurate.
I absolutely do not support universal masking. That’s insane. But I also do not “not support
masking in schools in any circumstances “ Of course a child should mask up (ideally w a N95)
if he/she is scared or immunocompromised or status post recent sick contact exposure.
Again, optional, recommended but not mandated. THANK YOU again so much for reading.
Please feel free to reach out. I would actually appreciate that.

8/16/2021 11:32 AM
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Please take the politics out of this decision. There are very real, very negative, very harmful
consequences. Masking takes an immediate toll on our children, but also causes long term
damage to them in ways most of us can’t even begin to imagine. The intellectual,
psychological, physical and emotional toll it has taken on all of us, but especially adolescents
is still mostly beneath the surface. That’s an enormous cause for concern as what we’ve seen
already is frightening. Students can’t understand teachers speaking through a mask; teachers
can’t understand students questions through the mask, so students stop asking them, stop
participating, shrink inside themselves; masking causes lightheadedness, headaches,
dizziness and panic attacks - how are students to focus if they can’t breathe?; masking
prevents any natural form of communication or socialization from occurring - without that how
are our students expected to mature into functioning adults? How is it possible that anyone is
willing to say CHOICE doesn’t matter. We make choices everyday from getting in the car, to
walking across the street or riding our bikes, to what we choose to eat or drink. Behind all of
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those choices, there is reasoning and associated accepted risk. Masking in schools is should,
actually must be no different. A choice.
80

Masks in schools should be parent choice. Kids can go anywhere without a mask, yet they
have to wear them in schools. It does not make logical sense. I absolutely do NOT support
kids being forced to wear masks in schools. It is detrimental to their learning and their social
relationships. It’s also unhealthy and unsanitary for a healthy child to wear a mask all day.
Thanks for your time and consideration of this issue.

8/16/2021 11:32 AM
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I'm going to keep my comments brief. As the mother of 2 children who are under the age of 12,
unable to be vaccinated, and one with asthma I would love to see a mask mandate for
schools. Unfortunately, Littleton Public Schools currently only has masks "strongly
recommended but not required." It appears that they are waiting for you, Tri County Health to
make that decision. Please help protect our children, the most vulnerable right now who not
only cannot be vaccinated (by choice or otherwise) but who are at risk by being in full capacity
classrooms now. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:32 AM
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Anything other than a science driven approach to public health during a global pandemic is a
disservice to the students, faculty, and staff your job is to protect. What is the true lesson in
teaching the importance of science in schools but not following scientists recommendations for
keeping us safe?

8/16/2021 11:31 AM
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Now that vaccination is available to children 12 and older, masking should be a choice made
by the individual. It truly does not make sense why it would be done any other way. Regarding
children under 12, we’ve learned that the viral load is so low and kids who are generally
healthy, if they get the virus, are handling it just fine.

8/16/2021 11:31 AM
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Parents should be able to make health decisions for their children. masks should not be
required.

8/16/2021 11:31 AM
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Studies have shown that masking children causes more harm than good. It’s time to let people
make their own educated decisions without imposing restrictive mandates. Our own student
who is going into her junior year of high school and is very well connected socially has
indicated that she has NOT observed an increase in bullying among peers related to mask
wearing or not. Let individuals decide what is right for themselves and choose to either wear a
mask or not based on their own health care needs.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM
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Strong evidence suggests that masks are extreme hazardous to human respiratory system. A
State legislator told my yesterday he sufferers from severity pulmonary distressed for over a
month following end of session. Demonstrative mandated contrary to the State’s police power
is unconscionable when our children are adversely affected.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM
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The health concerns for wearing the mask are greater than the risks of not. The numbers of
infected have not changed enough to be making this change based on current data.
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Stop mask wearing

8/16/2021 11:29 AM
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There is no peer-reviewed studies that show cloth or other non N95 masks prevent the spread
of COVID. However there has been numerous studies over the last 20 years that have been
peer reviewed that show the ineffectiveness of masks. Our youth are by far more at risk of
dying from the Flu versus Covid. It should be the parent's decision whether their child wears a
mask or not.

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

90

Universal masking is a common sense intervention that will allow schools to remain open
longer in person. With the rise of the delta variant and the low vaccination levels of kids below
18, universal masking is an appropriate intervention to mandate. With the removal of cohorts,
huge limitations on the ability to social distance and already large classroom sizes, universal
masking for ALL public schools should be required to protect our children and teachers.

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

91

Overall, considering the dire situation with COVID cases rising and the need for the children to
be in a safe learning environment, it is essential that masks be required in an indoor setting.
Masks should not be political when it is another means of safety for the community and
vulnerable children.

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

92

I am a middle school student writing in support of mask wearing at least in middle (and
elementary) schools. Due to the number of students that are ineligible to get the Covid-19
vaccine right now, many middle schoolers are not protected and are therefore likely to be
contracting and/or spreading Covid. This makes it very easy for the virus to spread through my

8/16/2021 11:26 AM
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school. Until rates go down or until we have a larger percentage of kids vaccinated, I believe
that we should wear our masks to take an extra precaution and keep everyone safe.
93

Mask if you want, but no mandate needed

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

94

All children should be required to wear masks in school not only to protect themselves but also
to protect their family when they get home from school. It has been proven that masks help
reduce the spread of covid. This shouldn’t even be a question at this point. Protecting our
children and loved ones from a deadly illness is a no brainer.

8/16/2021 11:24 AM

95

My family is immune compromised.

8/16/2021 11:23 AM
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The following is a letter from our local doctor and expert in the area. To: BVSD Board From: Dr
Michael Gaeta Re: Board Meeting Testimony Follow-Up on Masks Date: 27 April 2021 Dear
Board Members, Thank you for hearing the concerns and requests of myself and many other
BVSD parents, and concerned parties, including Dr Nevison, a PhD Research Scientist at UC
Boulder, on this subject. What I heard was a consensus request that the Board, based on
actual data, evidence and published science, immediately end all forced masking, and make
masks optional for all. The reason to do this is to stop injuring children, and update current
school policy based on current evidence. Since masks, however well-intentioned, can do harm,
they must be optional and voluntary. What follows is supporting evidence, data and science on
masks. There is far more, beyond what I have compiled here. All of it confirms the fact that,
contrary to the unsupported claims of the pro-forced-masking doctor this evening, that
universal, all- day masking of children (it’s true for adults too), indoors or out, is not only
ineffective but potentially harmful. It is irresponsible for the Board to even consider continuing
this senseless mandate without providing concerned parents like me with actual evidence that
the current mask policy has benefits greater than the clear harm it does. If it doesn’t do more
good than harm, it needs to stop. I would appreciate a prompt reply and decision on this
matter, as it is adversely affecting my son and all other students, every school or sports day.
Please also contact me at any time with any questions, requests or concerns you have. I am
available to you as a subject matter expert on health-related topics. Thank you again for your
time and consideration. Warmly, Michael Gaeta, DAOM, MS, CDN, Dipl AC & ABT
(NCCAOM), LAc, LMT, CAT Gaeta Institute for Wholistic Health Education 303-442-2525
www.michaelgaeta.com michael@michaelgaeta.com The following is a letter from America’s
Frontline Doctors for more evidence that masks need to be optional for these school children.
Date: April 12, 2021 To Whom It May Concern: I am sending you this notice, on behalf of
Family or Child Name. My findings raise significant concerns, both medically and legally, of the
current mask policy in place. Masks are ineffective for the purpose claimed by the mandate,
potentially harmful, and only authorized for use by an EUA. Masks are ineffective and in many
ways they harm. It’s a myth that masks prevent viruses from spreading. The overall evidence
is clear: Standard 1 There has been one large randomized controlled trial that specifically
examined whether masks protect their wearers from the coronavirus. This study found mask
wearing “did not reduce, at conventional levels of statistical significance, the incidence of
Sars-Cov-2-infection.”3 cloth and surgical masks offer next to no protection against virus-sized
particles or small aerosols. The size of a virus particle is much too small to be stopped by a
surgical mask, cloth or bandana. 2 A single virion of SARS-CoV-2 is about 60-140 nanometers
or 0.1 microns. surgical mask is 200-1000x that size. Consider that the CDC website states,
“surgical masks do not catch all harmful particles in smoke.” And that the size of smoke
particles in a wildfire are ~0.5 microns which is 5x the size of the SARS-CoV-2 virus! Wearing
a mask to prevent catching SARS-CoV-2, or similarly sized influenza, is like throwing sand at
a chain-link fence: it doesn’t The pore size in a work. Consider also, that the existence of more
particles does not mean more virus. Research shows less virus does not mean less illness.
Dr. Kevin Fennelly, a pulmonologist at the National Heart, Lung and Blood institute debunked
the view that larger droplets are responsible for viral transmission. Fennelly wrote: “current
infection control policies are based on the premise that most respiratory infections are
transmitted by large respiratory droplets- i.e., larger than 5 [microns] – produced by coughing
and sneezing, ...Unfortunately, that premise is wrong.”4 Fennelly referenced a 1953 paper on
anthrax that showed a single bacterial spore of about one 5 micron was significantly more
lethal than larger clumps of spores. is theoretically enough to cause infection and subsequent
disease. This is not an alarming thought - it simply means what it has always meant, that our
immune system protects us continually all our Exposure to one virus particle 6 life. that cloth
facemasks actually increase influenza-linked illness.” There have been hundreds of mask
studies related to influenza transmission done over several Part of that evidence shows
Bacteria are 50x larger than virus As such, virus particles can enter through the mask pores,
yet bacteria remain trapped decades. It is a well-established fact that masks do not stop
viruses. “ 7 inside of the mask, resulting in the mask-wearer continually exposed to the
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bacteria. particles. 8 Related to the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic, there was almost universal
agreement among experts, that deaths were virtually never caused by the influenza virus itself
but resulted directly from severe secondary pneumonia caused by well-known bacterial
“pneumopathogens” that 9 colonized the upper respiratory tract. pandemics and epidemics and
concluded, “the vast majority of influenza deaths resulted from secondary bacterial
pneumonia.”10 Dr. Fauci and his National Institute of Health studied All parties mandating the
use of facemasks are not only willfully ignoring established science but are engaging in what
amounts to a whole school clinical experimental trial. This conclusion is reached by the fact
that facemask use and COVID-19 incidence are being reported in scientific 11 The fact is after
reviewing ALL of the Additionally, Children have been repeatedly shown not to be drivers of this
contagion. It is well- opinion pieces promoted by the CDC and others. studies worldwide, the
CDC found “no reduction in viral transmission with the use of face masks.”12 accepted that
children have a statistically zero chance of dying from COVID. The CDC shows the 13
outbreaks. The driver of outbreaks is always a symptomatic person.”14 Wearing respirators
come(s) with a host of physiological and psychological burdens. These can interfere with task
performances and reduce work efficiency. These burdens can even be severe 15 Studies of
simple surgical masks found significant reductions in blood oxygen as well. In one particular
study, researchers measured blood oxygenation before and after surgeries in 53 surgeons.
Researchers found the mask reduced the blood oxygen levels significantly, and the longer the
duration of wearing the mask, the greater the 17 Moreover, people with cancer, will be at a
further risk from hypoxia, as cancer cells grow best in a bodily environment that is low in
oxygen. Low oxygen also promotes systemic inflammation which, in turn, promotes “the
growth, invasion and spread of cancers.”18 Repeated episodes of low oxygen, known as
intermittent hypoxia, also “causes atherosclerosis” and hence increases “all 19 Furthermore,
the mandatory mouth mask in schools is a major threat to a child’s development. It ignores the
essential needs of a growing child. The well-being of children and young people is highly
dependent on the emotional connection with others. Masks create a threatening and unsafe 20
Any intervention, especially one that is prophylactic, must cause fewer harms to the recipient
than the infection. Since children have the lowest death rate from COVID infection, the costbenefit of requiring children to wear an investigational face-covering with emerging safety
issues is especially difficult to justify. Anthony
Fauciwasveryclearthatasymptomatictransmissionwasnotathreat. Hestated,“inallthehistory of
respiratory-borne viruses of any type, asymptomatic transmission has never been the driver of
K-12 mortality rate from or with COVID is .00003. enough to cause life-threatening conditions if
not ameliorated. Taiwan University Hospital concluded that the use of N-95 masks in
healthcare workers caused them to experience hypoxemia, a low level of oxygen in the blood,
and hypercapnia, an elevation 16 in the blood's carbon dioxide levels. drop in blood oxygen
levels. cardiovascular events” such as heart attacks, as well as adverse cerebral events like
stroke. environment, where emotional connection becomes difficult. Fifteen years ago,
National Informed consent is required for investigational medical therapies. Regardless of the
lack of safety and efficacy behind the decision to require a child to wear a mask, it is illegal to
mandate EUA approved investigational medical therapies without informed consent. 21 Mask
use for viral transmission prevention is authorized for Emergency Use only. Use Authorization
by the FDA, means “the products are investigational and experimental” only. The statute
granting the FDA the power to authorize a medical product of emergency use requires that the
person being administered the unapproved product be advised of his or her right to refuse 23
medical experiments, or “clinical research,” may not be performed on human subjects without
the administration of the product. This statute further recognizes the well-settled doctrine that
24 express, informed consent of the individual receiving treatment. The right to avoid the
imposition of human experimentation is fundamental, rooted in the Nuremberg Code of 1947,
has been ratified by the 1964 Declaration of Helsinki, and further codified in the United States
Code of Federal Regulations. In addition to the Unites States regarding itself as bound by
these provisions, these principles were adopted by the FDA in its 25 Add State info here if
possible. The law is very clear; It is unlawful to conduct medical research (even in the
regulations requiring the informed consent of human subjects for medical research. case of
emergency), unless steps taken to ... secure informed consent of all participants. Furthermore,
by requiring children to wear a mask, you are promoting the idea that the mask can prevent or
treat a disease, which is an illegal deceptive practice. It is unlawful to advertise that a The
FDA EUA for surgical and/or cloth masks explicitly states, “the labeling must not state or
imply... that the [mask] is intended for antimicrobial or antiviral protection or related, or for use
such as infection prevention or reduction.”28 As you can see from the image below, masks do
not claim to keep out viruses. product or service can prevent...disease unless you possess
competent and reliable scientific Emergency 22 26 evidence... substantiating that the claims
are true. 27 Illegally mandating an investigational medical therapy generates liability. There are

381 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
no efficacy standards on child-sized masks and respirators under OSHA, but there are proven
microbial challenges as well as breathing difficulties that are created and exacerbated by
masking children. Requiring children to wear a mask sets the stage for contracting any
infection, including COVID- 19, and making the consequences of that infection much graver. In
essence, a mask may very 29 The fact that mask wearing presents a severe risk of harm to
the wearer should – standing alone – not be required for children, particularly given that these
children are not ill and have done nothing wrong that would warrant an infringement of their
constitutional rights and bodily autonomy. Promoting use of a non-FDA approved, Emergency
Use Authorized mask, is unwarranted and illegal. This mandate is in direct conflict with
Section 360bbb-3€(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which requires the wearer to be informed of the option to
refuse the wearing of such “device.” Misrepresenting the use of a mask as being intended for
antimicrobial or antiviral protection, and/or misrepresenting masks for use as infection
prevention or reduction is a deceptive practice under the FTC. It is clear, there is no waiver of
liability under deceptive practices, even under a state of emergency. As such, forcing children
to wear masks, or similarly forcing use any other non-FDA approved medical product without
the child’s (or the child’s parental) consent, is illegal and immoral. well put children at an
increased risk of infection, and if so, having a far worse outcome. This letter serves as official
notice that Child’s Name does not consent to being forced to wear a mask. Child’s Name
advocates will not fail to take the maximum action permissible under the law against your
organization, and against you personally. Accordingly, I urge you to comply with Federal and
State law, and advise children they have a right to refuse or wear a mask as a measure to
prevent or reduce infection from COVID-19. Any other course of action is contrary to the law. I
am willing to testify as to the veracity of the contents in this document. Please confirm no
further pressure will be exerted upon Child’s Name to follow this illegal mask mandate, and that
Child’s Name will not face any retaliatory disciplinary action. Sincerely, Name 1
https://www.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?doi=10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.4221 2 Berenson,
A (November 24, 2020). Unreported Truths about Covid-19 and Lockdowns: Part 3: Masks 3
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 4
https://www.thelanced.com/journals.lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30323-4/fulltext 5
https://www.thelanced.com/journals.lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30323-4/fulltext 6
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090313150254.htm 7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/ 8 https://www.merriamwebster.com/words-at-play/virus-vs-bacteria-difference 9 The pathology and bacteriology of
pneumonia following influenza. Chapter IV, Epidemic respiratory disease. The pneumonias and
other infections of the respiratory tract accompanying influenza and measles, 1921 St,
LouisCV Mosby (p. 107-281) 10 https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/198/7/962/2192118 11
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-coverguidance.html 12 Nonpharmaceutical Measures for Pandemic Influenza in Nonhealthcare
Settings—Personal Protective and Environmental Measures, Jingyi Xiao1, Eunice Y. C. Shiu1,
Huizhi Gao, Jessica Y. Wong, Min W. Fong, Sukhyun Ryu, and Benjamin J. Cowling (Volume
26, Number 5, May of 2020). 13 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schoolschildcare/k-12-testing.html 14 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=X1orSO094uY 15 Arthur Johnson, Journal of Biological Engineering (2016). 16 The
Physiological Impact of N95 Masks on Medical Staff, National Taiwan University Hospital
(June 2005). 17 Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation
during major surgery. Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.. 18 Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB:
The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208, and Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory
mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional metastasis. Surg Neurol Inter
2013;4:15. 19 Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J
Resp Crit Care Med 2007;175:1290-1297. 20 https://www.world-today-news.com/70-doctors-inopen-letter-to-ben-weyts-abolish-mandatory-mouth-mask-at- school-belgium/ 21
https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download 22 https://ca.childrenshealthdefense.org/wpcontent/uploads/CDE-Superintendent-Letter0from-Childrens-Health- Defense-CaliforniaChapter.pdf 23 21 U.S.C.§ S360bbb-3 (The FD&C Act) 24 21 U.S.C. § 360bbb-3(e)(1)(A)
(“Section 360bbb-3”) 25 C.F.R. § 50.20 26 http://www.invertedalchemy.com/2020/12/belief-isnot-medical-counter-measure.html, 21 C.F.R. § 50.23, 21 C.F.R. §50.20 21 C.F.R. § 50.24 27
FTC Act, 15 U.S. Code § 41 28 https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download 29 Russell
Blaylock, Id. (quoting Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively
regulates Th1 function. J Immunol 2015;195:1372-1376. See also: Westendorf AM et al.
Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell function and
promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84. See further: Sceneay J et al.
Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre- metastatic niche. Oncoimmunology
2013;2:1 e22355.
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As a pediatric nurse practitioner, my opinion is that it is reprehensible that we aren’t masking in
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schools. Not only is there risk for our kids to get sick, we risk outbreak and the eventual return
to zoom which is not good for anyone. There is zero risk and zero harm from masks. There is
actual risk and actual harm from not. Please make the right choice.
98

We are against masks! Our pediatrician has informed us they don’t work and they are causing
our kids harm. My son even got a throat infection. If the masks come back, my kids are being
removed from school.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

99

Please require masks to be worn in all of our schools. Stopping the spread of covid is of
utmost importance.

8/16/2021 11:20 AM

100

As a teacher and a parent of a middle schooler in CCSD, I support wearing masks in school.
Until our youngest children are able to be vaccinated we put all of our family members at risk if
we are not wearing masks. We watch our granddaughter often and she is too young to be
vaccinated yet. We don't want her to end up sick with COVID.

8/16/2021 11:20 AM

101

Dear TCHD board, Life comes to us with a set of inherited risks, but also filled with lots of
opportunities for each of us. There are risks that although "preventable" could cause serious
harm or death like sports, playground playing and just plain and simple walking where you can
slip and fall and be seriously hurt. However Parents are equipped to make each decision for
their children on how to best protect them on each of these circumstances. I believe that each
family should be allowed to make a decision in the best interest of their family, otherwise I
don't see where you can draw the line on what is allowed that is risky and not risky. I
understand that there are obvious reasoning to mandating safety equipment for sports and the
like, but these are proven to add safety to the sports. Masking on the other hand, are not
proven to add safety, if anything they seem to be another place where kids could easily get
sick from wearing a dirty piece of cloth all day on their face, how many mask are you going to
mandate we send with the children to school to avoid prolonged periods of time where they are
wearing a dirty mask? I ask that you don't mandate mask and let parents make their decision.
Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:20 AM
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Masks are needed for all students

8/16/2021 11:20 AM
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There is no real evidence that mask work. Why don’t you look at all the studies we have on
mask and see there is no real benefit on wearing them. If you follow the science the children
are not the spreaders as the CDC has said and do very well if they get sick. What about all the
negative effects of mask wearing do you even look at that. There many studies that show
mask are becoming detrimental to the kids. You don’t even know the long term effects of mask
wearing. Make it about health and not politics it should be a choice.

8/16/2021 11:20 AM

104

Due to the negative health impacts - physical and psychological - of masks, and the lack of
benefit of masks related to transmission of viruses, and that the impact of the current virus is
statistically less than half as dangerous as the common flue - we are 100% opposed to a
mandate for masks (but, respect the choice of those who view masks differently, that value
them, to wear them should they choose to do so )

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

105

We Dropped off our son for his first day of pre- k today and left feeling more angry and sad
than joyous as a first day should be. We wear masks and have our son wearing masks to
protect those around us. We are vaccinated but he doesn’t have the option to be vaccinated
yet. We are doing our part to take care of others, but his un-masked classmates are not taking
care of him. The experts say masks protect from the spread of the virus, especially among the
vulnerable populations. I am angry that policies are being made giving parents the choice to
ignore the data based on their preferences, and By doing so, they are endangering everyone
else. The data shows that other schools who have not taken steps to protect their students
and staff are already experiencing outbreaks resulting in quarantines or shutdowns. We know
where this is headed and we feel that trying to ride the fence in an effort to accommodate
those choosing politic over public health and their community is the wrong choice. Other
districts are mandating masks and we should do too- at the very least. We know in-class
learning is the best possible experience for our kids. Mask mandates for everyone gives us the
best chance of keeping our kids in school and ALL of the benefits we were deprived of in
keeping our kids home for a year.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM
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With the availability of vaccination everyone who can and wants to be vaccinated can be. The
risk of breakthrough COVID illness once vaccinated is 1 in 129,000 so the drive to school is
much riskier at 1 in 8,250. That is the science. Masks as typically worn by kids are not N95
nor are they work correctly. Studies have shown masking benefits are minimal at best and
probably not be beneficial at all. That is the science and studies are available showing this.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM
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The cost of masking is not zero. Masking interrupts natural interactions and causes anxiety in
many people, especially children. The statement about not wanting kids who wear masks to be
bullied is a problem that is not happening. The science is available to everyone and everyone
at this point should be allowed to make their own decisions for themselves and their children.
Teachers and staff are not at risk if they are vaccinated. If they can’t be vaccinated then their
risk is still not elevated beyond the risk they face in daily life. The cost on kids mental wellbeing is known and significant. It is time to allow people the freedom to make informed
decisions.
107

As a high school teacher, I strongly support all students being mandated to wear masks. My
class sizes are already above 32 per class, so imagine being in a small room with 32+
students for 100 minutes at a time. It is essential that they wear masks for all of their safety.
There is no room for social distancing and air circulation is not great.

8/16/2021 11:18 AM

108

I stand with my pediatrician that healthy children should not be masked not only because of
the low risk of illness from the virus but the mental repercussions it is causing. My now first
grader seems to be behind academically and my fifth grader has more anxiety than he ever
has. Please keep healthy children mask free.

8/16/2021 11:18 AM

109

I have a high risk daughter and another daughter who isn’t old enough to be vaccinated. I am
also considered high risk. Please make all schools mandate masks. This will keep the greater
population more healthy and more likely to stay in person for learning which is better for
education and mental health.

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

110

Make them mask up

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

111

Simply put, the more a virus spreads, the more it mutates. Let’s have our kids mask up. This
will teach them how personal choices impact a community, and reinforce a little science along
the way.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

112

It is imperative that ALL students, Regardless of vaccination status, are fully masked in
school. Teachers as well. We understand that this is very uncomfortable and can be a
hindrance in the classroom. However the community at large is at risk since we are not entirely
vaccinated, and we need to do everything in our power for the safety and health of our
community and especially the younger children who cannot get vaccinated or those who are
immuno compromised.We need to help stop the spread of coronavirus in order to end this
pandemic and get back to a harmonious and peaceful life style. The only way it will happen is
if we take the appropriate measures and be risk averse.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

113

The wearing of masks in schools are not scientifically supported but the mental health effects
are well-documented. Our very own Children’s Hospital has declared a mental health crisis in
children. Please do not contribute further to this crisis for the 3rd consecutive school year. No
mask mandate in our schools!

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

114

If mandating masks means a higher probability to kids staying in person then it is a no brained.
Mandate the masks. A strong recommendation means only 5% of kids will mask. A mandate
means 100%. If parents don’t want their child in a mask then they can remote school then.

8/16/2021 11:15 AM

115

Aside from the obvious lack of research on the damage being done to children physically as
well as psychologically by masking as well as a clear lack of compelling evidence to the
contrary, the parents do and should always have the right to make decisions for their child's
well-being. All parents should have the right to make the best decision possible for their
children based on clear and compelling evidence (which leans away from masking), and
research gathered over a significant period of time which we now have. Masking (oxygen
deprivation expression deprivation, bacteria ) is child abuse, and until we can see into the
future 10+ years to prove differently, that's a fact. "Do masks reduce Covid transmission in
children? Believe it or not, we could find only a single retrospective study on the question, and
its results were inconclusive. Yet two weeks ago the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention sternly decreed that 56 million U.S. children and adolescents, vaccinated or not,
should cover their faces regardless of the prevalence of infection in their community.
Authorities in many places took the cue to impose mandates in schools and elsewhere, on the
theory that masks can’t do any harm. That isn’t true. Some children are fine wearing a mask,
but others struggle. Those who have myopia can have difficulty seeing because the mask fogs
their glasses. (This has long been a problem for medical students in the operating room.)
Masks can cause severe acne and other skin problems. The discomfort of a mask distracts
some children from learning. By increasing airway resistance during exhalation, masks can
lead to increased levels of carbon dioxide in the blood. And masks can be vectors for
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pathogens if they become moist or are used for too long. " - WSJ 8/8/21
https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716 Additional Comments by Dr. Dan
Stock MD (MUST WATCH) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhHZ_uxa_GU
116

As a community partner in APS, I have worked with kids throughout the pandemic, and am
extremely concerned about the impact that it has had on their wellbeing. I want these kids to
be able to get back to a semblance of normalcy as soon as possible, and I believe that
universal masking in all indoor school settings is a critical part of making that happen. Without
universal masking, I fear that schools will have to close or go remote again; that kids will
become isolated; and that there will be no end in sight to the pandemic. These kids have
already gone through so much disruption and uncertainty during the past year and a half, and I
don't think we should risk putting them through more. I would much rather wear a mask, and
have everyone wear a mask, if it means that our kids will be safer.

8/16/2021 11:13 AM
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Masking should be parent's decision not anyone else.

8/16/2021 11:13 AM
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I have grandchildren in both of these school districts. They are wearing masks for their and
their family’s safety. They are in elementary school and are being taunted daily about why they
are wearing masks when they are not required. It is not right for adults in charge to require kids
to defend public health actions. This is a failure of public health leadership during a coronavirus
surge in cases.

8/16/2021 11:13 AM

119

I support universal masking for all children age groups in school. Medical research indicates
the delta variant can be caught and transmitted by those who are also vaccinated, then all of
us can pass it to siblings at home. The delta variant infection more greatly impacts children
than the initial variant as we see from the medical community, hospitals and research,
including in some cases intubation and fatalities. If we save one childs life in our community
who is today perfectly healthy, it is our social contract responsibility to do so.

8/16/2021 11:12 AM

120

This is ridiculous we are still going through the motions of this. At this rate when will a mask
mandate end?! When can it be our choice for our own children? There will always be parents
against this even when vaccines are available for kids. How many months and years will our
children have to breath in their own co2 in their mask all day long? They aren’t getting exposed
to anything else which is not allowing their bodies to fight off things if we are constantly
masking them. Get ventilation for schools, wipe down desks, wash hands and let these kids
be kids!

8/16/2021 11:12 AM

121

Suicide rates among teens and children are at epidemic levels. Children's Hospital called for a
State of Emergency because of all the attempted suicides they were facing. Our children are
taking the brunt of the difficulties with the decisions being made by the government entities.
They need in person learning. They need community. They need to be seen and heard without
masks and the psychological impacts masks have on them. The risk factors of COVID on this
population are minimal.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

122

I agree with the current LPS policy regarding masking, per the superintendent’s email from
August 10, 2021.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

123

Science tells us masking is one safe guard to protect our children, the teachers and staff, and
those who encounter our students outside of the classroom (parents, grandparents, vulnerable
and those unable to be vaccinated). We must trust the physicians and health departments to
make the decision to keep everyone safe. CCSD required masks last year and had a
successful school year because of it. Now with the new Delta Varient we must take these
precautions. Kids are getting sick, vaccinated can get and spread. This is no time to be
relaxed. A mask mandate is imperative to keeping our kids safe and in school!! Trust Science!

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

124

Masks slow the spread. Cases are on the rise. These are the facts that lead me to advocate
for universal masking inside our schools.

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

125

It’s a tough call either way. But I feel thenvaccinated are walking around without symptoms
and causing more cases. If we allow the younger to get sick and recover, then we go farther in
building herd immunity

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

126

There were several cases in 2020-21 WITH a mandate… and countless cases likely
prevented. Out of concern for the seemingly continuous mutating nature of COVID-19, I hope
you will consider a mask mandate for students under the age of 12 due to current vaccine
access. The CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and epidemiologists nearly universally
feel that wearing masks is the responsible thing to do in a school environment until vaccine
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access is universal for all ages. Please, for the sake of consistency and to avoid political
distractions between kids and parents alike, trust the scientists and doctors and mandate
masks for the first semester of the 2021-22 school year.
127

I believe it should be a choice whether a person wears a mask or not. I feel it is de-humanizing
to individuals. However, if a person wants to wear a mask, that should be their choice.

8/16/2021 11:09 AM

128

Schools should require masks in all settings even if people have been vaccinated. There are
still cases of COVID happening in vaccinated people due to the delta variant. Children under
12 must be required to wear masks as they have no protection from COVID even if the general
population is 70% vaccinated. 0% of elementary school children are vaccinated. The delta
variant is also causing more hospitalizations in school aged children.

8/16/2021 11:09 AM

129

Dear Board Members, Thank you for hearing the concerns and requests of myself and many
other BVSD parents, and concerned parties, including Dr Nevison, a PhD Research Scientist
at UC Boulder, on this subject. What I heard was a consensus request that the Board, based
on actual data, evidence and published science, immediately end all forced masking, and
make masks optional for all. The reason to do this is to stop injuring children, and update
current school policy based on current evidence. Since masks, however well-intentioned, can
do harm, they must be optional and voluntary. The same is true for vaccines, especially new
and experimental ones like the covid-19 vaccines. What follows is supporting evidence, data
and science on masks. There is far more, beyond what I have compiled here. All of it confirms
the fact that, contrary to the unsupported claims of the pro-forced-masking doctor this evening,
that universal, all- day masking of children (it’s true for adults too), indoors or out, is not only
ineffective but potentially harmful. It is irresponsible for the Board to even consider continuing
this senseless mandate without providing concerned parents like me with actual evidence that
the current mask policy has benefits greater than the clear harm it does. If it doesn’t do more
good than harm, it needs to stop. I would appreciate a prompt reply and decision on this
matter, as it is adversely affecting my son and all other students, every school or sports day.
Please also contact me at any time with any questions, requests or concerns you have. I am
available to you as a subject matter expert on health-related topics. Thank you again for your
time and consideration. Warmly, Michael Gaeta, DAOM, MS, CDN, Dipl AC & ABT
(NCCAOM), LAc, LMT, CAT

8/16/2021 11:08 AM

130

Mask requirements should be in place, lets keep these kids safe

8/16/2021 11:08 AM

131

We should follow the CDC recommendation that all people, including vaccinated, should wear
masks when inside. Thus a mask mandate all the way up through HS. Thus is a matte me of
health and shouldn’t be subject to politics or personal beliefs. In addition, our unvaccinated
kids have friends in higher grades. By enforcing at all levels we better protect the younger and
immune suppressed.

8/16/2021 11:07 AM

132

please mandate masks in high schools! The science is constantly evolving as we find out
more about this ever mutating virus, the efficacy and longevity of the vaccines, the risk of
"break through" cases to community and those who get sick (e.g. will we have long haul illness
in break through illnesses)

8/16/2021 11:07 AM

133

Please allow for freedom of choice with masks for both adults and children. There are many
adverse health statistics for wearing masks for a prolonged periods, especially with children
who are unable to keep their masks clean. Children also need to be able to see their teachers
mouths and the mouths of other students to learn best in in the classroom.

8/16/2021 11:07 AM

134

Masking is detrimental to the mental and physical health of the children. What about children
who have antibodies? This is not the place of the school district or government to intervene in
a personal choice.

8/16/2021 11:06 AM

135

The use of masks is only appropriate in a sterile environment i.e. operating rooms. Children
cannot be expected to keep their mask clean, and it is therefore a health hazard to make them
to wear a dirty cloth on their face while recycling their own mouth bacteria and getting poor
oxygenation. It is also detrimental for proper learning and communication skills not to mention
the psychological stress we are imposing on them as they learn to fear the very air we breathe
or to fear being close to people. The fact is that masks do not prevent the spread of SARSCOV-2 nor do vaccines, but it should be up to parents to decide whether their child will wear a
mask and/or be vaccinated as they best understand their medical history and all other
pertinent factors. Tri-County should limit itself to providing accurate information about any
perceived health threats to our community and let citizens make their own informed choices.
These blanket mandates are unnecessary, and we all know that a one-size-fits-all approach to
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health is never a good idea and certainly not supported by science. Instead, we should
encourage healthy lifestyles, and staying home if someone is not feeling well with the option to
do remote learning as ways to protect our community.
136

The options in section 4 of the survey do not fully represent my opinion and appear to be
leading and restrictive. Bottom line, leave masking of staff, teachers and students as a
CHOICE. Everyone should be free to choose to wear a mask or not. NO ONE should be forced
to undergo medical intervention; the right to refuse medical intervention remains intact. In this
circumstance, those who cannot receive the vaccine (majority) are also identified by the CDC
to be at very low risk for severe infection and death. Other diseases (RSV, Influenza) are a
significantly greater risk to this age group, but there are no masking protocols in place. Per
CDC, from JAN 2020 to AUG 2021, 292 children ages 5-18 died from COVID-19. RSV kills
30,000 every year. Bullying should not be a relevant discussion here as we are discussing
medical interventions and public health specific to viral spread. If there is bullying over
anything, staff and teachers are obligated to address it in a direct method that encourages
students to talk and understand each other, while learning we can disagree with each other and
still respect each other. If you are allowing bullying over masks, you are the problem and have
failed to developed students. As TCHD has brought the argument of mental health, consider
that the suicide rate among teens during the pandemic have gone up to nearly 50% in certain
areas. By forcing students to mask or stay at home and denying them the right to chose, you
are risking their mental health toward a clear statistic of attempted suicide. Multiple studies
have shown the importance of seeing facial expressions on the growth of children. The
process of learning emotions, honesty, sarcasm and more are deeply tied to understanding
facial expressions. This growth process is hindered by hiding faces and forcing the current
construct to operate despite its loss. Our children are suffering. There are CDC studies that
show cloth masks may be ineffective against the spread of a virus especially in comparison to
surgical masks and medical masks like the N95 respirator. Some children find masks difficult
to breathe in or create of state of claustrophobia. Masks themselves can pose a risk by
developing bacteria that is exposed to the mask wearer. Wearing of masks in NOT benign.
These factors can influence a child throughout the day and may negatively impact their
learning experience. Children and parents should be educated on the choices of masks,
however the decision should remain with their parent(s) and doctor(s). You can not and should
not force an entire population to undergo a medical procedure without knowing the severe
consequences it may have on members of the population. Therefore, do not mandate mask
wearing and follow the current guidance of "strongly encouraged" and "highly recommended"
but NOT required.

8/16/2021 11:06 AM
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First, I feel I need to clarify that I use masks everyday at my job. I have used them throughout
my career in fact. I am a physician, boarded in Emergency Medicine. First point is there is no
proven benefit to masks for this age cohort. There are absolutely no matched control trials
looking at the issue. There may be theoretical models and “expert” opinions, but no good real
world data. I have had a preschooler since this pandemic has started and found daycares with
no mask mandates. There have been no outbreaks over the past year and half at these
schools. Literally the three daycares he and his sibling have been to have had ZERO
outbreaks. One is down the street, Willow Creek. A study “Characteristics of COVID-19 Cases
and Outbreaks at Child Care Facilities – District of Columbia” showed risk factors to outbreaks
are “operation less than three years, having people who are symptomatic in the facility who
first sought testing three or more days after illness onset, or having people with asymptomatic
infection present in the facility.” Nothing about masks. Kids do not know how to properly wear a
mask, a 5 y/o cannot don and doff responsibly. WHO and the CDC have acknowledged that
COVID19 is airborne. One must wear a N95 for there to be a true benefit. These surgical
masks are only stopping respiratory droplets from coughing, sneezing, spitting. If a child is
coughing or sneezing they shouldn’t be in school, simple as that. Multiple states, school
districts in rural areas, different political landscapes (have no idea why this is political, I voted
for Biden) have had no mask mandates with no difference in outcomes! Second point would be
there is harm. There is an unfortunate and deeply disturbing increase in youth depression,
anxiety, and suicide attempts. There has been an all time high reached for overdoses in our
country, with teenagers making up a proportion of that. Yes, social media I’m sure plays a part,
but these numbers increased sharply in 2020. Those social stressors are not coming from a
respiratory illness with 0% mortality (in K-6th grade age group) - COVID19. The stressors are
coming from the institutional RESPONSE to covid19, ie politicians and “public health”
departments fueled by the literal hysteria I am reading in the news (one article in the LA Times
read "The devil is already here" referring to the virus). The individual needs to be watched out
for. Having our vulnerable 5 y/o children starting off their academic career masked for 40 hrs a
week, teachers masked, not seeing their teachers or classmates smile or frown is a draconian
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way to introduce our future generation to organized society. Again, I am a physician, a
healthcare provider, and EXPERT. All these mask mandates for appearance’s sake or a
theoretical benefit based on “expert opinion” is irresponsible. Our family pulled our older child,
and eventually moved from DPS when they stated they would be doing virtual learning to start
last year. Unfortunately, if this mask mandate stands for the year, we plan on moving from
Cherry Creek district to a district that has seen the light and makes masks OPTIONAL. We
are happy about Cherry Creek school district, but cannot in good conscious mask our kids for
40 hrs/week for an undefined time period (it's already been a year and half). That may not be a
long time for us adults, but that is 1/5 of my child's life. A year is a looong time for our youth.
*Spoiler alert, it will only get worse in the winter, calm down in Feb/March…and will get worse
again next winter…and the winter after that. COVID19 is here to stay. Mask mandates will be
too if you do not break this cycle and make them optional. THANK YOU SO MUCH if you read
this whole thing. I tried to make it concise but informative. If you need any help at all, I am
happy to elaborate or send references/studies. Please please please don't hesitate to reach
out.
138

Dear Tri-County Health; I’m writing you to state my opposition to the masks mandates
currently being considered. I am opposing the masks mandates due to the following: Masks
mandates/experimental vaccines violates principals of the Nuremberg Code. (The voluntary
consent of the human subject is absolutely essential. This means the person involved should
have legal capacity to give consent.; should be so situated as to be able to exercise free
power of choice, without the intervention of ANY element.) Mask have been proven to cause
more health and mental health issues, to include death and trauma (especially in children, as
trauma can permanently impact the brain/psychological well-being of a child at early ages.
Mask are more prone to cause anxiety, fear, hold bacteria, especially in children who suffering
from other mental or physical health issues). Fauci originally wrote that masks imposed upon
the people during the 1918 Spanish Flu killed more people than the Spanish Flu itself, which
seems to give common sense to the situation, as masks hold bacteria and obstruct full air
capacity to breath. The government should not force tyrannical, Nazi style medical mandates
on its citizens. Medical decisions should be made between a citizen (family) and their doctor,
not the government, this re-enforces what’s best for each individual based on their personal
health, and privacy protected by HIPPA. Please give consideration to my reasons of
opposition, as forced masks mandates violate our Civil Rights. It is unconstitutional to impose
forced governmental mandates that violates citizens’ health rights, and impacts the
doctor/client relationship to address health needs. We are counting on you to do the right thing,
as this is something worth standing up for. Thank you for your time and consideration.

8/16/2021 11:05 AM

139

Please stop requiring and recommending masks in schools. You need to consider the children.
Their overall health, physically and mentally. This Has to stop.

8/16/2021 11:05 AM
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I have a child with type 1 diabetes who is too young to be vaccinated. Masking in school will
greatly decrease the chance of her contracting COVID. The American Academy of Pediatrics
has advised ALL schools to mandate masks. Please decide to protect our children.

8/16/2021 11:05 AM
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Parents need to make the choice on whether their children wear a mask or not. Those parents
who want their children to wear masks can have their child wear a mask, but those of us who
want our children to be able to socialize and have normalcy should have the right to choose.

8/16/2021 11:04 AM

142

Parents should be given a choice on whether or not their child wears a mask in a school
setting- mandatory masks will result in parents pulling their students out of public school
settings where the child has the opportunity for a strong in person education.

8/16/2021 11:03 AM

143

We are very much against mandatory masking of children in school. Parents should have the
freedom to decide what is right for their child. There is no compelling evidence on the long term
medical, emotional or psychological effects of long term coving of children's faces. There is
evidence of harm of covering baby's faces as evidenced with the banning of crib bumpers.
Even in cultures with full face covering of women, they do not cover a child's face. Common
sense and reasoning tells us that this is likely harmful to their health and well-being. Masking
teaches children to live in fear of their friends and the very air they breathe. This is not
something that should be mandated nor encouraged. Please consider medical freedom and
parental discernment as more important than control and possible illness they may or may not
ever get. Thanks.

8/16/2021 11:02 AM
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As a teacher with a compromised immune system, I am very anxious about returning to school
without a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 11:02 AM
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We should lead by example and protect our little ones. just like we did for the other ages
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before them. The littles can severely sick and/or bring this home to our families. I am a
caregiver for my mother. I also have family members with diabetes and asthma. This can
trickle down badly. Parents struggling with this should have an option for and for online with our
littles this is a life decision for certain families. All we have to do is wear a mask until this
blows over. Lead by example.
146

Without a mask policy, there are going to be continuous spikes. A disturbing percentage of the
students are are not vaccinated even if they are eligible. Please take consideration for the
immunocompromised students who are going to suffer even if they are vaccinated. With the
Delta variants spreading as people refuse the vaccination, the virus is adapting and people
who have had the vaccine are still getting very sick. This is going to be even more prominent
in a community with so many unvaccinated students. An enforced mask policy is a very easy
way to increase student safety.

8/16/2021 11:01 AM

147

Its wonderful that you guys decided to strongly encourage CCSD to require masks for K-6
however that leaves grades 7-8 in middle school maskless around the 6th graders, who could
then bring it home to their younger siblings. Same for high schoolers - some of them have
younger siblings and if half the school is maskless then its just a matter of time before cases
start to rise in school and grades or schools are quarantined. God forbid anyone get seriously
ill - it will happen unless TCH strongly encourages CCSD to require masks for all grades K-12.
One of my friends is divorced and her ex-husband refuses to get vaccinated. As a result their
two daughters, one of which is high school aged (the other is in college now) also refuse to get
vaccinated and my friend is helpless to do anything about that and are going around maskless.
She is heartbroken and really wants CCSD to require masks for all kiddos. I just feel like you're
just asking for an increase in cases in a couple of weeks maybe sooner since Delta is more
contagious. Do the right common sense thing. My son is 10 and he did just fine with a mask
on all year last year. My daughter is 4 and does fine as well.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM
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Our children, under 11 years old, have been shown to not be spreading or contracting the
COVID-19 virus. WHY are we punishing them with unnecessary masks? Our school officials
should all be vaccinated so they are already protected. It should be each individual families
decision if they want to practice additional protection with masks. Our decisions about our
children's health should be our choice.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

149

Vaccination is the only way to stop this virus, if the kids can’t be vaccinated then masks are
their only protection!

8/16/2021 10:59 AM

150

There is no research to date on the safety of face masks for children worn for prolonged
periods of time. In fact, recent reports have shown the harm, in addition to child deaths who
were wearing face masks while engaging in physical activity. Several Doctors have confirmed
the increase of anxiety, sleep problems, behavioral disorders and fear of contamination. It IS a
major threat to their development. The masks ignore the essential needs of the growing child.
Children are dependent on the emotional connection with others. Read the World Health
Organization's June 2020 list of disadvantages to mask wearing. Also, Federal Law, title II of
the Civil Rights Act, U.S. Code 42 allows my Grandchildren to attend school without masks.

8/16/2021 10:56 AM
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Masks are not effective on young children, and here's why. This was written on the side of a
box of mask, the kind that most people buy. It says it will not provide "any" protection against
COVID-19. It does not say "reduces the risk" or "provides limited protection", it says "does not
provide ANY protection from Covid-19". An article about the efficacy of mask wearing (#1 link
below) says that while cloth masks can provide some protection, they must be cared for and
washed properly. Based on experience with friends and kids in school, there is often a rush to
find a mask and parents will give the child whatever they can find, including a dirty mask.
Also, the efficacy of masks depends on the mask being worn properly. They must be fitted
tightly to nose, side of face, and jawline (see #2 link below). If you look at the bullet points of
"how to get the most out of your mask", you'll see that children do not wear their masks
properly, are frequently touching the mask incorrectly, sucking the mask, taking the mask off,
not sanitizing hands, etc. The improper use of the masks by the children are not only LESS
safe for others, it's also less safe for the children as they are breathing in their own air droplets
that are wet. The first day of school last year, my first grade son discovered that he could suck
water through his mask, so he came home with a soaking wet mask. Mental health for children
in Colorado has become a crisis (#3 link below). Children are feeling isolated, unheard, and
more anxious, more so in the last 18 months than before, which correlates directly to the time
frame of mask wearing, among other things. I've heard from teachers and administrators "the
kids do fine with the masks", but the state of emergency for mental health in our young
suggests that outside appearances are not as they seem. We recently witnessed an American
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Olympian put her mental health first, and we should follow that example and stop putting our
children's mental health at risk. The adults in the children's environment have had ample time
to get vaccinated, so there is no reason to be concerned with them spreading the virus to other
adults, or even each other. Children become less ill and are less likely to die from Covid (#4
link from CDC), so what exactly is the fear? That they'll spread to vaccinated adults...who
have the option to wear masks? There is nothing wrong with wearing masks if you have
concerns. Every parent should have a choice to mask their children. That's all we ask, is that
people have an option to wear a mask. Thank you. #1 Link:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-72798-7 #2 Link:
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-mask/art20485449 #3 Link: https://www.childrenscolorado.org/about/news/2021/may-2021/youth-mentalhealth-state-of-emergency/ #4 Link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/science/sciencebriefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html#:~:text=Similar%20to%20adults%20with%20SARS,or
%20die%20from%20COVID%2D19.
152

My reason for being here is stand up for my freedom of choice. Everyone here has choice to
make, every day for themselves and for their families. No choice is the same because no ones
situation is the same. So why should we as a society follow a government, state or federal,
that decides for us how we should live and breath no matter our situation or belief. This is
unconstitutional, against code of ethics, and discrimination to humanity especially our kids!
We are now again on the back & forth with masks, & forced vaccinations & now faculty is
vaccinated & back in a mask??!! I do have data that shows how detrimental it is medically and
psychologically for children to be masked… THIS is what we should be worried about &
considering. Not to mention COVID statistics are slim to none for children under 17 years of
age. Raging CO2 levels, bacterial Infections due to their masks becoming a Petri dish for
fungus and bacteria to grow after just one day of humidifying their own masked air. A study in
Germany revealed 82 bacterial colonies and 4 fungal colonies inside the mask after just 8
hours of a child’s use. No child wears a mask properly, nor can you expect them to.
Psychologically children are being diagnosed with anxiety and behavioral disorders due to fear
of contamination. Fear!!! Fear of contamination for a virus that has little to no affect on them
as a mass population. Suicide rates amongst children are up. And Again, if you or your child
has a different situation then mine, that being some sort of health issue where it is beneficial to
do something that maybe me or my child does not require, then by all means you should do
anything you can and protect your child. But only your child. Don’t try to protect mine. That’s
my job. just two years ago when the flu sadly killed more children in 2018 and 19 then covid
has to date, no one wore masks, no one told you you had to get the flu vaccine or you’d be
fired. No teachers were afraid to come to school, no one was washing their hands 20 times a
day or staying 6ft from each other. We took the proper precautions as individuals and families
as we saw fit. Some 4 million children have tested positive for covid 19 and .008% were fatal
situations. That is not a statistic that supports these actions for masking or lockdowns. My
body my choice right???? I’m not here telling people they cant wear a mask. But as long as
This is still the land of the free and home of the brave, I intend to express my freedom to say
myself and my children will never be told to wear a mask or put something in our bodies that
we do not want. Enough is enough, to each your own, protect yourself, give us a choice for our
own bodies & children. Thank you

8/16/2021 10:55 AM
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Dear Tri-County Health: I understand that Tri-County Health is under increasing pressure to
mandate masks in children again this school year. As you are contemplating establishing
further guidance around masks, I’d like to share our family’s reasons for not masking our
children this school year. We believe the nearly 18 months of data now available is firmly on
the side of not mandating masks. Not to use that data to craft better policies and create better
outcomes for our children would be ignorant and unethical. This data provides us with several
key pieces of information that strongly support keeping our children UNmasked. All of these
statements are supported with source links below. (Emails with source links are being sent
separately to Dr. John Douglas, Jennifer Ludwig, Michelle Askenazi and Ronnae Brockman): •
Children are at extremely low risk from COVID-19. o Mortality rate among children is zero for
children without pre-existing medical conditions o Children are at very low risk of COVID-19 o
Children have strong preexisting immunity to Sars-Cov-2 o Hospital outcomes for children
significantly better than adults o Children spread COVID-19 much less than adults • Children
spread COVID-19 much less than adults. o Adults living with children are not at increased risk
of contracting the disease o In fact, the disease was attenuated in families with children o
Children “act as a brake” on the disease. (Massive study out of Germany) o Transmission is
typically from adult-to-child not from child-to-adult o There are lower household transmission
rates of SARS-CoV-2 from children compared to adults o Bottom line: children are less
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susceptible to COVID-19 than adults o Children are not super spreaders • Asymptomatic
children rarely spread COVID-19. o As with adults, asymptomatic spread is less than 1% in
secondary attack rate o Viral loads in children are significantly lower than in adults o No
evidence of relevant asymptomatic spread in childcare facilities o In-person learning in New
York City public schools not associated with increased prevalence • Teachers do not face an
increased risk from children. o Minimal transmission in primary schools o U.S. Child Care
Programs show no significant impact from COVID-19 o No association of elevated risk for
school providers o Spread among schools in the Fall was subordinate at best o The risk of inperson schooling for teachers is are comparable to the risks of commuting by automobile •
Schools have not driven the spread of COVID-19. o Extremely limited secondary transmission
in schools o Were the risks of opening schools exaggerated? o Transmission in school
settings were uncommon • Studies around the effectiveness of masks are inconclusive. o No
association of risk mitigation and mask use o No association of disease incidence and mask
use o Best case scenario: a reduction of .09 to .6 odds ratio for wearing mask all the time.
Even within a hospital setting the use of masks gives little evidence. “Therefore, evidence for
mask use versus nonuse and comparing mask types in health care settings remained
insufficient. There were no new studies on the effectiveness and safety of mask reuse or
extended use.” o A Danish randomized controlled trial with 6000 participants, published in the
Annals of Internal Medicine in November 2020, found no statistically significant effect of highquality medical face masks against SARS-CoV-2 infection in a community setting. o A July
2020 review by the Oxford Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine found that there is no
evidence for the effectiveness of face masks against virus infection or transmission • Schools
without masks have NOT fared worse. o Comparison of cases with school mask mandates
and no mandates in Florida, New York, and Massachusetts. “We do not find any correlations
with mask mandates.” o Schools in Sweden had no masking and fared just fine o Analysis of
school data shows lower case rates in schools without masks o Raw data on schools across
specific states • Masking can often cause a wide variety of health issues, including headaches
and fatigue. o Mask use might be associated with headaches on other child ailments o
Numerous effects might be seen from extended mask wearing • Masking can have detrimental
effects on mental health. o The impact of COVID-19 on Pediatric Mental Health o Masks can
exacerbate mental issues in children With all of this data, the only possible rationale for
masking children is to appear to protect adults who chose not to be vaccinated. For any people
who may still be at-risk in these older groups, even after widespread vaccine availability, it
seems far more prudent to develop measures that allow them to protect themselves (e.g. N-95
masks), rather than continuing to sacrifice the well-being of our children. While there is no
excess mortality among children in any state, if there are parents who feel their children are at
greater risk, developing tailored mitigation strategies to support those families would be far
more prudent—particularly given that mask mandates in schools have no impact on in-school
transmission. Universally masking in schools, while very visible and socially invasive, sadly
appears to do nothing to protect the vulnerable in those populations. Thank you for taking the
time to read this. I realize that this is a very fraught time, and I appreciate how challenging
your position is. I hope that hearing as many perspectives as possible will help you in your
decision-making process. As for my family, we will not be adhering to any future mask
mandates as the “science” just does not support them. Sincerely, Deirdre Ferguson Centennial,
CO
154

I have a 95 year old mom living with us. I also teach piano. Masks should be mandatory in
order for us to see our students and grandchildren!!!

8/16/2021 10:55 AM
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Actually, I was shocked when I learned that Littleton Public Schools were not requiring masks
this school year. We are not over Covid and the CDC recommends masking in schools. With
masking we have a stronger possibility of our schools remaining open for in school learning. It
doesn't make sense with the current resurgence of Covid cases and with more children getting
the virus that this mask mandate is not currently in force. There is talk of bullying as well. I
strongly urge that a different decision is made. I am curious as to how many cases in a school
would close it down.

8/16/2021 10:54 AM
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I’m in favor of mask mandates. It’s a simple way to protect those most at risk
(immunocompromised, elderly, and young children) as well as those perceived as lesser risk.
With an aerosolized virus, masking is most effective when all people mask.

8/16/2021 10:54 AM
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To keep our children safe until they are vaccinated, please enforce masks indoors until
vaccinations are available for all age groups. It’s not fair to risk our young kids health when
they don’t have the option to be vaccinated yet.

8/16/2021 10:53 AM
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I believe whether a child wears a mask in school should be left to the parents choose not a

8/16/2021 10:53 AM

391 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
mandate.
159

I appreciate your concern about COVID19, but this virus is NOT a risk to our children. Instead,
we know that masks are horrible for our kids. The annual flu is more dangerous to kids than
Coronavirus, and we don't lose our minds every flu season. Please, we know what we are
dealing with now, and we also know that masking does NOT keep us safe. Instead, the masks
are more dangerous than the virus. Do not mask our kids, and make masks optional for adults.

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

160

Please be leaders and make a decision for the mental and physical well-being of our children.
It’s questionable whether wearing cloth (worthless) masks even make a difference in
preventing spread of covid. Where is the proof that they work? Mandate that front line school
teachers and administrators get vaccinated. Then they shouldn’t worry about it. Please stand
up and make a decision based on common sense and science and not politics.

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

161

I do NOT support masking our children, especially kids under 11. Even if 100% of the
population is vaccinated, the virus is not going away. It is the PARENTS job to determine what
level of risk they are willing to accept – not YOURS. At the very least, allow our individual
school districts to determine policy going forward.

8/16/2021 10:50 AM

162

Mask wearing should be left up to the individual and family. The extent of self protections
already in place are sufficient for all. Further the rate of Colorado vaccination is quite high.
Risks are low, and most are not high risk individuals at this point. Even though there may be
some data supporting higher infection rates, individuals can choose how best to protect
themselves. Also, individuals supporting a decision to not mandate mask wearing can still
wear masks if desired. These decisions belong to each individual at this time, and should
remain so.

8/16/2021 10:49 AM
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As a pediatrician who cares for high risk patients, not masking children this year at school is a
mistake. We have made mistakes throughout the pandemic causing death and morbidity for
people. Right now we are dealing not only with COVID, but the early arrival of other viruses.
Our children are at risk; their siblings (especially younger) are at risk and unvaccinated adults
are at risk. Do the right thing and mandate masking in school. It is in the best interest of your
constituents.

8/16/2021 10:48 AM
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I am 100% in favor of a mask mandate for all k-12 students. there is virtually no risk in wearing
a mask, but there are numerous risks if children do NOT wear masks. Kids tend to do what
their peers are doing, so even though some parents (including myself) will ask their kids to
wear masks, if they see others not wearing them they will naturally want to "fit in" and do the
same. I am pleading with you to make the right decision and institute a mask mandate for the
public health of our community. At a minimum please make it a requirement for the
unvaccinated.

8/16/2021 10:48 AM
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Imagine your child, excited to go back to school as a first grader after not being able to finish
their kindergarten year due to lockdowns and school closures. They haven’t seen their friends.
They get to meet their teachers. They get to play. You’re excited that they get to be a kid
again. Then they come home one day, gasping for air through their tears. “I just can’t breathe, I
just can’t breathe.” That is what happened in our household. And it wasn’t because our child
was sick; it was from wearing a mask. CDC says that masks don’t interfere with immune
health and CO; however, the CDC is not a medical community. Scientific research and tests
have indicated that indeed, our children are inhaling their own CO2, causing headaches,
nausea, and lethargy. This is entirely unnecessary, considering the rate at which children are
getting infected is almost none. In fact, COVID rates in children are LOWER than the seasonal
flu. An argument listed for masks is to eliminate mask-shaming. Bullying happens because
parents are not present and/or emotionally available for their children. A child who is bullied at
home is likely to bully in school, and a mask isn’t going to change that one way or another. It
is our responsibility as parents to teach our children that we are all made differently, and it’s
okay if our friends are wearing masks. It’s okay if our friends aren’t wearing masks. It is their
[parent’s] choice and we need to respect that. In regards to mental health stress, the argument
could be made just as strongly that masks cause mental health stress. As a preschool
teacher, I need to point out how incredibly important it is for children to see facial expressions
in order do properly develop social and emotional responses. This doesn’t stop in elementary
school. Not being able to understand a response from either a peer or adult can be detrimental
to their development and cause multiple responses in the brain that can trigger mental health
struggles. Clinical psychological simulation studies have shown this in numerous cases.
Additionally,
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I strongly disagree with the use of masks on children for any reason, data does NOT support
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that there are enough cases among children to warrant this
167

Let’s have a good start to the school year and not let things get bad and then have to send
children home for remote learning.

8/16/2021 10:44 AM
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It is our imperative as a community to protect our children and those who are
immunocompromised. Universal masking IS the way forward until all people have the option to
get the vaccine. Universal masking allowed for our students to remain IN school last year. With
the more contagious Delta variant - NOW is the time to be more vigilant. We need to come
together as a community to take every measure to prevent a lockdown that would be
economically devastating. Universal masking is the only policy that can help businesses and
kids. This is the common sense choice.

8/16/2021 10:43 AM
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I strongly support a mask mandate for all schools during this time. Putting the children's
safety, especially those unvaccinated, at the forefront during this pandemic should be the top
priority. If schools can enforce other dress codes (skirt lengths, shirt content, midriff exposure,
etc.) then they can certainly enforce dress code safety measures (masks) to help protect
these kids who don't yet have the option to receive a vaccine. Many area schools have made
the decision to require masks and help keep students safe and give them the best chance for
in person school throughout the year. However, LPS, is choosing to follow the Tri-County
guidance on a mandate only policy. I hope this will be put in place to make all the districts put
safety first before politics. We should be protecting our students health before an outbreak
occurs and having to send students back to virtual learning.
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Leave the decision up to us!
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Mandate is not flexible. Leave it to families to decide! At minimum, don't make vaccinated
teachers wear masks while they are not in close contact! Let kids take the masks off while
they are not in close contact.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

172

I think we can mostly agree that the goal is to have the most students do in person learning for
the maximum amount of this school year possible. The best way to do this seems to be for
health officials (those with medical knowledge) to make decisions and not school boards (who
are knowledgeable in education). Leaving it up to schools just means they punt these
decisions to families to save their election possibilities. Since schools have done away with
distancing and quarantining, it seems the best way to combat spread would be masks,
especially among those under 12. Masks just seem easy where other options are hard.

8/16/2021 10:40 AM
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“My body, my choice”. We should have the right to decide what is best for ourselves and our
children. By masking ourselves, we are doing psychological damage. We need to be able to
see others faces, this helps us decode emotions. It is imperative when trying to teach kids
how to read, speak, and communicate well. Please leave the decision up to us. Thank you
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don't let politics interfere with a health sciences matter

8/16/2021 10:39 AM
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It is time to put an end to masks. The irreparable harm you are doing to these kid's mental
states is unforgivable. Not to mention lacking in all common sense. These kids touch their
hands all over their masks all day. Some wear the same mask multiple times without washing.
You keep talking about "Science". Maybe you should take look at actual science instead of
repeating false information over and over. This is not making our kids healthy physically or
mentally. And, it's time you start thinking of their mental states. The fear mongering needs to
STOP! We are done work masks!

8/16/2021 10:38 AM
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I am not in favor of indoor mask mandates at this time

8/16/2021 10:38 AM
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Honestly, I don't understand the community outreach. The forum is lending more fuel to the fire
that this is a political statement and is not based on science. This should ONLY be a science
based decision and it shouldn't matter what our political beliefs are or who is screaming the
loudest. All levels of government need to step up and do the right thing to protect our children
by requiring masks in schools because the SCIENCE says it is the right thing to do. On a
personal note, we kept both of our kids out of school last year and they cannot handle another
year of social isolation. Now we are forced to send our kids to schools that are more
concerned about the individual than the community as a whole. Masks will make us safer and
reduce the chance for a disruption to the school year. THIS IS NOT A INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
ISSUE, IT IS A COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUE.

8/16/2021 10:38 AM
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I believe that mandating masks encourages people to view others more as danger and
undermines a sense of community and friendliness. I also believe it makes it harder for people
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to properly read others’ faces, both for emotional tone and for speech and phonics learning.
Life is full of risks that we take because they are worth it. Living a normal, mask-free life
comes with a higher risk of contracting an illness that is usually not serious, but having
everyone wear masks comes with its own risks, and I believe the risks of having everyone in
masks are worse than the risks of not masking.
179

As a physician I concur with the a mandate requirement to help slow transmission of the Delta
COVID variant. Last year there were minimal disruptions at my daughter's school, and I
attribute this in large part to the mask mandate as well as strong cleanliness standards as well
as protocols for sick children at the school.

8/16/2021 10:37 AM
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Thank you for holding this meeting and soliciting input from the affected community on this
inexplicably divisive issue. At the beginning of this pandemic, the CDC's original position was
that masks were not effective. Since then, the CDC has changed positions on masks, as has
been supported by studies completed by Stanford and Harvard. The fact that an organization
like the CDC can admits its mistakes is critical. There is widespread agreement that had mask
mandates been implemented sooner in 2020 that lives could have been saved, the “curve”
could have been flattened sooner, and communities could have avoided successive waves.
We needed was leadership from the highest levels. We did not get that from the federal
government, and absent that leadership, our state government was reluctant to put such orders
in place. To be clear, implementing a mask mandate, either in schools or generally, does not
violate anyone’s constitutional rights. (c.f., https://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/2020/10/29/tomask-or-not-to-mask-its-not-a-constitutional-question/) Today, according to the New York
Times, Colorado’s overall vaccination rate is 62%, for all ages. This is based on the data it
collects from the CDC. Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas counties are identified as “very high
risk,” and statewide the 14-day change rate is +34%, which are similar to the circumstances
we faced in 2020 when masks were finally mandated. Despite the fact existence of the
vaccine, today the CDC recommends masking in schools: Due to the circulating and highly
contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2
and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. "In
large part, this recommendation is based on the fact that so many schools serve a substantial
population of students under age 12, who are not eligible for the vaccine." Those who oppose
vaccinations, either the COVID vaccine or vaccines in general, are part of the problem, despite
overwhelming scientific evidence that supports vaccines’ efficacy. The State of Colorado
currently aims for herd immunity and has taken steps to minimize opting out of vaccinations
due to personal beliefs. However, state law provides the minimum protection. At the same time
organizations, such as TCHD are allowed to and should provide more than the minimum, and
can accomplish this by requiring 100% vaccination, with exemptions for those with
documented (i.e., legitimate) medical exemptions, of course. Short of this, issuing a mask
mandate is the next best thing to protect all of its constituency given that these (original
COVID virus and the Delta and Lambda variants) are the most contagious viruses in more than
100 years in this country alone. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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My kids are under 12y and cannot get vaccinated. They are at risk every day from other
massless unvaccinated kids, unvaccinated families, and unmasked adults in school.

8/16/2021 10:37 AM

182

This is about submission and you know it. Children do not get sick from COVID. The flu has
more impact on the health of young children. You also know that not CLOTH mask can prevent
a virus from spreading. The virus is 1000x smaller than the thread of a surgical mask. You are
bullies and you are sick. You shouldn't even be allowed around children.

8/16/2021 10:36 AM
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I do not support universal masking in any portion of the school day at all school levels for
students or staff. I do support the ability for anyone in the school to wear a mask without
feeling judged for their decision. Masks have been scientifically proven to be destructive to the
social emotion growth of children. They cannot read facial cues when masks cover the faces
of their teachers or their fellow students.

8/16/2021 10:35 AM
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It should ultimately be up to the family whether our children wear a mask or not. Our children
need to see faces while learning and in a social environment. The virus is not spreading in
schools. We learned this last year! For parents that want a mask or their kids won’t attend
have the option to online school.

8/16/2021 10:35 AM
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Elementary school kids need to be in school and since they cannot be vaccinated, masks are
the next best option for everyone to stay safe and keep classrooms open. I do not want to see
a repeat of remote learning like we had last year.

8/16/2021 10:34 AM
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Masks work…schools that TEACH science should follow the science. Help save not only our
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children but the amazing teachers we are blessed to have. Far to many parents are NOT
vaccinating themselves let alone their children…Please make masks mandatory…just like you
do a dress code. Thank you
187

I currently work in an elementary school in Littleton. I would like masks to be optional. We
currently have approximately 1/4 of kids masking and that’s fine. If Delta cases continue to
rise, I believe many students will choose to mask. “Choose” being the key word. As an ESL
teacher, my job is very difficult when the teacher and student are masked.
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It is imperative that we make a best effort to especially protect children who are too young to
be vaccinated from being infected .
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For children who cannot be vaccinated, I find it very important to keep them safe and healthy
by requiring masks. This is not a political issue and should not be painted in that light. This is
about the greater good and the health and safety of our loved ones.

8/16/2021 10:31 AM
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Some school districts are not going to mandate masks without direction from Tri-County
health. It appears the science says this will help protect our kids under 12 and probably help
protect adults who cannot get the vaccine and those who are vaccinated. Nobody wants to go
back to masks inside but it seems like the smart step to take at this point including for kids
while they're inside school buildings.

8/16/2021 10:30 AM
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In addition to academia, we are hopefully teaching our children to be compassionate human
beings. Wearing a mask is one way to be considerate of the health and safety needs of all.
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I urge you to initiate a mask mandate for all schools. My son is 8 years old and wants to wear
a mask to school. He understands how dangerous this virus is. My concern is that he will be
surrounded by children that aren't wearing a mask. There is no separation and it is extremely
dangerous. The Delta variant is spreading like wildfire all over the country. There have already
been positive cases in LPS (Euclid Middle School). Please, please protect our children and
follow the science and instill a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 10:29 AM
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1) No existing peer-reviewed, independent research that proves masks work, but plenty
suggesting it can be harmful with long-term use 2) Ages infant through teenagers at virtually no
risk of covid complications or death without highly exceptional and multiple pre-existing
conditions, as admitted by the CDC themselves. 3) Studies show masks collect multiple
pathogens as dangerous as tuberculosis https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/lab-tests-show-11dangerous-pathogens-found-in-childrens-masks/ 4) Psychological harm such as fear,
depression, anxiety 5) Parents reserve the SOLE right to determine the health choices of their
family. At-risk children, which are extremely rare, should be properly managed by their family,
not subject the vast majority of children to draconian medical tyranny 6) Class-action lawsuits
work
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In many circumstances, the opinion of parents should be weighed heavily when making
decisions about policies and procedures regarding children and their education. However, these
opinions must take a backseat in the face of scientific evidence and the support of the Center
for Disease Control, the American Association of Pediatrics, and other scientific and medical
groups. Masks and mask mandates reduce the spread of COVID-19, which in turn reduce
illness, lost instruction time, and even death. Masks work best when everyone wears them.
Relying on individual parents to make "the best decision for their own families" makes sense
when that decision only affects that parent's child. The decision to wear a mask affects the
child as well as everyone he comes in contact with. We all agree it'd be silly to allow a parent
to decide to send a child to school who had the flu even if that parent felt it was the best
decision for their child. Why? Because that would put the children and staff he comes in
contact with at risk. Much spread of COVID-19 occurs before one has symptoms and the Delta
variant is much more transmissible than previous strains. Masks do protect the wearer, but
best protection is provided when an infected individual (who may be pre-symptomatic) is
wearing one as well. Parents should be allowed to make decisions for their childrens' health as
long as those decisions do not affect other children. The decision not to wear masks DOES
put others at risk, and therefore should not be optional. There is no question that universal
mask use prevents disease spread and death. The only question is whether or not we allow
parental opinions to outweigh the recommendation of the majority of the medical and scientific
community to best protect our students.
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In order to protect children who are unable to get vaccinated due to their age, there should be a
mask mandate for kids 11 and younger. Kids 12 and up should be strongly encouraged to
receive the vaccine. In addition to that, these children should have access to and be presented
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with scientific evidence about the effectiveness of the vaccine in their schools. If a child's
parent does not want them to be vaccinated, that child should be provided with the opportunity
to make informed decisions about their own health and learn more about the effectiveness and
efficacy of the vaccine.
196

We have not data on kids mental health because we are not tracking the effects covid is
having on our youth. It’s time to let kids have their loves back and let them decide if they want
to wear a mask. The future of our country is in the hands of these kids. They need to be in
school and learning at the level they once had. Not one person in the state stopped kids when
we had a flu outbreak. We have a vaccination, we need to move forward. Masks have
underlying health issues and those risks should be addressed. Our youth will have a worse
future if we don’t let them get back to normal.

8/16/2021 10:26 AM
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Hi – I am sharing comments on the topic of masks for kids as it is clear COVID is here for a
while and there are both near and long-term considerations of masking policy. Additionally, I
am neither pro or anti mask. My hope is we can reach disciplined, data driven determinations
on which mitigation steps to implement and be disciplined on when to remove them. Data,
while far from perfect, suggest masks make some impact on transmission of COVID. While
not clear exactly how effective against the Delta variant, for the sake of this discussion, it is
reasonable to assume well-fitting masks, made of appropriate material can help limit the
spread of COVID. The questions then seem to be 1. Are there negative impacts of mask
wearing? and 2. When and for how long are masks appropriate tools? If there are side effects
from prolonged mask wearing, they need to be weighed against the benefits and use of masks
should be limited to the most consequential time periods. As an early mask adopter (wearing
well before the first mandates in 2020) I am inclined to think masks are an important tool in
helping protect myself and others. Through the year, I had anecdotal experience to suggest
that mask wearing had a negative effect on my 2.5 year old daughters language and social
development. She spent most days in 2020 in day care with her teachers wearing masks. Her
ability to enunciate words and understand facial expressions is significantly delayed relative to
her older brother at the same age. At this point, I am not worried - she will catch up especially
assuming limited/targeted mask wearing in the future. My concern is there may be further
unintended consequences to children from prolonged masking. As the school masking
discussion has ramped up, I began to research. None of the research is clear (it’s just too
early) but does seem to suggest there are short term impacts. Some of the researchers assert
the impacts will likely be limited but also do so on the assumption masking isn’t permanent.
It’s not clear what the long term impacts will be of extended mask wearing but seems like
there might be unintended consequences across the population. With the far from perfect
research in mind, I ask that Tri-County Board of Health take the most targeted approach
possible in recommendation of any mask mandate in schools. If the short term benefits of
mask wearing are determined to outweigh consequences then masks should be mandated for
as short of a period as possible, linked to case/hospitalization data, and have transparent
thresholds for repealing the mandate. Knowing that children in general are less likely to
become severely ill from COVID and also spread it at lower rates, it’s critical that the long-term
effects of masking don’t outweigh the short-term considerations. If COVID is here to stay,
which seems to be the case, extremely targeted, data driven mitigation steps which are
implemented dynamically to match the circumstance are our best bet. As mitigation steps
become more permanent, people become less likely to willfully follow them and begin to
distrust the intentions of those implementing them. We are also more likely to realize the long
term unintended or not fully understood consequences of constant mitigation.

8/16/2021 10:26 AM
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Thank you for allowing public comments. I do appreciate you taking into account parent, staff,
and student preferences. I would like to ask that you refer to the scientific data that has been
done so far on this. It seems to me that masks is the most cost effective way to safely keep
students and staff in schools, to promote mental health, prevent isolation and suicide, to keep
parents employed, decrease unemployment, decrease food scarcity problems, keep students
closer to on grade level, and prevent communicable disease outbreaks including Covid-19 and
seasonal flu. Additionally, you would be able to help prevent frequent school closures ,
especially when many students may not have access to internet, food, or have other barriers
that prevent them from participating in distance learning. And lastly, while I very much
appreciate you taking into account the community’s opinions, why are you not listening to the
hundreds of physicians who have written to you, voiced their concerns, and told you very
clearly that universal masking is the primary way that we can try to maintain a safe learning
environment for all of our children in Colorado and across the world? Just like any other piece
of clothing that is required- you must wear a shirt, shoes, pants. A mask is simply one
additional piece of clothing. My child might find shoes uncomfortable to wear, but it is required
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when we go out to keep him safe from stepping on glass, hot pavement, dog poop. I see a
mask in a similar light. It is just another piece of clothing (cloth or paper) to keep you safe and
everyone else safe. Delta is dangerous. And we don’t know what the next variant will look like
either. We entrust you as PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT to keep our PUBLIC HEALTH
SAFE. Please let us know that you can be trusted when we are dealing with the worst public
health crisis of ours and our children’s lifetimes. Thank you for your time in reading and
considering all of the information.
199

Personal protective measures such as masks should remain a choice not a mandate. I firmly
believe in the freedom of choice! Cloth face coverings are not rated nor certified to stop
viruses. Furthermore current data on your website shows a downward trend thus not supporting
another mandate. Please allow citizens to be free to make choices based on your
recommendations and not subjects of your mandates. Thank you for your consideration.
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No mandates! Our children, Our choice!

8/16/2021 10:25 AM
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The CDC has recommended masks in indoor settings for 90% of the US. It is important for us
to keep our children safe and schools should be following this recommendation. My son is a 13
year old 8th grader at Goddard Middle School which is part of Littleton Public Schools. Littleton
Public Schools has not mandated masks and so only a handful of students and teachers are
wearing masks. My son has been vaccinated but it does very little good if he will be sitting in
close quarters with others without a mask. I realize masks only protect us so much, but I feel
something is better than nothing. Littleton Public Schools started school on Thursday, August
12th and already Euclid Middle School is sending letters to parents regarding a positive Covid
case. Covid cases are on the rise due to the Delta variant. This time last year masks were
required in schools, with the numbers increasing again I feel it is important to mandate masks
to keep our kids safe and in schools. I also feel this should be required for K-12 grades.
Bullying and mask shaming is a real thing today. If masks are not mandated for all grades and
I tell my 13 year old to wear one when the rest of the school is not wearing one it sets him up
to be bullied by other students. I don't want that to be another issue I deal with in my
household. We need to do what we can to keep our children safe and in the classroom for the
upcoming school year. Please consider the CDC mask guidelines for masks in indoor settings
and make this mandatory for our schools. Thank you!
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I am not in favor of masking children in schools

8/16/2021 10:23 AM
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Masks should be mandated for ALL students- p-k thru 12. Masks are absolutely necessary for
the health of our students and teachers as well as for optimizing the chances of continuous inperson learning.. Honestly,, following CDC guidelines is a no brainer. Kids who want to wear
masks may feel pressured not to for risk of ridicule ..

8/16/2021 10:23 AM
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To Whom it May Concern: I have a student at Regis Jesuit High School. Based on science
behind the letter to school leaders recommending indoor masks for K-12 schools, I would
argue that based on that same science, the Tri-County Health Department mandate masks in
all schools K-12. As an individual I have done all that I can to keep my family safe. I have
vulnerable family member in my home and I have instructed my high school-aged child to wear
a mask indoors at school to help protect my children. However, based on data from the CDC,
masks work best when everyone wears them. I will continue to do my part to keep my family
safe, but mandating masks indoors will help me keep my child safe and could save a child’s
life. Thank you. Lauren Bloomquist
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Facts show covid had a low infection rate in young kids, if infected they show mid if any
symptoms. Our children, our decision!!! Do not mask our children.

8/16/2021 10:21 AM
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The science indicates that Masks Don’t Work, if they did, we would have been wearing them to
not get the flu.

8/16/2021 10:19 AM
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We are finding out new information about the COVID-19 virus every day. With the new data
showing that those who are vaccinated can be carriers of the more contagious variant of the
virus and infect others, it makes sense to start masking again indoors, universally. It protects
those who are both vaccinated and not vaccinated. Even though the mortality rate for children
is lower, there are findings of possible long term affects for everyone, including children. We
don't know who it will affect and who it will not affect. I feel that universal masking will
encourage more people to put on masks. Masking is similar to covering your mouth when you
cough to prevent the spread of germs. Also, as a child, like a school dress code or uniform, if
others are masking, it is much easier for you to wear a mask as well. It is difficult to be the
different one in a group. Additionally, masking currently is so politically charged that if the
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individual school or school district decides to implement a universal masking policy, it will be
targeted. We do no need school officials dealing with additional these barriers. Final point military bases, transportation are already requiring masking. Universal masking indoors is not a
new thing.
208

Each individual district should decide for themselves what’s best for their students, staff and
the community as a whole. The varying population in Arapahoe and Adams County make it
highly unpractical to make blanket decisions for the counties. Brighton and Aurora should not
determine how our entire county is run. The rural half of the County has had relatively few
cases with mostly unmasked citizens compared to the number of cases in the urban half of
our county where the majority of the citizens are masked. I don’t feel making the children wear
masks is going to change anything aside from making it harder for them to hear and
understand their teachers and to serve as a distraction from learning. If a parent feels masks
are right for their children that is their right but I should also have the right to decide for my own
children what’s best for them.

8/16/2021 10:18 AM
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Please mask up!

8/16/2021 10:18 AM
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It is imperative that we require masks for all students to protect those who cannot get vaccine
due to age as well as protecting the people in our community. please let science (and not
politics or community comments) drive decision making during a global pandemic.

8/16/2021 10:18 AM
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With the Delta variant being more contagious and breakthrough cases happening among
vaccinated people, I would like masks to be required in schools. Kids and teachers are in
confined spaces for long periods of time, and it is simply not safe for the vaccinated and
unvaccinated to mingle.

8/16/2021 10:17 AM

212

No masks

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

213

Mask wearing is the least we can do to maintain schools open while reducing the spread of the
disease and the possibility of new mutations that will lead to more dangerous variants. We are
all in this together.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

214

Cases of COVID19 are rising in the state of CO, including in the Tri-County area. Currently the
average number of new cases is at least 1.5 times higher than it was one year ago when a
mask mandate was in place for schools. While some districts are taking a responsible
approach and requiring the use of masks in indoor settings, other districts such as Littleton
Public Schools are letting parents decide whether their child is masked, suggesting this a
personal decision that affects no one other than the parent and child. Unfortunately, due to the
infectious nature of COVID19, this choice does not simply affect a single child but also the
other people in their classroom, school, and broader community. There is a reason why we do
not allow parents to make individual choices about whether their child can bring a knife or gun
to school, whether parents can send their child to school when vomiting or with a fever,
whether parents can choose to allow their child to throw rocks at other children, etc. Similarly
we don't let adults decide for themselves whether or not it's ok for them to drive 50 miles an
hour through a school zone or drive a car after drinking a case of beer. These actions have
predictable and devastatingly negative impacts on the broader community. There are times
when we put rules and laws in place to protect the good of the many from the actions of the
individual. This is one of those times. We have already made the difficult decision to pull our
older child out of the Littleton Public School district. No remote option is available for families
with health concerns. With no mask mandate in place, school is not a safe place for our family.
While three members of our family are fully vaccinated, our youngest who is medically
complex is too young to be vaccinated. If the three vaccinated family members contract
COVID-19, we're likely to be fine, but will our youngest son? We are asking the board of health
to do the right thing and require masks in indoor school settings for students of all ages to slow
the spread of COVID-19 in our community at least until such time that the vaccine is available
for all members of our community.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

215

I do not support masks in schools under any circumstance. According to TCHD own data
found on the website there hasn’t been any growth in hospitalizations amongst children. Also,
the data shown continues to show that deaths among children is flat. All of these results have
continued with the large majority of children interacting with other people in public places
(stores, neighborhoods, recreational facilities/companies) throughout the summer without the
use of masks. As a teacher for over 30 years in the primary grades, it is extremely important
for the children to clearly see the teacher’s mouth to learn how to produce the sounds when
working on phonics. The students need this to learn to read and write. It’s important for them to
see and hear how to form the phonemes that correlate with the individual graphemes. This

8/16/2021 10:16 AM
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continues to be true throughout the elementary years when the students are working on
decoding and encoding words. Please don’t hamper their education, especially since the data
from your website doesn’t support it.
216

Keeping mask wearing for children a parental decision. I attended the first day at Ford
Elementary. Parents were allowed to walk children to class. LPS has given parents the choice
to mask their children or not. 5% or less were masked. When LPS gave parents the choice
this was my observation. Similar at Newton Middle Schools open house, the overwhelming
majority didn’t wear masks (adult or kids). Saying this night was 5% participation would be
generous.

8/16/2021 10:15 AM

217

It is with the utmost respect that I write the board regarding the mask wearing issue. Please
continue to use science as your guide and draw from your expertise and experience to make
your decisions and do not let political influence determine your decision. Unfortunately the
public has shown that we can not act responsible without the form of some kind of mandate.
Please mandate masks while indoors so we can keep our kids safe and the economy open!

8/16/2021 10:15 AM

218

My kids have been so excited for school to start but now so sad and scared about the masks
at ccsd. My son has anxiety issues as it is and masks make it much worse. But he doesn’t
want to be different. I am looking to move to a private school now where he can learn without
this oppression and negative attention. The problem is my husband lost his job with covid and
we hoped and prayed that we could keep in the school district we pay for, but now we can’t. So
sad what you are doing to these kids and mental well being which is far worse for the 12 and
younger age group than covid. So sad that this is being forced “in the name of science and to
save lives” when probably doing the opposite with kid suicide.

8/16/2021 10:13 AM

219

I support masking to protect children are too young to get vaccinated. For older children who
can be vaccinated it should be a parents choice for what is right for their child and their family.

8/16/2021 10:12 AM

220

We can see what's happening in other States already - 2 days into the school year and kids
have to quarantine already. Please enforce a mask mandate for all schools, not just
elementary school kids. Middle School kids should be protected as well as High schoolers and
kids with siblings. If no mandate is issues, then there will be bullying among kids. If everybody
wore a mask, there would be no discussion or other kids following the non-mask wearers.
Please enforce a mask mandate across schools for everybody, including STAFF that work with
kids. This is especially important for Staff and Teachers that work with special needs kids or
anyone with a weaker immune system. Thank you

8/16/2021 10:12 AM

221

I believe masking is an essential and effective layer of protection, along with other types of
protection. Adding conditional statements of when to wear or not wear masks is a loss of
opportunity to raise efficacy of the combined methods.

8/16/2021 10:12 AM

222

I am very concerned sending my unvaccinated kindergartener to school without a mask and
already hearing of 2 cases at the middle school 2 days into the school year

8/16/2021 10:11 AM

223

All 3 of my kids are fully vaccinated. Fully vaccinated children 12 & over should not be forced
to wear a mask at this point in time.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

224

Good morning. My name is Steve Holley, and my wife and I have lived in the Littleton School
District for over 10 years. Our oldest son, Nate, began attending Littleton High School and our
11-yr old, Ben, is attending middle school in JeffCo. Additionally, my wife and I have both been
educators for a combined 45 years, including teaching in both online, hybrid, and in-person
modalities during the pandemic. I'm writing to you today to encourage you to adopt a mask
policy similar to what DPS recently announced. Both my wife and I are vaccinated, but two
weeks ago, both of us experienced a positive breakthrough COVID. And while our symptoms
are mild, our 11-year old son was not so lucky, as he was diagnosed as positive only
yesterday. He currently has a fever of 102 and is experiencing coughing fits. Given he's
asthmatic as well, my wife and I are terrified he might end up in the hospital. Our 14-yr old,
Nate, tested positive and had to be admitted to the ER at Children's. In addition, he had to
miss the first three days of his freshman year in high school. For the sake of the safety of the
students who have been placed in our collective care, I implore you to do the right thing.
Students can still learn in the safer space created by mask-wearing. Teachers have adapted to
understanding facial cues while students wear masks. A district-wide mask mandate is the
safest, and easiest, way to ensure we can keep kids in school while also focusing on the
health of the community as a whole. Thanks for your time.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

225

The numbers do not support the children being masked! The risk is not there based on the

8/16/2021 10:10 AM
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percentages. They need to see their teachers and peers faces. This is causing more harm!
Make them optional NOW!
226

Please do not require masking for these students. There is no science backing this request.
Children have fared very well so far with COVID and those that need the vaccine have access
to it and can mask up for their own protection. This is abuse to require a mask while learning it is not hygienic, impairs learning - especially those learning to read and with learning
disabilities, it impairs social skills and could be a safety issue as well. Please consider leaving
this up to families.

8/16/2021 10:09 AM

227

I am in FULL SUPPORT of a mask mandate for all grades of school for the reasons you gave:
Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing Potential impact on
secondary spread Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks)
Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due
to isolation, school disruption

8/16/2021 10:09 AM

228

I’m not an antivaxxer, but do feel that masks should be a choice. I believe science has proven
the masks can’t stop a microscopic virus from traveling.

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

229

I am not in support of students or parents wearing masks in schools. It is unnecessary and
has caused stress and anxiety in my children and I’m concerned about the lasting affect on
our kids. We need to have a choice!!!

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

230

Please require universal mask wearing in schools because masks drastically reduce the
spread of COVID. The Delta variant is highly contagious and will spread like wildfire throughout
the community if we don't take action. It is Tri-County Health's responsibility to stand firm on
actions that will ensure public health & safety, and mask wearing is one of those actions.

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

231

This virus impacts the whole community and the whole community should be a part of
protecting one another. This would also be a great teaching experience for our children, that our
community, as a whole came, together for the well-being of all. This is part of our history, for
future generations to see that all were protected.

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

232

My grandson is in 6th grade and is turning 11 this month. He does not have any protection
against COVID-19 except a mask at this point . During orientation at the school none of the
staff was wearing masks and the principal said he is not policing who is vaccinated or not.
Right there it tells me if anyone if infected , transmission will happen . No protection . We saw
that last year Cherry Creek Schools did a wonderful job of keeping our kids safe. These kids
don’t just live alone they bring home to families. Let’s not have any more unnecessary
hospitalization or deaths .

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

233

Given the recent data pertaining to an imminent surge in COVID, an increase in breakthrough
cases, and what we know is happening in surrounding states, it is INCUMBENT on us to
remain clear about the science and utility of universal masking. Our most vulnerable
populations are at stake here, and as you know, we are already seeing an unusual increase in
RSV. We cannot wait to take action…this MUST occur now to prevent illness, disruption to the
emotional/educational well-being of our kids, and the health of our community. We have an
opportunity to DO THE RIGHT THING BASED IN SCIENCE, not politics or misinformed
opinion. Follow your colleagues examples in JeffCo, Denver, Adams counties as well as
Cherry Creek school district. This should not even be up for debate. My kids’ health decisions
should not be in the hands of anti-maskers. Please err on the side of safety.

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

234

I support universal masking in all indoor school settings BUT in particular K-5 where the
children simply cannot get vaccinated. If the science/CDC/AAP recommend masking, I do not
see why we would not follow the recommendation and mandate masks because we KNOW
that it's one layer of protection for those kids who cannot get vaccinated - as we KNOW that
some won't follow it unless it's mandated. Don't wait until things get worse. We'll never know if
we were too careful but will certainly know if we weren't careful enough. Don't put the stress of
watching their classmates get sick or having to quarantine on the shoulders of our children.
Have EVERY layer of protection at their disposal so they can have as typical a school year as
possible. This shouldn't even be up for debate.

8/16/2021 10:07 AM

235

There are three critical questions pertaining to the implementation of a public school mask
mandate by the Board of Health of Tri-County Health Department . One: Is the Delta variant of
Covid-19 a clear and present danger to the health of the school and community populations in
the Tri-County Area? Two: Are masking and other mitigation strategies effective in diminishing
such a threat? Three: Is the Board empowered to declare such a mandate? If the answer to all
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three questions is yes, an answer supported by the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatric
Physicians, relevant data, and a great number of informed parents in the affected counties,
then the mandate must be imposed for the time necessary. Those against will cite mental
health concerns, which can be handled among most of the population through positive and
supportive measures. Mental health professionals vastly prefer children working through
masking to having them occupying beds in hospitals. First-hand experience informs my
statement that the death of a fellow student - or even severe illness - has tremendously
adverse and often traumatic effects on students of all ages, particularly elementary students.
This is a public health issue/emergency. Please treat it like one and issue mask/mitigation
mandates for indoor settings in the schools in the counties for which you are responsible.
236

I think when the virus is mutating rapidly and developing new strains, we should continue
wearing masks.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

237

To the board at Tri-County Health, I am a parent of an 11 year old boy who is entering 6th
grade at Fox Ridge Middle School, a Cherry Creek school. I am vehemently opposed to MY
son being required to wear a mask while indoors at school. I specify my son because other
parents feel that their child/children should wear a mask while at school and that is not only
their choice but its their right as parents. Here is why I am opposed to mask wearing. It simply
doesn't work. The CDC has even gone back and forth about the efficacy of mask and they
have concluded that they don't stop the spread or disease and/or germs. This is probably
because all of the masks out there, to include the N95, doesn't create a perfect seal around
the nose and mouth. Without that perfect seal there is no protection. Not only that but a
multitude of medical professionals have come out and said that masks do not stop the virus
from passing through the mask material. So then we have the issue now of how it looks to the
public - or the "optics". Mask have become the equivalent to a newborn babies pacifier. It
stops the whining and complaining and makes everyone how is scared somehow feel better
because their flat screen or mobile device told them that they would absolutely get Covid-19
and therefore be hospitalized and perhaps die. And everyone bought that narrative.
Unfortunately this just isn't the case, particularly in children. So why then wear a mask if it has
been proven to be ineffective based on the finding of doctors and other medical professionals?
Because the CDC said so? Since when does the phrase "because I said so" become a valid
point to logical adults? Because we need to "follow the science"? The science is flawed
because scientist are flawed, because they are human. But the people that the government
and the media parade on TV that are in favor of masks wearing have an agenda to push and it
isn't the truth! These people stand to make tons of money and gain political points moving
forward all while people are looking to them (especially doctors - MD's) to "do no harm" as
stated in the Hippocratic Oath. Following the science of wearing a mask is like following the
science that the Earth is flat. We know its not and we know they don't work! So it's an optics
game predicated on the telephone game that you are involved in. I as a parent am not
interested in the telephone game surrounding Covid-19. These masks have a psychological
affect on our kids as well. What messages are we sending to our kids? That blind compliance
is ok? That obedience is more important than question what's happening around you? That if
the establishment doesn't get its way we will be forced (aka required) to comply "or else"? We
are neutering the minds of our kids with masks. We are teaching them to obey and not ask
questions. To believe that this is for their benefit, and that failure to comply will result in
exclusion from the classroom. Yet, other counties have opted out of wearing masks. Does this
mean that Covid only lives in certain counties? Of course not. It means that other counties
haven't bought in to the nonsense surround Covid-19, masks, and vaccines. They haven't
handed over their fortitude and submitted, willfully, to the lies. They stood up and said No. That
it stops here. That kids have the lowest possible rate of infection and that they are more likely
to get struck by lightning that to catch covid. But what about the fact that there isn't a vaccine
for kids? What about the fact that people are still getting sick from, spreading not only Covid
but its variants, and potentially dying to to complication to the vaccine???? I'd rather my son
get outside and create vitamin D from sun exposer to help strengthen his immune system which apparently none of us have since Covid arrived, than sit in a classroom attempting to
understand what the teacher is saying from behind their mussel. I would even go as far as
moving away just to get my son into a school that doesn't require these futile masks. Please
do not require masks in schools. Please don't psychologically neuter thousands of kids
because of fear mongering. Please stop the conditioning that is happening to our kids. They
didn't get herd immunity, didn't get herd compliance and obedience, so they are now going after
herd submission and they are targeting the kids because they don't have the tools to fight
back. My job as a parent is to provide for and protect my son. I do not abdicate that
responsibility to you or anyone else. My son is at school to interact with other kids and learn
some great information along the way. He's not there to be conditioned and set up for failure in
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the future. Whats next? Forearm tattoos and striped pajamas? No thank you! Masks don't work
because they don't create a solid seal. I know this firsthand as a military vet that had to don a
gas mask to ensure a perfect seal of find out the hard way via tear gas. We can't blindly follow
the supposed science because even the science is getting censored over profitability. Fauci is
wrong but won't admit it. Just like doctors that perform malpractice and won't admit to doing
harm. Just like the scientist that signed off on the o-ring of the Challenger even though they
knew it was faulty. Please don't sit in the echo chamber of lies. Please let the parents do the
parenting. Please take out one domino so the rest can stand up and not get tipped over and be
collateral damage. Please listen to all sides - even those who believe in the masks because
those parents feel like that's the best for THEIR kid(s). Please listen to me because I feel like
the masks is more harmful than beneficial. Thank you for your time and consideration.
238

In light of the recent reversal of the decision requiring students under the age of 12 to wear
masks while inside of school within the Cherry Creek School District, I am writing to make a
request. Please send me the specific research and data reflecting the science documenting
the necessity and safety of masking children which the Tri-County health department
recommendation is based on. I am able to provide several legitimate studies which
demonstrate the harm and unnecessary imposition of masking children presents. At the risk of
painting a target on my back, and potentially exposing my child to unfair treatment due to our
family choices and preferences running against the grain where masks are concerned, I must
speak out. Ultimately, standing up for what I believe in is the better example for me to set for
my children than to ignore my conscience and do nothing to protect their freedom simply
because the current socio-political climate surrounding the mainstream pandemic narrative is
intolerant to opposing views, and could mean people don't like me. My child has suffered from
the consequences of compulsory masking for too long, and I have heard from countless other
parents whose children are suffering too. We were feeling such relief to see that CCSD was
planning to respect family choice about masking! Then, with less than 72 hours notice, we had
to navigate this devastating blow to our previously hopeful beginning of a new school year. The
sudden policy change left little to no time for families to process and plan how to prepare for
another school year of masks. This is not ok. More scientific evidence is mounting that
COVID-19 protocols are causing extreme emotional, psychological and physical harm than
good— particularly in younger, children who are vulnerable and going through important
developmental changes. Again, I have plenty of research to support this. Can you please show
me the science that demonstrates how the benefits of these measures outweigh the harms?
Please put parents back in the driver’s seat for their children’s health by returning our school
district to normal: no compulsory masks, no social distancing, no plexiglass dividers, no proof
of vaccination or negative testing required to participate in extracurricular activities... In a spirit
of community partnership, I would ask that you kindly consider my requests, and am happy to
share my own references. Additionally, if you would like to discuss these issues further, please
let me know a good time to do so.

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

239

The best available data indicates there is a resurgence of Covid nationwide AND that children
are impacted by the virus. Additionally - in-person schooling is imperative for both the children
and their families. Please enforce a mask mandate now so we can keep our littles in school.

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

240

Don’t mask kids, especially 12 and younger. Kids this age cannot keep a mask clean and
causes more distraction and damages to the child than proven benefits, especially when this
age group is not effected as it is. This is the wrong age group to force masking, and turns
teachers into many state instead of educators.

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

241

My daughter developed a facial “tick” and my son developed a skin irritation on his nose and
was an open wound until summer.

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

242

We believe that the decision should be left up to the parents discretion if their child wears a
mask or not. This causes learning issues having to wear them, my children said it was a
struggle to focus as they would get over heated and nauseous having to breathe their own air
with no circulation. The parents who wish their children to wear a mask, should be allowed to
have their children where a mask, the parents that do not wish for their children to wear a mask
should have the same choice. Medical decisions should be made by individuals, and families,
not by government bodies, and civil servants, and should not be issued in an “all or nothing”
fashion. What works for other peoples children & beliefs, may not work for my children, or
beliefs. Douglas County schools have the option to opt out, so should Cherry Creek schools.

8/16/2021 10:04 AM

243

It would be helpful if masks were mandated in school because it will reduce how many
outbreaks occur at school and we won’t have to quarantine and switch to remote school as

8/16/2021 10:04 AM
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much. In addition, we have an immune-suppressed child who would benefit from everyone
wearing a mask until more kids are able to be vaccinated.
244

The Board of Health should support a mask mandate for all staff and students, especially in
schools with students who are not yet able to receive vaccination. This is the recommendation
of the CDC, the American Association of Pediatricians, and virtually all medical and scientific
organizations. Masks are one of our greatest tools to prevent the spread of covid; in most
situations, at their worst, masks re a mild annoyance. I spoke with several elementary
teachers about masking last year and they all noted that the children wore masks "like
champs" with little or no complaint. My own, (and lots of other kiddos) find shoes annoying and
yet we require them, and so they wear them. Requiring masks is no different and yet requiring
them may save lives and will keep students in classroom, decreasing interruptions in there
learning, and social interactions and development.

8/16/2021 10:03 AM

245

I am strongly in favor of mask mandates to keep our children safe. Their efficacy has been
proven. For those who feel their rights are being denied, their rights stop at the point that they
threaten the health of others, in my opinion,

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

246

My granddaughter has many health issues, but deserves to go to school with her friends.
Masks are a way to protect her and the rest.

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

247

In-person education is so important for our kids. The teachers did a fantastic job last year
under the circumstances. But it was a very difficult learning environment remotely. In order to
ensure that as many kids as possible can have an in-person education, we must continue to
mandate masks. Particularly for those who have no option to get vaccinated. As for our older
kids, because our vaccination rates are so low, we must continue to protect them and mandate
masks. They are almost equally at risk of infection as adults.

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

248

I fully support an in-school mask mandate for children too young for vaccinations. Although
complications are typically not severe for children with covid infections, this will help keep our
young children in school without frequent infections.

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

249

As a teacher in LPS with a child not old enough to be vaccinated I would feel infinitely more
comfortable erring on the side of caution concerning the health of the children I teach and my
own child at home. It is important for children to learn in person and I believe we should be
doing EVERYTHING to make that as safe as possible for EVERYONE involved including
wearing masks regardless of vaccination status. We should be protecting those who do not yet
have the option to be vaccinated. Thank you for your time and careful consideration about
protecting the health of our children and community.

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

250

I actually hold to a position whereby students may wear masks if they and their families desire
to, but that masking should not be mandated. Each student and family should have the
freedom to choose a mask or to not choose a mask.

8/16/2021 9:59 AM

251

At the very LEAST make sure k-5 elementary schools are masked. I fully support universal
masking.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

252

The policy of the CDC for children aged 6-11 states that masks are only recommended in
classrooms if the school is in a locality with widespread transmission and then only after
consulting with parents and weighing the potential impact on learning and psychological
development. As a parent, I have yet to be consulted by anyone and I do not believe the duty
has been fulfilled to weigh the impact of for I got our children to wear masks. I take no issue
with a recommendation as the CDC states; I take issue with a mandate. Schools around the
world are ending mandates, declaring they are damaging to our students’ mental, physical, and
spiritual well being all for no purpose than providing false comfort to a small population of
adults. Despite the widespread evidence that this virus is significantly less dangerous to
children, adults persist on placing unnecessary, harmful restrictions on them. Practically
speaking, the CDC has a lengthy list of precautions regarding proper and effective mask
wearing. Pretending that children, and adults for that matter, meet each of those criteria is
absurd. In regards to learning, masks pose a massive hindrance, specifically to those who still
rely on facial cues, lip reading, and unmuffled speech to develop linguistic skills. The rationale
for forcing anyone to wear a mask is questionable, but it is especially cruel to young children.
Our school boards are following your lead on this issue. Please make it clear that a mask
mandate for our children presents far more risks than benefits and allow the decision to mask
or not be left to the family.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

253

With the rise in cases of COVID-19, and the pandemic not showing signs of slowing down, it is

8/16/2021 9:58 AM
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upon our public officials and school administration to be fluid and responsive to offer guidance
and set regulations to ensure the safety of students and their families. The school mask
mandate should be reinstated for everyone in our public schools, regardless of vaccination
status or age. Denver Public Schools started off their school year by requiring all of their
students to be masked. As part of the Denver metro area, Tri-County health should follow this
same policy as DPS, which the school districts in the Tri-County area should then institute.
Aurora Public schools only recently implemented mask requirements for P/K-8 and middle
schools effective 8/16/2021. This lack of a mask mandate in our high schools does not ensure
the safety of that student population or their families, especially since students’ vaccination
status is unknown. Due to the complete lack of any social distancing requirements and with
classrooms back at full capacity, as well as the absence of a remote learning option for the
APS schools that my children attend, the easiest and simplest way to keep our students and
their families safe, in the hopes to slow down the rise of cases of COVID-19, is to implement a
mask mandate indoors for all Tri-County schools.
254

Mask mandate in school has proven ability to reduce spread of COVID 19. This is not even
debatable as to its efficacy. I am an ER doctor who has been immersed in the destruction of
this disease since its onset. No one prefers masking, obviously. But this is not a question of
what any individual “feels” is the right thing to do. Or if they perceive personal freedom is
infringed upon in asking one to wear a face covering to prevent spread of deadly illness.
COVID is devastating to some, and can be spread by asymptomatic individuals, vaccinated or
not, given the progression to the delta variant. We have to come together as a community and
as an organization with the clear ability to influence our children. Teach them the vital lesson of
looking at the bigger picture, and support them to prevent millions more people affected by this
PUBLIC health crisis. Requiring mask wearing is not asking a difficult thing. Being responsible
for enacting a policy that people “want” (not wearing a mask) that defies 20 months of scientific
data gathering and assimilation on a novel illness that we have mechanisms to control and
hopefully, eventually eradicate is the worst example of leadership I can imagine. Please just do
the right thing and mandate masks for this school year. Model humanity for the thousands of
our impressionable youth. Protect our kids. Protect people you don’t know. Protect yourself.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

255

Vaccinated teachers should not have to wear masks at school

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

256

Children 11 and under need the unrestricted ability to communicate with teachers and
classmates more than the fear driven masking.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

257

I’m fully against forcing our children to wear masks. Kids get sick every year and that’s ok.
Children are not getting seriously sick so why force them to wear unhealthy masks?

8/16/2021 9:55 AM

258

Mask mandates are unconstitutional. It’s been scientifically proven masks do not work.
Children are also not super spreaders and should be able to see and feel expression from their
teachers and fellow classmates (no masks)- this is how they learn!

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

259

As an elementary teacher, teaching with a mask severely impairs my ability to teach social
emotional learning, phonics with the slightest difference in a phoenome. It’s difficult to hear
and differentiate at such a crucial age of learning. The tragedy of COVID lies in nursing homes
and those over 80. Children under 12 are not as affected. Yet, masks are hurting them the
most. It is also hurting teachers and their ability to speak to a class, smile, reassure, calm,
and especially those who are ELL. Masks provide another area for students to need more
redirecting and directions to fix their masks. They don’t wear them perfectly no matter what. If
you’ve ever seen a teacher pull down a mask to repeat what they’ve said, it’s bc things can’t
be communicated to 20+ kids all day. It is draining on teachers and kids trying to do the right
thing. Mental health is the most important. Outdoors should be without a mask at all times.
The UV light and particles in the air help tremendously.
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Masks should be required in all inside school settings. My daughter is a teacher and she puts
herself at risk with all of these students.
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Teachers and school staff are front line workers in this pandemic, which continues with no
signs of going away. Our teachers deserve the respect of having a safe workplace. There are
still too many people who see it as their right to endanger others by spreading the virus.
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I will make this short and to the point because I know you have been bombarded. Parents FOR
CHOICE are being labeled as anti-maskers and that is far from the truth. We are parents for
medical and personal choice. If you stand against bullying then prove it, do not take part in the
FORCED mask mandate BULLYING and let us all have the CHOICE to mask or not! I
SUPPORT A CHOICE IN MASKING!
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No Mask Mandates - let these kids be kids
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Dear Sir/Ma'am, I know you've likely gotten hundreds of comments flooding your inbox about
"freedom of choice" I'm submitting this comment to let you know that there are an equal
number of concerned resident, parents and even students who also feel strongly about
requiring masks in ALL schools until the transmission numbers subside and until a vaccine is
available for school age children Please be bold and fearless and make the tough call to
require mask. The data and science are there, now we just need your leadership. Thank you
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AAP, CDC, etc, etc...is recommending masking for children in schools. In LPS, masking is
"strongly recommended" though my 3rd grader is one of the few kids wearing a mask in
school. We want our kids to stay healthy. We want our kids to stay in-person. LPS is not
strong enough to do what is right so the health department can override the district and enact a
mandate. Please!
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There lacks any empirical evidence to suggest that masking young children provides any
benefit whatsoever to them. Evidence only exists to support the opposite when donning a
mask for a child. (Psychological disturbances, emotional deterioration, physical growth
alterations, bacterial infection incidence) Therefore, in an effort to be an advocate for our
children and not to assuage adults (whom have access to the vaccine) irrational fears, I
wholeheartedly oppose universal masking of children. Covid is not a risk for them and those
that it is or that are fearful have access to the vaccine. This is child abuse perpetuated by the
irrational fear mongers and catered to by the weak. Furthermore without regulating the type of
masks required there is no scientific basis for such a mandate as “masks must be worn”.
Germany required n95’s and saw no difference in transmissibility either. A study recently
showed that cloth mask wearers were more likely to contract covid than non maskers all
together. Let these kids live and stop pandering to the irrational chicken littles who are either
just power hungry or don’t know how to disseminate the data. Either case should bar them
from having weight in this decision.
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Hello - I am saddened to hear the news that the schools and TCHD is considering masking our
children once again. I was proud of our Superintendent's original decision to let the families
make the decision to mask or not. Now, it appears because of your assessment of the
situations the school has reversed course. The timing of this is very curious. The Friday before
school starts? Hmmm. Very obvious now that this was the plan from the beginning.
Considering the blow back and situation going on in Jeffco, I can see now that this is political
pressure and TCHD and the schools wanted to avoid this high level of negative publicly. My
eight year old daughter will be stuck in a mask all day long, She leaves for school on the bus
at 7:25am and most days because of our work schedules we are unable to pick her up to until
5:30 or 6am from after care. This is nearly 12 hours per day that you are keeping her in a
mask. This is inhumane and borders on CHILD ABUSE!!! I am asking you to reconsider your
viewpoint on masks. You have scared parents yelling for you to put masks on the children.
You bowed down to the pressure. Sad. If masks worked, why do you think transmission rates
were so high at points last year? Everyone was masked, yet the rates were so high. Please do
your own research. Look how large the SARS-CoV-2 virus is. Next look at the size of the pore
in a typical mask. Now, seriously, go throw a grain of rice through a chain link fence and see if
it gets through. The only masks that work are N-95 masks. If you are going to require masks,
you need to require masks that work, right? Common sense, right? Have you worn a N-95
mask for any extended amount of time? Now, are the children the ones mostly affected by this
virus. No, it is the schools, and the CDC and Tri County Health that is affecting our children
and in a negative way. Again, please reconsider your mask mandate on our children. It is
inhumane to do this to them again. The right decision is to let families decide for themselves.
We are not asking the you ban masks in schools. We are only asking that us parents make
the decision for what's best for our families.

8/16/2021 9:52 AM

268

Unless masks are required in schools, very few children (at least at the middle and high school
level) will risk social consequences and wear masks, even if they would prefer everyone wear
masks. Schools recognize the limits of parental influence on this age group and the need for
rules in other areas - hence the existence of school dress codes. Considering the Delta
variant, the inevitable rise of new variants, break-through infections, and vaccination rates for
12-18 year olds still below 70%, I strongly support universal indoor mask requirements in all
schools. This common sense step is our best bet at maintaining as normal a school
experience as possible as well as minimizing the spread of an infection with known serious
short-term risks and unknown long-term risks. Since students are not free to choose whether
to attend school, who they are in class with or who they are seated by, requiring masks while
in school is necessary to protect those who have taken personal responsibility to minimize
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their risks from those who have chosen not to. Thank you for your work, especially over the
last 18 months, and for soliciting and considering this input.
269

We can sit and eat at restaurants without one, why can’t our kids sit at their desks without
them? As they’re learning to read, practicing syllables, and all the new things.

8/16/2021 9:51 AM

270

Wearing masks should be a personal choice.
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I wish for you to impose a mask mandate for schools. The goal should be to keep schools
open for in person learning all year long and this is the best way to get there. This new variant
is spreading quickly and if you look at what has happened in other school districts across the
county, kids are getting sick just as school is starting. This isn't about individual rights, it's
about a community and getting through this together. If you don't do it now, you will be doing it
in a couple of weeks. How many kids have to get sick? I feel confident that our school is doing
other items as a layered approach, but this needs to be one of them.
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There should be absolutely NO masks imposed on children. Children have the lowest risk of
getting Covid. Teachers are much safer working with children than on any other job. Masks is
restrict natural air flow which is critical for children, lower children's natural immunity and instill
fear in children. Also social distancing interfere with natural herd immunity in children. It must
be stopped. Masks and social distancing must be immediately stopped in schools. There was
science in place before this new "covid science" cancelled all of it. NO MORE MASKS and
SOCIAL DISTANCING in SCHOOLS
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As a mental health professional (Licensed Clinical Social Worker) and an aunt to two
elementary children in the Cherry Creek School District, I support a universal mask mandate in
all indoor settings. Kids are smart, they know the masks keep themselves and their friends,
teachers, parents safe. There have been no proven adverse or negative mental health side
affects to wearing masks. We know wearing masks keeps us all safe, and our goal, without
fail, should be to keep our kids safe at all costs.

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

274

Students/ children are not the demographic at risk. The adverse affects that the masks have
on our children far out way any small risk.
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The mask mandate for everyone indoors at school is simply not necessary. Those who cannot
get vaccinated and are concerned about COVID-19 should mask. We should not require
children at school to mask. It is imperative for kids to be in a normal environment where they
can hear and see each other. There have been more deaths by car accident in this age group
than by COVID. Read the data! Kids have suffered enough. It is time to stand up for individual
rights and stop requiring 95% of the population totally alter their lives for the 5% at risk. Those
at risk should get vaccinated or stay at home. The kids need a normal school year without
masks!
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To the TCHD Board of Health: Please implement a good public health policy and mandate
mask wearing for all students, K-12, in line with CDC and AAP recommendations. Mask
wearing will protect not only our own children, but also their classmates, teachers and
everyone’s families and communities against the current Delta variant and likely future
variants, regardless of vaccination status. Our school is not requiring high school students to
mask because it has not been mandated by you at the public health level, and other than air
filtration systems, does not appear to have any other mitigation efforts in place against aerosol
contamination, as there is no social distancing. The hallways, gathering spaces and cafeterias
are packed. Keeping our communities and families safe is critical to allow families to return to
work on a consistent basis, provide our students the opportunity and right to continuous and
stable learning throughout the school year, and protect children and teenagers that would like
to wear a mask but are either taunted or fear social repercussions if they do wear a mask.
Thank you for considering and addressing this public health issue to keep our community safe.
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We need to leverage the added safety of masks in all school environments until we have a
vaccination option for all children. It is a simple action that can prevent additional outbreaks,
which could result in schools being shut down again. We need to keep our children in-person in
schools, but until vaccines are available for all age groups, masks need to be used.

8/16/2021 9:47 AM

278

Please do not implement a mask mandate for young children. This should be about parental
choice and not political policy. As a parent of two school aged children, I have personally seen
negative outcomes from mask wearing. My youngest, who struggles with speech impediments,
has dramatically regressed and will continue to do so if she is forced to wear a mask. I can not
imagine she is the only child affected by this. Scientifically speaking, there are several studies
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on masks that show little to no effect on flu transmissions. In fact, the CDC did a study in May
of 2020 and found no significant reduction in flu transmission with the use of facemasks. This
doesn’t even account for the lack of research on the long term use of face masks. Asking a
young child with a developing brain to wear a mask 8+ hours a day is bound to have negative
social and emotional consequences. Many schools in the Denver area held successful
Summer programs with no masking and did not experience CoVID outbreaks. Let’s give this a
chance to play out during the school year and allow our children some sense of normalcy. Let’s
put rights back in the hands of parents. This should be a parental choice not a forced mandate.
279

We implore you the leave masking as a choice. There is very little chance that children will
have issues if they catch something, and evidence that they are not primary spreaders (as
they can be for regular flu). Teachers and administrators have the ability to be vaccinated and
protected if they choose. Children need to see facial expressions from friends and teachers
and it is helpful to learning. Further, one could argue (based on evidence) that masks impair
the immune system. Please leave masking a choice.
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If masks were proven to be super effective, kids have a very, very, very small chance of
getting anything close to a severe case of COVID. The American Academy of Pediatrics finds
that pediatric hospitalization of kids *because of* COVID is extremely rare. A recent study
found that some hospitals are reporting children admitted to the hospital *with* COVID
symptoms, or who tested positive for COVID, but who were not admitted *because of* COVID.
“Children have suffered tremendously due to policies that have kept schools and recreational
facilities closed to them, and the burden has been greatest on children who are low-income and
English language learners. Scientific and media reports that inaccurately portray the risk of
COVID-19 to children can do harm by alarming parents and providing justification for ongoing
restrictions to in-person education and other programming (i.e. summer camps). Kushner et al
and Webb et al have contributed greatly to the field by careful work to understand the true
burden of COVID-19 disease among children. Via these studies, parents and policy makers
should be reassured that pediatric hospitalization for severe COVID-19 disease is indeed rare.”
Dr. Roshni Mathew, a Stanford School of Medicine pediatric infectious disease specialist, told
NPR: “For children in particular, the risk of serious consequences from COVID-19 is the same
magnitude as the risk they face from the flu, she says. But many parents seem more worried
about the new and less familiar disease. That anxiety is heightened by the new guidelines on
mask-wearing. But experts urge parents to try not to worry too much.” If we’re to take the
CDC’s numbers at face value (there may be a reason or two not to), 416 children have
reportedly died “with COVID” out of 74 million children in the U.S. Most, it seems, had
underlying conditions. These facts, taken with the AAP’s warning we previously noted about
inflated pediatric hospitalization numbers, lets us know that there is almost a 0% chance of
healthy kids dying from the virus. While every life lost matters, it’s important to have some
perspective. In the 2017-2018 flu season, the CDC estimates that 643 children 17 and under
died of the flu. “Deaths in children with laboratory-confirmed influenza virus infection are
reportable in the United States and 183 deaths were reported for the 2017–2018 season.
However, influenza-associated pediatric deaths are likely under-reported as not all children
whose death was related to an influenza virus infection may have been tested for influenza.
Therefore, we used a mathematical model to estimate the total number of pediatric deaths
based on hospitalization rates and the frequency of death in and out of the hospital from death
certificates, estimating that there were more than 640 deaths associated with influenza in
children.” Keep in mind, too, that flu seasons are about 6 months. We’ve had COVID for over
a-year-and-a-half. So, far more children died of/with the flu in 6 months a few years ago than
have died of/with COVID in the last 18+ months. There were 11 million kids who tested
positive for the flu in the 2017/18 season. There have been 4 million children who have tested
positive for COVID so far. Did anyone suggest shutting down schools or wearing masks in
2018? Why not? Because, until COVID, we understood the importance of kids receiving inperson instruction unencumbered by plexiglass and pathogen-laiden face cloths. The only thing
that’s changed, at least for this age group, is politics. As Matt Walsh said in a school board
meeting recently, the masks are really more about security for the teachers, school board and
administration, not for the kids. Even if kids do get it, they’re unlikely to pass to teachers (who,
by the way, can get vaccinated if they want to). ⁃ Studies in Sweden, France, Wales, and
China show that transmission from a child to an adult, mask or not, is extremely rare. “The
data are striking,” said Dr. Raszka. “The key takeaway is that children are not driving the
pandemic. After six months, we have a wealth of accumulating data showing that children are
less likely to become infected and seem less infectious; it is congregating adults who aren’t
following safety protocols who are responsible for driving the upward curve.” The risk of maskwearing for kids simply outweigh the benefits. Dr. Marty Makary, professor at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, wrote this about the adverse effect of masks on
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kids for the Wall Street Journal: “In March, Ireland’s Department of Health announced that it
won’t require masks in schools because they “may exacerbate anxiety or breathing difficulties
for some students.” Some children compensate for such difficulties by breathing through their
mouths. Chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can alter facial development. It is welldocumented that children who mouth-breathe because adenoids block their nasal airways can
develop a mouth deformity and elongated face. The possible psychological harm of widespread
masking is an even greater worry. Facial expressions are integral to human connection,
particularly for young children, who are only learning how to signal fear, confusion and
happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can
result in robotic and emotionless interactions, anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is
a building block of phonetic development. It is especially important for children with disabilities
such as hearing impairment.” In summary… kids are at extremely low risk of severe COVID
illness. They are not driving the spread of COVID to adults. Plus, everyone 12 and over has
had the opportunity to get vaccinated. If the vaccines work, everyone who has taken it is
protected, and everyone who has chosen not to take the vaccine has accepted whatever risks
that choice may or may not pose. There is therefore no reason to treat kids as if they are a
threat to public health. Furthermore, there is no solid evidence to prove that masking kids is an
effective strategy in mitigating COVID, and, in fact, there is plenty of evidence to the contrary.
Parents can protect their kids as they see fit, but they should not be forced to wear masks.
Follow the science and remember the CDC is NOT our government and the government does
not make decisions and choices for children, parents do and they should be the ones choosing
what is best for their children and family.
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Given the recent surge of the COVID-19 Delta variant I believe it is important to maintain
masking requirements for all school aged children (K-12). Masking requirements should be the
standard until the FDA formally approves the COVID-19 vaccines for school aged children,
which would then pave the way for enforceable vaccine guidelines and requirements.
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Masking should absolutely be mandated in schools. It has been proven to be an effective way
to block the spread of Covid 19. With the Delta variant surging across the country right now
and not one single child under 12 able to get the vaccine, masking is the answer to keeping
our children safe. LPS is not currently requiring masks, not using quarantine groups, and not
social distancing. There will be outbreaks because of this decision. PLEASE mandate masks
in schools!
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I am adamantly against mask mandates, especially for kids. Data is clear that masks cause
more social, mental and emotional issues for kids and their risk of serious health issues from
COVID is EXTREMELY LOW. A simple understanding of how to weigh cost/benefits makes
this decision very clear. All I’m asking is you give people a choice, not a government mandate.
Those that want to masks can and should. That doesn’t mean everyone should have to.
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The CDC has recommended that everyone regardless of vaccination status should wear
masks in public indoor spaces due to the more contagious nature of the Delta variant. Until all
children have an opportunity to become vaccinated, masking should be mandatory. Personal
choice is the reasoning of many parents that they do not want their children to wear masks,
but when it comes to a highly contagious virus, those personal choices can and do affect
others. While those same parents may choose in the future to not vaccinate their children, the
rest of us should be able to protect our children until we have the opportunity to have that
choice.
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I have two little girls, 5 and 7, who love being in school and did attend in-person last year. I
want to keep them in school but more so I want to keep them healthy - we need masks to help
prevent the spread of the Delta variant. Masks helped them stay safe and healthy last year,
and never once did they complain. It was very easy for them to wear their mask when
everyone else did. Those who complained were the parents! This year my kids are in masks
and sadly, are in the minority - only a handful of kids are wearing masks. Our kiddos cannot
get vaccinated and rely on adults to keep them safe. We all need to do the right thing and
mandate masks until it's more safe for our youngest members of society.
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I work for Cherry Creek School District. I contracted COVID-19 at the end of March, 2021 and
am still experiencing pretty severe symptoms (long haulers). I believe that there should be a
mask mandate for all PK-12 schools, particularly in indoor settings. We need to keep all
students and staff safe.
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I think kids k-6 should see their teachers and friends expressions and emotions. It is super
important for a child of that age to experience real human interaction. Plus, there is no way for
teachers to enforce the masks. If a child takes it off, all a teacher can do is ask them to put it
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back on, but what happens when they don't? Are you going to kick the kid out of class? I don't
think that's appropriate. Since not all parents agree with the masks, I don't think they should be
mandated. It should be a choice. I support masking by student/parent choice.
288

I believe families should have the day on masks. If a family is comfortable with no masks,
then they get the choice to wear one, or not. Faculty who have been vaccinated should have
that choice as well. Faculty will do the correct choice depending on the students sitting in front
of them. I do not agree with your choices below for #4. There should be something in the
middle. I support the choice of masking in indoor areas.
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- Children thrive off of relationships and socialization. Its how they learn, develop, and grow.
Wearing masks is a huge obstacle and distraction for our children. Especially at the
elementary level. Many children are still learning to form words and need to be able to see their
teacher's mouths in order to continue proper development. There have been children who are
unsure if they are liked because they cannot see their classmate's or teacher's faces. - It is
abusive to force children to wear masks to protect the greater community that has the choice
to be vaccinated. - At our "meet and greet" night, the atmosphere was all joy and love. Those
who wanted to wear masks did, and those who chose not to didn't. There was no sense of
animosity or division. On Friday, the community was blindsided and manipulated on a
recommendation, not a mandate. - Don’t punish our children so that the rest of the world can
eat Twinkies, McDonald’s, and drink Diet Coke. It is not your responsibility to keep us safe. It
is our job to be healthy and make the right choices. That is the beauty of freedom in America.
The beauty is that we are responsible for our own lives, the burden does not lie with you. - We
are far from the initial emergency situation, and own the right to chose what is best for our
children. It is not your job. - Your job is to educate my children, my job is to keep them safe,
and the control you are trying to exhort over my family is a threat to my children’s safety. - Do
not take away my freedom to chose what is best for my children. If you want the government
to control your life then go move to a socialist country. - Please give us the right to chose what
is best for our children. If I feel that my children are not growing and learning due to this mask
mandate, I will find alternate accommodations for my child.
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My family would like to see the ability to make a choice if our kids should or will wear masks
at school.
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Masking only works if everyone is masked. The Delta variant is strong and can break through
the vaccination.
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I believe in a families right to choose on masking. There is a loss of learning from these
children because of wearing masks and because of shutting down schools. First graders learn
phonics how are they supposed to see the teachers annunciate words when they can’t see
their lips. We have never masked for anything for this and the flu is more dangerous to children
then Covid has proven itself to be
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That data tells us several key things that argue strongly against masking children. To wit (all of
these claims are supported with data and links below): Children are at extremely low risk from
death, hospitalization, or other adverse events due to COVID-19. They face a 3-4x higher
mortality risk from flu vs. COVID and a 10x risk of suicide. Even with Delta, children are at
extremely low risk, with some data suggesting that pediatric hospitalization rates for Delta are
less than half what they were for earlier variants. Children are NOT super-spreaders. They are
not the reservoir of COVID-19 that is “prolonging the pandemic.” Multiple contact tracing
studies have shown that the R0 for children is actually BELOW one, meaning it is
mathematically impossible for them to drive this epidemic. They are epidemiological dead
ends. Mask mandates–especially in schools–do not reduce school or community transmission.
With these facts in hand, it becomes clear that if we are to continue masking children for
COVID with vaccines universally available to the at-risk, there will be no logical point at which
we can un-mask them. Even with widespread vaccination of children for COVID-19, using the
arguments currently in vogue, the greater lethality of flu would counsel permanent masking to
limit its spread (never mind CDC analyses showing that doing so does not limit its
transmission). If we do not take this off-ramp for masking, there will be no other. Supporting
data: Children are at extremely low risk from COVID: As of now, there are 332 deaths of
children with COVID in the U.S. This compares to about 450/year in a normal flu season—and
remember, these 332 deaths occurred during TWO COVID seasons. Beyond this, the CDC has
noted that 35% of these deaths could not possibly have had anything to do with COVID (e.g.,
they were car accidents, suicides, etc., etc.). Thus, the actual number is not possibly above
219. Of these, virtually all were extremely ill. Researchers from Johns Hopkins recently found
a mortality rate of zero for children who were not extremely ill with prior conditions, like
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leukemia. Nor does this reflect lower spread due to our world-breaking interventions. The CDC
estimates that through May, 2021, there were 27 million COVID infections in children (23
million symptomatic). Using the number of deaths where COVID might actually have been
causal, this yields a maximum infection fatality rate (IFR) of 0.001% for symptomatic infection
in children. This compares to around 12.5 million symptomatic flu infections in the same age
group in any given year, which, with an average of 450 deaths, yields an IFR of 0.003%. Thus
COVID is significantly less dangerous for children than flu—3-4x less deadly depending on the
year—even without a vaccine. The risk of hospitalization is also miniscule. Again, on 23
million symptomatic infections, the CDC estimates there to have been 209,000 pediatric
hospitalizations—a rate of 0.9%. The rate for flu is ~0.4%, approximately half that of COVID.
However, here, too, there are caveats. A recent study found that 45% of pediatric COVID
hospitalizations were in no way related to COVID. This would bring pediatric hospitalization
rates for COVID in line with those for flu. There is, of course, the question of “Long COVID” in
kids. Once again, there is much more heat than light here. In a recent study, researchers found
no difference in long-COVID symptoms in children who had antibodies for COVID, vs. those
who did not—i.e. those who were never infected. This study found the same. From all of these
data, it should be clear that, at a minimum, if we are going to mask children to prevent COVID,
logically we must mask them for flu as well. Is that what we want? What are the trade-offs?
When it comes to children, their risk of death from suicide (under normal circumstances) is
nearly 10-fold higher than their risk of death from COVID. I did not choose this statistic at
random—I believe this is a potential trade-off to masks that is not being considered. The
sense of isolation and alienation created by masks seems likely to aggravate this much more
serious risk. If the risk of suicide were increased by masking and distancing by even 1%, it
would need to be offset by a reduction in pediatric COVID deaths of at least 10%. Given the
very fragile nature of the children who have died from COVID, that is extremely unlikely.
Unfortunately, no concern has been given to the potential downsides of masks by public health
officials, especially when it comes to children. Delta has NOT changed the game. Children are
STILL at extremely low risk from hospitalization or death from COVID. The same applies for
Delta, which, while more transmissible, appears to be less deadly, not more, for children. In the
UK, where Delta has come and gone, hospitalization rates for children with Delta were nearly
50% lower. Data from the CDC shows that pediatric hospitalizations are at nearly identical
levels as last year at this time, and significantly lower than winter peaks. The most recent data
from HHS shows just 2 pediatric hospitalizations in Massachusetts—and a winter peak of just
20, out of a population of 1.5 million children in the state. Children are not Super-Spreaders—
Even Unvaccinated The original rationale for masking kids was that they were super-spreaders
—that while they wouldn’t get sick, they might kill grandma. In fact, they are not superspreaders. This study from the CDC found that each student infection generated an additional
0.77 infections (27 student infections yielded 21 additional infections clearly related to a
student), while each teacher generated an additional 2.6 infections—3.4 times the rate of the
children. This is important because it shows that children are effectively dead ends when it
comes to transmission—even unvaccinated. 0.77 is effectively the R0 for children, meaning
that they CANNOT be responsible for driving community transmission. A similar—but much
larger—study of 400,000 children in Germany found that children generated just 0.25 cases for
each infection, while teachers generated 1.1—4-fold more. Interestingly, the children were not
masked in this study except at the end, when cases rose significantly. Children’s lower
transmission rates appear to protect not just them, but those around them. In Florida, where
98% of the school year was offered to students full-time and in-person, and where 20 districts
were mask-optional for the full year, the case rate for children was 0.088%, per week—i.e. less
than 1 child in 1000 contracted COVID/week. For Floridians not associated with schools, the
weekly case rate was 2.4 times that, 0.214% (( 1.66m infections – (these infections))/18.3 M
non-teacher-staff, non-student population)/37weeks). To underscore the “protective effect”
provided by these kids’ lower transmission rates, teachers and staff in Florida schools
contracted COVID at less than half the rate of other Floridians—0.11%/week (13,991
infection/~329K teachers and staff/37 weeks). Furthermore, researchers analyzing Florida,
Massachusetts, and New York schools found that there was no association between school
mask mandates and case rates either in the school, or the community. Mask Mandates—
especially in schools—do not impact school or community transmission In the study noted
above, the authors state, “We do not see a correlation between mask mandates and COVID-19
rates among students.” A longitudinal study consistently shows no impact of mask mandates
on either in-school transmission or community transmission. In fact, the rate of transmission is
routinely higher in both schools and the community in areas where masks are mandated. Other
research has shown that, more broadly, there is no impact from masking on case transmission
rates. With all of this, the only possible remaining rationale for masking children is to protect
adults who chose not to be vaccinated. Given that vaccines are available to all adults who
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want them and that children never saw any increased mortality—including extremely fragile
children—this rationale seems specious. Indeed, in Massachusetts, there has been no excess
death in any age group under 65 since June of 2020. For any people who may still be at-risk in
these older groups, even after widespread vaccine availability, it seems far more prudent to
develop measures that allow them to protect themselves (e.g. N-95s or greater), rather than
continue to sacrifice the well-being of our children. While there is no excess mortality among
children in any state, if there are parents who feel their children are at greater risk, developing
tailored mitigation strategies to support those families would be far more prudent—particularly
given that mask mandates in schools have no impact on in-school transmission. Universally
masking in schools, while very visible and socially invasive, sadly appears to do nothing to
protect the vulnerable in those populations. Finally, as you make your decisions, I hope that
you will bear in mind the seasonal nature of this disease if you elect to make masks optional
now; otherwise, I believe you will be pressured to re-mask come fall. Even with extremely
widespread vaccination, the seasonal patterns appear to persist (peaks in southern U.S. states
were off by only 1 week from last year’s). In Iceland, where 75% of the population—i.e., all of
the adult population—is completely vaccinated, the case rate is identical to ours in the U.S.
Again, this is not because the epidemic is being driven by unvaccinated children—
mathematically, it can’t be. This is because the vaccines, while very effective at reducing
severe illness and death, appear to be far less effective at limiting infection and transmission.
Thus, should you choose to make masks a recommendation, rather than a requirement, I hope
you will think about what course of action you will take when our inevitable winter case surge
arrives. I hope you will elect to keep masks optional at that time, too, given their lack of
impact on in-school transmission and the efficacy of the vaccines in preventing serious
disease in the at-risk population.
294

I am a parent of 3 children in Littleton Public Schools aged 4, 7 and 9. I am very disappointed
that the board of education and our superintendent have chosen to not protect young children
who do not have the option to be vaccinated as of yet. The delta variant is surging among
unvaccinated and young children are primed to fuel this pandemic as they are in-person, unmasked, and un-vaccinated. My children and our neighborhood were re-districted and I have
asked them the heavy burden of attending a new elementary school in a mask, while many of
their classmates are not. As you know, masking is most effective if all do it. Their masking
offers them very little protection if the children seated at the same table as them choose not to
mask. Cherry creek has joined DPS, Englewood, and JeffCo while LPS has joined with
Douglas County which has become infamous for their anti-mask politics. I wish our school
district would choose to protect the children under their care, but from early June, Brian Ewert
has made it clear that it’s back to normal. He even stated their would be no notification of
positive cases in school. As a parent, it is confusing to me that I’m notified for lice but not
Covid, especially as we still do not know the long term symptoms. Where lice is problematic
and a nuisance, but does not produce neurological symptoms such as loss of taste and smell.
I am asking Tri-County to step in and require masks for all students in these three counties at
your next board meeting August 16. These young students deserve to be protected by the
schools that serve them, but some schools are failing that responsibility. I believe we need a
county wide health order in order to keep these children safe until their is a vaccine that has
been approved for their ages.

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

295

Please start a mask mandate for K-12. The immunization rates for 12-17 is not high enough to
prevent outbreaks in the middle/high schools. Cases are increasing and kids need to be safe
at school. A mandate will protect their safety including physical and mental health! Thank you!

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

296

I believe kids can not learn effectively with out seeing the teachers mouth or swing their
emotions behind a mask. I believe the science does not support a mask in being protective in
this virus

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

297

My daughter suffers from cold induced asthma. Even colds can end up sending her to an ER if
she gets short of breath. She does need the social interaction at school (having been remote
all last year) but she should be able to feel safe at school. Thank-you.

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

298

A mask mandate is appropriate where there is a young population that is not eligible for the
vaccine.

8/16/2021 9:35 AM

299

Viruses have always been around and you cannot stop them with a mask, a shot, locking us
up, or closing our businesses. What tests are being used to determine there is a so called
surge, how do you know it’s a variant (is there a different test) and while people are suspecting
it’s a variant that ed are being told is transmissible but it’s also much less deadly. Bottom line
if masks and vaccines worked we wouldn’t be having this discussion. Last I checked we still

8/16/2021 9:35 AM
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live in America and people before me have died so that I have the freedom to choose,
especially fir my own health, what is best. I would love to see this evidence you have that a
non certified non OSHA mask has stopped the spread of a virus. If people believe it, great
wear a mask. Let people make the choice about their health. I also would like to see the data
related to the surge in Colorado.
300

As a mother of two children aged 4 and 6 who avail themselves of school services, I ask the
board to mandate masks for children unable to be vaccinated or children sharing a space with
unvaccinated children. Safety needs to be the first priority over politics.

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

301

As educated adults it is our responsibility to make decisions that are in the best interests of
our children and in doing so, protecting our entire population. If it is important to you to keep
kids from wearing too short of shorts and spaghetti strap tank tops, how can it not be important
to have them wear masks to protect from an actual disease? For the sake of our children and
vulnerable people in our community, please let science and not politics or community
comments drive decision making during a global pandemic.

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

302

Masking should be an individual choice, not a mandate.

8/16/2021 9:33 AM

303

After teaching at the elementary level the past eight years, the last two have been the most
difficult. Of course, COVID had a negative impact on many aspects in the world of education
and I fully expected that. However, these young kids being forced to wear a mask is something
that has a far more negative impact on them than a positive one. These students have been
unable to see their friends smile for long enough. Seeing everyone surrounding them with face
coverings immediately creates a sense of fear. The warm, welcoming, loving classrooms that
we all strive to provide for these students are impossible to maintain when we are unable to
allow for choice of what makes them most comfortable.

8/16/2021 9:33 AM

304

The masking of children is more harmful than good. The vast majority of children are not at
risk for serious or fatal reactions to COVID-19. The at risk population has the opportunity and
obligation to protect themselves and are doing so. At risk children can also take the
appropriate measures. Parents and children who feel more comfortable with masking should be
free to do so and vice verse. Same with teachers who want to mask. Please do not put this
mandatory burden on the children.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

305

Children should not be masked. It should be family choice!

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

306

11 and under is a pretty broad stroke. For mental development children 5 and under need to
see facial expression. You send kids to early education to teach social skills and ques,
teaching them to use their voice on things they do and don’t like when away from their comfort
zones. What about the children whom are not comfortable wearing a mask? Is fighting with
kids helping their development? No, it’s taking away from others learning and becoming a
distraction.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

307

AS A DOCTOR WHO IS TREATING PREGNANT COVID PATIENTS I AM SHOCKED AND
DISAPPOINTED THAT LITTLETON IS MASK OPTIONAL. MY HUSBAND AND I
VACCINATED OUR KIDS BUT ARE AWARE THEY ARE IN THE MINORITY—NONE OF
THEIR FRIENDS ARE VACCINATED. THIS DELTA VARIANT IS MUCH MORE
COMMUNICABLE THAN PREVIOUS VARIANTS. I AM SEEING A HUGE UPTICK IN COVID
PATIENTS. I AM SEEING VACCINATED PEOPLE INFECT OTHER VACCINATED PEOPLE.
HOW CAN THE SCHOOLS THINK THEY WON’T BE SHUT DOWN OR VIRTUAL SOON? MY
KIDS DIDN’T LEARN SQUAT WHILE REMOTE AND REALLY MISSED THE SOCIAL
ASPECT OF SCHOOL LET ALONG HAVING THEIR HEALTH CARE PARENTS TRYING TO
ARRANGE SEEING PATIENTS AROUND MAKING SURE THE KIDS WERE LOGGED ON
AND SAFE. ALSO THESE ARE KIDS BRINGING COVID HOME TO FAMILY MEMBERS
WHO WILL ALSO GET SICK. THIS INCLUDES PREGNANT MOTHERS (WHO ARE AT
GREATER RISKS OF COMPLICATIONS AND PRETERM DELIVERY—THIS IS MY EVERY
DAY AT WORK NOW) AND OLDER FAMILY MEMBERS. I AM SO DISCOURAGED THAT
MASKS ARE OPTIONAL. KIDS DO NOT HAVE THE MATURITY TO UNDERSTAND THE
RISKS INVOLVED AND SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES.
PLEASE MAKE THE SAFE CHOICE FOR OUR SCHOOLS. I AM AS SICK OF MASKS AS
THE NEXT PERSON BUT WE STILL NEED THEM.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

308

I believe that Masks should be mandated in ALL Colorado schools

8/16/2021 9:29 AM
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I believe children 12 and under should be required to wear masks inside at school, I can send
my child to school with a mask but that doesn’t alone protect him from another student who

8/16/2021 9:29 AM
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potentially has covid and chooses not to wear a mask. Please make masks required. I do not
want the schools to be shut down. I also think that if you are not going to require vaccine
verification that they unfortunately should be required for all students. Thank you
310

Please provide peer reviewed, published studies (and who funded them) to show that the
benefit of masks outweighs the detriments to children and their ability to comfortably learn in a
school environment. i.e. body language, facial expression, learning to read and annunciate
sounds/words. In addition, breathing their own bacteria for 7-8 hours, being able to breath
period and get fresh air, being able to be kids!

8/16/2021 9:29 AM

311

I strongly support a county mask mandate for our schools, particularly elementary schools.
The choice of a parent not to mask their child affects my child, our family and our community.
Placing this burden on school districts or teachers is also unnecessary. By having a tri-county
mandate, it ensures all school settings are equally protected regardless of local community
differences. For over a year, the message to the community has been clear - that you should
trust your local county, your state leaders and science. But suddenly it seems that more and
more of our local and state leaders are backing down from supporting the science out of a
fatigue for the controversy and a false hope that everyone will do the right thing. The fact that
we are facing this Delta outbreak is proof that we can't rely on our fellow citizens to do the right
thing without enforcement and accountability. I'm relieved my school district put a mask
requirement in place for elementary schools, but without the county's clear support I can't be
certain it will stick or that there will be any real consequences for those who refuse to support
the district's rule.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

312

The choice to wear a mask should be up to the individual, and if those individuals have
children, they should decide whether or not their kids wear a mask. One question we should be
asking ourselves is, what happened to building the immune system? You cannot run and hide
from a virus forever. It is impossible. We must allow our children to naturally build their immune
systems, and that happens at schools and daycares. Does it suck, is it inconvenient? Yes
absolutely however that is how immunity works. Please also take into consideration everyone
demanding people get the vaccine. Why is no one considering those of us who have
contracted Covid, survived, and continued on about their daily lives. We have the immunity
and yet are being punished because we choose not to get a vaccine for something that we
already carry the antibodies for? People cry follow the science, however don't even know how
it works. Not to mention the fact that the majority do not understand the purpose of the
vaccine. It is to mitigate the symptoms if you do contract Covid. It is not meant to prevent
Covid at all. So by continuing to mask people the only thing you are doing is delaying the
inevitable. Eventually pretty much everyone is going to get Covid, the longer we wear masks
the longer we draw out the pandemic. A virus's main goal is to live, they do not want to kill the
host, eventually each variant will weaken and be less problematic. I think it's pretty clear that
none of this works, and although Covid is more problematic than regular colds, it is still in fact
a cold. Tri County Health should focus on telling people to work on being healthy, exercise, eat
whole food, not fast food. Be a healthy weight. We have had over a year and a half to change
our unhealthy way of life but would rather continue being unhealthy than do anything about it
and instead blame others for not wearing a mask. How about some accountability for ones own
actions. Leave the choice to wear a mask up to the family. So far in our school district the
superintendent says it's about 50/50. When my daughter was at school, she saw 6 kids
wearing masks while the others chose not to. Seems to me it's not quite 50/50. It should be a
right to choose. In my family we do not have anyone at risk. I realize that is not the case for
everyone. But again it should be up to the individual. At this point we all understand the risk.
Leave it to us to choose what we want to do. There will always be a cold and flu season.
People are behaving as though this is something new. Please do not force us to wear masks
again. Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM
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I don't fit in the category of strongly supporting or strongly opposing masks in school settings.
I have kids aged 6, 8 and 10 who have recovered from COVID (not acquired from school) less
than 6 months ago. I plan to have them vaccinated, though I would like a discussion about
acquired immunity available to families as I think it is a piece being left out of the greater
conversation around vulnerability to the disease. Personally, my kids complain loudly against
masks, and I understand where they are coming from. It's not a hill I plan to die on; however, I
would like to see transparent data on infections in kids. I would like to see metrics specific to
the county and school districts. Do we wear masks as a certain caseload in the school? Is that
dependent on a number of missed days? Maybe it's a number of hospitalized kids/family
members? I'm curious about these numbers because in our experience last year, some
classes were never quarantined while others shifted to remote learning more frequently. I felt
the individualized approach worked best. Ultimately our experience with COVID was much mild
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than our recent experience with RSV (which did not result in hospitalization), but I understand
COVID has been devastating to others. I will admit I'm concerned that we are giving a greater
attention to the more unknown illness when we don't give the same attention to diseases that
have been circulating for a longer time. I really want an honest discussion rather than a fearmotivated or media driven hysteria, and I think this discussion is long over due. To be fair, I
know your organization has been focusing on the bigger consequences to older age groups,
while recognizing the impact to kids generally isn't as dire. With the vaccine available to older
groups, it's time to start parsing the data for younger groups, and having more robust
conversations regarding these kids whose voices are the least heard. If I had to choose an
answer to question number four, at this point I would say I do not support masking in schools
under any circumstances because I have not seen the data supporting it, but I don't think
that's a true reflection of my feelings about it.
314

I strongly disagree with the use of masks on children for any reason, data does NOT support
that there are enough cases among children to warrant this

8/16/2021 9:27 AM

315

Both my husband and I are essential works in the mortuary field. We aren’t don’t have the
ability to stay home with our child. A mask isn’t to much to ask to keep the kids safe. We will
send out kid masked until he can get vaccinated but would like others around him to do the
same to help protect all.

8/16/2021 9:27 AM

316

My children 8to and 10yo have no other protection from the virus in school, other than masks.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

317

I belive that asking children to wear a mask that may cause anxiety, thoughts of suffocating,
and making it difficult to breathe, is a burden to children and will detrimental in the child's
ability to concentrate at school

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

318

I am a sophomore at Littleton high school and have endured the massive disruptions in my
education and also the social aspects of my high school experience. These disruptions are
now into my third academic year of schooling. Not allowing the students to live a normal life is
far outweighing the small risk of health issues among our age group. Limiting our right to
breathe freely needs to end. No mask mandates.

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

319

With COVID-19 never going away, just like the flu are CDPH and Tri-County health going to
require masks for 2 years, 5 years , 10 years?

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

320

I think the individual schools should NOT be mandated to wear masks. My two girls were
elated that the mask rule was lifted. We are already attending and some students want to wear
them, some don't. It should be their choice to do so or not. Let us move forward and monitor
without masks. I feel that the district should also have the ability to opt out of any mandates
issued by TCH just like the counties did previously. LPS has been very measured in their
response to Covid and we would like to continue in a fashion that lends itself to some
normalcy finally for our kids. We as parents, teachers, and school district do NOT need TCH to
make these decisions for us. We see the trends and we can respond accordingly without the
constant fear mongering to our kids when like 1 in 300,000 has been hospitalized per the
district (real time as of last week). Let US make these decisions! We know what's going on
day to day, you don't! Obviously every school is NOT the same and as we have seen,our
parents and students ARE FINE leaving the masks as OPTIONAL! So please don't intervene.

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

321

I am the parent of an energetic, bright, funny and loving 9 year old boy who happens to
struggle with ADHD. He thrives when he is in a classroom with a caring teacher, surrounded by
his friends and engaged in a challenging learning environment. He NEEDS to be in school for
his mental health, social development and to ensure that he receives the special instruction he
needs and cannot get through distancing learning or from my husband and I at home. We know
from the 2020-2021 school year that masks work. We had minimal disruption to in-person
learning last year, the children did not complain about wearing masks and learning was not
diminished because of face coverings. I implore you to keep the mask mandate for 12 and
under in place until we have the option to choose to vaccinate our children. They are rapidly
becoming the most vulnerable population, we know that the new covid variants are highly
transmissible and possibly more dangerous and we need to do all we can to help our children
remain healthy and in school for as long as possible. Please put politics aside, trust the
science and do what is best for our children.

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

322

According to an article published by the EPA on the filtration effectiveness, N95 masks can
filter out greater than 95% of particles that are the same size as covid-19. The filtration
effectiveness varies widely on other types of masks (26.5% to as much as 80.2% filtration). I
don't know how many of the virus particles need to be consumed in order to become sick with

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

414 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
covid-19, but my guess is that someone with 26% effective filtration could easily still get the
virus. Here is the link to the EPA article: https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/epa-researcherstest-effectiveness-face-masks-disinfection-methods-against-covid-19 We can look at this data
in two ways. First, at least some of the virus particles can be filtered out, which is good.
Second, someone can probably still get sick by ingesting even one covid-19 particle, so
masks that aren't N95 are basically useless for this virus. I know my mind, but my mind is not
"made up." Real research and science can easily explain the answer. Families are literally
being torn apart over opinions. Enough with opinions, we only have room for real facts. People
can cherry pick statistics, so we need to look at the complete situation. The bigger questions
are: 1. What is the purpose of government and government agencies? 2. At what point do
mandates start to infringe on individual rights (San Francisco is now mandating businesses to
obtain proof of vaccination from employees and customers - https://sfmayor.org/article/sanfrancisco-require-proof-vaccination-entry-certain-indoor-businesses-and-all-large-indoor)? and 3.
At what point do we start to do real scientific research and critical thinking that isn't funded by
an opinion or an agenda? Regardless of political affiliation, the amount of people that have
died, the businesses that have permanently closed, the massive amount of debt the Country
has taken on, and that 94% of the tests are negative (when dividing actual cases by total
tests) all testify to the fact that the response to covid-19 appears to have been grossly
mismanaged. The polarization on this issue is 100% evident by the response options in
question #4...
323

Masking of CHILDREN is cruel and uncalled for. My child complained of increased heart rate
and feeling scared while wearing a mask. Children need to be able to learn in a normal
environment and not subjected to this kind of punishment. If parents want THEIR child to wear
a mask, then send their kid in with one or stay home and teach their children, but my child
shouldn’t be forced to wear one due to other fears of getting a sickness that doesn’t affect
children and the death rate isn’t increased. I disagree with masking our children!!

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

324

The number of child hospitalizations is low. Masking should be decided by the parents based
on what is best for their family. All adults have the opportunity to get a vaccine. Our end game
for covid can’t be zero cases, that is not realistic. We need to learn to live with the vaccine
and the variants to come. Masking kids does not come without unintended consequences
(difficulty learning to read, unable to read social cues, etc).

8/16/2021 9:21 AM

325

Masks on children do nothing. Having kids breath in their own prevents oxygen from getting to
their brain and limits their ability for critical thinking.

8/16/2021 9:21 AM

326

We need to protect our kids! The little ones can’t get vaccinated. We need to be wearing
masks until there is a vaccine available for ALL school age kids! We protected our older
community last year. We asked our whole community to wear masks last year to protect the
elderly and to protect the community until a vaccine was available. Well why not do the same
for our little ones? They shouldn’t have to hurt just because they aren’t old enough to get a
vaccine. How do we tell them they did their part to protect the older, but no one is doing their
part to protect them! We need masks in schools until this pandemic is under control and
everyone is able to get a vaccine! Please do what is right and protect our kids!

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

327

Thank you for taking comments. I have been watching the unfolding fiasco with Covid with
growing concern and frustration. When the pandemic started last year, we had numerous
opportunities to stop it. But poor communication and coordination resulted in many, many
missed chances and botched implementations that resulted in Covid taking a stronger root
here than it should have. Now we are faced with the Delta variant. A far more contagious and
damaging variant. Florida and Texas are metaphorically "on fire" with it. One of my
(unvaccinated) family members is currently hospitalized and intubated in Austin, TX because
of it. Preventably so. And it's coming to Colorado. The people advocating for not being masked
are asking that "kids be able to be kids". Kids - as we showed last year - can very easily
manage wearing masks. Children take their cues from adults. The parents, in this case, are
being petulant children, unwilling to do one small action to protect the lives of people unable to
be vaccinated. If they would act as responsible, caring adults, the children would follow readily.
But it's obvious that the parents are uncaring and unsafe. They aren't getting vaccinated and
they aren't wearing masks. As a result, they - and unfortunately their children - are at increased
risk for infection and acting as a source for future outbreaks in our schools. The very least we
should do is ask their children to wear a mask when in enclosed spaces. My 10-year-old son
has asthma and other underlying conditions that means a Covid infection could turn into a
death sentence. All because another child’s parent didn’t them to wear a mask. My son will be
wearing a mask during school. But “recommending a mask” is *not* sufficient. We must
*require* mask wearing - at a minimum, in schools where children under 12 are present. I
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strongly recommend that we make masks mandatory in all public schools, but at a minimum
for those are currently unable to get vaccinated. Current studies are showing that the vaccines
are not quite as effective against Delta as they were against the original strain or other
variants. Even vaccinated people are getting Covid as a result. The CDC is recommending that
everyone – regardless of vaccination status – wear masks when indoors. Requiring masks
should be the lowest bar for our elementary and middle schools. The question of masking is, in
essence, “Discomfort or death?” It seems a pretty clear decision to me. One is slightly
uncomfortable. The other is the end of a child’s life. This isn’t a question of freedoms – it’s a
question of public health and science. Will children be able to wear masks all day? Yes – we
proved that last year. Is it comfortable? Not necessarily. But it’s far better to wear a mask than
an oxygen mask or – worse – having a child die because of carelessness and callousness by
a few. Please vote to approve mandatory masking in our elementary and middle schools at
least. And all of our public schools at best. Thank you.
328

LPS mask policy does not follow the CDC's recommendations for kids. It not only puts
children, families, and staff at risk, but it makes it more likely that we will not be able to
sustain in-person learning long term. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html

8/16/2021 9:19 AM
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I am a mother of 2 children in middle school. Covid poses no risk to our children. 4.8 million
children have tested positive for covid. ONLY .008% have died. The flu is more dangerous for
kids than covid. Masks do not protect children because they don't wear them correctly and
they do more harm than good. I pay taxes in the district and want my children to attend school
and they will NOT be wearing masks this year. I had to homeschool them last year but they
legally have to be allowed to attend mask free.

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

330

Wearing masks helps keep our children more safe then not Wearing masks

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

331

Please keep our kids and teachers safe.

8/16/2021 9:19 AM
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After all that we went through last year, we learned that in-person learning is healthiest for our
children. It is our belief that we should do everything we can to help this remain a viable option
and the science supports mandated mask wearing. We support science (not politics) as the
driver of theirs critical decision. Thank you for your careful attention to the matter.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

333

My son is 5 and starting kindergarten. He has struggled with his speech and has been
receiving services from the school district for 3 years, the last 2 with masks. He has not made
the progress necessary bc he needs to see mouths and to hear adults clearly. This year he is
now required to wear a mask. His peers find it difficult to understand my son without a mask
but have been welcoming. Now I fear that he will be unable to communicate with his class by
having to wear a mask and will set him apart. I think the isolation will be more impaction to my
son's development than if he contacts a virus. I would rather him exposed to gems to build his
immune system than make him wear a mask that perceives safety especially when we aren't
wearing them every where else.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM
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If ever there was an instance where individuals need to think beyond themselves and any
personal inconvenience it is now. Science has shown that masking works to stop the spread.
It's an easy sacrifice to make to avoid having schools shut down again. Many parents worry
about the emotional strain wearing masks causes their children but having to go back to online
learning would be far more damaging in the long run.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM
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No masks were required during the flu season, why now? Do you require kids to wear
protective padding when playing at recess to prevent injuries? We can’t stop Covid, so we
might as well become immune to it be catching it. Build up immune systems.

8/16/2021 9:17 AM
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Hello, I am a Registered Nurse of almost 20 years and currently work in an acute care hospital.
I am not in favor of masking our children & I speak on behalf of numerous health care
providers. Masking does NOT work against this virus. Unfortunately, people are receiving
misinformation from the CDC, NIH and State Boards of Health who refuse to look at or read the
science behind it. Everything they have suggested contraindicates what we know about
science and how this virus works. COVID 19 is an aerosolized virus and therefore spread by
particles this means the particles are small enough to go through masks. We cannot make this
virus go away and it will continue to circulate. I support anyones decision to wear a mask if it
makes them feel “safe”. However, it is also our RIGHT to choose not to wear or mask our
children. I urge you to do the research and find the power to make the “right” decision regarding
our freedoms and science. Sincerely, Sandi Gordon

8/16/2021 9:17 AM
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I am a grandparent to two children attending a school in Littleton. I live in Texas and have not
seen my grandchildren in well over a year. I want them and their peers to stay healthy. This is
only going to work if they and their teachers are masked. I look forward to the day when we
can be together again and sincerely hope that the board will approve the mandate for masking.
I have a background in public health and know how important this is for your community.

8/16/2021 9:16 AM

338

With the surge in the Delta variant and the fact the children under the age of 12 cannot be
vaccinated yet, I strongly support mandatory masking in indoor educational settings. Why risk
the health of our children on the idea that they MIGHT be safe without masks? We know
masks have a protective effect and are a manageable action that children are used to. Please
support mask use in our schools.

8/16/2021 9:16 AM

339

I am strongly in favor of mandatory mask mandates for all schools given the transmissibility of
the Delta variant and that our precious children 11 and younger are not eligible to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine. It is the responsible thing to do if we care about our children. Please help
protect our children!!!

8/16/2021 9:16 AM

340

I have a 5 year old that is about to start kindergarten this Wednesday. This already
overwhelming experience is being overtaken with a feeling of dread because I don’t think
anyone else will be wearing a mask. I want my child to feel safe and secure at school and it’s
really hard to do that when this very basic step hasn’t been taken to protect them help them
continue to stay in school. This doesn’t have to be political and I’m so incredibly sorry that
other people feel like putting a piece of cloth over their mouth is abuse. But if they feel so
strongly about that, they should keep their children home. We all know how this is going to go.
Do we do masks now or do we wait until things are worse and then we are forced to implement
masks? Thank you for your time, I appreciate this public space.

8/16/2021 9:15 AM

341

I am strongly opposed to mandates requiring our children to wear masks in school. I have yet
to see a conclusive study (not based on models) that proves that children wearing masks
reduces COVID transmission. One of the rationales given by the TCHD is to reduce mental
health stress of children. What about the psychological effects of a total lack of facial
expressions which are integral for communication? Teachers and students’ voices are muffled,
and misunderstandings are rampant especially among those with hearing disabilities. What
about the mental health stress for my child who has perpetually fogged up glasses in school
because of his mask and cannot see? I also know that wearing masks increases my children’s
anxiety levels. What about the physical stress on my boys when they can’t breathe in gym
class? By the end of the day the multiple masks I send them to school with are wet, smell
horrible and are soiled to a level that I know cannot be healthy for them to breathe through.
According to the CDC as of August 13, 2021, 93 children between the ages of 5 and 11 in the
US have died from COVID. 93 out of 1.2 million who tested positive. According to your own
website the hospitalization rate of those under 18 has remained steady at under .5 since the
beginning of the pandemic. The TCHD must not make decisions based on data and not fear. I
implore you to please let our elementary school kids be kids that can learn and grow normally.
We should not be asking our children to make sacrifices for those who have chosen not to be
vaccinated. We as adults are supposed to make sacrifices for the benefit of our children.
Additionally, if mask mandates are implemented, at what measurable goal will they be
removed? We will never have zero risk of sickness. Ever. The current levels of increase
compared to what we have seen throughout the pandemic hardly seem alarming.
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/?
CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcasesupdates%2Fcases-in-us.html#demographics

8/16/2021 9:15 AM

342

Please as the local health experts/scientists in our community follow the actual science and
recommendations of larger national organizations and leaders, such as the American Pediatric
Association, CDC, Colorado American Association of Pediatrics, National Education
Association (among many others) and require masks for our children in schools…Especially
our children who are under 12 years of age and do not have a choice to vaccinate at this point
in time. Some may call it a mental health risk to have our children wear masks and I’d like to
note that it is a mental health risk for my son to know that these large bodies of experts
recommend masks in schools universally and his does not require it. He wants to know why
his school is not going to keep him safe. Some will also say if you feel so strongly about it
then mask your child. I absolutely will continue to do that. Masking my child though provides a
small amount of protection for him and more to the people around him. The folks around him
that choose not to mask are not providing the same protection and consideration to him in
return. Please make the right decision, exercise your rights as leaders of public health to
protect our unvaccinated children. THANK YOU!

8/16/2021 9:14 AM
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343

Please mandate mask wearing for indoor school settings.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

344

Please let mask wearing be a choice for each individual not a mandate.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

345

I am very frustrated with the mask mandates in place in elementary through 6th grade. As an
early elementary teacher we need to have the ability to make eye contact as well as full face
contact to instruct our students effectively. They missed out on so much instruction last year
and many are well behind in their phonics. Additionally, the personal connections that are made
through facial expressions cannot be done with half of our face covered. At this point in the
virus, there is no solid evidence that masks prevent the spread of Covid or its variants. As
private citizens, we should be afforded the right to make our own personal health decisions.
Finally, forcing 6th grade students to wear masks when the rest of the middle school
population does not is extremely unfair!

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

346

Please mandate masks for all grades. Many 7th graders have summer or early fall birthdays,
and they are not even 12 yet, or they have not had a chance to be fully vaccinated. Other
states and districts are mandating masks. Please keep our kids safe. The vaccination rate for
12-15 is only 46%. That is a very low percentage.

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

347

Please let the parents decide if they want their kids to wear masks not someone trying to
impose these mandates that are not backed by science. Children are more likely to die from
the flu then from Covid and we didn’t mask our kids in 2019.

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

348

I do not support mask mandates and support the decision to be left to the parents.

8/16/2021 9:12 AM

349

Masks are not useful because: 1. Give a false sense of protection 2. Virus is extremely small
that it can pass through mask fabrics. It is written in the boxes of the masks 3. Restrict
oxygen intake 4. Make people afraid of being with others. It creates an environment where kids
think people are normally sick. 5. Get dirty and accumulate bacteria There are numerous
studies that back these statements.

8/16/2021 9:12 AM

350

You are not following the science. Children are at very low risk of contracting or spreading
COVID. This is purely a power play on your part. You are permanently damaging our children
and grandchildren! Shame on you!

8/16/2021 9:12 AM

351

Children are the prime example of herd immunity!!!

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

352

You need to have a mask mandate. Our School EGLEaglecrest HS has not addressed masks
or highly recommended the use of them. No kids are wearing them and they are filling the
Gyms for rallies and welcome events putting others in Danger it’s business as normal, which
things are not normal. We cannot rely on the schools to do what is right. I believe, if we want
to remain in school, masks will play a big tole. Please do what’s right. Our kid is willing to
mask, but she says no one else is wearing them why should I.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

353

Mask mandating for kids is such a strong and vigorous approach when the issue is much more
nuanced than that especially since there is little to no research supporting kids and masks.
$42 billion dollars for NIH funding last year and not a single grant for mask wearing and
children. Here is what we do know and why mask wearing for children is NOT supported. Of
the 23 states reporting hospitalization less than 2% of all cases resulted in hospitalization. Out
of 43 states who reported deaths 0.0%-0.3% of ALL child covid cases resulted in death. WE
NEED MORE DATA BEFORE MANDATING MASKS AND IT IS IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER
NOT ONLY THE medical impact but ALSO the EMOTIONAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
EFFECTS.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

354

Mask is not effective.. Masks are dangerous for our children to wear all day. You are going
against Science to make children wear masks.

8/16/2021 9:09 AM

355

We do not support ANY masking mandates under any conditions. Parents should choose to
cover the face of their child. I am far more Supportive of sending healthy kids to school and
having them interact with their peers and see the faces of their teachers. There is risk for
illness in any school district, and Covid presents little risk to children. Please let them play and
learn freely.

8/16/2021 9:08 AM

356

Please do not mandate our grandkids to wear masks. It should be a choice of each family

8/16/2021 9:08 AM

357

Littleton Public School District is putting our children's health at risk by not mandating masks
in all indoor school settings.

8/16/2021 9:07 AM

358

Masks are very inappropriate for preschool kids. They cannot learn language with masks on as

8/16/2021 9:07 AM
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they can't see our mouths.
359

Until vaccines are approved for those under the age of 12, masks should be required in pre-k
through elementary schools.

8/16/2021 9:06 AM

360

We strongly feel masks should be a choice for each family. I do not support a requirement and
feel that masks are causing far more harm than good. I had an 8 yr old who was the happiest
kid ever, deal with depression and require professional help due to the social/emotional impact
of masks and not being able to connect to friends. We DO NOT support requiring masks at
schools.

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

361

Given the fact that the majority of children attending school are unvaccinated I think that it is
critical that we have a universal indoor masking policy. There are many safety protocols that
are enforced to keep people safe. One example is wearing a seat belt. Odds are that most of
your car rides you will not need your seat belt. However, we know that seat belts save lives
and you can’t predict when you will have a car accident. So because of that reason we wear
our seat belt—but we also do it because we are required to. If this were not a requirement to
wear a seat belt I know that some people would not wear them for reasons like how it digs into
my chest and it is uncomfortable. These are some of the same reasons why people do not
want to wear masks but we know that in combination with other measures wearing masks
reduces the spread of viruses that also cause people to get sick and sometimes die. We also
know that the people that are the most vulnerable are those who are not vaccinated and more
that half of the students attending school are not yet allowed to receive a vaccine. For these
reasons it is critical to have a policy that keeps our children safe by requiring masks.

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

362

As a former public school employee, it is with great urgency and sincerity that I request the
board put a mask mandate in place for all schools (K-12). This measure is the only way to
keep all students, faculty, and staff safe from this ever evolving virus. Please note, many
classrooms and libraries have windows that do not open. Thank you for your consideration.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

363

Board of Health of Tri-County Health Department, Our child is a second grader in Littleton
Public Schools – a district that is not requiring masking, nor quarantining, for any of its
students, despite the potential public health ramifications and the concerns of families like
ours. Our superintendent and school board have made clear that this won’t change unless
there is new guidance on the local or state level, such as from Tri-County Health. As such, we
are writing to strongly urge Tri-County Health to shift its recommendation for masking to a
requirement, to ensure the health and safety of younger community members, like our own
child, who are not yet eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine. Despite both our district and Tri-County
Health strongly encouraging masking, we have observed that the majority of families at our
school are not following this guidance. We continue to hear this from numerous friends and
families in the district at different grade levels, as well. At the same time, our district has not
offered families an alternative to in-person learning – leaving all students in an in-person,
largely unmasked environment, regardless of their risk factors. This includes several high-risk
students of which we are aware in our daughter’s own classroom. It is for these vulnerable
children and so many others like them, as well as our own family’s health and safety concerns,
that our child willingly wears a mask to school every day. Unfortunately, she is one of just a
handful of children in her class of 25+ students to do so. While we appreciate that districts are
trying to accommodate families that are ready to move on from this virus and get back to
"normal," it is fair to say that the situation with COVID-19 in our community is not normal by
any stretch of the imagination. It has become increasingly politicized, despite the clear
science that tells us the spread of the virus is not over, and that masking is one of the best
and simplest safety protocols to mitigate the spread and ensure the continuation of in-person
learning. The delta variant poses a new level of risk, and we are advocating for required
masking until the opportunity for a vaccine becomes available for all, and the playing field is
leveled for everyone. Until that point, the opportunity for all children to learn safely in our
schools is not there – and the learning environment is simply not equitable for all. We strongly
urge Tri-County Health to make a decision to require masking while the delta variant is
spreading in the country and in our community, to ensure the health and safety of both children
and others with whom they are in contact in our community. Sincerely, The Orozco Family

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

364

Please do not require masks. I think it is important for this NOT be mandated. Keep a choice
open for each family

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

365

The CDC is recommending masking in indoor settings, why aren't we following it in schools
where kids under 12 can't get vaccinated? Despite every health recommendation from every
single health expert out there? Why is this a political issue up for a vote or a poll? There's
science saying we should still be masking indoors. There's no way to determine who's been

8/16/2021 9:03 AM
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vaccinated or not, and encouraging people to wear masks in schools is not working. I went to
Powell Middle School for schedule pickup and very few people were wearing masks, mostly a
few scared looking sixth graders. Very few teachers. I'm scared for the kids under 12
especially. I'm scared that my vaccinated kid will have a breakthrough case or be
asymptomatic, and pass it to a kid under 11 who hasn't had the chance to be vaccinated. Most
of the teachers aren't even wearing masks. And my child is confused. Does she follow my
advice to wear it and protect other children or does she try to fit in with the crowd in middle
school? Why are we asking kids to make this decision? WE are the adults. This should be
based on science, not a parental poll. Not politics. Meanwhile the virus mutates. Please do
something to keep kids safe instead of passing the buck. No child deserves to be put at risk of
getting hospitalized, when they are trying to get an education.
366

I am a teacher and will have no way to protect myself or my students if we do not have a
mask mandate. How am I going to help my students feel safe without that expectation?

8/16/2021 9:03 AM

367

I believe it should be a parent's choice whether kids wear masks or not. If a mask is a
distraction from my student's learning, I am not in support of that.

8/16/2021 9:02 AM

368

The medical community has over and over recommended that children 12 and under wear
masks as they are no eligible for the vaccine. Please follow the science and protect our
children and community. We all want to keep in person learning possible, please mandate
masks so we can keep our schools open and children learning and safe!

8/16/2021 9:02 AM

369

Why are we making health mandates with public opinion verse factual evidence? Why did we
even attempt to make a mandate because of a few people sending dozen emails a day? Why
are we forcing a mandate under a made up scenario, the possibility of bullying with kids who
wear masks? Are we going to force mandates that all kids wear Nike shoes, since a kid gets
bullied for wearing Walmart brand shoes ? How ludicrous is that. What about our kids who are
killing themselves over these mandates, how should that not be more of a concern? Do they
not deserve to be protected ? Kids have a less then one percent chance of morbidity. There is
only 7 children in the hospital per Governor Polis as of last Thursday and some with RSV, so
why are we mandating masks with such low risk? What are about special needs population,
how many years of subpar education. Why are we now asking our kids in daycare and preschool to be masked now, but not the previous year? Can you tell the me data for this? They
don’t sell masks that are for kids that young. Masks are meant to be changed , they are not
meant to be worn for 6 hours straight. We know that kids wearing a mask that long has caused
physical, and psychological harm, and puts kids at a higher risk then covid. You cannot ignore
the science that supports that. We don’t make kids who opt out of the flu shot where a mask
every year, where is the line. Enough is enough. If in person makes you nervous, you have
options. The majority want their kids in school with normalcy. Masks need to be parental
choice ! Period! For some perspective, with covid there have been 441 deaths for 0-18 years
old over the last 20 months, that's approximately 22 deaths a month. There are approximately
73 million children in the US. To put that into perspective looking at the flu season which is
typically Oct-May, flu season of 2017-2018, 643 children died between 0-17 years old, that is
approx 80 deaths a month. During the 2018-2019 flu season, 477 children between 0-17 died,
that's approximately 59 deaths a month. All of this is available to see on the CDC website. The
flu was more likely to kill our children than covid ever has been, yet back then our children
weren't being forced to wear masks or to get vaccines to live their life. We respected personal
choice and allowed parents to do what is best for their child. In 2009 12 children died from the
flu in Colorado, we never discussed masking our children. Not once and that was during the
H1N1 outbreak. Did you care or worry then? I doubt you even remember, so stop with the over
reach. Allow parents to do what is best for their child. My autistic and severe speech delayed
child deserves a good education. How many years should he keep falling behind over a less
then one percent chance of death? If another kid kills themself because of these mandates,
their blood is on your hands. Do the right thing, stop forcing medical devices on our children,
stop bullying our kids, and respect parents to make the best choice for their kids.

8/16/2021 9:02 AM

370

I support the masking of anyone unvaccinated. So 11 or younger or 12 and up who choose not
be get vaccinated.

8/16/2021 9:01 AM

371

The science and blood chemistry of what happens to children's brains after just 10 minutes of
mask wearing, is unconscionable. Then what happens in the blood stream and other vital
organs. Simultaneously, study what happens to acid-base balance in our bodies, especially in
children, which COMPROMISES their infection fighting abilities, their immune system, and
prones them to getting ill! Additionally, read the hundreds of peer reviewed studies of the
pathogens cultured in children's masks across the board after just a few hours - it is well-

8/16/2021 9:01 AM
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documented on non-censored, scientific sites and journals. I wish I could upload these here.
This doesn't begin to cover the ALL negative social and human impact of covering up
children's crucial facial expressions - the keys to their hearts, souls and emotional status.
372

It is obvious by now that masking does not prevent the spread. Otherwise restaurants would
have been super spreaders and that has not been the case. Also, children are at low risk and
masking only creates a psychological issue with them— they are at their most vulnerable in
that respect. This is now nothing more than a control issue with political figures and not an
issue with any health organizations.

8/16/2021 9:01 AM

373

Please do not mandate masks. It should be each person’s decision to wear a mask or not
wear a mask. Our kids mental health should be our top priority. Thank you.

8/16/2021 9:01 AM

374

Mandatory masking for kids 11 and under makes sense, since they are not eligible for a
vaccine. My two LPS students are older than this category. LPS students look out for each
other, and if it's decided that my students need to mask also to help protect the younger
students, no one in our family will complain. Masking isn't fun, but it also is not hard for us.
Because masking is surprisingly divisive, I think any mask rule should provide a clear way the
community can make it end (ie - a school with a 70% vaccination rate, low number of new
daily cases in the community, etc)

8/16/2021 9:00 AM

375

Masking should be at the discretion of the student and parent and does not need to be made
mandatory/universal for all students. Universal masking obviously did not stop COVID from
spreading previously and doing the same thing again expecting the same result is insanity.

8/16/2021 8:59 AM

376

All of the data currently supports the need for masking and other covid mitigation in school at
this time. If we do not do this, according to epidemiologists/virologists, we will prolong the
pandemic and the virus will continue to mutate. The mutations could prove more contagious
and/or more severe.

8/16/2021 8:59 AM

377

We live in a rural community. If the rules we have in place are followed and no one comes to
school sick we shouldn't have any increase in cases. The school is kept clean and sanitized.
The rules and recommendations or mandates should be made according to the population and
circumstances in particular areas of the county or better yet allow individual school districts to
make that decision for themselves based on what's right for their schools.

8/16/2021 8:58 AM

378

I am a 4th year medical student at University of Colorado School of Medicine. I honor and
respect leaders of pediatric medicine that are demanding universal mask mandates in schools
and childcare settings for kids 2 years and older and all staff regardless of vaccination status.
The AAP recommends universal masking in schools at this time for the following reasons: • a
significant portion of the student population is not eligible for vaccination; • to protect
unvaccinated students from COVID-19 and reduce transmission; • the lack of a system to
monitor vaccine status among students, teachers, and staff; • the difficulty in monitoring or
enforcing mask policies for those who are not vaccinated; • the problem of low vaccination
uptake in some communities; • concern for variants such as the Delta variant that are more
easily spread among children, adolescents and adults; and • wearing masks is safe for kids
ages 2 years and above. I have three children (9m, 4y, 7y) and a wife with multiple sclerosis.
Our kids, communities, and healthcare system including our providers who are already burned
out, need your consideration. In the absence of your mandate, the patchwork of policies
strongly recommending mask wearing will result in more transmission due to poor compliance.
The delta infections and their high transmissibility will result in greater disease burden and will
overwhelm our healthcare system. I urge you to be proactive rather than reactive. You can look
at other states back to school outcomes in the absence of mask mandates that have resulted
in high quarantine, move to online modalities, PICU admissions, and death. Sincerely, Colt J.
Burtard, MD Candidate

8/16/2021 8:57 AM

379

Please provide documented cases/testing in which coronavirus is not able to penetrate cloth
masks. Coronavirus is smaller than the cloth material, and therefore will penetrate and pass
through. Also, if the majority of the community is vaccinated, then the Delta variant and even
the first coronovirus strain should not impose a risk for those individuals. If people want to
wear a mask, or get vaccinated, that is there choice. We live in America and the freedom to
make our own choices remains the same as it was yesterday. Imposing mandates is
unconstitutional. If disagreed on that, show me in the constitution where it says that
mask/vaccine mandates can be imposed.

8/16/2021 8:57 AM

380

Mask wearing should be optional. It is not healthy or safe for young children to have to wear
masks all day. Our rights are being taken away. Not a good thing.

8/16/2021 8:56 AM
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381

Kids need to be masked. Are we waiting for a surge before we protect the community? Be
proactive!

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

382

Everyone has had more than enough time to make their choice on getting the vaccine or not.
Covid is here to stay. We can’t go on wearing masks for the rest of our lives. Even though the
number of cases in Colorado has been rising, the number of daily deaths has continued to fall
since May 16 (7 day avg, covid19.colorado.gov) There has only been 3 deaths (of the 7032) in
Colorado among the 0-9 yr old age group (.04%). Yes, each death is tragic, but they were
highly likely among those with other health risks (co-morbidities). Continue to protect the
vulnerable by having the vulnerable isolate, wear masks, etc. It is time to let the rest of the
world move forward. India and UK are on the downside of dealing with the Delta variant. The
US, being about 6 weeks behind, will most likely follow the same trajectory.

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

383

My name is Dr Kate Frueh Miller, DO and I am a Family Practice Physician for Kaiser
Permanente. I am also the parent of a Newton Middle School student and a Sandberg
Elementary School student. The Delta variant represents a clear danger to our children.
Ignoring recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the CDC, and the Tri
County Health Department is negligent. You must act. Leaving it up to families to decide is
derelict. You have the power to protect your students. I'm asking you personally to protect our
community. What happens inside the walls and under the roof of that school is your
responsibility, and while the district has seemingly decided to abstain from leadership, you
must act before we find some of our students in the ER. This is not hyperbole. This is our
future if you don’t act. I hope it does not take a serious outbreak, deaths under your roof, and
back to Virtual schooling for you to do the right thing. Kate Miller , DO

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

384

I have two teens in Cherry Creek School District. I am begging Tri-County to change its
recommendation for masks to a mandate requiring masks. While my kids are old enough to be,
and are, vaccinated, they are still at risk of becoming infected with COVID-19. I know that
Cherry Creek's mask policy is heavily influenced by Tri-County, so I am hopeful you will
reconsider the current recommendation. It is completely unfair to leave our community's
children under the age of 12 exposed to such a deadly virus when a simple highly effective
preventative measure exists. The feelings of selfish adults should not play any part in the
decision regarding masks. If they want to be reckless and stupid with their own health, fine.
But their willful ignorance should not be a basis for putting children at risk. Sincerely, Daisy
Davison

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

385

My family thinks requiring the children to wear masks is ridiculous and a distraction to their
daily learning. We would prefer to it be optional for all families

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

386

Please allow those parents concerned about their kids to mask them with legitimate protective
masks, but do not require masks. We are comfortable with the statistical physical risk of not
masking our children, but we are not comfortable with the psychological burden these
restrictions have already had on our children. PLEASE no mandatory masks.

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

387

I feel masks should be mandated in all grades and all schools. The under 12 can not yet get a
vaccine and the 12 and over are not all vaccinated. The most important part of this is the
evidence that even fully vaccinated individuals are getting and spreading covid! Masks for all!

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

388

Our children needs to see faces in school, it helps their socialization and learning. They are
not as affected by COVID, like some adults. Teachers are also mostly all vaccinated.
Mandating children to wear masks is ridiculous, it should be a choice. Isn't that called
freedom?

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

389

My kids really don’t care about wearing a mask and staying in school is far more important.
Parents are the problem and are speaking to matters on which they have no knowledge or
training. Please make the decision based on the information you have not emotions of others. I
see no downside to stopping the spread or the emergence of variants. I about not
knowledgeable in vaccine rates and if kids are vaccinated and low risk for infection then I
support no masks, but if we will see spread and sick kids by all means we will gladly wear a
mask.

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

390

Masks shall be optional, key word: optional. Parents have a right to asses their family’s risk, if
individual want to wear a mask, they can. The evidence released from the CDC DOES NOT
support ANY requirement for ANYONE to have to wear a mask. Restricting children of their
ability to learn by forcing them to wear masks, wear so much communication is learned by
context of sounds and facial expressions. These are the basics that a mask mandate will
limit/hinder our children’s ability to understand, learn for years to come. NO MASK MANDATE!

8/16/2021 8:52 AM
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391

The First Amendment of the Bill of Rights reserves/protects our right of freedom of expression.
One of the simplest ways to express one's self is with their face, their mouth, their lips and
tongue. Young children learn this fact of life early on...when they stick out their tongue at
another child. What is next? Mandated eye-wear that blocks the view of another's eyes?
Educaters will no longer be able to see my children roll their eyes! From a scientific
standpoint...if i can smell a fart through a mask, how am I to believe that it blocks an air-borne
virus? I don't buy it. What is the point of all of this? Get a vaccine, you'll be safe...but still wear
a mask? Get a vaccine and wear a mask or you're an enemy of the state? My family and I
have more of a chance of having health related issues due to the horrible air quality in the
Denver metro area. What's being done about that? What can be done about that? My point stop trying to control everything!

8/16/2021 8:52 AM

392

I'm ready to do normal school. No masks, no fear, the students need us and normal school.

8/16/2021 8:52 AM

393

There is no data showing that masks are effective against Covid. Children are not at threat
from Covid. Masks are harmful, especially for children. Masking children is child abuse and
those doing it should be ashamed.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

394

There is proven science that kids are extremely unlikely to get very sick or even die from
Covid. More kids have died from the flu but yet they were never forced to wear masks. The
psychological and even health effects of wearing a mask all day far out way the minute
benefits of masks. If teachers are pushing this and are so paranoid then they should get
vaccinated or wear a mask. Let the parents make the choice for their child! And please don’t
mandate vaccines!

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

395

In May of 2021 Children's Hospital declared a mental health state of emergency for the first
time in 107 years. They have run out of beds for youth trying to commit suicide. The leading
cause of death in youth is NOT Covid-19 it is suicide. We need to focus on the real pandemic
of mental health not Covid-19 which is causing the mental health issues.

8/16/2021 8:50 AM

396

As a high school educator, I'm very concerned about not having a universal mask requirement
in Cherry Creek Schools. The vaccination rates of high school aged students is not to a level
to provide herd immunity protection and with the removal of other mitigation strategies like
cohorting (to allow for adequate social distancing in classrooms) and in-building contract
tracing teams, I worry that there will be incredibly disruptive quarantines. Our goal is to have
in-person learning, and masks are a proven way to help minimize the spread of COVID. 3,200
students will be entering my school building on Wednesday and I'm concerned that with such a
huge student population, having masks "strongly encouraged" is not going to be enough to
keep everyone safe. I am also aware that many of my high school students have younger
siblings who may not be able to get vaccinated yet because they are under 12 or that they live
in multigenerational households. By requiring masks in schools for everyone, regardless of
vaccination status, we can better protect our entire community in the face of the delta strain.

8/16/2021 8:49 AM

397

Please just recommend that all students wear a mask every day until we see how the school
year starts. it does not need to be for a long time, but 3 weeks. Reevaluate after 2 and you can
extend. I know this is all political nonsense at this point, but if my 4 year old autistic
preschooler can wear a mask then I think others can too.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

398

All, As this is a health issue, the guidance provided must be science based FULL STOP. This
is not a parental choice issue as the choice made can impact others within the community. In
short, my child should have the right to not contact a disease because of someone else's lack
of empathy or ignorance. The lack of action provided by the leadership at LPS is astonishing
as the only factor to consider here is the heath and safety of our children. Sincerely, Paul

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

399

I do NOT support universal mandates for masking children. My child's health, both physical
and mental, are my priority and I have seen the negative impact of mandated masks on my
child's self confidence, her emotional state, her ability to breathe, and as a result, ability to
learn. She has been bullied for removing her mask to try to breathe. The bullying is NOT a one
way street and my child, and us as parents, have the right to determine what is best for our
family.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

400

Masks are proven completely ineffective at stopping the spread of Covid aerosol particles.
Absolutely pointless.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

401

No Mask for any of our children!

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

402

I am the parent of two teens in Cherry Creek School District and of one young adult at the
Community College of Aurora. I am emphatically asking that Tri-County change its mere

8/16/2021 8:47 AM
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recommendation for masks to a mandate requiring masks. While my kids are old enough to be,
and are in fact, vaccinated, they are still at risk of becoming infected with COVID-19. I know
that Cherry Creek's mask policy is heavily influenced by Tri-County, so I am hopeful you will
reconsider the current recommendation. Other counties, such as Boulder, have affirmatively
required masks for children in school. And Jeffco and DPS have put similar requirements in
place. Even Fort Worth and Dallas school districts are imposing mask mandates. I understand
what counties and schools in other states are doing may not be the Board's concern, but if
those schools and counties, which have been affirmatively banned by their governor from
imposing mask mandates, can have the courage to do it, so can Tri-County. I know you are
keeping up to date on the latest data regarding transmission of the Delta variant, especially
among children, how deadly it is for the unvaccinated, and how it is infecting vaccinated
people on a much more frequent basis, so I won't repeat them here. But, I am begging you to
reconsider Tri-County's mask recommendation and instead impose a mask mandate. It is
completely unfair to leave our community's children under the age of 12 exposed to such a
deadly virus when a simple highly effective preventative measure exists. The feelings of
selfish adults should not play any part in the decision regarding masks. If they want to be
reckless and stupid with their own health, fine. But their willful ignorance should not be a basis
for putting children at risk. So, please do not listen to those adults screaming "FREEDOM!"
Because 1) it's not their freedom at issue, it is the kids' and 2) the temporary loss of their
freedom cannot compare in significance to the potential permanent loss of life of children.
Sincerely, Lauren Davison, Esq.
403

As grandparents we are concerned for our own safety when we are around our grandchildren if
they are attending school unmasked. The risk simply isn’t worth it. All of these kids should be
wearing masks until everyone is vaccinated!

8/16/2021 8:47 AM

404

Thank you so much for advising school districts to require masks indoors in school for ages 11
and under. Because of you, my district mandated masks for 12 and under, and my child in
elementary school will be protected. But it’s not enough. Breakthrough cases are happening in
vaccinated individuals, and the 12-18 age group is dependent on parental permission for
vaccination, so many older kids are unprotected from COVID-19. The CDC and the American
Academy of Pediatrics are advising us that universal masking for all ages - vaccinated or not is a necessary piece for keeping our kids safe. Additionally, I believe school districts need a
strong mandate to point to in order to enforce and require masks. I know there are many angry
parents who believe they have a right to send their unmasked children to school, and a
universal mandate from the health department would help, especially for districts that aren’t yet
requiring masks at all. All children, regardless of which district they are in, deserve to be safe
and protected. Ideally, this mandate would come from the governor and the state health
department. Predictably and very disappointingly, they have left us on our own. I implore you
to do the necessary thing that they would not, and help us protect our kids with a universal
indoor mask mandate. Thank you!

8/16/2021 8:46 AM

405

Hello, As a parent who just finished 10 months of chemo and is still taking medication and also
suffers with an auto immune disorder, I think it is extremely important to mandate masks for
our kids in HS. While we are all vaccinated, there are still many concerns with breakthroughs. I
would appreciate we continue to put our community and families first and mandate for our kids
in school

8/16/2021 8:45 AM

406

Please mandate masks in all schools until vaccines are approved for children of all ages or
until the school Has confirmed 80% of students have been vaccinated.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

407

The schools should be following CDC guidelines which clearly state that students and teachers
should be masked. Any other decision is driven by fear of public backlash, pure and simple.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

408

I am a teacher at Grandview. Everyone over 12 has the option of getting vaccinated. As an
adult and educator, I should be able to make my on risk assessment. If someone wants to
wear a mask, that is great for them. I am vaccinated, healthy, and do not have under lying
health conditions so I should be able to make my own decision. Students also have the option
of attending online school if their parents are worried about vaccinated peers not wearing a
mask. There is 75 million people 18 and under and over the whole pandemic, only 423 persons
18 and under have died from covid (numbers from CDC website as I am writing this). Please
let us make our own risk/health assessment.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

409

I feel that children do not need to wear a mask indoors at school. They need oxygen for their
brains to learn and grow and masks do not allow them to breathe well. Many kids had a rough
past school year and they need to be back to some sort of normalcy. I do not believe the
masks are helping to reduce covid cases in elementary age children.

8/16/2021 8:43 AM
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410

Children are being deprived of breathing fresh air!

8/16/2021 8:42 AM

411

It has been my recent experience that despite the strong recommendations of masking indoors
put out by the CDPHE and Tri County, the recommendations are not being considered by
nearly half of the parents of the students under 12 who cannot be vaccinated. Unfortunately, it
seems as though without a legal mandate in place, parents will make decisions based on
political bias and false information rather than the health and safety of the general public.

8/16/2021 8:42 AM

412

We are in a rural area and our rates are extremely low. Please leave this decision to the
schools and their communities. It would be unfair for our kids to be forced to wear masks
because other schools much larger than ours are at a higher risk. This is a parents decision.

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

413

Human/child dignity! Pathogens in masks

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

414

I support masking as data regarding different variants is inconclusive.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

415

It is our responsibility to protect everyone in our community, including small children, who are
not able to be vaccinated. By wearing masks, we show that we are about protecting our health
and the health of those around us. Based on the current data, wearing masks in indoor settings
is one of the easiest and beneficial protections against COVID, and we would be foolish to
ignore it. I cannot police my 7-year old while he is in school- it is the district's responsibility to
keep him safe while in school. Allowing his teacher and other students to choose to not wear
masks is a failure of the district's responsibility to each other. Thank you for holding the public
comment period and considering a mask mandate in our area.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

416

Please insist that we protect those who can’t be vaccinated. The only logical way forward is to
wear masks.

8/16/2021 8:38 AM

417

The school district should follow the latest CDC guidance; as I understand this masks should
be mandatory when inside due to the extreme ease with which the delta variant is transmitted.
This should apply whether vaccinated or not.

8/16/2021 8:38 AM

418

I wholeheartedly disagree with having our children REQUIRED to wear masks. There is
SCIENCE that shows masks are terrible for us. There is SCIENCE that shows it has a
negative impact on our children. Why are we ignoring the science that doesn’t follow the
narrative of instilling fear?! Freedom is being infringed by FORCING masks on our children.
And that, I am NOT okay with. I will fight for my beliefs. I will fight for my daughter. I will fight
for FREEDOM. I have also attacked links to articles to support my stance.
https://www.aier.org/article/masking-children-tragic-unscientific-and-damaging/?
fbclid=IwAR3po7M-sDKfp9c14wQd4Sn5y4cd5kO9UuD-ZcQQx8ILvC5aDswZ_coOEiM
https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716
https://www.google.com/amp/s/townhall.com/tipsheet/scottmorefield/2021/06/15/a-group-ofparents-sent-their-kids-face-masks-to-a-lab-for-analysis-heres-what-they-foundn2591047%3famp=true

8/16/2021 8:37 AM

419

I implore you to not implement masking of any type in the school setting. Masking has no
scientific studies proving that they provide any protection from a virus. On the contrary they
inhibit breathing, cause communication to be difficult, and foster difficulties in learning from
facial expressions. Children are at a very low risk when/if they were to contract covid or it’s
variants. Please do not force what should be a family decision, and one that has no significant
nor tested studies to warrant such a move.

8/16/2021 8:37 AM

420

I support the superintendent at LPS who is letting parents and families decide on masking
instead of unelected officials.

8/16/2021 8:36 AM

421

The risks for being infected with Covid-19 are increasing, especially in the unnvaccinated
population, due to new variants emerging. The data from last Fall is not a good comparison as
we are now dealing with new variants that have changed what we knew about the virus.
Children are becoming increasingly infected with the new variant. Children under 12 are not yet
eligible for the vaccine, and children 12+ still have low vaccination rates. Because of the highly
contagious Delta variant, even vaccinated people can spread the virus. The science is clear,
please mandate masks for all persons in schools regardless of age or vaccination status. We
cannot allow the virus to further mutate into another possible highly transmissible and deadly
strain. But as you are the health experts tasked to keep our community safe, I'm sure you
already knew all of the above. Why is this up for public opinion and comment? Do what's right
based on science and facts, not based on politics and opinions. We have seen how

8/16/2021 8:36 AM
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devastating school shut downs were last year. By mandating masks universally in schools,
you are not only protecting the children, but also the community at large.
422

It did them no harm to mask last year and they are now the least protected population. We
protect the weak, we help our neighbors, and care about others as much as we care about
ourselves.

8/16/2021 8:36 AM

423

I have two primary reasons for why I think we should require universal masking in all indoor
school settings: -Children under 12 can not yet be vaccinated. -I want ALL kids to be in school
(in person, everyday) as much as possible this year. Not remote and not in cohorts. I have two
kids in high school and I desperately want them to have a "normal" high school experience and
masks will not get in the way of that 99% of the time and would help mitigate spread so they
can stay in person. Until everyone can get vaccinated, we have to do what we can to keep
people safe and from catching/spreading COVID. Thank you for listening to me.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

424

I live on the military base, I speak with many kids and they express how they get headaches
and can't breath. I also work in a preschool and these children are chewing on their masks.
People can have their kids do online school if they are worried but let these kids be free to
choose the masks. My kids are tired of it and im sure most of these children are tired of it
already. Their brain cannot function well with lack of oxygen.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

425

No to the mask mandate for kids. This has gone too far and needs to stop. Let these kids be
kids and breathe. Should be optional and not mandatory.

8/16/2021 8:33 AM

426

Masks are a proven preventative measure that will help us get through the health crisis faster.
But for them to work we must act collectively. Other locations that have higher rates of
infection are just further along the timeline, we will be headed there as well if we don't act. Our
hospitals were sized based on historical numbers and are not prepared for these increases,
normal occurrences cannot be accommodated if the hospitals have too many COVID patients.
Our only ability to prevent that is to prevent the spread, which is most effectively done by
vaccination, limited social interaction, or masks. We dont really have the first two, so masks
are an easy fix.

8/16/2021 8:33 AM

427

Public health should be based on science and not how people feel. The science says universal
masking and social distancing are needed in indoor school settings to decrease transmission.
Please keep the kids safe.

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

428

Mask mandates are bad for our children’s mental health

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

429

I strongly urge TCHD to support and promote universal masking at all school facilities to best
protect all students and the community. Experts recommend a layered approach to mitigating
the spread of COVID-19, with mask wearing being an important component. Thank you for
making a sound policy decision based on science, safety, and expert recommendations.

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

430

Unvaccinated children must be protected. We do not know the long term effects of Covid.
Vaccinated children and adults with breakout infections who are unmasked can and will spread
the virus to their siblings and other family members.

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

431

Let’s learn from the mistakes other states have recently made. Masking is a very simple way
to keep covid numbers down. We will not look back on this decision with regret if we have our
children mask up in school.

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

432

Children are have extremely low risk for covid complications. Leave the decision to wear
masks to the parents/students. Children need to see each other’s faces - please consider the
mental health risks of full masking in schools. I feel it is much greater than this virus that
leaves kids alone for the most part.

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

433

Physical danger to kids is minimal however the mental danger to masking children and teens
is devastating!!! Let’s it be a parents choice. Not one size fits all!

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

434

My opinion, as a board certified pediatrician, masking of children under 11 should NOT be
done. Children who do not have underlying health issues are not at risk with COVID, they also
are at very low risk of spreading the illness to adults, & they need to develop natural immunity.
We must learn to live with this virus & conduct our lives as normally as possible. The
psychological & developmental damage of masking young children will greatly outweigh the
risk of this virus.

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

435

I work at DCSD. I would like to see universal masking in preschool-elementary since these
students are not eligible for the vaccine.

8/16/2021 8:30 AM
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436

I strongly believe that our children do not benefit from mask wearing and need to be able to
learn from each other's facial expressions and also to breath freely as they are playing hard
most of the day. This decision needs to be made by the parents since we know what is best
for our child. Thank you

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

437

Please help protect our young children who are too young to be vaccinated this Fall by
endorsing a universal masking policy for 11 and younger.

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

438

A mask mandate is unacceptable. Allow people to choose if they wish to mask.

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

439

I struggle to understand why we would not be doing everything possible to keep our kids
healthy and schools open by requiring indoor masking. This is the most virulent variant of the
virus yet - and a number of states and large number of public school systems have required
masks to protect their kids and communities. Unmasked classrooms WILL contract and
spread the virus - it is not a question of IF, it is a question of WHEN. Threatening our in-school
learning which should be protected AT ANY COST. The mask is a MERE INCONVENIENCE and most polled children DO NOT mind wearing them - this has become an adult / political
controversy, not one for our children or our health. Do the right thing. We have a responsibility
to our WHOLE community to stop transmission - this is NOT a PERSONAL choice - please
stop acting like it is while we remain in the most significant health crisis in generations.

8/16/2021 8:29 AM

440

Please keep the health of the kids by mandate all safety measures eg masks, ventilation,
social distance, hand washing, contact tracing. The younger kids are not vaccinated.

8/16/2021 8:28 AM

441

School with a mask is horrible it turns into babysitting not school. Our teachers are not
supposed to be babysitters they are here to give us a quality education, and with masks and
other COVID protocol they can not do that.

8/16/2021 8:26 AM

442

I support a mask mandate for all children, staff and visitors in public schools. I work in public
schools and have children who attend. This is a simple, non-invasive process that can help
keep us in school and safer than giving people the choice or not. There is no medical reason
that someone cannot mask. Even children with developmental delays can tolerate and learn to
manage masks.

8/16/2021 8:25 AM

443

The types of masks that kids under 11 yrs old will wear (non-N95), are not proven to be
effective and do not contribute to a positive learning environment. Instead they distract by
making it harder to communicate, can have adverse health effects (especially if not properly
cleaned), and send a contrarian message of fear. Proper hygiene and investment in remote
learning tools for those exhibiting symptoms is our best defense.

8/16/2021 8:25 AM

444

For the sake of our children and vulnerable people in our community, please let science and
not politics or community comments drive decision making during a global pandemic.

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

445

I do not support a mask mandate for in school settings. The personal contact between
students and between teachers in a school setting is far less than most out-of-school and
social settings. Vaccinated students should not be forced to accommodate unvaccinated
students with a mask mandate. If the mask mandate is to prevent anti-bullying, the schools
should continue to monitor and deter all bullying, not just mask issues. If a campus wide,
district wide mask mandate is being enforced to protect the very few that medically cannot get
the vaccine, special consideration should be given to those very few students instead of a
district wide policy. Students that choose to get the vaccine should not be forced to do more
just to protect those students that choose not to be vaccinated. If the mask mandate is to
enhance in person learning, has the impact of verbal communication with a mask been
reviewed. Has the possible disruption due to isolation been found to be more disruptive than all
students and teachers communicating with masks on.

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

446

I want my kids in school. We really need to do everything in our power to keep them in person.
I am a pharmacist that does covid testing and have seen a steady increase in positive cases.
If we have this many positive cases during the summer, I can only imagine where we are
heading in the fall. Hand washing and masking are easy no brainer things that we can do to
keep each other safe. My kids are too young to get the vaccine and should be masking in
public places. I support mandating masking in school, especially in elementary.

8/16/2021 8:23 AM

447

Please consider the short and long-term physiological, psychological and health implications of
mandating masks or face coverings on children. As stated in an article published by the
Journal of Infectious Diseases and Epidemiology**, "Wearing masks for a prolonged amount of
time causes a host of physiologic and psychologic burdens and can decrease work efficiency."

8/16/2021 8:23 AM

427 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
If this is the case for our health professionals, one can safely conclude it is only exasperated
in children. Masking our children removes the emotional connections they make with their
teachers and friends. By forcing children to wear masks you are robbing them of the joy in
other's smiles and the love they feel from a warm greeting/confirmation from a teacher. While
we do not know the full long term effects of continuously wearing a mask, we have seen an
increase in RSV which many believe is direct result of children's lungs being forced to breathe
the same air repeatedly throughout the day while wearing a mask. I don't want to minimize the
dangers of COVID-19, but plead with the Board to allow parents the choice in this matter. Like
many other health and safety regulations (immunization to be specific), parents should be
provided the freedom to choose what is right and safe for their children. Mandating masks be
worn by children is only hurting the children and does not aid in stopping the spread of COVID19 in the community. This is supported by the following statement found on the Douglas
County School District's website, "Thousands of students in preschool through grade 12
attended DCSD summer learning programs, extended school year programs, as well as BASE
in June and July. Face coverings were not required for students age 11 and under, for
vaccinated students 12 and older, or for vaccinated staff. We are happy to say that during that
time, only a small number of positive COVID cases were reported in our schools, and we
believe that is due to our layered approach." **Citation: Rosner E (2020) Adverse Effects of
Prolonged Mask Use among Healthcare Professionals during COVID-19. J Infect Dis
Epidemiol 6:130. doi.org/10.23937/2474-3658/1510130
448

Dr Douglas and board, We were so sad to pull our daughter out prior to the 2020-2021 school
year. She was so excited for her first year of preschool but there were too many unknowns with
Covid. Instead we spent the last year going to weekly dance classes, gymnastics classes
along with a tour of playgrounds and playdates at PUBLIC INDOOR play spaces. Not once did
our daughter wear a mask nor did 90% of the children we encountered. NOT once was our
daughter exposed to covid, NOT once was she quarantined, NOT once was she tested and
NOT once was any other child around us! There is NO data for children in general to be
masked and especially not in Arapahoe County. According to the Tri-County Health Dept.
FOUR children 0-17 have died from Covid total in Arapahoe County. That is one child every
five months since covid came to light. The children under 5 in these counties were NOT
required to wear masks last year and there was no result of numerous outbreaks or mass
quarantines or deaths. There have been 9 total deaths 0-17 years old in the entire Tri-County
area since the beginning of covid. There is NO reason to force these children to wear masks 37 hours a day by these statistics alone. We can take it one step further and look at the deaths
of children in the entire US from Covid. Which at this time is 441 for 0-18 years old over the
last 20 months, that's approx. 22 deaths a month. There are approx. 73 million children in the
US. To put that into perspective let's look at the flu season which is typically Oct-May. During
the flu season of 2017-2018, 643 children between 0-17 years old, that is approx 80 deaths a
month. During the 2018-2019 flu season, 477 children between 0-17 died, that's approx. 59
deaths a month. According to this data that came directly from the CDC the flu was more likely
to kill our children than covid ever has been yet our children weren't being forced to wear
masks or to get vaccines. (All sources referenced in this email are below.) I am well aware of
the CCSD Parents group pushing mask mandates. I know that one of their reasons and one of
the reasons you, the TCHD , referenced was their fear that their children would be bullied for
wearing masks. They literally BULLIED masks on to our children and YOU are looking to
mandate the bullying. I assure you these parents are NOT the majority by their own admission,
they send multiple emails a day and have advertised to the public that people outside the
district are welcome to sign their petition and send in emails on their behalf because
overlapping their petitions and emails makes them look louder. That is clearly a
misrepresentation of what parents want. This group has also been circulating photos of
students, teachers and staff of CCSD all over Facebook. Its just a matter of time before it's
one of yours. They are vengeful and full of rage. I challenge you to look at their Facebook page
and see that there is no end in sight to their demands. They got the prek-6th mandate in
CCSD, but that wasn't good enough they want prek-12th universal masking with or without a
vaccine. They have their sites set on forcing additional HEPA machines in each classroom.
And you guessed it that still wont be enough, they want ALL public spaces mandated for
masks vaccinated or not. When will they stop? When we are all wearing hazmat suits locked
inside our houses? This is all comes at the expense of our childrens physical, mental and
emotional wellbeing. I don't need to tell you because you already know that more children in
Arapahoe County died from suicide last year than from covid. It time to get back to normal and
let them live not treat them like they are dangerous to others by masking and isolating them.
The words anti-mask are thrown around like candy at a parade but that couldn't be farther from
the truth. We stand for freedom of choice and respect their choice to wear masks as our
choice to not wear masks should be respected in return. The TCHD is not our co-parent and
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should not be involved in our personal medical decisions for our children. I would like you to
share the unbiased data that shows our children need to be masked tomorrow but that it was
not warranted at their meet and greets or open houses last week. I look forward to your
response. A Concerned CCSD Parent, Angela Harazin 507.217.7616 ****THE ANSWER TO
#4 IS BIASED - THERE SHOULD BE AN OPTION: I SUPPORT EVERYONES RIGHT TO
MASK AT THEIR OWN DISCRETION**** https://www.tchd.org/823/COVID-19-Data
https://data.cdc.gov/widgets/9bhg-hcku?mobile_redirect=true
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden-averted/2017-2018.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/2018-2019.html
449

Yes, masks should be mandated. It's the least we can do. The breakthrough cases make this
necessary.

8/16/2021 8:22 AM

450

You have not made a sound case for masking. Your rationale does not have any data to
support the move. Please present ALL of the data, not just the number of cases. For example,
if I see cases have gone up 50% that sounds scary but not reality if it has only moved from 2
cases to 3 cases. When data and information is presented fully and clearly there will be more
buy-in and understanding for people on either side of masking, even if they still disagree. Only
presenting some information has the appearance of politics. Also, be clear on when we should
go to masking and when we should take them off. We are past looking at the number of
positive cases if the disease is less impactful. Thank You.

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

451

PLEASE DO NOT mandate masks for the younger students. The toll the masks requirements
have taken on our children is far worse than you understand. Socialization is such an important
factor to the younger children's development and we are forgetting this. My child's mental and
social health is very important and when we are forcing them to wear masks, we are pushing
that important development step to the side. They cannot get the optimal socialization when
masks are covering their face. Our children have already experienced a year of delayed social
intelligence. Please make this a choice for each family and not a requirement. Secondly, my
child is touching his/her face far more when he/she is wearing a mask. I have always
advocated for him/her to not touch his/her face, mouth, nose, ect but when wearing a mask
he/she is constantly touching the face.

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

452

With the increased transmissibility of the Delta variant and increasing numbers across the
state, please go back to masking indoors to help protect all, especially children during this
next wave of the pandemic.

8/16/2021 8:20 AM

453

The districts mask mandate violates our constitutional rights. Facial expressions are
necessary for human connection. Let parents decide whether they want their kids to wear
masks. Mandating a mask especially in gym class poses heath risks.

8/16/2021 8:20 AM

454

As a pediatrician in practice 25 yrs I am very worried about how transmissible the Delta variant
is. Until we have a vaccine authorized for kids under 12 we need to keep kids safe and avoid
spread of Delta in schools as best we can. From Thursday's UCSF Grand Rounds Virologist
Shane Crotty said it very well-- “At this point you are either vaccinated or you are going to
catch Delta. And whether you are a young adult or old, when you catch Delta unvaccinated,
you will have the highest chance of being hospitalized compared to almost any disease you
have caught in your life.”

8/16/2021 8:20 AM

455

My children's emotional health is at risk if we continue the rollercoaster of masking and shut
downs. We are ready to move forward and treat covid like we have always treated influenza.

8/16/2021 8:19 AM

456

THANK YOU for the mask mandate for students in pre-K through 6th grade. I work in a middle
school and am relieved that my 6th graders will be in masks. I also have 2 elementary aged
students and am beyond grateful that they, and their teachers, need to be in masks.

8/16/2021 8:19 AM

457

I vehemently support children and staff wearing masks to prevent further spread of COVID. We
must use all medically sanctioned options at our disposal and masking has been shown
effective.

8/16/2021 8:18 AM

458

I am deeply concerned that unvaccinated students are not required to wear a mask in schools.
I have an 11 year old and a 14 year old. My 11 year old is not eligible for the vaccine and will
be required to wear a mask. But my 14 year old will be in classrooms all day with students who
are not required to wear a mask, could get a breakthrough infection and bring it home to his
unvaccinated brother. I believe that the easiest solution for the schools would be to require
masks for all students. But if that isn't best then at a minimum all students not vaccinated
should be required to wear a mask. Students are required to wear their school ID visible at

8/16/2021 8:18 AM
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school at all times. They could have something on their ID differentiating those who have been
vaccinated from those who have not been. Teachers would shortly be able to tell who is and
who isn't and then know who should be wearing a mask and who doesn't need to. Whatever
system is adopted I believe that it is completely unacceptable to have people indoors without
masks if they are not vaccinated and so if everyone needs to wear masks to make sure that
the unvaccinated are wearing masks that is better than allowing unvaccinated people to not
wear masks.
459

Can we please consider the other side of masking students 11 and younger? They are not able
to see faces and this is critical for social emotional development - especially with our youngest
learners. Also, where is the research that cloth masks help diminish the spread of the virus?
What are the consequences of wearing a mask all day? What is is doing to our immune
system? Last, what about special populations, especially students with a hearing loss. They
do not have proper access to communication.

8/16/2021 8:18 AM

460

There is scientific evidence that masks prevent the spread of covid-19. Although masks may
be uncomfortable for some children, in person learning is more important. Children need to
wear masks and need to be in school. This is the closest we can get to The New normal while
still keeping people healthy.

8/16/2021 8:18 AM

461

I think it should be the parents choice. My kids struggle to wear mask. They get headaches
and are fatigued faster. Which makes it harder for them to learn and play sports.

8/16/2021 8:17 AM

462

A comment on 9News said "...we need to give the power back to the parents..." which, in
many instances, is true. However, it is a false and very self-centered statement when related
to situations dealing with the overall health, well-being, and very survival of the public as a
whole. When, by our personal preference, we hold the ability to severely harm others the
decision must be made to ensure the safety of all. A mandate by TCHD will prevent the
singling-out of those students wise enough to embrace the science for the safety for all.

8/16/2021 8:17 AM

463

With the vaccination available for children 12 and over, my son has been vaccinated. He
should not have to wear a mask. Only those at risk should wear masks. Decision should be
determined by parents at this point.

8/16/2021 8:14 AM

464

We were promised 15 days to flatten the curve which proved false. We were told once
vaccinations were implemented masks would come off which has proven again to be false. At
no point has anyone advocated good health and diet habits to fortify one's own immune
system. Imposing one's will on another against their own wishes is unAmerican and not what
so many brave men & women sacrificed their lives for. Those who are at risk or fearful should
take their own precautions and not force others to behave in ways they don't feel comfortable
with. If you mandate masks I and many other parents will pull our kids from schools and you
will loose much needed revenue. We will not comply with any further mandates. Mandates are
for Marxists

8/16/2021 8:13 AM

465

Masks should be by choice!

8/16/2021 8:13 AM

466

Masks do more harm than good.

8/16/2021 8:13 AM

467

We as parents ask you to use humanity and common sense as a way of making decisions
that are best for our children. If you cannot, there is nothing left to plead our case. We ask that
you cite your sources for “based in science” because citing the CDC, NIH, FDA, etc is no
longer validating. Look at any country around the world who started a mask mandate and then
had a decrease in cases following it. You have chosen to put children at further risk of mental
and physical harm by mandating masks. Our children are not your experiment. Brown
University recently reported babies IQs have dropped over 20 points in this last year and a
half. Masks have done enough damage. Let’s treat the virus as we have treated viruses in the
past and move on with life.

8/16/2021 8:13 AM

468

My daughter spent a week in Children's Hospital with severe heart issues due to Covid. All
children and teachers need to wear masks for protection, up through high school. Do not wait
until kids are infected and we are in the situation Texas is in where no hospital beds are
available! Protect our community now!

8/16/2021 8:11 AM

469

I support all masks in all schools, period.

8/16/2021 8:10 AM

470

Strasburg did not have masks for younger children all last year and there was not any
outbreaks. Younger students need to see lips and hear voices clearly to develop language
skills.

8/16/2021 8:10 AM
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471

I don't support masking in schools anymore. Given we have created an environment of choice
for folks with the vaccines, I believe we need to continue that everywhere. It should be
people's choice to wear a mask or not. If we keep forcing this on people, we will never get past
this pandemic.

8/16/2021 8:10 AM

472

I have two children in the Littleton Public School district. One is too young to be eligible to be
vaccinated. I do not feel like there is any protection for her at school. I do not feel my children
are safe at school. They both wear masks. In the unvaccinated grade level, less than half of
children in my daughter’s classes are masked. Not even all of her teachers wear masks, even
though the ENTIRE grade level is unvaccinated. They are in full classes with no social
distancing. In the older grade level, my child is one of a handful in the ENTIRE HIGH SCHOOL
that she has seen masked. Given the low vaccination rate of 12-18 year-olds statistically in
this country, that is a dangerous environment. I think the Littleton Public School District is
being extraordinarily reckless when it comes to child/staff safety. They have articulated no
good reason for their “parents know best” mask policy. It is a direct contradiction to all health
agency guidance to date: CDC, CDPHE, AAP and even Tri County Health’s own
recommendation that masks should be worn in schools. LPS has provided no explanation for
their total disregard of health guidance to the contrary, except to say it’s not a public health
mandate and they want a normal school year. Everyone wants a normal school year. That’s
unfortunately not the reality we are living in yet. And it’s not an excuse to ignore science and
recommendations that would keep children safe. It should be apparent by the current
resurgence of Covid19 in this country that the “honor system” and “parents/people know best”
are abysmal failures. LPS has made it abundantly clear that they will not follow data driven,
scientific medical advice to require masks inside schools, unless they are ordered to do so.
Period. Our children’s safety, and the safety of our community at large, are dependent now on
a universal mask mandate order from Tri County Health applicable to all schools, all ages, and
regardless of vaccination status. LPS has made it clear it will not require masks unless there
is a mandate in place for them to do so. Please do what is necessary to protect our kids, staff
and community. A mask mandate applicable to all will be an important tool for keeping kids inperson more consistently this year. As a family who was put under quarantine six times last
spring, I would like to avoid the disruption and chaos of constantly flip-flopping between home
and in person learning. I should not have to trust the safety of my children to the decision
making of other parents because the school district refuses to follow unanimous scientific
health and safety advice. The district is failing to protect our kids and its own staff. Without a
mask mandate, children ARE going to get sick. Is that what it’s going to take? Shouldn’t we be
preventing that instead of waiting for it to happen and then trying to react? It’s clear masks will
keep everyone safer. The position is proven and supported by every relevant health authority.
What possible reason could there be to ignore that advice? We are depending on you to step in
and require them to do so by issuing a district-wide mask mandate applicable to all ages.

8/16/2021 8:09 AM

473

My children will not attend any school that requires them to wear a mask. Their health and
mental well being is my top priority. I believe make are not only unnecessary but detrimental to
both of those.

8/16/2021 8:08 AM

474

Please universally require masks in schools K-12. Follow the scientific recommendations to
protect students and staff, reduce the spread of COVID, reduce the chance of virus mutation,
and end the pandemic. Thank you.

8/16/2021 8:07 AM

475

With the Delta variant making its way into our community and our regular cold and flu season
around the corner, I think it is more important than ever to mandate masks in all district
schools. It is our job to protect all Cherry Creek students and their families by adding this layer
of protection. I attended the freshmen welcome night at Eaglecrest where the gym was
overflowing into the main hallway with people and less than 10% of attendees were masked.
That is how well strongly encouraging masks works… less than 10%. Please consider
mandating masks at least until after the vaccine becomes available for younger students so
that our middle school and high school students aren’t picking up COVID at school and
carrying it home to their younger, unprotected siblings.

8/16/2021 8:07 AM

476

Please Let each school decide what is best based on what is going on in the schools and
whether they feel like they can keep our kids safe. We were at both of our schools this last
week and it was VERY apparent that most of the teachers, kids and parents want normal this
year. Less than 5% of people walking around had masks on and those that did were not made
fun of it is a personal choice. We teach our kids about choices and they are not going to make
fun of anyone that makes a different choice than they do. This is America and we are free to
choose. My son is on an IEP and his year was very difficult last year because teachers in
masks are hard to hear and students in masks are hard to hear. For the concern of mental

8/16/2021 8:07 AM
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health please let the parents choose. Teachers are all vaccinated and parents are smarter than
you are giving them credit for.
477

I think all students including elementary and high school should have a mask mandate. High
school students could bring the virus home to their younger siblings who can’t get vaccinated
yet. And to keep all students heathy while Covid is here they should all have to wear masks.

8/16/2021 8:05 AM

478

I believe children and anyone working in a school should wear a mask.

8/16/2021 8:03 AM

479

Tri-County should leave it alone at this point. You had all summer to coordinate with the
counties and schools before the schools released their plans. Do not jump in during the 11th
hour. Focus your efforts on a vaccine push and education for those still against a vaccine.

8/16/2021 8:03 AM

480

I'm against forcing masks for children under 12. This should be a parents choice and not
mandatory. Masking has various other implications for children's health and wellness and
learning ability.

8/16/2021 8:03 AM

481

Please help keep my grandchild safe-make masking mandatory in all indoor school settings.

8/16/2021 8:02 AM

482

Trust your citizens to do the right thing.

8/16/2021 8:02 AM

483

Kids are not in high risk group to be infected and even die from COVID. Masking kids is all
about scare tactics and control and show that you care. I’m strongly against it as you force
kids be in masks whole day and inhale theirs exhaled air. Completely no common sense is
used here.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

484

Masking is essential to provide a safe in person environment for these kids. And least
restrictive safeguard that allows in person learning.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

485

Please mandate mask indoor for all school children. It seems obvious that to do otherwise is
unnecessarily putting their health and the health if others at risk.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

486

Are we to propose that wearing a mask will be the new norm of life for our children’s
generation? How do we collectively know if it will be or not? As we do not yet know the
longevity of COVID and if it will be here to stay just as the flu and other illnesses, I believe the
effects of covering our children’s faces as they breathe in fumes of carbon dioxide for
countless hours a day & the long-term affects of such could me considerably more detrimental
than a virus with an incredibly high survival rate. On another note, in an already deteriorating
socially-oriented society, children are having difficulty picking up/comprehending social cues
with their teachers & peers in which can stunt learning & growth. On another note, data on
mask-wearing is limited as to its effectiveness. I believe this decision should be left to each
household i.e. parents/legal guardians.

8/16/2021 7:59 AM

487

This seems so simple. Masks are an effective and low risk/cost, high benefit way to keep our
kids healthy and in school, where they need to be. Kids have adapted to masks over the last
year much more flexibly and easily than adults. While there may be some lost benefit to
seeing faces and expressions, masking can be temporary if we can act responsibly to quell
this pandemic. Take politics out and out science into the equation and adopt this simple and
highly effective method to reduce the spread of COVID. And if you don’t, please take the onus
off of those of us whose kids are vaccinated to ‘decide’ to wear masks, and require masks for
the unvaccinated if you aren’t going to require them for all. It is truly ridiculous that the
uninformed political interests are requiring families who’ve made the responsible choice to
vaccinate carry the burden of whether to have our kids wear masks.

8/16/2021 7:58 AM

488

I believe it should be at the disgression of the staff member and family as to whether or not
they choose to wear masks. Data supports extremely low rates of serious infection in children
under the age of 12. This is not different than other bacterial and viral infections in children
spreading in schools. Strep throat and norovirus regularly spread through classrooms, and
sometimes there can be serious complications. The extra precautions taken in a school when
this occurs is additional deep cleanings. I don’t object to families that want to have their
children wear masks, but the mental and emotional impacts to the youngest of our children
during their learning experiences feels unnecessary. Use the data to support sound decision
making.

8/16/2021 7:57 AM

489

I believe a universal mask requirement now will keep everyone healthy and allow school to
remain open and uninterrupted

8/16/2021 7:57 AM

490

The decision of whether or not to wear a mask is personal, to be made by the student and his
or her parents

8/16/2021 7:56 AM
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491

As a parent, I would like to have a choice to make decisions regarding the mask. I don't think
this is healthy for kids, especially the younger ones to be masked all day long/ 5 days a
week...Teachers as well should be able to make personal decisions. Thank you for your
consideration!

8/16/2021 7:56 AM

492

I am against MANDATES …. If you choose that your child wear a mask ….so be it. If you
choose that your child not wear a mask …so be it. This should be a decision made by parents
and not MANDATORY!

8/16/2021 7:56 AM

493

This is the type of decision that should be made by the parents. There are many reasons I am
against masking children in school specifically. Young children touch and become distracted
more often when wearing a mask. With dirty hands frequently touching and adjusting a mask
makes them more susceptible to illness and being a distraction in class thinking about an
uncomfortable itchy often dirty and sweaty mask making it harder to breath makes learning
more difficult. Not to mention the data on kids wearing masks is limited, however we know
transmission is low in children and risk or serious symptoms is also low. Flu seemingly more
serious and never a mask mandate. They miss social cues such as smiles and other facial
expressions. Masks may create unnecessary lack of confidence in children and cause them to
be less likely to participate in class stunting developmental growth. I also have multiple
children in different grades one of which no mask requirement, which is good but confusing to
my second grader as to why she must wear a mask but her sister doesn’t. In short I am very
opposed to mandatory masks in school. This is flat out wrong and history will not look so
kindly as many of the choices made over the past year and a half dealing with this virus.

8/16/2021 7:55 AM

494

I just want to protect my children, one of which is too young to be vaccinated. Please mask
up. It's really not that hard.

8/16/2021 7:55 AM

495

Based on CDC data, Across the country, pediatric cases of COVID-19 are skyrocketing
alongside cases among unimmunized adults; child hospitalizations have now reached an alltime pandemic high. In the last week of July, nearly 72,000 new coronavirus cases were
reported in kids—almost a fifth of all total known infections in the U.S., and a rough doubling of
the previous week’s stats. Luckily, thanks to science, we know what works: vaccinations and
masking. Given younger children cannot receive the vaccination yet couple with the
unwillingness of many adults and teens to get vaccinated, we need to mandate universal
masking in all indoor settings at our schools.

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

496

I do not support masking of children in school. Covid in children has a HIGH survivability rate.
Children need to breath fresh air, they need to interact with other children and be able to see
their faces. Everyone should wash hands frequently and cover mouth/nose when sneezing or
coughing. Parents need to kee children home when they are sick. Children/people need germs,
need to be exposed to them so our natural God given immune systems can develop. PLEASE
do not require our children to wear masks!

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

497

As a physician I strongly support the use of masks in indoor settings including schools to
prevent the spread of COVID. Health care professionals are on the front lines of this epidemic
and any further illness adds to the possibility that our health care institutions will be overrun in
the coming month. Let's do what we can NOW to prevent the transmission of this virus. It is
clear that vaccinated individuals can get infected and transmit the virus to others. Lets keep
everyone safe and use the best weapons we have at this time: vaccinate those who are
eligible and mask indoors.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

498

We appreciate the health department continued effort to weigh safety and normalcy in our
schools. For our family the risks simply do not outweigh the detriment of our students having
to wear masks. With over 600,000 Covid deaths in the United States it is amazing that only
~340 of those I’ve been children under the age of 18. Perhaps a testament to studies
suggesting exposure to other coronaviruses has already provided our children a high measure
of natural immunity. Now, with teachers, administrators and staff all able to be vaccinated our
schools will thankfully be even safer than last year!

8/16/2021 7:49 AM

499

Please put a mask mandate in effect for all students in schools. Pre-K-12 grade. You should
consider a mask mana date for the state for vaccinated or not vaccinated individuals.

8/16/2021 7:49 AM

500

I am mother of three and I am ashamed to have such "mandating and dictating" educators.
People whom we as parents trust our children with education, all of the sudden became health
experts instead of educators. Because of mask mandates I withdrew all my children due to
staff focusing no longer on true education but pushing this or that agendas onto my children.
One, ladies and gentlemen, never fit all. Vaccinated or not vaccinated, masked or unmasked -

8/16/2021 7:49 AM
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please let parents handle their children's health affairs and as educators please do your sole
job of providing QUALITY education. No dictatorship or mandates will be tolerated by my
household, my family run from communist country and will fight any communism here. Thank
you.
501

LPS sent a letter out on July 29th stating their policy towards masks and provided supportive
detail on how they reached their decision. Besides consulting with health experts they
expressed “We know that our students’ learning and mental health were impacted during the
pandemic, and we understand that what our students need most right now is a return to school
with as much normalcy as possible within a safe environment.” LPS has always put the
children first in all their decisions they make; even before Covid. I believe they did so here
again with their decision to not force masks on children who have been free of them all
summer and I support their decision. For those that did not support their decision, their children
can still wear masks but forcing others for your own comfort level is not right, and it’s not
admirable. We all must stand by LPS and their decision and support it.

8/16/2021 7:47 AM

502

I oppose the mask mandate. I feel as though kids should be able to attend school Greeley
without a face mask covering their face.

8/16/2021 7:46 AM

503

Children K-6 should be masked during school hours. We know that helps prevent the spread
and to allow small children to be unmasked is a dereliction of our duty as adults. These
decisions should be based on science, not opinions.

8/16/2021 7:45 AM

504

As a physician that sees patients every day and also treats community members I see the
impact of COVID infection daily. We must be using all technologies available: masking,
distancing and vaccination to keep all safe specially our children that are not vaccinated and at
risk.

8/16/2021 7:44 AM

505

PLEASE issue a mask mandate! I know it's contentious and hot and will make you unpopular
for a while; but as a teacher in a public school I can vouch for how successfully last school
year ended BECAUSE everyone was in masks. Please do it.

8/16/2021 7:44 AM

506

Based on the essentially universal opinion of scientists and medical professional all students
and staff at all ages should be wearing masks indoors

8/16/2021 7:44 AM

507

I don’t support masks

8/16/2021 7:43 AM

508

For the mental health of our kids, PLEASE NO MASK MANDATES!

8/16/2021 7:42 AM

509

Strongly favor mask requirements in school to protect our unvaccinated children under 12.
Also concerned about the schools not informing us when there has been exposure in out
child’s class.

8/16/2021 7:42 AM

510

I work for Cherry Creek Schools at an elementary schools, my seven year old son attends
Littleton Schools and my four year old is at a preschool/daycare setting. I STRONGLY agree
with a mask mandate anywhere there are children under 11 until vaccines are available to this
age rage.

8/16/2021 7:42 AM

511

I really don’t want masks on my kids. Please don’t mandate it

8/16/2021 7:41 AM

512

Just recently, Children's Hospital declared a State of Emeregency in regards to Youth Mental
Health. We know that students having to participate in remote learning had a negative effect
upon youth mental health and during the pandemic we have continued to see a rise in
completed suicides among youth in Colorado. We need to be doing everything we can to
ensure that students are able to remain in person in their school buildings and the best way to
do that is to mandate mask wearing in all school settings.

8/16/2021 7:40 AM

513

Here is what we KNOW: 1) Masks WORK. This is not political or emotional. They help to
decrease the spread of Covid. 2) The Delta variant is even more contagious and DOES infect
children. A) The American Academy of Pediatrics reported nearly a sevenfold increase in new
child covid infections in one month (July). B) Child hospitalizations are increasing due to the
Delta variant. 3) Children under 12 do not have the option to get vaccinated. 4) Children are
resilient. Our daughter wore her mask in daycare for 10 hours/day and did not complain.
Children in school wore masks last year and can do it again. 5) Remote learning is detrimental
for a host of reasons and masks is how we keep our children in school. 6) The American
Academy of Pediatrics recommends universal mask wearing in school for anyone older than 2,
regardless of vaccination status. 7) The CDC recommends wearing a mask indoors in areas of
"substantial" or "high" transmission. Arapahoe is one of those areas. 8) Tri-County stated "it is

8/16/2021 7:39 AM
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not safe for students younger than 12 years old to attend school without a mask ..." 9) Please
keep our children safe and mandate masks.
514

Good morning, I am writing to implore the health department clearly convey that children are
not safe and our community is at risk by continuing to have children in school without masks.
While I have two vaccinated high school students, I am very concerned about them bringing
the virus home to grandparents, elderly neighbors they assist and to other, more vulnerable
members of the community. We are doing our part and have been for 18 months. School
districts will not make the unpopular decision to require masks without the clear direction from
Tri-County Health. Please do what you do best and provide the best advice possible based on
current scientific data. Thank you for your monumental and heroic efforts and leadership during
this unprecedented time.

8/16/2021 7:39 AM

515

My middle schooler begged to go back to in person and I couldn't deny the plea for his mental
health well being. But having a special need child at home with chronic lung disease, puts him
at a higher risk when knowing that masking is not mandated in all schools. As a parent, it's
nerve wrecking. I worn the shoes of seeing my child on a ventilator and fighting for his life and
each breath, I do not want to be in that situation again if extra measure can prevent it.

8/16/2021 7:39 AM

516

My son struggles with allergies and asthma and already works harder to breath. Wearing a
mask at school will only further restrict his breathing. I absolutely feel each parent should be
able to decide what is best for their individual child. For my child, wearing a mask all day at
school is NOT best for him. This issue should not be mandated. Parents should decide what’s
best for their child.

8/16/2021 7:38 AM

517

I love the CO treats people like adults. Want to smoke pot? Go ahead - it is your choice. Want
to not wear a helmet? Go ahead - it is your choice. I think masks should follow suit here.
Leave it to the individuals to decide and leave their freedoms alone. My kids suffered with
masks last year - headaches and lack of focus. Another son had surgery on his throat
because a mask caused infection. Leave it to the individual to decide please.

8/16/2021 7:38 AM

518

I feel the kids should not have to wear a mask in school if they do not want to.

8/16/2021 7:38 AM

519

PLEASE. NO mask mandate. PLEASE. CCSD already changed their mandate for under 12
year olds. Please don’t change it for over 12 year olds too! PLEASE. I know you have heard
all the reasons so I won’t list them, but PLEASE do not do this the day before school starts.
Kids have been planning not to wear masks, PLEASE don’t change this now. PLEASE.
PLEASE.

8/16/2021 7:37 AM

520

Non of your rational for masks included any data to support what appears to be a foregone
conclusion. Kids are at extremely low risk (which is probably why you didn't include the data).
This is a fear based decision supported by threats from the governor.

8/16/2021 7:35 AM

521

Strongly favor mask requirements in school to protect our unvaccinated children under 12.
Also concerned about the schools not informing us when there has been exposure in out
child’s class.

8/16/2021 7:35 AM

522

Please do not mandate masks! It is hard to learn, teach, and breathe. I get a headache when I
have to wear it all day. You cannot hear each other talk. I cannot hear the students, they
cannot hear me. It is ridiculous! I work with English Language learners and it is impossible to
teach with a mask on. I find it controlling and restrictive. Please, please, please do the right
thing…we have to let this thing run it’s course or it will never go away! If people want to wear
masks, fine! Don’t make everyone!

8/16/2021 7:34 AM

523

My grandchildren go to school (cherry creek and Douglas Co) I live in Arapahoe Co. I am
scared to death! Please protect our children!!

8/16/2021 7:34 AM

524

Masks are a necessary mandate for schools to keep children safe. They are affordable,
reliable, and keep staff and students safe. There are no valid reasons for No mask mandates,
especially in settings of non vaccinated individuals and with the spreading felt variant. Laurel
Imhoff, MD

8/16/2021 7:32 AM

525

No to Masks! Last year my 3 children all suffered differently, however all suffered from masks.
Headaches, bloody noses, tiredness, lack of concentration for learning, depression (to name a
few). This is child abuse. Children have working immune systems and we need them exposed
to help with herd immunity. Vaccines are not working, only healthy immune systems can win
this battle. We need children to have less fear, anxiety, and to breathe and smile freely.
Masking children is a tragedy and abuse. None of the data for years have supported masks for

8/16/2021 7:31 AM
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any viral outbreak. None! Wake up and protect our kids from the mental and physical damage
these masks are creating. Please I beg you. Make them a choice. Every child handles these
things differently and mine are suffering. School is turning into a place impossible to learn
anything of value.
526

As an educator and as a parent in this county, I am appalled that we are not doing more to
protect every student. Will kids without masks be sitting separate from kids with masks? Will
teachers be in charge of checking who is and isn’t allowed to wear them? Do 7th graders not
have to wear them but 6th graders do? How is that equitable? What about kids who can’t get
the vaccine (like my child) who is immuno-compromised? What is the percentage of infection
that is high enough to warrant a mandate? I think the implications of not wearing a mask far
outweigh the inconvenience. As an educator, I am also not looking forward to wearing a mask,
but as a community member, I am happy to help prevent the spread and keep us in school. My
brother, uncle, and cousin all died from COVID-19 in February. All in states without mask
mandates. Enough of a death that is preventable.

8/16/2021 7:28 AM

527

I’d like the Board of Health to consider a mask mandate for those who are unvaccinated
including children 11 and under. This mandate will ensure fewer interruptions in the school year
and will help keep the Covid 19 virus from spreading through our schools. Masking is
recommended by groups such as the American Pediatric Association. It’s backed by science
and is a good idea on these trying times. Thank you for your consideration!

8/16/2021 7:28 AM

528

Please mandate masks in schools for all K-12 students in addition to faculty as recommended
by the CDC.

8/16/2021 7:27 AM

529

In making your decision to mask young children in public schools have you looked at data
from childcare facilities where children did not wear masks and have been open and operating
throughout the pandemic including the early months during lockdown?Please explain what
facilities you have looked at to make your decision, my children have both been in an essential
childcare facility everyday during the pandemic without a mask for almost a year and a half
now. I’m more concerned for the potential safety of our kids who have no idea how to wear a
mask properly and in a hygienic way.

8/16/2021 7:27 AM

530

Please mandate masks in schools for all students K-12, and faculty regardless of vaccination
status per the CDCs recommendation. Covid-19, particularly the delta variant, is highly
transmissible in low masking settings. Given the choice many students will chose not to
mask, especially those who are also unvaccinated. It is also known that children are highly
susceptible to peer pressure and students might feel pressured into not masking if their peers
are not doing the same. Students will learn best in an in-person, politically neutral, consistent
environment where mask bullying and peer pressure is taken out of the equation. Masks work
both ways in preventing the spread of Covid. Simply masking your own child is not effective in
preventing the spread of Covid, as the mask helps prevent the wearing individual from
spreading their droplets to others. We now know that vaccinated individuals can catch and
spread the delta variant. Although they may not get as sick if they catch it, they are still
capable of bringing it home to younger siblings who aren’t yet old enough to be vaccinated
themselves, as well as spreading it in our community. Masks have been scientifically proven
to help reduce the spread of Covid-19. With Covid transmission rates high in schools, children
will frequently be missing classes and schools will likely be forced into remote learning
models. This is not what’s best for student’s education or mental health. We cannot jeopardize
the well being of the whole to accommodate the few who wish to have their children maskless.
This is a political stance and not one backed by the majority of experts. I beg that you please
heed the CDCs recommendations and mandate masks for all students K-12. Thank you.

8/16/2021 7:24 AM

531

Kids do not yet have the opportunity to get vaccinated and need to be protected. We need to
keep kids safe. If no mandate- masks will segregate kids and cause bullying.

8/16/2021 7:24 AM

532

In my opinion, Students are not going to feel uncomfortable if people are wearing a mask.
However, if half/some students/teachers are wearing and some aren't then you might have
people feeling uncomfortable. In addition, I would much rather by in-person wearing a mask
than having to quarantine on a regular basis.

8/16/2021 7:23 AM

533

I would like the Board to consider the population density variances throughout the counties it
serves. Eastern Arapahoe County population density is much less than the urban settings.
Please allow local Boards the ability to make decisions for their own settings. your guidance
and recommendations are understood and utilized regularly. We have the ability and where with
all to make knowledgeable and thoughtful decisions for our school district. Please do not
mandate rules for rural Arapahoe and Adams county based upon urban statistics

8/16/2021 7:22 AM
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534

My kids are in the 12 and under group and have no protection against the virus except for a
mask. Please mandate it universally.

8/16/2021 7:20 AM

535

I do not think masks should be required for children 11 amd younger. I do not think in schools,
households, and communities where there are multiple ages combining to begin with. Masks
should be up to parents to make the decision on whether their child wears one to school or not.
Furthermore, masks should under no circumstances be required to be worn by children outside
at recess. Enough is enough.

8/16/2021 7:20 AM

536

I support indoor mask mandates

8/16/2021 7:19 AM

537

Children should be able to choose whether to mask or not, not mandated. If they are in close
contact with grandparents or an imuno-compromised parent/loved one, by all means, mask up!
But to make all children wear masks is harmful to their mental and physic health. We need
oxygen for our brains to work, and masks have been shown to lower oxygen levels. And we
need to see people's faces and smiles and make real connections, and to hear clearly what is
being said. Please don't require masks in the schools!

8/16/2021 7:19 AM

538

I feel strongly that students and staff should be masked in schools for the health and safety of
our children and community.

8/16/2021 7:18 AM

539

We must think of the most vulnerable people in our community which are not just the children
unable to receive a vaccine due to age. We have vaccinated children and faculty that have
conditions making them immunocompromised. We must protect these people regardless of a
bit of inconvenience. It is a small but critical gesture to demonstrate that we value lives other
than our own.

8/16/2021 7:13 AM

540

I do not support mask wearing.

8/16/2021 7:10 AM

541

Please mandate masks for all in schools! Put our kids’ health first!

8/16/2021 7:10 AM

542

Please allow this to be a personal choice for families. Our bodies were built to breathe
unobstructed air. Our immune systems are developed to protect us. I have watched my
children for too long being masked. I have watched their once vibrant selves fade. I believe it
should be a personal choice and not a mandate.

8/16/2021 7:09 AM

543

It’s becoming clear that vaccination status is not a factor in transmission. Vaccinated and
unvaccinated alike transmit the virus and pose an equal risk to those unable to vaccinate.
Further I would like all children including my own, to have as normal a school year as possible
after the trauma of the the last 18 months. It is not good for kids learning socialization and how
to read while spit soaked cloth covers their nose and mouth which is WHERE THEY BREATH.
I would not support a mask mandate for school aged children. However I would support parents
making that choice as they see fit.

8/16/2021 7:08 AM

544

Masks should be mandated! Positive COVID cases after hoard of education meeting just
shows they can’t keep anyone safe! Everyone indoors should be wearing a mask to prevent
spread! Keep our kids safe!

8/16/2021 7:04 AM

545

I desire that all students eligible to be safely vaccinated be vaccinated. During the current
Delta-variant surge I also desire universal masking and that any unvaccinated student continue
with remote learning for their own safety, and the safety of other students, faculty, and staff.

8/16/2021 7:04 AM

546

Hello! Please mandate masks for elementary school students, whose parents do not yet have
the choice to vaccinate them. This follows the guidance of the CDC and AAP (and the TCHD
:). Thank you for helping to keep our vulnerable kids safe!

8/16/2021 7:03 AM

547

Masks for everyone!

8/16/2021 7:03 AM

548

Mask mandates aren’t proven to do much because masks aren’t proven to do much. Several
studies demonstrate this: The Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine at Oxford University points
out that research on the efficacy of masks to prevent the spread of COVID is weak: “In 2010,
at the end of the last influenza pandemic, there were six published randomised controlled trials
with 4,147 participants focusing on the benefits of different types of masks. 2 Two were done
in healthcare workers and four in family or student clusters. The face mask trials for influenzalike illness (ILI) reported poor compliance, rarely reported harms and revealed the pressing
need for future trials. Despite the clear requirement to carry out further large, pragmatic trials a
decade later, only six had been published: five in healthcare workers and one in pilgrims. 3
This recent crop of trials added 9,112 participants to the total randomised denominator of
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13,259 and showed that masks alone have no significant effect in interrupting the spread of ILI
or influenza in the general population, nor in healthcare workers. It would appear that despite
two decades of pandemic preparedness, there is considerable uncertainty as to the value of
wearing masks. For instance, high rates of infection with cloth masks could be due to harms
caused by cloth masks, or benefits of medical masks. The numerous systematic reviews that
have been recently published all include the same evidence base so unsurprisingly broadly
reach the same conclusions. 2 However, recent reviews using lower quality evidence found
masks to be effective. Whilst also recommending robust randomised trials to inform the
evidence for these interventions. 5 Many countries have gone onto mandate masks for the
public in various settings. Several others – Denmark, and Norway – generally do not. Norway’s Institute for Public Health reported that if masks did work then any difference in
infection rates would be small when infection rates are low: assuming 20% asymptomatics and
a risk reduction of 40% for wearing masks, 200 000 people would need to wear one to prevent
one new infection per week.” - The New England Journal of Medicine concluded this in May,
2020: “We know that wearing a mask outside health care facilities offers little, if any, protection
from infection. Public health authorities define a significant exposure to Covid-19 as face-toface contact within 6 feet with a patient with symptomatic Covid-19 that is sustained for at
least a few minutes (and some say more than 10 minutes or even 30 minutes). The chance of
catching Covid-19 from a passing interaction in a public space is therefore minimal. In many
cases, the desire for widespread masking is a REFLEXIVE REACTION TO ANXIETY OVER
THE PANDEMIC.” - A randomized controlled trial in Japan testing for the effectiveness of
surgical masks in reducing the incidence of the common cold found, “Face mask use in health
care workers has not been demonstrated to provide benefit in terms of cold symptoms or
getting colds. A larger study is needed to definitively establish noninferiority of no mask use.” A 2010 study by Cambridge University found, “While there is some experimental evidence that
masks should be able to reduce infectiousness under controlled conditions [7], there is less
evidence on whether this translates to effectiveness in natural settings. There is little evidence
to support the effectiveness of face masks to reduce the risk of infection.” - A study from
Oxford Clinical Infectious Diseases found that “single-use medical masks are preferable to
cloth masks, for which there is no evidence of protection and which might facilitate
transmission of pathogens when used repeatedly without adequate sterilization.” Hmm. Sitting
in a cloth mask all day without sterilization could transmit pathogens (organisms that can
transmit diseases). Interesting. - A Danish randomized controlled trial with 6000 participants,
published in the Annals of Internal Medicine in November 2020, found no statistically
significant effect of high-quality medical face masks against SARS-CoV-2 infection in a
community setting. Other countries get it. We, apparently, don’t. Even UNICEF, which is promask in general (and, I would add, seems to not be following the science by recommending
cotton masks), strongly advises against kids under age 5 wearing masks, and recommends
mask-wearing for children ages 6-11 only in CERTAIN settings
549

I feel it is harmful mentally to keep the children masked all day when they are the least
affected medically. They have 99.99% survival and all the adults are already vaccinated at the
school.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

550

Currently, masking at my children's elementary school is optional, and it's causing confusion
and inconsistent mask wearing from students. My kids are young, and need the guidance of a
teacher reinforcing that they need to wear their mask. Leaving it "up to individual families to
decide" does not work in practice when parents aren't present. And the bottom line is that my
children aren't able to be vaccinated, Delta is on the rise, and masks are a proven way to slow
the spread of COVID. Please make masks required indoors for our youngest students.

8/16/2021 7:01 AM

551

Whether or not children wear a mask in school should be their parents decision. You are taking
parenting away from the parents. All children are different, you cannot and should not
generalize. You have no idea and no right to tell parents what is best for and how to raise their
children. My children need to breathe and they need to live their lives without a state of
constant fear.

8/16/2021 6:58 AM

552

Leave it up to the schools to decide about if masks will be mandatory, if the parents want their
kids to wear masks, then let them,

8/16/2021 6:56 AM

553

Please follow the CDC guidelines and mandate masks forthe safety of students and staff.
Protecting them is the school districts first responsibility. We risk losing students and staff and
will encounter problems getting substitutes when the priories clearly keeping students in
school.

8/16/2021 6:55 AM
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Covid in Jan and 5 days in ER with blood clots in lung. I am alive now second chance at life to

8/16/2021 6:54 AM
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see my kids grow up.
555

Both my employer, University of Colorado (AMC), and my husband’s employer, Hyatt, are
requiring masking. I want my kids to be as safe as I am during the day. Masks don’t bother
them, they don’t bother us. It’s truly such a small sacrifice to pay to keep everyone safe.

8/16/2021 6:53 AM

556

No masks.

8/16/2021 6:50 AM

557

Masks have been studied and proven to show decreased oxygen levels and increased CO2
levels inside the masks of our children within minutes of wearing them. Our children are
wearing these masks for eight or more hours a day, five or more days a week. The lack of
oxygen can lead to all kinds of negative feedback to our children’s brain development, learning
capabilities and physical bodies that may result in long-term health consequences. Not to
mention the anxiety and fear that many children now have of getting the virus and being
conditioned to see everyone in a mask. There have not been studies to show that masks
prevent any spread or transmission. Also, if we are sending our children to school healthy,
there is absolutely NO reason why healthy children should be masked. Masks also limit our
children’s ability to connect and socialize normally. My daughter had a terribly sad experience
at school last year as a freshman. She was unable to meet other kids due to masking and
social distancing. She struggled mentally and it was tough for her not being able to make new
friends. Our children’s mental/emotional well-being should be taken into consideration and
prioritized after everything that happened last year. We should NOT be going back to that way
of thinking and living again. A very high percentage of children who get COVid may be sick for
a short time but are able to get better on their own with very little consequences. COVid may
very well be a part of our lives now. We can not continue running and hiding every time the
Fall/fly season hits. We need to learn to live with this virus just like the flu. Influenza kills
hundreds/thousands of people every year as well and we don’t mask our children for that virus.
Please consider keeping the masks optional And letting us as parents make our own choices
for our kids/family. Thank you!

8/16/2021 6:49 AM

558

“Mandatory masking” provides more hindrance to any child’s development than it does benefit.
The negative impact on their social development (with children’s faces covered) as well as an
increase in mental health issues have been proven rampant, and the “benefits” of mask
wearing at schools are minimal when most children immediately remove them as soon as they
are off school property. This should remain a personal choice for families who express such
concerns, but there is absolutely not enough solid evidence to mandate mask wearing for our
children.

8/16/2021 6:49 AM

559

LPS will currently only comply with a mask mandate. Regardless of last weeks communication
that schools are unsafe for unvaccinated children, they are still leaving it up to parents. This is
not a parent decision, this is a public health decision. This is a communicable disease, and my
child is being put at risk because she is too young to be vaccinated. Additionally, I think mask
mandate should currently be for all schools (regardless of vaccination status) to ensure our
kids get to stay in school this year. Many districts read last weeks letter to mean 6th grade
and below needs masks, however the 6th graders are in school with 7th and 8th graders (many
of whom are unvaccinated).

8/16/2021 6:45 AM

560

Working in one of our elementary schools in a health capacity for the ‘20-‘21 school year, we
had zero covid cases among our students in the school setting. The 2-11yr old age group has
shown time and again since this pandemic started, to be the lowest risk group for spreading
and also becoming infected with this virus. I also think at this age, children need the
facial/social cues learned by being able to see their peers faces. The stated reasoning for
mandating masks in this age group listed above seems more about bullying than an evidencebased health related reason. Teachers and staff in school work very hard in PBIS lessons and
personally to make sure that students are not bullied for wearing a mask or not wearing a
mask.

8/16/2021 6:45 AM

561

I’m a primary doctor and have been for ten years which I believe gives me some perspective. I
treat COVID, and I also see healthy adults and children for physical exams. In summary,
masks are affecting our youth negatively, and I don’t believe they are providing protection from
COVID in a statistically significant way. So, why use government overreach to mandate them?
Kids’ worlds are small, and they lack perspective. Rising cases of Depression, anxiety, drug
abuse, OCD, and hopelessness over-thinking they will never get to see people’s faces again.
Pediatricians are informally calling the verbal delay we are seeing in toddlers “COVID
language”. No research articles, but a running joke amongst doctors that treat our youth?? Is
asking them to take part in the hygiene theater of cloth masks worth their forever
development? I don’t believe that, for children, regular masks work, as they are not trained how

8/16/2021 6:44 AM
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to properly don/doff them. My three kids, despite regular lessons from me on how to use a
mask, repeatedly remove them and put them back on after they fall on the ground, inside out,
get dirty, wet, sweaty, etc. A teacher or healthcare worker can wear an N95, which ACTUALLY
work (and only those masks are proven to work). If the cloth masks work, why must a child
still quarantine after exposure? Second point- Governments shouldn’t mandate what people
wear. If a parent feels better masking their child, they can. If masks this year, when the metro
area already met the “herd immunity” level of 70% immunization, then when will it ever end?
100% of all kids over 6 months immunized? Never going to happen, unfortunately. Too many
moving targets for me to be OK with masking my kids indefinitely. Thank you for your time and
consideration. -Arazu Wanna
562

Given the extreme contagiousness of the Delta variant I think it is prudent for all students,
regardless of age or vaccination status, to wear masks while at school. Having younger
students wear masks while only "recommending" their older siblings do does not make sense
to me. Not many high school students will wear masks if given a choice and those that do
make the right decision to wear a mask will most likely be bullied. If we truly want to protect
our students, community at large and keep our schools open for in person learning, please
require masks for all students and staff. I want my high school student learning in person this
year, not forced to quarantine or go remote when outbreaks occur. My family is fully vaccinated
and if wearing a mask in school mitigates the risk of an outbreak, I fully support requiring
them.

8/16/2021 6:43 AM

563

Forcing a child to wear a mask 7 hours a day is obscene over reach of power. Any child who
feels safer or more comfortable in a mask is welcome to do so. Removing facial expressions
for a 2nd school year creates apathy, lack of trust, and disconnection. In addition, although the
increased CO2 is not considered a long-term health issue it does detract from the learning
process and further reduces these students opportunity to learn (which was outright taken from
them last year). The vaccine is free and readily available. K95 masks are in stock. For those
who are afraid there are more than sufficient measures they can take to protect themselves.
For those that fear the long-term negative impact of distancing, mask wearing, online learning,
and everything else we have subjected our students to we are left with nothing. Creating
human connections and interacting with other children is equally as important as any test
score. Do not be so short sided to miss that.

8/16/2021 6:41 AM

564

I do not support universal masking. If parents have a concern regarding their children's safety,
there is on line school. Please allow children to get back to normal as the science showed they
are not a high risk population.

8/16/2021 6:41 AM

565

CDC and American academy of pediatrics recommend mask for children- why are aren’t we
listening? Delta variant is putting more and more children in the hospital and it’s negligent not
to mandate such a simple thing to keep the younger kids safe. Furthermore - is the school
requiring vaccine cards for teachers who aren’t wearing mask??? Are they going require the
vaccine for all school workers?

8/16/2021 6:41 AM

566

Please consider the mental health of these children! All summer long, I’ve seen children
wearing masks outside. Please consider that during this pandemic we need to protect the
vulnerable! This includes the mental health of our youth! They are vulnerable too and they are
NOT the ones who are dying from this disease.

8/16/2021 6:40 AM

567

You do not require mask for flu, and this covid virus is less dangerous for our children than the
flu. Multiple studies have shown side effects from prolonged mask wearing in our children headaches, impaired learning, fatigue, etc.. Specifically 50% + had concentration issues and
headaches. 30 % + felt dizziness. It’s is amazing to me also that in the business environment,
we are required to follow OSHA regulations to support health and safety. Typical OSHA states
that CO2 levels above 1500 PPM is a safety violation. Studies have shown that cloths mask
cause a CO2 level of 8 - 10K PPM in CO2 levels. Lastly it has shown multiple times in studies
that low level of Oxygen weakens the immune system. This is happening and continued use of
mask will make it worse. This mandate shouldn’t even be a question or vote. Our children need
not only a healthy safe environment for school, they also need a healthy mental safe
environment to learn. Make the right decision for our children.

8/16/2021 6:40 AM

568

My son is 10 years old and has multiple disabilities including cerebral palsy, hypothalmic
obesity and sleep apnea. I have been advised by his doctors that he is at a higher risk of
severe complications due to his medical conditions. I have been advised that mask wearing is
essential. We have seen that masks work to reduce spread and keep kids safe. During this
highly contagious Delta variant I believe it is imperative that we practice all safety measures
provided to us including masks. Hospitalization rates for children are increasing nation wide

8/16/2021 6:38 AM
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signaling that the Delta variant does impact children and is making some children extremely ill.
I ask that LPS and all the surrounding school districts take measures to protect our most
vulnerable children.
569

This is damaging our kids mental health. We as parents need to choose what is best for our
kids. The government needs to stay out of my house!!

8/16/2021 6:26 AM

570

Please continue to mandate masks in our schools for this school year,

8/16/2021 6:22 AM

571

This cannot be a parent-by-parent choice because the purpose of wearing a non-medical mask
is to protect those around you. So, if I send my children to school in masks it will be for the
benefit of others. From what I have seen so far, most parents at our school will not return the
benefit and offer the same protection to my children. The AAP and CDC recommend masks in
schools, and the level of community transmission in Arapahoe County is high, yet at this time
masks are optional in Littleton Public Schools. Please consider a school mask mandate especially at a time when community transmission is high in the school’s county.

8/16/2021 6:21 AM

572

I would appreciate a mask mandate. With my children not yet vaccinated, I am having them
wear masks to school, and it would be such a relief if all the children and adults were required
to be masked.

8/16/2021 6:20 AM

573

I have elementary, middle and high school children, and I support masking in indoor settings
for K-8th grades this school year.

8/16/2021 6:20 AM

574

Masks are unnecessary for kids

8/16/2021 6:16 AM

575

Mandating masks for young children introduces more potential health concerns and even more
importantly is a devastating social implications on our youth. Parents need to be responsible
for keeping their kid home in the even of an exposure or sickness and not relying on a mask.

8/16/2021 6:13 AM

576

Unfortunately this has become a politicized issue. Although I respect everyone’s view, if
opinions will be split regardless, why not err on the side of safety on behalf of our children who don’t get a vote? Cities like Dallas and Orlando where Delta is spiking have no available
beds in their children’s hospitals. While less common, some kids can and will get very sick
from covid. Losing one child in LPS from covid would be one too many. Let’s do everything
possible to keep our schools open and protect our kids. Especially the unvaccinated (under
12yo) ones. Thank you.

8/16/2021 6:11 AM

577

Mask wearing should be left up to the parents. They love their children and will do what they
know is best for their child

8/16/2021 6:10 AM

578

I do not want my kids (aged16) who have already had Covid and been vaccinated to wear
masks.

8/16/2021 6:06 AM

579

Please pass a mask mandate for everyone in a school setting the science supports this. I
teach ECC in another county and my little ones (3-5) have been wearing masks. They do not
complain about being uncomfortable and if their teachers are wearing them they are more than
happy to go along with the teachers. Kids of all ages have a hard time with distancing and
masks help soften that worry. Please have everyone wear masks for the health and safety of
everyone in the schools and the greater community at large. Arapahoe county does not have a
suitably high enough vaccination rate to be having high schoolers not wearing masks and
children under 12 who still do not even have the option of vaccination to be indoors with out
masks. Public health and safety is not a personal choice but a responsibility to the community
as a whole. Please do not give into this outdated idea of personal sovereignty.

8/16/2021 6:06 AM

580

Masks please. My husband is a teacher here in cherry creek and we have seen first hand how
masks help stop the spread in the classroom.

8/16/2021 6:05 AM

581

Masking should remain a personal and individual choice if it truly provides the wearer 65-95%
protection. My child’s health is not all about this one disease and there are other factors at
play in the decision to mask or not (unknown consequences of mask-wearing and oxygen
deprivation to the developing brain, the natural immunity of so many who’ve already had covid,
those who get headaches, etc from wearing the masks, a parent’s belief that childhood
exposure to other microbes is critical to the development of their whole immune system, etc).
Let’s stop pretending that we can “stop” or event delay this virus. We have seen over the
course of a year and a half that we cannot (even with a “miracle” vaccine). Masks provide an
illusion of safety to the fearful and anxious, and giving in to pressure from fear mongers is
NOT scientific. Allow masks to remain optional!

8/16/2021 5:55 AM
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582

Thank you for attending to my opinion. I m a primary grade teacher and our school was able to
stay in session all year in the 2020/2021 school year. The students in k-4 were given the
option to mask. I had a class of 18. Only 2 students masked and we did not have one case of
the virus. As a teacher, I was required to mask, and did as I was told. I will tell you that it took
an enormous physical and mental toll on me and the 2 students. We suffered fatigue, muscle
aches, memory issues, and emotional strain. While I understood the requirement because we
were not clear on the virus, I do not agree or understand it now. We have hundreds of qualified
experts telling us that masks don’t work as well as we think and are sometimes not effective
at all. We have been told they pose a health threat to children. With these two facts in mind,
and the fact that we live in the only truly free country in the world, why would we impose such
a crime against freedom. We must uphold our freedoms at all costs. We do this to honor those
who have died to ensure these freedoms and the parents whose children never came home
from the fight. We uphold the freedoms because the world counts on us to do so. We are the
beacon of light, the calm in the storm. Let us not submit to tyranny. Rather, let us uphold the
rights of the individual to choose. The science does not add up. The science nor the virus
numbers support such an act of tyranny. We can not cave to fear and fear mongers. The
choice to mask should be left up to the parents. If there is bullying going on, it comes from
home, so educate parents on the truth. I can not begin to tell you of the physical and metal toll
that wearing a mask for 8 hours a day took on me and my two students. I know their learning
suffered as did their social and emotional growth. This is not of God. Our identity as children of
God is in our unique and beautiful faces. Please don’t cover them out of fear that is not backed
by the science or the numbers. Thank you.

8/16/2021 5:54 AM

583

Children are least likely to suffer serious symptoms from COVID-19. They also need to see
facial expressions that a mask covers to help with communication.

8/16/2021 5:46 AM

584

As more science based evidence arises around Delta it is becoming overwhelming apparent
we have a new pandemic. We need universal masking statewide, but at the very least within
the schools. We also need ways to enforce a mandate due to all the opposition who don’t
consider science for their reasoning.

8/16/2021 5:45 AM

585

Please continue to require masks in K-6 schools since these children are all unvaccinated. We
want to do all we can to keep our kids (and school staff) safe, healthy and have in-person
learning!

8/16/2021 5:34 AM

586

I support mandatory masks for everyone with delta variant until this is controlled.

8/16/2021 5:25 AM

587

Children are the prime example of herd immunity!!!

8/16/2021 5:24 AM

588

With approximately 50% vaccination rate among eligible children (12-18) but more so
consistent recommendations from CDC, AAP and others for universal masking indoors
regardless of vaccination status it is prudent that TCHD empower school districts to employ
universal masking. As the delta variant is brining a new surge in cases to a point that covid is
more rampant here and now than it was a year ago this time, it is necessary to deploy every
defense mechanism we can to keep our children safe.

8/16/2021 5:24 AM

589

I strongly disagree with the idea of universal masking for all those in school. The statistics on
community spread of those places with mask mandates vs those with out are statistically
undifferentiated. Children will use masks for long periods of time and reuse them often. This is
not healthy and should be discouraged.

8/16/2021 4:58 AM

590

Masks are a personal choice and need to stay that way. The virus will do what it’s going to do.
That’s just the facts. We all have had and will have the virus. A mask is a safety blanket for
those who feels vulnerable. Our kids were put through HELL due to your lock downs, masking
and the pathetic attempt at sports. The death rate is statistically non existent for children
under 21. Mask are a personal choice and anything more is futile.

8/16/2021 4:47 AM

591

Please make masks mandatory for children THREE plus in child care centers and schools

8/16/2021 4:40 AM

592

With children spending hours a day in classrooms with no room for social distancing, masks
are an important step in combating the delta variant. While children under 12 are most critical
to protect since they are unable to be vaccinated, with the vaccinations rates of teens only 5060%, it's important to stop the transmission in middle and high schools too. Last week I
attended a high school open house with my child. The school started this event with a pep
rally, with over 1000 people crammed into a gym where only about 10% of people were
masked. The band played the school song, the cheerleaders cheered while a staff member

8/16/2021 4:37 AM
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with a microphone encouraged people to tell louder. It's obvious that high schools are not
taking this seriously anymore and they will be major areas of transmission.
593

I live and serve as a pediatrician in the Cherry Creek schools. I believe there is universal
agreement that remote learning was difficult for our children, and our priority is to keep them in
school this year. Due to the Delta variant, it is clear the only way to keep them in school is
with a mask mandate. Otherwise we will see frequent ones and quarantines. My medical
education tells me masks are not harmful, they do not cause increased CO2 levels, and are
absolutely not the reason kids are depressed. Wearing a mask does not mean you're living in
fear, just as wearing a seat belt or pot holder. Please listen to reason and science and mandate
masks for all students.

8/16/2021 4:18 AM

594

I can understand masking at school assemblies or large events but not in classrooms
throughout an entire day. Masking all day everyday is awful for our children.

8/16/2021 2:45 AM

595

Our kids should not be masked! They need to breathe and see their friends and teachers
faces! They need to know that in America we have the freedom of choice! I pulled my kids out
of public schools last year and will continue to do so. I will also fight funding these schools
since they don’t attend. Masks have been proven to NOT work so how dare you mandate it!

8/16/2021 2:26 AM

596

As a citizen and parent served by the Tri-County Health Department, I implore you to issue a
mask mandate for schools. The past 18 months have already been disruptive to school
children and now we are faced with a more infectious variant while also adopting fewer
mitigation strategies. The delta variant is far more infectious (the R0 is 7-9, so one infected
student can infect 7-9 others) if no interventions are in place. Elementary age students haven’t
had a chance to be vaccinated and can be efficient transmitters of the virus. Even those who
have been vaccinated (12 and older or staff) should mask as Delta is causing more break
though infections and while the vaccinated persons are quite well protected from severe illness
or death, they people they spread the disease to may not be as fortunate. Masking in schools
serves our larger community in the following ways: 1. It will, simply put, possibly save the
lives of children. We lost about 500 children to Covid last year, that’s more than a bad flu year.
That was with masking/virtual school AND a less infectious variant. Data from Canada shows
that kids are about 3x more likely to be hospitalized with Delta. We have the opportunity to
protect these vulnerable members of our community and ought to do so. 2. Keeps schools
open and limits disruptions in learning (places that have been careless on this front are already
returning to virtual schooling). 3. Protects younger children’s short-term health risks from
COVID before receiving the vaccine which prevents or reduces the severity of illness 4.
Protects children’s long-term health as concerning reports of long covid and MISC are well
known and can occur even after mild or asymptomatic illness in children 5. Protects the wellbeing of children’s social stability – 1.5 million children worldwide have lost a parent or
custodial grandparent. Masking limits the risk of school children infecting their caregivers
which in turn protects their social stability. Also, many of these children live with infants or
other vulnerable persons who will benefit from the reduction in infections as students infected
at school could infect household contacts. 6. Protects the integrity of our healthcare system.
We’re already seeing hospitals and especially pediatric ICUs experience overwhelm. The
largest children’s hospital in the country has been out of ICU beds. Our academic children’s
hospital serves as a regional referral center. To endanger its ability to care for children with
many types of illnesses and injuries because they’re overwhelmed by a large number of sick
schoolchildren is imprudent and unwise. Masking will reduce the number of children sick with
covid, but also with other respiratory infections that are currently causing strain on hospitals. 7.
Lastly, it models for our school children that the social infrastructure of their community honors
science and the advice of experts. Masking in this setting is recommend by the AAP and the
CDC. Please show them that public health is about applying the best of science to inform
choices to protect the health of the community. Kathleen Fung, MD

8/16/2021 1:33 AM

597

I absolutely support a mask mandate for in-person learning. Sure, wearing masks is annoying,
but having to switch to remote learning because of outbreaks is far worse. I would prefer
everyone wear masks, and for kids under 12 who cannot get vaccinated, it's an absolute
necessity.

8/16/2021 1:20 AM

598

Our children are the least at risk of developing serious Covid -19 infections and are at the
highest risk of developing RSV and other infections caused by masks. Masks have been
proven time and again to not reduce transmission of Covid-19, so not only are they
unnecessary, they are harmful. Our youngest children are especially harmed by masks
because facial recognition is essential for proper socialization of children. Covid-19 is a

8/16/2021 1:00 AM
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scientific issue, not a political one. Look at the actual data and eliminate mask mandates in
schools.
599

Keep our kids safe in this time of rising virus numbers and unknown variants.

8/16/2021 12:44 AM

600

I have two kids who are unable to be vaccinated attending preschool and I feel like teachers
and staff should be required to wear a mask to protect them.

8/16/2021 12:30 AM

601

Our counties have over 70% of the population vaccinated. All the teachers of APS are
vaccinated. There is no reason that young children should be forced to wear a mask since we
have such high vaccination rates.

8/16/2021 12:24 AM

602

The Delta variant is effecting children at alarming rates and I’m hearing of more vaccinated
friends getting the virus every day. My 12 year old is vaccinated but I fear he will bring the
virus home to his younger sister if masks aren’t required in all school settings. My concern
was so great that I pulled my kids out of the district and will homeschool until in-person
learning is safe again. In the meantime I can not return to work and I worry about my kids’
mental well-being. I also worry about their friends who are attending regular school. Masking
was key in keeping kids safe last year- it makes no sense to stop masking now.

8/16/2021 12:23 AM

603

I am a pediatrician and father of 4. I have personally seen the many adverse effects this
pandemic has had on children. Fortunately, most children do not suffer severe physical effects
from the virus, although some children do get very ill. We are still learning how severe the
Delta variant of this virus may be for children and we are still learning about potential long term
effects the virus may have. The mental and emotional effects of this pandemic have
especially hurt children and families. In particular, the loss of in person learning for many
children last year took a terrible toll on their mental health and development. I am worried that
continuing surges of the Delta variant will lead to more suspensions of in person learning and
more adverse effects on children. Increased vaccination and universal masking are two of the
best mitigation strategies we have identified so far in limiting the spread of COVID-19. The
CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics are very clear in this guidance. As a pediatrician
and father, I strongly implore the Board of Health to follow medical expert guidance and
mandate universal masking in all indoor settings to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and
therefore support the physical and mental health of our children. Thank you for your
consideration of my thoughts. Please feel free to contact me if I may help in any way.

8/16/2021 12:20 AM

604

I am a Critical Care and Emergency Medicine physician and serve as the Chair of the
American College of Critical Care Medicine. Please mandate masking for all unvaccinated
children. As physicians, we know this is the right thing to do. Our principals and administrators
need this requirement from the board of health. Apparently “strong recommendations” from the
CDC, AAP and CDPHE aren’t enough to make them do what is necessary to keep our children
safe.

8/16/2021 12:13 AM

605

Last week Governor Polis said that there were 7 childhood cases of covid 19 hospitalized in
the entire state of Colorado. With such low numbers hospitalized in the state, there are even
less in Arapahoe and Adams County hospitals. Why are counties making over-reaching
decisions when there is such low risk? Both of my kids have disabilities making wearing
masks intolerable. Not only that, but masks interfere with speech development and learning to
read due to not being able to learn phonics by seeing the reading teacher’s mouth move. This
is a denial of their right to a FAPE. And it is a denial of accessibility to an education because
appropriate accommodations are not provided for their disabilities. Stop county wide mandates
and let each school make decisions if a covid case happens on their campus.

8/16/2021 12:11 AM

606

I am not a public health expert, but I am a high school teacher and parent of three kids. Masks
worked well last year at keeping community spread manageable, much to my surprise. Kids
need to be in school as much as is safe for their mental health, and with 60-65 vaccination rate
and vaccinated people testing positive, we need masks to stay in person. Let educators worry
about the execution. Kids are pretty good about wearing masks: it’s the grown ups who throw
fits. Let’s be the grownups here and keep the kids safe in school.

8/16/2021 12:09 AM

607

I feel like this should be the parents choice. This is a non-vulnerable age group. There is a big
impact to wearing masks all day as well for these kids. The kids I know, including my daughter
and other kids I know, became positive after being exposed in the home by a parent who was
positive. There is not a single child I know in our school that got it from a child to child
transmission at school. Also kids who have had the virus from past infection should not be
quarantined and forced to wear a mask because they already have immunity to it.

8/16/2021 12:07 AM
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608

As a pediatrician and expert in pediatric liver transplantation, I am watching the rise of children
infected with covid. We are seeing increasing numbers admitted to our hospitals locally.
Masking works and if we want our kids to stay in school, we must mask and vaccinate.

8/15/2021 11:43 PM

609

Mask mandate for kids is wrong. The parents of each child should have the ability to make
that choice themselves. The rate of sickness from CV19 in kids that are not obese or have
other comorbidities is so small that the mask wearing is rediculous. The risk of delayed
learning, speech issues, depression is much higher than the risk of covid. Please stop all
masking in public school settings indoors or outdoors.

8/15/2021 11:39 PM

610

Please let our children return to normal

8/15/2021 11:34 PM

611

There are several cues children take when learning how to speak, read and communicate.
Masking children causes potential issues with learning these key communication tools. It also
creates potential for Anxiety among children as they are restricted from several important
developmental growth milestones not having the ability to see someone’s face.

8/15/2021 11:31 PM

612

I will pull my elementary school aged kids out of LPS schools (Littleton Prep) so quickly if LPS
decides to require masks at the last minute for students and teachers (unvaxxed or vaxxed) to
be masked inside schools. The 2020 school year has completely shaken my confidence in
LPS. Based on his email sent to families on 7/29, I finally felt proud of LPS and felt like we
had a superintendent with some balls when Ewert announced on 7/29 that the new school year
would be pretty much back to normal, no masks required for anyone, including teaches,
students, school visitors and volunteers. Now, I see him back peddling and starting to bow
down to BS CCD recommendations. His balls are so far lost in the handbag of the CDC and
the liberal agenda and I will NOT subject my kids to anymore masks, quarantining, COVID
propaganda, COVID testing or CRT curriculum. I will also not be returning to my kid's school to
volunteer and will not step foot in the school until masks are no longer required of ANYONE. I
attended LPS schools K-12 and I have never been more ashamed of my school district.
Please do the right thing for the students and honor the personal choices of families without
imposing ridiculous and unconstitutional requirements to attend school.

8/15/2021 11:31 PM

613

I have read Dr. Alex Huffman's document about Delta covid and masking. I work part time for
Littleton Public Schools as a tutor for kids who cannot be at school for one reason or another
and I am well into my senior years. I feel we adults must see that everything that can be done
to keep those too young to be vaccinated, safe. They are dependent upon us to do that for
them. Anyone in contact with them should be vaccinated fully and be wearing a mask. The
youth should also wear masks. For older children who can be vaccinated, all of them and the
adults around them should be vaccinated. Those who are not vaccinated should become home
schooled if students, unemployed if adults, or not admitted to school buildings if visitors. I am
less adamant about masks for this group, but would certainly not oppose a mask mandate for
all of them, if it seems necessary. Those who will not comply, again, become home schooled,
unemployed, or not allowed inside. Thank you for considering this issue. The highest priority is
keeping everyone safe and excluding those who will not comply with what is decided. Choices
have consequences.

8/15/2021 11:29 PM

614

Children need to be masked for themselves and for the community.

8/15/2021 11:28 PM

615

Indoor masks are recommended by CDC and American academy of pediatrics. It’s obvious
that masks play an important role in reducing transmission and keeping kids, educators and
families safe.

8/15/2021 11:28 PM

616

My children do not need to be mashed, they need to breath the clean air! It is very bad to
breathe your own recycled air.

8/15/2021 11:27 PM

617

I am happy and hopeful that Tri-County Health is considering this critical issue — thank you!!
Research and case tracking is clear that Delta is spreading quickly and is even present in
vaccinated people. I have a three-year-old set to start school this week, and I’m really
concerned about him getting sick. He’s not eligible for a vaccine yet, and none of his
classmates are either. Next to vaccines, masks are the best method to reduce transmission
indoors. Therefore it’s critical that the teachers and others that interact with kids wear masks
to protect kids and set the example. Similarly, as vaccination rates for children 12 and above
are currently low (<50%), masks are needed for all students and staff in settings with older
kids as well. I’m so eager for my son to be back in school with his peers and would hate to
have the disruptions that would be inevitable with optional masking. He and his cousins have
done so well wearing masks, taking it all in stride and being adaptable, while still having fun
and being the playful and engaging kids they naturally are in spite of regularly wearing a mask

8/15/2021 11:27 PM
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— I don’t see him having a problem continuing to do so in the class room. Again, thank you
SO MUCH for your efforts to keep us and our neighbors healthy and safe.
618

I believe that schools should be following the recommendations of doctors and health advisory
organizations and require universal masking for everyone in schools. I believe that in the
absense of decisive action from school districts in the community that the health department
should issue an order requiring masks for everyone in K-12. Due to the way children of various
ages mix in middle schools and due to the low vaccination rate of children between 12-18 I
believe that only requiring masks for kids too young to be vaccinated does not go far enough
to reduce the spread of disease in schools. I also believe that the health department should be
providing more explicit recommendation or requirement regarding social distancing in schools
because during back to school events in the last week there was no distancing to be seen in
my children's schools.

8/15/2021 11:24 PM

619

I'm signed up to speak but wanted to submit this in writing in case I don't get to. I would like to
tell you about my family and why K-12 universal mask mandates are important to keeping
families like mine safe. I am the mom of 3 children who are too young to be vaccinated
against COVID . My youngest son, Miles, is disabled and has multiple underlying health
conditions. We have been told by his primary care physician, his neurologist, and his
pulmonologist, that he is at high risk of having complications if he gets COVID. He still
deserves an education with his peers. So do my 2 typically-developing kids. The biggest risk
to Miles is our typical kids getting COVID at school and bringing it home to him. The virus
could easily devastate Miles's little body and the hearts of our whole family! Masks have been
proven to slow the transmission of the virus and provide some protection. But this is only true
when EVERYBODY wears them. The mitigation factor that would help protect Miles the most
- namely a universal K-12 mask mandate - also provides protection to ALL students in school,
their families, and the community. When we talk about the survival rate of kids with COVID we
often forget that full recovery and death are NOT the only outcomes of illness. Miles was born
completely healthy. He is now 4 years old. He loves baseball, swimming, and his siblings.
However, he cannot walk. He cannot talk. He cannot eat by mouth. He has had 7 brain
surgeries in the last 4 years. All because of an illness he acquired when he was younger. As
we now know, the delta variant is affecting children more severely and in greater numbers than
the alpha strain. Again, we know that NOW. What do we not yet know about the lasting
effects of this illness on children? Thank you for taking the time to listen to parent and
community feedback. I hope you remember that you are truly the experts in the room. I urge
you to rely on your expertise and listen to to the health agencies throughout the country that
are recommending universal K-12 mask mandates. I'd like to end with one thought from
another concerned parent: "When schools ignore the COVID safety advice of epidemiologists,
doctors, and public health experts who have studied their entire lives to keep people healthy,
they are actually sending a message that education doesn't matter at all."

8/15/2021 11:22 PM

620

Very concerned about the psychological effects on our children/grandchildren.

8/15/2021 11:22 PM

621

Mandate masks for all students and staff and provide quarantine rules for positive covid in
schools

8/15/2021 11:22 PM

622

I have great concern for our children’s development and the social and emotional negative
impact these masks are having on our young people. A study was done by Dr Ed Tronick in
the 1970’s referred to as still face. Proving how “Humans are born ready for connection. The
way we are parented has long term and ongoing effects on our functioning. The effects of our
early life can trigger a cascade of changes genetically, cognitively, socially, and physically
which can have either positive or negative lifelong consequences. The ‘still face’ experiment is
a powerful study which shows our need for connection from very early in life.” Although this
study was focused on parent to child relationships I feel it also can be related to peers/close
friends and mentors/teachers. When you cover half ones face you lose most visible signs of
communication. I feel that we are losing our children. I would encourage you to read about this
study. It’s shocking how quickly, in this case, a baby is impacted by her mother showing no
response. The experiment only lasts 2 minutes and the child goes into full stress mode. I feel
that this is exactly the mode my children are in when they attend school with a mask. Have we
considered what kind of harm is being done to our children? Have talked to psychiatrist and
psychologist to ask there medical and professional opinions? Are we not alarmed by the large
number of teen suicide rates and how they have jumped this last year? Do those children’s
lives matter? Could all of this have been escalated by isolating our children and masking
them? I know COVID-19 is real. It is a virus that can be deadly and caught us off guard. The
reports have shown that we slowed the curve and are reaching herd immunity. Our hospitals
are not over whelmed. We have found that early treatment is key, unlike the early cases where

8/15/2021 11:21 PM
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folks were sent away to get super sick and chances of recovery are slim. Each year prior to
Covid-19 our children attended school, even through flu season. We knew that they could be
exposed and even bring it home to our families. The risk was worth the cost of sharing
sickness because we wanted en education for our children and for them to have growth in
there development. In our home we have spent hundreds of dollars on therapy just from this
last year. My children are very socialized. As small business owners they pitch there products
to strangers and know how to be ok when rejected. I would say they have had opportunities
most kids there age don’t usually have and built tools for being mentally strong. However these
quarantines and masks have shattered my daughters. They have hurt them so much that my
10 year old who loves school and even asks for extra assignments now doesn’t want to go
back because of the decision for her to wear a mask. She’d said “I’d rather not go back to
school even if I can be with my friends and awesome teachers because the mask make feel
bad”. It has been painful to watch my daughters lose confidence and trust and I feel it is a
direct result of the masks. Our children are as impacted as our children and youth to this virus.
They rarely get sick from this virus. Can they spread it? I’m not certain what the rate is of
children spreading COVIDis but I would like to see what rates they are. I think that would be
very beneficial and help with confidence in this decision. I feel I have so much more to say but
don’t want to make this longer. Please take these things into consideration as they weigh
heavy, so much so that I am considering to homeschool my elementary age children. Let’s let
families make the decision to mask. This should be a choice not forced upon our children.
Sincerely a very concerned parent, Noëlle Mojica
623

The number one priority should be to give students in-person education. The pitfalls, education
loss and mental health problems of remote learning are well documented. If masks are required
to further this objective, then I’m all for it so long as the “benefits” of masking are taken into
account when there are quarantines (denying students in person learning). If masks work to
stop the spread of Covid, then this must be factored in to who is quarantined - e.g., a masked
student with Covid in close contact with several other masked students should not lead to
mass quarantines. If masks are effective at stopping the spread of Covid, that fact should be
evident in the quarantine rules.

8/15/2021 11:14 PM

624

Mask wearing dehumanizes a person; children cannot pick up on the facial cues in
communication when their peers and teachers faces are hidden; speech, as they learn new
vocabulary, is muffled; communication is hindered in so many way. All this in the name of
“safety” from a virus that is not really a threat to children. We are teaching the next generation
to fear one another and to look at each other, not as other humans, but as germs to be
avoided. Please do not mask our children this year. We want to see their beautiful smiling
faces.

8/15/2021 11:06 PM

625

Lockdowns are the only way to prevent spread of the virus. It's better to lockdown for a month
than to continue to spread the virus. Masks were supposed to slow the spread, here we are 18
months later still spreading it. Vaccines like the chicken pox vaccine is given to kids at young
ages and then maybe a booster and then never again. The covid shot is not a vaccine and
does not work or act in place of a vaccine. People who vaccinate can still spread the virus to
others. If it's not safe to allow children to be back in school, than it's not safe. Stop risking our
children's lives to passed regulations that don't help keep them safe.

8/15/2021 11:05 PM

626

For the end of this pandemic we must do everything to slow/stop the spread or we will deal
with this forever.

8/15/2021 11:04 PM

627

How many children are currently hospitalized with Covid in the Tri-County area? I only see 9
total hospitalizations on your dashboard. When does this end?

8/15/2021 11:03 PM

628

During this difficult time, I feel it is important to work together to protect the most vulnerable
among us. In person school is a vital part of child development. The most responsible way we
have to ensure schools to be a safe place to learn while gathering in person is to require
masks for indoor school settings. While not 100% effective, it is a reasonable measure we can
all take to minimize harm to children and adults in our community. Until families have the
option to vaccinate everyone, I strongly support a mask mandate.

8/15/2021 10:59 PM

629

Please require masks for all school staff and kids. Our kids need protection, especially the
ones who already have health problems.

8/15/2021 10:58 PM

630

Let’s not muzzle our children, prevent them from seeing valuable clues from faces and
expressions, or make them breath exhaled carbon dioxide all day. The damage all of these
could inflict on this generation is something we do not want to be responsible for !

8/15/2021 10:57 PM
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631

Look at the data:. Children under 12 have the least risk if becoming seriously ill. There is a
pediatric state of emergency in Colorado sure to deterioration of social relationships for
children. We have all been conditioned to take cues from faces, not eyes. Our children need to
be able to interact fully (maskless) with each other. I have a teenager (vaccinated) and a 10yo
I have moved to private school due to unelected officials (the TCHD) pushing an agenda based
on fear and rumor, not data. When they provide the studies showing that children under 12 are
dying in significant numbers of any COVID variant, Delta included, I will support masks. But
the national datasets just don't support the recommendations of TCHD.

8/15/2021 10:54 PM

632

Masking mandates need to stop. For 2 academic school years now the children have been
forced to have substandard education due to "an over abundance of caution". Let the mask
concept be decided by the individual person/parent. This all started on Friday, March 13th 2020
under the guise of a two week exercise to "flatten the curve". It has since become a 17 month
exercise in how to ruin the academic and social futures of our youth, destabilize the entire
economy and rob the citizenry of their constitutional rights. Even this venue of an "online
response" is setting a horrible example of eliminating my rights to be seen and heard. I have
no faith that this written testimony will even be read. At what point do we "as parents"
completely rebel against the so called authority that is hampering the social and academic
future of our children. As the parent I am the one who will decide what is best for my child.

8/15/2021 10:53 PM

633

The fight against covid isn’t over, yet it feels like everyone is acting like it is. My family didn’t
sacrifice for over a year just to get covid now. Getting vaccinated isn’t enough since they
aren’t as effective against the emerging variants. Please require masks to help protect our
kids, teachers, and their families.

8/15/2021 10:52 PM

634

Masks in ALL CCSD Schools and Administration Buildings. Vaccines required for ALL CCSD
Employees.

8/15/2021 10:51 PM

635

I am writing to you to urge you to implement a requirement for universal mask wearing for all
children Pre-k through grade 12. The scientists, doctors and other experts at the CDC,
CDPHE, AAP, CO AAO and even Dr. Douglas himself have indicated that wearing masks in
schools is crucial for the safety of students, teachers and staff going back to school this year
and to keep in-person learning possible. While it is true that masks alone are not the answer,
but as we saw last year, they are an important part of a layered mitigation strategy. This school
year, schools in the tri-county area are taking very different approaches to layered mitigationsome are leading the pack, and others, like CCSD, are taking very scant mitigation measures.
Required mask wearing is necessary to add a very important layer to those strategies that
school districts are not willing to add themselves, up to now. Please make it so there is no
choice for districts for all students- not just the youngest. While we are lucky in Colorado that
we have not yet experienced the same level of infections from the Delta variant as other areas
of the country, the numbers are trending up at an alarming rate. Children are being infected at a
rate yet unseen in the pandemic due to the Delta variant. Hospitals are filling up. Schools
around the country are already having to go virtual due to significant numbers of kids with
Covid. While the numbers in Colorado may not as high yet, as kids go back to school experts,
experience in other states or just plain common sense tells us that we will see a significant
rise in cases as schools re-open without universal masking for all kids. We are not just talking
about the youngest children, but also those in middle and high school. Why are we going to
wait until we start seeing kids in the tri-county area start getting sick at higher and higher
rates? How many is too many? We don’t yet know the long-term effects getting Covid on
children. Be proactive and get ahead of the coming wave. Recommendations don’t work.
Period. To illustrate this, all you have to do is look at the emails that have been sent to TCH or
the reporting through the TCH health violation reporting system the last couple weeks to see
examples of large gatherings at schools, especially in middle schools and high schools.
Emotions are high and too many parents will not let their kids wear masks unless forced to.
Some students will find the strength to stand up to peer pressure and wear a mask. That mask
protects all the kids that are not wearing masks. Who is protecting the kids who are wearing a
mask? Please step up and protect them and their education. I am hopeful that universal mask
wearing will not be needed for the whole school year. Once the youngest kids can get
vaccinated and vaccination rates go up and case rates go down in the community this
requirement should be able to be lessened. Please be proactive and protect tri-county’s
students and educators as well as help keep kids in the classroom by requiring masks in all
elementary, middle, and high schools. Thank you

8/15/2021 10:48 PM
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There are greater consequences to forcing children of any age to wear a mask that outweigh
any reduction of risk for COVID-19. Masks dehumanize the wearer. Should a parent want their
child to wear a mask let that be their choice. But to coerce everyone else is not right.
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637

Universal masking regardless of vaccination status for students, staff and visitors in schools
for K-12th grade: Currently the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention recommend universal masking in school settings for all students and
staff regardless of vaccination status. There is overwhelming evidence that masks decrease
COVID-19 transmission. Additionally, there is growing evidence of an increase of COVID-19
infections among children related to the Delta variant as well as evidence of high rates of longterm post- COVID-19 symptoms (i.e., “long-haulers”) even among children. The most recent
data out of Canada also suggests this variant is more likely to land kids in hospitals than prior
variants. Our kids have suffered with the closing of schools, and mental health issues are a
pandemic in our young. Mandating masks in our schools will allow schools to stay open, and
importantly, keep children safe and protected. It will also likely have the secondary benefit of
decreasing the likelihood of transmission from children to other vulnerable and unvaccinated
family members at home. The hospitalization rate for children infected with COVID-19 is 1-2%
based on the most recent AAP data. It is estimated that 1 person can infect 7-9 others without
the presence of interventions like universal masking and increased ventilation. With
approximately 1.2 million children in the state, most of whom are not vaccinated, this could
quickly spiral. For example, if 100,000 children were infected, that could mean 1000-2000
children would need to be hospitalized. We are already seeing large children's hospitals in
some of the largest, most resourced, metropolitan areas saturated with sick children from
COVID and other diseases to the point of filling their pediatric ICUs. Children's Hospital of
Colorado already serves as as regional referral hospital for multiple states. Putting them in a
position where they may be overwhelmed will endanger the lives and well-being of children
infected with COVID and all of the other children who rely on the hospital for care. While
vaccination is highly effective at preventing hospitalizations and death, vaccinated people of
any age can still be infected, become symptomatic and contagious. This is why masking
needs to be extended to all students, teachers, and staff, regardless of vaccination status,
given that most children are still unvaccinated. I urge you to please implement a sciencebased universal masking policy for our children, their teachers and other school staff, so that
we do NOT end up where Texas, Florida, Arkansas, and Mississippi are. This will protect the
lives and educational flourishing of students who are served by the Tri-County Health
Department.

8/15/2021 10:47 PM
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The virus is not behind us. Masks are proven to help stop the spread of infection. The delta
varient is known to still infect individuals who have been vaccinated. Please require all people
in schools to wear masks to help keep everyone more safe.

8/15/2021 10:46 PM
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The delta variant is spreading even to vaccinated individuals. More and more children are
being hospitalized from Covid. We must protect the youth. We must allow Them to learn with
peers. With masks. Masks and vaccines are true only way to beat this. We must trust the
science

8/15/2021 10:45 PM
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The great majority of actual scientific studies on mask-wearing have shown that there are no
benefits to anyone. Viruses are not stopped by masks. (The argument that masks
stop"droplets" from coughs & sneezes is moot, as the aerosolized virus particles on the breath
can easily make it through most masks... plus this mode of viral transmission is still not
solidly scientifically proven. Bio-resonance and pheromones are just as likely to be the mode
of transmission, if not more likely.) This has been proven over and over and over again, in
study after study. On the flip side, mask-wearing for any extended period of time (beyond 10to-20 minutes) has been shown to be damaging to overall health. Headaches, memory issues,
bacteria, fungi, lowered blood-oxygen, heightened carbon-dioxide intake... these are all proven
to be caused by mask-wearing. Psychological damage on so many levels, especially for
children, has been proven time & again and really is only obvious when one considers just how
important facial-expression is in communicating and in humans understanding one another.
You must do away with this caveman-level approach to "fighting" a virus which has been
absolutely harmless to 99.99 % of people under the age of 30. The damage caused by maskwearing far, far outweighs any supposed (not actual) benefits. Ultimately, the masks are ruining
the basic free-human standard of daily living and producing the highest levels of unhappiness
and discouragement in the general population, but especially in our youth. Kids hate it. Masks
instill fear, anxiety, and a general feeling of dis-ease with the world. What a horrible thing to do
to our children.

8/15/2021 10:43 PM
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Masks are necessary to help prevent from Covid exposure thereby keeping kids safe and in
school. Because we don’t know how many unvaccinated kids will be in the high schools
masks remain necessary at this level as well.

8/15/2021 10:43 PM
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I am urging tri county health to mandate universal mask wearing for all public schools in the tri
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county area especially for the school aged children who are unable to get vaccinated. Not only
does tri county health recommend this policy for all unvaccinated people in any public indoor
space but so does the APA and the CDC. The federal government requires that all Children
wear masks on buses so that clearly should translate to the classroom setting. Children are
not able to socially distance in school when classes are more populated than ever. My
kindergartener and 4th grader, both have 28 children in their classroom alone and the
classrooms do not have the ventilation and hepa filters that would help circulate the air flow for
a high contagious corona virus. In fact the delta variant is proven to be more contagious that
the initial corona virus that we endured last year. More children and unvaccinated people are
filling the ICU's in other states that don't have these mandates in place. Should this not be
mandated, children and unvaccinated people are at risk . Even if one child contracts this and
gets seriously ill that is one too many when precautions could be put in place by tri county
health. Not only are children's physical health at risk, but this is going to spread so quickly that
the schools will end up having to shut down and at what cost? Science has proven that masks
help reduce the spread of this novel corona virus and reduces the amount of virus particles
and aerosols of the virus that one would be exposed to. This should not be a political decision
but one that is based in science and looking out for the health and good of all. School should
be a safe place for kids to learn and not have to be concerned whether if the student or teacher
next to them is infected with covid. We should be teaching and modeling for our kids that by
wearing masks we are looking out for the good of all and not partake in the selfish and
careless act of putting others in harms way by not wearing a mask. All teachers should be
wearing masks regardless of their status as they can still contract the coronavirus and spread
it to our unvaccinated children and community at large. I urge you to do the right thing and
mandate a mask for indoor public settings. Children adaptable and don't mind wearing a mask
but it leaves a strange uneasy ugly mixed message when the mask wearing is not universal.
Its especially confusing to our littlest students. There has already been a confirmed covid case
at a Euclid Middle School after only two days of the children being back in person and
unmasked. Once again, I respectfully implore you to mandate masks in schools. Thank you
643

Masks are a medical decision and medical decisions should be left up to the individual
families. When we take away rights in the name of emergencies, there is no telling how far that
will go

8/15/2021 10:37 PM
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I oppose the requirements of masking, especially for Elementary age children. Covid is not
going away, just like the flu doesn’t go away. We have to get back to some sort of normalcy,
and society slowly is…i.e. concerts are back, stadiums of professional sports are fully
operating, etc. Schools need to get back to normal as well, especially for the sake of our
children’s mental health. These children have been through enough, and at some point, if it’s
not already, their mental health will be at greater risk than they are at risk for covid. Allow
parents the freedom to choose what’s best for their children when it comes to masking. Also,
the masking requirements have become an additional stressor that teachers, principals, and
staff have had to deal with, rather than just focusing on the education of our children.

8/15/2021 10:37 PM

645

My family would like the board to consider giving parents and children the freedom to choose
to mask or not to mask. Almost all preschool parents would keep their sick child home, since
the school day is only 2hrs and 55 minutes, parents do not use pre-K as “childcare” like k-6
parents generally would due to the parental work obligation. The likelihood of a parent sending
a sick pre-K student is much lower. Developmentally, putting a mask on a preschool and K
aged student isn’t good for their mental Heath and is a huge distraction. Mandate backup child
care contacts for the school to call (or charge parents for individual 1:1 care for the rest of the
school day) if an unmasked child is symptomatic in anyway. Give parents choice... masking
isn’t 1 size fits all. Many children can not communicate nonverbal emotion well with a mask
on, many children have trauma (involving dry gagging or mouth covering, sadly this is a rare
experience that we have dealt with) where masking creates a sense of panic and anxiety...
preventing learning. My family begs you, to please give parents the choice to mask, or
unmask, their children. Many will still opt to mask. We know our children best, we love them
and evaluate the risk/benefit for them individually as new info comes out daily. Please allow us
to keep our individual children safe as we deem fit. We are happy to comply with any sick
policy that comes from “mask choice”. Thank you for your hard work!

8/15/2021 10:34 PM
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I feel it is important right now for everyone to wear a mask inside the school building, all
students and staff. We want to keep everyone safe and we want our kids to have a normal
school year. My daughter is a senior and unlike my son who was a senior last year, I’d like her
to have a great senior year. You encourage everyone to wear a mask, but if it’s not mandated
they will not. My daughter has said that she wants to wear a mask, but she doesn’t want to be
the only one wearing a mask. Don’t make these kids feel uncomfortable if they want to wear a
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mask. Don’t put people at risk if it could be solved easily by wearing a mask. Don’t believe
that they will wear a mask because you suggested it. Look at the photos that were sent to you
from Eaglecrest High School‘s freshman orientation last week. 95% of people did not have
masks on. If you don’t have those photos I would be happy to send them to you. If it was good
enough for our kids and staff to wear masks back in May, without the Delta variant present,
then why isn’t it good enough for them to wear masks now?
647

The state of Colorado has twice the number of COVID cases today versus a year ago. Last
year there was a mask mandate and stricter regulations to prevent the spread. Today, masks
are strongly recommended for the unvaccinated and even for the vaccinated indoors but we
can see that this honor system has not worked. Florida and Texas are states that have banned
mask mandates in schools, and the CDC said Texas and Florida make up forty percent of new
COVID19 hospitalizations across the country. Those two states equal about 15% of the US
population. Those numbers alone can tell you that masking and stricter regulations are
beneficial in slowing the spread. Another point is that while the vaccination helps stop the
spread of COVID19 and is a great preventative measure, those that are under 12 years old
cannot receive the vaccination. I feel like the children are bearing the brunt of the adults'
careless actions. As a parent, I want to maintain the safest environment for my child so they
are able to flourish. Masking is not hindering their ability to grow and learn as my kids have
worn masks since the summer of 2020. Masks are providing them the safest indoor
environment with this ever spreading Delta Variant that the experts know that is twice as
contagious. It is also mind boggling when you receive an email from the school's
superintendent, Brian Ewert, that the "community" is split. He was not referring to the medical
community but from parents who do not want to mask, who think this virus is a hoax and are
at the center of spreading the misinformation. I have also seen on Denver Facebook mom
groups that believe the vaccination sheds and by hanging around people who received the
vaccination will expose you to COVID. They also use places like www.thehealthyamerican.org
and www.freedomtaker.com as a source of information. These are the people who are saying
no to mask mandates with phony information. Please instill mask mandates for the safety of
the whole community.

8/15/2021 10:32 PM
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Masks are not a question of freedom. Living in a society mean giving up absolute freedom to
protect the people in the society. It is everyone’s responsibility to protect those that are not
able to get vaccinated for legitimate medical reasons or are not currently eligible. At most a
mask is a mild inconvenience for stop pretending like it’s asking people to do the bare
minimum.

8/15/2021 10:30 PM
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Strongly recommends masking in school

8/15/2021 10:28 PM

650

Masks work! Let science prevail. Being part of a society means you give up some liberties for
the greater good. Protect kids by mamdating masks in all school settings and places where
distancing is not possible.

8/15/2021 10:27 PM
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The CDC recommends masking for everyone regardless of vaccination status Dash why
should children over age 12 be any different? Expand the mask mandate to protect all kids!

8/15/2021 10:26 PM
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This should be a parents choice to do what is best for their own child. Children need to see
their teachers faces and that of their peers. If I can barely make out what someone is saying
behind a mask I can only imagine the struggle my 5 year old is going to have with just trying to
understand his teacher and friends. If covid was causing major problems among the younger
population then It would be a different story but there is little to no evidence from the lack of
studies that masks prevent children from getting covid. If they do get covid they rarely suffer
from the complications of it. So if the data isn’t there then why are we putting masks on young
kids? They need to be in school learning, not distracted by their mask and wanting to breathe
freely. Children are constantly messing with their masks, being reminded all day long to put it
back up or not wearing it correctly. This takes time away from learning and makes a teachers
job even more difficult. Frankly it’s nothing but a distraction. All this defeats wearing the mask
in the first place. So they may be back In school but are they really learning to their full
potential if they have to have their faces covered for 7+ hours a day. I respect a parents
choice to choose a mask for their child. For the rest of us we would like the same choice. Let
the parents choose! It’s our children. It’s our choice!

8/15/2021 10:26 PM
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I would support a mandate for 11 and under until they are allowed to get vaccinated. After that
if people are still choosing not to get vaccinated when available then vaccinated people should
be allowed to live their lives without masks.

8/15/2021 10:24 PM
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I support mask wearing fully and have not stopped wearing one in public for my safety even

8/15/2021 10:22 PM

451 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
though I have great difficulty breathing with one on. My lung function can barely handle a cold
let alone covid.
655

Please help protect my children how are not old enough to get vaccinated. Masks help prevent
the spread- we know this. I do not want them To feel peer pressure or bullying when they wear
their masks. PLEaSE protect our kids!!

8/15/2021 10:22 PM
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Please mandate that school districts require masks for indoor spaces. Unfortunately, the
leadership in LPS is afraid to make this tough decision that will protect our students and
teachers. It is not possible to distance to the extent necessary in schools to prevent he spread
of Covid without masks. Even at the secondary level, I know too many students not
vaccinated. It is not right to put the health of everyone in the hands of students. Students do
not want to feel different than everyone else if they are in the minority wearing masks.
Mandating masks will take this out of the hands of students and it will protect everyone.

8/15/2021 10:21 PM
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I would like masking to be required if the school population has not reached the vaccine
threshold to limit spread… I think the suggested threshold may be at least 70%. I know this
means proving and tracking who has been vaccinated, but that is the only way to ensure
safety. I’m so worried about vaccination rates among high schoolers! My son is vaccinated,
but I imagine there will still be lots of spread at Heritage HS this year.

8/15/2021 10:20 PM
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The CDC "recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors
to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status," which is echoed by the American Academy
of Pediatrics and numerous other national medical societies. For TCHD to not put a mask
mandate into place is to explicitly fail to follow CDC recommendations. I am a physician, and
my clinical practice is regularly informed by CDC guidelines and recommendations; rarely do I
diverge from these without a truly compelling reason. I therefore ask, what evidence does
TCHD have available to suggest that they should go against CDC recommendations and elect
not to put a mask mandate into place? In the absence of well-articulated logic or data to
suggest that a mask mandate would cause more harm to students and staff than benefit, it is
otherwise a failure on the part of the TCHD to "promote, protect and improve the health" of
individuals in our schools as is the mission of TCHD. There is a preponderance of data to
support the enforcement of universal mask wearing in schools, whereas only weak arguments
and shallow complaints stand against this common sense policy. Put a mask mandate into
place, and sleep well, knowing with absolute certainty that you are following evidence-based
recommendations and saving lives.

8/15/2021 10:20 PM
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Last year’s implementation of masking requirements and processes in schools appears to
have kept the infections that did occur well contained. To not implement masking requirements
again does not seem to make much sense especially since vaccinations for younger students
are not available yet.

8/15/2021 10:20 PM
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I've written emails and made phone calls but I'll keep this concise. 1) Masks are the best
evidenced based protection available to our children as vaccines are not yet available to those
under 12. It doesn't hurt anyone to wear a mask (aside from those with developmental or health
reasons precluding mask use) but it DOES hurt others to NOT wear a mask. 2) Enforcement:
Children don't abide by a dress code? They get sent home. Children don't wear a mask that
saves lives? They need to be sent home. It is reasonable to believe you can send your child to
school and be safe. It is not reasonable for a parent to have to step back from their job and
only work weekends to homeschool or support their children in online education to keep their
children safe. If a parent doesn't want their child to wear a mask- a proven safety device- then
it should be their burden to leave their job and homeschool or support online learning. I pulled
all of my children and enrolled them in Colorado Connections Academy last year because of
this exact safety issue. 3) Willful harm against children of lower socioeconomic status and
minorities: It is a fact that lack of mask wearing will result in more covid spread and more
quarantines or school closures. It has been well documented that children of lower
socioeconomic status and minorities are disproportionately disadvantaged as a result. Some
lose food security. An enforced mask mandate will reduce this catastrophic harm on this
population. 4) I've already received backlash from anti-maskers for my kindergartner and I'm
removing him from CCSD and enrolling him in Colorado Connections Academy. My other two
sons will be attending Challenge School, which has a selectively more educated base. No
surprise, masks weren't an issue at orientation, so they will be attending. As a sub note: this
school has kids K-8, so the current mandate is inadequate as it should be k-12 if we are to
follow CDC guidelines. Additionally, my kids worked VERY hard to be accepted to this magnet
school. We will lose our spots if we go online again this year, so I have undue pressure to send
my children to a less safe learning environment to receive a higher standard of learning. 5) We
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have children who are immunocompromised, have cancer, have debilitating respiratory or
cardiac disorders, or are on immunosuppressive therapies. It is OUR job to protect them. Sure,
you could argue that they could go online. But we all know the therapies they have a RIGHT to
receive are inadequate in a virtual setting. Many are on Medicaid and don't have the luxury to
stay home in a virtual environment. 6. You KNOW the medical and federal recommendations
and guidelines. Do the RIGHT thing. Often doing the right thing is not popular. But without a
mask mandate, every single child and family member infected, disabled, or killed by covid is in
part, because of YOU.
661

Freedom

8/15/2021 10:18 PM
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To The Respected Members of the Tri-County Health Department Board of Health, Since July,
there has been an outcry of parents from Littleton Public Schools to the Superintendent Mr.
Brian Ewert, begging him to require masks in schools (by teachers and students) and take all
necessary precautions to protect the children entrusted in his care who are too young to be
vaccinated. The questions and concerns raised by parents have largely gone unacknowledged
and unanswered. In two mass emails (in late July and early August) to the entire district, Mr.
Ewert has made clear he has no plans of requiring masks in schools, and no
planned/structured social distancing, unless he is forced by the Tri-County Health Department
and/or CDPHE. He cited his reason is to respect a small but vocal group of parents who
believe in personal choice, who do not believe masks work to prevent the spread of
Coronavirus. Personal choice that endangers the lives of others has no role in public health
measures attempting to curtail a global pandemic, and it is deeply disturbing that a
superintendent would allow opinion to overshadow science and fact. It is clear that Mr. Ewert is
acting in his own self-interest to preserve his popularity by pandering to the subset of parents
who let their conspiracy theories and political agenda supersede science. It is clear that Mr.
Ewert has a conflict of interest and cannot be trusted to keep the health and safety of the
students in LPS as his top priority. For this reason, I implore the Tri-County Board of Health to
act swiftly to protect our children, whereas other adults and leaders refuse to. As you know,
there are a number of reasons indoor mask-wearing by all is the right strategy for the timebeing, as the CDC currently classifies Arapahoe County as an area of "high" transmission.
(There is no higher level beyond where Arapahoe is already classified). 1. With the Delta
variant, children are showing more signs of severe illness and are being hospitalized at a
higher rate than previously. 2. Even vaccinated adults are experiencing breakthrough infection
and are able to transmit COVID-19 to their students. 3. The childrens' increased exposure to
COVID-19 in a mask-optional indoor classroom setting stretches far into the community, and
puts their families -- parents, grandparents, siblings, etc-- at higher risk for illness and death. It
will be a real tragedy when an LPS student experiences the otherwise preventable death of an
immediate family member because they brought COVID-19 home with them from an LPS
school. The "layered and overlapping approach" touted by Mr. Ewert already began fall apart on
day one. Anecdotally, in my son's classroom, for a portion of the first day of school, the
children were gathered in close proximity with 4 students to 1 small table, when they easily
could have maintained 2-3 feet of distance at their individual desks. None of the teachers or
staff wore masks, and less than 25% of students wore masks. In addition, my son’s teacher
will be married in the next few weeks, and will be at the center of an indoor super-spreader
event, and can easily transmit COVID-19 to all the students in the class, as well as their
families. As a doctor and an educator myself, and the parent of a third grader, I recognize this
is a challenging landscape, but I also recognize that the hardest decision is the right decision.
I sincerely hope the Board is able to display true leadership and courage to provide a learning
environment which is as safe as possible for the children and educators alike. Thank you for
your consideration.

8/15/2021 10:17 PM
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I think the CDC has more education and information than the average person and their
recommendations should be followed.

8/15/2021 10:17 PM
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Children of any age are the least risk. The flu is more deadly statistically for kids and we never
masked for the flu. Masks hurts children’s developing immune systems. It hurts there
confidence and scares them thinking that everyone around them is sick. This is not good for
their mental health. There will be waves because like most viruses they are seasonal and
incidences will risk and fall. Masks will not help with this. They do more potential damage then
good.

8/15/2021 10:17 PM
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Question 4 on this survey is misleading. It excludes a large portion of folks, like myself, that
support OPTIONAL masking where parents decide what’s best for their children. I do not
support mandated masking. I think masking should be encouraged but not mandated.
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666

Please set a mask mandate for schools! I am a high school teacher, there is no safe way for
students to be in school without masks. Simply encouraging teens to wear a mask will not
work. There needs to be a mandate. This is a public health issue, and we need you to keep us
safe. I do not want to bring home covid to my infant and husband. I cannot work in my high
school safely without a mask mandate and/or social distancing regulations, there are too many
people in close proximity in the school and our windows do not open.

8/15/2021 10:16 PM
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I am very supportive of masking in schools. I have a child in elementary and a vaccinated
child in 7th grade. We all need to work together to protect everyone’s children.

8/15/2021 10:15 PM
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Please continue to require masks in K-6 schools since these children are all unvaccinated. We
want to do all we can to keep our kids (and school staff) safe, healthy and have in-person
learning!

8/15/2021 10:14 PM
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NO MASKS SHOULD BE FORCED ON OUR CHILDREN. THEY SHOULD BE OPTIONAL.

8/15/2021 10:14 PM
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As a Speech Pathologist of 20+ years, I want to be counted as being against mask mandates
of any kind. Masks should always be a choice and parents need to be given the right to
determine what is best for their children. Many children with special needs simply cannot
tolerate masks or meet their speech/language goals with masks on. Masks are hindering our
children's development. Children who have social language goals on their IEP's simply cannot
practice them when they cannot see contextual cues such as smiles. Additionally, children on
the autism spectrum or children who have other sensory issues cannot be expected to wear
masks. Sensory wise, the masks often feel painful to them. Making masks mandatory ignores
the needs of a whole population of children. A slippery slope of illegality begins when children
don't get their federally required IEP needs met. Additionally, as the mother of two children, I
am appalled that anyone can force my children to wear something that harms them. Children
are getting pneumonia, are hypoxic and their mental health is plummeting as masks continue
to erode their identities. There are many CCSD parents urging TCHD to mandate masks for all
kids. This infuriates me as how do they have any right over my kids and over all kids in TCHD
purview? That takes gall to assert one's wishes, or the wishes of a group of people over all..
This group is also discussing how to get their kids on 504 plans or IEP's to make sure
teachers keep their kids in masks. This is utterly disgusting as it wastes financial and time
resources for kids who truly need help. Keeping kids masked up plays into a cycle of fear,
hopelessness and isolation. Children's Hospital declared a mental health crisis and it is
shameful what is being done to children out of fear and control. Free them. I don't know how
anyone who requires masks for children can sleep at night. I do not judge anyone who would
choose for his/her child to wear a mask, but I hope that child has input into that decision!
Choice is a fundamental human right. We are God's masterpieces and we can decide what we
put on, or put in our bodies.

8/15/2021 10:13 PM
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As a medical professional who has been on the front line throughout the pandemic, I strongly
support universal masking regardless of vaccination status. COVID-19 does not discriminate,
nor does it cause symptoms in all individuals. My place of employment has required staff,
patients and visitors to mask throughout the pandemic. We have had a low positivity and
transmission rate among staff members. However, my 3 children, who are all wearing masks at
schools and indoor public facilities, are now quarantined after 1.5 days of school due to COVID
symptoms warranting testing. We are making the responsible choice to self quarantine as a
family while we await results. If all were wearing masks, I feel the chances of spread of any
bacterial/viral infection would be reduced resulted in more consecutive days of school
attendance without interruption. Our children have already been set back emotionally and
educationally due to this pandemic. We can do better. Masking is a minimally invasive way to
give our children an opportunity to interact socially, learn with decreased chance of interruption,
and protect staff and their family members. I am hopeful you let science and knowledge of this
virus guide you in making a decision that will support our children and community.

8/15/2021 10:12 PM
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My kids are the meaning of life for me. I will do anything to protect them. The schools must do
the same. Kids are our future— protect our future! Enforce masks for ALL PEOPLE IN
SCHOOLS. Do not allow visitors who are not vaccinated. We all know the science— Don’t be
anti-science; you are supposed to support science and health in all of your efforts.

8/15/2021 10:11 PM
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Masks should be mandated for elementary school children and workers.

8/15/2021 10:11 PM
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No matter what decision you make some people are going to be angry, so choose the one that
is backed by science and help keep kids safer. You’re the HEALTH Department, not the Tryand-make-everyone-happy Department. Do your job and protect the health of the youngest
residents by requiring masks in schools.

8/15/2021 10:09 PM
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675

The 3 choices below show a bias that will slant the results. The third choice is worded where it
is ridiculous and easily dismissed in the results. There should be a choice around vaccinated
vs unvaccinated, underlying health conditions, special circumstances, etc.

8/15/2021 10:08 PM

676

Please REQUIRE masks for all students, staff and teachers, regardless of vaccination status,
K-12 for the coming school year that starts on 8/16/21. As the health department it should be
your responsibility to provide direction to keep our communities safe. You are fully aware how
contagious this delta variant is, and putting everyone in the schools without the masking
requirements in place is asking for continued outbreaks. It puts the our students ability to learn
in person in jeopardy and puts all families at higher risk of infection and serious illness. While I
appreciate the school district following your recommendation to require masks k-6, that is not
enough. But only recommending masking for 7-12 grades you are putting a huge amount of
responsibility on kids who are already at an age where peer pressure causes immense stress
and poor decision making. Kids are going to do what their friends are doing, and that is likely
going to be not wearing a mask, but cause they feel dumb doing so if others aren’t. Please
don’t put this responsibility on their young shoulders. Be the leaders that our youth and
community need you to be and require masks in schools. Please don’t wait until it is too late
and we are forced to move learning online because of so many cases, or worse our hospital
get overwhelmed. I know too many people who are catching covid right now despite being
vaccinated, including the vaccinated infecting other vaccinate people. Everyone regardless of
vaccination status should be wearing a mask in schools right now to keep our community safe.

8/15/2021 10:08 PM

677

My grand children go to school in the Cherry Creek school district so I am giving my
comments on behalf of them. To date there has been no published clinical proof that masks
work to prevent the spread of this virus. On the contrary, it has been proven that this particular
virus is so small that it passes right through. There is also plenty of evidence published that
children are much less likely to be affected by Covid and there has been no proof that children
pass this virus on to others including teachers. Requiring these children to wear masks against
a virus that does not affect them just to make you feel better or to satisfy some political
mandate is nothing short of abusive. The negative psychological and social impact this is
having on our children is well documented. This is not the children’s burden to bear.

8/15/2021 10:08 PM

678

High school students are eligible for vaccination- these students should have option to mask not mandatory.

8/15/2021 10:06 PM

679

My family lives in Arapahoe County and our 2 children (5yo and 8yo) are starting at Belleview
Elementary in Cherry Creek School District this year. I am a proponent of in-person learning
but am very concerned about the current mask policy in the Cherry Creek School District and it
is not following the recommendations of the CDC, Colorado Department of Public Health &
Environment (CDPHE) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). The current CDC
guidelines (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12guidance.html) state: “Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC
recommends UNIVERSAL indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers,
and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.” In addition, “Many schools
serve children under the age of 12 who are not eligible for vaccination at this time. Therefore,
this guidance emphasizes implementing layered prevention strategies (e.g. using multiple
prevention strategies together consistently) to protect students, teachers, staff, visitors, and
other members of their households and support in-person learning.” The current CDPHE
guidelines (https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-schoolguidance) notes that CDC recommends UNIVERSAL indoor masking for all teachers, staff,
students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. They also mention
“The state recommends local public health agencies and school districts consider either mask
requirements for all unvaccinated individuals or all individuals in schools, particularly in highrisk environments.” In addition, the AAP (https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/newsreleases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-openingschools-in-fall-2021/) also strongly recommends in-person learning with masking of all staff and
students who are 2 years or older unless medical or developmental conditions prohibit their
use. I cannot understand how masking can be anything less than required, especially in the
elementary schools when none of the children under the age of 12yo have even been eligible to
be vaccinated. The current language of "strongly recommended" can easily be read as
optional, and that is not acceptable to me or my family. I would respectfully request that
masks be REQUIRED to be worn indoors in all schools by all persons, regardless of age or
vaccination status as recommended by the CDC, CDPHE and the AAP. As a healthcare
worker, I am particularly concerned about the lack of masking in a population that is not even
eligible for vaccination. And, as a parent I want to protect my child as best as I can from

8/15/2021 10:06 PM

455 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
COVID as the long term side effects in children are largely unknown. I wear a mask myself
when I am working with my patients, as well as when I go to any public indoor location, even
after being vaccinated. Please consider a mask mandate in schools as other county health
departments have done to protect vulnerable children.
680

Please make universal mask wearing a requirement for all faculty, staff, and students in
schools. I just want as many people to stay well as possible because I don't want schools to
have to close due to new coronavirus variants.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

681

Masks have not been proven to be effective at allowing the spread of any virus, including
COVID. Children are at extremely low risk for catching and spreading COVID.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

682

1) Masking with facial coverings can’t properly protect people due to the particle size of the
virus. If people haven’t noticed, all the previous mask mandates and lockdowns didn’t stop the
virus. It stuck around and mutated. It didn’t work to stop the virus then and it won’t now. 2)
Wearing a mask has negative consequences (lack of oxygen, inhaling carbon dioxide at high
levels, exposure to bacteria trapped in the mask, social consequences and other ailment such
as headaches). This needs to be a choice given that there are negative impacts. 3) The goal
posts keep changing - when will we as a community move on? The number of children who
have died from Covid is extremely small (approximately 400 or less in the entire country of 330
million people). This does not justify mask mandating.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

683

There seems to be greater emotional and developmental challenges and negative effects that
may be affecting our children by masking them when compared to the children's statistical
improbability that they contract covid-19 and have a serious illness or symptoms. Children
ought to be given the opportunity to have a childhood and grow and develop human interaction
skills that can't be done without face to face interaction. Children are not affected as are older
adults and those with comorbidities. The science should be objectively followed without any
political or social influence. I didn't like the three options I was given I do not support masking
in schools, but there may be some circumstance when it may be necessary. However, where
our vaccination and antibodies rates are so high within the general population, I don't support it
at all.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

684

Thank you for thoroughly looking into the many aspects of our health and safety at this difficult
time. I support all measures that keep us safe and operating.

8/15/2021 10:04 PM

685

Please leave masking decisions up to parents. The social and emotional health of each child
is best considered by their own parents, not by a school district or a public board of health.
The chances of children being seriously affected by COVID are very, very low but we are
allowing the what if hysteria to take control of too many decisions. Unfortunately, we can never
protect every child from anything that might happen to them. If we continue to mask, when will
it ever stop? The bar keeps moving and seems to be driven by fear and emotions rather than
rational decisions. Our kids are being more negatively affected by the masks, fear,
divisiveness and distance from each other than the chance of getting sick. I have a 9th and
11th grader and all of us had COVID in may. My husband was in the hospital for extra oxygen
for 3 nights and I was down for around 10 days. My kids had cold/flu like symptoms for only a
few days. We have all come through it just fine. My kids though, missed much of their learning
and almost all of their social interactions with friends and other kids their age last year. LPS
did a great job of providing the best education they could, but kids need friends and friendly
faces and interaction to meet their social, emotional and educational needs. Please do not be
swayed by fear and emotions or loud and scared parents. Please make responsible and not
over-reaching decisions that are based on reality and not “what-if’s”. Please allow parents to do
what is best for their children. Thank you

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

686

Masks impact the way kids develop, and how they interact with others when social skills are
vital in life. Experts agree up to 93% of human interaction and communication is non verbal.
How are kids supposed to learn how to communicate successfully at the age where they are
still developing these skills? What happened to the handshake and smile interactions where
bonds and relationships mattered more than anything? A kid’s self image is formed early in
their childhood years. A nice, warm smile from their teacher and a pat on the back used to
mean something.l to our self image. Does it not anymore? We can’t teach our kids to live in
fear and to live with masks on everyday. Why are they wearing masks when they can go to the
store after school without one? We can overcome this together by teaching our kids to be
clean, sanitary, and the importance of good health. Let’s get back to the lives we used to know
and love where smiles meant happiness, not division in the world.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

687

This should not be a matter of public debate. Medical experts must have the final say on this

8/15/2021 10:02 PM
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issue because they have the expertise to make an educated decision. Experts currently
recommend that all students regardless of age or vaccination status, wear a mask indoors.
688

Please make a mask mandate for K-12 and provide more information about cases in our sco.

8/15/2021 10:02 PM

689

As a parent, I am very disappointed in the continued decision by our school district not to
require masks in school. I am advocating for a mask requirement for schools because student
health and safety, based on scientific recommendations, should be the number 1 priority! Here
is a direct quote from the CDC website: “Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta
variant, CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff,
teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.” If the school district
doesn’t institute a mask requirement, then they are not following CDC guidelines. I was hopeful
that people would make the right decision and that most kids would be wearing masks, but my
3rd grader came home the first day and said that lots of kids were not wearing masks. If a
child has a family member who is at high risk, the lack of a mask requirement is making a
child choose between fitting in with their peers and protecting themselves and their family.
What an awful position to put a child in – the officials in charge are basically passing the hard
decision on to the child. Public health officials, school boards etc should be making the hard
decision to require masks and take the heat from those who disagree, instead of putting the
children in difficult situations. Last year, everyone wore a mask, which, while not ideal, was
really not a big deal. Requiring masks is also common sense. The goal is to keep kids in the
school building for in-person learning, and to avoid virtual learning as best we can. If everyone
is wearing a mask, there will be less virus spreading, less likelihood of quarantines and less
chance of a reversal to online learning (as has been occurring in schools across the country
that have already returned without masks). I implore you to consider a mask requirement in
schools. We should be following what the experts recommend. We should be doing everything
we can to keep kids healthy and keep them in school. A mask requirement is the best way to
do that!

8/15/2021 10:01 PM

690

First of all thank you to the Tri-County Board of Health for considering the opinion of parents.
While masks can make us think we are fully protected, we know we are not. For example,
scientists who study viruses in labs waer full virology suits because that is what it takes to
prevent transmission. Counties should start talking more about making our immune systems
stronger instead of putting our kids in a bubble and not attacking the root cause of the issue.
Psychologists have said that facial expressions and tactile communication is important for
brain function but also for mental health. Furthermore, carbon dioxide is exhaled air and is
meant to be released, not breathed for long periods of time. Also, dentists have said that
masks are also bad for oral health. Because COV-SARS-2 has animal reservoirs, we cannot
eradicate it just as we cannot eradicate the common cold or the flu. The wearing of a mask
should be a decision between the parent and the child. Those who wish to wear a mask should
be welcomed if the parent and child feel more comfortable doing so. Many lives have been lost
due to influenza as well, yet no mask mandate has ever taken place.

8/15/2021 10:00 PM

691

We need a mask mandate at all schools so our kids can play with their neighbors who go to
private and other school districts without fear.

8/15/2021 10:00 PM

692

I have kids in the schools and work in the schools. I feel strongly we need the mandate to
keep us going this year.

8/15/2021 9:59 PM

693

Please help protect our children by having them wear masks at school. They are vulnerable
since they are not eligible for the vaccine, & I strive to keep my three boys safe during these
uncertain times.

8/15/2021 9:58 PM

694

Please make masking universal in schools. I am an infectious disease doctor and strongly
support a mask mandate.

8/15/2021 9:56 PM

695

It is especially important for under 12 to be fully masked as well as anyone they come into
contact with but given the extended indoor setting of school, I also believe it is important for all
students, staff, and teachers to be masked regardless of vaccination status. Breakthrough
infections do occur and too many students, staff, and teachers are not vaccinated. Mask
wearing should not be politicized or left up to majority rule. We need to follow the science and
what medical professionals say. The CDC and academy of pediatrics all recommends
universal masking.

8/15/2021 9:56 PM

696

I am in favor of following the CDC recommendation of universal indoor masking for all
teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools regardless of vaccination status. This
strategy will help our students avoid further educational disruption and protect all those working

8/15/2021 9:56 PM
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and learning inside schools as well as those with whom they come in contact from the Delta
variant which can be carried by both the vaccinated and the unvaccinated. I have a 1-year old
grandson who I could put at great risk if I transmitted Covid, so reducing risk is an extremely
high priority.
697

All elementary and most 6th grade students are not yet able to be vaccinated. The new varient
is a large threat and without masks I believe it will get out of hand. I have a kindergartner and a
6th grader. I am also a teacher. All students and staff regardless of vaccination status should
be wearing a mask. Things have gone back to “normal” in schools. There are not set protocols
for social distancing anymore. Masks can help us stay in school while keeping our kids safe.

8/15/2021 9:56 PM

698

As a teacher and a parent, I fully support k-12 masking. I have a known underlying condition
and worry for my safety and the safety of my children and students. Masks worked last year,
why would we stop doing something that proved to be effective?!

8/15/2021 9:56 PM

699

With delta variant I think it is safer for all to wear masks indoors...

8/15/2021 9:55 PM

700

Q4 is unfortunately worded. I do not support masking against viri that are spread as aerosols.
See https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716?
st=nk9t0uc9urer9wd&reflink=article_email_share Masks are actively harmful for hearing
impaired and eyeglass wearing students, all early reading learners, especially those from lower
income families, as they are less likely to be able to get out of school tutoring.
https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/exclusives/92564 although I have seen better
write-ups. Properly fitted medical grade masks could be helpful. But I have never seen young
children consistently behave optimally (indeed, most adults can't). Mandating masks (but not
mandating medical grade ones) will *probably* do nothing to inhibit the aerosol transmission of
COVID, but *will* have the deleterious effects described in Drs Meissner and Makary's article
cited above. Returning to q4, Stacking the deck by providing an absurd generic, and two
specifics which are pretty much overlapping makes the Board's position frighteningly clear and
clearly not based in application of actual scientific reasoning. To be clear, I DO and WOULD
support masking where there was actual evidence of benefit outweighing the harm done to
hearing impaired or visually impaired students, those that need extra social cues, and those
with limited economic means.

8/15/2021 9:55 PM

701

Please mandate masks for ALL K-12 schools, to keep our kids safe and in school.

8/15/2021 9:53 PM

702

Masks are not needed for school age kids.

8/15/2021 9:52 PM

703

Please mandate masks for older students, through 12 th grade. Thank you for urging
superintendent Smith to require masks for PreK thru 6th.

8/15/2021 9:52 PM

704

I think masking is easy and a minor inconvenience and it protects everyone. My daughter goes
to an elementary school and none of the kids are old enough to be vaccinated. That puts them
all at increased risk. Also all we are learning about the delta variant indicates it spreads easier
due to the increase in virus. Last year all the kids wore masks, they all know how to do this
and do it successfully. It seems like the wrong time to not be masking. I do not believe in
masking forever in schools. My desire is for them to wear masks until they have a chance to
be fully vaccinated. Hopefully the vaccine will be available to them sometime this fall.

8/15/2021 9:51 PM

705

The CDC, APA, and numerous other public health organizations are strongly recommending
masks in school age children. But due, it seams, to political reasons, school boards are
looking to public health orgs like TCHD to mandate masks rather than make the obvious
choice themselves. Given the following facts... * The high transmissible rates of the Delta
variant * The Delta variant constitutes the majority of confirmed cases in CO at this point *
That children 11 and under are not yet eligible for any vaccine. * That states without mask
mandates are seeing records numbers of children in ICUs. * That mask wearing will increase
the probability of keeping as many students in person safely. * That kids with
immunodeficiencies have no online options offered by LPS (and it was a subpar program last
year anyway.) ...I don't even understand why this is a debate. Mandate masks until the 11 and
under age group is eligible for vaccination, and even then for another 6 weeks so all kids can
get their shots. TCHD should lead in this area regardless of community satisfaction. Our
community should follow TCHD's lead because you're the experts.

8/15/2021 9:51 PM

706

I support universal indoor masking for all K-12 students until all of our students have had an
opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 9:48 PM

707

Universal mask mandate for all public indoor spaces is required to keep us all safe during

8/15/2021 9:48 PM
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these times of COVID and the Delta Variant
708

Let school district determine mask policy. If mask, then for those unvaccinated. Vaccinated no
mask required.

8/15/2021 9:48 PM

709

I am the parent of two kids who are not old enough to be vaccinated. I would ask the board to
consider the the ramifications of not taking decisive action to protect the health and safety of
the children and families who will likely be impacted by allowing individuals with political
motivations to dictate or disrupt public health policy. The threat of spread related to the highly
contagious and deadly delta variant among a population of children who are unable to be
vaccinated, is more important than the preferences or whims of of those who feel their liberty
is being infringed.

8/15/2021 9:47 PM

710

Hello, In short, please do not mandate masks for our children. The psychological and
emotional effects of masking have been absolutely devastating. The data shows children from
last year who were masked showed a decrease in learning and the suicide rate increased. our
children are largely not affected by this virus. There is no Data that suggests otherwise.
Please please please do not force masks on our children. Thank you Michael Walsh

8/15/2021 9:47 PM

711

There needs to be mask mandate for all of the schools in Cherry Creek School District.

8/15/2021 9:47 PM

712

Middle school is a very difficult time for all kids, and that’s under normal circumstances. A
pandemic has made things so much more difficult, the decision to make masks optional was
so dangerous I am so disappointed by tri county and LPS. During a time when kids want to fit
in, want to be popular, and are trying to find their way with their ever changing bodies and under
developed brain, there is absolutely no chance of any kid wearing a mask when it’s optional. I
can tell my kids to do it, but I know they’re not. And if I were them, I wouldn’t either. To them,
the risk of being an outcast during some of their most judgmental years is far more risky than
covid. But what we’re seeing is that covid with the delta variant in young people is far more
risky. But because you didn’t want to make the difficult choice for public safety and health,
you’ve made things so much worse. I can load this feedback up with data and statistics, but
you have access to that (I hope you’re considering them). My 13 yo is going to be okay, he’s
vaccinated, statistically he’s pretty safe even if he gets sick in a breakthrough case. My 11
yo, who doesn’t have the option of a vaccine to protect himself, he’s putting himself at risk
every day he walks into school. I would rather my 13yo be inconvenienced than my 11yo be
hospitalized or worse. You don’t allow kids to use backpacks during the day because of safety
(hidden weapons) but what about a deadly virus? How’s that not a hidden weapon? How can
you mot protect kids against that? At least until a vaccine is made available to them. Take
away the added pressure on these kids. Make the unpopular and unpleasant decision for them
and save a life. Please.

8/15/2021 9:46 PM

713

Masking is causing more harm than good to kids. Kids are NOT learning to effectively
communicate, read a person, understand expression, or understand tonality. Only medical
grade masks are effective at stopping droplets and there certainly are not enough of those to
hand out to the general public. Our children have already had to suffer from rolling closures last
year, canceled graduations, canceled sporting events, canceled public functions. How much
longer until you all realize the damage this is causing to our children. Let them live and be
kids-especially during the formative years. My kids allergies are much worse wearing a mask
than they have ever been. Let them breathe and live!

8/15/2021 9:46 PM

714

Please continue to protect our children by requiring mask mandates in schools. So many other
states are seeing an increase in student illness. Our kids need to learn in school-not the
subpar online options-but we need to know our kids will be safe.

8/15/2021 9:46 PM

715

Why is no one providing any statistic on how much a cloth mask reduces your chance of
getting or spreading COVID? We have lost all freedoms. This is no longer America!

8/15/2021 9:45 PM

716

I work at CU Anschutz where we are all required to wear masks indoors regardless of
vaccination status unless we are in our individual offices. It seems to me that if colleges
require mask wearing high schools should also. Keeping our children safe and erring in the side
of caution is the best way to reduce transmission. Think about how teenagers often act. They
are outgoing and exuberant; they are likely expel more particles through their voices than most
adults.

8/15/2021 9:45 PM

717

I am in favor of a mask mandate in K-5 and middle schools for all students, as well as
teachers and staff regardless of vaccination status. In the CDHPE's Practical Guide for
Operationalizing CDC’s School Guidance they outline evidence-based best practices for local

8/15/2021 9:45 PM
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governments and schools to follow. They recommend that schools take a layered approach to
prevention, with the aim of keeping kids healthy and in school. If the aim is to keep children
learning in person, why wouldn't schools use every tool they have to decrease the likelihood of
having to move to remote learning? With the highly contagious delta variant surging at present,
it seems prudent in the least, and quite possibly imperative to make use of all layers available,
including requiring masks for all. And given the increase in cases, specifically in children, it
would seem negligent to remove layers of protection at this critical point. Furthermore, since
children under 12 do not yet have access to the vaccine, they are missing this key layer of
prevention. It is my belief that the responsibility then falls to the adults around these children
(whether in their own homes, or in their schools) to add that layer of prevention for them, by
being vaccinated and wearing masks. Once children under 12 are eligible for the vaccine and
sufficient time has been given for children to receive the vaccine and for full immunity to set
in, then the time would seem right to remove some preventative layers. Thank you for seeking
the opinions of the public you serve.
718

Working with primary children I believe them seeing our face and not feeling held back by
masks is extremely important. Most of these children don’t understand the masks and is
negatively going to impact their ability to develop and learn at a successful rate.

8/15/2021 9:44 PM

719

Please instate a masking requirement. The bottom line is that, regardless of people’s individual
feelings on masks, the science supports their use. The safety of children and the adults who
care for them is the priority. We need to put protection of life above outspoken annoyance or
inconvenience.

8/15/2021 9:43 PM

720

Masks DON'T work (right on the box) BUT they do prohibit correct breathing and most of all
prevent smiles facial expressions being seen !

8/15/2021 9:43 PM

721

My name is Dr. Alex Huffman, and I am father of three young, unvaccinated children in the
Littleton District. More importantly, I'm a professor in the chemistry department at DU and am a
bioaerosol expert. I have devoted most of the last 18-months to research, education, and
advocacy projects related to the airborne transmission and prevention of COVID. I've written
several research papers as well as Op-Eds on related topics and am frequently called by
national media for quotes on topics related to airborne COVID, masks, etc. (NY Times, The
Atlantic, PBS, AP ...). It’s from those perspectives that I want to very clearly state that I
unreservedly support universal mask mandates in Tri-County area schools. In preparation for
this meeting, I put together a ~1.5 page document, which I released publicly via an open
Google document (https://bit.ly/3swh8k1) which has hyperlinks to dozens of key statements in
my summary, including many scientific publications. I’m happy to follow-up more directly if I
can be of further service related to topics on the airborne nature of COVID transmission and
prevention. 1. COVID-19 can be transmitted in several ways, but is primarily an airborne
disease transmitted by viral aerosols that are inhaled at highest concentration within a few feet
of an infected person and that can also build-up indoors. This means masks, distancing,
outdoors, and ventilation are imp. preventative actions. Much of the spread still comes from
asymptomatic people who don’t know they’re contagious. 2. Delta is much more contagious
than the original strain or earlier variants (i.e. 1,000x times more virus in the body) and is now
dominant in Colorado. The vaccine is very safe and wildly effective (even against Delta). Given
the transmissibility (R0 > 6), one would expect community spread until ~90+% are vaccinated.
The Tri-Counties area of Colorado is still well under that threshold, and transmission is >3x the
value CDPHE considers “high risk.” 3. Children under 12 won’t be vaccine-approved for at least
several months. Meanwhile, the Delta variant is infecting children in much higher numbers
around the country and in Colorado. Even if many cases are mild, kids can spread to others,
and ‘Long-COVID’ leads to physical and neurological effects that could last a lifetime. 4.
COVID is much, much more contagious than last year. Schools districts like LPS point to low
transmission last year as a deciding point on whether to enact stronger preventative steps this
year. That is dangerous and faulty logic. The CDC stated that “the war has changed” because
of the Delta variant. Preventative actions (see below) need to be much stronger, including
mask mandates for everyone indoors on school property. 5. Masks are effective at protecting
both you and everyone else by reducing aerosol- and droplet-based spread of COVID and other
infectious diseases. There is plenty of scientific evidence to support this, including lab studies,
modeling data, and community studies. Plenty more evidence is available here. I’m an aerosol
scientist and I’ve been deeply engaged. Trust me. I’m happy to answer questions or help you
follow other experts on social media. 6. Virtually all medical, public health, and scientific
organizations are unanimous in their strong recommendation of masks in schools, especially
for schools with children under 12 who have not had the opportunity to seek the critical
vaccine. Organizations like CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics, US Department of
Education, and nearly every public health and related scientific health expert strongly support

8/15/2021 9:42 PM
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mask mandates in schools. CDPHE hasn’t endorsed mandates, but strongly encourages
masks for all individuals in schools. There is very little (any?) credible pushback against this.
Masks could have educational drawbacks, but they dramatically reduce COVID risk. 7. I’m
appreciative that school districts like LPS engage democratically with parents and the
community to request feedback on many issues. However, matters of public health should
never be up to a majority vote in any district. District leaders must listen to public health and
scientific guidance on critical matters of COVID health and safety. Parental opinions on the
matter should be counted with dramatically lower priority. The same would be true for any
significant safety threat. Listen to experts, not opinions. Mandate masks in schools. 8.
Mandating masks is among the best ways to avoid COVID & ensure schools can remain inperson this year. 9. Masks as individual and public defense against COVID are also just the
beginning of the conversation. Essentially all experts around the country have strongly advised
adoption of a suite of other preventative layers. Significant funding was provided by the federal
government to spend a portion on these upgrades, but local districts have shown poor
transparency about upgraded prevention. There are tons of credible resources available on this
based on well-known science & engineering, but preventative principles are as summarized
briefly on the next page.
722

Mask don’t work!! Do your research! If you think they should require a mask I hope you also
have to put one on your face for 8 hours!

8/15/2021 9:42 PM

723

Masking should be a personal choice not a mandate. This is messing with our kids mental
health

8/15/2021 9:41 PM

724

I am absolutely against requiring masks for children in school settings. They are both a
distraction to learning, especially younger children learning phonics where seeing the
movement of the mouth is crucial, but also they are a huge sanitary problem. They are chewed
on, thrown on the floor, tossed at friends, and often worn for days if not weeks at a time as
there is no way to force parents to provide clean masks. Tri County should not have the ability
to take any choice about a students health away from their parents. Of parents wish their
children to wear masks they will send them with them. You are not elected officials that can
mandate the choices of others. There are not enough studies to prove they are useful for this
age group without also considering the risk of respiratory infections from breathing through a
soiled mask constantly. And schools do not have the budget to provide new masks for
kindergarten students who get theirs dirty every 20 min.

8/15/2021 9:40 PM

725

I strongly believe it is the right of an individual to choose whether or not to wear a mask or
send their child to school in a mask.

8/15/2021 9:40 PM

726

Given how infectious the Delta variant is, please mandate masks in all school settings. Thank
you.

8/15/2021 9:38 PM

727

I support a masking requirement for all students and adults in all schools, but especially in
elementary schools and schools where children are present who are too young to be
vaccinated. Masks were required all year long in LPS last year, and in conjunction with the
other precautions taken, it seems to have worked. My wife and I can't comprehend why the
district is pretending that things are back to normal when the predominant variant is now
significantly more infectious, average daily new cases in CO at the start of the school year are
double or more what they were a year ago, and elementary age kids are no more vaccinated
than they were then. As best we can understand, kids are at greater risk now than a year ago,
and the district is choosing to take fewer precautions. We wrote an email to the superintendent
and school board a few weeks ago expressing our concerns. To his credit, Mr. Ewert
responded. But to paraphrase his response as I understood it, he (or the school board) was
making his decision based on political considerations rather than the science and facts of the
situation, and has no intention of requiring masks unless/until someone else (the health dept.
or state govt. presumably) institutes a mandate forcing him to do so. The CDC and AAP have
been unambiguous in their guidance that children in schools should be masked, yet at the local
level to this point, no one has been willing to step up and make the decision to do what is
necessary to prevent a delta surge in our schools. Anecdotally, what we've seen from the first
days of school is that no more than a third of children are masking up. I just can't imagine
that's enough to be effective. Please, please, please institute a mask requirement, for 11 and
younger at a minimum. We can see what's happening in Florida, Texas, and so many other
parts of the country. Let's not wait for our ICUs to fill up before taking action. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:38 PM

728

I strongly urge Arapaho County to require universal indoor masking for students this coming
year, as per the latest CDC and AAP guidance. Given the outbreak of the highly transmissible
Delta variant, outdoor masking in schools would also be prudent as well.

8/15/2021 9:38 PM
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729

Please mandate universal masking in schools. Our children can’t yet be vaccinated and even
for older children the American Academy of Pediatrics and other organizations are
recommending universal masking to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and particularly the delta
variant. My wife and I are grateful for the sacrifices that everyone has made over the past year
and looking forward to getting our kids back with their classmates. A lack of universal masking
seems very likely to lead to increased interpersonal conflict/pressure, COVID-19 spread
among children and then their families and larger community, and to periods of school
disruption due to quarantines due to sick classmates. Masks work. Let’s protect our children
and community and mandate universal masking.

8/15/2021 9:36 PM

730

I think that us parents should say weather our kids should wear masks or not. My kids don't
even want to go to school if they have to wear them. I believe that we should make our own
decisions.

8/15/2021 9:36 PM

731

I am advocating on behalf of my 2 children who cannot get vaccinated yet.

8/15/2021 9:35 PM

732

You have no authority to take away our constitutuonal freedoms. Knock it off.

8/15/2021 9:35 PM

733

Thank you for following the science and doing something to protect kids who cannot be
vaccinated. My son will be starting preschool for the first time this fall and this decision just
put my nervous heart to rest.

8/15/2021 9:34 PM

734

Masking anyone is tyranny, directed at limiting their access to oxygen. We want our students
to succeed and they need to freely breathe to do so. Follow the science! Everyone knows the
masks do not block any virus particles and has never been used for any cold or flu situation.
Our kids are not lab rats and should not be treated as such. No masks!!!!

8/15/2021 9:33 PM

735

I support masks, so that we can keep kids in school and keep them healthy until everyone has
had a chance to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 9:33 PM

736

The district has no right to mandate masks upon a child. This goes against everything that is
actually science based. It has been proven masks with children have far greater
consequences than benefit.

8/15/2021 9:32 PM

737

As a pediatrician and Arapahoe county resident, I am in full support of mandating masks for all
K-12 schools in the area. As you well know, having masks be optional is in opposition to
recent national guidance provided by the AAP and CDC. The decision to defy the expertise of
our public health and medical community will undoubtedly put all of our yet to be vaccinated
children under the age of 12 at substantial risk, as levels of community transmission increase.
Optional masking, especially in the younger grades, is confusing for children whose families
prefer them to be masked and yet may be surrounded by unmasked peers, placing teachers in
an uncomfortable and unnecessary position to enforce the preferences of each family. As
cases and hospitalizations continue to rise in our community, especially among those too
young to be vaccinated, I urge all public health and school districts to be on the same page
and mandate masks for all schools at all grades until universal vaccination is available and
community transmission decreases.

8/15/2021 9:32 PM

738

Masks are important to keep our kids safe in school, especially the unvaccinated.

8/15/2021 9:32 PM

739

For children under 12 years of age, NOTHING has changed since last year. Covid is still
rampant and spreading and it is better to wear a mask indoors…even If you ARE vaccinated
due to the variants. Yet, the kids under 12 cannot be vaccinated and will be required to sit
indoors for much of the school year. Why would we ask them to be that much more vulnerable
to a potentially deadly virus? And before anyone says “my rights”, consider that it is NOT your
right to have your young child not wear a seatbelt. It is NOT your right to have your child bring
a peanut butter sandwich for lunch when you know that a classmate has a sever allergy. It is
NOT your right to let your you g child drive your car to school. These are all things that can/will
cause harm or even death to to others. Why is wearing a mark to help protect others any
different? Wearing masks saves lives. I do not want my child to get sick or die from a virus
due to the carelessness of others.

8/15/2021 9:31 PM

740

I didn't think that masks work for anyone much less my child. These masks are a danger to
my kids mental/physical health.

8/15/2021 9:31 PM

741

I feel it is important for children to see lip movement and see facial expression as they learn to
communicate and to learn how to read body language and expression. Wearing masks for a
long duration can hinder this. We have worn masks long enough. It’s time for them to come off

8/15/2021 9:30 PM
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and stay off. We are all doing our job to protect them and keep them safe. But in schools they
need to learn these fundamental skills and they hey can’t be learned with masks on.
742

Masks are necessary to fight the virus. Please mandate them for all students and all indoor
activities for everyone.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

743

Until this surge is past and vaccines are available for all, please consider mandating masks for
everyone in schools. We must protect our most precious children.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

744

2 of our children are adopted from out of country and are using ESL services. It is our strong
belief that masks on teachers and students will greatly inhibit their ability to properly mimic, or
be provided guidance on the proper mouth techniques to learn the English language. Not
learning English will delay their development and their ability to learn. We believe those
negatives greatly outweigh the small risk of the virus to children. One solution does not fit all
for children and we believe parents should be able to make these decisions based on their
child’s specific needs.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

745

This should be the choice of the parents, NOT the schools.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

746

When does it end? We have robbed these kids of 18 months of normal development. Their
mental health is ruined. All because “the science” says a cloth mask will stop them from
getting a disease that is less impactful to them than other respiratory illnesses, including the
flu. Protect those that need to be protected, the elderly and those with other conditions. But
please stop robbing our children of their development. Mandatory masks for kids is a horrible
idea!

8/15/2021 9:27 PM

747

Question 4 is extremely unfair. Those are not the only 3 choices and the 3rd choice is written
in a way that sounds extreme. I support masking for those who want to and are concerned.
Facts... those who are young or vaccinated have a statistically low to null chance of dying
from the vaccine. Yes, sure the number of cases have increased but again from a statistically
significant standpoint the number of deaths in children and the vaccinated is insignificant.
Everyone who wants to be vaccinated who is high risk can. It is recommended for
immunocompromised and pregnant! You can find random cases, but the truth is wearing
masks and quarantine, etc only helps those who chose not to get vaccinated. Let parents
choose what they want. Let our children go to school. Also, stick to your word. Get vaccinated
so we can get back to normal. Tri- County has an excellent vaccine rate. If nothing else, leave
it to the school districts. Please stop trying to make decisions for all three counties that may
not apply to certain schools and situations. My children go to Littleton Academy. Last year
they attended every day of school because the school was allowed to make choices that
differed from other schools. Please, Let us make choices that are best for us. We are a small
community and small school and it is not appropriate to apply a large school mandate to our
school. A lot who oppose are living in fear. Our kids need some sense of normalcy and safety.
The mental health damage from all of the fear over the last year and a half is already evident
and the true impact has not even been realized. Let's try to calm it down a little and not give
into fear. We can be smart and rationale, but not extreme. The CDC is discussing an entire
county (with a much lower vaccination rate than tri- County), let's please consider that when
making this decision. If not clear, I would like the parents to be able to make the decision if
their child should wear a mask or not.

8/15/2021 9:27 PM

748

I am 8. Please make everyone wear masks in schools. I don't want to die from Coronavirus,
and I don't want my parents or grandparents to die because I got Coronavirus from school and
gave it to them. I will get the vaccine as soon as I can.

8/15/2021 9:27 PM

749

Masking should a family choice

8/15/2021 9:26 PM

750

Children continue to fair well against Covid 19. What they do not fair well against in the inability
to normally communicate and interact with other children. The damage we are causing to our
children’s emotional and social development will be devastating. We are creating fear and
losing our right to chose. Every day we chose and make decisions for our children’s well being.

8/15/2021 9:25 PM

751

Ours kids have been forced to wear masks long enough. NO MORE MASKS IN SCHOOLS!!!!

8/15/2021 9:25 PM

752

As an elementary PE teacher in the district and the father of a 1st grader, I’m sad and
disappointed about the mask mandate. I’m not even looking at the science of cloth and paper
masks being useless when it comes to stopping the spread of a virus that is spread with
aerosol particles. The social and psychological damage this does to our children at such is a
crime. Depression is skyrocketing in our children and students. The masks and fear we are
feeding them must stop. All for a disease that 99.99% of elementary age kids will survive with

8/15/2021 9:24 PM
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no ill effects? We never did this for bad flu seasons that had a worse rate. Take off the masks.
They can’t breathe.
753

Mask mandate is needed. School districts aren't mandating them locally for every school
district so our children are endangered.

8/15/2021 9:23 PM

754

It should be left to the parents to decide. If I feel comfortable sending my kids to school
without a mask that’s our choice!

8/15/2021 9:22 PM

755

Kids should be in person learning with no masks. Facial expressions are a huge part of
communication and tells a lot about how the kids are responding to the the lesson. Masks will
do more harm than good.

8/15/2021 9:22 PM

756

I support universal masking as part of a layered mitigation strategy to combat the increasing
spread of new, highly contagious COVID-19 variants. All youth pre-K through 12th grade need
schools to stay healthy and stay open for in-person learning this year. We are in a youth
mental health state of emergency in this state after the last 18 months of extreme stress. We
need to keep kids in school, engaged in normal routines and out of psychiatric and medical
hospital beds. Universal masking for youth pre-K through 12 is critical to this.

8/15/2021 9:22 PM

757

I strongly urge TCHD to mandate a mask order for ALL students in a school setting, but
especially for our youngest students, those under 12, for whom vaccinations are not yet
available. I am appalled at how complacent those in charge have become in regards to masks.
Those of us with children under 12 have been put in a terrible predicament; we know that
nothing has changed from last school year in regards to risk of exposure, we know the science
tells us that mask wearing and social distancing are our best practices to keep our kids safe,
yet our leaders have all but abandoned their duty to protect our children. So those of us who
believe in actual science will choose to mask our children, but masks are not 100% foolproof
and we worry about exposure from other children/adults and ridicule and division amongst
those in their community. And if we have learned anything over the past year and a half, it's
that those who do not support masks and vaccinations in the name of personal freedom are
the same people who do not take this virus seriously, and will therefore send sick children to
school without masks to protect others. Why are we waiting until the casualties are high
enough that they can no longer be ignored? Why are we sending the message to our children
that it was important enough to mask up when the elderly and compromised were in danger of
exposure, but now that they have had the opportunity to be vaccinated we can pretend
everything is normal again? We need to do better by our children. We need to keep them
masked until they have had the same chance to be vaccinated as the rest of us.

8/15/2021 9:21 PM

758

If we want all students to stay in school and keep all students safe then a universal mask
mandate is a necessity. Young children who can not be vaccinated are at high risk of infection
and wearing a mask is a simple way to protect these kids. It’s also important to mandate mask
wearing for middle and high school students since many who are not vaccinated will not wear
masks due to social pressures. This will inevitably lead to large outbreaks in this population.
Wearing a mask is a simple thing we can all do to help end this pandemic.

8/15/2021 9:21 PM

759

Masking is a personal health decision. There are risks and benefits to masking that vary from
person to person. Covid has been around for almost 18 months. We are prepared to make an
informed decision for our family. Thank you

8/15/2021 9:21 PM

760

Wearing a mask does not stop the spread of viruses. There is plenty of evidence to prove it.
Viruses are very small and cloth or paper masks do not prevent it from entering. Masks do
more harm than good when worn all day, again there is evidence to support this. The box of all
masks even say they do not stop the spread of covid/ viruses. After going through a year of
this I have noticed that kids are more anxious, have more headaches, are not focused, starting
to hate really good teachers, do not want to do homework and has become a struggle to get
them to even go. I have also experienced teachers sitting at their desks with no mask yelling
at the kids to put their mask on. Mask wearing is an experiment. Why are you mandating an
experiment on our kids. You are seriously teaching our kids that a mask will save you from the
diseased person next to you. That is what they think now, everyone is diseased and you need
to stay away from them. You are teaching them something that will take years to unteach. You
have no right to do this without any evidence that masks in fact do work. This should be a
parents choice. I am so disappointed in all of this, not one of you are sticking up for theses
kids. This virus does not effect them the way it does our elderly. It is like the flu for them if
anything. The CDC even said that kids are very low in transmission and spreading. Why are
we not listening to them? I really hope you consider what this is doing to the mental health,
social and immune system of our kids.

8/15/2021 9:19 PM
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761

I support masking in the schools and was relieved at the mandatory masking for PreK-6 as I
have two elementary aged children. I believe masking is the most important part of a layered
strategy for our children that are not yet eligible for the vaccine.

8/15/2021 9:19 PM

762

Thank you so much for recommending the mask mandate for Cherry Creek Schools K-6. It is
such a huge relief for me knowing my son will be much more protected now. Thank you!

8/15/2021 9:18 PM

763

With data showing increasing penetration of the Delta variant into younger age groups, I feel
that until the under 12 group has the opportunity to get vaccinated, there should be a mask
mandate in schools.

8/15/2021 9:18 PM

764

A mask should be required in all indoor settings for children of all ages. A mask is an easy
way to prevent disease and/or death. Great care and caution should be taken with these young
lives.

8/15/2021 9:17 PM

765

A mask is a simple way to avoid death for anyone and everyone. Wearing a mask should be
part of everyone’s daily attire during this dangerous pandemic, especially now with the Delta
variant in play.

8/15/2021 9:17 PM

766

There are too many unknowns and too many unvaccinated people in schools to make masks
optional. Wearing masks is an easy, effective way to keep ourselves and our kids safe. As a
middle school teacher, I didn't see any kids struggle to wear masks last year. They all did
great, and we could all easily do it again.

8/15/2021 9:17 PM

767

I would prefer a remote option, similar to last year, as that provided the greatest safety for my
immunocompromised family. At the very least, masks should be considered “part of the school
uniform” for this school year.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

768

The Delta variant of COVID-19 is showing break through infections even in vaccinated
individuals. While vaccinated individuals may have better outcomes, younger children can't yet
get vaccinated and may become infected from vaccinated adults or vaccinated older siblings
attending school unmasked. It is vital schools have universal masking to slow the spread and
severity.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

769

Please institute a mask mandate in all school settings, let’s keep everyone as safe as
possible

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

770

I do not believe in masking young children!

8/15/2021 9:15 PM

771

Considering the current health studies and CDC, student’s learning and mental health is of
greater risk in imposing a mandated mask for children under 11. It should remain parental
decision if children wear a mask.

8/15/2021 9:15 PM

772

It's simple. There's a global pandemic. We should be making the most safe decisions for our
students, educators, and communities. Everyone should wear masks; it simply helps us keep
our germs to ourselves. Make sure every room has both a/c and windows that are open when
possible.

8/15/2021 9:15 PM

773

Masks are interfering with education. Kids are unable to build immune system wearing masks.

8/15/2021 9:14 PM

774

There is a lack of evidence proving that masks significantly lower the risk of contracting
COVID 19. I believe that mask wearing for young children can have negative psychological
impacts.

8/15/2021 9:13 PM

775

Please have Cherry Creek Schools mandate masks for K-12 and have them keep the same
quarantine and social distance guidelines as last year. They also need to have transparent
data regarding the number of students and staff testing positive and quarantined

8/15/2021 9:13 PM

776

Both my children spent time being hospitalized with RSV when they were younger. Without
masks at school, one of us will have to quit our jobs to keep them home. If they get COVID
and RSV, their lungs aren’t strong enough to survive. I work in healthcare and I don’t want to
leave my career at this critical time in the pandemic. Without vaccines for kids under 12,
masks aren’t optional in our world, they are a life saving device.

8/15/2021 9:13 PM

777

Look at the facts. The facts just don’t justify masking up in school. Especially schools in
Arapahoe County where the case load is extremely low. According to the NY Times, the
chances of dying by train crash are 1 in 500,000. According to the census bureau there
656,590 people living in Arapahoe County and according to The NY Times there has been 1
death from Covid-19 in the last 30 days. SO, that means…factually speaking…we in Arapahoe

8/15/2021 9:13 PM
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County have a better chance of dieing in a train crash than we do from Covid-19. So how does
forcing everyone to mask up in schools make sense, based on those facts. On top of that, the
transmission rate from young adults and children just isn’t there. It does not justify mask
mandates. Your job is to provide facts, not opinions. Your job is also to provide information not
regulation. Do not mandate masks. It is not your job and it is not supported by the facts. It is a
parents decision not yours.
778

Mandate masks in school

8/15/2021 9:11 PM

779

I feel strongly kids should return to school wearing masks. We have to keep school open and
kids learning during this challenging time. We don't want to risk school switching to remote,
kids being quarantined, or risking the health of our children and teachers. The Delta variant is
highly transmissible and it would be irresponsible to have 100's of kids in a building and expect
the virus won't spread. Let's mask until more of the population is vaccinated and the Delta
variant isn't surging. This is not a matter of choice or freedom but one of public health and the
well being of our children. My children are vaccinated but as we all know, it's possible to get
the delta variant and transmit it to others. I am the primary caretaker of my elderly parents who
have numerous medical problems that put them at risk. Although they are vaccinated if they
were to get the virus from us it could result in serious illness or death. Let's keep transmission
low by masking and ensure the safety of our kids and the greater community.

8/15/2021 9:11 PM

780

My oldest child as a student in Littleton Public Schools. My youngest is in daycare and her
daycare has been closed since last summer. In an effort to keep them healthy, we did the LPS
online program last year. It is not an option this year. We had no choice but to send my oldest
back. She needs the social interaction. Last year was hard being online with no in-person
interaction. Non-mandatory masks after a year with no illness means the chances of everyone
getting quarantined again on the regular is a very real possibility. And that sends my oldest
back to online schooling. She needs to be around people. She needs her people. We can't do
another year of online school just to keep our household safe. Mandatory masks would allow
us to try to keep our household healthy while allowing my oldest to have a chance at seeing
her people.

8/15/2021 9:10 PM

781

Please do not force our children to wear a mask while in school. The facts show that they are
not at risk.

8/15/2021 9:10 PM

782

Mental and physical health are far worse with masks than COVID risks.

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

783

Masking children in our schools has been proven to have major psychological impacts on their
well being. These impacts, which have been proven, far outweigh any “potential” for COVID 19
transmission. Leave the choice to the parents. Those wishing to make there children can.
Those terrified by the prospect of sending their children into public places have numerous
options for home-schooling.

8/15/2021 9:06 PM

784

With our young children not being able to receive the shot, we as responsible adults need to
protect them. All adults and children need to mask up, to protect our young!!

8/15/2021 9:06 PM

785

Please mandate masks for all due to the spread of the Delta variant. Even vaccinated people
can get it and spread it. Only universal masking will slow this down.

8/15/2021 9:06 PM

786

Please start universal masking for our students. Online learning does not work. If masks will
help us avoid widespread infections and large quarantine ms, we need to mask up our
students!

8/15/2021 9:05 PM

787

We should error on the side of caution and have all individuals in a school wear masks. It has
been proven over the last year masks work. With the delta variant spreading rapidly, kids are
at a higher risk of catching it. Wearing masks is a small concession to keep kids in school and
not shut everything down and go back to remote learning.

8/15/2021 9:01 PM

788

The downside of masking kids far out weigh the benefits! They are at less than 1 percent risk
of serious effects of Covid .

8/15/2021 8:59 PM

789

There are many children who are compromised and at greater risk for more severe symptoms.
ICU beds are filling up. My daughter had a code blue and stopped breathing and put in ICU for
several days. Scariest day of my life. No parent should see their kid in that condition. Masks
are proven to stow the spread and breakthrough infections. By requiring masks school will be
open more rather than closed due to outbreaks.

8/15/2021 8:58 PM

790

This is something that should be left up to the parents discretion. Mandating for all should not

8/15/2021 8:58 PM
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be an option, especially at the elementary level.
791

Ridiculous the children have to wear a mask at school. They are too young.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

792

As a parent and educator, I'm asking you to extend the mask mandate for children under 12 in
accordance with guidance of the CDC and American Academy of Pediatricians. Until they can
be immunized, masks are a critical tool to safeguard the health of students and their families.
Public health depends on all of us in the community to take action. Instituting a mask mandate
for anyone in our Tricounty elementary and middle schools will help us all prevent infections
and interruptions outbreaks cause to the learning environment. Stand with science and
safeguard our community: issue a mask mandate in our public schools.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

793

I believe all schools should mandate masks for everyone indoors until children of all ages have
had the opportunity to be vaccinated. Thank you for taking my comment into consideration.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

794

This should not be mandated.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

795

As the parent of an 11 year old heading into 6th grade, I am deeply concerned about his
exposure to COVID-19 and the potential for extensive community spread. To avoid further
restrictions on businesses and activities, I fully support a mask mandate for teachers, staff,
and students in grade K through 6.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

796

The University College London, Universities of York, Bristol and Liverpool combined to conduct
THE MOST comprehensive study of children and COVID in the World. They were able to
conduct this study as England has one of the most sophisticated socialized medical systems
in the world. The found that 2 in a million (0.0002%) under 18s have a risk of dying of COVID
INCLUDING those with underlying conditions (UCL). As per the CDC the chance of death from
chicken pox (pre 1996 when a vaccine was found) for an under 14 year old was 1 in 100,000
(0.001%). After the vaccine the chance of death from chicken pox is STILL higher than COVID
(CDC).
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/varicella.html#:~:text=The%20fatality%20rate%2
0for%20varicella,per%20100%2C000%20cases%20among%20adults. If for the last 50 years
you have permitted parents to decide what to do with chicken pox it is socially and legislatively
immoral to impose a rule of law on children today. As parents we are vaccinated but see it as
important to the welfare of our children's future to be exposed to this new virus that is here to
stay while it is still safe for them. The reason why we were encouraged to get chicken pox as a
child is because the death rate for adults first getting chicken pox is 21X higher than under 14
(CDC). Those ratios are similar for COVID and it is irresponsible to not permit our children to
build natural immunities to provide for their own future. Please respect a parent's right and
privilege to make THEIR OWN choices in regards to the welfare of their children.

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

797

I am a parent and a teacher in the district. I had more than half my class show up at back to
school without masks! They are gross and kids chew on them. I can’t teach phonics with my
mouth covered. Looking at the data, it is not warranted. Make it a choice!!!

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

798

The health of our children cannot be risked, thank you very much for mandatory masks in
Elementary Schools!

8/15/2021 8:55 PM

799

I am writing you to let you know that I support mandating a mask requirement for all students,
staff and teachers in buildings. As you know, masks will allow us to keep our children in
schools longer and safer. Masks are part of the a layered CoVID plan to protect our children
and our community. You can’t mandate vaccines but you can require masks. We all need our
children to be in-person learning. The mask requirement should be for all K-12, as students
have siblings. Thus this will protect all children and their families. There needs to be a layered
plan for children returning to school. Masks are needed bc there are no other layers in place to
protect the children. At this point in the pandemic, we should be proactive and NOT reactive.
We should not wait for hospital beds to meet capacity to do something about this. We should
not have to wait to see if schools shut down because there’s a CoVID outbreak. We should do
everything we can to keep moving forward as safely and for as long as we can. Please, please
mandate the requirement for masks in K-12 schools for all students, staff and teachers anyone who enters schools. Keep the children who wears masks in in-person schools and
those who don’t want to mask at home. Thank you for your time.

8/15/2021 8:55 PM

800

The science could not be more clear: masks WORK—but only when everyone wears them.
Covid doesn’t read school district boundaries on a map; this needs to come from the agency
responsible for public health in our area. My children have sacrificed too much of their
childhood over the last 18 months to be denied a safe school environment this year. Please,

8/15/2021 8:54 PM
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please, please mandate masks, with the expiration of the mandate tied to a reasonable time
window for kids 5-12 to get fully vaccinated. Anything less is not just unfair—it’s an insult to
the sacrifices our children, teachers, medical providers, and families have made for the last
year and a half.
801

Its not right to force my kid in to a mask especially when covid poses almost no threat to our
children based on the CDC own numbers. Out of the 43 million kids that have got covid only
.008 have been fatally. To my knowledge none of those kids were healthy before geting covid.

8/15/2021 8:51 PM

802

A recent CDC Study showed only a 1.2% Decrease in cases due to mask wearing in
Restaurants, that effect in a school environment does not seem to outway the psychological
trauma nor medical effects of increased C02 levels caused by mask wearing.

8/15/2021 8:51 PM

803

Masking impacts kids learning and mental health by causing kids to fear everything around
them and not trusting people that should be trusting

8/15/2021 8:51 PM

804

I believe a mask mandate is incredibly important for all students from preschool through 12th
grade. In the last two weeks we have attended numerous school events in both APS and
CCSD. The percentage of people wearing a mask remained incredibly low at each of the 4
schools and throughout the many events we have attended. I would estimate the percentage of
masked participants to be fewer than 50% and at the high school, that percentage dropped to
about 5% or less. Without a mandate, students and staff have shown they will not make the
choice to wear a mask even in crowded indoor spaces. Schools have also announced that
they are overlapping strategies to reduce the risk of exposure, however, hundreds of staff,
students, and parents were gathered into gymnasiums without masks while standing shoulder
to shoulder. This is a matter of extreme importance because not only are people under the age
of 12 not eligible to receive the vaccine, but many people within our community live with
compromised immune systems and will be put in great danger of the virus is not controlled to
the best of our ability. We have watched around the nation as schools have opened and health
care systems have become overwhelmed and unable to provide care to those in need. We
have the opportunity to learn from their mistakes and do better. Without a mandate, schools
will be forced to shut down causing a greater burden to the educational system. It is time to
take the advice of doctors, medical professionals and scientists as they are the experts in this
area and the ones with the education and expertise to point us in the right direction. No agency
should give into pressure from those that lack the knowledge and experience to make such an
important decision. I am thankful for the mandate for preschool-6th. It is time to protect the
students in 7-12 as well since the majority of them are attending school without a mask and
are placed in very high risk situations. In one case, a high school student attended class
unmasked after other household members had recently tested positive. This situation is not
uncommon and for this reason, the mandate must be extended through the entire school
system.

8/15/2021 8:50 PM

805

I think it is absolutely ridiculous that they are making these children wear masks, seriously for
what reason.

8/15/2021 8:50 PM

806

I support continuing to allow parents to decide for their children regarding masking. Children are
still very low risk of contracting COVID, and the year+ of masking and social distancing has
already negatively impacted their overall immune health and mental well-being.

8/15/2021 8:50 PM

807

Wearing masks in school has made me very depressed. I will not go to school in a mask again
this year.

8/15/2021 8:50 PM

808

Masks should NOT be required for kids in school. Kids need to see other people’s faces and
expressions and not be confined. Masks hurt their morale and self confidence. The odds of
children having serious complications from Covid are very very low. The odds of children being
hindered psychologically are much higher. Please do not require masks. Our children deserve
better.

8/15/2021 8:46 PM

809

No children should be wearing masks. They are not at high risk of infection or death. The flu is
still more dangerous and we never masked them then. Last year children 11 and under didn’t
need to wear masks per cdc recommendations but we still made our children wear them. They
missed out on social interactions with peers and teachers. We need to get back to normal and
let our children be children and not be confined under a mask all day.

8/15/2021 8:46 PM

810

As a retired Teacher I do not support masking in schools . In a recent article published
5/1/2021 by Swiss Policing Reasearch it concluded: Face masks in the general population
might be effective, at least in some circumstances, but there is currently little to no evidence

8/15/2021 8:45 PM
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supporting this proposition. If the coronavirus is indeed transmitted via indoor aerosols, face
masks are unlikely to be protective. Health authorities should therefore not assume or suggest
that face masks will reduce the rate or risk of infection. I don't believe that a group of parents
in the Cherry Creek School District should have an influence on the Tri County Health Board's
decision to force students to wear Masks. That decision should come from the elected group
of Cherry Creek School Board members. Thank You.
811

Children should absolutely NOT have to wear masks at school. There is a 99.8% survival rate
for people under the age of 20. Why would our young people be forced to wear masks and risk
learning facial communication skills and cues with peers and teachers alike; Feel lonely or
isolated because they can't see a teachers smile? Have a hard time connecting with other
children or making friends because their faces are covered? My children will not wear masks to
school. There are too many other risks at stake, a 99.8% curable sickness for this age group
is not one of them.

8/15/2021 8:44 PM

812

Fear of a virus that is less deadly than the seasonal flu has driven a paranoia in adults that is
now negatively affecting our children. There are dozens of scientific studies that clearly show
"masks do not present a significant effect in interrupting the spread of an influenza virus in the
general population or within the ranks of health care workers." (Centre for Evidence-Based
Medicine at Oxford University). In 2010 Cambridge University found, "There is little evidence to
support the effectiveness of face masks to reduce infection." The New England Journal of
Medicine reported as recently as May 2020 that "wearing a mask outside health care facilities
offers little, if any, protection from infection. In many cases, the desire for widespread masking
is a reflexive reaction to anxiety over the pandemic." Fear of a virus that poses almost no
threat to them is abuse. To make a child wear a mask all day and for them to be constantly
breathing through sweat and dirt and recycled air, as well as thinking about keeping it over their
nose (and teachers becoming face mask monitors instead of educators), is abusive. What
damage does it do to cover a child's face all day? What does it do to a child to live in fear that
everyone around them is sick or could make them sick? What about the health effects of
breathing through a dirty mask all day? What does it do to a child's developing immune
system? What does it do to a child when they cannot see facial expressions? How does it
impact a child's ability to read, socialize, participate, and communitate? Ad Populum is a
logical fallacy that wants everyone to believe that what's popular is right. Well, masking
children is wrong. What's popular is not always right. Stand up for children and their freedom . .
. to breath and to learn.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

813

When considering children and minors are not allowed to make many decisions for themselves
including personal or public safety decisions (buying /consuming alcohol, buying cigarettes,
etc.) why would we as a community expect that they would follow only a recommendation of
the TCHD? Especially if there is no enforcement or direct consequences to not wearing a
mask? The only way we can keep minors safe is by a mandate which would give teachers,
staff and schools some ability of ensuring all kids and staff are following the CDC guidance.
Masks are only a small part of a multi layered approach to stop the spread, but is very integral
step given the low vaccinated rates and ability to get vaccinated at this time. Please don’t
allow parents have the power to make decisions at their own discretion that affect other
people’s minor children’s health and not just their own.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

814

No masks please. It’s not natural and counter productive. Let’s not stifle our children’s
breathing.

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

815

While I thank you for mandating masks k-6, it is not enough! Masks must be mandated for all
of our students in order to keep our community safe. Please mandate masks for all students
and safe k-12! Thank you

8/15/2021 8:40 PM

816

As a mother to two elementary school students in Littleton Public Schools, I support
mandatory masking in schools. My children are too young to be vaccinated and are therefore
the most vulnerable to exposure. Data has proven that masks work. Please don’t
unnecessarily expose our children to this deadly virus.

8/15/2021 8:39 PM

817

Protect our children AND each other by following CDC recommendations- MASKS, social
distancing, hand washing & sanitizing, contact tracing and vaccinations as soon as possible!

8/15/2021 8:34 PM

818

We are fine with masks required in school HOWEVER DO NOT cancel activities, sports,
dances/prom or in person school. Our kids can’t handle it any longer. They have to be in
school and they to have the total experience with all activities

8/15/2021 8:31 PM

819

I do not feel like schools should mandate masks. It should be a choice

8/15/2021 8:31 PM
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820

Masks have been proven to be an effective layer of protection against the spread of covid.
They worked last year and will do the same this year. The delta variant is far more contagious,
and for that reason we should maintain all protocols that were put in place last year. We should
be doing more, not less, when dealing with a strain stronger than the previous one. Our
children need all the protection that they can get. Our children deserve to be able to attend
school in person, with the least amount of disruption as possible. Mask mandates will help to
acheive that.

8/15/2021 8:27 PM

821

When I went to take pictures for IDs, and get my schedule for school, many people my age
and other ages were not wearing a mask. It made me feel uncomfortable because me and my
family were some of the only people wearing one. My grandma has cancer, and if one member
of my family gets COVID, she is at severe risk of dying. I have lost a family member already
this year and I don’t think I can handle the pain of losing another one. If everyone else had to
wear a mask, it would make me, my friends my family feel safer attending school.

8/15/2021 8:26 PM

822

With a nursing background of over 30 years do not feel data supports masking for children.
Have grandchildren and there masks are wet and they have holes in them by the end of day.
Have one that is crying about having to wear a mask. Says he hates school. He had always
loved school before. I support those parents that want their kids to wear a mask but feel it
should be a parent choice as there is no data supporting the danger to healthy children at this
point. I feel mental health is as important.

8/15/2021 8:25 PM

823

Masking children does more damage than good to them. To eliminate facial expression, which
is recognized even in infancy, is to eliminate natural, healthy human socialization, love and
care. As a psychology major, I know that this has been extensively proven. I am not certain
why a school district would even consider it. This is not even to mention the difficulty in
children learning language when they cannot even see their teachers face. I have seen
absolutely no science to support this mandate. We are a free country, and should not be
binding our children because of our fears. They are paying the price. Teachers that are afraid
should be vaccinated. This virus has been shown to not affect children. It is fear driven to put
masks on them and completely unacceptable for educational institutions to do this in the face
of zero scientific backing and considering the statistical proof that suicide rates, anxiety, and
unhealthy markers are elevated in children today as a result of fear driven mask mandates on
our precious children. Our institutions are being supported by our tax dollars and they need to
take heed of the growing resentment and discontent amongst parents of school-aged children
today. I am very disappointed in the poor decision making of the Cherry Creek school district in
response to Covid.

8/15/2021 8:23 PM

824

I feel that it is up to each family to choose to mask or not! I do NOT want the government
restricting my parental freedom to make decisions for my own family! NO TO MASKED
MANDATE FOR ANY AGE PERSON!

8/15/2021 8:23 PM

825

I’m 99.75 years young and I support masking in all indoor school setting for the health and
safety of my neighbors children

8/15/2021 8:21 PM

826

Masks should be mandated in all public schools. They are an important layer of protection, and
in my opinion the most important, in preventing the spread of Covid. While those 12 and older
are eligible for vaccinations, they may not all get it, which poses a threat to their peers and
potentially the siblings of those peers. The best prevention is mask mandates in all grades. If
someone does not want their child wearing a mask, online schooling is an option. As an adult,
I have to wear a mask when I report to my office, however if I telework from home, I have the
freedom to work without a mask on. The same option is available in a school setting.

8/15/2021 8:21 PM

827

Masks should be required of anyone entering a school building.

8/15/2021 8:21 PM

828

As per the science covid does not affect kids anymore than the flu. Kids do not carry the
same viral load as an adult and are less likely to transmit covid. Masks have repeated been
shown ineffective to stopping covid and drastically affect learning while causing the students
more stress, anxiety. All these kids then go home and play sports, go to parties, go on trips,
etc with there friends. There are no mask mandates currently for indoor concerts, bars, etc. No
reason to mask a child

8/15/2021 8:20 PM

829

There is zero statistical info proving extended mask wearing has any preventive benefit.
Masks are hiding, not sharing and learning. Criminals wear masks to hide their identity.

8/15/2021 8:18 PM

830

Why would you try to mask children under the age of 5 years? There’s no way you can keep a
mask on a child that age for 8- 10 hours while in child care. Why do you think very few people

8/15/2021 8:18 PM
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are flying with children under 5? I haven’t seen anyone flying with 2-3 year olds and rarely
anyone age 4. This is child abuse.
831

Masks for all

8/15/2021 8:17 PM

832

I am the parent of an LPS student. When considering a mask mandate for students and staff
in schools, please listen to the scientists and health experts. Please follow the science to
keep our students safe. Please follow the guidelines of health officials, and not the loudest
people with an opinion. This is not about opinions. This is about science and keeping our
students in the classrooms. Thank you.

8/15/2021 8:17 PM

833

Don’t mask our children.

8/15/2021 8:16 PM

834

I do not agree with the mask mandate and believe it should be parents choice. If the mask
mandate was not in effect there should also be no quarantine rules in affect. The quarantine
rules should be for sick people, not well people that may or may not have CV19. Masking is
causing much unnecessary stress in many parents, students, and school staff. The mental
health repercussions are not being measured and this should be even more of a concern than
CV19. Do no enforce masking of any sort. Do not enforce quarantines of any sort. Stop basing
your guidance metrics on incidents instead of hospitalizations. Request a change with CDPHE
and CDC for the metric of the "red" level to something higher than .001, that is a ridiculous
number and completely unreasonable especially when only measuring cases. Take into
account mental health and ask yourself if this makes sense. Think logically about the data you
are reporting and compare it with cancer, flu, or heart disease.

8/15/2021 8:14 PM

835

All schools should follow best health practices from WHO regarding masks..everyone in
schools wear them!!!!’

8/15/2021 8:12 PM

836

At some point we’ve got to move forward, to allow a return to normalcy for the emotional and
psychological health of these kids. Adults can be much more trusted with keeping mask
hygiene in place. Kids shouldn’t have to. I am vaccinated and there’s nothing political about
this for me. Masks interfere with social cues and connection and are of little to no use when
not worn properly or taken off and set down on otherwise less than clean surfaces. There will
always be risks. Flu etc, and we have never masked or required kids to do so.

8/15/2021 8:12 PM

837

1. Masking is obsolete because both vulnerable populations and the general population have
access to a safe and effective vaccine from COVID. K-12 is not a vulnerable population 2.
Part of school education is learning how to read a human face. Masks hinder this. 3. Masks
are an unnecessary obstacle and distraction in the education of our children. They are
uncomfortable and make it difficult for kids to focus on the task at hand. 4. Those who feel
that a mask is necessary for the safety of their family still have the option of sending their
child in whatever face covering they feel is necessary. They also have access to quality virtual
education through Cherry Creek’s online program.

8/15/2021 8:06 PM

838

Masking kids in schools is not helping- we masked all year last year and still had kids getting
sick and forcing quarantines. Wearing a mask will not stop covid. We have seen that. We
shouldn’t be looking at number of cases but at how covid affects kids. The data will show that
kids are not getting hit hard by covid. Sure they account for cases, but the majority are mild or
asymptomatic. The flu is more harmful to kids if you look at the data yet we do not mask for
that. Families should maintain the right to choose what is best for their kids.Thank you.

8/15/2021 8:05 PM

839

If there’s is any INTEGRITY left.. mask are useless. Stop harming our children!! DO the right
thing. Covid for some is painful and even death. 😢. I trust sci nice and the survival rate IS 99
percent. Stop the mad max non sense!

8/15/2021 8:05 PM

840

Please listen to the science. We are educating kids, lead by example

8/15/2021 8:03 PM

841

Dear Tri-County Health Department Board of Health, As parents of two children that attend
Littleton Public Schools and concerned members of this community, we are writing in strong
support of a mask mandate for public schools. Our oldest son, who is 12, was vaccinated as
soon as he was eligible to protect himself and others. Our youngest son, who is 10, is not
eligible to be vaccinated and we are very concerned about his exposure to COVID-19 without a
mask mandate. Unfortunately, Littleton Public Schools has made clear to our community that
in the absence of a mask mandate from the State or Tri-County Health they will not impose a
mandate for any students, even those that cannot be vaccinated. Furthermore, Littleton Public
Schools ended the virtual school that they set up for families last year, so we and other
families who are concerned about sending our elementary-age students to school when others
do not have to wear a mask have no safe educational alternatives for our children. Finally, at

8/15/2021 8:03 PM
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my son's elementary, they got rid of desks this year and replaced them with group work tables,
so he cannot even maintain 3 feet from other students that are not required to mask. One of us
is an immunocompromised adult due to chronic auto-immune disease. The other is a
respiratory therapist that has been working in local hospitals since November of last year and
has seen firsthand the devastation that COVID-19 causes on individuals and families. Our
entire family takes the risks of COVID-19 very seriously. We have diligently followed all CDC
and Tri-County Health guidelines throughout the last 18 months including limiting exposure to
others, taking vaccines when available, and masking in public, even now. We understand that
some people want to believe that we can put this pandemic behind us, but unfortunately, the
current data and disease spread in this State and this country tells us that is not the case. We
wish that elected officials, including our school board, had the political courage to do the right
thing to protect children who are vulnerable to the Delta variant and cannot get vaccinated. We
will definitely keep that top of mind this November. However, in the absence of their willingness
to act this community needs you to act to protect the most vulnerable members of our
community - our children and immunocompromised adults. Please vote to instate a mask
mandate for public school children today. Thank you for your time and consideration.
842

Masks are child abuse. No one should have to breath in their carbon dioxide.

8/15/2021 8:03 PM

843

Until I have the option to vaccinate my 8yo son, I want masks mandated in elementary
schools. Once vaccinations are widely available for children, someone else’s choice to NOT
vaccinate won’t be nearly as terrifying.

8/15/2021 8:02 PM

844

Please enforce a mask mandate for students.

8/15/2021 8:01 PM

845

I am the parent to 2 children attending public school. Our youngest is 8 and the pandemic
started when she was 6. Since that time she has endured countless changes during her
formative years. There is a noticeable difference between our children and their socialization
skills. Our older daughter is engaged and empathetic whereas our youngest does not
comprehend basic social cues. The idea of mandating the masking of children is not backed
by data and is harmful to the development of children. Tri-County Health should direct their
efforts towards vaccination campaigns and work with families to come up with plans for those
who cannot get vaccinated instead of doing this to the entire community. Additionally, the
health department should highlight the positive side of the situation (high vaccination rates,
fewer deaths, hospitals not overrun) instead of fear mongering.

8/15/2021 7:59 PM

846

As a medical professional with grandchildren in CCSD I strongly advocate that we follow
science AND PROTECT OUR CHILDREN! Masks are an easy way to do this! The more
people who chose to mask will be reflected in the lowering of Covid cases and it will SAVE
LIVES!!! Please let’s do away with politics and follow science. Let’s mask and care for each
other! Let’s follow the advice of the CDC and our local health officials and doctors!

8/15/2021 7:59 PM

847

No masks!! The data does not support wearing masks!!

8/15/2021 7:59 PM

848

There is no scientific or fact based data to support a mask mandate. It should be a choice and
up to the parents and child To decide if a mask is appropriate.

8/15/2021 7:57 PM

849

Please let these children live their lives normally! Masks are way worse than COVID-19.

8/15/2021 7:56 PM

850

Masks are a vital component to preventing the spread of the virus.

8/15/2021 7:56 PM

851

I am a teacher at Euclid and find the no mask mandate a huge oversight by the district. I feel
incredibly unsafe and I am fully vaccinated. We should be erring on the side of caution and
protection for our kids. We need to make this a mandate now!!!

8/15/2021 7:55 PM

852

Masks are a personal choice

8/15/2021 7:53 PM

853

No masks — they are not scientifically proven to work !

8/15/2021 7:51 PM

854

Please allow freedom of choice for children to be masked or unmasked. The children should be
allowed to unmask for mental, physical, and educational health. Mandating masks for 6+ hours
will hurt them in more ways than one.

8/15/2021 7:49 PM

855

Please stop torturing our children by making them wear a mask! If we are going to follow the
"science" then it's well documented that children don't transmit or get this virus, especially the
younger ones. These kids are suffering when they wear masks breathing in bacteria and
having headaches , trouble breathing, acne (more proof of bacteria), sinus infections, sore
throats, etc. Kids need to breath and be free.

8/15/2021 7:48 PM
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856

Masks should be mandated for all students. Look where the ‘honor system’ of unvaccinated
people should wear masks has gotten us

8/15/2021 7:45 PM

857

I work at a high school in APS, and it would be slightly generous to say 25% of staff and
students have been wearing masks. In top of that we know of at least one student with
multiple family members having tested positive that came to school with no mask. Despite it
being “highly recommended” very few staff and students have masks. In our school only a
handful of students opted to stay remote. This means classes are as full as they’ve always
been with little to no social distancing. I’m a higher risk individual that is vaccinated, but there
are no longer accommodations for staff in high risk categories. Without accommodations and
with little mask use I’m concerned about my ability to stay safe and can’t afford to quit my job.

8/15/2021 7:45 PM

858

Given the significant and negative impact that masking and virtual classrooms had on our
children last year both physically and psychologically and as the parent of five CCSD
students, I am strongly against forced masking. People who are concerned or have underlying
considerations should absolutely have the option to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 7:44 PM

859

Although I am vaccinated, most of my younger siblings can not so, they are at a huge risk for
covid. If I were to get the virus, I could potentially bring it back to my family which could cause
them to get seriously sick. My dad also works for a school and already within the first day,
someone who was exposed to covid came to school without a mask and since my dad has a
weak immune system it has been nerve wrecking knowing that people are going to school
without masks.

8/15/2021 7:43 PM

860

We have too many students to even try to distance them, so masks will help keep all our high
school students safer.

8/15/2021 7:42 PM

861

After 18+ months of studying the COVID-19 strain of the coronavirus we have much more
knowledge today than we did when this started. Research has begun producing results, and we
have seen how this virus affects people. Since this information is public knowledge I feel that
it should be left up the individual as to what they need to do in order to mitigate their exposure.
While some are more susceptible to health issues, many are not, including children. We have
the information to make and informed decision about what is best for our particular
circumstance, as we do everyday when we weigh things such as driving, eating certain foods,
etc. Mandating masks is not only not rooted in solid scientific evidence and anecdotally we
saw it do little last year, and not a good strategy. It also helps perpetuate the idea that we
should always be fearful to our children will will be losing out on many important aspects of
their childhood. Finally, when you have a warm, moist environment with little fresh air, that
makes a prime location for other more serious bacteria to find their way into our children s
body. Cloth masks have never been shown to be effective, especially I places where you are
allowed to touch your mask constantly and remove it constantly to eat, drink, or catch your
breath. This is why I have chosen to reject this as a solid mitigation tactic. You add that to the
various therapeutics that we now have and we have a strong case against such harsh
measures. I love the fact that I get to weigh risk and makes decisions for myself everyday, I
ask that we continiue to extend that right to families. If you would like to send your child to
school with a mask great, if not, also great. Let s teach our children that we have love
everyone despite our differences and let people make their own choices. If people are afraid of
getting sick from interacting with other people, by all means they are welcome to do whatever
they wish the reduce their exposure but it is wholly irresponsible to hold others to your
standards based on your fear. Please make the right decision in allowing individuals make their
own choices.

8/15/2021 7:41 PM

862

I am grateful the board of health recommended requiring masks. The delta variant is spreading
rapidly and many schools are not offering virtual options, making it hard to keep unvaccinated
children safe.

8/15/2021 7:38 PM

863

Masks on children has been proven as a detriment to there health causing hypercapnia or
breathing in excessive co2. Masks on children can also cause psychological harm by muting
facial expressions resulting in robotic and emotionless interactions.

8/15/2021 7:38 PM

864

If masks work, then why are they sold in gas stations for $1.00? Why do they all say “nonmedical” and have warnings that they don’t stop viruses? If they actually worked, then these
warnings wouldn’t be on the packaging. They’re on the packaging because they don’t want to
be sued when they don’t work. Kids need to see expressions on adults faces. How can
children learn to read without seeing a mouth move? The decision to mask needs to be up to
the parents. Period.

8/15/2021 7:36 PM
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865

Not everyone values health more than they value freedom

8/15/2021 7:35 PM

866

As a teacher in 6th grade, I see many students who are not old enough to be vaccinated, and
they have no way to social distance in class sizes of 32. Multiply that class size times 7 per
day. They are exposing each other and staff who can't be vaccinated. Exposure would be
greatly limited with masking. I am vaccinated, but choose to also mask, as I am fearful of
exposing my vulnerable family members to Covid.

8/15/2021 7:32 PM

867

First I would just like to say that making a mask requirement 2 days before the start of school
is rather surprising and disappointing. The orginal decision to leave the choice up to the parent
was and is the only right thing to do! Our family has very firm religious beliefs and being forced
to wear a mask over our face goes against them. We were lucky enough to have the ability to
homeschool last year but, can not afford to continue that for another year and honestly, we feel
that we shouldn't have to. Private schools are completely our of our range and we feel that we
shouldn't have to pay thousands of dollars to have our beliefs considered and respected. Our
children have the right to a free education and the freedom to practice our religious/personal
beliefs without discrimination. I am asking that children and families are granted an exemption
from masking their faces, much like the exemption already provided for their immunizations.
Our family truly appreciates the CCSD community and all they do for these kids. We hope
there will be a comprise to this difficult situation and please understand we only want what is
best for our children in the long run. We all have our own opinions and beliefs and we should all
have the FREEDOM to make our own choices. We will leave it in Gods hands, blessings to
you.

8/15/2021 7:32 PM

868

I believe every parent should have the ability to make the best choice for their child. Mandates
either way do not support children or parents needs.

8/15/2021 7:32 PM

869

Stop abusing the kids!!!

8/15/2021 7:31 PM

870

Please mandate masks in schools where children 11 and younger are attending. My 3 children
sacrificed a whole lot last year for the benefit of their loved ones, adults in their lives and the
vulnerable geriatric population I serve at work until these adults had the opportunity to be
vaccinated. I ask that we, as a community, return the favor and mask up inside until my
children have the same opportunity for a vaccine. Also, the thought of frequently interrupted
school time due to unnecessary exposure is detrimental to the mental health of our whole
family and our community at large. Thank you for your time.

8/15/2021 7:31 PM

871

Work in the schools and want everyone to be safe

8/15/2021 7:30 PM

872

Everyone should have mask

8/15/2021 7:30 PM

873

I have 3 children who are not vaccinated. I want to protect them and the only way to do that
until they can be vaccinated is to have ALL kids wear masks . At back to school event my son
was the only 3rd grader in his class of 22 kids in a mask. How is that going to protect him?
Please help keep our kids safe until they can be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 7:30 PM

874

Masks for unvaccinated students should be mandatory. Vaccinated students should show
proof of vaccination. Those without proof should require masks.

8/15/2021 7:29 PM

875

Please keep our students, teachers, and families safe by requiring masks in school. Masks
work. We are in a pandemic and have seen the fallout in other states from not taking
appropriate precautions. It's frightening that the loud voices of mask wearing opposition appear
to be more important than childrens' lives. Until entire families that wish to get vaccinated have
the ability to do so, masks really need to be there to protect those families that are doing their
best to keep their families safe.

8/15/2021 7:28 PM

876

I am an eighth grade student with 2 siblings one who is 6 and one who is 1 I am currently
vaccinated but they can’t be I could still contract the virus and give it to them for their safety
and mine I feel that we should put a mask mandate in place not just to protect my family but
families like ours

8/15/2021 7:25 PM

877

Masking our children is CHILD ABUSE!!!!!!

8/15/2021 7:22 PM

878

As a parent of a 6 year old who is not eligible for a vaccine and with the recent spikes in
cases, I encourage and support mandates to be in place for masks to help reduce the risk
children contracting and/or spreading covid to others.

8/15/2021 7:11 PM

879

As a parent of 2 elementary aged Children I feel strongly that masks need to be mandatory in
schools until the new variants are less prevalent and until younger children are eligible for the

8/15/2021 7:10 PM
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vaccine. As a middle school teacher I feel that masks should be mandatory for all students
who are not vaccinated at this time. Even with masks last year my clases were continuously
directly affected by multiple outbreaks! Also, I teach students ages 10-14 and don’t want to be
responsible for determining who does and does not need to be wearing a mask!
880

Kids do not need mask. Coronavirus is not killing children hardly at all. The flu kills more. The
mask are not good for them.

8/15/2021 7:09 PM

881

The goal is not to have freedom and not to wear masks—instead the goal is to keep kids in
classrooms. Masks are essential to smooth operating of schools, especially since our school
has already said they will not provide remote options if quarantined. Last year my son was
exposed twice and lost 30 days in the classroom. Equity is masking until everyone has the
opportunity to be vaccinated which in this scenario means masking until kids under 12 are
eligible. Our principal has already said she will not require masks unless it is mandated by
public health order. Please help us keep our kids in the classroom and healthy!

8/15/2021 7:08 PM

882

Please review the studies done on the ineffectiveness of face masks done by Stanford
University. We need to follow actual science not spread fear in our population.

8/15/2021 7:07 PM

883

Please let masks be a choice.

8/15/2021 7:04 PM

884

We have to keep children in school and right now, the best way to do that is through masking.

8/15/2021 7:03 PM

885

Especially for all children without the option to be vaccinated, but also to protect all students
from the Delta variant, and other unknown variants, we should move immediately back to
every student, staff, and volunteer wearing masks while inside schools, buses, and all
enclosed places used for education and sport.

8/15/2021 7:03 PM

886

We are already seeing outbreaks around the country in school districts that have reopened
without universal mask mandates. The CDC recommends that *all* people — including
vaccinated people — wear masks in counties with high or substantial transmission rates,
which Arapahoe County qualifies as. To only mandate for PK-6 only provides partial protection,
especially for families who may have children in upper and lower grades. If unmasked, older
children can easily become infected with the quickly spreading delta variant and bring it home
to their family members. A lack of consistency sends a confusing message. Either we follow
the science and recommendations from the CDC or we don’t. Last school year, Tri-County
Health and the Cherry Creek School District had a mask mandate and even had other metrics
in place to prevent and contain viral spread, with one of the main levers being a positivity rate
of 5%. At this point in time, our state positivity rate is above that. So what’s changed since
last year in terms of protecting those who cannot get the vaccine — or even protecting the
vaccinated from breakthrough infections or from carrying it home to others? A lack of mandate
will also add peer pressure and opportunity for bullying in upper grade levels. A student may
want to do the right thing and keep their mask on, but with social pressure, will they acquiesce
to taking it off for fear of being made fun of, and what happens if their masks are forcibly pulled
off? It is obvious that the Cherry Creek Schools superintendent will not take responsibility for
the safety of his students, and he is putting the onus on Tri-County Health to mandate masks
so he doesn’t have to take the heat. I implore you to be brave enough to protect our students
and mandate face masks for students. Let’s make sure our area sees what’s happening
elsewhere right now and learns from it, instead of other districts (and our parents) seeing our
suffering and wondering why we didn’t do something when we could’ve.

8/15/2021 7:00 PM

887

If even 1% of the children who contract COVID need hospitalization, our hospitals will be over
capacity within days or weeks. What then? Children currently receiving life-saving cancer
treatments, kids with emergencies for asthma (our air quality hasn’t been exactly stellar) or
diabetes, and kids who fall off the monkey bars and break their arms - who will treat them? The
real consequences of not issuing a mask mandate could be quite catastrophic for kids with
and without COVID. Not to mention the mental health consequences of missing school due to
case surges. Have we stopped caring about youth depression and suicide? I know there are
parents who want to choose for their child. And 99.9% of the time I agree with this philosophy.
But we need to do something right now that goes against some of our own fundamental beliefs
to save the lives of countless children. In the end, who dies if we mask? Who dies if we don’t?
Please - safety has to be our number one priority in school. If it isn’t, what is? I hope that if
mask mandates aren’t selected, the board will articulate what is their #1 priority.

8/15/2021 6:56 PM

888

It says on the packaging of any mask, cloth or polypropylene, that it DOES NOT prevent
transmission of infections diseases including COVID. Masks cause anxiety in kids and grown
ups, and even in therapy dogs. Kids don’t learn well when they don’t see facial expressions,

8/15/2021 6:52 PM
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can’t hear half of what the teacher or a classmate is saying in the mask. Studies show that
transmission of COVID has been the same in countries around the world and counties with and
without mask mandates. Our children are made to believe in masks as if it was some remedy.
Masks give false sense of security. Kids touch their faces with hands more often when they
wear masks. Kids immune system becomes compromised when they breath through the mask
instead of breathing clean fresh air. Transmission of infection is the same whether people do or
don wear masks.
889

The CDC and the NIH paid to have studies done on the effectiveness of masks in reducing the
spread of viruses. The studies came back with the results that masks were completely
INEFFECTIVE in reducing transmission. Furthermore other studies have shown that mask
wearing is detrimental to the wearer - especially children. Just because the CDC does not
follow the science they paid to have done does not mean my kids should have their oxygen
deprived for hours per day. I myself and many other parents stand together in saying if a mask
mandate is passed again we will pull our kids out of the school system and happily home
school them in an environment that cares for their health.

8/15/2021 6:50 PM

890

My children. My choice. There MUST be exemptions for parents who are against masking
children. Consider jeffcos exemption options.

8/15/2021 6:49 PM

891

Masking students should be up to each family and not the school district.

8/15/2021 6:47 PM

892

Thank you for holding this meeting and for soliciting comments from the public on this subject.
We live within an extended family household in the Cherry Creek School District. Our
grandchild is a student at one of the CCSD elementary schools, and has a primary immune
deficiency, as does another, older family member. Both are particularly vulnerable to respiratory
infections. Although the district offers it, our student is not a candidate for online learning –
they need to be able to attend school in person. In the absence of a mask mandate, that would
not have been possible. We can attest that all four points comprising Tri-County’s rationale for
considering a mask mandate – protecting our unvaccinated students, secondary spread,
enhanced in-person learning, and reduced mental health stress – are very real concerns that
can be positively impacted by adopting a mask mandate in our schools. The Delta Covid
variant has only recently emerged and much is yet to be learned about it. Its apparently higher
transmissibility and increased levels of pediatric infection are both alarming at this point, and
should be treated very seriously until more is known. From a risk management perspective, it
seems too early to accurately assess the level of risk which it poses to our schools and
community – there are key uncertainties surrounding both the severity of potential
consequences and the likelihood of their occurrence. Both the low costs and the effectiveness
of a mask mandate argue strongly in favor of its adoption as a key risk management strategy
at this time. Thank you very much for your consideration. Steve Kleespie

8/15/2021 6:46 PM

893

Please support science and protect the spread and health of our community by mandating
masks for unvaccinated and all students 11 and under who are not able to vaccinate.

8/15/2021 6:45 PM

894

I am in support of masking in schools. Especially for students who are ineligible for the
vaccine or unvaccinated by choice. I think all staff and visitors should be required as well.
Choice is great in theory but the only way to truly maximize the effectiveness of masks to
protect the unvaccinated is if everyone wears masks.

8/15/2021 6:44 PM

895

These are not your children! Parents have the God given right to raise their children making
decisions as to what is in the best interest of their own child. As a retired CCSD Kindergarten
Teacher, I know 1st hand, the importance of facial expressions in children in mental health and
social development. Please follow the Data and the Facts! This is the United States of
America where personal choice is sacred. Parents must be given the choice as to whether or
not their child needs to wear a mask!

8/15/2021 6:44 PM

896

Please consider a mask mandate to protect our kids and others from getting sick.

8/15/2021 6:44 PM

897

I feel that masks are very important for schools! Especially for students and unvaccinated
staff!

8/15/2021 6:41 PM

898

Your job is to protect us all. Those who wont be considerate of others and refuse to take the
pandemic seriously, and think a mask infringes upon their rights , Shouldn't be the dominant
voice . Too many people have worked hard and been conscientious about getting a vaccine
because we care about humanity.MAsks should be mandatory in public schools and public
areas with the delta vain raging and the lambda following on it's heels. There will be more
variants until the majority of people are immunized. Immunization is what contained polio, the

8/15/2021 6:38 PM
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measles etc. I don't want to see these kids have t do online learning. It isn't as successful as
in person learning.
899

As a parent of a second grader who has been in school for 1.5 days, in a tiny classroom with
26 peers, and has developed worsening cold symptoms today, Sunday, I feel strongly that
students who are not yet eligible for a vaccine should be masked. I also have a kindergartener
who starts Monday. Both of my children had no problems masking last year in preschool and
first grade and are developmentally and academically on track entering this school year. Once
preschool mandated masks, we also stopped the parade of illness into and through our
household. I am also a teacher and these ideas floating around that typically-developing kids
are somehow harmed by the presence of masks has in no way been my experience. I
understand choice, but without a vaccine available to young children, others’ choices do
impact my kids. We vaccinate our kids against the flu and will vaccinate them against covid,
but in the meantime, I implore our schools to mandate masks for the unvaccinated in the
presence of kids under 12.

8/15/2021 6:38 PM

900

I strongly support a mask mandate for students inside a building. While my husband and I are
vaccinated, our two young children are not, and cannot be at this time. Studies have shown
that children do contract COVID-19, they do suffer symptoms, and they do continue to pass it
along to others - potentially to other sections of the population who are at greater risk for
serious symptoms or death. There are also increasing cases of child hospitalizations and
deaths. There are no studies on the long-term effects of contracting COVID-19 on a child's
body - we do not know what kind of long-term health impacts they may have from contracting
this virus. I believe adults need to make the best decisions to keep children safe, and that
includes a mask mandate inside school buildings. Asking a child to wear one, and explaining
to them the reasons is just not good enough. Hopefully you all have a small child in your life,
did at one time, or have a family friend with one - try asking them to do something when not
everyone of their friends is doing it. Yes, there may be bullying - there will also be peer
pressure, either spoken or subtle. For children who are over-the-top excited to see friends
again and physically be in school, asking them to wear something that they know they don't
*have* to do, and not all of their friends is doing, is downright impossible. And impossible for
parents to "police" since we are not at the school. It is absolutely not fair for teachers to have
to help police an optional face mask request. If it's mandatory, there is no question about who
should be wearing one and who shouldn't. Finally, following a summer of travel, friends, and
different social "bubbles", we have now thrown hundreds of students into school buildings with
very little space between them. All of those germs, viruses, and bacteria a student was
exposed to the last few weeks are right now, as we speak, being mixed with everyone else's
viruses and germs and being swapped between children. Delta, lambda, and every other
variant of the virus, picked up while a student was visiting family, flying to a vacation
destination, or simply playing with others, is now spreading at our schools. Studies have
shown that checking symptoms and checking for a "fever" is not helpful in "catching" the virus
and not helpful in tracking its spread. Many people, including children, contract COVID-19 and
have one symptom, no symptoms, or completely different symptoms than a fever and cough.
What science has shown is that masking helps. Putting a protective layer between the nose
and mouth and the nose and mouth of another person helps slow the spread of COVID-19. If
there is something that has been proven to work time and time again in study after study, why
wouldn't adults want to implement it for their children? Don't you think we owe it to our children
to keep them safe? I am a strong supporter for mask mandates and believe this pandemic will
not be over until everyone, every single person, has either been exposed to the virus or gotten
the vaccine. To prevent the needless deaths, hospitalizations, illnesses and potential long-term
health impacts on our children, I believe there should be mask mandates for every age, even
when a vaccine becomes available.

8/15/2021 6:37 PM

901

1. The US FDA recently announced that the CDC PCR test for COVID-19 has failed its full
review. Its Emergency Use Authorization has been REVOKED. It is a Class I recall. The most
serious type of recall. Too many false positives. This is the test that started the pandemic.
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/medical-device-recalls/innova-medical-group-recallsunauthorized-sars-cov-2-antigen-rapid-qualitative-test-risk-false-test 2. Masks are not effective
in stopping the spread of COVID-19. There in not a single study posted on CDC website or Tricounty website proving mask effectiveness. 3. Masks causes great harm to users physically,
mentally, and psychologically. This is proven, peer reviewed and can be repeated. 4.
Asymptomatic spread is a false claim and not proven. This has been dismissed by peers
during their review and is not fact. 5. Children do not die at alarming rates because of COVID19. The survivability rate in ages 0-19 years is 99.997. This statistic is from CDC website,
government data. CDC reports in 2018-2019 more children died of Influenza that COVID-19 in
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1.5 years. 5. Oxygen is required to feed and grow the brain. 6. Masking children is child abuse,
not only by our standards but in many studies. 7. My child and my child's body. 8. Mask
mandates take away parental rights. 9. Our children are being used as a political pawn in a
very dangerous game where there is no winner, with the child becoming the biggest loser. 10.
You are hurting my kids and personally delaying their overall development. 11. This is sick and
evil. The Government has failed to conduct a Risk Assessment understanding the harms
involved children/adults wearing masks. Without a Risk Assessment, there is no informed
consent. Please follow the science when making masking decisions. There is zero science
that supports the masking of children in schools.
902

Absolutely no mask mandate (can be optional) for kids under 5. Impossible to keep a mask on
a child that young. If masks are required for children under 12, then needs to be lifted after
vaccinations are approved for younger kids and some time has elapsed.

8/15/2021 6:34 PM

903

If it's not safe to be mask free, than it's not safe. Masks can't prevent spread of covid particles
because of the significance in size difference. The only way to ensure child and adult safety
would be to have air tight sealed masks required. Even if you cleaned the hallways between
every different cohort, there is no guarantee that kids will be safe. The consequences of
wearing a mask is reduction in oxygen going into their lungs, blood and brain. Either it's safe to
be mask less or it's not safe and we need to return to remote only learning for the kids that are
not able to get vaccinated due to age group.

8/15/2021 6:34 PM

904

Please consider requiring masks in our schools in LPS. Our school currently has virtually no
staff members wearing masks because "they don't have to." Knowing that vaccinations are not
100%, and the increase in breakthrough cases due to the Delta variant, being vaccinated
should not be the reason for not wearing masks. Schools are responsible for keeping our
children safe while learning, and they're currently playing with fire. We should be taking a
proactive approach, not reacting to the imminent outbreaks and disruption to the school year.
This is not a political issue; it is a health and public safety issue.

8/15/2021 6:33 PM

905

Do the unbiased statistics indicate that there is widespread significant risk to the health of
students or teachers within the tri-county area that can be mitigated by the imposition of a
broad mask mandate. I don’t believe there is and following such a recommendation will surely
have consequences beyond those discussed. Note the bias in the way this survey is
worded…. “universal” in 2 of 3 questions, age listed in only one. Seems like a biased survey.

8/15/2021 6:32 PM

906

Cloth masks are ineffective. Children ate not likely to get covid. There are no studies that
prove masks work.

8/15/2021 6:32 PM

907

No mask, our kids need to breathe the air not recycled bacteria from their own breathing

8/15/2021 6:27 PM

908

I believe it is a public health matter to have children too young to be vaccinated unmasked in
schools. It unnecessarily raises covid transmission rates for all in the school and their
families.

8/15/2021 6:26 PM

909

Wearing masks is harmful to our children. Take a look at the box in which the masks come
from? Masks do not provide protection against respiratory viruses. The physiological impacts
of forcing masks on children, is proven harmful. It’s abuse to force children to were a mask for
a virus that has virtually no impact on children. The survival rate of COVID-19 in children is
greater than the standard flu in previous years. Placing masks on children sends a message of
fear. Telling children to be afraid of fresh air, telling children to be afraid of their peers. The
policy of mask mandates is a crime against humanity. We as whole followed theses policies
for well over year. If didn’t work last year? Why would we as community continue to do
something that doesn’t work and is ethically wrong. Please help our children and families focus
on health not fear. Please end fear based policies. Thank you.

8/15/2021 6:26 PM

910

I support universal masking for all schools but especially those with children under 12 who
don’t have the choice to be vaccinated. It is the best proactive approach to reduce spread and
quarantines, and keep kids in school where they need to be for the most consistent learning
opportunity. My high schooler is also wearing a mask at school even though he is vaccinated
as he knows that if he catches it at school he can carry it home to his younger brother who is
left helpless. After 2 days of school, we’ve already experienced many areas of concern: 1) A
child saw the school staff unmasked and said, “Oh, the teachers don’t have masks on, so I
guess we don’t have to.” Then took off their mask until their parent corrected them. Not only is
that confusing for the kids, but if LPS is strongly recommending masks, then employees of
LPS should lead by example. 2) My child was singled out 3 different times on his first day by
kids trying to encourage him to remove his mask. He felt uncomfortable, picked on and like he
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was losing friends because of it. 3) A child told my son that although his parents told him to
where a mask, he took it off as soon as he got in the school. He planned to tell his parents he
wore it all day and tried to convince my son to do the same. 4) I asked our teacher how she
knew which kids should be wearing masks. She said she didn’t know and had to trust the kids
to be honest. If parents ask, she’ll tell them, but that’s it. Now, it shouldn’t be the teacher’s job
to know who should and shouldn’t wear masks, but it’s unrealistic to think elementary school
kids will not lie (as the first day proves). The best solution to that problem is to take out the
guess work and have them worn by all who medically can. 5) Even with the teachers
unmasked, there was absolutely no distancing. There were 4 unmasked teachers hovering
over us just inside the doors as we stood in line entering the school. Distancing is unrealistic in
schools, hence masks is the safer option. We did TOPS last year, and while it was a good
experience, it was very difficult for my son. He was looking forward to being in school this
year, but so far he feels like an outcast and judged for trying to protect himself, which is a
terrible life lesson for a kid his age.
911

As teachers we take an oath, though not formal, to protect the kiddos we teach. If the data
says we would be helping keep our students safer and healthier and possibly those that are
immunocompromised we should have no second thoughts on mask wearing. If that would help,
please let’s do it. I’m all for saving lives of students and staff.

8/15/2021 6:24 PM

912

Please do not mask our small children in elementary school. It was so hard on my son and
many other children in his class last year. He felt isolated and suffocated wearing his mask.
Please don’t do that to him again. The science shows that the little ones under age 12 are not
getting sick. Please leave the choice up to the parents in what we feel is best for our children.
My husband and I are both vaccinated. So is everyone else in our family. We feel our risk of
being hospitalized is low. We know what is best for our family and our child. His mental health
is very important to us. Please do not make it mandatory to wear a mask in school. Thank
you.

8/15/2021 6:22 PM

913

I work in an elementary school in Littleton public schools. I am high-risk. I have both of my
vaccinations and I intend to get the booster this week if I can find somewhere to get it. I am
scared to death to go back to school and be around the Littles. Whether me possibly giving it
to them or especially me contracting it from them Or in that rare instance an unvaccinated
coworker, parent, visitor or volunteer. We have got to do something to get this under control. I
simply am not willing to lose my life!

8/15/2021 6:20 PM

914

I do not support masking of our students under any circumstance. I believe it has had a
negative impact on my children physically and emotionally. I just read a study per the CDC
that even claimed that Covid incidence rate was btwn 37-48% lower based on ventilation and
air filtration alone- depending on which method/s were used. Our children need to see the faces
of their superiors and their piers. It is vital to their learning and their emotional well-being to be
maskless. There are no studies stating that our young children are at high risk for contracting
or spreading the virus. And of the studies done that attempt to prove that- NON have a control
group, non. There is even evidence of higher rates of death in children from the flu alone last
year, not Covid. The risk to the health of our children is minimal from COVID, as has been
proven over and over since March 2020. Should parents feel the need to wear masks to
prevent this risk, they can CHOOSE to do so. The risk of transmission to family and friends
may be a concern to some, but again, they can CHOOSE to wear masks to mitigate that. It
should be the choice of each family individually if masks will be worn by their children. This is
the choice of a parent NOT the school. We must be given the freedom to choose what is right
for our own families

8/15/2021 6:19 PM

915

The rationale provided by Tri-County Health does not form compelling reasons to implement a
mask mandate for young school kids. First, I do not see a data analysis provided by TriCounty that says kids under 11 are at a high risk of covid infection. The number of kids that
are hospitalized with covid is so low that creating a mask mandate as a solution is overkill and
unnecessary. Secondary infections will always be a background variable that will never go
away whether it be a common cold or influenza. Treating covid as something to be avoided at
all costs would come at a tremendous removal of freedom which is happening in Sydney,
Australia right now. The possibility of secondary infections do not warrant masking mandates.
There is an inherent risk in living a normal life and masking kids makes life harder for them
amid that risk. A mask mandate creates more mental health stress put on our young kids who
cannot read facial cues since their face is mostly covered and thus cannot form trusting
relationships with their friends and teachers. My 3rd grader had a sincere comment last year
when school ended. He wore a mask all day every day in third grade and he asked me if he
could go to 4th grade without a mask. It was an innocent question and now I do not have the
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power to make that happen. We were elated when masks were optional and then to have that
yanked away on a Friday afternoon right before school started reeks of caving to political
pressure since Polis threatened to shut down schools the day before. It takes the power away
from parents and puts it in the hands of unelected officials. There will never be Covid Zero.
There will never be an end to sickness whether it be the common cold, influenza, cancer, or
covid. Pretending that you can control sickness with masking small children is futile and as it
obviously appears, politically motivated. Tri-County Health is trying to "do something," when
there is no solution. Masking kids is not a tremendously effective strategy. It hurts more than it
helps. Tri-County Health, please be a leader and give the parents the power of choice and
make masking optional. MY BODY, MY CHOICE, is a mantra that I have often heard in the
past. How come I don't have that ability to choose anymore when I send my kids to school? I
teach my kids they are the boss of their body, please let them honor that truth. DO not force
them to wear masks to attend their favorite school. Please make masks optional as it first was
stated back in early August.
916

When schools are back in session, every year colds, flu, etc. are passed around our
community. Covid will be the same, and masks could help to slow the spread for the sake of
our healthcare system.

8/15/2021 6:16 PM

917

I do not support mask mandates for schools, nor do I believe that quarantines are necessary.
My husband and I should be able to make the decision as to whether or not our children wear
masks at school. AND, the disruption of ridiculous quarantines to our children's learning is
unacceptable. The threat of COVID to our kids is negligible at best and you know it. It is time
to stop the political posturing and actually do what is best for our kids.

8/15/2021 6:15 PM

918

Protect our children and vulnerable

8/15/2021 6:07 PM

919

I would like to allow families to make individual choices regarding their children’s health and
not force their opinion on others.

8/15/2021 6:06 PM

920

Masks are harmful for children, who have little to no risk of Covid. More children die of
influenza every year and we don’t require masks for that!!! There is no solid scientific evidence
that masks protect against Covid- the box of masks itself states that it doesn’t protect against
respiratory viruses! Masking promotes fear. Masking hides a child’s expression of feelings.
Masking doesn’t allow for true communication between children and their teachers. Masking
can cause more disease due to children constantly touching their faces. If people want to send
their child to school in a mask- fine! Let them. But don’t require the rest of us to.

8/15/2021 6:05 PM

921

I encourage you to vote for a mak mandate for all students. Just making the younger kids will
make o difference if their siblings bring COVD home from being infected at their HS.

8/15/2021 6:05 PM

922

We must protect our kids. 11 and unders cannot be vaccinated and are vulnerable especially
with this more virulent delta version. We must mask. You need only look at statistics of
pediatric hospitalizations around the country as evidence.

8/15/2021 6:04 PM

923

Please leave this in the hands of the individual schools. A full mandate is unnecessary as
schools have different sizes, setups, etc

8/15/2021 6:04 PM

924

The science is very clear that masking some people and not masking others is ineffective.
Until the vaccination rate is at a level we can be assured the variants are not spreadable to
vaccinated persons this is a very clear issue and everyone should be masked in public
settings.

8/15/2021 6:04 PM

925

Given the recent Delta variant-related surge, masks should be mandatory at all schools.

8/15/2021 6:04 PM

926

Please do not mandate masks in school.

8/15/2021 6:02 PM

927

As a parent and teacher in LPS I support parent choice in masking as it currently stands. I
also would like to note that the survey question below is biased.

8/15/2021 6:00 PM

928

I hope that it can be a successful school year for all students, teachers, and staff and support
masks as a minor inconvenience in order to maximize the chance of success.

8/15/2021 5:58 PM

929

Out of the 3 choices you offer I checked don’t mask the children. I vote making masks a
choice in schools, not, not supporting them. If parents want their kid to wear a mask, let them.
If a parent doesn’t want their kid in a mask, let them not wear a mask.

8/15/2021 5:57 PM

930

My son is in elementary school and I want him to wear a mask but it causes some stress for
him since most of his peers are unmasked. Everyday I’m left balancing the certain impact on

8/15/2021 5:55 PM
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mental health (feeling like an outsider) versus the likelihood that he’ll come into contact with
the new variant. So far we’ve opted to send him unmasked but I don’t feel good about it. It
seems disingenuous for LPS to say they follow the advice of experts while the CDC and pretty
much every expert who specializes in a relevant field of study recommend unvaccinated kids
be masked while in school. Viruses spread in an exponential way that doesn’t feel intuitive for
most humans. The world will look fine but we won’t know the actual reality for a couple of
weeks which is almost certainly going to lead to unnecessary sickness and loss of life.
Masking worked last year and I’m confident it can help keep our community safe this year. If
we don’t, my gut says it’s a matter of time before we will need to be sending kids home or
closing schools to slow outbreaks. In the current political climate, I appreciate the challenge
and weight of this decision. Thanks for inviting input from the community and having the
courage to navigate this tricky situation.
931

Please listen to the doctors and wear the masks.

8/15/2021 5:53 PM

932

I believe mask mandates should be in place in schools until children are able to be vaccinated,
a larger percentage of the population is vaccinated, and the large nation-wide spikes are under
control.

8/15/2021 5:53 PM

933

Hello, While my school district finally mandated masks for their students and many schools, it
is clear school districts do not seem to feel they can, should, or will mandate masks without a
concurrent order from local or state health officials, or a direct order from the Governor. While I
disagree with this approach and believe each district should feel strong in their ability to
mandate safer health practices, they are not doing so and NEED TCHD to provide a mandate.
In the summer of 2020, the entire state waited for each locality, local public health authority,
CDPHE, or the Governor to mandate masks in order to help curb the spread of COVID-19. It
was unnecessary and harmful then and still is today; perhaps more so in the face of the Delta
variant, and any other variants that may develop until more people are vaccinated locally,
nationally, and globally. I believe this meeting will result in a mask mandate in schools for ages
11 and younger, but I hope you will choose to protect students of all ages. The statistics show
that most vaccine-eligible students are not getting vaccinated. Being eligible for a vaccine
does not ensure acquisition, especially when children are still required to have parental
consent. Until the vaccine is able to be mandated for school enrollment, we need TCHD to
mandate masks in school settings. Please do not pass it off to another authority. Please act in
your power and set an example of safety and science first. Thank you for your work and for
listening.

8/15/2021 5:49 PM

934

I am a senior citizen volunteer at LPS. I have been vaccinated, but I realize I mat carry as
much viral load as someone who isn't. For that reason I continue to wear a mask in every
indoor setting. I feel it is more important that school children should always be masked while
indoors at school, for the same reason.

8/15/2021 5:44 PM

935

As a pediatric pulmonologist I strongly support universal masking for the safety of all children
and to provide the best chance for keeping in-person learning for the whole school year.

8/15/2021 5:41 PM

936

As both a parent and a teacher, I believe the only chance to keep all children in school and
safe is to require masks. Masks were proven to keep students safe last school year in CCSD.
While my family is fully vaccinated, there is still danger to everyone when some choose not to
mask up indoors.

8/15/2021 5:39 PM

937

I do support universal masking at this time, but there needs to be clear objectives for
discontinuation of mask mandates for students related to community spread, hospitalizations,
school COVID positivity rates, etc. Masks are a useful tool but the other layered risk mitigation
strategies are also effective and important (Aka - keep sick kids home, wash hands frequently,
etc). And for K-1 students, they’re terrible at wearing masks and lick/chew them, make the
masks ineffective anyway. Maybe they should be optional for those ages?

8/15/2021 5:38 PM

938

I live in Aurora, however I am a teacher in Douglas County.

8/15/2021 5:35 PM

939

You must consider both sides of this argument, this must not be a decision forced by a
political group and/or a union. I believe masks do not work and are detrimental to mental and
physical health; you need to prove they absolutely, 100% work before forcing masks on
children.

8/15/2021 5:33 PM

940

Given the risks we are seeing and the potential for dangerously overloading our health system,
masking is a common sense and fairly easy way to reduce some risk. And we need our public
health officials to lead the way (and to give them our thanks for doing a thankless job)

8/15/2021 5:32 PM
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941

Last year, students were required to wear masks and separate into cohorts to minimize close
contact in the building. This year, our school has over 3200 kids plus faculty and staff. It is
impossible to socially distance, and in the interest of keeping us in-person as long as we
possibly can, it is imperative that we make the smart choices to keep everybody safe.
Teachers have no way of knowing who has been vaccinated or not in their classrooms. As
someone who lives with both a cancer survivor and someone with an autoimmune disorder, I
am very nervous about the fall. I know five people who have had breakthrough Covid who were
fully vaccinated. This Delta variant makes optional masks too unsafe for us to operate
schools. It is a small price to pay to keep our children learning together.

8/15/2021 5:32 PM

942

I am a retired physician who has recently moved to Aurora. I am, more importantly,
grandmother to two young boys. Therefore, the masking question is a very personal matter
although I also have my professional viewpoint on this. With rising rates of Covid infection
across the country, and with the ascendance of the Delta variant that is more transmissible
and more concerning for children, it should be clear that universal masking is indicated. This
should be the very minimum, DJLongley MD

8/15/2021 5:32 PM

943

While I understand and appreciate the sentiment to protect kids, let’s ask ourselves just how
vulnerable they are and just how effective a mask mandate would be. The chances of
something awful happening to a child under 12 I believe is less than .01%…after all follow the
science/data is what we’ve been told all along, right? If no mask mandate is required anywhere
else in public (restaurants, shopping malls, etc.) then what is the point of having it in schools?
Wearing a mask for only a couple hours a week makes no sense. The mental health drawback
for not letting kids be kids is far greater than any physical health in my opinion.

8/15/2021 5:30 PM

944

No masks!! Under ANY CIRCUMSTANCES

8/15/2021 5:30 PM

945

For all kids safety, please mandate wearing masks for all kids at school.

8/15/2021 5:28 PM

946

I have 3 kids in 3 different schools. We’ve already received one exposure notice and school
has been in session for 2 days. Especially for kids who cannot get vaccinated, masks are
imperative with the new variant and rising cases.

8/15/2021 5:27 PM

947

The use of masks especially with children has proven to be psychologically and physically
harmful. Each family should have the freedom to choose what is right for their own child(ren).
The use of masks is anti science and anti freedom. The numbers of sick children even doesn't
meet pandemic numbers or require protocol for it. The strain of strep that's now antibiotic
resistant should be enough to forego this nonsense mandate. WHERE THERE IS RISK
THERE MUST BE CHOICE.

8/15/2021 5:26 PM

948

https://alliebethstuckey.com/2021/08/13/kids-covid-and-masks/

8/15/2021 5:26 PM

949

Please follow the recommendations from the medical community to reduce the transmission of
COVID. Please mandate these recommendations as not all schools are doing everything they
can to protect our children and their families.

8/15/2021 5:24 PM

950

My reason for writing is not to create a rift with someone who disagrees with my belief. My
reason for being here is stand up for my freedom of choice. Everyone here has choices to
make, every day. for themselves and for their families. No choice is the same because no
ones situation is the same. So why should we as a society follow a government, state or
federal, that decides for us how we should live and breath no matter our situation or belief.
Thats unconstitutional. Not too long ago I recall a person in power being subject to an “abuse
of power” allegation. This occurred during this “pandemic” but was not related to the pandemic.
Yet the American people aloud their federal appointed employees and state and local
governments to abuse their power on a daily bases. Trying to force masks, have state
lockdowns, shutting down peoples places of work, destroying small businesses, using our
children to push this agenda in schools and all awhile claiming it’s for our own good. Did
anyone accuse them of an abuse of power?? Not until now. I’m a small business owner, so is
my wife. It’s taken years to build what we have created and at the drop of a hat it was being
stripped from us due to an abuse of power. Now we are being threatened again with masks,
forced vaccinations and lockdowns with little to no scientific data to prove their effectiveness.
They are the opinions of people just like I have an opinion. I do however, have data that shows
how detrimental it is medically and psychologically for children to be masked. Raging CO2
levels, bacterial Infections due to their masks becoming a Petri dish for fungus and bacteria to
grow after just one day of humidifying their own masked air. A study in Germany revealed 82
bacterial colonies and 4 fungal colonies inside the mask after just 8 hours of a child’s use.
Psychologically children are being diagnosed with anxiety and behavioral disorders due to fear

8/15/2021 5:22 PM
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of contamination. Fear!!! in an environment that we used to want to be one of the safest and
most comfortable. Our Schools. Fear of contamination for a virus that has little to no affect on
them as a mass population. And Again, if you or your child has a different situation then mine,
that being some sort of health issue where it is beneficial to do something that maybe me or
my child does not require, then by all means you should do anything you can and protect your
child. But only your child. Don’t try to protect mine. That’s my job. just two years ago when the
flu sadly killed more children in 2018 and 19 then covid has to date, no one wore masks, no
one told you you had to get the flu vaccine or you’d be fired. No teachers were afraid to come
to school, no one was washing their hands 20 times a day or staying 6ft from each other. We
took the proper precautions as individuals and families as we saw fit. Some 4 million children
have tested positive for covid 19 and .008% were fatal situations. That is not a statistic that
supports these actions for masking or lockdowns. My body my choice right???? I’m not here
telling people they cant wear a mask. But as long as This is still the land of the free and home
of the brave, I intend to express my freedom to say myself and my children will never be told
to wear a mask or put something in our bodies that we do not want. Thank you
951

Parents should be allowed to make the choice for their own children whether to wear masks,
regardless of age. If parents want to keep their children home, then that is their choice. The
youngest among us have been forced to carry a burden over the past year and a half that is
affecting their ability to learn and, most importantly, to interact with each other. Being able to
see the faces of their peers, their expressions, and develop socially has been stifled with
mask mandates. The social aspect of school has been minimized during this pandemic and
parents should be allowed to make this decision for their own children. There likely will always
be a virus circulating in the population -- whether it be a coronavirus or flu. Reinstating a mask
mandate in schools also encourages more private school enrollment and supports the move
away from public schools. Parents are tired of the goalposts being moved and their kids being
used as pawns. Those parents who are still uncomfortable with the state of COVID already
have the choice to keep their kids at home. As such, and given the trauma that kids have
dealt with over the past year and a half, it is no longer place of the THD or any governmental
agency to mandate masks in school. Moreover, the argument to require masks for students
12+ regardless of vaccination status, in order to protect those choosing to wear masks from
being bullied is ludicrous. My middle school aged son got vaccinated so that he would be able
to go to school without a mask and all students 12+ are able to do the same. At this point,
anyone who is 12+ who is not vaccinated has chosen to assume a certain amount of risk.
There is absolutely no compelling reason to require masks for students eligible for vaccination.

8/15/2021 5:19 PM

952

Optional masking is ineffective and we need the county to step up and implement a mandate
to keep our unvaccinated children safe. It worked last year and we can do it again!

8/15/2021 5:18 PM

953

Due to the rise in cases with variants of COVID, I fully support masking in all indoor school
settings. In order to keep our schools open, I feel we need to take precautions and keep our
kids safe. Especially with children under 12 years old, who are ineligible to receive the
vaccine.

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

954

As an elementary educator and mother of a kindergartner and first grader, I urge you—beg you
—to please do everything in your power to keep us as safe as possible by requiring universal
masking. We’ve already started the school year, and without a mandate, few teachers and
students are reliably masking. Kids who are masking are feeling self-conscious (I am a school
counselor and have heard this from several families already.) Taking safety precautions to
protect themselves and their families should not be causing this kind of stress and pressure on
young children. The burden of this decision needs to be lifted from individual families and
school districts and needs to be determined by qualified public health experts (you!). I would
feel so much safer going to work and sending my kids to school if a universal mask mandate
were in place. Please do the right thing.

8/15/2021 5:11 PM

955

Please mandate masks for indoor school settings. My child is under 11 and not vaccinated.
Masks are one of our best defenses against the rampant spread among unvaccinated and the
transmission amongst vaccinated. There is no support for online learning this year and to
continue in person learning, we all need to mask up.

8/15/2021 5:10 PM

956

As a teacher in a building of over 3000 students I want the safest possible environment for
everyone there. Science and data show that masks are a part of the protocol that needs to be
in place to help mitigate the spread of COVID.

8/15/2021 5:10 PM

957

Should be the parent of the child’s choice.

8/15/2021 5:03 PM

958

I support masking in all indoor school settings

8/15/2021 4:56 PM
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959

Masks mandate is not acceptable. There is no science that supports this and it is an intrusion
on our rights and is unhealthy to the wearer!

8/15/2021 4:55 PM

960

Thank you for considering the immediate need for pre-K-6 masking in schools. Please require
universal masking in al levels of schools. In addition, require either proof of vaccination or
twice weekly testing for staff that are not vaccinated.

8/15/2021 4:55 PM

961

I am for us masking up until all children can be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 4:54 PM

962

Parents should be in control of the kids health decisions . Kids are not in danger from COVID
19. Nor do they wear masks propery

8/15/2021 4:53 PM

963

Masks have done great harm in our children. Children need to see smiles and expressions,
children need to be children and not worry about an accessory that they will touch, pull and tug
on all day rendering them useless.

8/15/2021 4:52 PM

964

Masking should be mandated. Smoking in restaurants is not a “choice” because smokers harm
non-smokers. This situation isn’t much different.

8/15/2021 4:50 PM

965

I have an elementary age son who attends the Cherry Creek School District. Prior to Dr.
Douglas' letter to the District, I was very discouraged and confused as to why the Cherry Creek
School District would not consider the health and safety of their children. Most health
professionals agree that the COVID-19 delta variant is a serious concern, especially with
anyone unvaccinated. In particular, all elementary children have not had an opportunity to be
vaccinated and they are beginning to feel the wrath of the virus. After Dr. Douglas' letter to the
District, the superintendent, Mr. Smith, decided to follow the health guidance of our public
health professionals. It took that letter for the school district to do the right thing. But this is
only a temporary fix. The District can change their mind at any point. This is why I ask TCHD
to consider implementing a mask mandate for all school districts that fall under their
jurisdiction.

8/15/2021 4:47 PM

966

My youngest son (age 5) has severe asthma that is exacerbated when he is sick. He wears a
mask everywhere he goes and will wear it when he starts kindergarten this week. However,
there are times when his mask falls down or while he's eating, he is exposed to others. He will
be vaccinated when it is approved for children, but isn't vaccinated yet.

8/15/2021 4:45 PM

967

As a physician and a mother of 11/13/15 year old girls, I am strongly in favor of masking
students and teachers in schools, particularly given the current Delta virus surge and waning
efficacy of vaccines.

8/15/2021 4:44 PM

968

Our kids have suffered the past year because of the fear and unconscionable behavior and
decisions of adults, politicians and unelected government bureaucrats. Our children have lost a
year of learning - especially the youngest kids who need to see their teachers faces and
emotional expressions the most, they have increased levels of anxiety, they have reduced
their academic proficiency at levels never before seen and Children's Hospital has even called
this a mental health crisis for our children - all because of lock-downs and masks. This is not a
request based on emotion, political affinity or conspiracy theories. It is based on thoughtful
consideration of the available data, statistics and evaluation of other everyday risks that we all
encounter, and primarily, because I love my kids and do not want them to suffer further. To that
end, I offer the below information that fully supports and justifies NOT requiring masks in
schools, most of which comes from your website and other sources which include the links to
the data; 1. Covid case counts in our tri-county area are stable from when the mask mandate
was lifted in the May/June time frame and are corresponding to levels in April 2020 - a spike is
not a reality 2. ICU beds taken by covid patients in our tri-county area currently are ~5% of
hospital capacity (recall this is one of two primary reasons lock-downs and masks were even
contemplated - the millions of deaths which never happened was the second reason which also
never happened) 3. Children are largely unaffected by covid and largely do not transmit ( A
North Carolina study conducted before vaccines were available found not a single case of
student-to-teacher transmission when 90,000 students were in school.) 4. Less than 400
children in the entire US have died of covid and the CDC will not confirm if they were already
sick or had a comorbidity, which they likely did. Also, children who do develop Covid
symptoms are at minimal risk of “long Covid,” according to a Lancet study published Aug. 3:
“Almost all children had symptom resolution by 8 weeks, providing reassurance about longterm outcomes.” 5. Last year showed the highest rates of drug overdose fatalities in young
people, exorbitant increase in depression medication prescriptions for kids and untold
psychological damage - this must be weighed heavily as it is a direct result of masking
policies 6. The average age of death in the tri-county area is 76 and only .05% of people who

8/15/2021 4:44 PM
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have died in the tri-county area were under 18 - it is awful that anyone has died from this virus
- but covid is of the smallest of risks to our children 7. There is not one study that justifies kids
wearing masks AND “Many of the face cloth coverings that people wear are not very effective
in reducing any of the virus movement in or out,” epidemiologist Michael Osterholm, who
served on the Biden transition team’s Covid task force 8. Anyone can get a vaccine - it's free
and available to anyone over 12 as you all know Please counter my data and facts. Please
show me something that compels you to think differently than I do on this. Pray tell me why
my children are at risk and in danger when it appears there is not one piece of data that proves
this to be the case. I beg you to share your perspective on how masks can be reasonably
justified and enlighten me where I am unable to see this light. Any action by you to mandate
masks on our children again; without any reason, data, statistics or rational argument to justify
going back into a situation, which has proven to be the most injurious 18 months our children
have ever experienced, will be received with the strongest rebuke from this community. We will
be loud. We will push back. Will will not disengage, in fact, we will engage you even more
actively. We must not, we will not, allow you to negatively impact the lives of our children and
to use them as political pawns any further. There is no upside for anyone in doing so. Please,
please, please do not take our families back down this path. Sources
https://tchd.org/823/COVID-19-Data https://www.covidchartsquiz.com/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716?
st=bm61qs40bn58v9b&reflink=desktopwebshare_linkedin
969

Our daughter is in the gifted program. She came to CCSD happy and engaged reading 2.5
years above her grade level Covid hit the middle of her first year in CCSD After 1.5 years of
masking, this young girl is now reading at grade level - and doesn’t even enjoy the gifted
program. After much research, it’s come to my attention the mask is muffling and harming the
linguistics portion of education. Not to mention our children cannot see the faces, lip
movements, and clearly hear what the teachers are saying phonetically. As a Dad, my main
job is to protect my children, however I’m failing right now. Our daughter has started picking at
her skin. She has scabs on her legs and now her face. If this isn’t a sign of TRAUMA, I don’t
know what is. We are lucky to live in the Cherry Creek School District. We have affluent
neighbors; many who work in the hospitals. This allows me insight on how this is effecting
children. Please do not listen to the nervous Moms that are not using accurate statistics to
scare you into making decisions that ARE affecting our children. Are masks needed in some
circumstances, absolutely, however not in School for 6 hours a day, absolutely not. We do not
have data to prove that. Colorado is known for our advanced academics, and we are doing our
state a huge disservice with a mask mandate. Thank you

8/15/2021 4:42 PM

970

My name is Heather, I am an LPS parent and a Paramedic with 15 years of experience. I still
work in the field and I have been on the frontlines of this pandemic providing emergency care
for COVID patients. I have seen first hand how devastating this virus can be, yes, even in
young, “previously healthy” individuals. I strongly support universal masking in all indoor
school settings. We are all exhausted and if we are all as sick of this virus as we say, and
want this pandemic to end, we need to start acting like it. School practices in the 2020-2021
school year showed that universal masking, social distancing, and increased cleaning and
hand washing flattens the curve and allowed for us to have our kids in school with their
teachers and friends. Wearing a mask at school is a profoundly better option than waiting until
an outbreak occurs and forcing another shutdown. Our most vulnerable kids will suffer the
greatest if we allow this to happen. Even one child suffering severe illness or dying from this
disease is one too many when we could have done something to prevent it. The right for
anyone to swing their arms ends when they reach someone else’s face. Until all students are
eligible for the vaccine and its efficacy against the Delta variant has been proven, universal
masking in all indoor school settings should be mandatory. Our students and our school staff
deserve to learn in a safe environment.

8/15/2021 4:42 PM

971

I do not think students should wear masks to schools. I think it makes school harder. And I
think kids don't connect as well either. It's hard to hear and understand teachers and each
other. I strongly oppose masks for kids

8/15/2021 4:41 PM

972

Vaccinated students, teachers, and staff should not have to wear a mask. Requiring mask
wearing among the vaccinated discourages vaccination.

8/15/2021 4:40 PM

973

Mask-wearing does not stop transmission of any viruses, as such tiny micro-particles are not
stopped from entrance through a cloth mask! What masks actually do, however, is hinder and
nearly stop the free flow of BREATHING and the ability to have fully oxygenated blood, which
is essential for good health and strong immune systems! Furthermore, children are not

8/15/2021 4:39 PM
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adversely affected by coronavirus, even the one that supposedly creates COVID-19.
Incidentally, the aforementioned virus has NEVER been isolated! Masks are simply a means
to control and depress the population. This is in essence a crime against all of humanity and
our own innocent children. This must be stopped today, and should never be introduced again,
in schools or otherwise!! Public schools will fail and parents will no longer send their kids there
to be indoctrinated.
974

Stop the child abuse! Let our children breathe!!!

8/15/2021 4:39 PM

975

This is a political stunt with no data to back it up because the data says kids are not at risk.
FREEDOM!!!!!

8/15/2021 4:36 PM

976

The transmissibility of the delta variant and the inadequate level of vaccination both contribute
to extraordinary risk for populations unable to get the vaccine, whether by age or immune
compromised. Bolstered by the fact that COVID can functionally be carried by and transmitted
to others by vaccinated individuals, the safest effective response is to resume protective
mask measures. As the last months of research demonstrated, masking was the one of the
single greatest influence, beyond even social distancing, but short of lockdowns, in reducing
COVID spread. In order to avoid these unsavory and impactful measures (lockdowns,
quarantines), we MUST as a community do what we can to limit spread. Masks are a
REASONABLE practice, and failing to demonstrate responsibility in mandating this practice as
a public health authority is tantamount to the 19th century physicians that institutionalized
Ignas Semmelweis for recommending hand hygiene in the prevention of germ spreading. That
Colorado as a state has returned to reported case levels commensurate with October 21st,
2020, but has NOT reinstituted a mask mandate is example of the craven politicization of this
health organization. As any data scientist would reinforce, even current numbers are
underreported as testing is significantly lower than the same point last year, meaning the risk
is higher than the public at large currently sees. Do not mistake the lower risk of death for
safety given the incredible, debilitating effects on respiratory and cardiac health numerous
COVID victims suffer in the long term. Science is real.

8/15/2021 4:35 PM

977

Please allow for families to choose to mask their children!

8/15/2021 4:35 PM

978

This should be left up to the individual to choose.

8/15/2021 4:34 PM

979

It is a fact that masks are deleterious to a child’s health, as well as their psycho-social
development. Science—not scientism—also shows that children are not at high risk for serious
consequences for this virus, and don’t appear to be carriers. If they were, we’d have known it
by now. The constant barrage of fear porn in the media, coupled a seeming reluctance to
release little reliable information and solid data sets from ‘experts’ have created an atmosphere
of irrational panic and hysteria. Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of unmasked, unvaxxed
people are flooding into the country with zero restrictions. It’s absolutely absurd. Consequently,
it is the children that everyone claims to care about that are suffering the most. Talk about
selfish …

8/15/2021 4:34 PM

980

I feel very strongly that Tri-County Health should issue a mask mandate order. I take care of
children with underlying lung disease and complex congenital heart disease, and these
children, especially those less than 12 years of age, are at higher risk of getting sick from the
SARS-CoV-2 virus. I would like these children to be able to attend school safely. The only way
their safety and welfare can be assured is if masks are mandated in all schools grades K
through 12. The Cherry Creek School District in particular is using the lack of a mandate from
Tri-County Health as an excuse or reason not to issue their own mask mandate for all grade
levels. The benefits and protection offered by universal masking is unequivocal. I urge TriCounty Health to issue a mask mandate so that Cherry Creek and other school districts will
follow the recommendations of public health leaders.

8/15/2021 4:34 PM

981

Until the Delta variant decreases in the number of kids it is infecting I think it is best for kids to
be masked at school. I think they should be closely watched because in general I think it
would be much better if kids were not wearing masks. But right now the risk to their health is
too great

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

982

My grandchildren attend Douglas County school

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

983

The kids did ok last year I’ve not heard of large numbers upset. I know some special needs
kids may need arrangements but once again haven’t heard any long range problems. If you
continue the what ever parents want you need to look at dress codes if my kid feels

8/15/2021 4:28 PM
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uncomfortable than why do I have to follow this .. I want kids in school we did it last year let’s
not let it happen again because of few parents who are vocal
984

Follow the science. Let those that feel safer with a mask wear one and those that don’t should
not be required to put one on. If masks truly work then those who are masked should not be
fearful. Our kids should see facial expressions, be able to read lips, breathe clean air and not
disgusting air trapped in masks. This has to end. We need to live with this virus. It is here to
stay. Let us enjoy our freedoms that we are rapidly losing in America.

8/15/2021 4:26 PM

985

Now is the time to require all children to wear masks.

8/15/2021 4:25 PM

986

Dear Members of the Tri-County Health Department Board, My name is Stacey McConlogue
and I am a 20 year resident of Littleton in Arapahoe County. I’m also a retired public health
professional with over thirty years of experience in community based health promotion. My son
attended Littleton Public Schools from kindergarten through his high school graduation. I am
writing to express my deep concern regarding Littleton Public School District’s policy that
makes masks optional, and ask that you mandate mask wearing in all of our schools in the TriCounty Health Department area. The plan to make masks optional goes against the guidance
of both the Centers for Disease Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics; ignores the
science on COVID transmission in children and on the effectiveness of masks; and fails to
give our youngest children—who are not yet vaccine eligible but will be soon—a chance to
evade infection after over a year of sacrifice. All available evidence indicates that SARS-CoV-2
will spread wildly in schools without mitigation efforts—including universal masking—firmly in
place. The CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics agree; both agencies have released
guidance indicating that schools should mandate masks for students, staff, and visitors. As a
local public health Board, you should listen to them. Though infections in our state declined
last spring as vaccination rates increased, new variants like Delta pose a serious threat. The
Delta variant is much more transmissible than previous variants, and data from our local area
reflect that troubling reality. Infections in the Denver Metro Area have increased roughly 22%
over the 14 days alone (1). In addition, the age distribution of new infections and
hospitalizations has also shifted downward, with young children representing a greater
proportion of infections and hospitalizations than in previous months. This will only get worse if
they return to school without required masking and other mitigation strategies in place. The
science is clear: children can be infected with SARS-CoV-2, can get sick with and die of
COVID-19, and can spread the virus to others (2-4). Just in recent days, more children in the
U.S are hospitalized for COVID-19 than at any previous time, with over 1,900 currently in the
hospital (5). As of the first week of July 2021, more than 200,000 children in the U.S. had been
hospitalized and nearly 400 had died from COVID (6). While children are less likely than adults
to experience severe illness or death, the long term consequences of COVID infection on
neurological, lung, metabolic, and cardiovascular function are still unknown. Recent studies
estimate that anywhere from 10-45% of kids under 12 who are infected with SARS-CoV-2
experience “long haul” symptoms that last more than five weeks after diagnosis (7-8), even if
they experience mild acute infection. This is all to say, children have not been and will not be
spared in this pandemic. Importantly, children can also transmit COVID to their unvaccinated,
immunocompromised, and otherwise vulnerable family members and friends, which further
contributes to community spread and the emergence of new variants of the virus and puts the
“end” of this pandemic further out of reach. As a high risk resident, I would implore you to do
what you can to prevent these foreseeable and preventable consequences. Thankfully, over
the past year and a half, we have learned a lot about how to reduce transmission and
infections, and masks have emerged as a particularly important, scientifically proven
mitigation strategy. Evidence from the CDC shows that the relatively low levels of infections in
children seen during the 2020-2021 school year were, in large part, the result of school
closures and widespread mitigation efforts in schools, including mask mandates. Mask
mandates in schools clearly prevented high levels of in-school transmission during the 20202021 school year (9). The proven effectiveness of masks is a key reason behind the CDC’s
and American Academy of Pediatrics’ current recommendation that students and staff
continue to wear masks in schools during the current school year. Again, the science here is
clear: reopening schools without mask mandates and other mitigation efforts in place while the
Delta variant surges will result in high levels of transmission and infection in children and
youth, which can further contribute to household and community spread, even among the
vaccinated. We shouldn’t wait for Delta to spread in schools before putting mask mandates in
place; we can and should act now in order to prevent any unnecessary disease, death, and
suffering. Younger children will be eligible for vaccines within the next few months and they
should have that opportunity before being asked to enter schools unprotected. The science
supports universal mask wearing in schools and this is a small sacrifice to make in order to
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ensure that everyone at school can remain safe and our broader communities protected.
Residents of the Tri-County Health areas are depending on you to follow the science and
protect the health and safety of our communities. Please institute mandatory universal mask
wearing for all indoor school settings. Sincerely, Stacey McConlogue, MPH 1. New York
Times. Coronavirus in the U.S. Latest Maps and Cases. Accessed August 15, 2021 from
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases-deaths-tracker.html 2. Lewis NM,
Chu VT, Ye D, et al. Household Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in the United States. Clin Infect
Dis 2020. doi:10.1093/cid/ciaa1166 3. Szablewski CM, Chang KT, Brown MM, et al. SARSCoV-2 Transmission and Infection Among Attendees of an Overnight Camp – Georgia, June
2020. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69(31):1023-1025. doi:10.15585/mmwr.mm6931e1
4. Chu VT, Yousaf AR, Chang K, et al. Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from Children and
Adolescents. medRxiv 2020. doi:10.1101/2020.10.10.20210492 5. Reuters. Children
hospitalized with cCOVID-19 in U.S. hits record number. Accessed August 15, 2021 from
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/children-hospitalized-with-covid-19-us-hits-record-number2021-08-14/ 6. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Estimated Disease Burden of
COVID-19. Accessed June 30, 2021. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/casesupdates/burden.html 7. Buonsenso, Danilo, et al. "Preliminary evidence on long COVID in
children." medRxiv (2021). https://doi.org/10.1111/apa.15870 8. Office for National Statistics.
Prevalence of ongoing symptoms following coronavirus (COVID-19) infection in the UK.
Accessed July 18, 2021.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddise
ases/datasets/alldatarelatingtoprevalenceofongoingsymptomsfollowingcoronaviruscovid19infec
tionintheuk 9. Honein MA, Barrios LC, Brooks JT. Data and Policy to Guide Opening Schools
Safely to Limit the Spread of SARS-CoV-2 Infection. JAMA 2021;325(9):823-824.
doi:10.1001/jama.2021.0374
987

Masking of any kind should be a family/individual decision.

8/15/2021 4:21 PM

988

Basing serious decisions on fear and not real science damages all the children you are
supposedly trying to protect.

8/15/2021 4:20 PM

989

Masking and social distancing along with vaccinating are all proven methods for curbing the
spread of Covid-19. As children under 12 are unable to be vaccinated, masking and social
distancing are absolutely necessary to curb the spread, yet the LPS district refuses to require
masks and distancing in our schools to protect our most vulnerable population. In my
daughter's middle school, we've already received an exposure notification just two days into
the school year. If safety measures aren't put into place, we will continue to see outbreaks at
an unprecedented level. As the school district and superintendent would rather play politics
instead of look out for the health and safety of their Students, Tri-County health must step in
and put mandates into place to keep not only our children but our entire community safe.

8/15/2021 4:19 PM

990

No mask mandate for any students of any age.

8/15/2021 4:18 PM

991

As a parent of two students in the Littleton Public School district I am very supportive of a
mask mandate. At this point the school district seems to be relying on Tri-County Health for
guidance. However, just recommending masks has not moved the needle. When almost all of
the school districts are requiring masks it is concerning that LPS is not. I have a child who is
high risk with asthma who is under 12. She has not been able to get the vaccine. Until all
children have the opportunity for the vaccine schools should mandate masks. As parents we
need Tri-County Health to step in and share your expertise and require a mask mandate. 7% of
children have asthma in the US. It is higher in elementary school children who again have not
been able to have the vaccine. Please keep our children safe, healthy and learning. I feel
requiring masks will keep students able to attend school.

8/15/2021 4:16 PM

992

No masks. That is just ridiculous. It’s been proven time and again they are not effective.

8/15/2021 4:09 PM

993

I am a volunteer in Cherry Creek and my grandchildren are in Douglas County. I’m also a
retired teacher. I feel strongly that there is no evidence that masks work for children. First of
all, they rarely have them on correctly. So it seems illogical for the teachers to spend valuable
teaching time making kids do so. Additionally, the incidence of Covid transmission in schools
(especially elementary) is low with very little data backing the requirement. Finally, let children
be children and also make hygiene an important part of the day’s activities. The most
important thing parents can do is keep sick kids home and the need for masks becomes
redundant. Please put mental health first!

8/15/2021 4:08 PM

994

1) my kids already had Covid. They now have natural immunity and are not spreaders nor at
risk of death 2) the immune system is being weakened with constant masking which is way
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worse for children who statistically don’t die from Covid. 3) we don’t mask up for flu season
which actually kills children. 4) suicides and depression are way up for children and too much
mask wearing can be a major factor as CO2 levels are present while continuous masking. If
you look up articles about hypercapnia BEFORE the year 2020, you would see that
hypercapnia causes depression as well as all kinds of other symptoms already witnessed from
mask wearing. 5) most of the world masked up and locked down and still it spread which
means that masks don’t work - as doctors said in spring 2020. ..... In short, they don’t stop
spread, they are dangerous when constantly used, learning is slowed (new study shows babies
born in the Covid era or just before have lower IQ scores because masks block human
interaction which children need), children are not at risk of death from Covid and many children
are already inoculated and don’t need it.
995

Do NOT, i repeat DO NOT impose a mask mandate or WE WILL remove our lids from the
public sector & begin attending a private academy.

8/15/2021 4:07 PM

996

Masks should be optional for anyone wanting to wear one and non-masking should be available
for anyone not wanting to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 4:06 PM

997

To the Tricounty Health Department Board, As a pediatrician in our community, I have had the
privilege of caring for our children from birth to age 21 for over 20 years. I keep up with all of
the data regarding physical and mental well being through studies and consultation with the
AAP and experts in our community. Caring for our kids during the pandemic has shown that
children are suffering and not immune from the physical, emotional, and academic toll COVID
has taken on our community. The AAP and CDC have unequivocally recommended masking in
schools as a way to keep children and community members (teachers, parents, grandparents,
etc) safe. Masks prevent transmission, but only when everyone wears them. Tricounty is also
recommending masks, but In the past two weeks, I have been involved in many school events
such as return to class, preseason sports, and orientations, and the majority of people have
interpreted “recommended" as “optional", and therefore, are not wearing masks. In the past
couple of weeks since Douglas County returned to school, my practice has seen a significant
number of positive cases in our practice. The report from kids, parents, and staff is that there
is little to no mask wearing in school, and thus, based on what we know about mask wearing,
these cases could likely have been prevented. While it is true that COVID is less serious for
children than adults, this is also not a benign disease in pediatrics- we have seen
hospitalizations, ICU admissions, and deaths. The numbers in our country and our community
are rising quickly for our pediatric population. While vaccination is critical, with only 50% of our
12-17 year olds vaccinated (and 0% of 11 and younger)- all of our kids are at serious risk.
While the vaccine is helpful in preventing lifethreatening disease compared to not being
vaccinated, even those vaccinated are at risk (at this time, vaccine is thought to be only about
50% effective, and of those who are infected, 10% are at risk of hospitalization or death). We
are already seeing “breakthrough cases” in those who are vaccinated, and we now know that
even asymptomatic vaccinated positive people can spread the disease just as easily. While
vaccination is critical, alone, with the delta variant and the numbers in our community, it is not
enough to protect our community. In addition to the health risks associated with not masking at
all ages, there will be another significant disruption to learning in school this year as Delta
continues to spread throughout our schools, leading to quarantines and remote learning, which
everyone agrees is detrimental to the academic, social, and emotional well being for these
adolescents and children who have already lost so much. While I absolutely respect that some
things are left to choice, when it comes to public health, sometimes a decision needs to be
made on behalf of a community. For example, the measles vaccine is required to attend
school, smoking indoors is not allowed in restaurants, seat belts are required for driving, the
drinking age is 21. We know that when things are optional, people will do what they want,
which is not necessarily in the best interest of those around them, and can often lead to life
threatening consequences. Not wearing a mask puts everyone at risk, not just the person who
chooses not to wear a mask. Lastly, peer pressure for adolescents is a well known and studied
phenomenon. And I know that for me, an adult physician, entering these school events as the
only mask wearer felt incredibly uncomfortable. I can only imagine how our kids, who are
already suffering an unprecedented amount of anxiety, feel. I believe in Tricounty and know
that you will make the decision for our children that will protect them. Please require masks for
everyone indoors at school- for all ages. They are relying on the adults in their lives to keep
them safe. Thank you for your consideration and all you have done for our community. Please
let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Best- Sharon Sagel MD Southeast Denver
Pediatrics.

8/15/2021 4:05 PM

998

Masking of Children for infinitesimal risk of contracting or transmitting COVID is extremely
harmful. Masking should only be recommended for those at high risk who have not vaccinated.
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I’m in the health industry and the ‘science’ is extremely inconclusive for children and much of
the hype for kids has come from cherry picked data sets.
999

Dear TriCounty Health Dept- I urge you to mandate mask wearing in all indoor school settings.
Littleton Public Schools will not require this until the health department does. Thus, we need
your expertise, leadership, and intervention from a scientific standpoint in the midst of the
Delta variant which is not at all like last year's COVID. While LPS states they have a "layered
approach," they are not using pods, nor cohorts, nor small consistent groups. They are not
taking advantage of class outside. And above all that, there is little, if any, social distancing.
They are mixing classrooms during lunch and specials and allowing big groups to gather. Kids
can switch up who they sit with regularly. While LPS stated they have enhanced ventilation,
this hasn't been transparent or obvious and many school buildings are old. Masks are the next
best preventative measure needed to keep our kids safe from COVID and the unknown longhaul effects of COVID. It also helps keep our broader community & the immunocompromised
safe. Masking in school should not be political, personal, or a matter of choice--it is a safety
rule that is necessary just like the dozens of other safety and health rules that schools enforce
every day. While I appreciate you opening this up for public comment, please use the CDC,
AAP, Dr. Fauci and other top scientists expertise on masking a requirement, especially as we
are seeing substantial and high transmission. What's happening in the South is being predicted
to happen here by Fall and Winter--masking can help stop the surge and keep hospitalizations
down. I also urge that this is PreK-12 grades since many are not vaccinated even if eligible
and may have younger siblings or vulnerable family members at home. Masking will also keep
our kids in-school versus the disruption that quarantining causes. And masks are a small
inconvenience compared to mental and physical health consequences associated with COVID.
I find it is the adults with the complaints more than the children. Thank you for the time and
commitment to read these comments and ultimately, to make a mask mandate.

8/15/2021 4:04 PM

1000

Delta is not last year's COVID. It is much more infectious and is making people sicker.
Continuing to let it spread also increases the risk of additional variants, potentially setting us
back even farther. We have a duty to use what we've learned in the past 18 months to keep
our kids and school staff safe. Honestly, it shocks me that this is even a question you are
asking the public. Politicing CDC recommendations further is a detriment to everyone.

8/15/2021 4:03 PM

1001

To the Board of Health, Please institute a health mandate that requires masks in schools this
year. At the very least masks should be required for all students who do not currently have the
option for a vaccine (children under 12). Your department's lack of action to this effect,
especially given the current spread of covid, is disappointing and confusing to say the least.
We are all experiencing a health pandemic where students and our communities are at risk.
You manage the health department. Demonstrate some leadership in your capacity and
mandate masks in our schools. It's frustrating for me to have to lobby TCHD to mandate
masks. Your department has the expertise and knowledge about the advantages of wearing
masks and being proactive against covid. At this point masking in schools should not be up for
debate. I implore and challenge you to do your job. Act for the health and safety of my children
and our entire community. Make masks mandatory in schools! Sincerely, Kara Harris
Elementary School Parent, Littleton Public Schools

8/15/2021 4:00 PM

1002

I support universal masking in school and other indoor locations. With a lower than optimal
vaccination rate across Colorado and the nation, I strongly believe masks can provide
increased protection against the spread of the more contagious Delta variant. I would rather
have everyone mask up again than shut down and send the kids back online. Worse for mental
health to be shut down again. Thank you.

8/15/2021 3:59 PM

1003

We need to protect those who cannot get a vaccine! This includes children’s and people with
medical conditions that won’t allow them to vaccinate. Please start a mask mandate for all
indoor settings, at least while the Delta variant is so out of control. Thank you!

8/15/2021 3:59 PM

1004

There is absolutely no data-based scientific evidence that masks are effective. The survival
rate in healthy young adults is 90%+ with many 90%+ effective prophylactic treatments in the
case of contraction. Masks take away a student's dignity, damage their health, and perpetuate
a climate of fear. It is irresponsible as medical professionals to mandate masks when you took
an oath to support the health of your patients.

8/15/2021 3:58 PM

1005

I’ve had all three of my kids vaccinated I feel like kids who are not vaccinated should wear
masks.

8/15/2021 3:55 PM

1006

Masking children should be a personal decision for the child and their family. We all choose
different ways to protect ourselves and our children. As a registered dietitian nutritionist with an
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MS in nutrition and applied physiology, I take great measures to protect our family through diet
and lifestyle. My focus has been to support their evolving immune system, which requires
exposure to day to day viruses, bacteria and other “germs”. After a year of masking our youth
we are seeing a huge spike in respiratory illnesses during the summertime across the country
and world, something we don’t normally see. https://www.wistv.com/2021/07/09/cdc-reportsunprecedented-summer-spike-respiratory-virus/ We are doing our children a huge disservice by
masking them the entire school day and on buses to and from school. They pose a major
interference with learning, especially in the younger age group learning speech development,
phonics, social/emotional skills and nonverbal communication. Not to mention, the
inappropriate use of face masks in children and the resulting filth on these masks that are
dropped on the floor, placed on their desks and lunch tables, sneezed into, sweat on through
exercise or on hot days and then placed back over their noses and mouths for them to attempt
to breath through for the duration of the day. It’s disgusting and studies have shown far worse
pathogens than SARS-CoV-2, including streptococcus pneumonia, mycobacterium
tuberculosis, neisseria meningitidis, escherichia coli and diphtheria!
https://townhall.com/tipsheet/scottmorefield/2021/06/15/a-group-of-parents-sent-their-kids-facemasks-to-a-lab-for-analysis-heres-what-they-found-n2591047 During this entire COVID-19 era,
children have not been the primary age group of concern for harm. The flu is more deadly to
children of this age group and we've never considered masking them during a flu season, that
would be insane. We don’t know the long term effects of masking our youth, but we do know
they have the potential to cause both physical and emotional harm. https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1435/rr-40 https://vernoncoleman.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/proof-that-face-masks-do-more-harmthan-good-v2.pdf - https://www.globalresearch.ca/masks-causing-decaying-teeth-receding-gumlines-sour-breath-reports-ny-dentists/5725623 I believe this tyrannical overreach of government
is a push towards vaccination for all, which is coercion not consent. The CDC, WHO, CDPHE
and TCHD are not elected officials. Therefore any type of health “protection” measures should
remain a recommendation, not a mandate. Educating our children should be a partnership
between the school and parents. We want trust in our schools, district and elected board of
education members. With that said, protecting our children and their health is not in the
jurisdiction of Tri-County Board of Health or our school district’s board of education, but rather
ours as parents, how we chose to support and protect our children. Parental sovereignty first
and foremost. When the health measures cause more harm than what the measures are trying
to protect us from, we have to stop and ask what is best for the children. We need to get back
on track and restore a normal life for them. Please stand with parents, restore parental
sovereignty and common sense and let our children be children, learn in a constructive
educational setting and give them back their innocence and freedoms. Thank you.
1007

No
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1008

Until children can be protected by a vaccine they should wear masks to protect themselves
and their families and community.

8/15/2021 3:54 PM

1009

Not only is there a new variant widely spreading throughout the US and Colorado, many
families have members that are immunocompromised, including my family. However, we do
not have the option to home school our child. I feel that as a school district it is more important
to lean into science and public health and not opinion. It is a fact the COVID continues to
spread and incidents of child cases are on the rise. Our elementary students cannot be
vaccinated, so wearing a mask to protect their health, and their family’s health, seems a very
small price to pay for the safety of others. Even vaccinated people are susceptible to the delta
variant. I would ask that you please consider the importance of in-person education, working
parents, and the safety of all families. I know this is a difficult and controversial subject and I
greatly appreciate the consideration.

8/15/2021 3:52 PM

1010

I am a preschool teacher. I do not support masking for schools under any circumstances. To
begin, on 8/12/21, Governor Polis announced that 501 people were hospitalized with COVID19. He said that 7 of those 501 people were children under the age of 10. That is a 1.3% of
hospitalizations of children. Not even 2% of current hospitalizations are children, so there is no
need to mask them. Secondly, from the data on CDPHE, there is currently 65,998 cases of
COVID-19 in Arapahoe county. There are 857 deaths due to COVID-19. That means there is
1.2% chance of dying from COVID. Lastly, young children have a hard time wearing a mask.
It’s uncomfortable and gets sweaty. Children are more likely to touch their masks and
contaminate them with germs from the surfaces they touch. Coming from a school setting,
children also have a harder time hearing instructions when everyone is masked. If a parent
wants their child to be masked, that is their right. If a parent does not want their child to be
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masked, that is also their right. It should not be mandated in schools, but instead left for
parents to decide. Thank you for taking the time to read this.
1011

I’m almost 80 years old and I want my grandchildren to be protected

8/15/2021 3:48 PM

1012

Masking kids is terrible and we all know it has nothing to do with health or science. It is a
scary control measure. Fauci’s own emails prove this when he said “ masks don’t do much to
stop the spread of a virus.”

8/15/2021 3:43 PM

1013

Our son was in-person the entire 2020-2021 school year without wearing a face covering as he
was in kinder. School was never interrupted for COVID. We have been very cautious about the
extra curricular a we partake in so that we could remain in person and mask free. We wear
masks so that our children hopefully don’t have to at school while they are learning.

8/15/2021 3:43 PM

1014

My husband Tim and I believe it is in the best interest of our children not to wear a mask. We
feel like it has been a constant strain on their mental health and well-being. As parents we are
willing to risk that they may contract COVID-19. We don’t feel like the virus is a threat to their
health. The long term effects of having to wear a mask are much more detrimental to their
growth in our opinion.

8/15/2021 3:37 PM

1015

Mask are according to Fauci and CDC and WHO not helping spread the virus, children have
0.00001% of dying from covid, last year imposed masking only created chaos and
unnecessary impediment on childrens speech and interaction.

8/15/2021 3:36 PM

1016

With 38 - 61% of 12 - 18 year-olds vaccinated in the 3 counties (numbers dependent on county
and age bracket), it is far below the number needed for "herd immunity." If masks are not
required, or required for only those teens unvaccinated, there will be too much peer pressure
on the unvaccinated teens to go without their masks, putting all students (both vaccinated and
unvaccinated) and faculty at higher risk. The schools shouldn't have to be in the position of
"policing" who is vaccinated. Make masks mandatory for all, not just those under 12 until
vaccines are mandatory.

8/15/2021 3:36 PM

1017

The minor discomfort of wearing masks indoors is far outweighed by the importance of in
person learning for academic, physical, and mental health. The scientific evidence is
unequivocal that universal masking is essential for slowing/stopping the spread of COVID-19.
If given the choice, most children and especially adolescents will choose to NOT wear a mask,
with peer pressure increasing the likelihood of not wearing masks. As a licensed clinical child
psychologist, it is not fair to place this decision in the hands of youth, who are easily
influenced by peers, and are known to make decisions that are not to their benefit. Further,
with only half of eligible students currently vaccinated, and no students under the age of 12
eligible for vaccination yet, the risk of spreading COVID in the schools is incredibly high (and
even more so with the Delta variant). Our students suffered enough with hybrid/online learning
last year.

8/15/2021 3:34 PM

1018

It has always been a know fact, taught to all medial personal, that a mask cannot stop an airborn virus. It is not only illogical for people to wear masks in hopes of protecting themselves
from Covid-19, it is also detrimental to our health to be breathing in our own carbon dioxide.
Please use logic and common sense!! Do not make a bad situation worse by imposing a mask
mandate. "Viruses are far too small to be stopped by the wearing of most masks, other than
sophisticated ones designed for that task and which were too costly and complicated for the
general public to properly wear and keep changing or cleaning. It was also understood that long
mask wearing was unhealthy for wearers for common sense and basic science reasons."
LifeSiteNews.com: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/47-studies-confirm-inefectiveness-ofmasks-for-covid-and-32-more-confirm-their-negative-health-effects/

8/15/2021 3:33 PM

1019

I am a paramedic who has been serving my community for over 23 years. I was a participant
and contributor to the bird flu, swine flu, Ebola, and COVID scares. It is clear to all of us that
COVID is much more than a scare. I do not believe that politics play a role in how we protect
our children. The individual liberties of any persons to when they infringe on the liberties of
others. The purpose of the government and health department are to care for and ensure, to
the best of their ability, the health and safety of the members of the community. This is simple
and can be done with a mask mandate until we have vaccines for children and know they are
effective against COVID Delta. I find it amazingly discouraging that most of the people that are
arguing against masks are the ones who were most vocal about returning to in person learning.
Students and teachers deserve better.

8/15/2021 3:33 PM

1020

As a high school teacher, I ask that you please mandate universal mask wearing in all

8/15/2021 3:33 PM
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schools. This past week was teacher work week and I already know of 2 positive cases (of
vaccinated staff) at 2 different schools. A "recommendation" to wear a mask is simply not
enough. I truly believe we need mask wearing in schools to curb the spread...especially with
the Delta variant. I have been, and plan to continue, wearing a mask at school. It helps me feel
good to know that I am helping to keep my students and fellow staff safe by wearing a mask, I
would like for others to please wear one to keep me safe as well.
1021

Free choice, let parents chose what is best for their families.

8/15/2021 3:31 PM

1022

Our superintendent refuses to require masks unless there is a mandate. Please make masks
mandatory. Our district is at a 20-40% rate of masking and most of the teachers and both of
my kids' schools are not masking.

8/15/2021 3:31 PM

1023

My kids need in-person learning. Most kids and parents would say they want in-person
learning. Putting on a mask indoors ensures more in-person learning. During virtual learning,
kids could see their teachers’ mouths on zoom. it didn’t make zoom better. The science says
that if we mask up, there will be more of a chance that kids will be in school. So let’s mask up.
Simple.

8/15/2021 3:31 PM

1024

I would like to see masks along with social distancing mandatory in Littleton public schools.
My kids start school tomorrow and I’m on the edge of withdrawing them due to masks not
being mandated, It would make me feel so much better about having them in school if masks
were required.

8/15/2021 3:26 PM

1025

I support masking and testing - reevaluate in 2 months

8/15/2021 3:26 PM

1026

I do not support mask mandates for our children- I strongly feel this decision should be up to
the parents. They are our children, we know what is best for their health and can take
necessary precautions that we feel are necessary. Wearing a mask last year all day every day
brought more negative affects than positive last year. Children sat silent all day at school bc
they felt they couldn’t speak while masked. My children also said it was hard to understand
their teachers clearly while they were masked. I saw an increase in depression and anxiety in
my children and their friends, and they had a hard time learning while feeling like they couldn’t
breathe well or even get a sip of water for fear of being yelled at to out their mask back on.
Teaching our children to live in fear is very unhealthy for development. Not allowing children to
see their teachers mouth while reading to them, or the teachers not being to see the
expressions on children’s faces has a much longer term affect on development and education.
Instead of mandating masks, how about we mandate more active time outside, provide
healthier lunch options, and teach the children and families about how to boost their immune
systems.

8/15/2021 3:25 PM

1027

While I appreciate and respect the optional masking that is currently in place, it is harder for
elementary school kids to be as respectful. My 2nd and 5th graders were already picked on in
their first two days of school for trying to stay safe and wear their masks. Also so rewarding to
not bring home all the other back to school germs!

8/15/2021 3:25 PM

1028

It’s insane not to have universal masking. I’m 80 years old and I support it for my
grandchildren

8/15/2021 3:24 PM

1029

My granddaughter is 11 and wears wears a mask which gives her some protection but not
enough with children around her unmasked and mostly unvacinated. These children also
should be practicing distancing as well as anything else that can be done to keep them healthy
during this difficult time.

8/15/2021 3:24 PM

1030

The BOARD seems concerned about COVID-19 as evidenced by:
The BOARD OF
HEALTH MEETING and
PUBLIC FORUM In order to maintain social distancing
requirements to prevent the spread of COVID-19, this meeting will be held virtually via Zoom
Webinar. Please protect the children, especially the 11 year olds (granddaughter) who cannot
be vaccinated but wear masks to protect themselves and others. Protect them from others
who do not seem to care for protecting themselves or any one else.

8/15/2021 3:23 PM

1031

Littleton public schools proved over the summer their disinfecting, social distancing, and hand
washing techniques work. 900 summer students, 2 positive cases with outside school
exposures, no masks all summer. No masks then needed with those numbers. Now staff are
vaccinated, they are supposedly protected with that shot so why punish the kids. I vote no
mask mandate; but let parents decide what’s best for their kids, not anyone else.

8/15/2021 3:23 PM

1032

Please protect our kids with masking. ESPECIALLY until the youngest can be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 3:20 PM
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1033

There are far more peer reviewed scientific articles stating the long term negative health
consequences from wearing masks than those that support mask wearing. To justify a CDC
mask wearing recommendation without them providing proof (that is not peer rejected) is
ignorant.

8/15/2021 3:18 PM

1034

I have a 7 year old daughter who cannot get a vaccine. We were worried about Covid enough
to do the online learning program last school year. A decision we didn’t not make lightly and
was hard for all as working parents. Now there is no online option with LPS, Covid numbers are
worse and delta is much more contagious and there is no mask mandate! Our daughter is one
a few in a class of 26 wearing a mask. Please issues a mask mandate to help protect those
who cannot get vaccinated. Masks were required last year, and the school principal said it was
no problem. I cannot understand why there is no mask mandate when things are so much
worse.

8/15/2021 3:18 PM

1035

Masks aren't helpful for young children. They serve as more of a distraction while they are
trying to learn.

8/15/2021 3:16 PM

1036

No masks these are not proven to be effective! 3:30 pm on a Friday telling me we need to get
our children ready for this mask mandate Monday! Stop this now!

8/15/2021 3:15 PM

1037

Numbers don’t support a mask mandate in school

8/15/2021 3:12 PM

1038

First it was yo flatten the curve, then it was to get the vaccine, now you want to punish those
who got the vaccine by making them wear masks anyway? This doesn't add up. Teachers
cannot teach effectively with masks on.

8/15/2021 3:09 PM

1039

Children under 18 cannot choose to drink, smoke, drive, gamble, get tattoos, etc. We do this
because we feel they are not yet mature enough to handle these decisions in a way that will
not harm themselves or others. Why then would we allow them to choose whether or not to
wear a mask during a worldwide pandemic? Thank you for making that decision for them and
keeping as many people as safe as you can. Until the vaccine is available to all age groups,
we should rely on what the doctors and scientists suggest will keep us safe. Please keep
masks mandatory for as long as needed. Thank you.

8/15/2021 3:08 PM

1040

It is not up to the Board of health to determine if children at low risk and likely are healthy
should mask. Parents have authority over their children and can decide what each child needs.
These mandates have proven to be unhealthy for our children. No masking of healthy children.
By all means make advisory suggestions to which parents can consider in caring for their
children.

8/15/2021 3:08 PM

1041

I stand behind parents making the choice for masks in school and not having it mandatory by
the state/district

8/15/2021 2:59 PM

1042

Mandatory vaccination okay Mandatory mask for unvaccinated okay Mandatory mask for
Vaccinated “NO”

8/15/2021 2:58 PM

1043

Masking our children to attend school is cruel and doesn’t follow actual science. COVID does
not affect our children the way it does adults. Please for the love of our children do not do this
to them.

8/15/2021 2:57 PM

1044

I have several studies including one published by NIH on file showing that masks offer no
protection from viral infection. Studies have also shown that wearing masks for an extended
period leads to oxygen deprivation which can lead to brain damage. Wearing masks for an
extended period of time can also lead to secondary infections. Some psychologists consider
forcing children to wear masks child abuse. The issuing of such a mandate by the health
department is also a violation of law since the department is not a representative of the people
through the electoral process.

8/15/2021 2:57 PM

1045

Thank you so very much for mandating masks for elementary school children. Until children
have the opportunity to receive the vaccination, we should be doing what we know works and
having them wear masks while at school. Due to anti-masking efforts, we have recent data
that show that making masks optional leads to significant learning disruption and transmission
within schools. This disruption leads to profoundly negative effects on learning,
class participation, parental employment opportunities, and community physical and mental
health. While I understand that people are fatigued from collective preventative efforts, now is
not the time to limit protective efforts for vulnerable humans. While I understand that there are
other risks that my children face on a daily basis that are statistically more likely to cause
harm (e.g., swimming, riding in a car or on a bike), we also have protective measures that are

8/15/2021 2:55 PM
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nearly universally accepted as harm-mitigation techniques (e.g., swimming lessons and
lifeguards, seatbelts, helmets). The potential harm (sickness, long COVID, hospitalization) and
risk to a child who contracts COVID-19 is far greater than any of the potential drawbacks (e.g.,
not getting a full range of facial cues) that might come with mask-wearing. At this point in the
pandemic, children have been taught the benefits of wearing a mask so when faced with a
learning environment where only half (or far less, judging from a recent back-to-school event)
are wearing masks, children are going to experience anxiety about their risk and potential
bullying by those whose home life might be fueled by anti-masking rhetoric. A study by Wang
et al (The Association Between Physical and Mental Health and Face Mask Use During the
COVID-19 Pandemic: A Comparison of Two Countries with Different Views and Practices)
concluded that "the use of face masks at the community level may safeguard better physical
and mental health". Additionally, a team of researchers at the University of Edinburgh (UK)
"found that consistent mask-wearing was associated with positive well-being among their
participants". Furthermore, "the study found that the odds of feeling anxious were 58% lower
among those who always wore their masks. The likelihood of experiencing depressive
symptoms was 25% lower among people who wore their masks most of the time. Lastly, the
odds of feeling lonely were 67% lower among those who always wore their masks." Isolation
breeds loneliness, depression, anxiety and other mental health distress. We must do all we
can to preserve a "normal" life as much as possible for our children. While I think that we all
wish we were past masking and other transmission-reduction efforts, we're not. We need to
continue to protect the physical AND mental health of children by doing all we can to keep
them healthy and in a physical learning environment
1046

Our kids need to be able to be kids not suffer behind a mask. Allow those who want to get
vaccinated get vaccinated and others who don’t don’t. If the vaccine works then it doesn’t
matter what we do. Masks create, health and social issues for kids.

8/15/2021 2:54 PM

1047

Please do not mask our children, this should be considered child abuse, it divides and scares
them and they do no good. The children are not a risk, and the parents should decide, not the
government. It’s not the governments role to protect anyone, it’s your role to protect our rights
under the constitution.

8/15/2021 2:54 PM

1048

Masks are unnecessary and unhealthy for children. They are detrimental and prevent proper
communication. As someone who has spent years working with children, facial expressions
are incredibly important and a large part of communication. Children need to see faces in order
to learn to speak properly. Stop forcing masks.

8/15/2021 2:45 PM

1049

I believe the Board of Health should consider watching this video created by Dr. Dan Stock
regarding mask mandates and provide studies that refute his claims. https://rumble.com/vl26ridr.-dan-stock-on-what-the-nihcdc-did-wrong-with-the-covid-19-response.html

8/15/2021 2:40 PM

1050

This age group is not at risk.

8/15/2021 2:38 PM

1051

Comments from the public on a issue that has abundant recommendations from the overriding
medical organizations is ridiculous. Follow the CDC and the AAP. Feelings don’t matter,
opinions don’t matter. Indoor gathering without masks guarantees a sick population.

8/15/2021 2:37 PM

1052

Board Members, As we are all aware, the data supports multiple mitigation strategies to reduce
transmission of COVID-19. As a healthcare professional and a parent, I am afraid that without
a mask mandate, it will be hard to keep kids consistently in school. It will be most difficult for
those that are not eligible to receive a vaccine yet. Pivoting between in-person learning and
remote learning has been hard on my children's mental and physical health. Based upon
vaccine information available today (8/15) on the TCHD website, many students that are
eligible for vaccination have not completed the series. For example, only 38.02% of 12-15 year
olds within Adams County have fully been vaccinated. Not requiring masks for ALL students
participating in in-person learning puts the broader community at risk. I strongly encourage the
Board of Health to consider implementing mask requirements for in-person learning. Kind
regards, Dr. Amy Go

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1053

Do any of you have an ounce of common sense???! How much are you being paid to continue
your criminal behavior instead of protecting We The People?

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1054

Masks do not protect against viruses. They cause psychological damage to children, who are
the least vulnerable to COVID-19, and they interfere with learning.

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1055

Safety first!

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1056

Our child did great last year while wearing a mask at school. His class was only quarantined 1

8/15/2021 2:36 PM
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time. The one child who tested positive had spread to one other classmate. This allowed us to
remain in school for in person learning throughout most of the year! If the school does not
require masks we are afraid to go.
1057

No more masks !!! Period !!!

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1058

They have scientifically proven from the beginning that children are not affected by COViD as
adults are. It’s one in one million that will die of COViD for children and we are making them
pay the highest price. I worked with kids with behavioral problems for 13 years in the district
and we had many kids with severe issues back then. What we are doing to these kids is
unforgivable and we will see the results from this. We can’t possibly control every issue and
we need the parents to retain their right to choose for their kids. It is not one answer for all as
we see all over that some mask and some don’t as is the districts , some are some aren’t. My
parents fought in the war for our freedom to choose and we can’t resort to taking away that
freedom. Let parents who want their kids to mask up and the ones that don’t also have that
right. There is no perfect protection just like our parents went through polio, Spanish flu and
they have found that twice as many people have died from the flu but they never report a
comparison just a number which confuses people . But the kids aren’t in that risk for COViD.
Please don’t make them pay the price. They say the kids are resilient but having worked with
the behavioral kids they don’t express their feelings and a lot of them have become “shooters”
out of desperation. Please think this through, you can’t control all of our exposure unless
you’re in a bubble! That is not living!

8/15/2021 2:33 PM

1059

CDC reports less than 400 kids have died from COVID in over 18 months. The rate of
hospitalization in the state of Colorado is less than 1%, the rate of mortality is less 0.01%.
That is extremely low risk, more children die from drowning every year than from COVID. Add
to this the fact that masks do not truly block the virus as it is significantly smaller than the
openings that exist with even N95 masks. They may reduce transmission just like covering
your mouth when you cough or sneeze is helpful, but they do not provide universal protection,
and it is my observation that they cause more harm than help. Masks have caused emotional
stress and depression in my children and their friends. It definitely makes it harder to socialize
and engage when you are told to stay away from each other and cover your face. It is
isolating. The mental health implications are far more significant than the risk from Covid as
outlined above, and as we know this virus will continue to mutate. Are we planning to have
them wear masks forever? Having to wear masks during sports has also increased my
daughter's breathing challenges. I do respect that others may disagree with me, and they are
free to wear a mask. I do not think bullying due to mask wearing is a wide spread issue at
schools, and bullying should not be tolerated for any causal and dealt with as the problem not
the result of some stimulus. For example, cell phones and social media can be linked to
significantly more bullying than mask wearing, and yet we do not significantly limit either. Risk
of bullying should not be a reason to institute school wide masking. This should simply be a
parental decision.

8/15/2021 2:28 PM

1060

Please. Do not make children wear masks to school. Let it be a parents choice. If you have a
compromised situation let that be the reason for the Parents to mandate masks.

8/15/2021 2:27 PM

1061

Keep our kids 11 and under and school staff safe!

8/15/2021 2:25 PM

1062

I support universal masking in all indoor school settings. My family is fully vaccinated and will
be masking. I am grateful that CCSD has mandated masking for K-6. However, not all middle
schoolers in 7th grade are able to be vaccinated or are their families in support of vaccines and
masking. I know from speaking to other families that their unvaccinated students in 7th grade
will not be masked because they believe their children have antibodies from a previous
infection. Please follow the state universities in Colorado and mandate indoor masking to
protect all of our families.

8/15/2021 2:24 PM

1063

I think the decision needs to be left up to families to mask or not to mask in a school setting.

8/15/2021 2:24 PM

1064

If some parents are worried about their children being exposed to the virus, it should be their
right to provide masks for their children. Masks are not healthy for children to wear and should
not be required.

8/15/2021 2:24 PM

1065

I want to voice my opinion in favor of requiring a mask requirement in all of our schools. I know
you will be getting many emails and public comments about this issue. I know that the
“unmask our kids” crowd is passionate as well. Especially with the highly infectious Delta
variant circulating, removing masks indoors could be a recipe for disaster. Just one infected
child could spread the virus to an entire class, especially in elementary schools where no

8/15/2021 2:20 PM
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children are yet vaccinated. This is why both the CDC and the Academy of American
Pediatrics strongly recommend masks for unvaccinated children in schools at this point in the
pandemic. Many are saying that the reason why we can drop the mask mandate inside school
buildings is because children are at minimal risk for severe COVID. This is true, to some
extent. Yet at the same time, the CDC has data showing that among adolescents who were
hospitalized with COVID this past spring, a third were admitted to the ICU and 5% required
ventilation. We are seeing huge hospitalization spikes in children who have caught the Delta
variant, including children admitted to intensive care units. Over 400 children have died so far
of COVID-19. Last school year proved that kids could go to school and remain safe, even
during a global pandemic. Why was this possible? MASKS. Masks worked last school year,
and most children adapted well. And part of the reason masks worked well is because all
children and staff wore them inside diligently. If we move toward a maskless or mask-optional
environment, especially among children under 12, we risk losing that safety measure that so
many of us desire and deserve for our children. Again, all it takes is one maskless, infected
individual to spread the virus to many. Until all school-aged children have the opportunity to be
vaccinated against Covid-19, we need to continue to protect them. Even vaccinated individuals
can get and spread Covid-19, and while they will be well protected against getting seriously ill,
they still may transmit the virus, particularly to those who are unvaccinated. While children are
thankfully less likely to die or require hospitalization than adults, many are still developing long
term symptoms from the virus. Recent numbers show that children account for more than 24%
of new weekly COVID infections and that is before school starts. Despite most children
experiencing relatively mild cases, my big concerns are two-fold: 1) We still don't fully know
the long-term effects of long-COVID. Recent studies are showing long term cognitive impacts
which is very concerning (Hampshire et al., 2021). 2) I am concerned about the ability to have
children infect others. This is a public health issue; it should not be treated as a political issue.
We should follow the science and the science is clear. We need a mask mandate for all in our
schools. Thank you for your time and consideration.
1066

As a parent and teacher I would feel safer with masking for at least k-6. These kids can’t be
vaccinated and being vaccinated doesn’t guarantee anything. Masks are a small price to pay.

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1067

Masks do zero to protect our children and grandchildren. This man-made virus needs to run it's
course and drug companies need to stop making it worse by spreading it even more so with
their poison shots. And, surely, children should not be punished for the agendas of the crooked
government officials and Gates and Soros who are trying to turn this into a communist country.
Please do not let our children suffer the consequences. Please let them breathe freely and
fully. Please allow them to be children.

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1068

This is absolutely absurd. Children should not be masked!!! The teachers should not be
masked. How can children learning to speak and see a teacher enunciate words correctly?
How can we continue to perpetuate this abuse on our children after this long. This should not
be a health department or school board right... infact it’s not!!! It should remain with the
parents. The teachers had the opportunity to be vaccinated if they choose to. The children
posed no serious threat and we have seen that over the last year. But the emotional toll of
suicide and depression has been a serious threat to our children and our community!!! When
will that be stopped? Stop masking our children!!

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1069

Kiss do not need masks! They need guidance, love, and interaction with others.

8/15/2021 2:16 PM

1070

Myself and my family contracted COVID-19 in December 2020. It took months for my husband
and I to feel better. My 2 children were not as affected by it like we were. But if the new variant
is hurting younger people than I want everything done to protect my kids while they are in
school. If not than I will withdraw my children and put them in an at home learning program.

8/15/2021 2:14 PM

1071

My husband and I are both healthcare providers. He text that the issue of masking has been
so politicized that even the organization that is supposed to be examining data, looking to
other public health recommendations (CDC, AAP, CDPHE) and making decisions based on
science and expert consultation is now asking for a vote during a time when misinformation is
rampant is so disheartening. We will lose kids by lacking courage to make these decisions.
What is the worst case scenario to wearing masks?

8/15/2021 2:14 PM

1072

Mask mandate for all! K-12 and staff including. Parents should also be able to know if all of the
staff in school is vaccinated or not.

8/15/2021 2:13 PM

1073

If you are truly basing this decision on “science”, the idea of masking children would not even
be considered. They are not vectors, they do not suffer extreme side effects of covid. We are
damaging our children’s mental and emotional health, by insisting they be masked. Better use

8/15/2021 2:08 PM
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of our money and time would be to instruct on building healthy eating, exercise and emotional
habits, to build a strong natural immunity.
1074

Kids should not be forced to wear a mask all day. This is child abuse!

8/15/2021 2:06 PM

1075

Under Colorado law, the elected school boards have the job of running the public schools.
TriCounty Health board members and bureaucrats do not. Health Board members should be
substituting their judgment for those of elected officials only under very extraordinary
circumstances. Given the low rates of COVID among children, extraordinary circumstances do
not exist here. This is child abuse, you are causing more harm than good with masking
children, contributing to high carbon dioxide levels. A breeding ground for dangerous bacteria.
It causes mouth breathers.

8/15/2021 2:04 PM

1076

Masks are not healthy for 5 year olds to wear daily. There are more facts showing they are
dangerous for kids to wear. Please help stand up for kids!

8/15/2021 2:02 PM

1077

Please be proactive in making public health decisions rather than reactive. Please require
masks before our hospitals are full. Please keep those unable to yet get the vaccine (under 12)
safe. Masks worked last year, require them again.

8/15/2021 2:02 PM

1078

Masking our children is ridiculous. It is not up to you! You are ignoring the science and
damaging the well being of our children.

8/15/2021 2:01 PM

1079

Since children are not at risk, I strongly oppose masking, which presents mental/emotional
health risks.

8/15/2021 1:59 PM

1080

It’s imperative that students wear masks in school. I think we’re going backwards as a society
when our only concern is ourselves. Our children are the most vulnerable and need protection.
Otherwise, we expose them to this horrible virus with its devastating results. I am a
grandmother of three children all of whom begin school tomorrow. All the adults in our family
are vaccinated, not only to protect ourselves, but everyone else. I cannot see a downside to
masks. They are for the protection of all of us. I cannot abide an argument where a person
says his or her rights are being violated by mask mandates. My rights are being violated by
those unmasked individuals. The consequences of unmasked individuals can be fatal. Can the
unmasked keep us safe? I think not.

8/15/2021 1:57 PM

1081

Please do not mask CCSD. Masks are not needed for this population. The science does not
support the use of masks in schools. The students are constantly touching their masks and
adding further complications. Masking is also causing detrimental effects to students mental
health. So many suicides and depressed students. This needs to stop! Do not mask!

8/15/2021 1:57 PM

1082

Under Colorado law, the elected school boards have the job of running the public schools.
TriCounty Health board members and bureaucrats do not. Health Board members should be
substituting their judgment for those of elected officials only under very extraordinary
circumstances. Given the low rates of COVID among children, extraordinary circumstances do
not exist here. This is child abuse, you are causing more harm than good with masking
children, contributing to high carbon dioxide levels. A breeding ground for dangerous bacteria.
It causes mouth breathers.

8/15/2021 1:55 PM

1083

Given the scientific evidence of mask wearing efficacy on reducing COVID transmission, it
would seem prudent to mandate mask wearing in all spaces in which people of any age will
congregate in close proximity. Furthermore, the inconvenience of mask wearing, while
recognized, is no more burdensome than many of the social norms we routinely bear on a daily
basis.

8/15/2021 1:52 PM

1084

I am deeply concerned that Tri County Health is ignoring important scientific research that
confirms that elementary school children should not be wearing masks during their entire
school day. First, the science has proven that young children are not susceptible to covid--nor
do they transmit it. If they do catch it, it is a very mild case. Second, wearing masks at that
young age promotes a breeding ground for bacteria in the mask which can lead to unnecessary
sickness. (Don't tell me their parents will be washing those masks every night because you
know that won't happen.) Third, the mask requirement is cruel in that it is emotionally stressful
and tiring to children. The mask takes away their identity-- it makes it difficult for them to
express themselves. Nor can they accurately determine how other masked people are
expressing themselves. I attended the school board meeting on 8/13 and there was so much
talk the importance of our children's mental health and all the really stupid programs the district
has for that. The best step you could take is to get our children back to a normal school life.
You, Tri Co Health, are causing emotional stress to our kids. Shame on you. Your words that

8/15/2021 1:52 PM
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justify your previous decision for requiring masks use "could" & "potential"--very, very
unscientific. Please, consider the science I have mentioned above.
1085

Mandates are unconstitutional, my childrens health should be our responsibility.

8/15/2021 1:51 PM

1086

This should be a parents choice. The guideline keeps shifting and there is no clear measure of
which to make the decision or reverse the decision. My boys are in 6th grade. It makes no
sense to require them to wear a mask when other grades at their campus are not required to.
There will be interaction amongst all the kids. There is no way to prevent that. It is not ok to
have 1/3 of the campus required to wear masks when the other 2/3 are not expected to follow
same guidelines. What numbers and measures are driving these decisions? I am vaccinated
and sub in the elementary school and have also previously had Covid. Why get vaccinated if
you are still requiring staff to wear masks? How does this motivate anyone who hasn’t to go
out and get vaccinated if masks will be required no matter what. We are allowing fear to drive
decisions. Vaccinated people should not have to wear a mask and you can not pick and
choose which groups of kids have to and don’t have to. The entire campus should be held to
same standard.

8/15/2021 1:48 PM

1087

I don’t think its medically sound to make masks optional. Optional means noone will wear
them and those that do will be bullied for doing so. Makes more sense to tighten restrictions
and loosen up if data shows it is safe to do so.

8/15/2021 1:41 PM

1088

Our children should not be required to wear masks. This should be optional. There is no
evidence to support that this is necessary and our governor has decided that masking is still
optional. There is a vaccine for adults and our kids are at very low risk for death or serious
illness. Covid is NO LONGER a death sentence. Please no more masks for our children. I
have been an ER nurse for 10 years and I see covid on a daily basis. I do not see children who
are ill and now we do not see vaccinated adults who are ill enough to be hospitalized. We need
to focus on vaccination. Not masking our children. This is not the answer to the problem.

8/15/2021 1:40 PM

1089

I firmly believe that you should be Machiavellian in your decision and remember that the needs
of the many always outweigh the needs of the few. Most of us are willing to make sacrifices for
the benefit of all; however, is it just for a few people to make deadly decisions for the majority?

8/15/2021 1:38 PM

1090

Please implement universal masking in indoor school settings for ages 2 and up. The research
clearly shows that masking is the best prevention measure to prevent transmission of Covid
19 in indoor settings and I think it is imperative to have this in place in Tri-County schools to
protect our kids, teachers, staff, and community. Case rates are high and increasing every day
due to the Delta variant and none of our kids under 12 are vaccinated, and less than half of
those over age 12 are. We owe it to our kids to keep them as safe as possible while keeping
schools open for in-person learning. My son is three and will begin preschool at ACC on
Thursday and our family is extremely nervous about sending him without a mask mandate in
place. Please implement universal indoor masking in schools now. Thank you.

8/15/2021 1:37 PM

1091

We do not believe wearing a mask is healthy for our youth, 8 hours a day, 5 days a week. We
feel our children’s immune systems are stronger than a dirty mask.

8/15/2021 1:33 PM

1092

Thank you for your work that resulted in CCSD announcing mask requirements for K-6. I am
hoping that this requirement is expanded to K-12 since many schools also have a mixture of
grades higher than 6th. For example, the Challenge School, where my son is enrolled, is K-8.

8/15/2021 1:31 PM

1093

I do not support mandating kids to wear masks in the classroom. It should be left up to the
parents.

8/15/2021 1:26 PM

1094

I was under the impression that our department of public health should be responsible for
setting policy (mandates and otherwise) that protect the lives of our population. I am surprised
we even have a survey monkey for this. I am pro-masks for indoor settings until robust,
randomized, controlled data are available proving their use one way or another. Absence of
evidence is not evidence of absence. And based on case numbers/hospitalizations/mortality in
locales around the US and World --- we still face a very real problem. Masks indoors is such a
simple initiative while we wait for the unvaccinated to vax up. such needless economic harm
from all this individualism. Why are we not contact tracing? That seems in the purview of our
CDPHE. I would also encourage our public health department to communicate with the FDA to
prioritize other forms of vaccines rather than just the mRNA vaccines available today. Only
targeting the s-protein is highly problematic given the lag time of vaccinations and variant
evolution.

8/15/2021 1:25 PM

1095

It should be the parents choice for the kids to wear masks or not, not the schools.

8/15/2021 1:22 PM
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1096

I am a teacher, coach and father to 6 in DCSD schools. There is NO credible data to mandate
masks in schools. It should be a CHOICE. If a family feels strongly enough to wear a mask, I
will respect their decision. The same courtesy should be extended to me as well. As a teacher
and a coach, I NEED to see the children's faces! I need to see their expression, understand
clearly what they are saying, and make that connection with them. The survival rate for COVID
is ridiculously low. If a mask helps, by all means, please feel free to wear one for yourself or
your child. Where were masks when the flu hits every year??? If they work so well, why
haven't we worn them then? Or during RSV season? I will not get into the political aspect of
this, or about the vaccine. The FACT still remains that this virus, should a child contract it, has
a HUGE survivability rate. According to the AAP, as of 8/5/21, the mortality rate is only
between 0.00% and 0.25%. 0% reported in several states! This does NOT warrant stripping
away my family's freedom of choice. This is a blatant over-reach of power. Should all students
have the right to free and public education? Absolutely. That can look like many different
things! For those that are immuno-compromised, we have homeschooling and online school.
For those that wish to remain in-person, they can wear masks IF THEY CHOOSE. The fact is
that the majority of Coloradoans, especially in Douglas County, are vaccinated and as such,
we do not need mandates. Respectfully, as a teacher and coach of young students, masks
should NOT be mandated. As a parent of 6 children from ages 6-18, masks should NOT be
mandated. If you are truly following the science, then you realize the numbers in our area do
NOT justify a mandate. Thank you.

8/15/2021 1:21 PM

1097

All studies show kids are safe and putting a mask on them causes more harm to them than
any benefits received,

8/15/2021 1:17 PM

1098

We implore you not to reinstate the mask mandate, not only do masks hinder speech (and
hearing), subdue and reduce our kids, teachers and staff to a faceless, expressionless group.
We learn so much by seeing facial movements and gestures, we feel empathy and
compassion from seeing others faces. I have numerous teacher friends who have expressed if
they have to go back to masks, they will consider quitting. Please make masks optional, for
those who are fearful, have immune suppressed systems, they certainly have a choice, let this
be our choice, our kids choice and staff, teachers choice. And I believe your multiple choice
questions below do not reflect how many feel, I would add a 4th at least option, masking
optional for all staff and teachers. That is what I support -- we have become a nation of choice,
where is our choice in these blanket decisions.

8/15/2021 1:15 PM

1099

I fully supported masking before the vaccine was available to adults. The majority of our staff
at American Academy is fully vaccinated and highly unlikely to spread the virus to kids.
Therefore, I do not believe it is necessary at this point. Please do not go through with this
mandate.

8/15/2021 1:14 PM

1100

In much of Europe and in parts of the US, unmasked attendance at schools has not been a
major contributor to COVID-19 transmission.

8/15/2021 1:08 PM

1101

This is America! Let parents choose. Let schools choose. The BoH is an unelected body, the
emergency orders have expired, no more mandates!

8/15/2021 12:58 PM

1102

With the Delta variant effecting kids in a more aggressive way I think children who have not
had the opportunity to be vaccinated should have layers approaches to minimize the spread.
Masks can provide that layer of protection to keep kids in schools and not have to move back
to remote.

8/15/2021 12:57 PM

1103

Hello, I support CHOICE! -Kids have a very VERY small chance of getting a severe case of
covid. In fact The American Academy of Pediatrics finds that pediatric hospitalization of kids
*because of* COVID is extremely rare. A recent study found that some hospitals are reporting
children admitted to the hospital *with* COVID symptoms, or who tested positive for COVID,
but who were not admitted *because of* COVID. -Even if kids do get it, they’re unlikely to pass
it to teachers (who, by the way, can get vaccinated if they want to). Studies in Sweden,
France, Wales, and China show that transmission from a child to an adult, mask or not, is
extremely rare. -Chronic and prolonged mouth breathing (which children who have a hard time
breathing with a mask do) can alter facial development. It is well-documented that children who
mouth-breathe because adenoids block their nasal airways can develop a mouth deformity and
elongated face. -Facial expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for young
children, who are only learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s
face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and emotionless
interactions, anxiety and depression. - Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic
development. It is especially important for children with disabilities such as hearing

8/15/2021 12:54 PM
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impairment.” The risk of mask-wearing for kids simply outweighs any benefits (which there
simply aren't any benefits). I'm asking you to look at this data and to keep mask wearing
optional for our children. If parents want to send their kids with a mask that is their choice, but
keep it a CHOICE. Thank you for your time, Jamie Bartlett *sources for these studies were in
my email I sent to multiple staff at Tri-county.
1104

I believe that masks being required for ALL students K-12 in Tri County is the safest option, as
well as it being easy and simple, with no misunderstandings for school districts, teachers,
parents or students. I trust the information given to all of us by the CDC, and the AAP that
mask requirements in school is the safest way to help prevent mass spreading of Covid-Delta.
I live in Littleton and feel this would keep our entire community safer and healthier. I also have
a child, spouse and grandchild who live in Aurora who I want to be safe from this virus
spreading. My Grandson goes to Cherry Creek Schools and will be starting 7th grade on Tues.
8/17/21. My husband and I are considered high risk if we get Covid-Delta. There is a better
way to keep this virus at bay as much as possible, with simply requiring ALL students to wear
masks. If all these children go back to school unmasked, and some being unvaccinated, its
only a matter of time when, not if, there is an outbreak in our schools....and that will spread to
the parents, grandparents, communities and possibly cause more deaths, illness,
hospitalizations as well as school closures and back to online learning, disrupting all families
even more. PLEASE require masks in all TriCounty schools. Please know that the CDC and
AAP are experts in this field and would not advise mask wearing for all for no good reason.
They have studied and dealt with this virus way more than any of us and they know why
masks work better than not wearing masks, especially when hundreds and thousands of
students are going back to gathering in huge crowds inside schools. Please, do the right thing
and keep our students, teachers, administrators and families in our Tri County jurisdiction
(Arapahoe, Adams, Douglas) safe and healthy. Listen to what our experts are telling us to do,
and follow their lead. I know my extended family, friends, and all who live here would end up
safer. Thank you.

8/15/2021 12:51 PM

1105

NO MASKS!

8/15/2021 12:50 PM

1106

Please do not require masks in elementary or middle schools. I am a substitute teacher and
have witnessed the decline in learning that takes place when children and teachers cannot
communicate effectively. Do not allow the fears of a few to dictate the outcome. LPS has an
effective, layered approach to COVID safety that allows parents to decide whether or not their
kids should wear masks. Schools today are aggressive in bully prevention, I have no doubt
this would continue as it relates to masks. This would be a giant step back.

8/15/2021 12:48 PM

1107

I urge to continue to let each school district decide whether mandatory masking is appropriate
for that district. Those parents and children who desire to wear masks should obviously be
allowed to do so. Mask's effectiveness should help protect the masked against the unmasked
and vice versa. Masks do have the downside of not allowing facial expression to convey
meaning and making speech less understandable. Any bullying should be handled as any other
cases of bullying. Mandatory masking of innocent children should not be the remedy.

8/15/2021 12:47 PM

1108

I am horrified that TriCounty Health is asking for the public to comment—the CDC, CDPHE,
and AAP have all provided recommendations. They are experts. I was under the impression
that TriCounty was comprised of experts on public health, no? My three kids returned to school
masked—and they are among a very small group doing so. Cases are on the rise in the
TriCounty area—without a mandate, COVID will continue to circulate and mutate. In a middle
school, as of today 2/3 of students are eligible for a vaccine based on age. Based on statistics
published by TriCounty, the rate of vaccination for ages 12-17 is about 50%. So in a middle
school only 33% of students are vaccinated. One of my sons 8th grade teachers wears a
mask—none of the rest do. He is vaccinated, but understands that if he gets Covid, he will
likely spread it to his younger brothers, who are not old enough to be vaccinated—so he wears
a mask. He is the only person in many of his classes to mask. In 6th grade, my other son is
one of 5 masking—out of a class of 26. None of these kids are old enough for vaccination. In
2nd grade, the rate of masking is about the same as 6th. My kids did online school last year.
We were hopeful for a return to normal this year with some changes based on the ongoing
pandemic. LPS instead started with the idea that they would increase ventilation and sanitize
surfaces—and welcome unmasked unvaccinated visitors and volunteers. They have since
changed course to require unvaccinated staff and all visitors to mask. My goal is for kids to
continue with in person learning this year. Public health officials need to issue requirements
from a basis in science—not popular opinion. School boards and superintendents have varying
levels of both expertise and courage—as citizens, we are relying on you to keep our kids safe,
in school, and our hospitals below capacity.

8/15/2021 12:37 PM
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1109

I have a child who has issues with masking and ended with bacterial infection last year due to
it. Please do not require masks. It also causes the heart to work harder which makes anxiety
worse.

8/15/2021 12:34 PM

1110

I’m not against masks but they should not be mandatory. My daughter is vaccinated and does
not need a mask.

8/15/2021 12:34 PM

1111

Keep our children safe - the best way to do that is to have a mask mandate.

8/15/2021 12:33 PM

1112

Please consider a universal mask mandate for all K-12 schools, independent of vaccine
status. At this time, this is one of the mitigation measures that must be used universally in
schools to help prevent transmission/infection in a population not yet eligible for vaccines and
in those with low vaccination rates. Without a mask mandate, there will be significant
disruptions to in-person learning due to increased preventable risk, which will drastically affect
working families as well. Masks not only help lower COVID risk, but all respiratory illnesses,
which is essential given the expected delta surge in order not to overwhelm our medical
resources. Once vaccines become readily available for elementary age children, promotion of
vaccines will be necessary and perhaps then making masking optional only once a significant
portion of students/staff become immunized may be appropriate depending on the current
circumstances. As a physician and parent, please see the below links in support of universal
making in schools and I strongly encourage you to make recommendations in line with all the
other organizations who have recommended the same. https://www.aafp.org/news/mediacenter/statements/aafp-supports-covid-safetyguidance.htmlhttps://www.acofp.org/acofpimis/Acofporg/News_Publications/Statement_on_K12_Mask_Requirement.aspx?WebsiteKey=fc4f41d1-af75-443c-a928-3d7d67bac6a7 Thank you
for respecting the safety of our students.

8/15/2021 12:32 PM

1113

I feel it should be a patents choice . Not a mandate of the government. These immunizations
are supposed to make it safe .

8/15/2021 12:26 PM

1114

Our goal is to keep schools open. Please mask up. I am concerned Delta will spread like
wildfire and we will have to shut down again.

8/15/2021 12:26 PM

1115

Please don’t not require our children to wear masks. If masks really work, those who choose to
wear them should be protected. If that is not the case, they clearly don’t offer the protection
needed. Please leave this decision to the parents.

8/15/2021 12:26 PM

1116

Remove masks. They are harmful to our children, not only for their health but mentally.
Suicides increased dramatically because of these masks and it all comes back to tri-county
health.

8/15/2021 12:25 PM

1117

Masking our children is child abuse. This “virus” has a 99% survival rate and children ARE
NOT the main carriers or the ones getting sick. Please don’t feed into this communist agenda
and let our children be free to breathe in our schools. Children have the strongest immune
systems and GOD provides all we need. Masking our children is against our GOD given
freedoms and we will not comply!

8/15/2021 12:24 PM

1118

It is horrible for their raspatory system to be wearing a mask. Absolutely against it.

8/15/2021 12:20 PM

1119

No science to prove any value of masks in school. Don't punish our kids.

8/15/2021 12:20 PM

1120

I agree with kids wearing masks as long as is necessary to protect them until we can get them
vaccinated

8/15/2021 12:15 PM

1121

My two children are ages 5 and 6 years old. They are unable to be vaccinated due to their
ages. Please keep masking mandates in school until all school aged children can be
vaccinated. Please also institute clear instructions for when there is an exposure. Require
isolation and quarantine.

8/15/2021 12:13 PM

1122

On August 5, 2021 the CDC updated its COVID-19 guidance in response to new evidence
about the highly contagious Delta variant to strongly recommend "universal indoor masking for
all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.
Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered prevention
strategies in place." Please read full summary of CDC guidance for K-12 schools here:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas counties are all currently considered "high risk" for community
transmission. I urge the Board of Health to follow the latest CDC guidance to keep our children,
teachers, and staff safe and in school. Thank you for considering my views.

8/15/2021 12:08 PM
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1123

My family has been a long time member of this community and feel very unhappy at this time
regarding try county health department and Cherry Creek school district. I do not believe for a
minute that the facts and science support masking children in elementary school. This will be
a huge disadvantage to our children and consequently to our school district and the area. This
is nothing but politics at the expense of our children.

8/15/2021 12:07 PM

1124

The 3 options listed in #4 are inadequate. I support INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. Whether or not a
child wears a mask should be decided by the child’s parents considering their personal needs
and any direction from their doctor. The same applies for adults.

8/15/2021 12:06 PM

1125

I support universal masking for all indoor settings due to the different variants of COVID-19.
The children who are 11 and younger cannot obtain a vaccination to help fight the virus. There
are too many ways for the virus to spread to the younger community through older siblings who
attend the middle and high school settings. From my understanding this variant is
compromising the 5-17 age group. I understand the children are not ending up in the hospital
from this variant and there are few deaths from this variant in the younger communities but
there are scientific studies of multisystem inflammatory syndrome (MIS-C) appearing in the
younger communities and that is what the children are dying from. Last year when my child
returned to in-person learning there were few cases of COVID-19 in school and he wasn't sent
home once nor did I feel as though his health was compromised. This was in part due to the
social distancing, the mask mandate for all who were at school, and the follow through of
quarantining the children who had the virus as well as the children who came into contact with
the ill child. As of right now we are taking the parents "good faith" in making sure they do not
send a sick child to school. This only works if all parents believe COVID is real. Due to some
parents believing the virus a "conspiracy theory" and a "government ploy" to control the
American people, sadly there is no "good faith" in this situation. Also, I work with Infants in a
preschool setting. This is how I see the chain reaction happening. After only TWO DAYS of
school starting, a child in the middle school setting is sent to school with COVID. You guys
(Tri County) send out this vague letter saying there was a low risk in the spread of the virus.
What does "low risk" mean? Does this mean the child used a mask and that's why they are
"low risk?" I understand "low risk" because of the mask, but if no mask was involved then one
positive case happens, then there are four. At this rate the virus is growing exponentially. The
children are at home, getting younger children in the household sick. The younger children go
to school in the elementary setting. They spread COVID exponentially. My child gets sick.
Brings home the virus. Gets me (who is vaccinated) and my younger child who is two, sick
and we go to preschool. I show no signs of the virus nor does my two year old and we spread
the virus in our school and all of this could have been avoided just by wearing masks. We
avoid children getting hurt by using car seats, and seat belts, which is the law. How is wearing
masks any different? You are the Tri County Health Department! You have all the data, the
statistics, the scientific evidence of this virus so far. Of course more and more information
comes out on a daily bases. Tri County "highly recommends" wearing a mask. If you just take
all the information and you make your decision based on scientific evidence, then you already
have your answer about mandating masks.

8/15/2021 12:06 PM

1126

The new study that the cdc is basing masking once more off of is out of India that has not
even been peer reviewed! You must look at actual cases against population. Wearing a mask
all day and breathing in bacteria causes Respiratory Infections and lowers the immune system
making children and others more susceptible to catching covid 19 or other Respiratory
Infections. Cloth masks do Not block the small covid 19 particulates if anything causes our
children to touch their faces more often and frequently as they are adjusting their mask
constantly! Even a N95 or P2 mask when women correctly in medical setting only slightly
reduce risk of infection and those are worn along with line of defense PPE. Not to mention
after working in the medical field myself for over 10 years I know personally it is not a save all
and you are test fitted every year for such masks and redo training on how properly to wear
them. Children cannot even do this or be expected to perform mask wearing at such a high
standard. Let's focus on eating right, exercising, and vitamins to keep the immune system up
and ready at all times! Not on suffercating our children and psychologically damaging them!!!
Personally out of my house hold I had a child that had constant headaches, bloody noses,
difficulty consintrating amongst other issues. You are not paying for her counseling now I AM!!!

8/15/2021 12:04 PM

1127

It should be the parents choice to decide whether their children should be masked. The
majority of masks that kids/adults wear don’t do much for the spread based off of multiple
studies.

8/15/2021 12:02 PM

1128

I write all these comments with the assumption that you are fully aware of the latest research
findings across all fields- from medical to aerosol science- as they relate to COVID as well as

8/15/2021 12:01 PM
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Covid-related recommendations by the US Dept of Education, the CDC, and American
Academy of Pediatrics, indoor-air quality scientists and the aerosol science community.
Current masking protocol is based on earlier variants of COVID. Research and statistics are
showing that children are at greater risk. We need to protect all children. There is currently less
attention to hygiene with this new threat than there was initially with COVID. (At least in LPS)
This is faulty logic. Clearly district leadership needs help to prioritize the science as they're
also relying on public opinion to make decisions. Yet, I offer my opinion here, in case that
matters: Immunocompromised children and their families are not given any options through the
district beyond in-person attendance. So, we must protect our society's vulnerable and provide
them education in line with The Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Many of these families have been
largely homebound for 17 months exercising extreme caution. To force them (because arrest is
a result of not attending school!) into dangerous situations seems unnecessary when masking
is so effective when done globally. If you can address how these kids (and all kids) could also
eat and participate in required music lessons safely, that would be next-level leadership! (My
family falls into this category. I'm happy to speak to our experience if it would help your
decision.) Administrators & teachers who clear directives about masks will have less mental,
emotional and physical energy taken up by ambiguities over masks/policy. They will be more
apt to use that energy toward better leadership, teaching and other decision making related to
education within their roles. The concept of public health only works when the public at-large is
invested in health and safety for us all. This is an opportunity to teach the next generation how
to work as a society towards a greater goal, rather than upholding the individual. Current public
health decisions will have repercussions as long as this generation of children are alive. At
school, generations of Americans have learned about protecting the greater good of society
through personal hygiene practices- learning to wash hands and cover coughs, limiting sugar,
brushing teeth, safe sex practices, not littering, looking out for fire-hazards, reporting suspect
behavior, etc.- proper attention to teaching about airborne disease hygiene should be no
different. Please, please require universal masking AT LEAST for <12 year olds and again
ask/urge all eligible individuals to be vaccinated! Thank you for doing this. I know that
whatever decision you make will not be popular. Bless you for standing in that space and
courageously facing the people you serve- whether they like your decisions or not! May you all
remain safe.
1129

Hello As a school social worker, parent and and community member, I have directly seen the
importance of masks in the school and they are necessary to minimize the impact of this
pandemic and to allow our kids to experience some sense of normalcy returning to school.
They need structure and if we don’t mandate masks, the variant is going to spread at an
exponential rate and schools will not have another option but to close down again. The learning
gap will become larger and the negative domino effect would begin again. Our children and our
community deserve so much more. Let’s do this together and mandate masks for our children
to experience a decent school year with some sort of fluidity.

8/15/2021 12:00 PM

1130

There is NO valid reason students or teachers should be mandated to wear masks in school.
As a teacher who taught in person ALL last year wearing a mask, I can speak to the worthless
use of masks, the barriers it creates in teaching and getting to know your students, and the
feeling of suffocating when trying to teach to a large group of middle school students while
speaking loud enough for all to hear.

8/15/2021 11:57 AM

1131

Children are not harmed by this virus like others in the population. It is time for them to get
back to the full experience of learning in person without masks! It is even debatable that
masks N95 vs surgical have some benefit in controlled situations by professionals against
airborne viruses and logically cloth and other masks worn by laypersons (children and adults)
with poor application and maintenance is more likely do harm in other ways (medically, socially
and psychologically) than provide benefit. Elderly and those with other medical conditions can
be and should be protected. Compromised individuals should take appropriate precautions with
guidance with their personal doctors. A normal part of our immune systems require that we do
get exposed to these viruses and develop a response to protect the species. Attempting to
over protect those with minimal risk may cause more serious problems in the future. In light of
the very suspect benefit it is time to go forward without masks.

8/15/2021 11:55 AM

1132

The children do not need to be wearing masks. None of the kids or their families wore masks
during the summer, so why now? The kids are not at risk

8/15/2021 11:53 AM

1133

Just a right to a say considering the mask mandates.

8/15/2021 11:52 AM

1134

Based on the summary of the benefits of universal masking for students in public schools
presented on the Tri-County Health Department (TCHD) website, points of mandate rationale

8/15/2021 11:50 AM
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are offered, including reducing “mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time
out of class due to isolation, school disruption.” Please take it seriously TCHD, that our
schools work to manage bullying on all levels, and this should be no different. Sadly, there is
no mention by TCHD of the inherent effects on the physical and emotional state of our
children, which have been documented and presented by the medical community over the past
year. Referring to the “science” of masking children, only one study exists that indicated
masking was not as effective as other means of preventing spread of the virus
(https://doi.org/10.7326/M20-6817). In addition, there have been studies and observations
indicating children can suffer from non-COVID-related health problems when wearing masks for
prolonged periods of time (considering most children are in school 7 to 8 hours a day). If 70100% of teachers and school staff are vaccinated—as noted by schools and will be achieved if
vaccine mandates are in place for staff—what is the justification for universal masking in
schools when children are already at a lower risk of contracting, suffering, being hospitalized,
and dying of COVID? Preventing children and others from suffering with COVID (or any other
transmissible illness) is a moral responsibility, but it should be a fact-based personal choice for
parents to have their children wear masks in school. It was is heartbreaking and frustrating to
see the looks on my daughters’ faces, and having one cry, when I told them they will likely
have to start wearing masks again in school. Mask mandates for students should be decisions
based on objective science and not based inconsistent messaging and the apparent subjective
“science” promoted by governmental organizations serving the interest of politics. I am
concerned that the short-term effects of such inconsistent messaging will have long-term
consequences on the emotional and physical well-being of our younger generation. Last, I’d
like to answer your multiple choice question, “How do you feel about masking in indoor school
settings?” but a logical choice was not presented: I support masking, but for children it should
be the choice of the parents or guardians. That is my response to your question. My written
comment is presented to TCHD as a concerned parent and does not reflect on my
responsibilities related to my job or other organizational memberships. Thank you.
1135

I am a first grade teacher in the CCSD. I strongly believe that families should have the right to
decide what is best for their family. A mandate indicates there is a “right” and “wrong” choice.
The mask mandate now “protects” families that want a vaccine for their child under 12, but
what about families that don’t want their child in a mask all day? Now they no longer have a
choice with a mask mandate. This is not okay and it is not what is in the best interest of ALL
children. I am very disappointed with this decision.

8/15/2021 11:48 AM

1136

My son turned 12 on August 14 and just got his first covid19 vaccine dose. He will be in 7th
grade at Infinity Middle School this year. There are going to be plenty of kids in this same
situation. The mandatory mask mandate should at least be extended to all middle school
students. I have a PhD in Microbiology/virology and have been studying viruses for 25 years.
Respiratory viruses and the vaccines to combat them generally only produce a transient
mucosal immune response and require vaccinations annually. Having relaxed mandates for
different age groups within the same age group (PreK through 12 grade) will only result in
prolonging the pandemic and provide additional opportunities for the virus to continue to
mutate.

8/15/2021 11:47 AM

1137

Making young children wear masks all day is child abuse! We will always have illnesses and
COVID affects children the least! If adults are fearful they can get the vaccine and the parents
that feel masking is somehow beneficial can put a mask on their child. Several pediatricians
have stated that wearing masks is more harmful to the child and will affect young children’s
ability to learn. Masking is political not helpful, don’t make our kids suffer for our political
climate.

8/15/2021 11:47 AM

1138

I do not think that any kid should have to wear a muzzle for duration of a school day for
breathing reason they are hot uncomfortable and what would be the point in making kids and
teachers where a muzzle in school but nobody where's one outside of the school.

8/15/2021 11:47 AM

1139

We live in the USA. Those who would like to wear a mask have the freedom to do so, those
who would like to not wear a mask have the freedom to not. It's that simple. We've lived
through over 18 months of this tragedy the information is out and people have the right to
choose for themselves.

8/15/2021 11:46 AM

1140

Please watch the attachment below. This is not being reported by MSM!!! I am vitally
concerned for our youth and community!
https://www.facebook.com/AmericaFirstGorka/videos/icu-nurse-youre-being-lied-to-aboutcovid/359026552465870/

8/15/2021 11:45 AM

1141

Masks have been proven to stop the spread of Covid. This Delta variant is contagious, and

8/15/2021 11:43 AM
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putting unvaccinated kids in indoor settings without masks seems like it is a recipe for
disaster. Learn from those schools that have already opened for school, and note that those
who have opened with masks are having fewer outbreaks than those who opened without
masks.
1142

I support masks in school because masking works, as evidenced by minimal spread in
schools last year. I’ve witnessed minimal mask wearing at the elementary, middle and high
school levels. The other layers of protection are nearly absent this school year, including lack
of distancing in the classrooms, sharing of supplies amongst students, and large-scale
assemblies at the high school level. Littleton Public Schools also will not be quarantining
students, and has taken down all metrics from their website tracking COVID numbers. Without
masks and other layers of protection, it seems like it’s only a matter of time before the
students will need to shift back to remote learning, something I think we’re all hoping to avoid.
Thank you for taking the time to tackle this issue; I know it’s a very difficult, decisive issue,
but as a parent I appreciate someone looking out for the health and safety of our children,
particularly the ones who are too young to get vaccinated.

8/15/2021 11:40 AM

1143

I would like to keeping masking a choice not a mandate

8/15/2021 11:39 AM

1144

I get that masks are controversial, when they really shouldn't be, because it's our safety at
risk, and that should always come first.

8/15/2021 11:38 AM

1145

Worried about my 7th grader. He’s fully vaccinated but will be wearing a mask to protect
himself and others that are not vaccinated- but I fear that without a mandate for older grades,
many will not wear and staff won’t even encourage it, snd my son will get bullied for wearing
the mask- at launch camp at prairie middle school last week, he said barely anyone was
wearing a mask, staff included. If it’s mandated, as a layer of protection since social
distancing will be impossible at full capacity, it would at least slow spread and alleviate some
of the bullying that could cause mental harm to my child. Please please consider mandatory
masks for all pre-K- 12 so we don’t have to end up shutting down, disrupting learning snd deal
with the damage of bullying. Thank you so much

8/15/2021 11:38 AM

1146

I really concerns younger children's mental health and social development with masking, they
need to develop the social skill by understanding the facial expression. Masking younger kids
cause negative impact.

8/15/2021 11:36 AM

1147

Do not make our kids or adults mask. Enforce having those eligible to get the vaccine.

8/15/2021 11:34 AM

1148

Children should not have to wear masks anymore for 8 hours a day.

8/15/2021 11:32 AM

1149

Please please PLEASE issue a mask mandate for all kids P-12. Some kids do not have
parental support for the vaccine, even if they are eligible. Some, like my daughter, may have
just turned 12 and are barely eligible for the first day of school. My kids have done everything
they can to stop this spread. We as parents are doing everything we can to stop this spread.
Help us all, help everyone else. My 13 year old said this when asked if a mask mandate
should be issued. "Yes. I get that it's controversial but it really shouldn't be. It should be about
keeping us safe. We are kids. We need to be protected. We should always come first." Help
us put kids first. Thank you, Cyndi Brown

8/15/2021 11:31 AM

1150

Masks and vaccinations are the only tools we have against the virus, as we plateau out on
those that are vaccinated it makes sense maximize the only other tool. Thanks

8/15/2021 11:27 AM

1151

Mask efficacy data does not support universal masking of children. Children are very low risk.
Studies show healthy children can harmed by hours per day in masks. Universal masking
makes no sense, when parents know their child’s health status the best. Let parents chose
please.

8/15/2021 11:27 AM

1152

You are absolutely not following the science by making kids wear masks. Children do t spread
it and adults have had ample time to get vaccinated if they so choose. You are hurting the kids
socially and emotionally by your unfounded decision. Not one study shows it helps prevent the
spread.

8/15/2021 11:23 AM

1153

Please require masking in our elementary schools to protect those that don’t have vaccination
ability yet

8/15/2021 11:20 AM

1154

I want to voice my opinion in favor of keeping the mask requirement in our schools. Tomorrow
my son who has not had the opportunity to be vaccinated against Covid-19 is starting
kindergarten in Arapahoe County. I strongly urge the Tri-County Health Department Board of

8/15/2021 11:19 AM
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Health to require universal indoor masking for students this coming year, as per the latest CDC
and AAP guidance. Given the highly transmissible Delta variant outbreak, outdoor masking in
schools would also be prudent. Until all school-aged children have the opportunity to be
vaccinated against Covid-19, we need to continue to protect them. Even vaccinated individuals
can get and spread Covid-19, and while they will be well protected against getting seriously ill,
they still may transmit the virus, particularly to those who are unvaccinated. While children are
thankfully less likely to die or require hospitalization than adults, many are still developing the
virus's long-term symptoms. Hopefully, all our children will soon have an opportunity to be
vaccinated. But until then, we need to continue to protect them with masking. Especially with
the highly infectious Delta variant circulating, removing masks indoors could be a recipe for
disaster. Just one infected child could spread the virus to an entire class, especially in
elementary schools where no children are yet vaccinated. This is why both the CDC and the
Academy of American Pediatrics strongly recommend masks for unvaccinated children in
schools at this point in the pandemic. Many are saying that we can drop the mask mandate
inside school buildings because children are at minimal risk for severe COVID. This is true, to
some extent. Yet at the same time, the CDC has data showing that among adolescents who
were hospitalized with COVID this past spring, a third were admitted to the ICU and 5%
required ventilation. We are seeing huge hospitalization spikes in children who have caught the
Delta variant, including children admitted to intensive care units. Over 400 children have died
so far of COVID-19. Last school year proved that kids could go to school and remain safe,
even during a global pandemic. Why was this possible? MASKS. Masks worked last school
year, and most children adapted well. And part of the reason masks worked well is because all
children and staff wore them inside diligently. If we move toward a maskless or mask-optional
environment, especially among children under 12, we risk losing that safety measure that so
many of us desire and deserve for our children. Again, all it takes is one maskless, infected
individual to spread the virus to many. Thank you for your time and consideration. Sincerely,
K.F. Sources: Latest CDC Guidelines: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html Latest AAP Guidelines:
https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/american-academy-ofpediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/ Even Vaccinated
Individuals Can Spread Covid-19: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fullyvaccinated.html Over 400 Children Have Died so Far: https://www.cnn.com/world/livenews/olympics-coronavirus-pandemic-07-20-21/h_6e50fba666e3f9b2f09e0196ce8a1b13
1155

Parents should be given the choice whether or not to send their children to school in a mask.
Let me reiterate, my child my choice. Period.

8/15/2021 11:18 AM

1156

Mandatory masking of school children is a bad idea... California health officials have mandated
masks for all students when schools reopen on the grounds that “treating all kids the same will
support a calm and supportive school environment.” There is a much better way to achieve the
same goal: discontinue mask wearing for all students, vaccinated or not. The benefits of
masks in preventing serious illness or death from COVID-19 among children are infinitesimally
small. At the same time they are disruptive to learning and communicating in classrooms.
They may be partially effective in shielding adults from COVID, but since when is it ethical to
burden children for the benefit of adults? COVID-19 is less of a threat to children than
accidents or the common flu. The survival rate among American children with confirmed cases
is approximately 99.99%; remarkably, recent studies find an even higher survival rate. A
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study estimated that mask mandates in schools
are associated with a roughly 20% reduction in COVID-19 incidence though the effect estimate
was statistically indistinguishable from zero. Let’s take the 20% effect at face value and do the
math. Last month, about 5,000 school age children in California were diagnosed with COVID19, which means 1,000 infections would have been prevented if all school kids wore masks.
Given the survival rate among children, mask mandates might prevent one child death in the
coming school year, a tiny fraction of the approximately 900 deaths of children 5 to 17 years
old in 2019. If the aim is to save children’s lives, other interventions – like enhanced pool
safety – would be much more effective. At the same time, the long-term harm to kids from
masking is potentially enormous. Masking is a psychological stressor for children and disrupts
learning. Covering the lower half of the face of both teacher and pupil reduces the ability to
communicate. In particular, children lose the experience of mimicking expressions, an
essential tool of nonverbal communication. Positive emotions such as laughing and smiling
become less recognizable, and negative emotions get amplified. Bonding between teachers
and students takes a hit. Overall, it is likely that masking exacerbates the chances that a child
will experience anxiety and depression, which are already at pandemic levels themselves. So
why are adults insisting on masking school children? The argument that it treats all children
the same is misdirection. Put simply, it is about self-preservation. Children may not be

8/15/2021 11:18 AM

507 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
particularly vulnerable, but they can spread the virus to others, including teachers, school
staff, and family members, some of whom may be vulnerable. The fear of transmission was so
great last year that even masking was not enough. Schools were closed en masse, sacrificing
a year and a half of childhood development to keep adults safer. Ironically, the evidence from
my research and those of others suggest that the effects of school closures on COVID-19 risk
were at best minimal. In Sweden, where schools were not closed, and children were not
masked, teachers were at lower COVID-19 risk than the rest of the population. Closing U.S.
schools was a mistake as the harm to children likely exceeded the small benefit to adults.
Today, adults have no reason to put their safety ahead of the well-being of school kids.
Vaccinations are highly effective at keeping adults out of the hospital and even better at
preventing death. A healthy, fully vaccinated teacher is close to impervious to threats posed
by COVID-19 spread in the classroom. By now, every teacher in America has been offered the
vaccine; many were in the first priority group, even above vulnerable older people. If we want
to enhance safety for adults further, we can do so by other measures, such as improved
ventilation, that are less intrusive than masking. Parents who are not vaccinated have it
backwards if they count on their children to not bring COVID-19 home. They need to step up
and be the first line of defense for their families. Ethically, the onus is on proponents to show
that the benefits of masking kids outweigh the costs. They are proposing a fundamental, risky
shift in classroom interactions and should prove with certainty that there are no other options
for safely reopening schools. The California Department of Health and Human Services has no
such proof. Instead it is demanding another year of diminished education and personal growth
for children so that adults can feel marginally safer, even with massively effective vaccines
available.
1157

COVID poses almost no risk to children at all. 4.2 million children have tested positive for
COVID (although we now know the tests are faulty), a total of o.oo8% (334) of them have died,
more children died from the flu during the 2018-2019 flu season, where was the outcry then?
Forcing children to wear masks for hours every day deprives them of the oxygen they need to
fuel their growing bodies and strengthen their God given immune system. Children need to be
exposed to germs to build their immune system so they have a greater chance of fighting off
illness. Forcing children to wear masks is a form of suppression, it is child abuse. Where is the
concern for the long term psychological damage resulting from wearing masks? What about
the risks of children being bullied by other children for wearing masks or not wearing masks?
Either way mask wearing creates division. We need unity in our community. When will it end?
This virus has a 99% survival rate among healthy individuals. At this point, if someone is still
concerned about contracting this virus, they can isolate/protect themselves and let the
majority of us live our lives as God intended. This was never about a virus, it was about
control. 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of
a sound mind.

8/15/2021 11:13 AM

1158

The CDC recommends universal masking in elementary schools. My kindergartener, who
understands why masking is important and will be wearing a mask, is not FULLY protected if
other students and staff are not masking. If the Board does not mandate masking, LPS will not
have "political cover" to protect our most vulnerable, unvaccinated population, i.e. elementary
school kids.

8/15/2021 11:12 AM

1159

Masks have been proven to work as a critical component comprehensive mitigation to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. Current vaccines show alarming rates of breakthrough inflection and
transmission that put unvaccinated populations at risk. Based on data and science, hospitals,
doctors, public health experts and many others have come out strongly advocating for mask
mandates especially in schools to protect our children and educators, our families and
communities.

8/15/2021 10:56 AM

1160

It does not benefit the kids. The research on your own website shows that the deaths and
hospitalization have not gone up. It is not healthy for the kids to have to wear them all day and
it provides a distraction. The kids and teaches have a better learning environment when the
masks aren’t providing an issue. Please reconsider asking masks to be worn for any kids in
school no matter the age. We are all much better about not questioning if we are sick that we
should stay home. Let the kids be kids and learn.

8/15/2021 10:50 AM

1161

The mask issue has become too political - it is no longer about health and safety. We need the
experts at Tri County Health Dept. to make the decision for what will keep our kids (especially
those under 12) safest. By leaving this decision to school districts, we are asking
superintendents, administrators, and teachers to navigate a political land mine. It is also
important to acknowledge that this decision is not being left to parents. Parents are not in
schools. The decision is being left to kids who deal with the peer pressure daily.

8/15/2021 10:49 AM
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1162

I urge to continue to let each school district decide whether mandatory masking is appropriate
for that district. Those parents and children who desire to wear masks should obviously be
allowed to do so. Mask's effectiveness should help protect the masked against the unmasked
and vice versa. Masks do have the downside of not allowing facial expression to convey
meaning and making speech less understandable. Any bullying should be handled as any other
cases of bullying. Mandatory masking of innocent children should not be the remedy.

8/15/2021 10:47 AM

1163

We are seeing that the vaccination is not highly effective against the delta variant. Unless we
have a high vaccination rate among our 12-18 kiddos the risk is still. There are many children
who have high risk medical conditions who have every right to be included in the in person
setting. Masking of all students allows safety for all. My son is high risk as classified as per
CDC and we had to pull him from LPS in part because of masking policy. I am a nurse
practitioner and have seen the devastation this disease has wrecked on many. Until we have
more kids vaccinated, masks are a small sacrifice to keep others safe and healthy so they
can be in-person at schools.

8/15/2021 10:43 AM

1164

I will preface this by saying I am a lifelong Democrat so this is not political for me, as it is for
so many. --There is NO DATA from RCTs showing that masking children decreases
transmission in schools. Some studies have shown that mask mandates actually INCREASE
spread in schools. --There is NO DATA showing that children are more at risk from the Delta
variant. Child hospitalizations in the Tri-County area remain flat despite Delta being the
dominant strain since at least June. --All vulnerable adults have had a chance to be
vaccinated. Vaccinations have effectively decoupled cases from hospitalizations and
especially deaths. --We are 16 months into this. THIS IS MADNESS. Children should be
allowed to go back to a pre-2020 existence. Masks create fear, stress, and separation while
kids need the opposite. Please stop making kids suffer when they are NOT AT RISK from this
disease, and adults have made their choice regarding vaccination.

8/15/2021 10:43 AM

1165

We as a Nation want to get back to some sort of normalcy, where we can feel safe , happy and
healthy. Protecting our kids pre k-12 by mandating masks, ( As the data proved to lessen the
spread of Covid last school year.) and giving them a chance to have an education, will be a
way to show them that we care enough to fight for them and be their voice. Let's be their role
models and listen instead of observe to see what this uncharted territory can turn into.

8/15/2021 10:34 AM

1166

Until school-aged children (3-11) can be vaccinated, masks should be worn by all people inside
a school. CDC recommends unvaccinated people as well as those inside with unvaccinated
people should wear masks.

8/15/2021 10:34 AM

1167

Masks should be a choice by the parents based on their comfort level. Not a mandate.

8/15/2021 10:34 AM

1168

I would respectively ask the board to use scientific evidence and require people to wear masks
when inside buildings. Masks have been shown to prevent aerosolization of Sars-Cov-2 which
is the primary mode of transmission. No prevention strategy is 100% effective but when a
multifactorial approach, including mask requirements, vaccination (when age allows), improved
airflow and filtration, and social distancing (when possible), is implemented it is our best
chance of protecting our children and our community. The downsides of wearing masks are
very small. There could be discomfort around the ears, but this can be minimized by using
adjustable straps. There is no evidence that masks cause decreases in oxygen level or
increased retention of carbon dioxide. As a health care provider, I along with millions of health
care workers are required to wear masks during my entire workday. We do this to prevent
infecting others, to stop the spread, and also because a massive outbreak of COVID-19 could
lead to hospitals not having the capacity to take care of patients. This is happening in many
states in the southeastern United States including Louisiana, Texas, Florida, and Tennessee. I
don't think Colorado is immune from this happening here. On the other hand, the upsides are
huge--you are minimizing the chances of spreading the virus and preventing illness to your
neighbors, classmates, and community. It’s a big asymmetric risk-reward situation—huge
benefit from wearing a mask vs very little downside. Another factor that points to the benefits
of wearing masks is that this year is projected to be one of the worst respiratory seasons. Last
year we didn't have to deal with RSV, parainfluenza, rhinoviruses, and many other respiratory
viruses due to mandatory mask-wearing. Children's hospitals around the nation are running out
of beds due to these viruses and if patients have concomitant Sars-Cov-2 infection with other
respiratory viruses, this could lead to much more morbidity and/or mortality.

8/15/2021 10:31 AM

1169

This should not be open to discussion or opinion. Please mandate masks as this is the
consensus among medical and public experts.

8/15/2021 10:30 AM

1170

I am very upset that Littleton is not requiring masks. My 11 year old wants the vaccine so

8/15/2021 10:25 AM
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desperately but cannot get it yet. If there was a public Heath mandate, then they would have to
follow it.
1171

I do not support any mask mandates. I fully support each families’ right to make their own
choices for their kids.

8/15/2021 10:22 AM

1172

Until we reach a sufficient vaccine rate and lower the community spread, we need universal
masking in schools. If we really care about equity in the schools, we need to ensure all kids
have an equal opportunity to attend in-person classes. Last year a disproportionate number of
students of color in lower income schools chose the online program within CCSD. The program
was sold as equal to the in-person program, but it was not. This year we have the opportunity
for in-person instruction with minimal disruption if we require masking and promote vaccination
in all eligible students and staff. Without universal masking, we will have bullying and peerpressure to not mask. Just as we require a dress code in schools, masking for safety can be
required. Unfortunately the new leadership at Cherry Creek is being pressured by concerns of
money and violence and will not ask for masking without a TCHD mandate.

8/15/2021 10:22 AM

1173

Please leave wearing a mask up to each individual.

8/15/2021 10:21 AM

1174

Masks work, vaccines work. If you need evidence simply look at the states with low
vaccination rates and you can see what they are dealing with. Until kids under 12 can get
vaccinated, do the right thing with masks.

8/15/2021 10:18 AM

1175

I have a daughter (almost 2) at home who has had airway surgery in February and will again
this fall. Her older sister (7) wears a mask to school to protect her from bringing home Covid
however it is hard for her to be only one of two kids in classroom to be doing this. The
teachers are not setting an example and she has to defend her parents decision everyday.
Both CDC and AAP are saying kids needs masks indoors and I’m not sure why schools are
not following these guidelines.

8/15/2021 10:16 AM

1176

Science is more important than feelings. Mask mandates have been proven to slow the spread
of the virus. We need to make this a priority, especially for innocent kids who do not
understand the ramifications of this virus.

8/15/2021 10:16 AM

1177

Universal masking must be in place to keep everyone in the community safe. The variants are
getting more aggressive and we need to slow the spread to control the increase in variants
created.

8/15/2021 10:13 AM

1178

Until kids are vaccinated and the infection rates are down to a safe level, I support universal
masking in schools.

8/15/2021 10:08 AM

1179

It is impossible for little kids to learn and communicate effectively with the masks on. By
implementing mandatory health order you will traumatize children even more!

8/15/2021 10:07 AM

1180

FOLLOW THE SCIENCE!!!! Our kids are ALL at very limited risk from dying of COVID. But the
EMOTIONAL DAMAGE will last their lifetime. Never masked for Flu, Colds, ETC SO STOP
THIS POLITICAL NONSENSE !!!

8/15/2021 10:06 AM

1181

I feel it should be parent choice. The data is still showing less than 2 hospitalizations/ 100,000,
so why change anything.

8/15/2021 10:04 AM

1182

The option to wear a mask or not should be up to the family. The mask IS causing more harm
than good to our children.

8/15/2021 10:03 AM

1183

Mask wearing and vaccine mandates are the only way to get us to a protective immunity that
will allow kids to go to school unmasked!

8/15/2021 9:59 AM

1184

I have 2 of 3 kids who aren’t old enough to get vaccinated. Although, I fully support mask
wearing, I do think it should be a choice if you’re fully vaccinated. But as we all know not
everyone is honest on that honor system. The kids don’t even mind or think twice about it. It’s
the adults who have a problem with it.

8/15/2021 9:57 AM

1185

Please ensure kids are safe by making masks mandatory indoors until we get the new variants
under control & kids under 12 can get vaccinated.

8/15/2021 9:52 AM

1186

Thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns! Please thoughtfully consider the
UNBIASED research that masks do NOT limit nor prevent the spread of this unique virus. In
addition, I beg you to evaluate the profound negative impact mask- wearing has on mental
health- on the students AND the teachers. At the very least, I ask you to acknowledge that

8/15/2021 9:51 AM
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every single person has a unique set of health, mental and life circumstances that can be
deeply impacted by this decision. By MANDATING masks, it 100% guarantees harm to a huge
percentage of the population. I implore you to allow individuals to access this risk/reward for
themselves and to give all parents, all teachers, all individuals a CHOICE in how they choose
to protect themselves. Thank you for honoring and standing up for this pivotal American right
and freedom. Thank you for your strength and bravery!
1187

I believe that it’s important to keep our children safe that are too young to be vaccinated. If the
numbers were still down, I would feel otherwise, but the Delta variant puts our children at risk.
Masking will help stop the spread.

8/15/2021 9:51 AM

1188

I am shocked at how few masks are being worn at our LPS elementary school. Staff, admin &
students are maskless which goes against your recommendations. We have discussed this
with school staff and they say they will only wear masks if required. Please institute a mask
mandate; at least for 11 & under.

8/15/2021 9:50 AM

1189

I support a mask mandate for ALL students and staff for the Cherry Creek School District in
the present situation. No exceptions for vaccinated individuals until a covid cases are lower in
the community (less than 10 per 100,000); vaccines are available to all ages possible and
reasonable time has been given in which young people can complete their vaccine sequence;
school buildings maintain other covid protocols like increased ventilation, cohorting, frequent
cleaning, free screening tests, and physical distancing; and there are adequate medical
resources in the community to treat the sick. Right now, we don't meet those conditions. Also,
I would make the vaccine percentage an incentive to not wear masks. For example, something
like once vaccination reaches 80% in a grade level at a school, then masks are optional, and
require proof.

8/15/2021 9:50 AM

1190

I support mandatory masks in schools with populations under 12, our children unable to get
vaccinations. Further, it has been proven that masks are a basic part of the strategy to
mitigate the spread of Covid-19. Following CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics
recommendations has consistently been part of CCSD policy and it should continue to remain
that way.

8/15/2021 9:50 AM

1191

At this point, a full year in person and not mandating masks feels mutually exclusive. Which
matters more.

8/15/2021 9:43 AM

1192

Both my children had Covid. They have since been exposed at least 3 times I am aware of
that is with 100% certainty and did not contract it again. Wearing a mask all day in class is
only a detriment and will decrease their immune systems job.

8/15/2021 9:42 AM

1193

Every child is different and each one has a different health profile. Please don’t treat them all
the same. Parents should be able to make the decisions.

8/15/2021 9:38 AM

1194

The hospitalization/ death rate for children is close to 0%. Children are 10x more likely to die in
a car crash. We are not going to stop driving cars. Children in Schools should not be mandated
to wear masks. If parents choose to mask their kids that is their choice, but it should not be
forced on them. All adults can choose to get vaccinated and if they choose to not get
vaccinated that is their choice. It is outside the authority of schools to mandate masks, it is
the parents decision to mask or not mask, period. This is a dangerous idea to force upon
children something that parents disagree with and will lead to division, lawsuits and a
contentious environment that is pointless. We are free in this country to take care of our own
health in a manner that we choose, period.

8/15/2021 9:37 AM

1195

Delta has put great stress on our healthcare systems, filling hospitals in many states and
causing inadequate care. If preventative measures, like masking, are not taken, it’s only a
matter of time before our hospitals are filled too. That is so scary. Please mandate universal
masking in school settings to avoid the healthcare troubles we are already seeing across the
south. This surge has been called a “pandemic of the unvaccinated,” and right now, our
children under 12 are all unvaccinated. We must use all of the mitigation tools we introduced
last year (contact tracing, pods, quarantine, transparent sharing of positive cases, Hand
sanitizing, social distancing, etc… and at the most basic level, masking) to prevent the further
spread of covid.

8/15/2021 9:35 AM

1196

I am a nurse and have been working in hospitals for over 18 years. Masks inhibit
communication, stunt language learning, and cause anxiety in children. The also harbor
pathogens that cause sicknesses and can even lead to deadly disease. Children who do not
have significant co-morbidities, such as leukemia or other cancers, have been scientifically

8/15/2021 9:34 AM
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proven to be at zero risk of death from Covid. Moreover, they have also been proven not to be
vectors of the disease. Multiple contact tracing studies have shown that the R0 for children is
less than one, meaning it is mathematically impossible for them to drive this epidemic. They
are epidemiological dead ends. The CDC’s own data shows that masking does NOT limit the
transmission of Covid even if masks are worn perfectly, which they never are by the general
public and, especially, by children. This study https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257467v1.full.pdf - notes, “ We do not
see a correlation between mask mandates and COVID-19 rates among students.” Industrial
hygienists have repeatedly noted that the micron size of the novel coronavirus easily passes
through masks, even N95s, rendering them ineffective and pointless in stopping the spread of
Covid. Adults and children ages 12 and older have now all had the opportunity to get
vaccinated. Americans faith in public health is at an all-time low, and it will further crater if you
mask our children again. Given that, what will you do when when a real crisis emerges and no
one believes you or will listen to you because you misled the public about the efficacy of
masks, Covid vaccines, lockdowns, and social distancing? If you want to renew the public’s
faith in your advice, start by following the true science and not mandating masks for school
children.
1197

It's safer for our children who aren't yet able to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 9:34 AM

1198

If we can mandate other vaccines such as measles, chicken pox, tetanus, hepatitis, pollo and
much more for the health and safety of individuals, then how is the covid vaccine any
different? The covid matter has escalated and rather it being a concern for the human race, it
has become a personal rights issue or a political matter which it should not be. We need to
come together to fight this pandemic and end it and we never will at this rate. We must make
the vaccine mandatory for teachers and staff as they are with our children most of the day.
They are already doing so at some schools but all schools need to follow the same guidance
to prevent confusion and protest. An overall universal decision needs to be made in all school
districts across the nation and at all grade levels to require mask for all those that enter the
bldg. These children have no option to recieve a vaccine and therefore would be exposed and
can carry the virus outside of the school. Covid cases are rising quickly amongst the younger
generation and we must protect the children at all costs. Many individuals have health
concerns, elders to care for or young children who cannot recieve the vaccine. People are
refusing to get vaccinated or wear a mask because their rights are being violated or they don't
want to be told what to do and it becomes a political thing but what about the rest of the
population that are concerned, that have lost loved ones, that have health issues? Please
make a unified decision across all school districts, across all grade levels, across the nation
so we can all stand together and prevent a confusion on why some allowed to do one thing and
others are not.

8/15/2021 9:29 AM

1199

Let’s protect our children and our community. Please mandate mask wearing indoors in school
for everyone until kids can be vaccinated. We’ve come this far, let’s not give up on protecting
them from Covid. We are almost there if everyone works together to prevent further spread.

8/15/2021 9:27 AM

1200

The CDC and the AAP have stated that all children, staff, and visitors K-12 should wear
masks indoors at schools to help prevent the spread of Covid-19 in schools. Currently, the
Cherry Creek School District and the Douglas County School district are not requiring masks in
schools. This is a blatant disregard to the safety of our students, especially those that are
under 12 and cannot be vaccinated, and our community in which Covid-19 transmission is
high. Masks and distancing were proven effective this past year in slowing the spread of
Covid-19 and keeping our kids in school. They should be required this year as well, until all
ages are able to get the vaccine. Our kids deserve to be afforded the protection in our schools
that the CDC and AAP say is necessary to protect our children. The delta variant is putting
more kids in the hospital and is highly contagious. Please protect the most vulnerable of our
communities and mandate masks in schools. Don’t place this burden on our young children to
navigate. They deserve to be protected by following the science and not politics. We are
thankful that CCSD has mandated for masks 6th grade and under. However, DCSD has not
and they need to. Also, the kids in all school settings should be protected. There are many
unvaccinated staff and teachers that put these students at risk even if they have been
vaccinated. They could also bring it home to a younger sibling who is not yet eligible for the
vaccine. We are in a high transmission area, and according to the CDC all people should wear
masks inside. Please do the right to protect our children and our community. Thank you

8/15/2021 9:22 AM

1201

Arapahoe County is currently experiencing High level of Covid transmission. As we know the
delta variant is highly transmissible. Those under 12 are unable to receive a Covid vaccine
putting them at particularly high risk. Masking, social distancing in the classroom, quarantining

8/15/2021 9:20 AM
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w/exposures, and contact tracing worked well last year to limit Covid spread in the schools.
Why would we not take the same actions now with higher Covid rates? I see no logical
rationale to scale back the precautions in our schools with high current Covid rates.
1202

While my husband and I are vaccinated and doing out part to help reduce covid transmissions
in Colorado, our children are not lucky enough to be inoculated from this incredibly dangerous
illness. Though it is survivable, people can end up in comas, on ventilators, in permanent
oxygen therapy... My daughter has a right to go to school and not fave possible death from
this. Everyone unvaccinated should be wearing masks. I fully support a universal mask
mandate.

8/15/2021 9:19 AM

1203

As a school nurse I have data from last year to support the use of masks (and other layers of
prevention employed). Fewer illnesses, better attendance rates.

8/15/2021 9:19 AM

1204

Younger children do not wear masks in ways that are effective. As a teacher, I have watched
students chew masks while they are on, stick their hands in their masks constantly, wear
mask on their chins etc. I feel there should be consistent attention to other precautionary
measures such as hand washing, monitoring symptoms, increased enforcement of keeping
sick children home, etc.

8/15/2021 9:17 AM

1205

People should have the right to choose whether or not to wear a mask or get vaccinated. If
they choose not to, then they can quarantine. I also believe that there should be a middle road
answer for number 4. I chose my answer because I do not think people should be forced into
doing anything. Thank you for your time

8/15/2021 9:15 AM

1206

Worried with the Delta variant and how it is impacting kids now as well. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:15 AM

1207

We had our teacher meet and greet yesterday, 8/13/21. The policy of “masks are strongly
recommended” is absurd! Our children are not vaccinated because they are not old enough.
Their only line of defense is strong, multiple layers of mitigation strategies. Masking,
sanitizing, quarantining, and social distancing ALL worked last school year and kept our
children safe and in school learning!! Masking should be required in our schools. Countless
medical professionals have recommended this. They have sent letters to CCSD and Tri
County Health Department. 80 local pediatricians pleaded with CCSD to implement masks.
The CDC and AAP have also called for mandatory masks in schools. Our kids should be
afforded all protections. Please focus on the science and what it is telling you. Please look
around the country, specifically where Covid is surging. There are no more PICU beds in
Dallas, TX today and in other places across the country. The delta variant is putting our kids in
the hospital and it is our duty to protect them. It’s not fair to put this burden on our young
children. They should be able to go to school feeling safe because their peers and teachers are
wearing masks. Yesterday there were parents, staff, and students without masks. I don’t know
the parents and staff’s vaccination status, but the young children under 12 certainly aren’t
vaccinated. It is completely unacceptable that adult visitors can go in the schools without
masks and without proving vaccination status and eat lunch with my children, possibly
exposing them to covid. That is unacceptable. The CDC has said that in high areas of
transmission (and per your email Tri county falls in this category) all people should wear
masks inside. It would be a dereliction of your duty has a health department to ignore the clear
science, the CDC and the AAP advice. Our kids and community needs to be protected. Please
require masks in schools, so we don’t look like Texas or other cities in a month or so. No child
deserves to be in the PICU or dying when a simple mask could protect them. We are thankful
that CCSD has mandated masks for 6th grade and under, but DCSD has not. Also, all grades
should be protected. There are many unvaccinated adult staff that are a risk to our children.
Please follow the CDC and AAP. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:14 AM

1208

Please look at the science and recommendations of experts, not the poll of the lay person!
Please protect our kids, our community, our families from Corona virus. Require masking,
incentivize vaccines for those eligible and give rules to promote social distancing. If there are
no masking requirements, it puts more than just our kids at risk of covid. It causes disruption
in education when there are outbreaks. It isolates and punishes high risk individuals. It creates
rifts between students and may be the source of bullying.

8/15/2021 9:14 AM

1209

I simply ask you to follow the best available science to reduce suffering and protect lives. It
seems clear that masks will do that. If wearing a mask is a means by which I can better care
for my neighbor, I am more than happy to do all I can to help

8/15/2021 9:13 AM

1210

Thank you for mandating masks and keeping our kids in school.

8/15/2021 9:13 AM
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1211

We need universal masking for all tri-county schools. As a psychologist, I am aware of the
mental health and socialization costs of kids wearing masks all day. These costs are offset by
reducing the risk of quarantines and shutdowns this year—and kids’ anxiety about serious
illness if we do not require masking at all grade levels. We need to have universal masking
until we have reduced not just the hospitalization rates, but also the community spread which
continues to increase the risk of worse variants and ongoing health problems for a substantial
number of people, or until we have a rigorous testing-and-quarantine program for all tri-county
students. We have mandated child safety seats for this same reason: many parents would
otherwise make a personal choice not to use them. With clear, concrete risks to public health
and the education of our kids, we have to stop indulging the idea that everyone should do what
they want—something easier to argue in the pre-Delta stage of COVID when we had evidence
that vaccines would be enough to stop COVID. This is also a moment to teach our children a
basic civics lesson: the way personal rights and civic obligations intersect when it comes to
public safety. Our incidence and hospitalization is worsening from Delta, and other variants will
come. We continue to see school administrators in the tri-county area running (de facto)
unmasked group activities such as pep rallies and dances with a mix of vaccinated and
unvaccinated students and staff. Kids are already riding the bus without their masks on. Even
requiring it will not be 100% effective. Many kids have lowered or taken off their masks out of
fear of looking “weird” to their unmasked friends, or wanting to fit in, both on the bus and in
schools. Teachers and principals who don’t mask model that masking is silly and performative.
Masking is frustrating, but school shutdowns are much worse, and being out sick for weeks,
fearing death, and having a community of adults who are inconsistent about how to keep kids
safe are all contributors to poor psychological well-being among our kids and adults. We need
to reduce the risk of worse outcomes by setting this standard until we have evidence that we
are reducing these new COVID variant risks and negative health outcomes.

8/15/2021 9:12 AM

1212

First, all teachers and school staff should be required to be vaccinated in order to work for the
district. It's ignorant and extremely risky to have unvaccinated individuals around kids that
cannot get vaccinated yet. It's troubling that school board members and politicians continue to
ignore science and put our kids at risk. Everyone who is eligible should be vaccinated and
everyone within the school walls should be wearing the equivalent of an N95 mask.

8/15/2021 9:11 AM

1213

Thank you for working with CCSD so diligently to get Mr Smith to instate universal masking.
The data is clear that places with universal masking significantly decrease their covid
transmission. Please continue this work for other districts to protect our neighbors. I’m so
great full to live in a country that has hard working public employees.

8/15/2021 9:09 AM

1214

https://www.city-journal.org/do-masks-work-a-review-of-the-evidence?wallit_nosession=1

8/15/2021 9:08 AM

1215

You didn’t require masks with flu season prior to CoViD and children die from flu related
complications. Yes there is a delta variant for COViD but the rate of life threatening
complications in children is remote. Anecdotally and unfortunately, there may be children who
have severe complications but you can’t be so arrogant to control life and death this way.
People should have freedom to make mask choices for their own children and not have the
“nanny state” override what parent’s think are best for their own kids. Children learn social cues
from their peers and teachers through facial expression. Emerging readers also need to see
whole facial expression to aid in reading development as their teachers read passages. These
are just a few reasons why masks should not be required especially when there is no net
positive reason for them. Strong recommendations mainly for vaccinations where age is
allowed is important to emphasize and masks can also be recommended. However, these
should never be required or you thread over personal freedoms and overstep your authority as
a government agency. I selected “I do not support masking in Schools below under any
circumstance” but it should really be that I do not support mandated masking by government
boards. If an individual wants to mask or have their child mask then that is fine.

8/15/2021 9:07 AM

1216

Mask mandate for all of school aged kids, PK-12 when inside buildings no matter vaccination

8/15/2021 9:04 AM

1217

I am in support of mask requirements for children. As a nurse, I have taken care of COVID
patients and see how debilitating the virus can be. Masks can add one barrier to prevent
passing the virus and we need to try everything in our power to slow the spread. I wear masks
everyday at work and even though it is hard, it is necessary. Kids can do it too.

8/15/2021 9:03 AM

1218

I think it should be the parents decision whether they choose to have their child wear a mask
to school.

8/15/2021 8:59 AM

1219

I find it absolutely crucial that everyone wears a mask in the school setting. I would also
welcome that vaccinations are being made mandatory for all teachers and school staff. We

8/15/2021 8:56 AM
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need to protect kids under 12.
1220

Making is not supported by science, nor common sense. Masks, in no way protect against
transmission. They do physical and emotional harm to school age children. We are talking
about a near 0 percent risk of children having bad outcomes if they do get the virus. You’ve
crippled an economy, people’s ability to take care of their families, and ruined trust in our
governments with these ridiculous and ineffective “band aids” . ENOUGH!!!! I do not support
mask mandates in any form or fashion! Give us back our freedom to live how we choose! And
further, how about more time spent on promoting good health and healthy immune systems!

8/15/2021 8:55 AM

1221

Please follow the science, especially with the Delta variant and the efficacy of the current
vaccines in relation to it.

8/15/2021 8:55 AM

1222

I have four children under the age of 12 at home, with the youngest being 1. Both my wife and
I are vaccinated, but still maintain mask use out of concern for their well-being and we have
them continue mask use anytime they are indoors. I don't understand what has changed this
year to justify ditching the minimum effort of wearing a mask for public health especially for
those who can't get vaccinated. Why are masks not required for elementary schools when the
CDC is even now recommending vaccinated people maintain mask use? Even after the TCHD
recommendation of wearing masks for teachers and staff I have seen maybe 1/10 wearing a
mask in the fist two days of school. We will continue to have our children wear masks indoors
until the CDC recommends otherwise out of support for public health and the well-being of
classmates, teachers and staff. I hope TCHD will not base their decision on the opinion of the
VOCAL minority against the interest of public health.

8/15/2021 8:52 AM

1223

Masks should be the decision of the parent(s) of MINOR children. And regardless, homemade
or commonly used paper masks are not effective in stoping or spreading the virus, most
educated people know and understand this fact, even Dr. Fauci himself has admitted to such.
Please stop damaging our children with these unnecessary measures. Please stop the
government overreach. Our children have suffered enough at the hands of your panicked, fearbased policies. We got vaccinated for a reason and teachers are vaccinated. Stop…if parents
are concerned they can keep their kids home. Why should I have to change due to others in
fear? A blanket mandate never is a good policy.

8/15/2021 8:46 AM

1224

Masks do NOT work for infinitesimal viruses.

8/15/2021 8:44 AM

1225

There is no scientific reason to mandate a cloth mask which cannot stop the spread of a virus
that has an extremely low risk to children. Adults and children 12 and over have had the
chance to receive a vaccine if they wish, but the psychological harm and adverse health risks
(breathing in wet, dirty cloths all day) to our youngest children is something we adults should
say NO to. We have a duty to protect them and not use them as a pawn to potentially protect
older people in the community. Any decision for a child to wear a mask should be the decision
of the parent, not a mandate from the health department. There should be strong measures to
prevent mask bullying if a child’s parent wishes for them to wear a mask, as bullying of any
kind should never be tolerated. Make the mask a choice, PLEASE.

8/15/2021 8:44 AM

1226

To quote a comment on another feed about a positive case at Eulocid "It is irresponsible to put
a bunch of vulnerable, unvaccinated individuals indoors with out having universal masking."
This phase of covid is completely preventable. We know we know the best defense is to wear
a mask,, wash hands and keep our distance. When possible those who can should be
vaccinated to help prevent spread and help protect those who cannot be vaccinated. We are
intentionally putting kids at risk by not mandating these simple guidelines. Kids will mirror how
adults act so everyone needs to do their part.

8/15/2021 8:33 AM

1227

Kids should not be forced to wear masks, nor should anyone. The "protection" it provides is
not proven and is more harmful. Let them see others smile! And be able to breathe!

8/15/2021 8:33 AM

1228

I would like to know on what authority you take it upon yourself to mask my child? Please
provide me the peer reviewed studies that show that mask work! Provide me the isolated
SARS COV2 virus (NOT from a PCR test) that you have used to base your "Science" on to
pass these public health orders! ALL OF YOU are guilty of child endangerment and I
PROMISE I am coming after all of you through lawsuits! "Just following orders" WILL NOT
SAVE YOU from your participation in Crimes Against Humanity!

8/15/2021 8:32 AM

1229

Please allow this to be a parental decision!

8/15/2021 8:31 AM

1230

You have all spouted “The Science” for over a year. The science says children are not as
affected by this. Your teachers and employees have been required to get vaccinated. Who are

8/15/2021 8:26 AM
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you trying to protect? Families have a right to make their own choices for themselves; get
vaccinated, wear a mask; not you. You don’t have the right to keep dictating to us now. You
just want keep power over us. We are free Americans!
1231

I was so relieved as a parent and school administrator when the mask requirement was
announced on Friday. I believe that makes should be required PK-12 due to students that are
unable to be vaccinated and the difficulty of distinguishing of age and grade in the school
setting. I appreciate the difficult job you have and look forward to continued science based
decisions.

8/15/2021 8:21 AM

1232

Superintendent Ewert, As a mother of 3 young children, one being school aged as well as an
educator myself, I ask that you reconsider the district’s policy around masking for the current
school year. Last year, I felt safe sending my child and myself being pregnant to school
knowing that universal masking was required. This school year, I have felt significantly more
concern reentering the school year without universal masking and with surge of covid with the
delta variant. Last year decisions were made based on science and data and not politics. This
year, the science and data are there indicating masking is still needed especially with
populations unable to be vaccinated. We have highly vulnerable students across the district at
all grade levels. I will be wearing mask while around students and unvaccinated persons in my
building. My daughter will also be wearing one as a first grader. However, if she is one of the
few that will not prevent or significantly reduce the ability of this variant to spread. Please
reconsider to keep all students and staff as well as their families safe.

8/15/2021 8:21 AM

1233

My child goes to a private school that takes guidance from TriCountyHealth. I believe masks
should be required for children under 12 who are not yet eligible for the vaccine. Once the
vaccine is available and families can choose to protect their kids then as reassessment of
requirements may be warranted

8/15/2021 8:15 AM

1234

I can’t believe this is up for debate. After the basic eradication of the flu alone last year, we
should be encouraging masks even if there wasn’t a terrifying Delta variant that data so far
indicates children will experience more adverse illnesses from. I’m so glad my children are in
Englewood, where the school district has prioritized the health of children over politics. Please
do the same.

8/15/2021 8:12 AM

1235

Please follow the science, masks are ineffective and harmful to children, there is no reason to
inflict more damage to our children

8/15/2021 8:11 AM

1236

I request that the Board of Health institute mask mandates for all indoor school settings. I
have two children, 4 and 6, who will be attending Littleton Prep Charter School in the fall and
am vary concerned for their health and well being, along with all other school age children,
given the rise in cases of the delta variant. We are fortunate that we have not seen the spike in
cases that other areas of the country like Florida and Texas have experienced, but it is only a
matter of time until we do. Requiring masks is a simple but effective means of protecting the
tri-county population and our school population. While I am concerned about sending my kids
to school while delta variant cases are on the rise and news stories abound about school aged
children getting sick and dying, I believe the social, emotional, and educational benefits of inperson learning outweigh those risks. Requiring masks can help keep our kids safe and our
schools open. We will ask our kids to wear their masks no matter what, but we can't control
their actions or the actions of other children after we drop them off at school doors. Requiring
masks makes everyone be a part of the solution and buys us some time before there is a
vaccine available for children under 12. School administrators should not have to make
decisions on masks in schools. This is a public health issue and should be addressed by
public health departments. Please do the right thing and protect the health of our families by
requiring masks. Make your decision based on public health and not personal politics.

8/15/2021 8:11 AM

1237

Kids need to be able to learn and masks can hinder that. Online learning is a not a good option
as lots of parents can’t be home to help them.

8/15/2021 8:10 AM

1238

I believe the impacts on kids and students from wearing masks in school is far greater than
the risk of not. They need to see their peers and teachers faces and smiles and be able to
breath freely. If the mask mandate returns to schools my kids will not be attending.

8/15/2021 8:07 AM

1239

I'm a high school teacher in APS, less than half of my students are wearing masks. We have
over 30 students in a small classroom each hour with no social distancing, resulting in 150
students bring in the classroom throughout the day. Vaccination status of students is unknown.
Universal making would make this situation safer.

8/15/2021 8:05 AM
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1240

Please look at REAL science and not agenda "pseudo science." Masks don't work. We
wouldn't have the transmission rate if they did. Viral particles are too small.
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article Kids (particularly young kids) need to
see faces (mouth movements and expressions) to learn. Quit damaging our children!
https://www.aier.org/article/masking-children-tragic-unscientific-and-damaging/

8/15/2021 8:02 AM

1241

We do DO NOT want masks in our schools. We need normalcy for our children. Last year was
too much physically and mentally!

8/15/2021 7:59 AM

1242

Masks should not be required for my 3rd grader. The wearing of masks should be a personal
choice. If you are concerned about catching and spreading Covid…wear a mask! If you are
not….don’t wear a mask!

8/15/2021 7:57 AM

1243

2 of my children were in person at school last year at a school that required masks. The
school, Littleton Academy, was successful in staying open, with limited quarantined. Wearing
masks works in limiting the spread of Covid. As a community we should require masks so we
can keep in person schools open.

8/15/2021 7:57 AM

1244

Please mandate masks so that kids and parents/families do not have to make that decision.
There will be too much commentary/bullying for those that may want to/need to wear them.

8/15/2021 7:54 AM

1245

Littleton Public Schools should require sixth graders (students who are under the age of 12)
and their teachers to wear masks.

8/15/2021 7:48 AM

1246

I think it should be the patents right to choose what is best for their child.

8/15/2021 7:47 AM

1247

As parents with four children all under the age of 11 attending school in the Littleton Public
School District, we are compelled to voice our deepest concerns with the actions being
considered by the Tri-County Health Department recommending required mask wearing by
children K through 6th grade. After months of requiring our children to wear masks while at
school, they are now this school year finally feeling a sense of relief, comfort and safety by not
having to wear masks at school. Following the recent past experiences of having to attend
school remotely (end of 2020 school year) then wearing masks (entire 20-21 school year), we
have noted a very obvious degradation in our childrens’ excitement for the learning process. In
addition, they suffered considerable socialization and inter-personal growth and development
related to these same restrictions. As a family and neighborhood community we, at last, began
to feel a sense of rational and forward thinking advancement with our children being able to
attend school without masks and being able to see their classmates’ and teachers’ faces and
exciting facial expressions. There have been several studies showing that unvaccinated
children under the age old 12 years of age are at a significantly less risk of contracting and/or
spreading the COVID viruses. In addition, most cases of children contracting the viruses
experienced much less severe reactions than the majority of affected adults. The
recommendations being considered by Tri-County are, at best, counter intuitive to the known
facts and histories of the related effects, both directly and indirectly, of the virus on school
aged children in our areas. To impose a mask mandate again would be completely cruel and
insensitive to the positive educational experiences of our children. To base such a requirement
on concern for bullying of those children whose parents choose to wear masks is not only
ludicrous but also fingers on reverse discrimination. The decision whether a child should wear
a mask while at school should always be the authority of the parents. There is an equal
responsibility on parents, schools and government entities to respect others’ personal
decisions and to support all of these equally. We take a definitive and strong position
AGAINST the Board’s consideration for requiring school children in the elementary grades to
wear masks at school. This action would be detrimental and would cause irreversible hardship
to our childrens’ health, education and individual social development. We urge the Board of
Health to hear these concerns and take action in support of allowing individual parents’ rights
to protect and care for their own children. Sincerely, Jessica and David Kirsch

8/15/2021 7:47 AM

1248

Masking in schools is detrimental to the student. It impedes personal connections and makes
learning more difficult. All students need to see a whole face of their fellow students and
teachers. NO MASKS!

8/15/2021 7:46 AM

1249

You are all doing a tremendous job during these uncharted times. Though asking kids under 10
to wear a mask in school is utter foolishness. No masks. They don't understand all of this and
need to be using the valuable time learning instead of being a victim to the baseless fearmongering.

8/15/2021 7:45 AM

1250

My observation at my daughters school was that most students still chose to wear a mask,

8/15/2021 7:43 AM
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even when not mandated. And this is elementary school. Mandatory makes people more
angry, and impacts emotions, which then trickles into the learning environment. Masks on
children turns the focus on that, makes them lose concentration on what the teacher is
teaching as they constantly are adjusting them.
1251

Make masks optional, leave it up to each family to decide what is best for them. Stop
overstepping

8/15/2021 7:41 AM

1252

Follow the science. guidelines from the CDC which call for masks for all children and teachers.
The Delta variant is highly infectious and dangerous. Masking is essential until all children are
vaccinated.

8/15/2021 7:41 AM

1253

I believe in personal choice and responsibility. Let families choose what is best for
themselves.

8/15/2021 7:36 AM

1254

Quit trying to force everyone to do what you want. If you want to wear a mask then wear one
but don’t force it on those who are healthy and don’t want to.

8/15/2021 7:36 AM

1255

I am in full support of the parents right to make the best decision for their family. I have two
children in the Littleton district, under the age eleven. I am fully aware of my responsibility as a
parent and member of society to do my best, with the information I have, to protect my
children. I choose to allow my children to not wear a mask to school, and I fully respect the
decision of others to wear a mask. For my children, I feel that masking has caused WAY more
mental health harm for their present and future, and do not support having them masked up for
7 hours a day. The years between 5-8 (exactly my children’s ages) carry massive
developmental growth. My daughter, age 6, needing speech and reading enrichment, NEEDS
to see faces for phonetics and enunciation. My son, age 8, with high functioning autism
NEEDS to see faces to learn and respond to social cues, his quality of daily life is significantly
better without the sensory challenge that a mask brings. Again, I appreciate that is MY choice
as their parent to make the decision that is best for our family, while respecting the choice of
others to mask.

8/15/2021 7:30 AM

1256

The science behind masking does not hold up and thus our kids should not be subjected to
masking once again. Masking does not stop the spread of covid. Leave our children alone.

8/15/2021 7:30 AM

1257

Please don't mandate masks for our children again! Follow the scientific information that
masks don't prevent the spread of this virus or any variant. Masks are detrimental to our
children's psychological development! They need to see other's faces and be able to breath!

8/15/2021 7:29 AM

1258

Please do not instate mandatory masks again. My daughter has hearing problems. Mask make
it very difficult to hear and understand her teacher and other students. This was a major
struggle last year and detrimental to the learning of all students.

8/15/2021 7:27 AM

1259

What you guys did was dirty telling every one it was up to us then dropping the bomb Friday
morning befor school . My daughter is in 6th grade . But goes to school with un vax 7 and 8
graders with no mask . And who knows if they have the shot .., why it’s all or none .

8/15/2021 7:17 AM

1260

I am writing to strongly discourage the district from implementing the state "Guidance" related
to schools, specifically the wearing of masks by students, teachers and administrators. Here
are the reasons why this school district should open "normally" this fall, with no masks. 1.
These are Guidelines only and not enforceable by law. There is no legal statute that enforces
these guidelines. 2. "Guidance" means recommended actions. There are no legal penalties for
not following these guidelines. 3. Each district and school has the authority to implement the
guidelines according to their own needs: "Implementation of this guidance should be tailored
for each setting... including the needs of students and families." 4. The guidelines also include
a link to the CDC, which offers no reputable medical or scientifice evidence that supports the
use of masks outside of a medical setting. See video here: https://youtu.be/OUUOq1ksiQQ 5.
The New England Journal of Medicine states that, "Outside of a medical setting, the wearing of
masks provides little, if any, protection against the transmission of disease." 6. There are
countless documented physical, mental and emotional harms associated with wearing masks.
7. There is no special liability associated with a person catching a communicable disease at a
workplace. In fact, it is the opposite: it is much harder to prove because you (a) have to prove
that a person KNEW he was infected and (b) That person had to WILLFULLY intend to infect
another person. 8. Your workplace is MORE likely to be sued because of the health harms of
wearing a mask by both the teachers and the students, including: (a) reduction in oxygen
(must have 19.5% oxygen in the atmosphere according to OSHA regulations; masking can
result in 18.5% or below, putting the wearer at "Immediate Danger to Life and Health", with

8/15/2021 7:10 AM
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"irreversible adverse effects" --- according to OSHA regulations; (b) students or teacher
passing out due to carbon dioxide toxicity. and possibly falling, hitting their head and dying. 9.
Instructional impediments to learning: face masks are threatening, menacing, divisive; they
impede normal social interaction; language is garbled; a barrier between student and teacher is
created. 10. Your school is a risk for being sued for discrimination on religious grounds,
because mask wearing may violate a person's individual religious beliefs. 11. If students are
kept from going to school because of a mask-wearing requirement, your school may LOSE
FUNDING based on attendance. 12. If a parent would like their child to wear a mask, that is a
personal choice. There are no legal grounds for a parent to require that the entire school or
student population be required to wear a mask. 13. Requiring teachers, administrators or
students to wear masks is a violation of OSHA regulations regarding a safe and healthy
workplace, because of the documented health harms associated with wearing a mask outside
of health care settings.
1261

I write to you as the mother of two children in Littleton Public Schools and as someone who
works in health care. With the rise of the delta variant I urge you to consider mandating masks
for everyone, even those who are vaccinated. All students under 12 years old are unable yet to
get a vaccination and protect themselves. Decisions you make about their health and safety
will be looked back at by them when they are adults and when they have children of their own.
They’ll wonder why our leadership didn’t do everything within their ability to protect them, their
peers and their beloved educators. Our children under 12 are unable to take additional safety
measures beyond masking. They managed to perform very well with masking last school year
and as a result were able to remain in school the majority of the time. The policies shared for
this school year, while thoughtful, are complicated and confusing. They will create more work
for teachers and staff to administer. Why not simplify and ask that everyone wear masks for
themselves and for the greater good of the community? This takes the burden off of staff and
teachers to monitor adherence to policies and focus on the education of our students. This
also adds a layer of protection for everyone as the delta variant is much more contagious and
even those who are vaccinated are able to transmit the virus. Whether or not you change your
mind my children will be wearing masks to protect themselves and their community. I hope
that you will consider a policy that is preventative for the health and well-being of everyone in
the community. Preventative measures like masking will help us avoid getting to the COVID-19
case loads that places like Florida and Texas are currently experiencing. Put a policy in place
that not only helps us with the case load now, but prevents a surge in our community in the
future. Mask up. I will be dropping my children off at school on Wednesday with their masks on
and mine too. I appreciate your time on this important matter.

8/15/2021 7:07 AM

1262

We live in Cherry Creek School district but my children attend school in Douglas County. I will
homeschool if masks are mandated

8/15/2021 6:55 AM

1263

I believe health decisions should best be left to parents to make.

8/15/2021 6:54 AM

1264

I do not support a mask mandate! The actual science has proven that young children rarely get
sick from covid. And watching my son nearley get expelled from school last year because his
mask slipped below his nose a few times was heartbreaking. You should all be ashamed of
putting these kids through this hell!!!

8/15/2021 6:48 AM

1265

Let the kids be kids. No masks. Exposing them to germs & virus are beneficial to their
immune system.

8/15/2021 6:44 AM

1266

Make mask wearing a choice! If children want to wear one or not, it should be a choice.

8/15/2021 6:42 AM

1267

Please mandate masks for schools.

8/15/2021 6:42 AM

1268

Parents have the right to choose, not the government.

8/15/2021 6:32 AM

1269

There is evidence that the mask do not protect people from catching COVID. There is proof of
the health issues for students who are expected to wear a mask 8 hours a day. Not to mention
that this is unconstitutional. People have received the vaccine so a mask is confusing. The
statistics do not support making children wear a mask. Their recovery rate IF they catch
COVID is in the 95 percentile.

8/15/2021 6:01 AM

1270

When masks are tested by scientists for germs, germs and bacteria, even mold is found.
These on clean masks that have been worn for just a few minutes. A virus is smaller than the
fibers of the masks, so force masking children is all about an agenda and not about health or
safety.

8/15/2021 5:59 AM

1271

My family is spending this weekend quarantined because my son had a fever Friday night after

8/15/2021 5:47 AM
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two days of school. He is one of 3 children in his class of 23 that wears a mask. We have
been very cautious all pandemic. As cases have risen the last several weeks, my
unvaccinated son has not been allowed indoors in any public place. I cried myself to sleep for
days when Brian Ewert’s no-mask mandate came out. My son has special needs(and can wear
a mask just fine,) and NEEDS to be in school. He is adopted so I don’t know about his health
history and how this virus might affect him. Masking is so simple and so easy!! We only have
6ish weeks until these kids can be vaccinated and lower the risks for thousands. I am
absolutely shocked to hear of the districts and towns mandating masks around the country and
here, crickets. Colorado has some of the highest education levels in the country and yet we’re
willing to risk kids lives. Delta has proven to be very different than previous strains and
meeting it unmasked and undistanced is playing Russian roulette with our most precious lives.
Please mandate masks for the unvaccinated.
1272

I'm disappointed that not only did we have choice stripped away from us... You did so at the
last minute, making it unable for us to make any changes before school starts on Monday. I
feel duped. Allow the parents to make decisions for their children, and they're developmental
needs. Especially when they weren't the affected Covid pay... Nor the spreaders you thought
they were going to be. Our young children need normal learning environments!

8/15/2021 5:39 AM

1273

I very strongly feel that masks should not be required in the schools. I have 3 children and our
daughter is starting kindergarten and I believe it will impede on her development and learning
environment as well as creating a negative impact on her mental health. I don’t believe there is
sufficient evidence to show masks are effective (on the contrary actually) and it should be an
individual choice if you or your child wear a mask. I also prefer that the teachers teaching my
children do not wear masks as that would hinder their development as well. We need these
kids to see facial expressions and have normal social interactions. The mental health toll that
all of this is taking or will take on our kids is getting out of hand and our children are far more
likely to die by suicide at this time. Suicide was at devastating numbers in this community
even prior to 2020 and it needs to stop. I appreciate you taking the time to read this.

8/15/2021 3:56 AM

1274

We as a community are strongly opposed to universal masking for our youngest citizens, we
know now 18 months into this pandemic that children do very well with this virus and know
they do not transmit as well as adults do. Why is it that we are back at this point? We would
like actual data that says that children under the age of 12 are more at risk of dying from
COVID than the seasonal flu.

8/15/2021 3:17 AM

1275

Just no. These kids can not sit for a whole day with masks on. Not fair to them and not fair to
the teachers. The teachers need to be focused on teaching our kids, not worrying if thier
students are keeping thier masks on.

8/15/2021 2:00 AM

1276

No to masks for our kids!

8/15/2021 1:42 AM

1277

it is unconstitutional to require anyone to wear masks. I respect each families decision to wear
their mask or not, and the decision to have our children wear masks is up to the parents to
decide. The only reason we sent our children back to school rather than considering a
homeschool option is because masks are optional. The mask mandate is the reason we kept
our children in online school last year.

8/15/2021 1:12 AM

1278

More damage is being caused wearing masks all day.

8/15/2021 1:08 AM

1279

There is absolutely no reason for anyone, specifically children, to be wearing masks. Children
have statistically a 0% chance of being negatively affected or dying from covid. Masks on
children cause so much more harm than good. Suicide rates are skyrocketing due to the
psychological effects of masks and lockdowns on social interactions. Breathing through a
moist, warm mask for any extended period will only cause bacterial infections and not provide
any protection whatsoever. I can provide documentation to support all of these statements of
anyone is even remotely interested.

8/15/2021 12:25 AM

1280

I do not consent to my kid wearing a mask. My kid does not consent to wearing a mask.

8/15/2021 12:14 AM

1281

If there is one thing during this pandemic to be proven completely safe and somewhat
effective, it is masks. The absolute least we can do for our children, that cannot be
vaccinated, is require them to wear a mask indoors when surrounded by many other
unvaccinated kids. This is, after all, a pandemic of the unvaccinated.

8/15/2021 12:05 AM

1282

Masking in schools is not based on any science. Approximately .008% of kid's have died from
covid. There is no reason why kids who have almost no chance of dying from covid should
wear masks especially when teachers have complete access to the vaccine. The

8/15/2021 12:02 AM
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psychological and emotional damage that would be done to kids by forcing them to wear
essentially a muzzle to school is nothing short of child abuse. Masking is a cheap political
ploy being used by elites for control. Don't give in to cowardice and ruin another year of these
kid's lives. They are worth so much more than that.
1283

Masks should be required for children who are not able to receive the vaccine

8/14/2021 11:39 PM

1284

Masking children in school all day is child abuse, period!!

8/14/2021 11:29 PM

1285

There is a substantial risk to our children going maskless that we can EASILY mitigate with
masks. We can reevaluate this after vaccines are available for this age group. For now let’s
protect our most vulnerable.

8/14/2021 11:26 PM

1286

Dear Tri-County Health Department - I am begging you to consider who you are putting at risk
by not having 100% indoor masking in ALL school’s pre-K -12 until things calm down, and
more people are vaccinated. You are putting TEACHERS who are vaccinated in a classroom in
high schools or middle schools, who are in a small, confined space with 28-35 students with or
without masks, for 60-90 minutes, multiple different cohorts a day. Thus, exposing them to
over 100 different students in a confined spaces over the course of the day. And you know
there will be positive kids in those rooms from families who are not taking this crisis seriously.
Yes, the teachers are vaccinated BUT they can EASILY catch the variant, and not even
KNOW they have it, and the science proves they can take it home to THEIR children who are
babies, infants, toddlers, small children or older who are NOT yet able to be vaccinated. Who
might have health concerns and get VERY, VERY sick or worse!! How can this risk be
justified? How can this be acceptable and how can you add to the stress of these teachers,
staff, students who have no control over the safety of their environment without 100% masking
and distancing and have to sit in these rooms together for extended periods of time?????
When it could be enormously minimized by wearing masks indoors for now, along with more
distancing and continued sanitation. The Cherry Creek School district, as I understand it, will
NOT mandate masks in 7-12 grades until you require it! PLEASE MAKE THIS CHANGE now –
these Teachers, staff and these kids are going back to School today, 8/16 and they deserve
this safety consideration!! I have family and many friends impacted by this decision. And I am
advocating for them and for those who I do not even know, because we want people to be
safe. How were things kept more safe last year? Masking, distancing, decreased capacity,
sanitation, etc. I do not believe you are distancing in these high school classrooms to the
fullest extent based on class size, and even less capacity is not safe without masks for
prolonged periods in closed rooms. The numbers of 12-18 years old vaccinated is LOW!!!
These teachers who are vaccinated, and students who are, or the ones whose parents will not
let them be vaccinated, are going to be forced to be in an enclosed petri dish of virus/bacteria
given the transient movement of many different cohorts into the same room every day with
each teacher. I do not understand how there is not 100% indoor masking required?? Are all of
you, even if you are vaccinated, going to sit and lecture in a small classroom with 3 cohorts of
27-35 kids in the room for 90 minutes EACH 3 times a day???? In the course of a week in
middle school and high school teachers will be closely exposed daily to up to 200 different kids
in close quarters for extended periods of time. Would you feel comfortable being in a
classroom in an enclosed room with 80-125 different kids /people each day with/or without
masks, most probably not vaccinated in the class, and then go home to your family not
knowing if you have caught the COVID variant? If you have unvaccinated small
children/babies or other health compromised family at home, would you want to worry daily that
you might transmit the virus to them as a result of all this close contact? Some of these
babies or children at home under 12 y/o might already have complications and are at huge risk.
This current policy is going to cause people to get sick, PLEASE do the right things for these
teachers, staff, and students by just saying until this thing gets better, 100% indoor masking
will be used and more distancing. WHY ONLY pre-K through 6th grade???? Yes, I know there
is an OPTION for 12-year-old and above to be vaccinated – no mandate, thus the
unvaccinated and even all the vaccinated could be a RISK to others who are vaccinated and
their families at home. A vaccinated person can GET IT and TRANSMIT IT. The variants are a
much higher virus load in the people who get it, and it is MORE infectious and transmits more
quickly. WHAT MORE IS THERE TO UNDERSTAND. I am sure people are scared beyond
what you realize. I am scared to death over what this could mean for the teachers, staff, and
students who have no control over what they are required to be exposed to and can take home
to innocent children/babies and other family members. The most Universities now require all to
be vaccinated with very few approved medical or religious exemptions. Most universities are
masking students, faculty, staff and visitors indoors 100% of the time out of safety. Look at all
the other higher ed and K-12 school districts who are mandating masks indoors or should be.
PLEASE do the right thing!!!! Look across the country - cities, schools districts, businesses,
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countries (Canada) are all taking hard lines on vaccines and masking. Look at what is
happening where they are not. Do we want to be one of those areas with even higher
transmission – which is bad currently? The unvaccinated should also HAVE to wear masks in
school all the time, be physically distanced, and be tested regularly. However, the reality is
they should be vaccinated unless they have a bonifide health reason they cannot, but you
cannot control that. The surges in COVID variant cases are HUGE and it is not 'ok' out there,
but we can be safer if we all do what we can. The facts are clear, and I am begging you to
reconsider and protect these teachers, staff and children and their families under your watch
by requiring 100% indoor masking and distancing! I am encouraged you are doing 100%
masking for K-6, but it should not stop there, PLEASE DO THE SAME FOR grades 7 – 12
immediately. Please, please, please make this temporary change to make the environment
safer for those who will be victims because they are too young to be vaccinated, and those
adults who are vaccinated who have other health concerns. Their parents, brothers/sisters and
immediate family in the middle and high school environment will have significant exposure and
can still get sick even if vaccinated, and then go home to their babies or siblings. This is not
safe, and people could die! You are not protecting innocent children/babies from people who
REFUSE to vaccinate and lead their lives as though there is no problem and who will infect
others. We have a responsibility to protect people from ignorance as educators of the world,
and people with the ability to do so, even when the 'political systems locally and beyond' have
not yet done what they should. I am very dismayed by the citizens who are ignorant or refuse
to fully understand the facts, and are not vaccinating, which is selfish and wreck less behavior.
We can only get through this together and support the people when it is within our power to do
so. Thank you for allowing me to offer some heartfelt concern, and perhaps something I have
offered might add to what you have heard, I know you are in a tough place, and trust me - I
know and have been part of these decisions which affect thousands of people, and it is how I
sleep a bit at night, because I stood up for the safest decision, although some will not agree
for sure, but we must do for the time being until we see things improve. Thank you for your
consideration, and for your hard work.
1287

Please, do not mandate a mask in LPS. The kids are finally feeling some what normal. Leave
it where it is so our kids get a chance to make up what they lost last year. We need the
mindset of if you are comfortable send your kids. If you are not, let them stay home. It should
not be the other way around. Please, do NOT mandate MASKS!!

8/14/2021 11:23 PM

1288

A mask mandate for all students in all public schools is a necessity. It is an essential safety
measure that is easy to implement, enforce and it is cost effective. It will send a message to
students who cannot get vaccinated, that “we care about your safety too.” It will also keep
more people safe.

8/14/2021 11:20 PM

1289

I implore Tri County Health to enact a mask mandate for all indoor school settings. I work as a
special education paraprofessional in an LPS elementary school, and I genuinely fear for the
health of our staff, my students, my family, and myself due to the number of unmasked and
unvaccinated people in the school building. Universal masking worked last year, and it will
minimize any conflicts or bullying of students regarding the wearing of masks. Thank you for
your consideration.

8/14/2021 11:14 PM

1290

Masks in schools are an essential and necessary mitigation strategy to help curb COVID
cases among our children, as well as cut down on quarantines.

8/14/2021 11:09 PM

1291

I think it’s absolutely ridiculous to mandate masks for children. We should all be able to make
our own decisions on the matter. They should be optional.

8/14/2021 10:59 PM

1292

We must protect kids who can't be vaccinated from catching and spreading COVID-19. Masks
appear to be effective in slowing the spread. It seems like a sensible requirement while we're
dealing with increased cases. I support masked indoors for all students and faculty, especially
at the elementary level where most students would not be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 10:45 PM

1293

In a pandemic where the entire community is affected, the we is more important than the me. I
understand that vaccinated people can spread the virus but I think the mask focus should be
on those who are not vaccinated to wear a mask. I am willing to wear a mask to make our
community safer for everyone.

8/14/2021 10:36 PM

1294

Coming from the perspective of an educator, masking children is abuse. The repercussions are
out weighing the “claimed” benefits, that have not even been proven effective. Teaching is all
about relationships and it is extremely difficult to build those relationships when your face is
covered. Last year I had two students in my class with autism and one thing we always work
on is reading social abs emotional cues based on someone’s facial expressions. Needless to

8/14/2021 10:32 PM
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say this has hurt a whole community of our students tremendously. Let parents, the ones who
know what is best for their own child, choose whether they mask their child or not: I will say
this again…mandates are abuse.
1295

Allow parents to make the decision. These are our children. Provide a written liability waiver
like other states to the parents not wanting their child to wear a mask. Children should not be
masked all day long. It deprives them of oxygen, attention, and is psychologically damaging.
My daughter will be starting kindergarten and I would appreciate it if she could focus on
academics instead of being fear mongered on something that has yet to be isolated. Please
take a moment to think. We have never masked for other viruses and look how far we have
made it. Allow the parents to make the decision for their child.

8/14/2021 10:28 PM

1296

This is common sense that until the full student population has the opportunity to be
vaccinated that masks need to be required and should continue to be for those that remain
unvaccinated.

8/14/2021 10:26 PM

1297

All persons need to be masked in schools.

8/14/2021 10:20 PM

1298

It should be a choice to mask in school.

8/14/2021 10:20 PM

1299

Nation wide, the number of deaths attributable to covid is 396. These individuals had
significant co-morbidities like leukemia or having current or recent chemotherapy. This is out of
17 MILLION plus kids in this age group. Which means the possibility of death is zero for
normal children. That aside, masks are significantly detrimental to the development and health
of children in schools. As they are minors, it is up to us, the parents, yo decide if they should
or should not wear a mask. Not you or any other government or health agency! Lastly, should
any parent, staff or employee who has been duly and accurately informed of the risks of
attending schools where no masks are mandated, and determine the risk is unacceptable to
them, they can make other arrangements for their child’s education or their own employment.
Your obligation is to the many, not the few!

8/14/2021 10:18 PM

1300

I’ve watched COVID go around our dance studio 5 times since the start of the pandemic.
Everyone was wearing masks, everyone in the room got sick. Masks will not stop the spread.
Children are developing, they need to read social cues. Mental health matter, too.

8/14/2021 10:10 PM

1301

I and my family are in support of universal masking being required in all Cherry Creek schools
(k-12) as well as surrounding school districts in the Denver Metro Area. We need a universal
mask mandate in schools in Colorado! Not forever, but at least until children under 12 have the
option to get vaccinated and more children 12-17 are vaccinated. I have two children in
elementary school this fall and one not old enough to be in school yet (all not eligible to get
vaccines yet) and the only reason I picked this fall in person instead of online was because I
was assuming all the kids would still need to wear masks like they did last year. My oldest son
will be a fifth grader this year, but he will be taking an advanced math class at a middle school
as well. I know Cherry Creek finally (thank goodness) issued a mask mandate for PK-6th
grade. But he will still be in contact with and passing kids older than him in the hallways at the
middle school that won’t be required to be wearing masks. Masks only work well if everyone is
wearing them. Which everyone, I am sure, won’t be at the middle school. I want him to be as
protected as possible! As I am sure you also have read, it seems the Delta Covid variant is
spreading fast and seems to be causing more severe cases and hospitalizations. It also
seems to be affecting younger children more than it has in the past and making them more
severely ill. I know there has been the argument that it doesn’t seem to be spreading much in
children and in schools, but I feel like that was in part due to the required masking and other
measures taken in all Cherry Creek schools last year. I feel like Cherry Creek school district
did a fantastic job trying to mitigate the virus with its requirements last year. But they are not
now. Plus the virus last year wasn’t as contagious as the current variant is. I am praying the
current “strong recommendation” is changed to universal mask mandating in all schools grades
k-12 so we can protect and do what it right for Colorados children for this fall. Covid doesn’t
follow school district boundaries and only infect certain areas. We need all children in our TriCounty area to be protected!! I don’t understand why that careful precaution isn’t continuing
this year. We have a variant spreading that is more contagious and potentially more dangerous
than the original virus. And everywhere I look in the tri-county area, it seems like people are
acting like the virus is over and done. If the stores and businesses over the summer are any
indication, most parents won’t mask their kids and teens when sending them to school this fall
if there isn’t a universal mandate for all grades. I will definitely be masking mine, but them
wearing masks when hardly any one else is, will not protect them at all. The CDC, American
Academy of Pediatrics, and Colorado Dept of Health are all now recommending use of
masking in schools. I also feel like it is easier to loosen the requirements later, then tighten
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them up and add more if it continues to get worse later in the year. I feel it would be prudent to
try to prevent infections with masking required, then try to just react later if a ton of kids start
getting infected. Maybe we can start with all grades universally masked and gradually lessen
the restrictions for the older kids/teens (ages 12 and up) once more of them are vaccinated?
There are plenty of school districts in the Denver metro area that have already made
responsible decisions by requiring some sort of masking requirement and I feel like it’s only a
matter of time until more follow suit if the Delta variant keeps spreading like it is. Denver
Public Schools, Westminster Public Schools, Adam’s County, Jeffco, now Cherry Creek (but
only for kids up to age 11), etc. Even numerous community businesses (Home Depot,
McDonalds, etc) and other organizations (like nursing homes) are requiring masks again.
Boulder County Public Health even required indoor masking in all their schools. I am begging
and imploring you, please make universal masking in all schools a requirement for this fall to
protect all our children. School starts on Monday and I, like thousands of other parents, are
worried for our children.
1302

I am in favor of everyone being masked in schools

8/14/2021 10:04 PM

1303

Masking in schools and most other places is essential until this covid thing is over.

8/14/2021 10:02 PM

1304

Requiring masks is NOT fair. I support temperature checks, frequent hand washing, and
sanitizing yet mask impact academic, social, and emotional learning. Masks have had a
negative impact on growth of students particularly at the elementary level. Please do NOT
require masks.

8/14/2021 10:01 PM

1305

Medical decisions should be a personal choice. Period.

8/14/2021 9:52 PM

1306

I do not agree with making kids wear mask at school, unless they have symptoms. Not every
symptom(s) is going to be COVID. What happened to cold /flu season??? Or even asthma/
allergies

8/14/2021 9:49 PM

1307

My children deserve to breathe oxygen for their brains and bodies to properly grow, think, and
learn. My children should not be subjected to the social and emotional impacts, all which are
negative, of wearing masks at school.

8/14/2021 9:49 PM

1308

It’s not healthy for kids to wear masks! It does more damage than good. It doesn’t protect
against spreading germs. So stop the control!

8/14/2021 9:48 PM

1309

With plenty of doctors showing concerns about children having weakened immune systems
due to lack of exposure because of isolation and masking, Parents should get the choice on
weather or not our kids should be masking or not. The risk for kids and covid is .008 but our
children could lasting adverse effects if we keep suppressing their natural defenses. Let
Parents protect their kids how they see fit. There is a difference between not suporting parents
being forced to mask their children and saying no one should mask. Parents who feel it is best
can still have their kids wear them.

8/14/2021 9:48 PM

1310

I work with school aged children in Highlands Ranch, and find it extremely important that kids
all wear masks in school in order to minimize the spread of covid and keep kids in school in
person (and not back online).

8/14/2021 9:47 PM

1311

The pandemic has caused more harm to mental health in kids and adults and getting back to a
normal life is important for the kids to not feel like everyone around them could be sick. The
kids are not reacting the same way as adults and we need to consider that before we further
harm our kids. Additionally, kids who cannot see the teachers mouth as they talk can also
create a disadvantage with learning.

8/14/2021 9:43 PM

1312

I think that if universal masking will assist in keeping children attending in person school then I
agree. Also i think if it prevents discrimination against those who for health reasons need to
have extra protection then I agree

8/14/2021 9:41 PM

1313

As an infectious diseases physician, epidemiologist, and parent in Cherry Creek School
District (and COVID researcher), thank you for the decision to require masks for K-6. I urge
you to consider for ALL schools. Being in school is what kids need; lack of masks and lack of
vaccination among many of those eligible will lead to quarantines. I've already seen 'mask
bullying' around kids, with kids making fun of others for wearing their mask... this is what
causes mental health issues, not WEARING a mask. Hopefully we won't need this forever, but
there is most certainly going to be another surge into the fall/winter, and now is the time to do
what we can to help prevent that surge. One argument I've seen is "kids don't die that often".
First, ANY kid dying a preventable death is shameful. Second, the long-term effects of Long

8/14/2021 9:41 PM
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COVID may be much more than we anticipate, and a life (or several years) of disability
following infection may have major long term effects on our kids and their families (and
society). Third, it is absolutely ridiculous that the people dedicating their lives to protecting the
health of the public should be threatened in any way. I commend you all for continuing to do
what is right for the community despite the ongoing threats from those who lack knowledge in
the area.
1314

Please do not subject our kids to wearing masks based on politics. What happens when the
next variant comes? Are the kids supposed to wear masks for the next 5 years? What about
the effects of masks on the kids health-why is that not part of the discussion? Since the CDC
has put out contradictory statistics over and over again, how are we in good conscience
supposed to “follow the science”? I am a parent and i believe I am a good person. I have
always tried to do the right thing for everyone. This mask mandate makes me feel sick to my
stomach, especially when you see a former President celebrating a birthday with 700 people NO MASKS, and I know that there were folks there that were not vaccinated. Please please
consider the facts and consider the children. Thank you.

8/14/2021 9:39 PM

1315

Please please do what is right for the health of our children. We have 3 kids. Two are old
enough to to be vaccinated (and are), one is not. What about him? What about the little kids
being effective by people who have made the choice not to protect themselves or those around
them.

8/14/2021 9:39 PM

1316

Masks should be required for all students who are required by law to attend school, and for all
adults who come into contact with them. If they are unable to be protected in an area that they
are required to attend for long periods of time day after day, the school/county/state should be
responsible for their medical care immediately and forever as they battle health issues postcovid. My child lost a parent to covid (due to being infected by someone in his work space who
went to work with symptoms), and my child has battled health issues for more than a year now
as a result of covid (and will continue to their entire life). I do not wish that upon anyone. I
would also love to get my child safely in a school where he can regain friendships and
activities with peers, but not without mask mandates and rigorous cleaning protocols, with
some semblance of concern and protection for their health and those they care about.

8/14/2021 9:37 PM

1317

It is a good thing to want to protect children and keep their health in mind while making
decisions, but statistically COVID 19 has not been a life threatening virus for children,
especially small children. The board of health is a group of people who should look at the data
and make recommendations for the public, but any time their are mandates it is infringing on
freedom laws. With recommendations in place people can make the thoughtful decision to
interact in society or stay at home but that should be a personal choice not mandated.

8/14/2021 9:36 PM

1318

Masking our children 8-10 hours a day IS CHILD ABUSE! You should be ashamed of
yourselves! It should be the families option!!!!!!! We had Covid and our children had NO
SYMPTOMS! They were completely fine!!!!!! This is absurd!!!!!!!!

8/14/2021 9:34 PM

1319

Children are not dying in large numbers from covid. There are studies proving that the cloth
and store bought masks cannot prevent the spread of COVID. Masking children goes against
the science. What about kids who are young and are still learning to speak properly by
watching their teacher’s mouths. Why isn’t it up to individual families to decide what is best for
their own children? I vehemently disagree with putting masks on children or anyone who does
not want to wear one.

8/14/2021 9:34 PM

1320

Masking in kids is more severe for their health. It is psychologically, physically, and mentally
endangering our kids to put masks on them and not helping them in anyway learn. It is much
more severe than them risking getting Covid. My kids will not attend school in this district if
you mandate masks.

8/14/2021 9:27 PM

1321

Please allow masks to be optional in our schools. Anyone who would like their children to wear
one may but those who do not do not have to. By mandating that all must you are not allowing
for choice and for those to make the best decision for themselves. It has also been proven
that must do not keep out virus particles as they are to small to be blocked. So let those who
would like to breathe freely do so. Again let it be a choice not a mandate.

8/14/2021 9:26 PM

1322

Masks are ineffective, like using a fence to keep out mosquitoes. Children will be harmed
psychologically by wearing them, and children don't get deathly ill from Covid. Masks are
unnecessary, but it should be up to the parents.

8/14/2021 9:24 PM

1323

My son stayed home and did TOPS through April 2020. We returned him to school to support

8/14/2021 9:24 PM
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his mental and social health and within 2 weeks, he was exposed to COVID in his cafeteria at
lunch and was quarantined 3 days after the exposure. This ultimately sent him to the ER with
weeks of recovery and long term health implications. The reduced quarantine timing to a week
also caused repeated outbreaks in his class and at one point he was the only child in the class
with the teacher and the rest of the class was home. Any parent that has had to take their
child to the ER at 3am gasping for air would feel differently about masks. It’s a non-issue,
Children’s Hospital will tell you that vaccinated adults will spread the virus, so how are
Elementary age children NOT supposed to get it and have any chance without a mask? Euclid
has a case after 2 days open. Please make this a mandate now.
1324

We are in a charter. 50% of the kids and staff mask. The rest will not without a mandate.
Please consider the stakes for our children, keep them safe and in school for the good of all.

8/14/2021 9:23 PM

1325

I believe that until we have better data on the impact of the delta variant on kids, we should
mandate masks in the classrooms while allowing no masks during outdoor time.

8/14/2021 9:17 PM

1326

Please mandate masking for all unvaccinated students and staff.

8/14/2021 9:12 PM

1327

Abolish mask mandates for elementary students. My autistic son is being deprived of returning
to his general education class for the second year in a row due to the mask mandate. This is
isolation and seclusion! Not to mention the statistics behind Covid and elementary age
individuals! It’s unnecessary and a crime against our children!

8/14/2021 9:11 PM

1328

COVID is on the rise again. We need to stop the spread with a mandate for masks.

8/14/2021 9:05 PM

1329

I disagree with mandating children to wear masks. This should be left up to each family to
decide how best to care for their children.

8/14/2021 9:02 PM

1330

No masks in school, please!!

8/14/2021 9:01 PM

1331

Please do not make our kids wear masks...this is having a profound effect on the most
impressionable years of their lives. Masks have proven over and over again to not be affective
and there’s many other precautions we can take that are much more effective such as washing
hands regularly, social distancing, etc. Thanks

8/14/2021 9:00 PM

1332

No masks in schools!

8/14/2021 8:59 PM

1333

Masks should be requried for all children under 12 or unvacinnated. The kids do not have the
option to choose for themselves, nor do they understand what could happen if they don't wear
a mask. The mask debate in this country is largely political, as a result parents are unable to
foucs on and make decisions based on science. The parents are unble to make evidence
based decisions for their children. They say the government should not tell them or their kids
what to do. The government tells them they have to send their kids to school, I hear no
complaints about that. They have to stop at the red lights to drop their children off at school,
no complaints they are told to do that, They are told how to behave in the drop off/pickup lane,
mostly no complaints. They are told they have to make their children wear covering over most
of their bodies (shirts, pants, shoes, etc), no complaints about that freedom being taken away.
Let the school ask enough personal information, that the teachers have an intimate view into
their child's life, no complaints yet. No social media pages, websites, or conferences dedicated
to stopping it. Ask them to protect their children and other people's children with a mask and
suddenly their geedom is being taken away. Evidence shows wearing a mask reduces
transmission. Transmission is up, therefore mask requirements seem suitable.

8/14/2021 8:57 PM

1334

Masks should be required for students in school due to how contagious the delta variant is. If
there is not a mask requirement, the schools will be shuttered in weeks due to outbreaks. I
plan to have my kids masked regardless, but science tells us universal masking indoors
protects everyone the best. Under 11 cannot be vaccinated yet, and we must protect them the
best that we can.

8/14/2021 8:57 PM

1335

Please REQUIRE masks of everyone, students and staff, vaccinated or unvaccinated. This is
about keeping everyone inside the schools safe as well as preventing community spread. A
simple and effective requirement. As more and more businesses require masking, I feel it
makes sense to include schools. Middle schools in particular requiring only age 11 and under
to wear masks opens up more issues than I care to list. Let's level the playing field and
eradicate this virus. Thank you

8/14/2021 8:55 PM

1336

My wife and I are very strong supporters of COVID safety precautions, including masks. We
elected to have our child do kindergarten last year online. We saw how well in-person learning

8/14/2021 8:43 PM
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went, so we are sending our child to in-person learning this year. Due to increasing case rates,
the Delta variant, and the inability for children under 12 to access the vaccine, we feel that
masks are a critical component to the strategy to keep kids safe this school year. We are
relieved that Tri-County Health Department is taking safety seriously and recommending
masks for the school setting. We strongly support a mandate for masks to be worn indoors in
all schools by all persons, regardless of age or vaccination status as recommended by the
CDC.
1337

By not having a mandate for kids that are under 12 TriCounty is abdicating their responsibility
and putting the weight onto the shoulders of my 7 year old daughter and her fellow classmates.
Now we are creating a new iceberg for kids to navigate. Wearing a mask at school is not a
onerous ask especially when everyone does it.

8/14/2021 8:41 PM

1338

My kids are being stripped of all normalcy. During the lockdowns, masking and social
distancing last year they lost their love for school. My kids shouldn’t be forced to wear a mask,
they should be free to play with their friends. I believe everyone should be able to choose
wether their children wear a mask, regardless of age. If a parent feels more safe sending their
kids to school with a mask I can appreciate that. We would like the same consideration the
other way. I do not a agree with a mask mandate whatsoever, people need to be free to
choose. Mask, no mask, homeschool, or public school. Thank you for your time.

8/14/2021 8:40 PM

1339

If individual families choose to mask their students that is perfectly acceptable but mandating
each student have it is unnecessary. There are options for online schools for parents with
larger concerns, but ultimately there is truly no clinical evidence that forcing young people to
wear masks is anymore effective than making them stay home when I’ll and practicing good
hygiene.

8/14/2021 8:40 PM

1340

My husband and I are very strong supporters of COVID safety precautions, including masks.
We elected to have our child do kindergarten last year online. We saw how well in-person
learning went, so we are sending our child to in-person learning this year. Due to increasing
case rates, the Delta variant, and the inability for children under 12 to access the vaccine, we
feel that masks are a critical component to the strategy to keep kids safe this school year. We
are relieved that Tri-County Health Department is taking safety seriously and recommending
masks for the school setting. We strongly support a mandate for masks to be worn indoors in
all schools by all persons, regardless of age or vaccination status as recommended by the
CDC.

8/14/2021 8:39 PM

1341

1) If worn correctly, there is no argument that masks are effective. However, as a parent with
children in both Littleton HS and Heritage HS, masks were not worn correctly last year;
students frequently did not cover the nose when wearing masks and as soon as they were out
of sight, the masks were removed. My students observed that even teachers frequently wore
masks below the nose while teaching. 2) Masks reduce intake of oxygen. Reducing the flow of
oxygen to the body also reduces the flow of oxygen to the brain which is critical for learning. If
masks did not reduce oxygen to the body and brain, ask yourself why then did Olympic
athletes remove masks for competition. 3) While COVID has been devastating to those with
co-morbidity issues such as being overweight, diabetic, immune-compromised, etc., healthy
children have a high rate of surviving COVID infections. The majority of children are otherwise
healthy and would survive a COVID infection with no lasting long term effects. 4) Bullying,
from children and teachers has increased due to the politicized nature of wearing a mask.
Outside of classes such as history or political science classes, politics has no place in the
classrooms, yet teachers of many subjects wore masks promoting BLM and other causes. My
student felt intimidated and pressured to agree with the teachers views or risk retribution in
grading.

8/14/2021 8:37 PM

1342

Mental health considerations MUST be taken more seriously. Suicide attempts and drug use
has skyrocketed because of isolation and mandating masks is further inhibiting our children’s
social, emotional and behavioral health. Headaches, fatigue, dizziness are all side effects of
lack of oxygen to the brain. Our children need air, not stifled exhaust. We are not doing our
children justice with these mandates and the fact that school districts have placed these
requirements on the last weekday before school start is appalling. This gave parents no say
and no opportunity to make alternative arrangements. This is a huge infringement on our rights
as parents to make health decisions for our children. Please do not put our children through
anymore disruption! They have had enough trauma over the past year and a half. Enough is
enough!!

8/14/2021 8:36 PM

1343

What happened to my body my choice? They are my kids and it should be a family choice on
if we wear masks. If masks truly work- then parents who are concerned can have their children

8/14/2021 8:30 PM
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wear them. At some point we need to learn to live with the virus like we do with the flu (which
is more deadly to children than COVID) and we don’t mask for that.
1344

There shouldn’t be any mask mandate for kids at school. Parent should keep a child home if
they are sick.

8/14/2021 8:28 PM

1345

These kids aren’t vaccinated, of course they need masks on. That’s been guidance since the
beginning and it worked last year. Until every kid has the opportunity to protect themself with
the vaccine, you and the districts should do everything in your power to help minimize covid.

8/14/2021 8:25 PM

1346

Please let the parents make health decisions for our own kids. There are no federal, state or
CDC mandates to mask our kids. Where do you have the legal right to force our kids to wear
masks?

8/14/2021 8:22 PM

1347

Masks should be required in schools. Our school was in person 80% of the year because of
mask requirements and additional measures. Choice stops when you endanger others. You
can’t drink and drive if you don’t care if you get hurt because you can hurt others - same
concept with masking.

8/14/2021 8:21 PM

1348

I was very unhappy to learn of the new mandate for elementary aged kids to wear masks in
school. The fact that they are by far, scientifically, the LEAST likely/able to contract and be
effected by Covid it makes no sense to me as to why they are forced to wear masks that
affect their learning (I had a kindergartner last year…try teaching a 5 year old their appropriate
letters, sounds, and how to read without being able to see their lips/them be able to see what
shapes and sounds their teachers lips are making!) Also, if the argument is that they’re not
able to get the vaccine yet, does that mean as soon as they’re able they won’t be required to?
Just because they can doesn’t mean everyone will get vaccinated…and it’s likely that those
who will not get vaccinated are also against masks, and those who choose to get vaccinated
will choose to wear masks…so how does THAT logic work?! I obviously have strong opinions
on the matter, but ultimately I feel bad for my kids for not being able to see the smiling faces
of their teachers and friends - it definitely had an effect on them last year.

8/14/2021 8:21 PM

1349

I had hope that my community would do the right thing and that more children in Elementary,
who can't possibly be vaccinated, would come to school wearing masks. I live next to an
Elementary school in Littleton and watched the parade of parents and students pass by on the
first day of school. I was hopeful, many seemed to be wearing masks. My daughter is in 4th
Grade at the same school and I asked her to count how many students were wearing masks in
her class. She reported 6 out of 24 students were masked. You know that 25% is not good
enough and that the parents of children who would love to vaccinate their child(ren) under 12
are scared of the heightened risk, even when masked. We need your help to stay safe. .
Please do to right thing and issue a mask mandate.

8/14/2021 8:18 PM

1350

Please mandate masks for everyone working with children 11 and under as well as the children
until they can get vaccinated. You are putting our children at risk, and making masks optional
will not work to protect our kids.

8/14/2021 8:15 PM

1351

The rate of young children getting hospitalized with covid is increasing and many older kids
have younger infant siblings at home that are high risk. We should do everything we can to
protect our infants and children

8/14/2021 7:56 PM

1352

Tri county and Littleton school board and as a matter of the governor is willing to put many
lives at grave danger, especially kids who cannot get vaccinated. I am so disappointed at the
direction you are taking and not protecting our children and grandchildren. I applaud Denver
and Boulder schools for mandating masks! The schools were so much safer last year than
they are now! I am concerned about the kids that can not get vaccinated! I am so upset that
you all are listening to so many of the non vaccinated parents and their rights when you should
be concerned about the whole of the people, the kids and those who are doing everything right!
However doing everything right we can still get this virus because you do not mandate
everyone to get vaccinated and wear masks and self distance! It is my right as well to ask that
people get vaccinated wear masks and self distance to protect others and the kids. You
however are willing to put the kids at grave danger with this new variant that you can be
exposed in 15 secs and it hits those harder that are not vaccinated. I see this everyday at the
hospital and I can not bear to see the little ones get this horrible virus. You know well enough
that viruses mutates — this is what they do. and this is only the start but your choice and
stupidity to not mandate masks especially in k-9 grades is on you! This is unacceptable to put
kids lives at danger I thought the science would say something but you have showed me you
don’t care!

8/14/2021 7:50 PM
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1353

There are other ways to keep kids safe, most of which were done last year (increased
ventilation, and sanitization). All help deal with the flu, which kids are at a higher risk of getting
then COVID. Hospitalizations are up in kids yes, but it’s primarily because of a disease more
deadly then COVID, called RSV. This is something most kids get immunity to over the year,
but not last due to the shutdown and all the masks that most worn 8-10 hours out of the day.
Kids need germs, they can’t permanently wear masks. They need to be able to build up an
immunity to the common colds and flus. The longer we delay them from “getting sick from
anything” the more dangerous small things that their body is made to fight, wouldn’t be use to
fighting. It’s time to allow kids be kids and parents make the choice for them and not tri-county
or the district, unmask our kids!

8/14/2021 7:46 PM

1354

Masks are a very important tool that we need to use to curb the spread of Covid and especially
the delta variant with an R0 greater than 5. Universal masking in all indoor settings (not just at
schools) will prevent a lot of deaths, long Covid and other side effects, lost in person school
time and work time in our community. Pediatric ICUs in the south are all filling up with young
Covid patients. It is not right to the youngest among us that those who have the power to
prevent the spread of the virus are not doing the needful but waiting for the worst to happen.

8/14/2021 7:45 PM

1355

I do not support masking in schools at all. I consider the entire COVID narrative politicallydriven and medically harmful to children. Under no circumstance do I consider masking
children a good idea and will actively oppose all efforts.

8/14/2021 7:42 PM

1356

Please, please have a mask mandate. My high risk child is currently not protected by a
vaccine, and his class mates and teachers are not masking

8/14/2021 7:39 PM

1357

Children are not any more at risk than during any cold and flu season. The damage that’s being
done by masking children far outweighs any potential benefit from masking. The purpose of
masking is to pacify fearful mongering. The mental health problems and learning challenges
being presented by masks is shameful.

8/14/2021 7:37 PM

1358

Children are at such low risk for serious illness or complications related to Covid. They are
also low risks for transmissions due to the low viral load they carry. The
social/emotional/developmental benefits of children seeing facial expressions and the mouth of
the speaker far outweigh the supposed “safety” of masks.

8/14/2021 7:31 PM

1359

My children not any other person should not have to sacrifice their rights for the fear of others.
Masking should be a choice given to the families not forced into submission. My child will not
attend a school that takes away her freedom. If mask mandates are enforced she will not
attend any schooling from your district she will be pulled from everything and homeschooled.
This is a disgusting abuse of power in an area where our kids should feel safe to learn and
grow. If people are so scared that they think masks should be required then they should stay
home or use alternative learning not take away the rights and freedoms of others. DO NOT DO
THIS!!

8/14/2021 7:30 PM

1360

As a nurse that attends school with a child in Littleton Public Schools, I was disheartened that
there is no mask mandate for the children. As COVID cases continue to rise, I think it is
important to keep the children safe, especially those too young to be vaccinated. We have
seen that the Delta variant is becoming widespread and causing more children to get sick than
in the past. As they attend school and are around more peers, I fear that the hospitals could
become overwhelmed as we have seen happen in other states. Adding layers of protection, as
we saw last year with mask mandates, can help keep children from getting sick and disrupting
their school year. I think it is very important for the children to attend school in person, and I
believe that wearing masks is the best way to allow that to happen. None of the children that I
interacted with last year had a problem wearing a mask, and I believe that they will be willing to
wear masks again if it allows them to continue attending school.

8/14/2021 7:30 PM

1361

Let families select what is best for you their kids

8/14/2021 7:25 PM

1362

With not all children able to be vaccinated right now, not wearing masks is putting them and
quite possibly their whole family at risk of Covid. From what I’ve seen, children don’t mind
wearing masks and wore them just fine all of last year. I didn’t have a cold at all in this past
year, something that hasn’t happened since I started teaching. Masks are very much so
needed to continue to keep the children out of the hospital.

8/14/2021 7:24 PM

1363

I believe it should be parent choice to send kids with masks. The data shows that kids under
18 are low risk for symptoms and having them wear masks during these developmental years
of their life is only hurting them more mentally and physically.

8/14/2021 7:24 PM
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1364

Give us a choice, that is all that we ask as parents. NO MASKS. If people want to put their
kids in masks, fine but the rest of us should have a choice too.

8/14/2021 7:20 PM

1365

Masking should be a choice for all and should be left up to the parents. Since the beginning
Colorado's mask mandate did not apply to kids under 10 years old due to the science of
extremely low transmission rate in young kids. As well as nearly a 100% survival rate. Those
that are older and more vulnerable have the choice to get vaccinated. It is time to get back to
normal. We have lived with deadly viruses every year and will as long as we roam the earth.

8/14/2021 7:16 PM

1366

It is not ok to have a minority of the population dictate public health decisions for everyone
against medical advice and scientific majority. It is definitely not acceptable to have teachers
and administration not adhere to what is the prudent easy healthcare that is recommended...
they should be setting an example especially for all of the children who can not be vaccinated.
The school district should be liable for hospitalizations that occur from contamination that
happens in this way

8/14/2021 7:13 PM

1367

August 9, 2021 Dear Mr. Smith, First, I would like to commend you and your staff for how the
district has navigated our children through these last 2 school years in the face of a
challenging and difficult pandemic. As parents of students in the district we appreciate the
work that school leadership and teachers put in to keeping our children as safe as possible
while providing an environment that has allowed for continued growth and education. That is
why as physicians and scientists we are puzzled by your letter of August 4 which puts the
onus on mask wearing on individual families. Masks were a key element in preventing larger
outbreaks in the schools last year. And with the Delta variant's increased contagiousness it is
a key component in preventing infection currently. The American Academy of Pediatrics and
the CDC clearly are recommending continued use of masks by all people attending school this
year. They cannot mandate this practice, but you can. Children are being infected by COVID
19 at an increased rate and with increased severity. Children's Hospitals' ICUs are seeing more
admissions for COVID than at any time during the pandemic. Schools across the country that
are not implementing mask mandates are already suffering outbreaks. Without mandates, it
will be impossible to ensure that unvaccinated children are protecting themselves and others.
Without mask mandates, you are ensuring a COVID outbreak in your schools where
vaccination rates are not optimal. Furthermore, by making masks optional, you are applying
undue social pressure on kids to do what their friends are doing vis-a-vis masks; while some
will feel pressure to wear them, I suspect most will feel pressure to not do so. We would like to
know what the rationale is for making masks optional inside the classroom when the CDC and
AAP are stating that they are necessary. We know that CCSD has remained fluid through the
last 18 months as the pandemic has ebbed and flowed, and we suspect that you will continue
to do so. But we hope that changes to school COVID policy will not be influenced by “parental
politics” and will not require hundreds of children to become ill before common sense, sciencebacked, mitigation efforts are again enforced. Thank you for your time and all of your hard
work. Lawrence Schwartz, MD, FASA Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics - Critical Care
Medicine Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Scott Klein, MD
Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology United States Anesthesia Partners Jeremy
Erdley, MD Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics
Sharon Sagel, MD Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics Diplomate, American Board of
Pediatrics Diane Wood Gordon, MD Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology – Pediatrics
Mindy Cohen, MD Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Fellow,
American Academy of Pediatrics Graduate, Cherry Creek High School 1994 Warren J Strutt,
MD Hal S Wortzel, MD Katja Kiseljak-Vassiliades, DO Diplomate, American Board of Internal
Medicine Karen Kelminson, MD, MPH Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics Ken Liechty,
MD Diplomate, American Board of Surgery – Pediatrics Ben Apple, MD Fellow, American
Academy of Pediatrics Craig A Press, MD/PhD Diplomate, Pediatric Neurology and Epilepsy
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology Pediatric Neurocritical Care Adam Rosenberg,
MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics Thanh Nguyen, MD Diplomate, American Board
of Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Marcy Yonker, MD, FAHS Diplomate, American Board of
Psychiatry and Neurology – Child Neurology Scott Sagel, MD, PhD Diplomate, American
Board of Pediatrics and Pediatric Pulmonology Mark A Brown, MD Diplomate, American Board
of Pediatrics Pediatric Pulmonologist Tessa Mandler, MD Diplomate, American Board of
Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Henri Acosta, MD Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology
C. Maggie Chan, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics Todd M Wine, MD Diplomate,
American Board of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery Scott Demarest, MD MSCS
Diplomate, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology – Child Neurology Stacey Martiniano,
MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics - Pulmonary Medicine Andrea Bischoff, MD
Diplomate, American Board of Surgery Zvonimir Bebic, MD Diplomate, American Board of

8/14/2021 7:12 PM
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Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Joyce S Lee, MD, MAS Diplomate, American Board of Internal
Medicine Edward T Melkun, MD Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery Megan E Harbaugh,
DDS Richard Spritz, MD Pediatrics and Genetics Diana Dills, MD Kimber M Simmons, MD,
MS Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics – Endocrinology Ann-Christine Nyquist, MD,
MSPH Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics – Infectious Disease Allyson Alexander, MD,
PhD Pediatric Neurosurgery Melanie Everitt, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics –
Cardiology Mother of Campus Middle School & Cherry Creek High School Students Ivana
Yang, PhD Jan Martin MD Diplomate, American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, Child
Neurology Ari Ballonoff, MD Radiation Oncologist, CPMG Christina Ballonoff, MD
Obstetrics/Gynecology, CPMG Sayde McAllister, PA-C Christopher J. Stille, MD, MPH
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics Gayle Soskolne MD Diplomate, American Board of
Pediatrics Marianne Balliet, MD Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology Stephanie
Bourque, MD, MSCS Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics – Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
Lisa Abuogi, MD, MS Diplomat, American Board of Pediatrics Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics Jeffrey B Campbell, MD Diplomate, Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada Diplomate, American Board of Urology Fellow, Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada Fellow, American College of Surgeons Fellow, American
Academy of Pediatrics Todd C Hankinson, MD, MBA Diplomate, American Board of
Neurological Surgery Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Neurological Surgery Ricka
Messer, MD, PhD Diplomate, Child Neurology Amy K. Keating, MD Diplomate, American
Board of Pediatrics Stephen M. M. Hawkins, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics –
Pulmonary Medicine Johannes von Alvensleben, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics
– Cardiology Patti Batchelder, MSN, PNP-BC Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Glenda Quan, MD
Trauma Surgeon, Swedish Medical Center Marklyn Jones, MD Urologist Brian Rothschild, MD
Dermatologist Jill Marks, DNP, APRN, CPNP-AC Jason Rovak, MD Orthopedic Surgeon, Hand
Surgery Madison Macht, MD Critical Care, Pulmonary, and Sleep Medicine Ari Brunschwig,
MD Anesthesiologist Alex Benson MD Medical Director of COVID Operations for a large local
healthcare system Danielle Clancy, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Fellow,
American Academy of Pediatrics William Payne, MD Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric
Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics Alyssa Le, MD Diplomate, American Board of
Pediatric Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics Jordan Yoeli, MD Pediatrician Lauren
Barrett, PA-C Megan Haldy, DO Fellow, American Association of Family Medicine Kristin
Furfari MD Diplomate, American Board of Family Medicine Anne Jobman, MD Diplomate,
American Board of Family Medicine Peter Le, MD Diplomate, American Board of Internal
Medicine Jennifer Mulhausen, MD Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatrics. Traci
Nivens, MD Diplomate, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology – Obstetric Hospitalist
Michael Zaretsky, MD Diplomate, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology – Maternal
Fetal Medicine Specialist and Fetal Surgeon Monica Hoagland, MD Diplomate, American
Board of Anesthesiology – Pediatrics Kristina Healy, MD Pediatrics, Erin O’Flaherty, MD
Psychiatry Resident Lindsay Nicholson, MD Internal Medicine, Infectious Disease Vanda
Jerath, MD Fellow of the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology (FACOG) Mira
Eklund, MD Psychiatry Christina Suh MD MPH Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics –
General Pediatrics Fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics Anna R.K. Franklin, MD
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics - General Pediatrics, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine Deborah Chen-Becker, MD, Fellow, American
Academy of Pediatrics Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics Regina M. Reynolds MD
Diplomate American Board of Pediatrics, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine Xinh Donahue, DO
Family Medicine and Palliative Care Myda Luu, MD, OBGYN Ivor Douglas, MD Pulmonology –
Critical Care Medicine Joel Friedlander, MD Pediatrics - Gastroenterology
1368

I want my kids to wear masks because of the uprising number of kids being hospitalized due
to this Delta variant. Before this pandemic, my kids have been hospitalized because to regular
colds quickly turning into pneumonia and so I want them to wear masks at school. We have
been in school for 2 days and I find out that they keep taking their masks off because their
friends aren't wearing masks and making fun of them. The teachers won't enforce it without a
mandate. Let's no wait to over flow our already stressed hospitals.

8/14/2021 7:04 PM

1369

I am a mom of 2 boys. One is in elementary and the other in middle. Everyone in my family is
vaccinated except for our 5th grader. While we appreciate the pre-k through 6 mask mandate,
this still is not enough protection for him since his brother could more easily catch the delta
variant at his school because there is no mandate there. Research shows that vaccinated
people can carry the virus and give it to others and the delta variant causes high viral loads so
our 10 year old could still catch it from his brother. This seems very simple to understand,
especially since the CDC and the AAP both recommend universal masking in ALL schools. I
know a group of 800 pediatricians sent a letter to TCHD urging you to mandate masks in

8/14/2021 7:00 PM
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school. It makes no sense for TCHD to ask for parents opinions when you should be listening
to the CDC, AAP and local pediatricians. Please do what is medically right, keep our children
safe and healthy by issuing a mask mandate.
1370

I would like current CDC recommendations in support of masking in schools to be followed at
this time to protect everyone

8/14/2021 6:58 PM

1371

Children are at minimal risk from Covid and there are treatments available. If we don’t try to
live without masks now, then when? Will we be doing this for the next 15 years?

8/14/2021 6:55 PM

1372

Absolutely ridiculous you are mandating masks. Kids are not spreading this. Stop the
madness and stop caving to pressure. Do the right thing and leave the kids alone!

8/14/2021 6:50 PM

1373

As a teacher in Cherry Creek schools, I ask that you mandate universal masking in all indoor
school settings. Universal masking will protect students, staff, faculty, families, and our
community. Until the Delta variant is under control and every person can receive a vaccine,
masks in schools are critical to to the safety and well-being of all. If you really want people to
wear masks in schools, they need to be mandated.

8/14/2021 6:47 PM

1374

A public health order should not be issued. The data shown on the CDC’s website is showing
that the children still have the least risk of contracting this virus, including the delta variant.
There has been no substantial data shown to the public to give reason to believe are children
are at risk of contracting COVID or the delta variant. The data still shows the greatest risk lies
in 18-49 year olds. These kids need to be de-masked. We need to get them back to their
normal, so they could learn. Their education has suffered enough the last two years.
Especially making masks mandated for preschools, that is just torture. All teachers and staff
should’ve had the option to vaccinate by now, so they should no longer be at risk.

8/14/2021 6:44 PM

1375

Please help ensure the safety of your children and our families by requiring masks for all those
entering a school.

8/14/2021 6:37 PM

1376

The negative impact of masks will have a lasting affect of the development of our youth. So
please do not make the wear masks!

8/14/2021 6:37 PM

1377

With the Delta variant so widespread and so contagious, why is the school district risking the
health and the lives of the young people by not requiring mask wearing in the schools? I know
students are allowed to wear masks, but some are being belittled by non mask wearing
students. The only way they will all be safe is for all of them to wear masks and protect each
other. It’s a small sacrifice for the greater good.

8/14/2021 6:32 PM

1378

Stop abusing our children and let us determine what is right for them. It should be our
responsibility. It’s a virus that’s not going away but it is getting weaker. My kids will NOT be
wearing masks!

8/14/2021 6:25 PM

1379

I work in medical education and adamantly oppose masks unless you are immune
compromised. Most masks that are worn by the public are ineffective. We have a crisis when
it comes to mental health, depression and suicide with our youth. I know you are aware of the
findings from Children’s Hospital. There are ~72 million kids 17 and under in this country, ~300
have died. Sadly, most were severely compromised with other illnesses like cancer and didn’t
have the autoimmune system to fight it off. If you are so concerned with our children’s health
then you should have mandated flu shots years ago since children are more susceptible to
death with the annual flu than Covid. Do you really want to help our children become
successful adults or do you want to continue hindering them. Don’t even get me started on the
public health perspective as I guaranty you that we look back on this in 10 years and see all
the additional trauma that was done to our citizens history will not look favorably in the choices
made. Get a backbone and do the right thing...no masks!!!

8/14/2021 6:11 PM

1380

Please make mask wearing mandatory in all schools and preschools-it works and can keep the
children in school - remote school is very hard on the students, teachers, and parents( and
grandparents) . Many children go to their grandparents after school and we must keep them
safe- in states and counties that are not requiring madk the COVID numbers are increasing like
crazy and that will lead to remote learning again. As a grandparent of a child with asthma that
is too young to be vaccinated I want him to be safe- Please-make mask wearing mandatory.,

8/14/2021 6:09 PM

1381

We have done what we have supposed to do! For 17 months we wore masks and finally get
out of them this summer just in time for the all-star game. Now after the state has made its
money you want to put us in masks again? There is the delta this year what will be next year?

8/14/2021 6:08 PM
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It’s like the flu, there will be so many types that it will never go away! Let us love our lives! If
your worried then mask up! But don’t force us!
1382

With the lower rate of transmission among young kids, and the ability for the teenagers who
vacced to still pass Covid, why are we forcing elementary school aged kids to mask? Why are
we zoning in on this age and forcing them to be uncomfortable when the actual risk is so low in
this age group? Why are we allowing those in other schools to go without masks when the
vaccinated are still at risk of spreading it. Let parents choose the level of risk they are
comfortable with! If you must have masks, make all schools and age levels mask. It’s only fair
if your truly worried about transmission.

8/14/2021 6:08 PM

1383

I do not believe that anyone but the parents should have the right to decide whether my child
wears a mask or not.

8/14/2021 6:05 PM

1384

We do NOT want our kids to have to wear masks in school. It is impeding on our kids mental
health

8/14/2021 6:04 PM

1385

Imagine young children wearing masks all day for just a moment. Saturated with saliva,
mucous, moisture and every single particle of dust that that came into contact with it. They set
it on the table where they eat…..where the other kids eat. They transfer the microscopic
contents that the mask collected like flies on honey to everything they touch….because they
touch the mask…because they are kids. They develop rashes on their faces and sores from
chafing. This is neglectful if not abusive. Even if they contract covid they are more likely to die
by a lightning strike so what do we feel we are accomplishing here? The social, psychological
and health implications are all negative especially because we are talking about children
running free on playgrounds somewhat unsupervised if we are being honest. Turn a child loose
with something similar….perhaps a popsicle, and see what collects on it. People with children
know how this goes. Local cities did not mandate mask wearing under age 10 but now we think
it’s a good idea under 12? Common sense please.

8/14/2021 6:00 PM

1386

Masks should not be mandated. That is decision of parents. More harmful than good for
children as well as young adults

8/14/2021 6:00 PM

1387

I want the board to consider making doing away with the mask mandate for 6th grade kids and
under. Please let it be a choice per family.

8/14/2021 5:55 PM

1388

I am not a health expert. I trust the health department to determine, based on science, facts,
and your education and experience, what is best for our children in our schools.. I do not want
these decisions to be made by school boards or outapoken parents.. A "strong
recommendation" means absolutely nothing to children (especially teens). YOU need to make
this decision - masks or no masks. Nothing in between and tell us what to do. That is YOUR
job and removes the politics from the situation.

8/14/2021 5:55 PM

1389

Please do not require masks. My son struggles with this. He is not getting the proper
education he deserves because the teachers are more focused on the kids wearing the masks
then teaching. The Delta is not harming the kids like they say. We have had it. Please just
reccomend. Make it a choice!

8/14/2021 5:55 PM

1390

I am writing on behalf of my grandsons who are currently attending schools in the Littleton
school system. At issue is the wearing of masks . Not an issue that gets enough discussion,
at least the wearing of masks by our school children. They should be used to wearing masks
in group settings such as church and stores. We hope that those children continue to do so as
well especially in the school setting among many who are not able to be vaccinated. Casting
your vote of support will not only be appropriate, but will an open show of your support as well.

8/14/2021 5:54 PM

1391

So far, most studies found little to no evidence for the effectiveness of face masks in the
general population, neither as personal protective equipment nor as a source control. In many
states, coronavirus infections strongly increased after mask mandates had been introduced.
Furthermore, a direct comparison between US states with and without mask mandates
indicates that mask mandates have made no difference. https://swprs.org/face-masksevidence/ An analysis by the US CDC found that 85% of people infected with the new
coronavirus reported wearing a mask “always” (70.6%) or “often” (14.4%). Compared to the
control group of uninfected people, always wearing a mask did not reduce the risk of infection.
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6936a5-H.pdf#page=4 Extensive articles
providing uncensored scientific information on why masks don't work and are a danger to our
children's physical and mental well being. https://childrenshealthdefense.org/the-science-ofmasks/

8/14/2021 5:54 PM
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1392

Per the American Association of Pediatrics website. As of 8-5-2021 there have been a total of
4,292,120 cases of Covid 10 resulting in 1.5 - 3.5% of kids being hospitalized and .026% of
those cases resulting in death. Children are not be affected by COVID. Stop the insanity.

8/14/2021 5:51 PM

1393

Since the delta variant is spreading quickly, and is impacting young children more, you need to
act and mandate masks in schools. Masks and distancing worked last school year, and there
is no reason it cannot be done again. I am a teacher, and I understand that people would rather
not wear masks. However, when it comes to the health of our kids, who are too young yet to
be vaccinated, wearing a mask is a pretty simple thing to do that will have enough impact to
lessen spread.

8/14/2021 5:48 PM

1394

Everyone gets sick from time to time. Whether it is a cold, the flu or something more severe.
The majority of people who have contracted Covud-19 (99%) have recovered. Continuing this
mask mandate is ridiculous. Where does it end? There will always be vivid, there will always
be the flu. Some people will get shots, vaccines and some will not. It is up to the student and
parent.

8/14/2021 5:47 PM

1395

I think the decision to mask children is abusive. This is detrimental to their verbal development
and injurious to their relationships with educators. Vaccines are widely available, and Covid is
not dangerous to nearly all children. The decision to force masks onto children’s faces given
these facts puts the innocent at risk for the sake of those who do not value science and their
own health enough to make better decisions. Shame on you.

8/14/2021 5:47 PM

1396

Masks don’t stop the micro small covid particles!!!!!! This has been proven many times.
Masks are harming children’s socialization, ability to read facial expressions and social cues,
and speech. We have taken 3 of our kids out of then public school system already and will be
withdrawing our other two if there is another mask mandate in place.

8/14/2021 5:45 PM

1397

Please do NOT go back to mask mandates. We will pull our son from LPS if you do.

8/14/2021 5:44 PM

1398

Last year was so negatively affected by mask wearing for all 3 of my children. Please keep it a
personal choice. The kids need to learn in their traditional learning environment. I totally
support those who choose to wear masks, I just don’t believe it should be mandated. I’m
actually on the opposite side of the political spectrum than most people who share my opinion.
For me, I am 100% confident in how we support our bodies to do the job they are intended to
do. We support our immune systems and we haven’t had so much as a sniffle since all this
began. Please support choice.

8/14/2021 5:43 PM

1399

Yes on masks until kids are vaccinated. Then, it’s optional.

8/14/2021 5:39 PM

1400

I am a high school teacher in the 27J school district as well as I live with my nephew who
attends Cherry Creek school district. I am desperately hoping that Tri-County makes masking
mandatory for everyone, grades K-12 until further notice. At the high school level, we currently
only have a recommendation and after our first week of classes I saw less and less masks
each day. This will cause a rise in cases which will force us to shut down as there are no
cohorts at the high school level. In order to offer more consistent, in-person learning, masks
need to be required. I want to see my students, I want to engage with them daily, but if we
continue to ignore the pandemic and declare it "over" we will continue to have mass
disruptions to our students learning and the well being of our community.

8/14/2021 5:38 PM

1401

I am disappointed if the decision to mask the kids. The social and mental damage the kids are
experiencing seems to be worse than the small chance of kids getting very ill. Especially the
small kids who are learning social cues, emotions, and how to form relationships with largely
with facial expressions. My daughter is going into 2nd grade and still doesn’t really know any
kids well from her class. I still haven’t seen any confirmed evidence that masks make that
much of a difference. There have been many school districts operating without masks that
seem to have similar numbers of masked schools. Do you really believe that Douglas county
schools will have a complete end of the world outbreak without masks? Doubtful! My kids go
to cub club and have been going to cub club without masks at Red Hawk Ridge as they have
combined with our school Creekside without masks. Hundreds of kids have been together in
tight spaces with no masks and no issues I have heard of. I feel like you caved to a loud
minority. I am very disappointed in your decision. I don’t want my kids wearing masks for 8
hours a day. It is absurd. I really wish you would reconsider.

8/14/2021 5:36 PM

1402

The science is very clear and masks work. At this point, it’s the only option to help protect our
12 year olds and younger. Masks should be mandatory fir everyone entering an elementary
school

8/14/2021 5:34 PM
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1403

Kids that have not been vaccinated should be wearing masks. It worked well last school year.
Why change it until everyone has access to the vaccine.

8/14/2021 5:33 PM

1404

Mandates are frustrating. The masks and shots haven’t worked before, why would they now?
Stay home if you’re afraid or sick

8/14/2021 5:31 PM

1405

The research is clear: masks help provide one extremely effective layer of protection.
Combined with vaccinating all who are able, we can keep our communities safe. Please require
universal masking, because so many of our schools won’t.

8/14/2021 5:28 PM

1406

People have now had a chance to get vaccinated if they want. Masking should be a choice at
this point. People can find and present data to fit their agenda. Please think of the learning and
personal relationships. Our daughter said her teacher seemed so nice because of her smile
last year during our conference over zoom. It made me cry that she didn’t feel a connection to
her teacher until a virtual conference because she could finally see her smile. Enough! If
parents don’t feel that their kids should wear masks, they shouldn’t have to. Just like if people
want their kids to wear masks, they can.

8/14/2021 5:27 PM

1407

Masks should be the decision of parents/children

8/14/2021 5:27 PM

1408

The science and research is clear. Masking helps slow the spread of COVID-19. I fully support
mandating masks for those who aren't old enough to be vaccinated yet, especially because we
see the Delta variant being more of a concern for children now. But taken a step further, I do
think masking up at all grade levels as a requirement in schools would be best, for a more
consistent and clear practice. Make masks a requirement, while highly advocating for
vaccination until this new variant threat lessens. After all, if more people had been vaccinated
earlier and if masks and other practices to prevent spread were more vigilantly followed, we
might not be in the predicament we are in currently. But we are. So please, let us do everything
possible to prevent the spread, and stick with it consistently until we have more control over
this virus. Our children's health and safety, as well us more vulnerable populations, and all of
us depend upon it. We can continue to create a culture of safety, community, care, and
learning while wearing masks. (I work as a hospital chaplain. Vaccines, masks, hygiene, and
being well informed and more matter greatly.) Thank you.

8/14/2021 5:25 PM

1409

My children and I (mom) got Covid in March of 2020 and the delta variant in April 2021. Do you
HOW my child got the delta variant and then spread it to our family? His teacher became ill
with it after her second vaccine and some of her students caught it from her (yes, they were all
MASKED.). This has to be proof that masks do nothing to prevent the spread of the virus, nor
does the vaccine, for that matter. Why did teachers have to get vaccinated if they have to
continue wearing masks? Outrageous. This is so sad that the children cannot hear what
teachers say and more importantly, see their facial expressions to be able to know how to
respond. My children are prone to being anxious. When they had to begin wearing masks last
year, they became claustrophobic, more anxious than usual and very depressed. My son
asked for a different teacher, not because he didn’t like his, but because the classroom he was
in had smaller windows and he couldn’t breathe, he felt like the walls were closing in on him
and had panic attacks. He would have THRIVED with that teacher had he been able to stay in
there. The teacher he was transferred to caused even more anxiety in a different way. He
would ask every night if we thought he could make it to the end of school and if so, did we
think his next and last year (being 5th grade) would finally be a good one. It has been
absolutely heartbreaking. I almost became a chain smoker based on him alone. How in the
world do you learn something new in this situation? My son also has a diagnosis of a high
anxiety disorder called selective mutism, where without masks, it is very difficult for him to
speak in social situations., much less with masks adding more anxiety. He needs every
chance he can get to face his fears and anxiety to be at school like a normal human being,
socialize and not have double the stress for being verbal/social in addition to wondering if he
can breathe. If I keep him home to keep him from the claustrophobia and panic attacks, that
sends him so far back with any social progress he has made. It is absolutely heartbreaking. It
has taken YEARS to get him to be able to speak to a teacher on his first day of school instead
of two months into the school year, for instance. And then there are my younger two, my
daughters. My middle child is very anxious, especially when the dynamics of her classroom
are not just right. She needs to be able to focus her energy on standing up for herself and
learning new things (math ugh ) instead of becoming overheated, sweaty and claustrophobic
and a hot mess. My youngest who started kindergarten last year had maybe the most
devastating experience of all, after she finally got to be in school with her siblings, such high
expectations and then be so disappointed was devastating. Had my middle child not had such
an amazing angel of a teacher and have her two best friends in class with her, I would have

8/14/2021 5:25 PM

535 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
been checked into the psychiatric ward along with my children. My youngest was so scared to
take her mask off (because “she might get sick and die”) that she wouldn’t close herself into
the bathroom because she “couldn’t breathe”, had major claustrophobia, and came home
having wet her pants. A child who has been potty trained since age three with rarely an
accident, humiliated and mortified because she panicked being in a small, closed stall or room
just to go to the bathroom and too terrified to take the mask off because of all the fear
mongering!!!!! How do children learn with low levels of oxygen mixed with anxiety and
depression!!!??? I might as well home school them to catch them up on what they’ve missed
and will miss again this year due to their focus being on their ability to breathe or fear missing
something an adult asks or tells them to do because it is impossible to see or hear/make out
what they are saying. Please show my family and me proof that wearing masks to school is
the thing to do. Where is the proof? We have lots of proof of the suicide and depression rates.
Where is the science? Kids don’t recover from Covid? 99.9%recovery rate. More children die
of drowning. Where is the ban on pools or the requirement of covers? Where is the proof a
mask prevents the spread of Covid, because my whole family got it from a teacher who wore a
mask after transmitting it to my son who also wore a mask. How in the world does that even
happen if masks are so effective? HOW????? Thank you very much for taking the time to hear
our family’s experience. I just don’t know if we will be headed back to what I consider child
abuse.
1410

I support the OPTION to mask or not to mask. There are valid concerns and passionate
arguments for both sides. I’ve no doubt you have read the science supporting both sides. If
not, I’d be happy to provide studies that question the usefulness of masks. Please consider a
tri county standard of data rather than what seems to be a wishy washy yielding to the parents
with the best connections or loudest complaints. That way, we will all know what to expect. I
can’t imagine how difficult your job must be. With vaccines likely to be mandated in most
public circumstances, it seems important for a healthy society to have some sense of control.
Freedom of choice does matter. Vulnerable persons matter but are taking their own safety
precautions in these uncertain times regardless of your decision in the particular matter. A
sense of normalcy is vital to the mental health of everyone but especially for the school kids.
Please don’t make mandatory masks in school the new normal.

8/14/2021 5:25 PM

1411

What does a mask do unless it’s a surgical or N95? What good is a mask if they are not
correct or not worn properly? Also, I have taken many many hours of infection control and this
goes against everything I have learned! Everything! These colorful fancy masks do absolutely
nothing. It’s been proven. Why not look at California(that is where I am from). There Covid
numbers did not differ from maskless states. They had many more(yes-there population is
more), however if you look at the data you will see it doesn’t do anything but create problems.
It doesn’t bring down Covid that’s been proven. My son who has speech issues can no longer
read lips. How is he ever going to get better with his “R’s” kids need to read lips and see facial
expressions, this is getting out of hand.

8/14/2021 5:22 PM

1412

Let people choose on their own. Do not make anything mandatory.

8/14/2021 5:21 PM

1413

Research and data are clear. Children are least susceptible to the Corona virus. Masking them
in schools flies in the face of science and is detrimental to learning, socialization, and overall
health of students.

8/14/2021 5:18 PM

1414

Based on all available data and antidotal evidence, children remain at very low risk for
hospitalization or death from COVID-19. As a matter of fact, flu has historically been deadlier.
There is no science that supports the masking of children, and although valid comparative
research does not exist (nor will it in all likelihood) to compare masked versus unmasked
children in school, there certainly is enough anecdotal evidence to suggest there is no
statistical difference in the number of cases. In addition, there is evidence to suggest that
children’s masks are bacteria ridden and may cause a host of mental and/or physical issues.

8/14/2021 5:15 PM

1415

Pro-choice. Let those who feel safer with masks to wear them and those who choose not to
wear them to be allowed that choice

8/14/2021 5:15 PM

1416

I find the survey to be in complete. There’s no option for choice of masking or not for those
who choose or choose not to. I believe it’s a personal choice based on the circumstances of
each person. Thus survey does not allow for that option and leads those taking the survey to
choose a definitive answer, not one of choice and options. If I’m forced to choose one of the
responses below it would be the last.

8/14/2021 5:15 PM

1417

As a science teacher at Smoky Hill I support the universal mask mandate for all staff and
students. While wearing masks isn't ideal, wearing masks will increase the likelihood that we

8/14/2021 5:08 PM
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can maintain in-person learning which should be prioritized over the inconvenience of masking.
From a logistical standpoint, universal masking would also eliminate the gray area of middle
schools where some students are under 12 and others are not which would be a nightmare for
enforcing a limited mask mandate. Masks are effective, they decrease the likelihood of
spreading disease and are a no-brainer to have in schools so we can keep kids learning in
person.
1418

We need a mask mandate in school for all kids younger than 12 who can not yet get
vaccinated. The delta variant has changed everything and kids now are getting sick. We have
to especially protect kids who have health issues who are at higher risk. In addition I feel
wearing a mask far out weights having to go back to online school. Kids need to be in school
and mask mandates can help keep them in school. We need to listen to the CDC, American
college of pediatrics and all the experts on the matter who all are recommending mask
mandates.

8/14/2021 5:08 PM

1419

Our children having worn masks all of last year have yet to recover from depression,
untreatable anxiety and fear of enclosed spaces such as bathrooms etc What’s best for each
families children is a personal decision rather than a hired employee that never takes both
sides I to account. If someone wants to wear a mask that is their personal choice and worthy
of respect for that reason. The same holds true for someone that chooses not wish to wear a
mask. Mask wearers wear them because they believe it protects them personally and that is
their opinion but in no circumstance is anyone wearing a mask to act to protect someone else.
Despite what anyone says this is simply the fact of the matter. We have all had COVID and
have more immunity than anyone else will ever have - all infected people have this in common.
Masks are an effort to control and this is something that won’t be tolerated.

8/14/2021 5:07 PM

1420

Children need to be able to be children again. I realize adults are terrified of the virus. I have
worked the last 14 years in healthcare and spent the last 3 years working in a hospital. Over
the last year and a half, I witnessed first hand who the primary patients were who ended up on
ventilators and in ICUs. It consisted of those ages 60+, morbidly obese, and patients who
already had multiple diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and kidney disease. That
consisted of 99.9% of my hospital’s COVID patients. I only ever dealt with one pediatric
patient who was already in poor health prior to developing COVID. Children should not have to
suffer the consequences of adults’ fear. Children need to smile. Children need interpersonal
interactions without masks and fear shoved down their throats. The world has plenty of time to
scare them later in life. Let them enjoy life while they still can!!! Stop with mask mandates.
Bring back smiles. Being back a zest for life instead of a fear of death!

8/14/2021 5:05 PM

1421

You all know what to do, otherwise you wouldn't be on this board to begin with. Protect our/my
children. Knowing the facts, stats, and history... It's just a pure simple question... What is best
for the protection of our children? It's not political, it's just science.

8/14/2021 5:02 PM

1422

Masks for young children don't work indoors or outdoors. Kids don't wear their masks properly
either way. They touch their faces considerably more when wearing a mask. Further more,
masks tend to be a big distraction for both students and teachers which takes away from the
importance of learning. Masks breed more bacteria because unfortunately children that age
don't know how to take care of their own mask. Let's teach kids to properly wash their hands
not to touch their faces more often. As human beings we need to breath, eat and smile at one
another. This is much more difficult when wearing a mask.There is nothing natural about
depriving young children, who are still growing, from vital oxygen that their brains need to
develop during the most informative years. Thank you

8/14/2021 5:02 PM

1423

I think we as a whole should return to masking indoors regardless of vaccine status, bases on
this new varient being more virulent, and that vaccinated people can still get and spread this
virus. However I think the younger non vaccinated crowd and staff working with them
vaccinated or not should be our priority to get back into masks immediately. We make
mandates for no peanuts in school to protect the few and expect the whole to comply because
our actions may impact the life of someone else. This is similar in my mind. I feel mandating
masks for all children may go against some parents parenting power however it is for the better
of all children, others parenting choice is affecting my child's health. I feel for those who have
challenges when wearing a mask but those challenges are much easier to live with and adapt
to than COVID or it's long term health impacts for a student who gets it or the loved one they
share it with. We need to keep our kids in school, and I think masking and socially distancing
are ways we can continue that they longest. I kept my kids home last fall untill I saw how
school practices were working and then we returned to in person learning. Masks and socially
distancing works, we need to do it.

8/14/2021 5:00 PM
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1424

Please do not require masks in the schools. Schools should not be responsible for health
decisions and parents should own health decisions. Educators should focus on educating our
children.

8/14/2021 4:59 PM

1425

While I understand the health of individuals is important in schools, putting a mask mandate in
place where unvaccinated kids and students are subject to be ridiculed for not obtaining a
vaccination or not is discriminatory. Kids should not be separated from their class mates on
the basis of a vaccination that is a choice. It provides an unstable and unkind work
environment. As well as forcing children to wear masks when it’s not only disrupting learning
but is again A CHOICE that should be made. If those who are vaccinated are worried about
getting sick, what was the vaccination for in the first place? And If children who wear masks
by choice now are worried about being bullied in school then there should be staff involvement
to stop bullying because that should not be tolerated in the first place, not change how
everyone else lives there lives due to a couple of people.

8/14/2021 4:58 PM

1426

My two grandsons are in the Littleton School District. The older is 12 and vaccinated but wears
a mask to school. The younger is 7 and therefore unable to receive the vaccination. His family
and his extended family all wear masks when indoors away from home. He came home upset
the first day of school because it seemed to him that he was the only one in his class wearing
a mask. Not even the teacher was. He was embarrassed and like most kids would prefer not to
wear a mask, but he is trying to be sure he doesn't get sick and then give this Covid to his
grandfather and me who are in our 70s. He is worried about himself and others. It is our job as
parents and grandparents and your job when our loved ones are in your care, to keep those
children safe. I suspect most Board members realize the children would all be safer with
masks. And I imagine there will be complaints if you require them, but please don't allow some
parents who don't believe that the pandemic is for real and prefer not to protect themselves
and their neighbors to make the decision for the rest of the children. Please, protect our
children and in doing so, protect their families and community. Make masks mandatory.

8/14/2021 4:56 PM

1427

My children have sensory issues that prevent being able to wear a mask. I’d like you to look
deeply into the serious and dangerous effects mask wearing is having on kids social/emotional
wellness. Our kids need desperately to get back to normal. The damage we are causing to
them with all of this will have long lasting serious effects for many years to come. Please,
please do not make a mask mandate. Let these precious children get back to life as life should
be for children. Please, please listen to the parents, who are the voices for their children. If
parents want their kids masked, they can sure make that choice. Please don’t make it a
mandate for everyone.

8/14/2021 4:56 PM

1428

I am a parent of three children age 6 and under, the spouse of a teacher, and an infectious
disease physician practicing in our community. Universal masking is inexpensive, harmless,
and effective and is the only defense our children who are too young to be vaccinated have
against the highly contagious delta strain. It's also an important layer of defense for the
vaccinated. Last school year was a success due to universal masking. This school year will
be marked by missed school and work days, endless illness and quarantine, and potentially
loss of life if we do not require masks. If even one life (student or staff) can be saved by
universal masking, it will be worth it. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss further,
physician to physician. The data on masks is clear; there is no legitimate reason to leave
masking up to personal choice. I have managed to keep my family healthy for the past year
and a half - please help me protect them at school.

8/14/2021 4:56 PM

1429

No masks in schools!

8/14/2021 4:56 PM

1430

I believe mask wearing should be left up to the decision of the parents. I worked in our school
last year and saw firsthand how dirty children’s masks are and the the majority not wearing
them properly. Masks are inhibiting every aspect of our children’s learning, development and
suppressing their immune systems to the point they will no longer function as God intended
our bodies to work.

8/14/2021 4:53 PM

1431

Masks and vaccinations should be a choice and should not be pushed on these kids and
families as it is against our rights.

8/14/2021 4:52 PM

1432

The CDC and the Academy of Pediatrics both recommend that the unvaccinated wear masks.
All Elementary students are unvaccinated. We also know that masks work best when we all
wear one, because we protect others when we cover up. Once Covid has spread through a
class, it is too late to prevent exposure. Prevention efforts work if we implement them in
advance. Last year the children had a successful year wearing masks. Please mandate masks
so they can remain in school, and avoid illness and online classes.

8/14/2021 4:52 PM

538 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
1433

Children should not be forced to wear a mask at school.

8/14/2021 4:51 PM

1434

I was told that if I was vaccinated I would not need a mask and there I did. People have
traveled in and out of the country, around the US, stores, restaurants, etc with no problems.,
but sitting in a classroom for 7 hours is not ok?You want children and adults to sit in masks
that have proven to also harm their air quality. Tri county is doing more harm to all instead of
good. Mental health is what you need to be working on and masks are not helping. There is no
mandate for masks and there should not be! Strongly encouraged is fine, but not a mandate,
that should be left up to the families.

8/14/2021 4:51 PM

1435

We love that our district is giving students, staff and families the choice to do what feels right
to them. My whole family has been vaccinated, I took the “risk” of vaccinating my kids and I
feel like because we have all followed proper protocols to date we SHOULD be able to choose!
These variants will continue forever because life wants to find a way. we can not continue to
live in fear.

8/14/2021 4:50 PM

1436

As an educator, I am 100% against children wearing masks. Students who are hard of hearing
have a difficult time understanding what is being said, and a mask makes it impossible for
them to read lips, which puts them further behind than they already are due to the loss of in
person education due to COVID. As someone who works with 1st and 2nd grade, I can tell you
that those masks do not stay on their face. Sometimes, they are a distraction and are
confiscated because they are disrupting the class and they won’t wear it. If a parent wants
their student to wear a mask, that is their decision. But why not leave that up to the parents?
Stop trying to control what people do in regards to their health.

8/14/2021 4:44 PM

1437

Our children do not belong in masks

8/14/2021 4:42 PM

1438

Mask mandates have a few negative consequences that I don’t believe are being fully
considered in a push to require masks in schools. First, requiring masks for those who have
received the vaccine discourages unvaccinated from seeking a vaccine as they don’t see the
benefit. This is especially true for children. I have a 13 year old who we pushed to get a
vaccine. She was initially against it, but changed her mind when she realized vaccinating
negated her need to wear a mask. I have an 11 year old who is looking forward to getting the
vaccine when she turns 12 in a few months because she believes that would also negate her
mask requirement. My 11 year old would be unwilling to get the vaccine if there were a mask
mandate for all as she is scared of needles and she witnessed her older sister getting sick
from both of her Covid shots. Second, while avoiding the spread of Covid is helpful, children
are not as likely to have serious consequences from contracting Covid. Mask mandates were
used when this virus was not understood and killing many. Now we know children are not likely
to die and adults can avoid serious consequences such as death simply by getting the
vaccine. Punishing those who have been vaccinated or punishing young children when the
evidence shows they are at no higher risk than the seasonal flu is unreasonable. In conclusion,
masking should be a family choice, not a mandate by the health department.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

1439

Keep our children safe.

8/14/2021 4:38 PM

1440

I am an Emergency Department Nurse Practitioner and have helped our amazing medical
teams take care of the sickest of the sick throughout this pandemic. The American Academy
of Pediatricians recommends universal masking for indoor schools in age groups that can’t be
vaccinated. It was determined that the potential risk of COVID-19 infection is much worse than
the alternative of requiring masks. I really would like to be done with seeing this virus decimate
lives on a daily basis. I’d settle for people to simply take the medical community’s *very*
educated advice on how to slow it down.

8/14/2021 4:36 PM

1441

Stop muzzling children.

8/14/2021 4:35 PM

1442

I have had a pay for a couple of my kids to be in therapy thanks to COVID19. (I fully support
mental well-being and annual mental checks despite how expensive it is) From my
perspective, it seems many of the rising generation will need some sort of therapy bc of
COVID19. It is my understanding that teen suicides are up as a result of COVID19. I would
like to know what analysis/study has been done on the effect of wearing masks with regard to
mental well-being? Has this study been weighted against the current mask policy (or future
policy). My 5th grader instantly fell into tears when she heard they will need to wear masks
while attending school. She loves and excels in school. Now, she doesn’t want to attend. She
has also had COVID and thus has natural antibodies. Will the schools allow kids who had
COVID to not wear masks? What is the transmission rate amongst younger generation? I was
told by a Douglas County ISD employee that of all of the students who were forced into

8/14/2021 4:32 PM
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quarantine because they were in contact with someone who contracted Covid, zero of them
contracted COVID19. Can you verify this information? I believe there is more to
communication than the audible noise. It’s amazing what a smile can do for the youth. What
are the effects of taking away all of our smiles? Has consideration been given to students and
teachers who are “at risk”? Can we offer this group of people some sort of provisions to keep
them safe. I also don’t agree with number 4 options. I’m somewhere in between the middle and
last option.
1443

No more masks for our kids. Stop this madness.

8/14/2021 4:31 PM

1444

I am writing as the grandmother of two students in the Littleton School District. As you are well
aware, schools have a serious obligation to look out for the health and well being of the
students entrusted to them. That would of course include doing whatever is possible to protect
them from Covid.

8/14/2021 4:29 PM

1445

Masks at school affect the children’s ability to socialize and learn, as well as cause health
issues. Since the mask mandate each and everyone do my children have now had thought of
depression, suicide, and are seeing a therapist. They were once happy kids. With the mask
mandate they don’t get to see emotion so they will never learn that. The concentrate on the
mask being on than the math lesson they are hearing. The kids also take them off the minute
they get home from the bus gather at the park and play together. There also is no credible
research done that masks work. Also, why take the recommendation from the CDC when
through this year they have been wrong and admitted their wrongdoing. For example, the PCR
test that the CDC has been using has not been wrong this whole time, but they are not going to
remove it until January. Children right now should be children.

8/14/2021 4:28 PM

1446

Wearing a mask is a minor inconvenience, compared to the lives it can save. Particularly for
those children under 12, who cannot get vaccinated, masking is the #1 measure we can take
to protect them.

8/14/2021 4:28 PM

1447

I live in Arapahoe County, but work for Douglas County Schools. I strongly believe that we
should follow the science. The CDC recommends masks for everyone indoors, regardless of
vaccination status. I really wish my employer would enforce masks for staff and students.

8/14/2021 4:26 PM

1448

Masking should be a choice. Here’s what cracks me up, Gov Polis just announced that the
younger you are, the leas affected you are. So our district decides to mask the youngest kids
and not the older kids “assuming” the older kids have been vaccinated. 6th graders are heading
into a brand new school, brand new environment and you are making only them mask abs not
7th or 8th graders. Don’t you see how unfair this is? Besides, there is PLENTY of evidence
showing that masks aren’t as effective as you want us to believe and are actually harmful to
the children. My son got a terrible sinus infection and we know it was from the mask. You have
no actual evidence showing us that masks are effective. Less than 20 kids in the hospital with
covid. This is absurd. Please make more informed choices and stop bending over to all the
crazy mommies forcing MY children to mask. How would they feel if we were forcing their
children to not mask? Not one person has asked that. We simply want choices and allow
freedom. I’m literally begging you to change your mind.

8/14/2021 4:24 PM

1449

I recently retired from teaching English for 25 years at Heritage High School, but my
grandaughter is now in kindergarten in Douglas County Schools. Students were wonderful last
year with the masks and it is time to reinstate them! The Delta variant is simply too contagious
to go maskless in public schools. I am especially concerned for the elementary kiddos as the
number of infections are rising. Please do the right thing!

8/14/2021 4:23 PM

1450

Indoor mask usage is a MUST to help prevent the spread of Covid regardless of being
vaccinated and/or age. Everyone wants to move forward from this pandemic and get back to
normalcy but half of the population won't comply to get back to normalcy. Wearing a mask is a
simple request. We have such high education standards but no common sense.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

1451

Masks are largely ineffective for children who routinely do not wear or store masks
appropriately and largely contribute to increased sickness and feelings of isolation.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

1452

I just don’t think enough real research has been done on masking in children. Even if it offers
protection against covid, do the benefits outweigh the fact that they aren’t building the types of
relationships that they once did with their teachers and other children? Phonics and
phonological awareness are crucial to a child’s development and masks put them at risk for
delays in these areas. I’d feel better with some research done on masks on children and see
real science backing the practice. All I have seen is how gross children’s masks can get and I

8/14/2021 4:22 PM
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worry about what germs they are being exposed to BECAUSE of the masks. I support
masking with young children ONLY if science says rewards outweigh risks
1453

Masks should be a parent-lead decision. Our healthcare and mental care is not the
governments responsibility nor their business.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

1454

I am writing as a grandfather of two students in the Littleton School District. As you well know,
schools have a serious obligation to look out for the health and well being of the students
entrusted to them. That would of course include doing whatever is possible to protect them
from Covid.

8/14/2021 4:20 PM

1455

Every single article I can find that discusses keeping schools open safely recommends
masking when transmission levels are high. They all state that masking dramatically reduces
transmission and protects kids. I cannot find a single creditable source that doesn't promote
masking in this Delta variant environment. 3 weeks ago, I would have said it was unnecessary.
But it appears things have changed rapidly. Since kids under 12 cannot be vaccinated yet, we
should enact mandates that protect them from the idiot adults who don't believe in science. At
the very least we need to keep kids in school and keep them safe. However, if the TCHD
determines that universal masking in all indoor settings is most appropriate, i support that too.
Because I believe that TCHD employs and/or consults medical professionals and scientists. I
support public health.

8/14/2021 4:16 PM

1456

My children are asthmatic, and I do not support masking in schools under any circumstances.
Last year I watched their grades suffer due trouble breathing because of the masks. Their
brains do not perform at their highest level when they are forced to wear masks. We love with
individuals who are immuno compromised and still do not support masking in schools.

8/14/2021 4:15 PM

1457

Hello, My name is Caleb McNaughton. My son Micah McNaughton is scheduled to start
Kindergarten at Altitude Elementary school this week. The previous communication for mask
requirements was left up to the parent's discretion. Yesterday’s announcement regarding PreK
through 6th grade removes our ability to do what we believe is best for our children. Children
should not be required to wear a mask. I understand that that is my opinion, and that many
that oppose that opinion. I can live with that, however where I am struggling is that yesterday’s
decision was based on the opinion a few individuals not on any significant data or facts. There
was not and is not any significant data or factual information to support this decision. As a
concerned parent I have several questions: 1. Can you please provide the informational data
that supports the decision to require children PreK - 6th grade to wear masks? 2. What data
will drive the decision to remove the mask requirements? What are the metrics we will have to
see in order to reverse this decision? 3. If these decisions are based solely on opinion and not
data how can we go about filing a petition that expresses this opinion? Each parent should be
able choose what is best for their child. Thank you for your time. Caleb McNaughton

8/14/2021 4:15 PM

1458

I am an LPS HS educator with students in elementary, middle, and HS. Please DO NOT ask
our teachers and students to wear masks. I have seen first hand how poorly our students wear
masks…under their noses, under their chins, etc. and that was before a summer without
masks. The “safety” we add by asking our students to wear masks is not worth the price we
pay in the classroom. Participation, emotions, and engagement in education are virtually
eliminated when students put on masks. They have lost so much already. Please don’t let
politics take away even more.

8/14/2021 4:14 PM

1459

I firmly believe that everyone should be offered the option to mask, or not mask. Thousands of
kids have been vaccinated, they are not a high risk category and the flimsy medical masks the
kids wear do not protect against anything. Let their strong immune systems work naturally and
let allow families and Individuals to make their own health choices.

8/14/2021 4:14 PM

1460

If you are unvaccinated you need to mask indoors (regardless of age). I believe all staff should
be required to get vaccinated.

8/14/2021 4:11 PM

1461

Masks do nothing for covid 19. You would need a military grade covering custom to fit your
face. This is nothing more than the common flu. Mask are used to protect from bacteria in
surgery.

8/14/2021 4:11 PM

1462

Please allow the children to have a normal school experience, no masks in school. Let masks
be a person's choice as well as the vaccine.

8/14/2021 4:09 PM

1463

Please mandate masks in all schools. Masks work at limiting the spread of COVID-19 and we
are at a point of increased concern with the rise of the Delta variant. I am especially concerned

8/14/2021 4:08 PM
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about elementary schools, where vaccinations are currently not an option for students. We
need to ensure the health and safety in our schools and larger communities.
1464

I support universal masking in school AND childcare centers.

8/14/2021 3:58 PM

1465

Our children's health and how we maintain it should be our choice. Kids should not be forced to
wear a mask. Wearing masks all day have emotional and physical effects that are negative.
Breathing ones air all day causes lightheadedness, dizziness, and headaches. Kids are least
likely to have severe effects from covid. Forcing masks is a violation of our constitutional
rights and I am not paying the highest taxes in Colorado to have these rights violated. Please
give parents a choice on how they manage their families health.

8/14/2021 3:58 PM

1466

Parents need to be one to make these decisions for their children. Each family/child has their
own unique situation and everyone needs to allow them the ability to decide what is best for
their family!

8/14/2021 3:54 PM

1467

Dear Dr. Douglas and Board of Health, Thank you for your August 13 letter to Superintendent
Smith of Cherry Creek Public Schools. And thank you for the opportunity to share my
perspective about a potential mandate to wear masks in schools for students 11 years old and
younger. My wife, Teresa Dwire-Elliott and I are fully vaccinated and are 100% supportive of
such a mandate. We have two children, ages 6 and 9. Neither can be vaccinated and both
have been wearing masks at school. As you know, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) and the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP) recommend universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and
visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. In alignment with that, the TriCounty Health Department (TCHD), "endorsed this recommendation as a strong science-based
mitigation measure to support safe in-person learning and strongly encouraged school leaders
to implement universal masking policies in schools." (source: Aug. 11: Managing COVID-19 in
the School Setting on TCHD.org) We have emphasized this both in writing and in person to the
Board of Education of Littleton Public Schools (LPS) during the August 12 board meeting,
which Teresa attended in person. During the meeting, a member of the Board stated the
following, which I have paraphrased since the minutes are not yet posted, "while the CDC,
CDPHE, AAP, and TCHD strongly recommend that everyone be masked in schools, masks
are optional at LPS and we are leaving the decision up to parents." Superintendent of Schools
Brian Ewert commented that he had been walking around schools and anecdotally noticed that
the number of masked students was between 10% and 40%. His tone was light-hearted and
easy; it did not evidence concern about the low number. Superintendent Ewert also
emphasized that LPS is focused on equity. However, pushing this decision to parents and
students creates an inherently inequitable learning environment, especially for those who
choose to wear masks or have children with additional health conditions. Your letter to
Superintendent Smith, which I read on the Cherry Creek Schools website, suggests the
possibility that bullying may occur toward students wearing masks. As if to foreshadow this
risk, during the board meeting, School Board Member Robert Reichert took a moment to
comment about the importance of treating people who choose to wear masks with respect. I
interpreted this as awareness that this situation does pose a risk of bullying towards those
wearing masks. I believe this will happen; I have already experienced it myself in our
community. I was shopping for school supplies in a King Soopers with my 6-year-old son the
week before school started. A man approached us in the store, and stated to me that having
my son wear a mask is, "practically child abuse." That sentiment exists within our community,
and is being passed down from parents to students. If left to the students, it is easy to see
how those with masks may be bullied by their peers. Leaving the decision about mask wearing
to parents and students reminds me of the social construct presented in the book Lord of the
Flies by William Golding, where children had to govern themselves. I want my children to be
free to learn without feeling the social discomfort that comes from being in an environment
where they are close together indoors with other children who can choose not to wear a mask,
and therefore are more likely to bully them, and to spread the virus. It is unethical to push this
decision to individual parents, and ultimately, to their children as the enforcers at school, where
their parents do not attend. This isn't about what parents want. It's about what needs to happen
to keep our unvaccinated children and the vulnerable people in our community safe from harm.
Clearly, in the absence of a mask mandate, the LPS Board is unwilling and/or unable to make
the unpopular, yet necessary, decision to require masks for everyone in schools where there
are children age 11 and younger. Please, in this unprecedented time, exercise your ability to
protect this vulnerable population and keep us all safe by mandating masks for everyone
working with children who are not yet eligible to be vaccinated. I don't want to wear a mask.
Yet I put it on every time I go into a shared indoor space, even though I'm fully vaccinated. We
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have a social compact to maintain in our community. We owe it to each other to mask up.
Respectfully, Anthony Elliott
1468

I am in full support of a 100% mask mandate for schools with younger students (11 and
under). I am also in support of mandatory masking of any students and adults that are
unvaccinated in secondary schools. I think proof of vaccination should be mandatory in order
to be maskless in public schools.

8/14/2021 3:48 PM

1469

I hope masks will be mandated to keep our unvaccinated kids safe!

8/14/2021 3:44 PM

1470

Thanks

8/14/2021 3:43 PM

1471

Do not make our children wear masks in school. It’s hurting our children’s learning
development, mental health, and social connections. This far outweighs the risks of COVID.

8/14/2021 3:43 PM

1472

As a charter, we were in person under 11 no masks, optional for family to decide all of last
school year. No issues. Did make learning phonics easier. Let people reserve their freedom to
choose. I do not own, nor have my children been fit tested N 95 masks. We follow the rules
and in other public places indoors we were hospital grade masks. This is our school, an
extension of our home and groups we associate. Please do not mandate such policies- it
doesn’t seem it’s really about the public health crisis rather knee jerk political adherence.
Currently CO has 7 children in hospitals for Covid. What percentage is that? Let’s use science
and set markers/benchmarks to form smart guidelines and guidance. Please don’t become an
authoritarian state.

8/14/2021 3:41 PM

1473

I support masking as a personal choice, but not as a mandate. I'm worried about the emotional
toll masks take on kids. Masks are isolating. One of the biggest threats to young people is
isolation which can lead to depression, anxiety, and sadly more frequently than we would like,
suicide. I think masks could be worn by choice, but not mandated.

8/14/2021 3:41 PM

1474

We know that masks work to limit the spread of Covid. With the Delta variant being more
contagious (and possibly more dangerous for children), why would we not take this simple
precaution to keep our kids safe? I have a child who is at higher risk of developing
complications from Covid, and it terrifies me to think how easily he could catch it from an
unmasked classmate, or from his sister who has already had a covid exposure in her middle
school classroom. She has been in school for two days and says that very few kids are
wearing masks. I know that the health and safety of our kids is everyone’s top priority - not
implementing such a simple and effective safety measure seems extremely short-sighted.
Please support the requirement of masks for all students, employees, parents, and visitors in
our schools until all children have access to a vaccine.

8/14/2021 3:40 PM

1475

Facts do not back our kids wearing masks. My kids have been to Rockies games and Red
Rocks this summer, amongst thousands with no masks. Seeing my son at Ford with some
kids wearing masks and some not wearing masks made me so happy. It made me happy to
see PARENTS, not you all, making decisions that they feel right are for their kids. Please
continue this way. We know what is best for ours. This will be awful for all you and school
boards if this changes.

8/14/2021 3:39 PM

1476

No masks. We don’t mask for the flu so why for Covid? The flu has killed more kids the last 2
years by hundreds over Covid.

8/14/2021 3:34 PM

1477

Masking our kids for school is a no brainer right now. Let’s keep our kids protected and ARO
the spread. It is just a mask and they have proven to help.

8/14/2021 3:34 PM

1478

Interaction with peers and teachers alike is as important to elementary education as classroom
learning itself. Masks impede growth in this area as well as with learning. In addition teachers
have a hard enough job teaching 29 kids in the classroom as-is, and masks will make that
infinitely harder and slow down child learning and development.

8/14/2021 3:32 PM

1479

My daughter just started 8th grade. She has suffered extreme mental issues due to mask
wearing. We were so happy when she could finally go to school and not hide behind a mask! It
took so long to get her from having anxiety attacks just going in front of people, including good
friends, because she didn’t want people to see her face!! I am furious that now it is required
again?!?!?! Thus is a huge set back. We are NOT afraid of getting sick… this is making my
child have serious anxiety and major mental health issues. This should be OUR choice!!
Please put it back, & let us as parents decide what is right for our kids! Almost all of the kids
were comfortable again not wearing masks. I am begging you! Please don’t punish our kids!
Stop making them wear masks!!!

8/14/2021 3:31 PM

543 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
1480

DO NOT MANDATE MASK WEARING IN SCHOOLS!!! Per the CDC website 406 children
have died from Covid-19 since March 2020 in the ENTIRE United States. Please, more
children have died of suicide and mental health issues.

8/14/2021 3:29 PM

1481

Please enforce masking. We have a 7 month old, 8 year old, and 94 year old at home. The
adults are all vaxxed but the baby cannot be. Imagine the stress and guilt on an 8 year old
child if she brought home Covid to her baby or great-grandma?

8/14/2021 3:26 PM

1482

Let me as the parent decide what is best for my own child.

8/14/2021 3:22 PM

1483

We are in a state of crisis that is about to get worse if we don't mitigate the spread of Covid-19
and the Delta variant. We are all tired of this virus, I can't say I know anyone who is enjoying
life's daily disruptions and inconveniences due to the virus. But until we come together to slow
and stop the spread, the longer we will prolong this way of life. It is not taking away ones
freedom to ask them to wear a mask. It is asking them to do their part as a member of the
community to keep everyone safe. It's unfortunate the issue has become so political where
leadership is ignoring science and the recommendations of the nations top health agencies.

8/14/2021 3:21 PM

1484

The Delta variant is proving to be more contagious generally, and specifically for younger
people. Since the 11 and under population cannot be vaccinated yet, it would make sense to
mandate masks. As the fall approaches, there is going to be increased confusion and stress
as children inevitably start catching colds and other viruses.

8/14/2021 3:18 PM

1485

Mask wearing in the school setting is a fair ask especially if we want to ensure that in person
will continue without disruption.

8/14/2021 3:18 PM

1486

Our family is extremely disappointed in the unwillingness to require vaccinations for teachers,
and masks for anyone entering a school. Vaccinated adults are making poor decisions that are
affecting children who cannot be vaccinated. You have the power to minimize risk and you are
instead choosing a path that undoubtedly will lead to a greater spread of the Covid variants. It's
an unacceptable decision to put children and their families unnecessarily in harm's way.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

1487

I have had a pay for a couple of my kids to be in therapy thanks to COVID19. (I fully support
mental well-being and annual mental checks despite how expensive it is) From my
perspective, it seems many of the rising generation will need some sort of therapy bc of
COVID19. It is my understanding that teen suicides are up as a result of COVID19. I would
like to know what analysis/study has been done on the effect of wearing masks with regard to
mental well-being? Has this study been weighted against the current mask policy (or future
policy). My 5th grader instantly fell into tears when she heard they will need to wear masks
while attending school. She loves and excels in school. Now, she doesn’t want to attend. She
has also had COVID and thus has natural antibodies. Will the schools allow kids who had
COVID to not wear masks? What is the transmission rate amongst younger generation? I was
told by a Douglas County ISD employee that of all of the students who were forced into
quarantine because they were in contact with someone who contracted Covid, zero of them
contracted COVID19. Can you verify this information? I believe there is more to
communication than the audible noise. It’s amazing what a smile can do for the youth. What
are the effects of taking away all of our smiles? Has consideration been given to students and
teachers who are “at risk”? Can we offer this group of people some sort of provisions to keep
them safe. I also don’t agree with number 4 options. I’m somewhere in between the middle and
last option.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

1488

I support protecting those who are not eligible for the vaccine yet.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

1489

Just look at FL and TX numbers and how over run the hospitals are with covid. Proof enough
masks need to be mandated.

8/14/2021 3:13 PM

1490

Stop politicizing children. Masks are useless.

8/14/2021 3:10 PM

1491

While children can be infection vectors, their own infections are typically mild and at risk
people have had infinite opportunities to get vaccinated. Of course, children should be able to
wear masks at their parents’ direction and not be bullied about it. I am the mother of kids ages
9, 10, 17, & 20. We all had covid last year, then those eligible were vaccinated this year.

8/14/2021 3:09 PM

1492

They want to be in school with friends. Let’s make sure that happens and everyone stays well.

8/14/2021 3:07 PM

1493

I support masking in schools to protect those who are not yet eligible to get the vaccine.
Students 11 and under reside in homes with children above the age of 12 who are currently
given the choice whether to mask or not in Cherry Creek schools regardless of vaccination

8/14/2021 3:06 PM
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status. The decision should not be up to individual families as an individual family’s decision
can have detrimental outcomes to other families. Unfortunately, in these circumstances
individual decisions affect others, not just the individual making the decision.
1494

Please protect our children. There are plenty of children in our counties that are high risks due
to asthma, diabetes, obesity, or they are immunocompromised. Without a mask mandate,
these kids are in danger if they get Covid. And as far as vaccinated teachers, breakthrough
cases are rising…this will be very disruptive to the classroom and we will again struggle to find
substitute teachers to fill in. Lastly, I do not think it’s fair not to require masks for unvaccinated
teachers. Adults account for most of the transmission, and they will be allowed to walk around
unmasked. Teachers have a choice to get vaccinated or not and I respect that…but that is
their choice…my child does not have a choice to get vaccinated.

8/14/2021 3:06 PM

1495

My daughter recently attended a Cherry Creek Schools meeting on the subject of whether
masks should be required in the elementary schools. She has now been advised that she may
have been exposed to Covid at this meeting. She, my wife and I strongly support the mask
requirement.

8/14/2021 3:03 PM

1496

There are many studies out there that prove that masks do not work. They actually carry more
bacterial infections that are not related to COVID after the kids wear them all day. Also, when
masks were mandated by the state they were not even required for kids under 10. There are
sports and other activities that have taken place all summer with lower infection rates and no
masks were worn. There were preschools that didn’t require masks last year and also didn’t
see spikes in cases then. Please let it be our choice as parents! That is part of our freedom
that we are granted as Americans.

8/14/2021 3:03 PM

1497

We live in America, the land of the free. One of our most basic God-given rights is the right to
breathe. We demand the right and freedom to make health decisions that we feel are best for
our families. Everyone needs to be allowed to choose whether to wear a mask or not. You
state these reasons to require masks: - [ ] Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more
difficult social distancing - Then let those who want to wear a mask wear a mask to protect
themselves. It is not the duty of everyone around that person to do so. - [ ] Potential impact on
secondary spread - Masks have been proven ineffective in preventing the virus spread. It’s like
trying to keep mosquitoes out with a chain linked fence! They don’t work. Also, kids don’t
spread the virus and anyone asymptomatic also cannot spread the virus. And all adults have
had the opportunity to get vaccinated if they wanted. Masking healthy children is completely
absurd and is not supported by any factual science. - [ ] Enhanced in-person learning (fewer
disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks) - Masks are actually detrimental to the learning
environment! They restrict oxygen to the brain, inhibiting brain function and critical thinking. It
is hard to hear people talking through a mask. Kids can’t see the teachers lips to help with
annunciation and understanding. Masks worn for long periods of time get saturated with spit,
bacteria, germs, and dirt so breathing through those filthy rags will cause sickness itself and
breaks down the person’s immune system! - [ ] Could reduce mental health stress due to
bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption - There is a
HUGE mental health toll on all people who are forced to wear masks. Kids cannot see the
smile on their teacher’s face and vice versa. I heard so many times last year that both the kids
and teachers just wanted to be able to see everyone’s whole face, like it was the key to
trusting and really knowing someone. It’s psychologically damaging to be unable to read or
express facial expressions with these masks on. By requiring masks you are virtue signaling
that you have control over their freedom to personal health choices, that only causes harm. As
a health department, you are claiming to have the health of all people in your best interest. If
this is true, you would NEVER require healthy people to wear masks, which actually ONLY
causes physical and psychological harm. Studies have been done in the last year to analyze
communities that required masks, enforced social distancing and lockdowns and communities
that didn’t. The communities that did NOT put in place any of these requirements had lower
case numbers and healthier communities. There is no factual science that you have to stand
on that would support that masks work to protect personal health and stop virus spread. Say
NO to mask requirements and YES to freedom of choice. I will be pulling my three kids out of
the public schools until they have the freedom to choose.

8/14/2021 3:03 PM

1498

The safety of our unvaccinated children should be our priority. They cannot choose to be
vaccinated. We also should do everything we can to ensure no COVID hot spots in our
schools so that all children can continue to attend school. There is no remote learning option.
We can take a lead and do the right thing by putting a mask mandate in place for our schools.

8/14/2021 3:01 PM

1499

Masks cause skin problems, increase carbon dioxide in blood. Exasperate anxiety and well

8/14/2021 3:01 PM
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documented communication issues. Children are at minimal risk if they develop COVID and
much less transmitting from children.You need to follow the facts rather then Political
individuals. Let parents make there own child’s decision. It doesn’t need to be one size fits all.
Leave the children alone especially when dealing with non FDA approved drugs.
1500

The thought of masking young kids in the first handful of years of their life for no verifiably
legitimate reason should make you all physically ill. If it doesn’t, you need to reassess how
vulnerable and dependent young kids are. We should have already known your moral compass
was broken, but Friday’s decision to support masking babies two days before school starts
just reaffirms what we’ve known about you for the last year. Not only does it reaffirm that you
are morally bankrupt, but it also shows how utterly spineless and cowardly you are. All
summer and to this day, people have gathered maskless throughout the state. Thousands of
people traveled to the state and gathered in maskless groups of 50,000 for multiple days for
the MLB All-Star Game with no publicized concern or action out of your department. For this to
be sanctioned but babies must be muzzled out of fear of something that CCSD’s own data
proved didn’t happen is the height of hypocrisy. Further, I know firsthand that the July and
beginning of August extended care programs in CCSD were maskless with no impact to the
program. But somehow now a variant that has been in the state since at least May, if not
earlier, is supposed to require another year of severe mitigation measures? I don’t believe you.
Masks typically worn by students don’t prevent the spread of this virus. The virus’ aerosol
spread, and fractions of a micron size make virtually all your mitigation strategies worthless.
The supposed evidence supporting masks have all been observational and you know
correlation does not equal causation. Or at least you should. The only published RCT study on
masks in the last year showed masks did not make a significant difference in preventing virus
spread. You may wonder why have no additional studies like this been done for such a highly
controversial topic? That’s because it would likely be considered unethical to mask children for
the study and would not receive approval to be conducted. You know this. Your decision to
impugn little kids’ mental and physical health, which I have seen with my own eyes, to try to
stop a virus that is less dangerous to them than is the flu, or to try and protect teachers and
staff that have had the opportunity to be vaccinated, is sickening. As you well know, this virus
is endemic, and zero covid is a fool’s errand. These measures were never implemented for the
flu. Why are they now being forced on a population that has, thankfully, been spared? Or will
this forced muzzling against little kids be the norm going forward for every deadly virus, of
which there are many? As we have seen in other countries, kids are able to go to school
maskless with success. They have led relatively normal lives. While ours have struggled
mightily for going on three years and are falling behind, putting the generation and our
collective future at risk. Yet, you as unelected bureaucrats see fit to keep them under your
thumb and force unproven mandates that impact my family’s health and wellbeing without my
consent. I gave you no such authority. This has always been a free-range society regarding
health. If you require special accommodations to keep you or your family safe and healthy,
then that burden is yours. It is not mine. Never has been and never will be. Don’t believe me?
Ask parents of kids with asthma how well the school kept sick kids isolated from their kids. If
you want to mask your kids, then have at it. You leave mine alone.

8/14/2021 3:00 PM

1501

I am an educator. With our superintendent “strongly recommending” masks without a mandate
even for those vaccinated, I was shocked by how few students or teachers at my high school
setting wore masks the first two days. 5% perhaps total. My daughter is in elementary where
that group cannot vaccinate and she is masking. Again I was disturbed to hear less than half
of her second grade peers are wearing masks as there is a complacency among the parents.
Her teachers as well are self choosing to not mask which saddens me and makes me worry for
the welfare of the full school community.

8/14/2021 2:56 PM

1502

I don’t support universal masking in schools. They do not help curb illness since kids are not
able to wear them correctly for the entire day.

8/14/2021 2:56 PM

1503

Mask until our children can get vaccinated

8/14/2021 2:55 PM

1504

I do not want my children to be required to wear a mask at school. We are in a rural area and
should not have to be considered with the more densely populated areas of Arapahoe county.
My son is 7 years old and has ADHD and has a hard enough time communicating without a
mask. He also has chewed on his mask when he has had to wear one so they are highly
ineffective at his age.

8/14/2021 2:47 PM

1505

The CDC and the AAP recommends masking in schools regardless of vaccination status.
Masks were mandated last year in schools, and we didn’t even have the highly contagious
Delta variant. Now we do have Delta, and we don’t have masks. It makes no sense. Mandate

8/14/2021 2:47 PM
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masks in schools at a minimum for those 12 and younger! I’m currently writing this from my
COVID isolation room. I’m vaccinated. It’s a breakthrough case. I’m 39. Physically fit and
healthy. No underlying conditions. I’ve gotten very sick. It’s been scary. Please spare others
from this, especially our most vulnerable children.
1506

I do not agree with the mask mandate. There is no reason to mask our children. The science
does not back it up. Kids need to be kids and not worry about being depressed and suicide.

8/14/2021 2:45 PM

1507

Covid 19 and it's Delta variant is deadly to the unvaccinated. Children under the age of 12 do
not have access to a vaccine, and it should be mandatory for all schools that has anyone
under 12 years old wear masks at all times. This includes faculty and staff that work in these
schools. Shame on you Littleton and Douglas county school districts .

8/14/2021 2:45 PM

1508

I am a practicing physician in Denver and mother of six and 10 year old children in Littleton
Public schools. Children under the age of 12 can become infected and transmit coronavirus19.
They currently are not eligible to receive COVID19 vaccine. There is a current surge of
infections with the COVID19 Delta variant. Recommendations by the CDC and the American
Academy of pediatrics are for universal masking in schools to protect children. Please institute
this protocol to prevent illness, transmission and increase the likelihood that school will
continue in person learning throughout the year.

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

1509

We need to consider the fact that children under the age of 12 have not been given the
opportunity to elect to vaccinate.

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

1510

To keep our kids safe and without constantly returning to remote learning, as a result of
outbreaks, masks in schools should be a mandate.

8/14/2021 2:42 PM

1511

We fully support a masking policy for schools K-12. I understand that 12-17 year old
vaccination rates continue to be low. Although our two 12 and 15 year olds are vaccinated, we
understand the ramifications of the delta variant. We do not want to aid in the continuation of
the spread and likely new mutation of covid. We urgently request that a mask mandate goes
into place for all students. We would much rather masks on our faces in order to keep kids in
school as long as possible. Thank you!!

8/14/2021 2:41 PM

1512

We have already destroyed the mental health of our children for going on two years and now
working on our third. My kids were excited to go back to school without masks and are now
depressed and no longer want to go back. Why did we get vaccinations if masks were coming
back. This is ridiculous because as soon as school is over these kids will be at movies and
study groups and parties, restaurants and any number of public enclosed spaces where they
will not be masked so what is the point? There is none. Have you seen the mask of a child at
school they are disgusting. Being chewed on, snot, food. By no means hygienic but you want
to slap them on their faces for 8 hours. Let those who want masks choose for themselves. I
absolutely support Fred one of choice, my body my choice, my kids body my choice. And I
can see now you are caving to the woke part of society instead of using science and statistics
to drive decisions. Feelings are not science and should not be used to make decisions.

8/14/2021 2:41 PM

1513

Hello, with the safety of our children as risk, I think we should require masks for all students,
especially unvaccinated students. The delta variant is hurting a large number of children and
we need to keep our kids safe in school. We want to be able to keep schools open and have
students learn in person and this will help that be a possibility. Thank you

8/14/2021 2:40 PM

1514

We travelled this summer with our kids, 12 & 13. One day we spent 18 hours in planes and
airports and had masks on the entire time. It is not an inconvenience or a hardship in anyway.
If our schools can mandate dress codes, a mask mandate should not be difficult.

8/14/2021 2:40 PM

1515

Dear Board Members of the TCHD: I wanted to express my extreme disappointment in the
Governor's decision to allow the public health order for masks in schools to expire prior to the
upcoming school year. The data is clear, the CDC guidance is clear. Students and teachers
should return to school in the fall with masks for everyone. A mask is a public health tool used
to reduce the transmission of a contagious and deadly disease; it is not 'infringing on personal
rights'. We are cramming the highest percentage of the unvaccinated population into closed
door facilities and expecting a good outcome. My 2 kids, and most of the CCSD community
were cheated out of a year of education. It was spotty, scattered and highly unsuccessful for
many families/patients I know. Kids didn't get an opportunity to grow socially and emotionally. I
want an entire year of safe, in-school education. This can only be achieved by encouraging
vaccination and requiring masks from day one. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Sincerely, Mike Lipnick, MD FAAFP Ponderosa Family Physicians Aurora, CO 80014 Board

8/14/2021 2:40 PM
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Member Aurora-Adams County Medical Society Board Member Cherry Creek School District
Medical Advisory Board Chairman of Colorado Care Partners
1516

Unfortunately, it is absolutely necessary given the status of the pandemic.

8/14/2021 2:40 PM

1517

Their are no studies showing empirical data that masking changes the trajectory of the illness
particularly in schools. There are studies demonstrating that the mask have made no
significant impact. The population cohort of 0 - 18 years of age in the US is 75000000. Less
than 400 in that population have died and zero without a serious underlying condition. Allow the
parents to make the decision, our children’s welfare both physically and mentally are the
responsibility of the parent. My children will not be subjected to this abuse any longer.

8/14/2021 2:37 PM

1518

As more isearnwd about the novel Corona virus, it appears that masking has done the most to
stop in school spread.

8/14/2021 2:36 PM

1519

Kids need to be safe and masked up

8/14/2021 2:34 PM

1520

For high schools, i was thinking maybe masks during passing periods since were all close
together, but in classes we can take them off since were mostly spread out

8/14/2021 2:34 PM

1521

Masking of the children should be up to the parents discretion. If you feel your child needs to
be mask send them in a mask. I know how dirty children are. Also children need to see facial
expressions to thrive. This is child abuse to force healthy children to act sick.

8/14/2021 2:34 PM

1522

At the very least I think we should be masking in our elementary and middle schools until kids
under 12 can be vaccinate.

8/14/2021 2:32 PM

1523

Data shows that kids are not severely affected by COVID. Kids need to see faces. We can’t
fix one problem by causing another.

8/14/2021 2:32 PM

1524

Please go with the science and keep our kids safe. Mandate masks. That is the only way they
will be worn. Don’t make a bunch of our kids sick and shut down schools again. No kid died
from wearing a mask. Hundreds Ave died from Covid!

8/14/2021 2:31 PM

1525

Please follow AAP and CDC guidelines and institute a universal mask mandate in k-12
schools. My youngest, like all of his classmates, is too young to receive the vaccine. Please
protect him and his classmates. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the CDC
both recommend universal masking in schools as the best way to protect children. The Delta
variant is not only being transmitted by vaccinated individuals, but it is also causing
significantly more frequent infections and more severe symptoms in children. The AAP
reported a sevenfold increase in new child infections in one month, with 96,000 pediatric cases
nationwide by the first week of August. With cases rising, pediatric hospitals are running out of
beds and staff. This means that if a child becomes ill or injured for any reason, not just Covid,
they will encounter long ER waits (9.5 hours in one pediatric ER this week) and the possibility
of not having a bed available to treat them. Should a child need hospitalization due to Covid,
they have to be isolated. Children are intubated in hospitals across the country right now, alone
and terrified, without their parents. And it’s only the first week of school in many places.
Please act now to keep all of our children safe. Our kids need your leadership.

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

1526

I strongly believe that based on the evidence and recommendations of the CDC, CO Dept of
Health, American Academy of Pediatrics and TriCounty Heath, that our kids would be much
safer with a universal mask mandate especially in light of Delta. We also think the health
department should be making these decisions not the schools. My kids are both vaccinated
but are currently wearing masks in school based on the recommendations from the public
health experts. I don’t think it’s fair that other kids and teachers are putting my kids at risk.

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

1527

Please mandate masks in schools to protect the lives of students and teachers.

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

1528

I have a 10 year old daughter who has had surgery to remove half of one lung. We go to great
lengths to protect her health as she is prone to severe respiratory illness sometimes requiring
hospitalization. Universal masking is the only way I feel safe sending her to school.

8/14/2021 2:27 PM

1529

I would be happy to abide by any recommendations that are backed by science. Where are the
studies that show that masks work? Question 4 (below) gives me 3 options- I would like to
answer “I do not support masking in schools under any circumstances unless there is science
that can support it.”

8/14/2021 2:26 PM

1530

The masks our children wear contain more bacteria and exposure than just breathing the air.
Foster good hygiene, healthy eating, and cleaning daily in our schools and the children will be

8/14/2021 2:24 PM
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much healthier than breathing in recycled air and whatever bacteria that grows on those
masks. My children have been in a child care/ school setting through all of Covid and haven’t
worn a mask- the teachers now don’t wear masks and NO ONE in that community has fallen ill
from Covid. My husband works a job that is high contact with people all over the Denver- Metro
area and never wears a mask and has not fallen ill. We just wash our hands often, change and
bathe once we come home and we eat healthy.
1531

This virus does not affect children severely and there is no evidence that they spread it. They
had the kids wear masks last year so they wouldn’t spread it and now an adult has the option
to vaccinate or stay home if they see fit. There is no reason to mask our kids. It is damaging.
The data we should be looking at is depression and suicide rates among adolescents. We
deserve the freedom to make these choices.

8/14/2021 2:20 PM

1532

Please protect all of our children. I have a son in Douglas county starting kindergarten and I
have a son in Arapahoe county Cherry Creek School district starting at eaglecrest high School.
Thank you

8/14/2021 2:20 PM

1533

Please keep masks optional and allow parents to parent their own children. Let the adults and
parents think what’s best for their own children. The elementary school age group is not a high
risk setting. I’m an RN at one of the metro hospitals. I can recognize the setting in which a
mask is needed for my children. The children are spaced out enough in the classroom as it is.

8/14/2021 2:19 PM

1534

My kids and I spent a year doing remote learning due to not knowing how COVID spreads/how
transmissible etc. We hoped that masks would remain in place and since the CDC
recommends that all people, no matter whether vaccinated or not, should be wearing a mask
indoors to stop the spread of COVID. My son is asthmatic, on the Autism spectrum, with a
sensory disorder. Yet he has NO issues wearing a mask for 6 hours or more. I would hope, that
this can be expected from adults and other kids alike. I truly think that it is more detrimental to
doing remote learning again or a disruptive school year, than simply wearing a mask. Kids want
to be in school, kids need to be in school. Wearing a mask is an easy tool to keep schools
open vs. having a mass spread of Covid because of not wearing a mask. I fully support
universal masking for everyone, in an indoor setting. This should include staff and visitors as
well, no matter the vaccine-status of an individual. In terms of school setting, I would not want
my unvaccinated child to be in close contact, indoors, with an adult that is not wearing a
mask. They could still transmit the virus, even though they are vaccinated. Please, mandate
masks for all school children for an indoor setting. My children should feel safer, this is not the
case when masks are simply optional. Optional masking leads to few people wearing the
masks. We have seen it this week during Launch Camp at Fox Ridge, and during Meet and
Greet at Coyote Hills Elementary, when teachers and IEP personnel are NOT being good role
models and chose to not wear masks. This is not acceptable. Our kids see teachers and staff
as role models. It will be easier to follow if everybody just follows the rule of indoor masking.
Please, Dr. Douglas, make masks mandatory. I fully support indoor masking. Please help keep
our kids safe and schools open.

8/14/2021 2:19 PM

1535

Please require kids to mask in school. It will decrease the spread of Covid. I work for Denver
Public health and they recommend masking!!

8/14/2021 2:18 PM

1536

Many credible medical studies have shown that children are safer without masks: dont't need
protection, rebreathing human exhaust is harmful, and reduced socialization leads to more
suicides.

8/14/2021 2:16 PM

1537

I fully support masking and hope you will extend it to the whole county so my child in private
preschool is also safer. He will be masked but we all know he would be safer if everyone would
wear one!

8/14/2021 2:15 PM

1538

It is absolutely ridiculous to have K-6 children wear masks. There is no scientific data showing
that these kids are at risk. We are ruining our children and setting them up for failure in the
future. Wearing a mask should be optional.

8/14/2021 2:15 PM

1539

I'm very concerned that you aren't requiring masks for all schoolchildren, as as affirmed by the
AAP and CDC. "Voluntary" masks in middle and high schools simply means no one will be
wearing them. You are risking the health of all the kids in those schools, along with members
of the community who come into contact with those kids, by attempting to appease political
extremists who refuse to listen to science or reason. I'm so disappointed in TCHD and CCSD's
leadership. See this petition - thousands of parents agree with me: http://chng.it/bvryBJMH5g

8/14/2021 2:14 PM

1540

Option 3 of #4 below should have been worded: I support parents making their own decisions

8/14/2021 2:13 PM
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about masks for their children. The way this option is currently worded implies that I would be
opposed to other children wearing masks--which I am not. I support parents' rights to make the
best decisions for their own children and I would not abide by anyone being bullied for wearing
a mask or making the decision to have their children wear masks. Children are the least likely
of all age groups to get really sick or die from COVID-19 and masks do little to mitigate that
risk--especially when considering the wide variety of mask types worn and how improperly they
are worn. If a mask order is put in place for children, then there should be overwhelming
scientific evidence to show by what percentage masks protect the young. This evidence does
not exist because masks are not even moderately beneficial in stopping COVID-19 in children.
Masking, especially the very young, does documented harm to the children on social,
emotional, and learning levels. Let parents decide.
1541

Thank you for your input to our superientendent regarding mask mandates. It is a great relief to
me that elementary age children will be required to wear masks. I would also encourage the
mask mandate to include middle and high school students.

8/14/2021 2:12 PM

1542

I do not support masking for the little ones. My daughter needs to see faces to understand
social cues and speech, as she is speech delayed and still learning and recognizes. This
cripples kids like her. Please reconsider mandating masks so parents like me can make this
choice for her.

8/14/2021 2:10 PM

1543

My son has been hospitalized twice in non-pandemic times with respiratory illness. It was
terrifying for everyone. Imagine an illness with a new variant that is causing children to be
hospitalized all over the country and wondering if your child would survive getting it. Imagine
that helping to prevent that child and others’ children was as easy as mask wearing. It’s not
forever. It’s for the best. It’s teaching children how to be respectful to other people and take
care of their own bodies.

8/14/2021 2:10 PM

1544

CDC currently recommends all non-vaccinated to wear masks indoors. Children under 12 are
not eligible for vaccines, therefore they are unvaccinated and should wear masks indoors.

8/14/2021 2:08 PM

1545

Please mandate mask for grades k-6 until they can be be vaccinated. Thank you for your
support!

8/14/2021 2:07 PM

1546

We have a 3rd grader at Polton and 7th grader at Prairie. We are extremely relieved and
grateful for Superintendent Smith's decision to mandate masks for PreK-6th grade. We still
hope that there will be mandates for 7th - 12th grade as an added protection (health, mental
and physical safety) for our 7th grader. The CDC recommends "universal indoor masking for all
students, staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status." We
are watching the news on schools in FL and MS with "optional" masking. We've already heard
of one parent in NV that sent their COVID positive child to school anyhow. We've already heard
local stories about mask and vaccination bullying. We've already been told by teachers that
their hands are tied and they can't enforce or even recommend masks. One even said that if a
child forgets to put it back on after coming back inside, she didn't feel she could remind them
to put it back on. Making masks universal will take the guesswork out of many of the issues
and empower teachers and staff to help keep everyone safe regardless of their vaccination
status. It will help to protect unvaccinated family and community members. And I feel it will
help everyone focus on school rather than who's vaccinated or unvaccinated and further
polarization and bullying. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 2:06 PM

1547

Follow the science and data, stop fear speech and making it political. The children are NOT
the spreaders

8/14/2021 2:05 PM

1548

I believe schools should allow freedom of choice for people who would like to be masks free.
Healthy Interactions in schools, exposed facial expressions, are extremely important for child
development, as well as for safety reasons! for teachers to notice allergy reactions, emotions,
hear and understand children in a normal way. Please let us keep enjoying public schools. If
masks will be back we will go back to homeschool which is very challenging for single parents
as myself. People may still protect themselves with vaccines or masks, but please don’t limit
the freedom of the ones who have healthy immune systems.

8/14/2021 2:04 PM

1549

We can't have schools close again so please do what's best to keep our kids in school. If that
means masks, then that means masks. It would be better to start with masks and we can take
them away before kids start getting sick. Last year there were few flu & strep throat cases so
overall, masks keep kids from getting sick. We support whatever keeps kids in schools! They
can take off masks outside and when they eat. Maybe even create times when they can get

8/14/2021 2:00 PM
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breaks from masks and take walks outside. Hold classes outside until it gets too cold perhaps.
We need to get creative to keep kids in school. My children did not do well online.
1550

Masking is a parental choice as are vaccinations. NO to the Mask mandate !

8/14/2021 2:00 PM

1551

Please remember that there are many kids who have moderate to severe periodic respiratory
issues. The most important objective for all is for school to stay open. Not requiring masks
basically excludes a large population from being able to stay in school continuously.

8/14/2021 2:00 PM

1552

Masks should be required while cases are at such a high level, following federal guidelines.
However, vaccinated students should be able to remove their masks once case numbers
decline. Unvaccinated students should continue to wear masks until vaccinated.

8/14/2021 2:00 PM

1553

Decisions on masking shoukd be left to parents of children, as are all other health care
decisions. There have been no long term studies on the emotional and mental impact masking
may have on our children; mandating anything that has not been studied is reckless and
dangerous. It is a parent’s responsibility and right to make all decisions that may impact their
child’s well-being, not a board!

8/14/2021 1:56 PM

1554

Because we are in the 4th surge of Covid, there are continued risks to students, teachers and
staff that the disease poses. The only reasonable thing for all schools to do is to require
masks in school.

8/14/2021 1:56 PM

1555

The scientific evidence is behind wearing masks. Relying on children regardless of age to
make appropriate decisions at school while feeling pressured by peers is laughable. As a
parent of a child in middle school who should be wearing a mask, he has felt isolated and
singled out as very few students are wearing them. I am not at school with him to make sure
he wears the mask and it does not fall on the staff when it is not required of all students. More
younger people are being infected and getting sicker now than last year. Masks should be
mandatory!

8/14/2021 1:55 PM

1556

Simple - no masks required. Let people and families make their own choice.

8/14/2021 1:55 PM

1557

At this point I do not believe the risks to children are considerable enough to warrant masks in
school all day. There is no evidence that clearly supports that masks either protect our
children, reduce the rate of transmission, and in fact I believe the masks themselves create
more negative physical and psychological harm than good. This policy should be dropped in its
entirety so the decision can be made by the parents.

8/14/2021 1:54 PM

1558

At every step of communication this summer we were assured that the district would closely
follow the recommendations of the tri-county health department. We were heartened to see that
Cherry Creek has done just that. It seems Littleton Public Schools (LPS) needs a mandate and
that it needs to come from tri-county health. Help us keep our children safe! We do not have
other options. The district is not providing a virtual option this year, and we very much want our
students to be in schools with the proper safety measures in place. Last year LPS
demonstrated the effectiveness of masking and they need help developing the will to make it
happen again. I wrote a letter to the LPS School Board and also attended and spoke about the
need to protect students under 12 who do not have the choice or protection of a vaccine. After
listening to Melissa Cooper’s district Covid update on Thursday, 8/12; after sending my 6 and
9-year-old students to school in masks; after reading the statement that the Tri-County Health
Department also concurs that kids under 12 and the adults who work with them need to be
masked, I sent my kids to school. It is an unethical demand society is placing on this age of
student. It is an unbearable burden for parents to bear. My daughter, two other students and
the teacher were the only masked people in her 5th grade classroom. I believe the number was
closer to 40% in my son’s first grade classroom, and I am grateful his teacher was also
masked. I have expressed my concerns also to the principal and have received no response.
LPS has a total void of bold leadership and we need your help! The night before the board
meeting, after receiving an email that all adults visiting the school would need to be masked,
we attended the meet-the-teacher function at their school. While both of their teachers chose
to mask, less than 25% of the adults visiting the school were masked. We need leadership to
protect our younger students and our district is not able to provide that at this point. We need
you to step up to help the public survive their leadership failures. Beyond what I pointed out to
the board, the tri-county health department can now be added to the list of authorities and
experts recognizing the need for masking in schools. We know that you are aware of the
extensive research supporting masking. We are sure you have read the American Academy of
Pediatrics’ recommendations. Tellingly, there is now unanimity among national health leaders,
including Dr. Fauci, that students must return to school, and must mask. This newfound

8/14/2021 1:54 PM
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unanimity arises from the realization that viral titers of delta are 1000x-fold higher than the
original virus, the evidence that younger adults are dying and that there are many pediatric
patients, including 5-15% of long-haul pediatric covid. Help us! The CDC, AAP and the
numbers support this decision. Please implement a mask mandate so we can protect our
children until they are eligible for the vaccine.
1559

I think this is a travesty. Do not take away more of our freedoms. Tri-county should not have
control to over ride our school boards. Wearing a mask and getting a vaccination should be a
personal choice. You have been standing on “ my body my choice” for years why now does
that not apply? Because it is not your agenda? You can’t have it both ways. Just to be clear
NO tri-county should not be able to make this decision for all.

8/14/2021 1:52 PM

1560

I am a teacher for APS my kids go to CCSD I want everyone in masks!!!

8/14/2021 1:51 PM

1561

Follow the CDC recommendations. Be precautionary. Be proactive. Avoid potential school
closures with the promised “layered” approach to protect the youngest who cannot be
vaccinated yet.

8/14/2021 1:50 PM

1562

We have got to stop this madness. These children should NOT be wearing any face coverings.

8/14/2021 1:50 PM

1563

It is far past time for public health experts to start taking into account other things besides
COVID. Are we going to permanently mask up our kids going forward? The statistics show that
the yearly flu generally results in more deaths among children than COVID. All these "mask
up" decisions are being made as though there is no downside to making 5 year olds wear a
mask for 8 hours a day, and pretty much absent evidence that masks, outside of properly
fitted N95 masks, do much to stop the spread of a virus. Fauci admitted as much in one of his
emails before jumping on the mask bandwagon. Does TCHD want to recommend that every
child be properly fitted with an N95 mask for 8 hours every day? One of the truly sad things to
come out of this pandemic is the complete rejection by the supposedly objective medical
community of anything that doesn't fit the "narrative." There was a recently published study in
JAMA Pediatrics that said masks led to an unacceptably high level of carbon dioxide build-up
in children. That study was then retracted. And why was it retracted? Dr. Marty Makary of
Johns Hopkins, one of the few public health professionals I trust to tell the truth, contacted the
authors and, as expected, found out the study was retracted because the "powers that be"
didn't like the results. It is time for the public health establishment to admit that ZERO COVID
is probably not going to happen, no matter how many people are vaccinated. Otherwise we are
going to end up with a continual stream of totalitarian restrictions like occur regularly in
Australia, where out-of-control public health "experts" lock down entire cities for months at the
appearance of a single COVID case. We should continue to develop the best vaccines and the
best treatments we can to combat COVID, and otherwise get on with living our lives. COVID is
not smallpox with a 30% IFR, but the public health establishment seems determined to treat it
like it is. As for your question number 4 below, once again it demonstrates how the public
health establishment seeks to twist everything. Tell me, Dr. Douglas, why are the options
between either universal masking or no masking "under any circumstances?" Why, Dr.
Douglas, is there no option that says, "I support allowing parents to decide if they want their
child to wear a mask in school or not." Or, Dr. Douglas, do you consider parents as having no
role in their children's welfare?

8/14/2021 1:49 PM

1564

I don’t believe masks are helpful in young kids. They constantly touch and play with them.
They need to see faces.

8/14/2021 1:48 PM

1565

It’s inhumane to mask children for 6+ hours a day when school starts in the fall. Face masks
have many side effects including reduced blood oxygen levels, elevated carbon dioxide levels,
chronic stress and anxiety attacks. They contribute to headaches, withdrawal behaviors,
shortness of breath/hyperventilation, chest pain, immunosuppression, hypoxia, insomnia,
depression, fatigue, increased skin temperature, skin rashes, compromised cognitive
performance, dizziness, listlessness and increased heart rate just to name a few. They are
also a major threat to a child’s development and ability to read expressions. The ability to see,
appreciate and communicate through facial expressions is crucial to a child’s social
development. Think about children learning to speak and read who can’t even see their
teachers mouths or vice versa to learn and establish these basic educational fundamentals.
Think about the term public health and apply the facts (not just what the private corporation of
the CDC says to do). These conditions are harmful and abusive for Colorado’s school children.
But nevertheless uneducated and manipulated minds think it’s necessary to mask children
who are more likely to be killed by the vaccine or suffer a debilitating condition like myocarditis
than negative health effects from COVID. In fact CDC has admitted that the experimental
vaccine has already killed more people than any vaccines combined. Don’t use the lame
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excuse “that you have no choice”. Mask wearing should be a recommendation at the most,
and allow parents and kids to choose. This is not a political issue, don’t bring the need for
power and control into this. If parents are SO fearful then let them opt out of in person school.
Do what’s best for the majority. Think back and use history, you NEVER used these tactics to
protect kids from the flu... which is far more deadly than COVID in children.
1566

My kids are in a Cherry Creek elementary school and I teach science at an APS high school.
For the high school, social distancing is impossible and we have classes with over 45 students
in them and maybe 5 are wearing masks. I also mask even though I’m vaccinated. I also feel
like we are not mitigating and cleaning like we did last year when we only had at the most 10
student in a cohort.

8/14/2021 1:44 PM

1567

This infringement has gone far enough. Leave our rights alone and stop overstepping your
rights. We are free, this is one of the last free countries on this planet. Dont be part of the
problem. Masking is dangerous to the health of our children, there IS 2 sides to the story.
People are free to make the choice that is best for them. Keep masks optional. Those that
want to wear masks can wear them. There is no reason to force anything on anyone, let alone
bacteria ridden, oxygen limiting masks on CHILDREN.

8/14/2021 1:42 PM

1568

Parents have the right to decide wether or not their child wears a mask to school. I am not
surprised, but I am very concerned, that this right is being taken away. It is wrong. There is
plenty of evidence that masking children not only does not stop the spread of viruses, but is
also a threat to their health. There seems to be a disingenuous effort over the course of the
summer to gaslight parents into believing we would be able to exercise our right to choose for
our kids, only to have it taken away at the last minute, after our attendance was assured. I can
even point to this forum I am filling out now as another example of an attempt to misconstrue
my opinion. In question #4, just below this box I am writing in, there is no circle for me to
check for me to express my right as a parent to choose for my child. The only option not
supporting universal masking is no mask under any circumstance. That is a transparently
divisive construction. I support every parent's right to choose for their child. If you want to put
a mask on your child, great. I am all for it. If I choose to not put a mask on my kids, who were
already Covid positive last spring, I have that right. I also support these decisions being based
on data that is available to parents. Dr. Douglas sent a letter recommending masks to CCSD
Superintendent yesterday that includes no data. No supporting material. If you are going to
make unilateral mandates affecting my child's wellbeing every day, you had better supply the
data and reasoning behind it.

8/14/2021 1:40 PM

1569

I agree with the current school district policy that leaves masks as encouraged but optional for
our children. Their mental health is a huge factor in this for me. I have 4 children in the district
and they have been hesitant to speak up and ask questions. One of my sons is very hard to
understand with his mask on and thus us creating confidence issues that will carry on through
life. Please keep them as optional.

8/14/2021 1:40 PM

1570

I really do not support masks in schools at all. The data doesn't support masks.

8/14/2021 1:33 PM

1571

Individuals should be able to have the freedom to choose whether to mask themselves/their
children.

8/14/2021 1:29 PM

1572

I feel that it should be up to the students parents if a child should wear a mask or not. I agree
with adults in the school wearing a mask.

8/14/2021 1:25 PM

1573

Per CDC guidelines, everyone should be masked in schools regardless of vaccination status.
If we want kids to stay in school and not have a public health crisis, this is the only option
based on science and research.

8/14/2021 1:23 PM

1574

please have all students wear masks. make it mandatory.

8/14/2021 1:13 PM

1575

My 7th grader is nervous about the peer pressure to remove masks or the chance of catching
it from unmasked peers and spreading it to his unvaccinated 4th grade brother.

8/14/2021 1:13 PM

1576

I have a PreK child and 1st grader. I don’t want universal masking 11 and under. If TCHD
chooses a mask mandate for the “potential” impact, “fewer future outbreaks” and to reduce
“possible bullying” then TCHD is basing decisions on fear. It makes me have less trust in
TCHD decision making skills because it’s based on potential fear and not current LOCAL
DATA!!! And local CHILD hospitalization rates. Not adult hospitalization rates. Adults can go
choose to get the vaccine to improve hospitalization rates. I’m concerned mask mandates will
impact reading, language and phonics development as seen in 2020 with an increase in
students needing added support with speech and language specialists. Also, If a specific child

8/14/2021 1:12 PM
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has health concerns then special accommodations need to be made for that child. An entire
district doesn’t need to wear a mask to protect one child.
1577

By way of background, I have spent a substantial portion of my career generating evidence to
support the development of best practices for clinical and public health. I am currently an
Associate Chief Health Officer for IBM Watson Health. Since December 2019, my primary role
has been to curate COVID-19 evidence regarding health outcomes data for IBM. As a leader in
the Americas, I support pandemic preparedness and response planning for our global
company. During the 2020-2021 school year, we enrolled our children in online school through
Cherry Creek School District. It was a prudent decision for our family; however, our oldest child
suffered greatly in isolation and our family’s mental health was compromised during that time.
In the absence of a universal mask mandate, students (pre-K through 12) will become
stewards of their own health and safety, and eventually, will inevitably be forced out of inperson learning due to the high transmissibility of the delta variant and our limited
immunization rates for 12 years and up. In the absence of strategic and effective public health
interventions to prevent SARS-CoV-2 infections in our schools, more kids and their families will
suffer (e.g., mental, physical, social, and economic). I was appalled to hear our Governor
flippantly recall pediatric admission numbers this week; in my opinion, even one pediatric
admission is too many. But, as parents we are not just concerned about hospitalization, we are
worried about profound debility after infection (e.g., permanent heart and lung damage) and
persistent symptoms (e.g., poor exercise tolerance, fatigue, brain fog, anxiety, loss of balance
and coordination, loss of smell/taste, prolonged cough, shortness of breath) after mild illness.
Naysayers will counter mask arguments with statements like, “healthy kids won’t die from this
disease,” but it’s not true. Unfortunately, we can look at global data trends (e.g., India and
Israel) and the impact of delta to see this variant does not spare children, as child fatality rates
continue to climb (e.g., 100 per week in India observed in July). It is unfathomable to me that
in the face of this new strain and observing the health consequences in children, there are
fewer protections (e.g., mask mandates, protocols for contact tracing, quarantine, isolation,
social distancing, air purification upgrades, and disinfection practices) in place today than last
year in our schools. I have broadly witnessed poor mask wearing compliance in our
communities whether it’s at the grocery store, big box store, or in our schools. I attended back
to school orientations this week at multiple locations – Indian Ridge Elementary (CCSD),
Peace with Christ Christian School, and Holy Love Lutheran Preschool, where more than 75%
of faculty and kids were unmasked. My family was the exception not the rule abiding by the
strong recommendation to wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status. In the
absence of a universal mask mandate in schools, I feel powerless to protect my children (9m,
4, and 7) and myself as someone who is immunocompromised from the dangers of the delta
variant. Further as my kids are ineligible for vaccination, I feel it is negligent to send them
back to school without sufficient non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) in place – without
enforcement of NPIs, I can’t give my kids what they need emotionally, socially, and
developmentally to achieve their educational needs in another year of online learning. Your
leadership position carries great responsibility, and I am grateful for your service to our
communities. The weight of your responsibility is not to be taken lightly and I know that as
public servants, you will stand up and safeguard those who can’t (e.g., my children unable to
be vaccinated yet) and won’t (e.g., anti-mask and anti-vaccination folks) protect themselves. I
am begging you to enforce the strong recommendations made by experts in pediatrics and
public health with the issuance of a tri-county mandate to universally mask students older than
2 years and all school staff regardless of vaccination status. In evidence we trust, thank you
for your consideration of my plea. Sincerely, Kelly Jean Thomas Craig, PhD Associate Chief
Health Officer Center for AI, Research, and Evaluation IBM Watson Health Twitter
@KJCraigPhD; www.linkedin.com/in/kjcraigphd

8/14/2021 1:11 PM

1578

Please do not institute Mask & Social Distancing in our Schools. The damage these
restrictions have caused, far outweigh any threat from Covid. This has become a physically,
spiritually, and emotionally unsafe place for our children, and the repercussions are well
documented. They have been made to feel that the world is dangerous and have made them
afraid of other people. Wearing masks for 6-8 hours a day, social distancing, contact tracing,
the removal of sports, and temperature checks and testing have created an epidemic of
anxiety, depression, and fear in our children. None of this was necessary, and the data and
science prove it! While the masks serve no level of protection, scientific studies show that
they lower oxygen levels in the blood while raising carbon dioxide levels, affect respiratory
physiology function, actually trap exhaled viral pathogens which increases the severity of viral
load, they collect and colonize viruses and bacteria, are dangerous for those with asthma or
other respiratory issues, and are a major threat to a child’s development due to anxiety, sleep
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problems, and creating a fear of germs. Please, leave the mask mandate at school optional to
each family.
1579

I feel parents should decide if their child wears a mask or not. It should be our choice! There
are many reasons why I do NOT want my child to wear a mask. 1) Mask can be vectors for
pathogens when they are worn too long, become moist, or are not worn properly. 2) Children
are less at risk for severe symptoms than vaccinated adults. 3) Discomfort of mask distracts
some children from learning. 4) There are no studies proving mask reduce Covid transmission
in children. 5) Mask can cause severe acne and other skin problems. 6) Most children do not
wear mask correctly. Children are consistently touching their faces. With consistent touching
mask become contaminated and trap germs next to our children’s faces. 7) Mask worn by
children ages 6 to 11 were lab tested. They found many pathogens on these mask such as Escherichia Coli - Acinetobacter busman I - Streptococcus pneumonia - Neisseria meningitis
8) Children 0-18 only represent 0.0692 % of total Covid deaths. More children die from the flu.
We don’t mask our children for flu season. Those are just some of the reasons I do not want
my child to wear a mask. I have no problem with families that prefer their children do wear one.
I just want it to be our choice if ours does. Thank you!

8/14/2021 1:10 PM

1580

Please follow public health guidelines and require masks for students not yet eligible for
vaccines.

8/14/2021 1:10 PM

1581

I believe that the masking/not-masking is a personal responsibility issue. We need to be
teaching our kids that if you get vaccinated, you are X% safe. Just like everything in life, there
is SOME risk, but if you are vaccinated or YOUNG you will not die. Your body is strong and
our immune systems are meant to fight disease. Masks hurt our kids' ability to learn social
skills, to hear effectively, and to make new friends. My kids are brand new to the school
system (last year) and hardly made any friends. This year they BOTH commented that it was
so great to see everyone's smile. School isn't all about academics - it is preparing our kids for
abundant life in the world - learning how to interact, learn body language and facial
expressions. Let's let our kids learn fully without restrictions.

8/14/2021 1:08 PM

1582

I firmly believe that masking in the schools will help to protect older people, unvaccinated
children and those who have serious health conditions. As the under 12 year olds cannot yet
be vaccinated, masking is the next best thing to do to protect the whole population. Too many
of the older students still are not vaccinated and therefore universal masking in all indoor
school settings is vital for the protection of the whole community.

8/14/2021 1:04 PM

1583

Please require masks for elementary school children. The new variants of Covid seem to be
getting young children sicker than the original. A vaccine is promised this fall, so maybe the
mask requirement can be reduced before too long. Also, require reporting to parents of
students when a person contracts covid. Require vaccination for all school employees.

8/14/2021 1:04 PM

1584

Wearing a mask should be optional parents choice. If Masks work so well than if you have one
on there should not be a problem if you don’t want to wear one don’t wear one. It has been
proven that young children wearing masks for long periods is very unhealthy. Stop trying to
save people from themselves let the people make that decision. Schools need to stop the
overreach in to our private lives. Spend your time effort and money on educating our children
so we’re not last in the world in math science technology and engineering. We spend more per
student than any other country in the world. Not getting much of a return on our investment.

8/14/2021 1:03 PM

1585

Mandating masks for children is scientifically unhealthy and developmental damaging to their
development.

8/14/2021 1:01 PM

1586

I was vaccinated so that I could be at school teaching and not have to wear a mask. What is
the incentive to get vaccinated if we are going to be forced to wear a mask? It should be a
personal choice and a parental choice. I teach kindergarten and they need to see faces! We
did extra cleaning last year and the kids were healthy and NOT masked. Please let people
make the choices that are right for them. Kids are mean regardless of masks vs. no masks;
teachers and parents deal with it accordingly.

8/14/2021 1:01 PM

1587

I have a child in Littleton Public Schools and I am a teacher in Douglas County schools. There
are maybe one or two students max per class following the mask recommendations. I believe
we need to use our whole toolkit to keep everyone safe and hopefully in school as much as
possible and universal masking is one important tool.

8/14/2021 1:01 PM

1588

Our masking needs to be for *all* students and staff K-12. Hybrid masking will reduce spread
but still exposes vulnerable populations. Help us teach our kids that this is a community effort

8/14/2021 1:00 PM
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and everyone needs to contribute to the greater good!
1589

I greatly applaud the Cherry Creek Superintend's new communication about K-6 wearing
masks. Considering these ages groups do NOT have the option for a vaccine yet, this is the
only way to protect our children. With masks required last year, for everyone, it was no issue
for my kids. It was habit and just "what it was". I feel the mental effects would come from not
requiring it- bullying those who choose to. In fact, it already happened at after care and back to
school night. This isn't a political issue, this is a human being issue.

8/14/2021 12:58 PM

1590

With the CDC, AMA, and AAP all recommending that children and adults be masked indoors
whether vaccinated or not, it is without a doubt the right decision to mandate masking right
now in all schools in all counties. I believe it should be for all ages, however, if we start with
only those unvaccinated, this will surely save lives and help keep our children in school. The
last thing this economy needs again is another year of lockdown and virtual school. The
mental and physical health of our students, parents and teachers is on the line here. Not to
mention, the divisive nature of this issue is causing so much animosity that SOMEONE at a
higher governmental level needs to make a call. The schools and districts are being put in a
place of complete chaos. Please do the right thing and refer to the medical bodies who have
made a recommendation best for everyone.

8/14/2021 12:56 PM

1591

The masks are useless they do not stop the virus particles, they are uncomfortable and they
cause a already Self-conscious hormonal teenager to break out even further than they already
are. If they stopped the virus partials then there could be discussions if it was necessary to
mandate masks again. However there is another issue that comes into play. Not all masks are
equal. So unless you are going to make it mandatory that everyone has the same type of
disposable mask for safety protocols and supply disposable masks to everyone the same
issues still applies.

8/14/2021 12:53 PM

1592

Please mandate masks in all schools including High Schools as well. Vaccination rate is low
and high schools have large number of kids.

8/14/2021 12:50 PM

1593

The long-term harm to kids from masking is potentially enormous. Masking is a psychological
stressor for children and disrupts learning. Covering the lower half of the face of both teacher
and pupil reduces the ability to communicate. In particular, children lose the experience of
mimicking expressions, an essential tool of nonverbal communication. Positive emotions such
as laughing and smiling become less recognizable, and negative emotions get amplified.
Bonding between teachers and students takes a hit. Overall, it is likely that masking
exacerbates the chances that a child will experience anxiety and depression, WHICH ARE
ALREADY AT PANDEMIC LEVELS THEMSELVES.👈. Let the child choose, it is their face.

8/14/2021 12:50 PM

1594

This is a common sense thing kids are not vaccinated some teachers are not either. Please
make it universal because as seen individual people do not make good decisions on this
issue.

8/14/2021 12:48 PM

1595

Children below 12 need to be protected by us adults. They cannot be vaccinated. We must
wear masks when we interact with them.

8/14/2021 12:47 PM

1596

Please unmask our children. the best interest of our children should come first. We all know
young children have very very low risk of contracting and transmitting Covid. The mental
health issues that masking is causing for our children is far bigger than Covid ever well at their
age. Please consider only looking at our data in our county’s as well as data in our own
schools and school districts.

8/14/2021 12:46 PM

1597

Stop the nonsense. No masks.

8/14/2021 12:42 PM

1598

Please support mandatory vaccinations and masking in the elementary schools.

8/14/2021 12:41 PM

1599

My name is Kelley and I am a parent of an incoming cottonwood elementary school child. I am
Upset by your recent mask update as several weeks ago you said it was a families choice. We
have been preparing our daughter since that last update on what to expect so she can mentally
adjust to a big new school ahead of time. Now that I have had to tell her she’s wearing a mask
she is upset and confused why there is a change, if it’s her fault? You need a better
explanation for our young children aside from False data and accusations about vaccines and
delta variants. It is not these kids’ fault that our government, CDC, and state cannot figure out
the actual Truth about a flu like pandemic that is not affecting kids. The bigger issue I have is
that 5 year olds need to thrive their first year of elementary school. They need to adjust, learn
social skills, see their teachers smile and be proud of them. They are also STILL learning how
to even speak, use words correctly in context, annunciation, and learning to read. These

8/14/2021 12:39 PM
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masks are going to cause social anxiety and speech impediments in children that would have
never happened if adults used their brains and protected our children and fought for their rights
to a valid education. This isn’t fair, it isn’t right, and I am saddened that people In your position
would slap a mask on a 5 year old (let alone any child). Can you try a little harder for these
little ones to have exceptions and other options ? Like eating in classrooms, plastic face
shields ? Adults are mature enough to understand Covid and reasons for masks. Make adults
wear them, or vaccinate, or whatever it takes to get comfortable . Or make the parents get
vaccines, just leave 5 year olds alone. Thank you for your time and look forward to a
compassionate response . The main focus should be Education, our kids and what is best for
them should come First always .
1600

I will have 2 children ages 4 and 7 staring school in the Cherry Creek School District next
Tuesday. They are used to wearing masks and know that it keeps them and their community
safe. It is imperative that we continue to keep our most cherished and vulnerable population
protected when they are at school. We dutifully wore masks last year to protect teachers. Now,
we need the same mandates to protect our children when they cannot get vaccinated. Our
school had very low levels of transmission last year and that is because everyone was
masked and social distanced. I appreciate how hard you all have been working this past year
and I believe that you will continue to follow the science and do what is best for our children’s
safety.

8/14/2021 12:39 PM

1601

Children are going to catch the different virus that each season brings. Masks have
psychological consequences that science has yet to discover, such as the vaccines offered
under Emergency and Warp Speed.

8/14/2021 12:38 PM

1602

Masks should be optional. Especially for preschool age children.

8/14/2021 12:36 PM

1603

I do not believe making should be mandated in vaccinated individuals. Why did we get the
vaccine if we still have to wear a mask?!

8/14/2021 12:33 PM

1604

The science is clear, for the protection of our children, teachers and staff, masks should be
required. Please make them mandatory given the present circumstances we find ourselves
confronting.

8/14/2021 12:33 PM

1605

As a grandparent of a children under 12 years of age, I think it is critical to keep as safe as
possible, those who cannot be vaccinated, yet. Setting an expectation for masks to be worn
by all participants is one step in preventing the potential for a disastrous event if one of those
children were to become seriously ill from COVID19. This is more than an issue of individual
choice, this is an issue of public safety for a vulnerable population.

8/14/2021 12:27 PM

1606

My 6 year old grandson is in the Littleton school district. He has a serious lung condition which
would make him very susceptible to serious ramifications from a covid infection. The Delta
variant is a new virus, and it appears that it may cause more serious illness in children that the
original virus. Please issue a mask mandate at least for all grade schools in the try-county
area. My grandson's life is more important than the ability to read facial expressions. Thank
you.

8/14/2021 12:24 PM

1607

Masks do not work. Kids touch, pull down, take them off etc. Doesn't make sense to make
them wear them. I believe it is causing more harm then good.

8/14/2021 12:18 PM

1608

I am here as a teacher in DCSD and as a mother of 6 to implore you NOT to mandate masks
in our schools! It is a statistically proven that more children died from the flu than from COVID
alone. Where were masks then? If masks were so effective, why did we have so many
quarantines last year in school? I am not anti-vaccine or anti-masks. I respect EACH
FAMILY'S right to choose what works best for them! And that may change over the course of
this pandemic, which should be fine. Tri-County, or even the local school boards, should not
have the authority to force my family into anything. We have the freedom to choose. Please do
NOT make masks mandatory. If some families want to wear them, that is their choice. There
should be CHOICE for everyone.

8/14/2021 12:16 PM

1609

The Tri County Health organization in its entirety should keep itself completely OUT of the
business of trying to force unnecessary, inadequate and harmful orders of any kind. Masks kn
children effects their physiological development negatively. Mentally and emotionally children,
especially young ones NEED to have normal unnecessary censored social interactions. There
is also a proven link between play and learning. Taking away and/or censoring their social
activities and limiting or eliminating g.theie ability to use

8/14/2021 12:15 PM

1610

I am opposed to mandating masks for our students. I wrote a letter to our superintendent and

8/14/2021 12:14 PM
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copied Tri-County as well. The emotional Heath and well being of our kids far out ways any
"benefit " masking will provide. It is proven that masks do not prevent the particles from
spreading and this age group is not dying. People get sick every year from virus's and should
be allowed natural immunity. I have a senior at CCHS and an 8th grader at WEST and they will
not be wearing masks this fall. The hypocrisy that is happening is obvious, and I believe
political. Please do the right thing for our children. They deserve a normal childhood experience
and education.
1611

First, I refer to the well researched studies we have from the CDC clearly demonstrating the
incredible rise in COVID cases in the Southeastern US, including in vaccinated individuals who
are clearly transmitting the virus and getting ill, as well as the new risk to children for severe
cases that far exceeds what we saw this past year. I have been seeing a sharp increase in
patients getting symptomatic SARS/Cov2, including in vaccinated patients and young children,
in my practice. Prior to the arrival of Delta variant, almost all of my pediatric and teen patients
who contracted SARS/Cov2 were asymptotic or displayed very mild symptoms. Now they are
getting sick to the level of the flu. I am seeing entire families with young children sick,
including both vaccinated parents, requiring them to quarantine for 2-3 weeks while it runs
through the family, causing untold expanded for missed work and medical costs, including
long-COVID. Masks work. This is extremely well documented. Masks are safe. Also well
documented. Not requiring masks will clearly lead to a large spike in cases, especially in
children. I can see no justification, as a healthcare provider, to put children and our
communities at such risk to appease a small portion of the population who base their opinion
on emotion rather than science.

8/14/2021 12:09 PM

1612

We have only one tool to use to protect our children under 12 years old and that is a mask.
Also why use these children as an experiment to see if cases occur without a mask
mandate?? We know from data masks are what we can use to protect them without a vaccine
so we should not be taking any chances to seriously endanger small children or disrupt the
school year. It’s simply common sense.

8/14/2021 12:08 PM

1613

STOP this MADNESS!!! Children are at the lowest risk for catching covid! Yet, children are at
the highest risk for social, psychological and depression risk when forced to mask up! We
cannot continue to force our children to mask up, this is increasing their mental health and
resulting in increased drug, alcohol use and suicidal tendencies! Please protect our youth! The
children need their freedom! They need normalcy. We all need hope!

8/14/2021 12:04 PM

1614

Masking children is unnecessary especially preschoolers and kindergartens. This virus is not
highly dangerous to kids.

8/14/2021 12:03 PM

1615

THANK YOU! Thank you for requiring masks for two years old and up. Thank you for trusting
science and the American Academy of Pediatrics. Thank you for prioritizing science and facts
over the fear of the uneducated and misinformed. Thank you for ensuring my kids are given
the chance to stay healthy and safe when they are at school. I appreciate you doing whatever
it takes to keep our families safe.

8/14/2021 12:02 PM

1616

It is not your job to mandate masks in school. We are the parents and we decide what’s best
for our children and their health. It has been proven time and time again that masks DO NOT
keep you safe.

8/14/2021 12:01 PM

1617

If the Delta variant is more contagious than the alpha variant, and the Delta variant is 90% of
new cases, why wouldn’t we wear masks or quarantine? Although it is rare for breakthrough
infections for the vaccinated, that doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen. And for those of us that
have unvaccinated people in our homes like our children or immunosuppressed parents it’s
really dangerous for them. It doesn’t make any sense that we would take so many precautions
last year, and completely remove precautions this year. Likewise for quarantining, why wouldn’t
we quarantine classrooms where Covid is present when the entire class is unvaccinated, for
elementary school students for example. Taking more risks and her gear situation doesn’t
make any sense at all. Furthermore if the CDC is recommending indoor masking, why aren’t
we doing that

8/14/2021 11:58 AM

1618

Until vaccines are widely available for all children I think that all individuals who are interacting
with children as well as the kids themselves should be masked. The recent spikes we have
seen in unvaccinated areas are very alarming. It would be selfish for the adult community to
stop mask wearing At the expense of increased Covid cases for kids. We are all so used to
wearing masks. Let’s just continue for now. It is never going to cause harm only help. For the
sake of the kids mask up!

8/14/2021 11:55 AM
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1619

I support the right to choose if our kids wear masks or not

8/14/2021 11:53 AM

1620

Parents should be given the choice of whether or not their child should wear a mask in school.

8/14/2021 11:52 AM

1621

We have two kids in elementary school. My wife and I are fully vaccinated, but until our
children are eligible for the vaccine, feel strongly that all unvaccinated people, adults and kids,
should be required to wear masks while indoors.

8/14/2021 11:50 AM

1622

Our children’s MENTAL health is at much greater risk that the minimal risk associated with
children and the virus . These masks are dehumanizing and killing our children. STOP!

8/14/2021 11:49 AM

1623

Masks and other PPE are only truly effective in a controlled environment like a hospital or a
clinic. Someone must be able to go from an unsterile environment into a sterile environment
after decontamination efforts; a surgeon scrubs down, masks up and then goes into surgery.
He doesn’t touch his mask and he doesn’t reuse it. That’s how it is supposed to work.

8/14/2021 11:48 AM

1624

My 5 year old daughter should not be forced to wear a mask at school because of a virus that
does not attack younger kids her age. The mask has not been proven to work against the virus
anyway.

8/14/2021 11:45 AM

1625

We have spent 17 months dealing with a global pandemic that has changed our lives forever!
We are so close to being back to a normal place but many of our kids are not able to
vaccinated and countless others refuse the vaccine. The majority of kids I know would much
rather be in school wearing masks than on Zoom not wearing them. And these kids don’t feel
safe in schools when so many don’t think masks are not important. This is NOT the flu and
some of these kids will not recover or have long term effects due to getting COVID. Masks are
a very simple answer to a big problem.

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

1626

Let our children be mask free.

8/14/2021 11:42 AM

1627

Masking children is abusive and criminal. There are many studies coming out about all the
damage these masks are causing. We will pull our children from school if they force masks.

8/14/2021 11:40 AM

1628

Children are generally not affected by Covid. If they contract it, it is very low risk. Children
need to see faces to interact, make friends, read expressions. It is critical to their social and
emotional development. There is no reason to force them to wear masks. The science shows
that the virus particles are so small they can pass through any mask material. Masks are more
harmful than helpful. The sick wear masks, not the healthy.

8/14/2021 11:38 AM

1629

First of all, thanks for taking the time to read this. This is from a concerned parent of a child
with multiple delays, and parent who wants to decide how to handle her kids in situations.
There's a few points I want to make here. First, and probably the thing that is irritating me the
most, is I'm the parent of my kids. I liked the recommending masks, because I, as the parent,
could make my own decision. That's how it should be. I should get to decide when my kids
wear a mask. We already have to keep our kids home if they experience symptoms, I'm happy
to do that. If a parent wants their kid to wear a mask all the time for years to come because it
was less colds/flu to deal with, more power to them. Just don't tell me how to raise/handle my
kids in a given situation. I have my own concerns with a special needs child as to why a mask
doesn't work for us and how it effects my child's education. Another thing I'd like to point out is
mental health. I don't believe you guys have considered the mental stress this is putting on
kids. Your page said something about kids being bullied for wearing a mask. Okay, kids had to
wear them all last year. I don't believe there is a bullying concern, I believe it's the other way
around because parents who want masks are throwing words at parents who won't mask their
kids. I just simply don't believe the mental health concern you guys supposedly have is at the
right area. That's not where mental health concern needs to be pointed. Some kids are overstressing about the mask, or over-stressing about getting sick (again, it's the parent's job to
worry, not the kids). You're gonna give these kids PTSD. If they cough in the future, they're
going to panic. Some kids have anxiety like that. Kids are already struggling in school from all
of this. We shouldn't be giving them more reasons to worry and effect their academics. Some
kids are becoming depressed, because school is becoming a prison. It's not fun for them to go
to anymore. Something else I'd like to point out is there is absolutely no exemption or concern
for special needs kids. I would like to mention I have two kids going to school, but I am writing
this for concern to one. I have legitimate concerns to worry about. I have a child at the school
who is special needs, has a speech delay, a comprehension delay, has had other delays in the
past. We're about to have a meeting with his pediatrician about other things going on. He went
to summer school because of how much he regressed, and they put in his progress report how
mask-wearing effects his ability to communicate (and I am more than prepared to provide that

8/14/2021 11:37 AM
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statement). He is also repeating first grade, so this year is very important for us to get him
back on track (academically and with his therapies). I know some may ask how wearing a
mask can interfere with learning, but you'd be surprised, especially for a child with as many
delays as my son. For example, his speech is a two-way street. People can't understand him
through a mask, and he can't understand others. In addition, he has a comprehension issue.
Both in reading and in day-to-day life. My family goes through this every single day. He's a kid
you need to go over things more than once until he gets it. It's quite the combination to have. If
the teacher is trying to help him understand what he's supposed to be doing, but they're both
going back and forth on trying to figure out what the other is saying, it's going to be a mess.
How do I know? Because the times my kid has been willing to wear a mask and is talking to
me or anyone else, it's a disaster. He hasn't been one to always be okay wearing a mask in
public, because he simply can't process it. Or if he can't communicate, he gets frustrated and
angry. Again, I have plenty of paperwork from the majority of his 7 year life span to prove all of
this. To simply prove what we go through with him and how a mask can interfere. In regards to
the school setting, if he can't understand what the teacher is saying, or vice versa, that's
already going to effect his learning. Add on that he needs some extra guidance to begin with.
What's the teacher going to do if he has a bad day and is refusing? Does he get punished? Get
sent home (no, I'm not going to sit here and pick him up each time he has a bad day. He's at
school to learn, not worry about his mask.). There needs to be flexibility in this rule. Even kids
who don't have delays (younger kids-preschool and Kindergarten) are going to act out every
now and then. Last year, preschool didn't have to wear masks anyway, because we all know
how impossible it's going to be to get a 3/4 year old to ALWAYS wear a mask, every day, for 9
months straight. As I said, we already need this school year to provide education for our son to
get back on track and move forward with his academics. If this mask mandate causes him to
regress further, there's going to be a serious problem. I simply don't have the option to home
school my child. He needs to learn and pass first grade, he needs his therapies. Maybe the
most important, he needs to socialize with kids his own age. He needs to be exposed to kids
he's supposed to be talking like or processing things like. I am my child's biggest advocate. I
need to write this and fight for him, and other delayed children. I would just like to point out I
understand taking so many precautions at the time last year, but this is enough. We are in a
much different place than last year. Our kids need to experience school as school again. They
need to stop being punished. Parents need to decide what to do for their kids. It's not fair for
the school district to suddenly come out and change the rules only a few days before school
starts. That's not okay with us. The cold, the flu, croup will circulate our schools every single
year. Covid-19 will too. It's not going away, we all know it's going to be a recurring thing like the
flu. I sure am not going to make my kids mask up every single year whenever it's at its peak.
We don't do it for the flu or croup or bronchitis. I'm not saying masks shouldn't be allowed. I
don't care if other parents want to mask their kids up. I understand why they want to. On my
end, the risk of my kids mental health, education, etc. is greater. I don't want to be told what
level of risk I need to take things. I need to decide that and decide what's best for my kids.
There simply has to be other precautions schools can take that aren't as demeaning or risktaking on other factors. I also understand there isn't one universal rule to please everyone.
There is always going to be someone upset/mad. That can't cause these sudden rule changes.
I simply don't think it's okay to push a rule/mandate that has no wiggle room, even if the
majority of parents agree with it. There needs to be flexibility for those who need it. It needs to
be up to the parents. Thank you for taking the time to read all of this. I hope you understand
where I'm coming from and the concerns my family has for my son. I hope you guys are able
to come to terms with something useful for those that may need it. Yours Truly, Samantha
Gensch
1630

Masking is pointless. Let’s face it less than 5% of people actually wear masks properly. To
wear a mask properly you must wash your hands. Remove mask from container or packaging
without touching anything but the strings. Apply to face without touching anything but the
strings and then once again wash hands. Afterwards anytime you touch your mask you must
then, wash your hands. You must change it after two hours and any time you cough sneeze
and let’s face it talk for any amount of time. For kids to follow this it is unrealistic. Even with a
mask czar in every class doing nothing but monitoring face masks hygiene. And this doesn’t
take into count the loose masks and masks worn under the nose where covid actually lives.
There have been a grand total of 0 studies done on masking in the general public and if it has
actually reduced the spread of Covid. All we can do is look at the numbers and say we’ll
distancing, hand washing, lock downs and masking seems to work. None of these were
implemented without the others. If this was truly about the kids health and not political we
would look at things we know work and work well. Covid hates UV rays, ventilation and
humidity. It’s almost impossible (but it can happen) to spread Covid outside. If we want to help
kids be safe we must look into utilizing outdoor spaces, and far better ventilation indoors. In
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2019-2020 school year nationwide there were over 400 flu deaths in school aged children. The
number of school aged kids killed by Covid is below this number. We do not mask for the flu.
Children are not nearly as at risk as adults are for the effects of Covid. Even delta doesn’t
seem to be affecting them as much as it is adults. When looking at the data yes more kids will
be affected now then adults because half of adults are vaccinated leaving more kids at risk.
However there are less hospitalizations and deaths. Those numbers are way down. Then there
is the aspect of kids trying to learn with masks. Masks muffle sounds and block facial
expressions and lips. Making it harder for young kids to learn these vital social skills. It’s hard
to hear someone who is speaking with a mask on. There is also a certain mental aspect of
having to be masked for the good of the adults while ignoring what’s best for the children. We
are having them brunt most of the sacrifices. As TCPH I urge you to urge the FDA to approve
the vaccine for elementary aged students. As vaccines are proven to be safe and effective.
Those these vaccines should not be mandatory.
1631

I am a retired teacher/administrator/college professor, during my almost 50 year career there
was always one priority putting the safety/health of my students first. We are going through
probably the most difficult situation education and a educators will face in their career. It is a
time to put politics and personal feelings aside and do what s best for our children. In the
current surge of COVID we are going through, which does seriously effect children we as a
community and individuals need to protect the kids by mandating masks in schools and
vaccines for all those eligible. We must get our kids SAFELY back in school.

8/14/2021 11:35 AM

1632

Masks should be optional for kids to wear and up to the parents discretion.

8/14/2021 11:35 AM

1633

This mandate is not based on science. Masking is about control and not science, if it worked
you wouldn’t need a mandate. Mo mask mandate for anyone!!

8/14/2021 11:33 AM

1634

Thanks for taking away parents choice to choose what's best for their children. Students are
already struggling with the mental effects of masking and they have little to no chance of
having long lasting effects from covid, long term effects of masking are proving to be
detrimental. Do we mask to protect against the flu? No, even though it has killed more kids
than covid in a 12 month period by a factor of 10 times or greater. Take a stand for kids health,
mental and physical, and grow a back bone. You gave parents the choice to choose, a good
decision, before you choose to cowtail and cower before those parents that were vocal albeit a
minority opinion in this matter. How long will this mandate last?

8/14/2021 11:33 AM

1635

The cumulative number and current number of child hospitalization is low. Parents now have all
had the opportunity to be vaccinated, and vaccines work to prevent severe disease.

8/14/2021 11:25 AM

1636

Your question below is ridiculous. You've set it up to favor a mask mandate. You need to have
a 4th option - "I support the option to wear or not wear a mask for all students, staff and
faculty." Also, your data on your website is incomplete. Nowhere is there a breakdown of
hospitalizations by those with un underlying illness. That's extremely important. A person could
be hospitalized for elective surgery or a tonsilectomy but test positive for Covid and that
skews the numbers. Also, what's the criteria or goal so these poor students don't have to wear
a mask. The flu kills many, many more children yearly than Covid ever has. Why didn't your
board recommended a mask mandate yearly to stop flu deaths? You need to explain the
above.

8/14/2021 11:22 AM

1637

I have two children who have been vaccinated, but I also have two children that are too young
to be vaccinated. I find this Delta variant quite concerning, and I believe that all children in
schools should wear masks to protect the spread of covid. It would be devastating to me if my
older children were to pick it up from unmasked schoolmates and bring it home to their unable
to be vaccinated siblings.

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

1638

My 12 year old fully vaccinated daughter attends a charter school in Douglas County School
district. Please make masks mandatory at all schools. I have a 1 year old, and I am so worried
about her.

8/14/2021 11:18 AM

1639

Masking should be required for all in schools at this time until case numbers return to much
lower levels. Young children need to be protected. I am a retired educator.

8/14/2021 11:18 AM

1640

My children have been vaccinated and one of the reasons we made the decision to use an
unapproved vaccine was to ensure their ability to attend school, without masks, without
quarantine in a safe and more normal manner. Our kids have lost so much. We need to be ok
with some risk. The number one cause of death in kids over 10 in Colorado is suicide, not
Covid. Covid is not even on the list of leading causes of death in kids. It can be a serious

8/14/2021 11:16 AM
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illness for some, please prioritize sharing who is most at risk, people higher risk factors for bad
outcomes should be aware. Prioritize mask optional for vaccinated populations. Your question
below is misleading. Why should my children have to mask if they are vaccinated? If we are
that worried about vaccines, then enforce their use. No exceptions for measles, TDAP, etc. our
vaccine policy is laughable. It’s required, but not if you have an exemption and those are easy
to come by. Require online school for students who don’t vaccinate. Stop punishing all
because of a few. My vaccinated children do not need masks because some people chose not
to vaccinate. And we have to have some tolerance for risk- the goal line keeps changing and 0
transmission is not a reasonable or realistic goal.
1641

My child cannot be vaccinated and therefore is in a vulnerable position. We should be doing
everything we can to protect them as much as possible. This includes mask mandates.

8/14/2021 11:14 AM

1642

Don't be driven by fear! Don't be driven by Politics! Be driven by facts. Be brave and read
through all of this and read it in the meeting. Masks, whether surgical or cloth, worn by children
seven to eight hours a day for daily activity have never been evaluated for safety. No one can
say with certainty that we are not torturing children - there are literally no safety studies.
According to federal law, parents must be made aware of the following: (1) non-surgical masks
have only been approved for EUA, (2) the known and unknown benefits and risks including the
concerns raised by scientists regarding the long term risk of inhalation of nanoparticles, and (3)
that they have the right to refuse. Further, to be in compliance with federal law, there must be a
provision for submitting and recording adverse reactions to long term mask use. Have the
community be informed of the TRUTH and let the parents decide, each for his own child in
regards to masks all day, every day. Be driven by facts. And here are some: 1. Covid poses
almost no risk to our kids at all. 4.2 million children have tested positive for covid. A total of
0.008 percent of them have died. What about the flu, the CDC estimates that 480 Kids died
from the flu in the 2018 2019 season. That's more than have died from covid in a year and a
half. Did anyone on this board suggested at any point that year the kids wear masks for flu,
which again, is more dangerous to kids then covid? That's a fact. 2. By forcing our kids to
wear a mask all day every day we are exposing them to a variety of pathogens that can risk
their lives more than 0.008 the covid can. Here is a lab results –
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ycclwqth65bp8vd/Town%20hall%20article.pdf?dl=0 and also:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q03yr3s51jaq412/236571963_10165521589865113_5338249592567
839679_n.jpg?dl=0 3. here is Dr. MacDonald Testimony, a pediatrician testifying that Masking
Children is CHILD ABUSE - https://www.instagram.com/tv/CR2NqkpjLDr/?utm_medium=co 4.
By forcing our kids to wear masks every day all day we are exposing them to Carbon Dioxide –
here is the clinical trial https://www.dropbox.com/s/39s4x64603fhjik/JAMA%20mask%20CO2%20study.pdf?dl=0 5.
Can you show any evidence of the safety for long term mask use in children? On August 12,
2020 a public records request was submitted to the CDC requesting any safety studies on the
long term mask use of children and pregnant women. They were unable to provide any such
data. In many places there were dozens of reports of children experiencing physical and
mental harm from wearing masks in school including collapsing during recess, severe
migraines, vomiting, anxiety, and depression. There are no safety studies on long term mask
use in children. There has been no informed consent on the right to refuse this EAU medical
intervention as outlined in federal l aw. There is no place to report adverse events following the
use of this medical intervention given Emergency Use Authorization. This is a human rights
violations we just cannot accept. 6. There are scientists who are warning of the risks of inhaled
nanoparticles from masks: Need for assessing the inhalation of micro(nano)plastic debris shed
from masks, respirators, and home-made face coverings during the COVID-19 pandemic
“There seems to be, however, an important piece missing in the suite of standards and
volumes of research on inhalable environmental contaminants. None of these standards,
including the ASTM standards and NIOSH regulation, which are adopted by the FDA in
regulating medical face masks and surgical respirators in the U.S. (F DA, 2020a) , regulate
respirable debris such as micro(nano)plastics that may be present in these products. In fact,
such neglect is not unique to US standards: a review of current ISO standards, EU standards
and Chinese standards on masks and respirators found no information pertinent to this
particular type of hazard. With these becoming a necessity for many in their daily life and
work, questions must be raised over this apparent regulatory gap concerning their long-term
use safety. This is especially important given that there is already a growing body of evidence
on the inhalation of micro(nano)plastics and their adverse effects in humans and animals
(Prata, 2018) .” “Whether these plastic debris could cause stress and inflammation in the
human respiratory tract and exacerbate vulnerability to viral infection is a further question that
warrants investigation. ” “A special note must be given on home-made cloth face coverings.
For fabrics repurposed as face masks, as per the current guidelines by the CDC (Centers for
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Disease Control and Prevention CDC, 2020) , debris is likely to be generated from cutting and
tearing...Detergent residues and lint generated from machine laundering and tumble drying may
also be present as inhalable contaminants in washed garments.”
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7537728/ 7. As countries around the globe and
states across the country have not required masks and have not experienced any detriment to
their children, it is illogical to assume that masks in CO schools are the only impediment to the
spread of SARS-Cov-2. A study from Sweden earlier this year showed negligible viral impact
despite no mask use: Despite Sweden’s having kept schools and preschools open, we found a
low incidence of severe Covid-19 among schoolchildren and children of preschool age during
the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. Among the 1.95 million children who were 1 to 16 years of age, 15
children had Covid-19, MIS-C, or both conditions and were admitted to an ICU, which is equal
to 1 child in 130,000. In Sweden wearing face masks was not mandatory.
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2026670 8. The Swedish study confirmed the
Ireland study released in May 2020 which showed, despite children still participating in choir
and band with wind instruments, that there were no cases of onward transmission: No
Evidence of Secondary Transmission of Covid-19 from Children Attending School in Ireland,
2020 In summary, examination of all Irish pediatric cases of Covid-19 attending school during
the pre-symptomatic and symptomatic periods of infection (n = 3) identified no cases of
onward transmission to other children or adults within the school and a variety of other
settings. These included music lessons (woodwind instruments) and choir practice, both of
which are high-risk activities for transmission. Furthermore, no onward transmission from the
three identified adult cases to children was identified.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7268273/ 9. The warning on the masks box
itself says: “WILL NOT PROVIDE ANY PROTECTION AGAINST COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS)
OR OTHER VIRUSES OR CONTAMINANTS. Wearing an ear loop mask does not reduce the
risk of contracting any disease or infection.” See link for fact:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fp70z7jh8xoe7ef/1.png?dl=0 10. Americas Frontline Drs wrote:
Masks are ineffective for the purpose claimed by the mandate, potentially harmful, and only
authorized for use by an EUA. Here is the full letter and you can see all facts in the link at the
bottom of the document.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j9bjciwvvca83hj/Americas%20Frontline%20Drs%20on%20masking
%20kids.pdf?dl=0. 11. Another amazing opportunity to get more fact straight. An open letter to
the board members and superintendents with more fact in regards to force masking kids:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hjtz7z8ok13uczq/Letter-to-Governor-RE-Mask-Policy-ViolatesFederal-Law.pdf?dl=0 12. Inform the community about their RIGHT TO REFUSE Regardless of
“guidance” from local and state health departments, State and Federal Anti- Discrimination
Laws, Federal laws protecting sincerely held religious beliefs, disabilities, and medical
conditions, State Health Codes, and Federal Laws for “Emergency Use Authorization”
supersede guidance. “Emergency Use Authorization” means any product, facility, etc. with this
designation must be voluntary, which currently includes masks, PCR testing, covid vaccines,
mRNA technology, and labs which are all currently EUA authorized. Under 21 U.S.C. § 360bbb3, “Authorization for medical products for use in emergencies”: (ii) Appropriate conditions
designed to ensure that individuals to whom the product is administered are informed — (I) that
the Secretary [of Health and Human Services] has authorized the emergency use of the
product; (II) of the significant known and potential benefits and risks of such use, and of the
extent to which such benefits and risks are unknown; and (III) of the option to accept or refuse
administration of the product, of the consequences, if any, of refusing administration of the
product, and of the alternatives to the product that are available and of their benefits and risks.
Some employers misunderstand Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)
guidance on mandates. Regardless of whether these products are under EUA, or move into full
licensure, anti-discrimination laws, both State and Federal, still apply regardless of mandates
or product authorization. Even the EEOC stated recently that “EUA recognized protections that
must be afforded to employees seeking exemption from vaccination [or other] requirements
due to medical conditions or sincerely held religious beliefs.” The following Federal and State
Laws continues to ensure protection in numerous ways including sincerely held religious
beliefs, medical conditions, disability, or other unstated condition. • the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), • the Rehabilitation Act (including the requirement for reasonable
accommodations and non-discrimination based on disability as well as strict rules about
employer-mandated or employer-led medical examinations and inquiries), • Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act (which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, national origin, religion, and
sex, including pregnancy), • the Age Discrimination in Employment Act (which prohibits
discrimination based on age, 40 or older), • the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act, and
• other federal, state and local laws that may provide employees with additional protections.
We are protected by the Federal and State Health codes that have codified both the
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Nuremberg Code and The Declaration of Helsinki. Declaring “that medical experimentation on
human subjects is vital for the benefit of mankind, however such experimentation shall be
undertaken with due respect to the preciousness of human life and the right of individuals to
determine what is done to their own bodies.” Without consent or willful failure to obtain
consent; damages and penalties, fines, and imprisonment, will follow. Humans are protected
through a “bill of rights'' and must be given the opportunity to decide to consent or not to
consent to a medical experiment without the intervention of any element of force, fraud, deceit,
duress, coercion, or undue influence on the subject’s decision. All of the above implies it is
indisputable there must be clear communication on the right to refuse these procedures for
children, persons, and employees, without retaliation. I have not been sufficiently provided the
right to refuse for myself or my child. In compliance with State and Federal Law, I am able to
make my own informed decision on behalf of myself or a minor, under my guardianship. I am
informed of the risks of these medical procedures and choose to opt out and exercise my right
to refuse While I recognize the importance of the medical response to the Covid-19 Pandemic,
I do not consent or agree to mandatory or “required” testing, the new CV injection, or
participation in numerous EUA programs. I also understand I (or my child) cannot be
discriminated against through removal of in-person instruction, employment, or penalized
hereafter. Failure to respect this right to refuse notice presents a number of serious ethical,
medical, economic, and legal risks. 13. German study finds low Covid-19 infection rate in
schools: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1enwEe7U9vdNe0AnLhF9GIxOBR79VSoHF/view 14.
Authorization for medical products for use in emergencies – EUA Language - none can be
mandated: https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/21/360bbb-3 15. MASKS ARE
INEFFECTIVE AND IN MANY WAYS THEY HARM. This document list more evidence and
facts in regards to forcing our kids to wear a mask:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dk99ynww1vre6mt/NOTICE%20of%20liability%20%20fill%20in.pdf?dl=0 16. A May 2020 meta-study on pandemic influenza published by the US
CDC found that face masks had no effect, neither as personal protective equipment nor as a
source control. https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article?
fbclid=IwAR1LNJSzVbrprKdSojGSC9npwew6lsmYwpQ_bIxWNTBng6zrXQYWd1F_qA4 I do
have more facts if you would like to read further but I think I have given you enough food for
thought. Please read through the facts and don’t abuse our young kids and teachers.
1643

It is cruel to expect young children to wear a mask all day!!

8/14/2021 11:12 AM

1644

Please allow our children (especially the children of vaccinated parents) to have a normal
school year without masks and with normalcy.

8/14/2021 11:11 AM

1645

Make mask mandates optional!!

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

1646

As an educator and community member, I am very concerned about the current status of the
mask mandate. I work in a middle school, and my number one priority is to provide my
students with a safe and healthy place to learn along with keeping schools open this year, and
the current mask mandate for pre-K-6th grade students is going to make that very difficult.
With only strongly encouraging masks for students 7th grade and above and no other
mandated health or safety protocols in place at school right now, such as social distancing or
smaller class sizes, all students are still at risk of catching the virus, regardless of vaccination
status. The highly contagious Delta variant is running rampant through our community, and it is
a matter of time before it impacts our schools. Though strongly recommending older students
wear a mask is a start, it does not ensure that all students will have safe place to learn and
thus creates an equity issues. A universal mask mandate would ensure a better level of safety
for all students while allowing them to continue to learn in a more normal capacity. Additionally,
our focus should be keeping staff members at school, and the current mask mandate does not
take educators of upper middle school and high schools students in to account. Students need
their teachers at school now more than ever, and putting secondary teachers in a position of
potentially being exposed to the virus literally over a hundred times a day greatly increases the
chances of teachers getting sick, and therefore putting student learning in jeopardy. There is a
state wide substitute teacher shortage that has already made a devastating impact on learning,
and leaving mask wearing to personal choice is going to further this issue as educators stand
a high risk of getting sick. On a more personal note, I need to also keep the best interest of
my family in mind. By working in a school where masks are strongly encouraged but not
mandated for all students and staff, I am putting myself and my family at risk every time I go
to work. I believe we all deserve a safe place to work, and educators are no exception to that.
Ultimately, we need to accept that we are still teaching during a pandemic, and we need to
protect the health and safety of all people at school.

8/14/2021 11:09 AM

1647

Please make masks in schools required. Since we have no way of knowing the vaccination

8/14/2021 11:09 AM
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status and not enough teenagers are vaccinated, it’s easier on teachers if it’s just required of
everyone. It keeps us all safe and keeps us in school.
1648

I believe that parents know their children and what is best for them and it should be a parental
decision. Tri county can certainly advise and give opinion but the ultimate decision to be up to
the parents. Wearing masks hinders the ability to learn and the kids have suffered enough
academically in the last 18 months. We have a virus, like the flu that probably isn’t going
anywhere and we need to learn to live our lives with it just like we do the flu. Plus data shows
the masks are

8/14/2021 11:09 AM

1649

I’m an elementary teacher who’s been vaccinated. I would like to have the option on wearing a
mask indoors. Sometimes I think it’s important for kids to see their teachers face, smile,
expressions, etc. the masks make us look almost robot looking. I support masking but think it
should be a choice for those who have been vaccinated.

8/14/2021 10:59 AM

1650

A strict mask mandate without any considerations is wrong. My 6 year old sucks on her mask
every time she is made to wear one. Not only does the wet mask no longer protect her- I’m
wondering how does it potentially hurt her? Mask mandates don’t consider the harm if worn
incorrectly. The majority of children wear dirty masks repeatedly for days/weeks at a time.
That is not how masks help anyone and you know that. Young children are not mature enough
to wear one properly so why would we mandate that they do??

8/14/2021 10:58 AM

1651

I am very upset by the decision to mandate masks in the K-6 classrooms. Masking should be
optional and up to the students and their families. Masks are harmful to kids on both physical
and emotional levels. Children have experienced great psychological, behavioral and physical
harm from the mandates and lockdowns handed down during the Covid-19 pandemic. Suicide
rates, anxiety and depression have risen dramatically among children. Additionally, the science
of mask wearing has not been proven in preventing the spread of Covid-19 and remains
controversial. Lastly, children children 18 and younger have a 99.997% rate of surviving this
virus according to the CDC’s data. Students and their families should be allowed to choose
whether or not they want to where a mask at school.

8/14/2021 10:55 AM

1652

My daughter started Kindergarten last year during the pandemic where masks were mandatory.
Your first year of school is all about pronouncing letter sounds, recognizing letters, feelings and
face expressions. With a mask on, the teacher can’t see how you are pronouncing the letters,
the teachers can’t see if you are struggling under your mask, the teachers can’t tell if you are
about to cry because you are frustrated under your mask. Masks should not be mandated in
school. Our kids need to be taught by teachers who can see their full faces with feelings and
laughter. Our kids should have the right to wear a mask or not but don’t make it mandatory,
especially for our youngest kids in elementary school.

8/14/2021 10:53 AM

1653

I believe masks should be at the parents discretion

8/14/2021 10:52 AM

1654

The evidence is quite clear that masking provides a sufficient degree of protection for both the
vaccinated and unvaccinated. Except for a limited few with outstanding medical conditions, it
is not a burden to the individual to use them in indoor.

8/14/2021 10:51 AM

1655

I support universal mask mandates to help avoid another shut down and protect not only our
health but the financial health of our community. Many businesses and personal finances
cannot withstand another shutdown.

8/14/2021 10:43 AM

1656

My 11 year old has no opportunity for vaccination and I am both immunocompromised and
immunosuppressed. My 15 year old started Heritage this past week. Her report back home
was she either the only or one of two or three masked per class. Statistically, it is not possible
all those nit wearing masks are vaccinated. Recommendations are not being followed. It must
be a mandate.

8/14/2021 10:41 AM

1657

I support masking in all indoor school settings regardless of vaccination status. As a public
school teacher, I have watched my colleagues, students, and their families fall ill, get
quarantined, endure remote learning, rinse, and repeat for the past year and a half. Getting
vaccinated is the best way to be protected from the virus, however, many families choose not
to do this, as is currently their right. Wearing masks provides a necessary layer of protection
against the virus - for my students, their families, my colleagues, and my family, especially
considering the Delta and now, Lambda variants’ spread. If we want to avoid quarantines and
remote learning, let alone more illness, including the lasting effects, and deaths, we simply
must mask. I’m tired of wearing one too, and it undoubtedly makes being an educator more
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difficult. However, there’s no question it’s worth the inconvenience to keep each other healthy
and at school in-person.
1658

Let the parents decide if the want their children to wear a mask. Not your job to make those
decisions for them.

8/14/2021 10:31 AM

1659

The smartest thing you did was mandate masks based in science. Make it for ALL children!

8/14/2021 10:31 AM

1660

I have two children that attend Littleton Public Schools…both are so much happier attending
schools without masks. They consistently comment about how they enjoy seeing the teachers
and classmates faces and facial expressions.

8/14/2021 10:30 AM

1661

Forcing students and teachers to wear masks in schools is causing irreversible damage to
emotional and academic well being. Wearing a mask is not a solution. 100% of students were
giving the choice to stay home for school or to go in person. At this point, if you choose in
person schooling, you should have the choice to either wear a mask or not wear a mask.
Making it mandatory for all students and teachers is unreasonably unfair. In fact it is torture
and is causing damage psychologically, emotionally, academically, and killing the morale in
schools. Teachers are are not paid enough for this and are quitting. Tri county says they are
following science???! I question this as the student positivity rates are very LOW!

8/14/2021 10:30 AM

1662

I strongly support indoors masking in our schools. Frankly, I was shocked and disappointed
when my district announced that they would not require masks, particularly in the elementary
schools where students are too young to be vaccinated. I homeschooled my child last year
because of the uncertainly at the beginning of the school year, but had decided to send her
back because the schools did such a good job keeping the children safe last year. I assumed
that the districts would follow the advice of the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics.
When I spoke with district employees about the lack of a mask mandate, they merely
emphasized that it was a "recommendation, not a requirement." Why would they ignore a
recommendation that could provide a level of protection to children and some small comfort to
parents who worry every day about whether they're making the right choice in sending their
children to school? The night before school started, I slept only two hours, then nearly threw up
in the morning, riddled with anxiety for my unvaccinated children. I struggled to smile and
pretend to be happy for my daughter, who was so excited to be entering a school building for
the first time in a year and a half. I spoke with numerous parents who felt similarly. We no
longer have faith in the school district to put our children's safety ahead of politics. Please take
the necessary steps to ensure that our children are protected in school.

8/14/2021 10:30 AM

1663

For the teachers, kids, and families at home, everyone should be wearing masks regardless of
vaccination status

8/14/2021 10:28 AM

1664

As a former athletic high school coach of six years, I do NOT support forcing all kids to wear
masks. We have a much greater crisis in our schools, mental health, and that is where I
believe our focus should be. This should be a decision left to families to make for themselves.

8/14/2021 10:28 AM

1665

Follow the science not political talking points. Cloth masks do nothing and children aren’t in
danger. Stop the insanity.

8/14/2021 10:27 AM

1666

I am a high school teacher, and parent of high school kids. We are vaccinated. Unfortunately
people have demonstrated behaviors that force a mask mandate. We cannot trust that the
unvaccinated will mask to prevent the spread and protect the vulnerable. Our youngest people
don't yet have a vaccine option. I worry most for them. I want nothing more than to go mask
free...i can't, in good faith , do that without endangering our most precious commodity.

8/14/2021 10:27 AM

1667

These kids have been through enough. Please let them choose if they want to wear a mask.
You claim the mandate can maybe help mental health, but I think it will hurt it for the kids
social developing.

8/14/2021 10:25 AM

1668

I urge the Board of Health to mandate masking indoors in schools. Especially for those
ineligible to be vaccinated. I also urge all travers to be masked as well.

8/14/2021 10:25 AM

1669

Since not all students are old enough for the vaccine, they deserve to be protected from virus.
This is extremely important right now with the Delta variant being two times more contagious. I
also want the teachers and staff to be protected since more and more breakthrough cases are
happing. I understand masks are required for some, but regardless of vaccination status, the
CDC is recommending everyone wears masks. Please start the school year off with masks
required for everyone instead of waiting for things to get worse than they already are.

8/14/2021 10:24 AM
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1670

As of now, masks are optional for students at all grade levels. My 5th grader at Sandburg
reports that only about half of the students are wearing masks. Given that cases are triple
what they were when school started in 2020, and that the Delta variant is reported to be almost
as contagious as chicken pox, this is highly inappropriate and dangerous. I'm sure I'm not the
only one who remembers half of my class getting knocked out with chicken pox within a
week's time back in second grade. And unlike the chicken pox, where the illness was just
limited to children because most adults had already had it, in this case children can bring
COVID home to the higher risk adults in their families. For example, besides the two children
in my family who are too young to be vaccinated, I am pregnant and therefore at higher risk,
my husband is a frontline healthcare worker who puts himself at enough risk as it is, and my
mother is currently undergoing chemotherapy for cancer. We have all been vaccinated, but with
the breakthrough cases seen with delta, that is not as comforting as it should be. I have also
seen on parent forums that parents are advising each other not to test their kids for COVID at
all so they can avoid the mandatory 10 day quarantine if the results come back positive. With
so many irresponsible people out there, our best and only line of defense, aside from moving
to virtual schooling, is mask wearing. At the very least they should be required throughout
elementary schools, where we know that 100% of the student body is not vaccinated yet. Our
school did such a great job last year keeping kids and families healthy by requiring masks the
whole year, and I would hate for my children to be pushed into quarantines and virtual
schooling this year because the proper steps aren't taken.

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

1671

I am an Arapahoe County parent, and it is my very strong preference that masks are not
mandated in our schools. It’s my hope that TCHD will offer the flexibility by making a
recommendation and not a mandate or public health order related to masks for students in any
setting. I believe the data is firmly on the side of this position. The policy response to COVID
— particularly as applied to children — has been, at best, inept. We now have nearly a yearand-a-half’s worth of data. Not to use that data to craft better policies and create better
outcomes for our children would be simply unconscionable. That data tells us several key
things that argue strongly against masking children. That is to say (all of these claims are
supported with data and links below): - Children are at extremely low risk from death,
hospitalization, or other adverse events due to COVID-19. They face a 3-4x higher mortality
risk from flu vs. COVID and a 10x risk of suicide. - Even with Delta, children are at extremely
low risk, with some data suggesting that pediatric hospitalization rates for Delta are less than
half what they were for earlier variants. - Children are NOT super-spreaders. They are not the
reservoir of COVID-19 that is “prolonging the pandemic.” Multiple contact tracing studies have
shown that the R0 for children is actually BELOW one, meaning it is mathematically
impossible for them to drive this epidemic. They are epidemiological dead ends. - Mask
mandates–especially in schools–do not reduce school or community transmission. With these
facts in hand, it becomes clear that if we are to continue masking children for COVID with
vaccines universally available to those at risk, there will be no logical point at which we can
un-mask them. Even with widespread vaccination of children for COVID-19, using the
arguments currently in vogue, the greater lethality of flu would counsel permanent masking to
limit its spread. Of course, the CDC’s own data shows that masking does NOT limit its
transmission (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article). If we do not take this
off-ramp for masking, there will be no other. Supporting data: - Children are at extremely low
risk from COVID: As of now, there are 332 deaths of children with COVID in the U.S. This
compares to about 450/year in a normal flu season — and remember, these 332 deaths
occurred during TWO COVID seasons. Beyond that, the CDC has noted that 35% of these
deaths could not possibly have had anything to do with COVID (e.g., they were car accidents,
suicides, etc.). Thus, the actual number is not possibly above 219. Of these, virtually all were
extremely ill with other conditions. Researchers from Johns Hopkins recently found a mortality
rate of ZERO for children who were not extremely ill with prior conditions, like leukemia. Nor
does this reflect lower spread due to our world-breaking interventions. The CDC estimates that
through May, 2021, there were 27 million COVID infections in children (23 million
symptomatic). Using the number of deaths where COVID might actually have been causal,
this yields a maximum infection fatality rate (IFR) of 0.001% for symptomatic infection in
children. This compares to around 12.5 million symptomatic flu infections in the same age
group in any given year, which, with an average of 450 deaths, yields an IFR of 0.003%. Thus
COVID is significantly less dangerous for children than flu — 3-4x less deadly depending on
the year — even without a vaccine. The risk of hospitalization is also miniscule. Again, on 23
million symptomatic infections, the CDC estimates there to have been 209,000 pediatric
hospitalizations—a rate of 0.9%. The rate for flu is ~0.4%, approximately half that of COVID.
However, here, too, there are caveats. A recent study found that 45% of pediatric COVID
hospitalizations were in no way related to COVID. This would bring pediatric hospitalization
rates for COVID in line with those for flu. There is, of course, the question of “Long COVID” in

8/14/2021 10:22 AM
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kids. Once again, there is much more heat than light here. In a recent study, researchers found
no difference in long-COVID symptoms in children who had antibodies for COVID, vs. those
who did not — i.e., those who were never infected. From all of these data, it should be clear
that, at a minimum, if we are going to mask children to prevent COVID, logically we must
mask them for flu as well. Is that what we want? What are the trade-offs? When it comes to
children, their risk of death from suicide (under normal circumstances) is nearly 10-fold
higher than their risk of death from COVID. I did not choose this statistic at random — I
believe this is a potential trade-off to masks that is not being considered. The sense of
isolation and alienation created by masks seems likely to aggravate this much more serious
risk. If the risk of suicide were increased by masking and distancing by even 1%, it would
need to be offset by a reduction in pediatric COVID deaths of at least 10%. Given the very
fragile nature of the children who have died from COVID, that is extremely unlikely.
Unfortunately, no concern has been given to the potential downsides of masks by public health
officials, especially when it comes to children. - Delta has NOT changed the game. Children
are STILL at extremely low risk from hospitalization or death from COVID. The same applies
for Delta, which, while more transmissible, appears to be less deadly, not more, for children. In
the UK, where Delta has come and gone, hospitalization rates for children with Delta were
nearly 50% lower. Data from the CDC shows that pediatric hospitalizations are at nearly
identical levels as last year at this time, and significantly lower than winter peaks. The most
recent data from HHS shows just 2 pediatric hospitalizations in Massachusetts — and a winter
peak of just 20, out of a population of 1.5 million children in the state. - Children are not SuperSpreaders—Even Unvaccinated - The original rationale for masking kids was that they were
super-spreaders — that while they wouldn’t get sick, they might “kill grandma.” In fact, they are
not super-spreaders. This study from the CDC found that each student infection generated an
additional 0.77 infections (27 student infections yielded 21 additional infections clearly related
to a student), while each teacher generated an additional 2.6 infections—3.4 times the rate of
the children. This is important because it shows that children are effectively dead ends when it
comes to transmission — even unvaccinated. 0.77 is effectively the R0 for children, meaning
that they CANNOT be responsible for driving community transmission. A similar — but much
larger — study of 400,000 children in Germany found that children generated just 0.25 cases
for each infection, while teachers generated 1.1—4-fold more. Interestingly, the children were
not masked in this study except at the end, when cases rose significantly. Children’s lower
transmission rates appear to protect not just them, but those around them. In Florida,
where 98% of the school year was offered to students full-time and in-person, and where 20
districts were mask-optional for the full year, the case rate for children was 0.088%, per week
—i.e., less than 1 child in 1000 contracted COVID/week. For Floridians not associated with
schools, the weekly case rate was 2.4 times that, 0.214% (( 1.66m infections – (these
infections))/18.3 M non-teacher-staff, non-student population)/37weeks). To underscore the
“protective effect” provided by these kids’ lower transmission rates, teachers and staff in
Florida schools contracted COVID at less than half the rate of other Floridians—0.11%/week
(13,991 infection/~329K teachers and staff/37 weeks). Furthermore, researchers analyzing
Florida, Massachusetts, and New York schools found that there was NO association between
school mask mandates and case rates either in the school, or the community. - Mask
Mandates — especially in schools — do not impact school or community transmission - In the
study noted above, the authors state, “We do not see a correlation between mask mandates
and COVID-19 rates among students.” A longitudinal study consistently shows no impact of
mask mandates on either in-school transmission or community transmission. In fact, the rate
of transmission is routinely higher in both schools and the community in areas where masks
are mandated. Other research has shown that, more broadly, there is no impact from masking
on case transmission rates. With all of this, the only possible remaining rationale for masking
children is to protect adults who chose not to be vaccinated. Given that vaccines are available
to all adults who want them and that children never saw any increased mortality — including
extremely fragile children — this rationale seems specious. Indeed, in Massachusetts, there
has been no excess death in any age group under 65 since June of 2020. For any people who
may still be at-risk in these older groups, even after widespread vaccine availability, it seems
far more prudent to develop measures that allow them to protect themselves (e.g., N-95s or
greater), rather than continue to sacrifice the well-being of our children. While there is no
excess mortality among children in ANY state, if there are parents who feel their children are at
greater risk, developing tailored mitigation strategies to support those families would be far
more prudent — particularly given that mask mandates in schools have no impact on in-school
transmission. Universally masking in schools, while very visible and socially invasive, sadly
appears to do nothing to protect the vulnerable in those populations. Finally, as you make your
decisions, I hope that you will bear in mind the seasonal nature. Even with extremely
widespread vaccination, the seasonal patterns appear to persist (peaks in southern U.S. states

568 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
were off by only 1 week from last year’s). In Iceland, where 75% of the population — i.e., all of
the adult population — is completely vaccinated, the case rate is identical to ours in the U.S.
Again, this is not because the epidemic is being driven by unvaccinated children —
mathematically, it can’t be. This is because the vaccines, while very effective at reducing
severe illness and death, appear to be far less effective at limiting infection and transmission.
Thus, should you choose to make masks a recommendation, rather than a requirement, I hope
you will think about what course of action you will take when our inevitable winter case surge
arrives. I hope you will elect to keep masks optional at that time, too, given their lack of
impact on in-school transmission and the efficacy of the vaccines in preventing serious
disease in the at-risk population. Thank you for taking the time to read this. I realize that this
is a very anxious time for many adults, and I appreciate how challenging your position is. I
hope that hearing as many perspectives as possible will help you in your decision-making
process. Sincerely, Amy Kelly
1672

Let kids be kids and allow them some normalcy in their lives.

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

1673

I feel masking should be the choice of the parents.

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

1674

1. Please consider: last year our school did an excellent job keeping up w new protocols and
kept children in cohorts which worked well. 2. Summer camp went off without a hitch 3. When
we read the concerns listed for the reasoning regarding a new mask mandate, the concern
about bullying (although it might be valid) it is NOT A PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE - bullying needs
to be dealt with on an administrative basis directly with parent / child. 5. Several studies, which
we can now cite, show masking to be harmful to children’s health. Personally we have
witnessed a greater need in our child’s age group for speech therapy, due to masks on
teachers etc. costly and frustrating 6. At this point it should be up to each family to decide how
much they want to mask / immunize / etc as we move forward in this world. 7. You do not
have an option in your section 4 on this form that says “I SUPPORT PARENTS MAKING
THEIR OWN CHOICE REGARDING THE HEALTH OF THEIR CHILD”

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

1675

Students at Heritage High School are not wearing masks, only 10% or less are making the
choice to mask. It feels extremely unsafe with the Delta variant. Clearly parents are not doing
the right thing for public health and safety at our LPS school. Please instate a mask mandate
until Covid is no longer a concern. We have two family members with cancer, and we would
like to be able to visit them without feeling such a huge risk to their health. Science matters,
and doing the right thing matters during a pandemic!

8/14/2021 10:16 AM

1676

I am a Pediatrician who takes care of hospitalized children and adolescents with COVID19
illness and pandemic related mental health issues everyday. I believe that a universal school
mask mandate is the right way to keep our kids in school and safe. Safe both from COVID19
and safe from potential bullying related to individual decisions regarding mask wearing. As
public health officials it is your job to make sure best medical evidence and science guide our
decisions, rather than our elected officials who are under political and social influences. Please
use your evidence based authority and make masks mandatory in all school settings!

8/14/2021 10:16 AM

1677

Tri-County health should do the right thing and mandate masking indoors at a minimum in all
elementary schools in counties with high Covid transmission rates. If there are SIMPLE things
we can do to mitigate the risk to our children, we should do them. Wearing a mask is not hard,
the kids don't mind it at all (adults are the ones with issues), and the science behind the
effectiveness of masks is undeniable. Stop kowtowing to the misinformed and follow the
recommendations of the experts.

8/14/2021 10:16 AM

1678

Masking in schools is essential to protect our kids and limit the spread of Covid-19. It is the
very minimum we can do to keep our community healthy.

8/14/2021 10:15 AM

1679

Students <12 can not get vaccinated as yet so I feel we have an obligation to protect them.
Students >12 can be vaccinated, but unfortunately many and their families have not been
therefore I feel masks are necessary.

8/14/2021 10:15 AM

1680

Masking disregards over 100 years of medical practice and is not beneficial to learning and
actually creates more harm in education of children.

8/14/2021 10:14 AM

1681

Charter schools did not require masks for K-6 last year and not once did my friend’s child have
to quarantine. My son had to wear a mask and was quarantined 3 times. There were more
deaths from the flu in previous years yet no masks or vaccine mandates were given out for the
flu. At some point our children will need to build up their immune systems and need to return to
normal. They have already fallen behind academically. Do not hold them back for another year.

8/14/2021 10:13 AM
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1682

Thank you for using science and data to support the safety of our children under 12.

8/14/2021 10:13 AM

1683

For the health of myself, my family, and especially my grandchildren who are not yet old
enough to be vaccinated, I support mask wearing for students and staff in classrooms across
Littleton school district and the Tri-County area. I am also open to mask mandates in public
places such as churches, restaurants and grocery stores. I couldn’t wait to get rid of my mask,
but it’s back on again in public spaces. If everyone had worn them a bit longer in the first
round, my guess is that we wouldn’t be having to do it now. Thanks.

8/14/2021 10:12 AM

1684

With the impact virus variants are having on children, combined with the lack of a vaccine,
masking is the least we can do. I suspect remote learning will not be out of the picture for the
entire school year.

8/14/2021 10:10 AM

1685

Should be an option

8/14/2021 10:09 AM

1686

I am in support of masks in school in order to keep kids physically in school. I am also in
support of mandatory vaccination for those who are eligible.

8/14/2021 10:08 AM

1687

We have been doing our duty to protect our school. I see student struggling wearing the mask.
It should be up to the parents if they need them. The kids smiles makes life better!

8/14/2021 10:08 AM

1688

Let families choose what right for them. It is not the public's responsibly to protect everyone
else. Any virus will not ever go away, they mutate and are part of our lives, no need to mask
and panic! Let's move on and get back to normal.

8/14/2021 10:07 AM

1689

Kids NEED to develop their immune systems, and they are simply hanging out with others
without masks outside of school. Please stop punishing those who got vaccinated. For those
old enough, vaccinate or homeschool….or if you can’t provide proof of vaccination than you
must mask. (Not just saying they did-proof) For younger, use other precautions as they aren’t
masking properly anyway. They can choose not to vaccinate but there are always
consequences-good or bad- for every choice. Masks are causing damage in and of themselves

8/14/2021 10:05 AM

1690

New daily cases were on a steady climb before schools were back in session. As for our
school district, there is no longer an online option and no hybrid - ALL the students are in close
quarters once again, and all activities are resuming as normal. It is too much of a leap beyond
the measures to control Covid last school year, and even vaccinated people are getting and
spreading Covid due to continued spread and new variants. There is too much “getting back to
normal” too soon not to have masks mandated during this transition. Based on the first two
days of school, a very small percentage of students are following “strongly recommended”
mask guidance.

8/14/2021 10:05 AM

1691

In order to keep our students and teachers safe, a mask mandate for only K-6 grade is not
enough. Students will be in enclosed spaces with a large number of other students with no
guarantee of vaccination, and with the Delta variant being more easily transmissable, everyone
is at risk. I've also been informed that there is a substitute teacher shortage. If a teacher gets
the virus, there will be extreme difficulty in finding a replacement during the teacher's
quarantine. Furthermore, middle schools have 6-8th graders, with some classes being mixed.
In this case, it makes little sense for only some students to be required to wear a mask. The
health and safety of all students should be the number one priority in order to keep schools
open. Without such precautions such as a full mask mandate in place, the closing down of
schools is inevitable.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

1692

There are a lot of health concerns past COVID 19

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

1693

Masking a child should be the decision of said guardian. If vaccines work then what are the
vaccinated people worried about? I refuse to vaccinate my family with an unapproved
concoction of artificial/ manufactured substances. Masking my child for them to then come
home to 2 parents and 3 siblings NOT MASKED and coming FROM HIGH SCHOOL that is not
masked !!! makes absolutely no sense. There is no thread of common sense here. It is a
hinderance to his ability to focus in school and frankly ability to breath. This is taking away the
rights we have as Americans to make decisions for our own families based on what we feel is
best and most safe for out families. You want to mask , mask by all means but it should
absolutely be every persons freedom.. to choose.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

1694

We had children where masks but when they sneeze, all the particles go through the mask
onto the table. I see no point.

8/14/2021 10:01 AM

1695

Please consider requiring masks for all students 12 and older as well in all indoor school

8/14/2021 10:01 AM
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settings. They are not required to get vaccinated so we don’t know how many actually are
therefore putting all students and staff at risk. Thank you!
1696

I feel strongly that children should not have to wear masks in school. My children have a hard
time speaking and understanding what others are saying but them at an academic
disadvantage.

8/14/2021 10:00 AM

1697

I am a first grade teacher in Littleton Public Schools. I found that last year, 6-7 year old
students did not have trouble wearing masks for most of the day. They were able to take them
off periodically during outside times and this helped. The students were so excited to be
around their peers, that the masks, did not encumber their learning or their social opportunities.
Many of my students as well as myself, are wearing masks back in the classroom now. I am
in full support of all students wearing masks while in classrooms so that students can remain
in the schools and not have to return to online learning. Thank you

8/14/2021 9:59 AM

1698

The under 12 population needs our protection yet the % of vaccinations leaves the door wide
open to COVID infections in the entire general population. I applaud the courage it takes to
take this stand. We will never know how many students it will save from illness and long-term
effects.

8/14/2021 9:59 AM

1699

I feel masks should be mandated, not made individual/family decisions.

8/14/2021 9:59 AM

1700

My children just started back in LPS and only a small fraction of elementary students were
wearing masks. My child is a high risk asthmatic and with other unmasked kids potentially
bringing Covid into the classroom and spreading it without wearing a mask, her life is being
risked. Additionally, if my child was to bring Covid home, although the other 4 members of our
house are vaccinated, my husband, an asthmatic is still at risk. My older students are
vaccinated, but still wearing a mask to school and they’re embarrassed to be in the minority of
mask wearers. It would make life for students a lot easier and safer if everyone wore masks
while indoors at school.

8/14/2021 9:58 AM

1701

Thank you for implementing masks to protect our young children

8/14/2021 9:58 AM

1702

I am very much in favor of a mask mandate. Elementary schools are filled with children too
young to be vaccinated, and masks provide them with much needed protection. Please pass a
mask mandate.

8/14/2021 9:57 AM

1703

I feel like masking your child should be up to the parents. Especially when hospitalization and
morbidity and mortality remain extremely low in Colorado and even lower for for our pediatric
patients. Our children have endured enough, and the paper and fabric masks they would be
wearing don’t even provide the proper PPE protection to help protect them from the virus. Let’s
also mention how disgusting a child’s mask is at the end of the day, there is no possible way
keeping that dirty mask in all day is even healthy.

8/14/2021 9:52 AM

1704

Parents have the right and responsibility to make medical decisions for their child. It is my
responsibility to seek out medical expertise and do what is best for my student. I do not want
the county or school district making a one-size-fits-all decision on a matter that is definitely
NOT one-size-fits-all.

8/14/2021 9:50 AM

1705

I have two kiddos. One in elementary school (age 8) and one in middle school (age 11). We
were very hesitant to send our kids back to school this year but felt it was necessary for
socialization and mental well-being. I ask that the Board of Health be heroes, save lives and
require that all kids wear a mask. Please do the right thing.

8/14/2021 9:48 AM

1706

I fully support and encourage a mask mandate for ALL k-12 schools. Children under 12 have
not had the opportunity to be vaccinated, and vaccination rates for middle and high school age
children are not high enough to provide herd immunity. With the contagious essential of Delta,
masks make the most sense as a protection strategy. Without a mandate, mask adherence is
not high enough to be effective in reducing transmission.

8/14/2021 9:48 AM

1707

I am in support of children and teachers remaining mask free

8/14/2021 9:48 AM

1708

I do not support the Board of Health forcing mandates on students.

8/14/2021 9:46 AM

1709

At this point I am disgusted with Tri county health. The guidance to mask children is absurd
and is not based on data. Stop caving to the left.

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

1710

Please keep our kids safe!

8/14/2021 9:44 AM
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1711

This should be a personal consideration for the person to decide, not the Government. I have
read both sides of the debate and I personally think a mask is not the answer. Before COVID, I
had lunch with my grand at their elementary school. At that time the lunch room was extremely
dirty. Upon notifying the Office personnel, it was never addressed. They were unconcerned.
Observation from last year indicates that masks are not worn correctly, kissing has not
changed with teens, close contacts will not change with or without a mask. It would be better
to leave the masks off and sanitize facilities more. Leave it to the person to wear or not wear a
mask, not the Government's decision. Yes, I did get the vaccine. Was never so sick like that
with a vaccine Would I do it again? No. Would I recommend? NO. I was there during the Polio
epidemic, my brother had Polio, we were the first to get the vaccine. Had the measles,
mumps, and chicken pocks.

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

1712

Please mandate mask wearing for all students through 12th grade, not just through 6th grade.
Just because 12 and olders can get vaccinated does not mean they have been. My vaccinated
high school kids need to be protected just as much as my unvaccinated elementary aged
children. They've been to 2 school functions already this year and said too many kids were
indoors without masks and they are concerned the majority won't wear a mask during school
and when the schools are at full capacity their risk will skyrocket. Their grandmother was
vaccinated in February and once the mandate was lifted in her state she senselessly thought
she was protected and went dancing weekly without a mask. She tested positive for COVID
the day we flew out to visit. She had more mild symptoms, thank goodness as 20 members of
her dance group got it and 5 were and still are hospitalized, but she was unable to see her
grandkids the whole trip. My kids are in a ton of sports and activities and while they may not
have severe symptoms they will miss out on school functions and sporting events if they
contact COVID. For a chance at returning to normalcy, after all the things they missed out on
last year, please let's protect our kids and minimize their risk so they can continue to be kids.

8/14/2021 9:43 AM

1713

Thank you for keeping the kids AND adults safety in mind so they can stay in school this year!

8/14/2021 9:43 AM

1714

It is clear that wearing mask helps mitigate the spread of the coronavirus. The pandemic is not
yet over. Although residents may be tired of mask mandates, they can be necessary for the
safety of the public's health.

8/14/2021 9:40 AM

1715

Stay out of people’s lives. Quit traumatizing children and making them fearful of simply
breathing air.

8/14/2021 9:39 AM

1716

I am a healthcare provider regularly exposed to covid, my kid will wear masks to protect others
and to keep my patients safe as well

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

1717

My name is James Kerr and I am the parent of two elementary school-aged children, both of
whom attend the Willow Creek Elementary School. I am sending this email to document my
sentiment regarding your position on masking. To be clear, your decision to make use of
masks voluntary for students in the Cherry Creek School District is contrary to the
recommendations of the CDC, AAP, TriCounty Health and countless other local and national
authorities on the subject. It is also contrary to the actions taken by your notable counterparts
in JeffCo and Denver County, among others. It also defies common sense and logic. You failed
to provide any rationale (much less data or scientific support) for your decision, which was
clearly either arbitrary (at best) or politically motivated (at worst). Your decision is dangerous to
our children, their teaches and to school staff, and it will undoubtedly cause disruption to their
academic lives (and the professional lives of parents) over the course of this year. For those in
our community that are unvaccinated (which includes every single elementary school student
for whom you serve as fiduciary) wearing a mask is the last, best way to prevent spread of the
virus and to ensure that our schools remain open. Your decision is neglectful. Since you have
abandoned the option that is by far the cheapest and most effective means of protecting our
kids and school operations, presumably you have offset this risk through the direct
disbursement of funds to your elementary schools to permit local school leadership to
implement enhanced health and safety measures (such as reducing the number of students
per class, or enhancing air filtration and ventilation for classrooms, to name a few examples).
Please provide me with an accounting of these efforts.

8/14/2021 9:36 AM

1718

I’m immune compromised and very worried about the Delta variant. I think masks indoors
should be mandated again to ensure our healthcare services are not overwhelmed and our
economy is not impacted.

8/14/2021 9:35 AM

1719

If people are vaccinated they shouldn’t have to worry about COVID. Masks will impede
students social development which is already lacking in today’s kids. That outweighs the
minimal benefit that masks provide. There has already been a suicide at Arapahoe high

8/14/2021 9:33 AM
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school. I don’t want more caused by the isolating effects of masks. I have experienced more
deaths from suicides and poor mental is LPS than deaths from COVID. Mask wearing will
compound the mental health crisis.
1720

My concern is for those kids who are 12 and under with possible underlying conditions.

8/14/2021 9:31 AM

1721

PLEASE do not make our kids wear masks!!!!!! At this point, It should be the parents
decision, period. Last week we attended “Meet the Teacher” night at Ford and over 90% of
families were NOT wearing masks. This speaks volumes. In my sons kindergarten class, out
of 31 children, i only saw 4 students wearing masks. Again, speaks for itself. More parents
don’t want it than do. You might’ve had over 700 emails regarding parents upset over your
most recent decision, but if you require us to make our kids wear masks while at school, you’ll
receive WAY more emails than that, I’m sure of it. Our poor children can’t see facial
expressions of classmates and teachers which is so important at such a young age. If parents
have a problem, then homeschool or switch schools. Don’t punish my children for your lack of
knowledge in science. PLEASE OH PLEASE do not change your decision.

8/14/2021 9:30 AM

1722

A mask mandate from tri county health is necessary to override the school districts in the area
that are ignoring health recommendations and are reacting to political considerations. They will
not change. (LPS) We cannot rely on them to do the right thing and protect our children. They
need to be directed from above. All these voices shouting about their freedom cannot be
allowed to limit the freedom of the small children and general public to stay safe. A covid
surge, exacerbated by unprotected, unvaccinated young children takes away the freedom of
children to attend school in the safe environment they expect us to provide. Override these
politically motivated school district, please.

8/14/2021 9:28 AM

1723

Do not mandate masks at school at all anymore. It needs to be a choice. Stop taking our
choices away.

8/14/2021 9:28 AM

1724

Please require masks in schools. Masks prevent the spread of the virus, what Tri-County
should be trying to achieve at all costs. Yes, it makes the uninformed angry, but you
sometimes have to do what is right despite angering a small population. Many families have
immunocompromised, pregnant, elderly, etc persons in their families and it is too much a risk
for students to bring this home to them. Please protect our community and require masks.

8/14/2021 9:27 AM

1725

First responsibility of schools is to keep students safe. That means mandatory masks for all.

8/14/2021 9:27 AM

1726

I’m absolutely against masking children in schools. No. No. No. Enough is enough.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

1727

If anybody in Tri-County actually reads real research they will know that masks do absolutely
nothing, especially for kids. Kids are not affected by this virus at all. Yes, maybe the Delta is
more contagious, but is it more contagious than the flu? What makes this so different? If
people feel like their kids need to wear a mask in school then they can homeschool or do
virtual. There is no reason that everybody else has to suffer. Even if they do do it get, its a
slight cold and they will have a 99.9% recovery. This pandemic is getting out of hand and
people are losing their ability to reason and think. Kids wore mask last year and classes were
still being quarantined every week. So what good did they really do? The fact of the matter is
these kids are not going to be wearing masks outside of school ,so does it really make that
much of a difference if they’re wearing one in school? Let it be up to the parents. Masks are
doing more harm than good.

8/14/2021 9:25 AM

1728

Mask mandate!!! Vaccines!! We are a health care family and have seen the devastation in
adults AND children!!

8/14/2021 9:25 AM

1729

Given the increased transmissibility of the delta variant and the fact that vaccinated people
may transmit the virus if they get a breakthrough infection, and given that early data suggests
that the delta variant is more harmful to young patients, all people should mask while indoors
regardless of vaccination status. Masking is documented to decrease transmission, this is an
easy, safe, and effective way to protect everyone in the school system: unvaccinated children,
vaccinated but immuno compromised children, vaccinated staff, unvaccinated staff,
immunocompromised staff, and vaccinated children, and also the family members of all of the
above. This is a crucial public health issue. —Allyson Alexander, MD PhD. Neurosurgeon.

8/14/2021 9:25 AM

1730

The dominant delta variant has been proven to pass from asymptomatic vaccinated people to
others. Many children are not yet vaccinated and hospitalizations among children are
increasing in our state. Masks worked to reduce spread in 2020 and they will help in 2021 until
we can get this under better control

8/14/2021 9:25 AM
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1731

I’m so happy mask mandates were implemented for k-6, but don’t understand why it does not
apply for 7 to 12 since not all are vaccinated and in indoors with little social distancing.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

1732

Institutional Isolation of the Special Needs community that cannot mask is criminal. For those
in the GenEd population that cannot mask due to medical exemption, will there be isolation
requirements? As the ILC environment/classroom is multi-grades, will non-masked upper
grades mask when entering the ILC classroom? Will ILC students be able to join their typical
peers in settings (like lunch and recess) where masking is not happening? If a child has an
IEP that dictates 80/20 GenEd/SpEd inclusion, how does the mandated isolation of those
student meet that requirement? IDEA, FAPEand civil right codes are written to prevent the kind
of exclusion and isolation and segregation that CCSD is mandating in this mask order. Where
is the written policy behind this mandate? The options below do NOT include the option of “I
support masking in I door settings FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS THAT ARE ABLE TO DO SO
and realize that in that effort it will support those that cannot. I further feel that using this virus
to segregate and isolate our special needs community is an unwelcome step back to the
policies of the 1940s and 1950s.”

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

1733

I believe it is wrong to require children (and staff) to wear a mask in school. School is
supposed to be a safe place for these kids. One where they can make relationships with each
other and their teachers. Where they not only learn but also grow academically, socially and
emotionally. Masks cover our faces, it blocks our identity and facial expressions. In teaching,
especially in elementary school, it is vital that kids can see our mouths and hear our voices
without muffling. The masks make teachers feel impersonal, students do not always know how
to tell how a teacher or other classmate is feeling or how they are responding to them with their
faces are blocked. Kids have a very high rate of survival without lasting effects from Covid-19.
We need to continue to let the parents of these children decide (with the child’s input) whether
or not it is right for that child and that family to wear a mask (or get vaccinated when able). I
am not saying that children should not wear a mask if their family believes that is best or
because they may be higher risk. However, I am saying that it should be a choice and not
forced. Covid-19 is a respiratory virus, it is not going anywhere. We need to start living again
and not walk around being afraid of dying. I have 3 children of my own as well as a classroom
full of students. I support them 100% with what they CHOOSE. Do not make this a
requirement. Let our children be children. Let them be excited to come to school, to see the
smiling faces of their classmates and teachers, to learn without masks hindering what the hear
and see. They deserve some normalcy and have the right to make the choice that is best for
them.

8/14/2021 9:21 AM

1734

Masks are more than likely not even worn correctly esp in younger children. Good hand
washing is more important. Always readjusting masks and touching your face mouth and eyes
doesn’t help and contaminates your hands. Masks present other health risks and social
consequences for young children. We hear about increased cases but no one is reporting
deaths. That’s because most people that get covid aren’t even hospitalized anymore. What
ever happened to building g our own immunity. I’m 72 and an RN and using common sense
have avoided Covid as has my family.

8/14/2021 9:21 AM

1735

Masks do not stop the spread of any flu bug. We all know this. Let’s be adults for our kids.

8/14/2021 9:18 AM

1736

Show us a peer review study showing what masks work. Do Bandas work? Do cloth masks
work? How long should the same mask be worn? Will a t-shirt work?

8/14/2021 9:17 AM

1737

My grandchildren attend LPS and I am very concerned about them because of the following
reasons...Please consider the increase in suicides, depression, lower test scores, the need for
children to be with their peers, the loss of learning in the 2020-21 school year

8/14/2021 9:17 AM

1738

I believe it should be the parents choice to mask their child indoor at school not mandated.
There’s been low death rates and hospitalizations in young children.

8/14/2021 9:16 AM

1739

I have young children that are not able to receive the vaccine at this time. Everyone needs to
do their part to end this pandemic, a limited time inconvenience for everyone means some day
this will be over. Kids understand wearing masks and it doesn't bother them. We need to listen
to medical experts and science to get to the end of this as well as protect our most vulnerable
citizens. Kids need in-person school, socialization and protection for a viral illness that's not
slowing down.

8/14/2021 9:14 AM

1740

My 6 year old took his mask off as soon as he walked in since it wasn’t enforced for everyone.
We have an unvaccinated person in our home and a high risk vaccinated grandmother so
support masks for all right now.

8/14/2021 9:13 AM
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1741

Just because kids are of age to receive vaccinations does not mean they will get them. Just
like the general public. Why punish 6th graders when 7/8 the rules don’t apply…in the same
school. Your blanket decisions over parent preference is a joke. It’s either all or nothing. Cherry
picking decisions is not effective.

8/14/2021 9:11 AM

1742

1. Masks are damaging psychologically. 2. Masks don’t provide protection from viruses. 3.
Herd immunity is important and we should reach that state as we did with other SARS viruses.
Lockdowns and all the steps being taken are not helping the situation. If it worked we wouldn’t
be considering it all over again. 5. If people make the choice to wear a mask that is fine, but
should not be mandated. It is government over reach and purely a political stunt to mandate
masks.

8/14/2021 9:09 AM

1743

We are compromising our kids immune systems by requiring that the wear masks. The flu is
just as contagious yet we don’t require masks durning flu season. Parents should be able to
choose whether our children wear masks, it should no be mandated by any government
official.

8/14/2021 9:08 AM

1744

The choice should be given to vaccinated students and not be mandated.

8/14/2021 9:08 AM

1745

I do not believe the masks are protecting anyone. I believe if the children would like to wear
masks they should, but that should be their choice.

8/14/2021 9:07 AM

1746

This is public health crisis and we need to do everything possible to protect the children and
staff and keep the kids in person learning.

8/14/2021 9:06 AM

1747

Thank you for taking steps to protect our kids, the vulnerable members of our society, and
everyone in general. It is imperative that we continue to do ev everything we can to keep each
other safe, even if it's uncomfortable, even if it's unpopular.

8/14/2021 9:06 AM

1748

Please mandate the use of masks for ALL students and staff in our schools. Our younger kids
are not eligible to be vaccinated and in the older kids, the unvaccinated ones are more likely to
be unmasked with little, if any, space for social distancing. With no other plans in place like we
had last year, masking is their only protection. This issue has become absurdly political.
Politics is NOT science. Please protect ALL of our kids. Thank you.

8/14/2021 9:05 AM

1749

Please do not force our children or teachers to wear masks. Make it optional.

8/14/2021 9:05 AM

1750

I am a grandparent and believe the schools should mandate masks for school kids.

8/14/2021 9:03 AM

1751

As a critical care nurse I have witnessed the devastating affects of the virus first hand. Asking
kids to wear masks is the safest thing we can do to decrease the inevitable spread that is
coming our way with the Delta variant. It is in no way harmful to kids to have masks on. We
should be teaching children the importance of caring for each other and counteracting the
selfish behaviour their parents are instilling in them by saying “if I don’t want to then I don’t
have to”. We will need to take care of all this children when they become ill. However if their
parents do not trust all science and medicine, including their Doctors and Nurses, then those
same people should absolutely not expect those untrustworthy medical professionals to take
care of them when they do become ill.

8/14/2021 9:02 AM

1752

There should absolutely NOT BE ANY MASK MANDATES, especially not in schools. There is
way more evidence that masks do not help, than visa versa. Here’s a sampling with dozens of
medical studies attached: https://hancockcountypatriots.blogspot.com/2021/08/dr-dan-stockspresentation-to-mt-vernon.html?
m=1&fbclid=IwAR0qGQpyjLIj5hZWQDeeaohjJuughoqNEgEBssDglECGn-tyZWsazyZ0I8E

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

1753

It has been proven that universal mask wearing is one of the best defenses against the
transmission of COVID-19, and mask wearing played a key role last year in keeping COVID
transmission inside schools extremely low. I urge TCHD to issue a universal mask mandate in
all schools for students and staff regardless of vaccination status, particularly at the PreK-6
level where these students are not eligible for the vaccination yet. I also urge TCHD to require
the schools under their umbrella to be transparent with their school community about all
positive COVID cases. We need that same transparency this year.

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

1754

Please continue with the masking guidance. Evidence shows that masks are effective. While it
may be virtue signaling, its the right thing to emulate.

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

1755

I don’t support masking at all because it gives people a false sense of safety. Masks don’t
block viruses or even smog but are being used to appease people relating to this covid virus. It
isn’t going away and I support people’s rights to decide what is right for them. If you want to

8/14/2021 9:01 AM
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avoid all germs, stay home. This isn’t going away and the sooner we just get back to
understanding how viruses and immunity really work. The better for all.
1756

We know now that masks don’t stop any virus particles. These masks are harming our kids
physically and psychologically. When this comes to light, will you be liable?

8/14/2021 9:00 AM

1757

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you! The thought of sending my 10 year olds to school without at
least a mask mandate terrified both me and them. You have done the right thing in placing this
mask mandate for K-6 grades. Bless you.

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

1758

It is very hard for kids to wear mask all day long and they don't keep them on properly

8/14/2021 8:57 AM

1759

Masks are not proven to help with viruses. They are dirty and nasty to have on our faces and
especially our children’s faces. Don’t mandate masks if you care about us. It’s a political move
and you are not politicians. Side with the people. If people choose to wear a mask that is and
should be their choice.

8/14/2021 8:57 AM

1760

Read the 8/8/21 WSJ commentary by Marty Makary (Johns Hopkins) and H. Cody Meissen
(Tufts Medical Center) “The Case Against Masks for Children It’s abusive to force kids who
struggle with them to sacrifice for the sake of unvaccinated adults.”

8/14/2021 8:56 AM

1761

What you're doing is wrong, these kids deserve better. Kids being masked all day is tragic,
UNSCIEINTIFIC, and damaging. Data over the last 18+ months show children not only have
an extremely low risk of becoming severely ill with Covid but they naturally have the capability
of evading the virus due to the lack of ACE-2 receptors in their nostrils. The evidence is
accumulating about the potential harms of mask use and are largely ineffective with the way
they will be used in schools. Based on a study published by the Journal of the American
Medical Association Pediatrics, after 20 minutes of saturation with moisture from your breath,
they pass on water droplets. The levels of C02 children are inhaling in masks just after 3
minutes of use is 6x more than the allowed CO2 levels allowed in a closed room. Lab tests
posted on rationalground.com shows that masks were a seedbed for harmful bacteria, fungi
and parasites. From this test, half of the masks tested were contaminated with one or more
strains of pneumonia-causing bacteria. 1/3 were contaminated with one or more strains of
meningitis-causing bacteria. 1/3 were contaminated with dangerous, antibiotic-resistant
bacterial pathogens. Pathogens were also identified that can cause fever, ulcers, acne, yeast
infections, strep throat, periodontal disease and more. How can masking children be safe?
There is a plethora of studies done on masks and we implore you to read the science and
make a recommendation that masks are NOT safe for kids. A recommendation for you to urge
to leave the choice for wearing masks up to the parents, NOT the school.

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

1762

I am a special education Para in the Cherry creek school district and I think that the mask
mandate it just a crutch. Instead of facing the real problem. DONT SEND SICK KIDDOS TO
SCHOOL! I can’t tell you how many parents just in special needs alone have given their child
Ibuprofen to mask the symptoms thinking it’s ok. When a child comes to school sick, that is
what is spreading germs to other children and teachers and Paras. Parents need to be held
more accountable and not be allowed to send their child to a public school when OBVIOUSLY
sick. Also we have children in our special needs programs that when they do wear a mask, it
is more of a hassle because they are spitting in the mask, and we as the Para are
CONSTANTLY having to assist them in trying to keep ourselves and them clean instead of
focusing on what truly matters. Their education! Masks aren’t the answer. Changing the way
we think that it’s truly not ok to go in a public place when visibly sick. However there are
people that do have seasonal allergies, and that is something people have little to no control
over. That is when a mask can be worn. And lastly when a child is sick and have to stay at
home. That is when online schooling can and should be used, so they can still learn and not
get behind in their education.

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

1763

Would love mask mandates for all indoors settings. Delta variant is a challenge even to the
vaccinated. Thank you for providing us with the option to give input!

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

1764

No mask mandate. Make it optional. Delta Variant impacts people who have been vaccinated.
Do we mask for the flu?

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

1765

Masks do more harm to our kids than good.

8/14/2021 8:53 AM

1766

Masks need to be a choice!!!!! If you want your kid to wear one then fine. But DO NOT put
your opinions on me! We still live in America the land of the FREE!!!!

8/14/2021 8:53 AM

1767

Masks and vaccines should be a family and individual choice, not a mandate

8/14/2021 8:52 AM
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1768

I believe we should listen to science. Let’s follow the recommendations of the AAP and the
CDC and require masks. I am sure a member of AAP-CO would be happy tp speak with you.
info@aapcolorado.org

8/14/2021 8:51 AM

1769

I have two young children attending elementary school in the Cherry Creek School District;
both are too young to get vaccinated against COVID-19 and I am seriously worried about their
health and the health of their classmates, teachers, and school staff in an environment where
universal masking is not required. The overwhelming scientific and medical consensus shows
that masking is an effective way to reduce Covid-19 transmittal, but only when levels of maskwearing are very high. Without a mask mandate, there will never be 100% mask wearing, and
even a small number of unmasked students in schools every day will inevitably lead to more
community spread of the Delta variant, possibly causing large outbreaks and requiring schools
to shut down and go to remote learning again. It appears that children are being more severely
affected by the Delta variant of this virus than they were by previous iterations. The science is
also clear that there are literally no negative health effects or other downsides to wearing
masks. Mask wearing is such a simple, non-intrusive way to protect others and limit the
spread of this harmful virus, but given the levels of uninformed protest against mask wearing,
it is clear that we cannot trust all parents to independently choose to act in our children's best
interests, because many have already shown that they will not mask their children unless they
are required to do so. A mask "recommendation" also risks the mental and emotional health of
children, because those students who do wear masks when it is "optional" might be singled out
and bullied for making the right choice to help protect those around them. As you know, mask
wearing is not akin to wearing a helmet while riding a bike, or putting on a seatbelt while
driving, because those are personal choices that protect the wearer of those safety devices,
and a person choosing not to use them puts the safety risk on themselves. With COVID-19
and mask wearing, the choice not to wear a mask transfers the risk to others, to whom the
unmasked person might unknowingly spread the virus prior to becoming symptomatic. This is
of particular concern in school settings, where students and teachers are together all day and
effective social distancing is not always possible. My children are very nervous about returning
to school without universal mask-wearing in place, and as their parent, I truly share their
concern. Please protect the public health and the health of our students by issuing a universal
mask mandate for public schools under TCHD's jurisdiction. Thank you!

8/14/2021 8:50 AM

1770

Restricting the air flow to a child is not only inhuman but cruel. Masking children weakens their
immunity, inhibits social interactions, does not allow them to see words being pronounced by
their teachers, and contributes to psychological damage making them think every one is sick
and you can’t be close to anyone. Please explain the logic that our elementary students were
in WCCK all day everyday this summer without masks and no one got sick, but now, now there
is a danger? Please do not put politics before the health and well-being of our children.

8/14/2021 8:50 AM

1771

Poor kids, they haven’t worn masks all summer and have been fine. Now they have to wear
masks again. Masks at this point in the game need to be by choice. Teachers can vaccinate
and wear masks. Kids can wear masks if they want. They shouldn’t be a mandate: however I
want kids in school so if this is the only way then by all means but if your asking, it absolutely
should be a.choice.

8/14/2021 8:49 AM

1772

The Mental health of our kids should be #1. I feel it is so far from that. We are hurting our
children.

8/14/2021 8:44 AM

1773

While children are at low risk for serious complications from COVID, I believe a mask mandate
for children 11 and under is the best option until the vaccine is approved for that age group. It
will help minimize classroom disruption due to quarantine and put many parents at ease during
this current spike in COVID cases.

8/14/2021 8:44 AM

1774

Please mandate masks in schools, as kids under 12 years aren’t able to vaccinate and many
parents are afraid to vaccinate kids under 16. School needs to be a safe place for all children
and families.

8/14/2021 8:44 AM

1775

I am thankful for your consideration of the mask mandate. My youngest child has two
autoimmune disorders. Keeping her, as well as all the children in the district, safe from
community spread of this deadly disease is very important to me.

8/14/2021 8:43 AM

1776

We are not against masks, we are against being mandated to wear them. This should be a
personal choice!

8/14/2021 8:42 AM

1777

As an LPS parent and a CCSD teacher, I beg you to help me protect my children, my students
and myself from Delta by implementing a universal mask mandate in schools. We need every

8/14/2021 8:38 AM
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opportunity to prolong in-person learning this year, and masks are proven to keep us safe. We
shouldn’t have to choose between our kids’ health and their education. Please, please, I beg
you to help parents and educators protect our kids.
1778

The rate among transmission among children is still extremely low. The vast majority of the
staff are vaccinated. The majority of parents are vaccinated. Parents have a choice to have
their students wear a mask. After attending Newton Middle Schools open house, which had an
attendance of near 1500 people in 2 hours, very few had on masks. Why? Because they don’t
feel the need to wear one. That should speak volumes to you. Any given trip to King Soopers,
Target, Kohl’s, you will see that very people are masked by choice. So why shove this on
them? Let people do what they feel is right for their families. Covid is not going anywhere. We
need to learn to live with it. Otherwise, what is the end game? There will always be a virus.
The flu, in years past, effected kids at higher number than covid has. Let’s boost our mental,
emotional, and immune health.

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

1779

I believe masking should be parent / family choice, not a district or county wide mandate. I am
NOT against masks—just the mandate. Empower families to make their own choice regarding
masking. Most students and teachers will likely choose to wear a mask anyway.

8/14/2021 8:36 AM

1780

As a social worker in LPS I strongly support masking for children under 12 years old. For the
sake of all of our children, please continue to make safety and in-person learning the highest
priority.

8/14/2021 8:35 AM

1781

I strongly OPPOSE masking for children in school. There is ZERO evidence that supports
these guidelines

8/14/2021 8:34 AM

1782

The numbers in Arapahoe County Court cases are low. The likelihood of it being transmitted or
contracted by children under 11 is extraordinarily low. Decisions should be made on cases in
numbers happening here in the county where we live, not broad CDC recommendations. How
many LPS students have had COVID-19? How many LPS student hospitalizations? How many
LPS student deaths? How many LPS teacher cases? How many LPS teacher
hospitalizations? How many LPS teacher deaths? Unless these numbers are outrageous, (we
all know they are not), there’s no reason for a mask mandate. If parents, children, or teachers
want to wear masks then they are free to do so of course. Unless it’s an N 95 mask, there is
not much protection to be had, but there is harm that’s caused by forcing young children to
wear masks all day every day. Emotional, physical, and educational harm. You should have
another option under number four below. I support the freedom of parents and educators to
wear a mask themselves if they desire.

8/14/2021 8:34 AM

1783

I would like to have the option as a parent as to weather my child has to wear in mask in
school, indoors and out. The science for physical and mental health doesn’t support this
mandate.

8/14/2021 8:34 AM

1784

Our kids will be attending their first year at Aspen Crossing. Our son Emerson will be in
kindergarten and our daughter will be in preschool. Just trying to figure out what to do at this
point because our son Emerson hasn’t wore a mask once during this whole pandemic and
when we tried he fought us so hard that seeing actual tears of fear in his eyes were
heartbreaking. We will not be forcing our child to wear a mask esp. when he will be at school
for 6 consecutive hours a day 5 days a week. That will just traumatize him and cause major
issues down the line. He already has a speech delay and that will just cause him to regress in
how far he has come in his way of talking and expressing himself. So with that being said what
do we do at this point?? Emerson is so excited for school and we got to go school supply
shopping / backpack shopping now we are just lost at the fact we might have to take that away
from him. Because this will be the schools fault that my child’s education suffers if we have to
decide to go a different route. Then onto our daughter Isla, when we tried she fought us so hard
that seeing actual tears of fear in her eyes were heartbreaking. I think huge part of why she
doesn’t like anything on her face and why she is so traumatized by anything on her face is
because when she was under a year old she was in and out of the hospital due to recurring
UTIS that resulted in getting major surgery to help that problem then she suffered from RSV
that put her in a 20 day hospital stay and being put on o2 for several months that was from
December 2018 to May 2019. Also she suffers from sensory issues and that’s huge part of
why she is in OT. It already was very hard work to get her to wear glasses since she doesn’t
like things on her face or touching her face. Same in regards in correcting her most current
issue her lazy eye and wearing a patch over her eye. She loves the patch now but it was
struggle for while. On top of all that she has major speech delay do you her microtia ear.
Forcing my child who has a lot of health issues and is already very sensitive child as it is will
just traumatize her and cause major issues down the line. She has come so far in her speech

8/14/2021 8:33 AM
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and OT I just don’t want her to take ten steps back / regress. She isn’t even potty trained yet
since we have tried twice then changes happened she regresses. So with that being said what
do we do at this point? Because this will be the schools fault that my child’s education suffers.
It’s very disappointing that we did this meet and greet today now we are questioning if sending
her to school is even the right thing to do at this point?
1785

I believe your #4 Question is misleading and divisive. I do not support a mask mandate nor do
I support a mask ban. I support a parents right to choose. I am in the health care field and yet
I find myself not trusting what the CDC says or recommends and by extension TCHD. There
has been too much back and forth and out right contradictions too many times in the past
years. The virus cannot be minimally spread in schools and running rampant at the same time.
There has been a lack of transparency and a lack of actual data shared with the public. The
CDC and TCHD should be free of political agenda from any side but that sure does not appear
to be the case. These agencies are supposed to be for the people and rely on actual facts that
can be supported by actual scientific data that is openly shared with the public.

8/14/2021 8:32 AM

1786

Please, please, please do not require masks for our children. Leave it up to us, as their
parents, to choose if we want our children to wear a mask. In my opinion it is detrimental to
their physical and mental health, it restricts connections with each other and their teachers, it
stifles learning and the ability to clearly hear or read facial expressions. Nonverbal
communication is the largest way we communicate and that is eliminated in a mask. If parents
feel strongly then they can OPT to have their kids to wear one but please don’t MANDATE it!!!
PLEASE!!!!

8/14/2021 8:32 AM

1787

Universal masking, contact tracing and stay home plans were the ONLY thing that physically
protected kids from mass casualties last school year. Masks also protected kids from the flu.
It is completely irresponsible to even consider taking masks off in the very population that
cannot be protected by a vaccine. Last year taught us that kids need to be in school. But we
HAVE to do this safely. Other than personal comfortable, there is no evidence that masks
cause any health risks. I appeal to the board to please not let the political and rebellious noise
noisemakers get in the way of doing your job. Not everyone will be pleased but it is the job of
leadership to make decisions that are based on truth and public safety, not public opinions.
Please keep mask mandates in place until all kids have the vaccine option. At that point the
anti maskers and antivaxxers can feel free to take their lives into their own hands without
jeopardizing my family’s safety!

8/14/2021 8:30 AM

1788

Please no masks in the schools!!! Let it be a family decision!!!

8/14/2021 8:30 AM

1789

Thank you for keeping our kids safe by requiring masks in schools where students don’t have
the opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:27 AM

1790

I’m a teacher in a Littleton elementary schools. Our students have no protection against
COVID. They aren’t eligible for the vaccine. Unmasked in schools is dangerous to all of our
students and staff regardless of their vaccination status but especially to the students under
12. Our case rates climb everyday yet public action doesn’t. We need a mandate to keep us
safe and numbers low so we can continue in person learning.

8/14/2021 8:27 AM

1791

I support masking in grade 6 and below due to their inability to receive a vaccine. In grades 7
and above, it should be parent choice. Worrying about bullying of those wearing masks? What
about the bullying that occurs behind the mask when you can’t see someone’s facial
expressions? Our children are socially and emotionally stunted from not being to see the facial
expressions and interpret the social nuances of their teachers and peers. If a % of those
unvaccinated are on the fence, allowing the vaccinated to go without a mask actually provides
Incentive to get vaccinated. With universal masking? No incentive. The unvaccinated have a
choice and I support that. However, choices have consequences. I am a moderate voter.
However, continuing to remove the civil liberties of our families requires I stand up and say
something. NO to masking the vaccinated. Yes to masking the unvaccinated and in grades 6
and below. Thank you. Kate

8/14/2021 8:26 AM

1792

The data on your website says that since the beginning of the pandemic before there were
vaccines included to date only 10% of the county has ever been positive for COVID. So
students have a 10% chance of even encountering the virus. Then under 18 has a falling
incidence rate (on your dashboard) of .08% and a survival rate of 99.5%. That together means
that students have a combined risk of .00004% (for the math impaired .0008(incidence
rate)*.0005(death rate)=.0000004) and I believe at that risk level it should be a parents choice
to mask or not. Masks have other side effects both physical and mental that are more
prevalent than .00004% chance.

8/14/2021 8:26 AM
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1793

My 3 year old is beginning preschool and my 5 year old is beginning kindergarten. I do not
support masking them. My 3 year old has son struggles with annunciation and wearing a mask
makes it harder on his development. The teachers attention shouldnt have to be making sure
the kids are masked. Every member of our family, including my kids, have all had and
recovered from covid and the adults have also been vaccinated. This is an unfair burden on
the children! The death rate is higher with the seasonal flu than it is with Covid. My main
concern is that this is the first year of school for both my boys and I don’t want their first
experience with school to be a negative one. Unless you mandate the types of masks across
the board to ensure their effectiveness, we are just masking our children to give the illusion
that we care.

8/14/2021 8:25 AM

1794

I am very much in Favor of the Mask Mandate. It will allow children to attend school in a dafe
manner and reduce the trouble of online schooling only. And will reduce the neg impact on thier
mental health

8/14/2021 8:25 AM

1795

My daughter is a 2nd grade teacher in Douglas County and doesn't want to get Covid from her
students. She is vaccinated but still is concerned. As her mother, I'm also worried.

8/14/2021 8:22 AM

1796

I think masks should be mandated for all students in all districts. COVID doesn't see district
lines and the vaccination rate in older kids is very low and could pass it to their younger
unvaccinated siblings. Also I saw at our home school of black forest hills elementary they
were not doing social distancing in the classroom. Social distancing is essential to pair with
masks to ensure max protection against COVID-19.

8/14/2021 8:21 AM

1797

I feel that until vaccines are available to children under 12, we should be masked in schools.

8/14/2021 8:19 AM

1798

Based on community spread, relatively low (compared to other metro counties) vaccination
rates in Arapahoe County, and guidance from the CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics I
believe all students and faculty should mask at school. This will cause less disruption in the
school year and decrease the likelihood of quarantining students. Many parents are back at
work and even heading to offices. Between the safety of students and undue burden on
working families, we should require masks.

8/14/2021 8:18 AM

1799

I am respectfully asking you to require masks in all schools for all teachers and students this
fall. It is a proven effective and easy way to mitigate risk and keep our children and teachers
safe.

8/14/2021 8:18 AM

1800

I strongly believe if you are vaccinated you should have the right to choose to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 8:17 AM

1801

This should not be a vote by parents, but common sense decisions based on scientific and
medical advice. It has been proven masks help stop the spread of covid. Cherry Creek
schools just ordered a mandate. I assure you if 1 child gets sick or God forbid dies, I will
personally sue Littleton schools and TCHD . Look at Florida and Texas .. My daughter is a
surgeon in Orlando and she absolutely is in favor of all children and teachers wearing masks. If
you are having surgery , would you like your surgeon to not wear a mask because he or she
says it interferes with their rights to not have too? Are you people insane? Masks save lives,
vaccinations save lives ! For Gods sake do the right thing to protect the most vulnerable- our
children who can't get vaccinated!!!

8/14/2021 8:17 AM

1802

I am gravely concerned about the lack of indoor mask mandate in the tri-county area for
children ages 2-11, who are ineligible for vaccination. The CDC and American Academy of
Pediatrics have recommended schools require masks indoors. In order to maintain in-person
learning, which we know is crucial for children’s development, masks seem critical. My son’s
school was able to remain open the majority of the school year last year because of mask
mandates. If people are not required to wear them, they won’t, just as they won’t all get
vaccinated. As we learn more about the Delta variant and its transmissibility, even in those
vaccinated, I am baffled that rather than returning to masking, which we know works, we are
straying further from it. I am especially concerned as we are seeing cases rising in children,
just as they are returning to the classroom, where many children’s parents will not require them
to wear masks. Please consider the safety and health of the children of our community.

8/14/2021 8:15 AM

1803

Thank you for all the hard work you do to keep our community safe.

8/14/2021 8:14 AM

1804

The masks in schools are a deterrent to the kids ability to learn. If the spread of COVID was
going to have effected these kids, it would have happened elsewhere. They all play sports
without masks, play together in the yard, etc… The mask mandate inside of schools just
makes it extremely difficult to understand their teachers and is simply unhealthy for the kids.

8/14/2021 8:14 AM
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This an arbitrary mandate. Other countries with similar experiences to the US never had the
kids wear masks, and nothing changed. There is no way that the kids can play in the yard
together and not get sick, but when they’re supposed to be learning, it’s all the sudden
spreading like wildfire. The kids don’t deserve to suffer any more than they already have.
1805

Thank you for mandating masks!!! We need to continue to do what’s right to reduce the impact
Covid could make in our community. I recruit healthcare workers and it is getting to be
impossible to fill/find healthcare workers I worry about the collapse of our healthcare system.
So thank you for mandating masks!

8/14/2021 8:13 AM

1806

I am deeply concerned that Tri County Health is ignoring importance scientific research that
confirms that elementary school children should not be wearing masks during their entire
school day. First, the science has proven that young children are not susceptible to covid--not
do they transmit it. If they do catch it, it is a very mild case. Second, wearing masks at that
young age promotes a breeding ground for bacteria in the mask which can lead to unnecessary
sickness. (Don't tell me their parents will be washing those masks every night because you
know that won't happen.) Third, the mask requirement is cruel in that it is emotionally stressful
to children. The mask takes away their identity-- it makes it difficult for them to express
themselves. Nor can they accurately determine how other masked people are expressing
themselves. I attended the school board meeting on 8/13 and there was so much talk the
importance of our children's mental health and all the really stupid programs the district has for
that. The best step you could take is to get our children back to a normal school life. You, Tri
Co Health, are causing emotional stress to our kids. Shame on you. And, please, consider the
science I have mentioned above.

8/14/2021 8:13 AM

1807

I support indoor masking if its backed by science and protects everyones health.

8/14/2021 8:12 AM

1808

Please do not make our kids wear masks in school. Follow actual data. And consider other
important factors such as socialization and mental health. Thank you.

8/14/2021 8:12 AM

1809

Masks should not be mandated but optional!

8/14/2021 8:10 AM

1810

I am a Grandparent who watches my Grand babies after school and days off- I am vaccinated
but am concerned about variants

8/14/2021 8:09 AM

1811

My son is going into his first year of school and is on the Autism spectrum. He gets severely
triggered by anything on his head (i.e. hat, sunglasses, or Covid mask). He immediately
removes the mask anytime it is put on. We are of Hispanic decent and feel we are being
denied his equal privilege to public education if forced to wear a mask as he cannot wear a
mask due to his special needs (autism).

8/14/2021 8:08 AM

1812

Until the spread of COVID is better contained or until children are also legible for vaccination, I
support masking for protection and in order to help keep schools open

8/14/2021 8:07 AM

1813

Our children, regardless of age, are still at risk of contracting Covid while in school. Wearing a
mask has been proven to reduce the risk of contracting covid and it is asinine to not protect
our children by requiring them to wear a mask until we can achieve herd immunity in the future.
This is an issue of public health not individual choice. Please choose to the health of our
children, teachers, staff, and families back at home as your primary concern. People aren’t
allowed to choose if they want to wear a seat belt without serious consequences, the same
should be said for masking. Thank you

8/14/2021 8:07 AM

1814

My children will attend public school and my children will not be wearing mask! I don’t ask you
the last time you had a pap smear or a prostate exam because it is your own private
information so don’t ask me or my children if we have been vaccinated! My children both are
AP students in the high schools and have the choice what to do with their bodies, they choose
not to vax and mask that’s their choice not the governments. Both my daughters know that
they have the choice to do what they feel is right with their bodies and there are laws in place
to protect those rights, let’s not contradict these protected rights

8/14/2021 8:07 AM

1815

As a parent of a 10 year old who is not yet eligible for vaccination, I respectfully urge you to
mandate mask wearing in all schools in the Tri-County area. Even in private schools such as
Aspen Academy where all other precautions have been taken, the risk of transmission from
siblings or parents who refused to get vaccinated puts children younger than 12, like mine, at
too high of a risk. I couldn’t agree more with all the following reasons for mandating masks: 1)
Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing 2) Potential impact on
secondary spread 3) Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation,
outbreaks) 4) Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out

8/14/2021 8:06 AM
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of class due to isolation, school disruption Thank you for your sincere consideration of my
written comments. Sincerely, A concerned parent
1816

Our young children don’t have the option to get vaccinated. We need to protect them and the
vulnerable in our community who the children will spread covid to. It’s not about the risk of
individual kids getting sick. It’s about protecting our community.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

1817

As an 9th grader mom we got vaccinated. But we have autoimmune disease makes her
immunity low and children hospital even vaccination might not work or vary low purcantage
might work for them. We want everyone wears mask so could be less risky. We did online
school last year academically and psychologically wasn’t a good success. Don’t take our
rights to be success at school with give decision let everyone do what ever they want.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

1818

The science on procedures to slow the spread of covid in school settings is very clear and we
should be following it (vaccinated or not). Universal masking in addition to the other the other
procedures put in place last year ensured that in-school transmission was virtually none. While
we would all love to be done with masks, the new variants are making that impossible. I’d
rather have my kids safely in school than have to learn remotely again.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

1819

I support mandatory masking for children and unvaccinated adults in the school setting. As a
speech-language pathology I would like to see some flexibility for adults who are vaccinated to
take their masks off while teaching allowing children to see their mouths. For example, while
teaching a whole group lesson or reading a story aloud.

8/14/2021 8:04 AM

1820

I’m now more concerned about the social/cognitive/emotional damage our response to Covid
has on our kids than the disease harming children which the science is backing up. However
I’d be in favor of encouraging higher risk immune compromised kids having a masked room
option, or continuing to learn from home. In the end, we’ll comply with the mandates for the
sake of civic order. Hoping you consider both physical and emotional safety of kids.

8/14/2021 8:04 AM

1821

My children are NOT at risk. Masks affect their social interactions. NO MASKS. NO MORE. If
the at risk community is worried, then let them mask up.

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

1822

I do not want my children to have to wear a mask to school. If you actually read the science
children are at a minuscule risk of contracting or passing COVID. This causes them distress at
school to have to. Wear masks, that study’s show do not protect against this virus. The virus
is so tiny it goes right through the mask. Why do we want to torture our children. Let them
have a normal school experience!!!

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

1823

Mask mandate for K-12 schools. Older students bringing virus home to younger siblings.

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

1824

Masking should be required for unvaccinated students of any age. I am happy to show vaccine
records just like I have since my children started attending school.

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

1825

Please keep my kids (who are too young to be eligible for a vaccine) safe and please require
masks

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

1826

Masking has been proven by science that it does not work. Why push masking and not teach
a healthy lifestyle instead.

8/14/2021 8:02 AM

1827

The delta variant has changed things. If it wasn't for that, masking would only be necessary for
the unvaccinated. However, since the delta variant can be transmitted by even those who are
vaccinated, everyone should be wearing a mask to keep our kids safely in school. We
originally were going to send one child in our household to Global Village Academy in Douglas
County, but we switched to Cherry Creek because of the mask policy. GVA was not planning
on any mitigation measures.

8/14/2021 8:00 AM

1828

While cases continue to rise, variants are being created and breakthrough cases expand, I
support requiring masks for all students in the schools. The purpose of the mask is not to
protect the wearer (they are not n95 masks), it is to protect others in the classroom. If only
some do it, then everyone could be at risk especially those that are younger and unable to be
vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:00 AM

1829

We have heard time and time again that young adults, teenagers and young children do not get
sick with Covid 19. Elementary school children should not be forced to wear mask.

8/14/2021 7:59 AM

1830

Please DO NOT implement a mask mandate for kids in schools! I urge you to let families
decide what is best for them and their children. I am especially disappointed that your

8/14/2021 7:59 AM
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Executive Director said schools are not safe for K-6 without masks and that he encouraged
CCSD to implement a mask mandate.
1831

I am a teacher in CCSD for children who can’t be vaccinated and are medically fragile. Let’s
put them first and have everyone mask up

8/14/2021 7:58 AM

1832

I think we need to re-evaluate masking in schools due to the safety of students and teachers.

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

1833

All schools K -12 should require masks vaccination notwithstanding.

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

1834

Outrageous to force masks in those who generally have symptoms equivalent to a common
cold from Covid. Why vaccinate if you have to mask?!

8/14/2021 7:55 AM

1835

Please respect people’s right to choose whether to have their families wear masks. I do not
not want my kids to wear masks in school, but I am fine with other families making the
decision to mask their own.

8/14/2021 7:55 AM

1836

My daughter has severe asthma. Masking makes it worse. Last year she would come home
with her mask absolutely filthy and soaking wet. Children are too young to understand how to
wear a mask properly. I believe wearing a mask actually made her sick several times last year.
She complained of headaches nearly everyday. Not to mention the social aspect of wearing
masks. Children need to see the smiles of their peers. Not being able to see the facial
expressions of people they are interacting with greatly impacts their ability to form meaningful
relationships with others. The learning aspect is also concerning. Especially at the lower grade
levels such as kindergarten and 1st grade children are learning how to read and sound out
words which is restricted greatly by having to wear masks. The masks are a huge distraction
for children. Proper hand washing and keeping children home when sick should be priority not
covering their faces. There have been many studies and doctors who have said COVID is a
respiratory airasol virus which a mask does not stop from spreading. Please explain to me how
wearing a mask that is being touched, licked, sneezed in taken of and then put back on is
sanitary and healthy for children.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

1837

Parents should be the ones making decisions about mask wearing for their children NOT
government agencies or school districts.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

1838

Unvaccinated teachers and students will not wear masks unless forced to do so. Please
mandate masks indoors in schools. I know or know of vaccinated people who have caught the
virus from students and unvaccinated people. I am a teacher and really do not want to get
COVID. I will be wearing a mask but there will be no social distancing in our school so we all
need to be wearing them.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

1839

Please mandate masks for children in the schools. We need to protect the vulnerable and this
is a proven way to do it. Why should others be put at risk because some parents want a
choice. They are choosing to put our community at risk and are selfish.

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

1840

I am against a mask mandate, this should be parent choice. Kids have been together,
unmasked, all summer, even in school settings. While case numbers have increased,
hospitalizations and deaths are down. Kids are the least impacted group be this virus. Why are
you punishing them!!! Honestly, you caved to the promaskers. When I called last week, I was
told current conditions do not call for a mandate under CCD guidelines, nothing has changed
last week except the loud voices from those that want masks. Please stand up for choice, this
should be a parents decision. Thanks

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

1841

Please mandate masks in school settings. Masks enabled CCSD to have in person school for
most of last year, far more than many other school districts. It is the best and most practical
way to keep students and teachers safe. Pediatric cases of Covid are increasing exponentially
and without masks we could end up with many sick children and in remote learning rapidly.

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

1842

I support universal indoor masking in schools to prevent spread of Covid-19 to students who
can't yet take vaccine, either being ineligiblle due to age restrictions, or due to other health
factors. This will help to ensure that our kids have uninterrupted learning environment
throughout the year, by preventing outbreaks, quanratines or school closures.

8/14/2021 7:48 AM

1843

Masking should be at the discretion of the parents.

8/14/2021 7:48 AM

1844

We need a mask mandate: 1- we should follow the guidance from DOCTORS and scientists 2our school had minimal disruption last year going five days a week with the appropriate health
guidelines, including masks 3- schools that have been in longer (Georgia and Hawaii) are
already proving masks work-the schools wearing masks are doing well, the schools not

8/14/2021 7:48 AM
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wearing masks are going remote and having outbreaks 4- our children are not a science
experiment- COVID is still the 10th leading cause of death among children. 5- parents cannot
continue to take off work and do remote learning every time there is an outbreak. 6- my 6 year
old cannot make an informed decision about wearing a mask or not. If her teacher and friends
are not wearing one- she won’t. 7- we did so well last year at LPS grade school with masks,
minimal interruptions. It works, it can be done. 8- going back and forth is confusing for them. 9issue a mask mandate for schools until our children can get the vaccine- hopefully parents
who want their kids vaccinated can be fully vaccinated by spring semester- then lift the mask
mandate. The same people that don’t want masks- don’t want vaccines. Give our kids
protection until they can get vaccinated- then let the idiots deal with their maskless/unvaccinated family health issues. 10- my kid should not suffer a fate because people are
ignorant, selfish, and privileged. It should be follow the science PERIOD. People without
medical degrees should not be able to determine my child’s safety.
1845

Given the rise in cases, the severity in cases, how contagious the current variant is, and the
fact that our elementary students are not yet vaccinated, it’s incredibly irresponsible not to
mandate masks. As adults and leaders, it’s our responsibility to keep our children safe and
healthy and provide a learning environment that supports their education and wellbeing. By
mandating masks now, we can provide clear direction, continuity in in-person learning and
protect our children. Please require masks for all unvaccinated people at school or in close
contact with children. Thank you for taking this matter seriously.

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

1846

I’ve yet to find a high quality study that shows high positive effect with cloth masks poorly
worn. N95s properly worn by all or masks optional are my suggestions.

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

1847

The pandemic risks have not changed for our children under 12 who are not vaccinated.
Schools must protect these children and do everything to reduce the potential of exposure to
Covid. Mask wearing is an easy part of this. Children under 12 should all be wearing masks in
indoor settings so we can keep schools open and children healthy.

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

1848

Absolutely agreeing mandating masks at school - inside and out!

8/14/2021 7:44 AM

1849

6,7, and 8th graders are in same building, why would you make 6th graders wear masks
makes no sense.

8/14/2021 7:43 AM

1850

As a mother of 4 children, 2 children who are too young to be vaccinated, I agree with the
mandate to wear masks. As a substitute teacher in the district, I feel much safer if elementary
students wear masks and staff wear masks. With the Delta variant being so easily
transmissible, I would not want to enter classroom after classroom if unmasked children, go
from school to school and potentially spread or be exposed to it. I also think that once there is
a vaccine available to young children, it is reasonable to reevaluate the mask mandate.

8/14/2021 7:43 AM

1851

Masks should be mandatory in all school to help prevent the further spread of COVID-19.

8/14/2021 7:42 AM

1852

Last year our young children wore no masks at school all year, with no problems at all,
because we all knew (and still know) they are the LEAST LIKELY of any age group to have
issues with any form of Covid (including variants). Your thinking is wrong that "the concern is
there's no vaccine approved for this age group" because, first, kids this young aren't getting
bad cases of Covid. But second, you must realize that even when a vaccone is approved very,
very few parents will end up even getting their small childrrn vaccinated because they see how
ridiculous it is. Lastly, why not mandate masks in school forever -- because surely you know
that the seasonal flu kills vastly more children every year tuan Covod ever has! Please stop
the madness and jumping on the craziness bandwagon -- and use your higher level of wisdom.
Masks are not needed, and they inhibit kids -- imagine the fear these kids are going to have
about germs and other areas of life if their early memories are wearing these ridiculous
masks......

8/14/2021 7:42 AM

1853

Masks are key to preventing the spread of Covid-19. Please make wearing them mandatory in
all school buildings.

8/14/2021 7:41 AM

1854

Thank you for mandating masks!

8/14/2021 7:39 AM

1855

It is imperative that we protect the health of those who are most vulnerable. We need to
protect our community. Masks belong in schools while the community spread of the virus is
high. Children are not yet vaccinated and those with high risk factors as well. We need to
come together and care for each other during this time if we ever want to get back to “normal”.

8/14/2021 7:38 AM

1856

This is a decision that parents should make, not anyone else. The fact that you are STILL

8/14/2021 7:38 AM
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overstepping is ridiculous
1857

For children who are unable to be vaccinated (die to age, underlying condition, etc), mandated
masks in school settings will literally be a life-saver. Adults choosing to expose themselves
and their children (and thereby everyone else) to a deadly virus without a sense of community
responsibility & ethics have poisoned minds and do not deserve the same level of
consideration & ingratiation when their opinions fly in the face of scientific facts.

8/14/2021 7:34 AM

1858

Littleton public schools has doubled down on their reckless masks optional policy. Time and
again they state that there is no public health order requiring masks, and although true, when
worded this way it makes it seem as though masks are unnecessary. Parents, most of whom
have no medical or science training, are free to use opinion to decide if their children should
wear masks in schools, instead of trusting doctors and scientist who have dedicated their
careers to studying infectious disease. As you are well aware, scientists and doctors are
overwhelmingly recommending universal masking in schools. In the 2 days my elementary age
daughter has been in school, less than 1/2 of children are wearing masks. It creates worry for
my daughter, and myself, when she is forced to sit less than 1 foot away from the child next to
her and they aren't wearing a mask. LPS wants to say publicly that they are using a layered
approach but that is not happening in practice. No physical distancing and hand washing only
happens at the beginning of the day and before lunch. Without a mandate for masking they are
setting our children up for avoidable illness. We don't have to become the next Florida! People
want to blabber on about how they watched a YouTube video or read an article on a website
that told them wearing a mask is unnecessary and harmful, but they can't offer any scientific
evidence to support their claims. By giving unsubstantiated opinion equal consideration we
have arrived at a place where opinion is considered equal to science and facts. The science is
clear, masking works and should be considered the most basic level of protection. It might not
be the easy thing to do, but I implore you to do the right thing and mandate universal masking
in schools!

8/14/2021 7:33 AM

1859

I think all kids in a school setting regardless of vaccination status should wear a mask to
protect themselves and others, especially from the delta variant.

8/14/2021 7:33 AM

1860

Keeping all kids safe with new delta Variant is important. Although masks were mandated for
younger kids there does not appear to be other mitigation strategies in place since they are still
all eating lunch at once and facing each other instead of one direction in most classrooms.

8/14/2021 7:30 AM

1861

Masking students k-12 is necessary to Keep schools open and students learning in person in a
safe environment it will also help keep depression, and suicide rates down and nearly non
existent. When infection rates are high we risk children being isolated at home under great
stress and performing below what they are capable of because schools are closed and they do
not have face to face time with professionally trained teachers to help them be as successful
as they can be. Every parent can not afford to stay home or hire someone to monitor students
when schools close. Give these kids and staff the protection they need to learn and teach
safely. Those who don’t want mask should not be aloud to selfishly put others health at risk.
To mandate masks is not taking away anyone’s freedom it’s giving kids protection to be kids
and hopefully not encounter covid and end up with lifelong complications. Many say masks are
not needed because so far there are not very many pediatric deaths from covid but as a parent
even one death is too many because it leaves a parent with empty arms laps and a hole in
their heart. Protect our kids now we are begging you.

8/14/2021 7:29 AM

1862

There has to be an incentive for people that are vaccinated. Only people that are unvaccinated
should have to wear masks regardless of their age! I have a high schooler that’s been
vaccinated and a middle schooler (age 11) that has not. I feel out HS student shouldn’t have to
wear one but that our MS student should until she can be vaccinated. I also work in an LPS
elementary school. I’ve been vaccinated and feel I shouldn’t have to wear a mask. Again,
there needs to be an incentive for those who have been vaccinated. Thank you for all your
hard work & helping to keep us safe

8/14/2021 7:24 AM

1863

No masks for students. Unhealthy

8/14/2021 7:22 AM

1864

Masks are more effective at preventing spread from a Infected individual than it is about a
preventing non-infected individual from being infected by airborn virus. Any parent who does
not want to wear a mask can’t be trusted to make the choice

8/14/2021 7:21 AM

1865

I can understand masking for children that can’t be vaccinated but you have to think of our
schools. Middle schools are 6-8. Making one grade level have to wear mask and not the other
two grade levels is not appropriate. Please make the mask recommendation for grades k-8.

8/14/2021 7:20 AM
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1866

Mask wearing minimizes spread of Covid-19. Let’s use science (philosophy taught in schools)
to guide us through these tough times. We need put community needs ahead of individual
desires. Stop making this political!!!!!

8/14/2021 7:19 AM

1867

I am an elementary school teacher and a mom to a middle and high schooler. I STRONGLY
agree with a mask mandate for K-12. Elementary school teachers were not at all masking
during last week’s meetings with 50-60 people in a room. They were confused about your latest
recommendation and CCSD’s new K-6 mask mandate because they don’t understand or follow
what’s happening with the Delta variant. We are teachers, not scientists. Most of us won’t and
haven’t done a thing to “strongly encourage” anyone to wear a mask, and the older students in
middle and high school don’t want to be the “uncool” kids wearing a mask when most others
are not. Not issuing a mandate is setting up for a total health crisis starting 8/16 when schools
go back in session.

8/14/2021 7:19 AM

1868

Mandating masks for K-12 is at least one thing we can do to protect our children, vaccinated or
unvaccinated.,

8/14/2021 7:15 AM

1869

Children are the least likely to get COVID-19, very few numbers I’ve died from it, and masking
them is unproven in reducing transmission. Masking teachers and other adults working with
students does not protect the children who already have strong enough immune systems to
prevent the disease. Masking only the unvaccinated is the worst form of bullying since the
Star of David armbands during WWII. With the majority of Coloradans vaccinated and the
minimal possibility of students getting seriously ill, why enforce the masks? The Delta variant
is not as deadly as the original Covid-19, with much lower death rates being reported now.
What is the measure by which we will return to normalcy with no masks? Zero transmission?

8/14/2021 7:13 AM

1870

I don't envy the position you are in, being forced to make a decision in such an emotionally
charged situation. I appeal to you to remove emotions from the decision and make a effort to
decide rationally. Covid poses no statistical threat to children. Of the estimated 73 million
children in the us, a grand total of 500 deaths are even partially attributed to covid. You don't
need an advanced math degree to understand those odds. Please protect the innocence of
childhood.

8/14/2021 7:13 AM

1871

Our kids need a mask mandate in K-12 schools. I am deeply worried about the rise of COVID19, especially the delta variant and we were successful last academic year in staving off
terrible outbreaks because of masking and social distancing. Please help us keep kids,
teachers, staff and administrators safe. The health disparity I see between low income schools
and their more privileged counterparts is stark both in terms of cases and hospitalizations. We
need to address this as an issue of equity and justice for our black and brown kids.

8/14/2021 7:11 AM

1872

Thank you for using science to help our children stay healthy, educated and social until they
can be vaccinated

8/14/2021 7:08 AM

1873

As of a week or two ago, it was announced that masks would be optional in schools. I think
this is a reasonable decision, allowing families to make the decision that is best for them. The
two adults in our household (including myself) have both had covid, and also been vaccinated.
The two high schoolers in our household have been vaccinated. Our 6th grader turns 12 in
November and at that time, we will probably get her vaccinated as well. In the meantime, it
should be up to us as to whether or not she wears a mask. What happened yesterday just
doesn’t make sense. Based upon the recommendations of ONE single individual who said it is
“not safe” for children under 12 to attend school without a mask, our entire school district of
55,000 changed their policy requiring mask use for K-6th graders. There is nothing concrete to
back this decision up. No statistics of children passing it along or getting really sick.

8/14/2021 7:08 AM

1874

Please mandate masks for all schools. Even those who are vaccinated are catching the delta
variant and will spread it throughout the community. Having students in person school has
been deemed number one priorty. We must do what is necessary to maintain that. The schools
will become super spreaders if the school districts don't take action to minimize the spread of
covid. We do not want to repeat what is occurring in Texas and Florida where they have run out
of hospital beds. The first weeks of the school yearat CCSD have shown that families and
staff are not taking their own initiative to wear masks. The mandate is very necessary.

8/14/2021 7:05 AM

1875

Until parents can provide documentation confirming full vaccination status for children not yet
eligible for vaccination of COVID-19 (11 & under currently), all children should be required to
wear masks indoors while on school grounds, at school events, and on school transportation.
It’s the best way to protect this age group whom has not yet been given the opportunity to get
vaccinated.

8/14/2021 7:04 AM
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1876

Thank you so much for mandating masking in k-6 grades! It’s the right thing to do for children
who can’t be vaccinated yet, and I applaud your leadership and adherence to the science in
these fraught times. Please extend this to all schools so that older children who can’t
medically be vaccinated are protected too…as well as those whose parents won’t or can’t
protect them by getting them vaccinated. They’re still children until they’re 18 and we need to
protect them all, as well as unvaccinated and immune compromised loved ones they have at
home. Colleges nationwide are also reinstating masking requirements, even in vaccinated
student populations. This will help ensure that school stays in session and our children can
have a more normal educational year. Again, thank you for doing what’s right, particularly when
others make it so hard to do so. You have my gratitude and respect.

8/14/2021 7:04 AM

1877

Please DO NOT mask my children!

8/14/2021 7:03 AM

1878

Thank you for mandating masks!!!! Children are being infected by COVID 19 at an increased
rate and with increased severity. Our friend’s 10 year old son was hospitalized for 4 days after
having MIS-C (the COVID aftermath that can be deadly). It was extremely scary to see a kid
sick like this. COVID IS REAL and CHILDREN ARE AT RISK. Children's Hospitals' ICUs are
seeing more admissions for COVID than at any time during the pandemic. Schools across the
country that are not implementing mask mandates are already suffering outbreaks. Without a
mask requirement, it will be impossible to ensure that unvaccinated children are protecting
themselves and others.

8/14/2021 7:00 AM

1879

Wearing a mask is a small consideration in order to help protect students and teachers. My
classes last year were all able to participate in work and discussions. Please don’t let the
voices of the minority parents drown out the need to protect everyone. At the very least,
mandate masks for K-6.

8/14/2021 6:59 AM

1880

I am worried because the variant seems to be impacting children.

8/14/2021 6:58 AM

1881

I firmly believe we are hurting our kids health by making them wear masks. Their CO2 level is
increased by wearing masks throughout the day at school and there is no scientific evidence
that children, even those under 11 are at a risk of significant harm if they contract Covid. In
fact, there were more kids that died from the flu last year than Covid. We never considered
making them wear masks for the flu? This is ridiculous and it needs to stop.

8/14/2021 6:57 AM

1882

Mandating masks for our children. Is heart breaking. The mental toll this is taking on our youth
is something that NEEDS to be talked about and addressed. I am so disappointed and
saddened by your decision to require masks.

8/14/2021 6:57 AM

1883

According to the CDC children under 17 account for .057% of all covid deaths in the US. If you
are under 17 you are more likely to die from the flu. Have you ever mandated masks for
children during flu season? Why not? There is not a pandemic amongst children. Masking
elementary school kids is nothing more than a political charade. Forcing children to wear a
mask for a virus that poses no threat is called child abuse. This is munchausen by proxy.

8/14/2021 6:57 AM

1884

I support mask wearing in all public settings including all schools.

8/14/2021 6:57 AM

1885

As a physician and parent, I fully support universal masking in school. With such a low
percentage of 12 and over vaccinated, masking and distancing is the safest option with the
more contagious variant . This will hopefully allow for school to stay in person. Our school
district did so well last year following all the safety measures of masking, distancing,
quarantining, exposure monitoring. We should continue these safety measures.

8/14/2021 6:53 AM

1886

I’m -00% in support of masks, especially for the kids not eligible for vaccines.

8/14/2021 6:49 AM

1887

Please have the children wear masks.

8/14/2021 6:44 AM

1888

I wholeheartedly support universal masking in all indoor school settings. At a minimum,
schools that have children younger than 11 and that aren’t eligible for the vaccine should be
required to wear a mask. Please impose a school mask mandate to help protect our kids and
the broader community. Thank you.

8/14/2021 6:41 AM

1889

Given the challenges posed by the Covid Pandemic, I have found that my position on masking
has drastically changed since March of 2020. Given that Covid is primarily transmitted as an
aerosol and the high vaccination rates of teachers, it does not seem necessary to mandate a
mask ordinance for students or teachers for that matter. I personally contracted Covid at the
grocery store wearing none other than a mask in May of 2020. As recent as early August
prominent health officials such as Dr. Michael Osterholm told NPR that cloth masking only

8/14/2021 6:40 AM
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provides minutes of protection and while securely installed N95 masks offer more protection.
I’m not confident that a mask requirement with mandate for N95 use is feasible, particularly
when the users of it are unlikely to install them on their faces correctly. In the last year our
young people’s human to human connections have been stifled by public policy and the
difficult decisions made by the school districts. Rather than perpetuating confusing and
unscientific narratives for our young people, grant them the freedom to engage with educators
in a mask-free environment. I do not see a world where this virus is going away and thankfully
the immune responses for those under 50 is substantial enough to mitigate hospitalizations
and reduce covid mortality rates in children.
1890

I wish we went back to a mask mandate for all indoor areas

8/14/2021 6:40 AM

1891

This should be the parents choice. I do not support a mask mandate

8/14/2021 6:36 AM

1892

Masks have contributed to my toddler’s speech delay. She was beginning to talk before the
pandemic and was unable to form words appropriately with her mouth because her teachers
had masks. Once the masks came off in the spring, her language skyrocketed. Additionally,
I’d be interested in seeing the data behind this decision if it is made to mask children.

8/14/2021 6:34 AM

1893

PLEASE Protect our students and teachers by enforcing a mask mandate in Cherry Creek
Schools!

8/14/2021 6:29 AM

1894

Masks should not be mandated. Anyone who cares enough to apply even the simplest amount
of reason to this issue will come to the conclusion that simply sticking a piece of any old fabric
in front of their face will stop a virus is ludicrous. Now if someone absolutely needs the false
comfort of a mask, they may wear one, but DO NOT FORCE my children. I challenge all to
look into those who are pushing the forced mandate. Are they even eal parents/family? Or are
they activists pushing an agenda to further divide our country? Our children don't deserve this.
Stand up for them!

8/14/2021 6:27 AM

1895

I am a teacher in Cherry Creek. My classroom is less than 400 ft.², and I will have 32 kids
between the ages of 11 and 13 in a room together. CC’s current mandate only Requires
children through sixth grade to wear masks, which means that I have no protection in my
classroom. I have an auto immune disorder, but cannot NOT work. I was vaccinated in
February and plan to wear a mask, but I do not feel safe in my classroom. CC refuses to make
a mandate without Tri-County doing it first. We have no rules in place about children getting
sick, quarantining, social distancing, I for see this ending badly for us in October with an
impromptu move to remote schooling. If we start now with good strong mandates, maybe we
can avoid closing schools mid fall when everyone gets sick!!

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

1896

No mask for children we are compromising their immune system!

8/14/2021 6:19 AM

1897

Thank you for your leadership that resulted in masking for all PK-6 students in CCSD before
the start of the school year! This was a critical step in protecting those unable to vaccinate yet
from: the virus itself, the social awkwardness of partial masking, and the disruption of likely
quarantines and school closures. Having a mandate in place would reduce the risk of school
boards changing their masking policy due to political pressure before the science indicates that
it’s prudent to do so. I trust that Tri-County Health would lift a mandate when the state of
COVID improves to a point that it is reasonably safe to do so. If the current state of the virus
in our community indicates that everyone should be masked indoors to control the spread of
the Delta variant, as recommended by the CDC, please consider extending the mask mandate
to protect students in grades 7-12, as well.

8/14/2021 6:17 AM

1898

I am a teacher and a parent and without any doubt support universal masking. It will be the
only and most effective mitigation strategy available in many classrooms! As class sizes have
increased dramatically with the return of so many student who chose remote last year
appropriate social distancing ( 3 or more feet) is not feasible in most classrooms. Additionally,
NO elementary students are eligible for a vaccine. At the middle and high school setting there
should also be masks. There are many who either cannot be vaccinated or will choose not to
be. We still owe it to ALL students and Staff to provide as much procreation as possible!

8/14/2021 6:14 AM

1899

Masks are an absolutely key factor in controlling Covid. The vaccine is also key but not yet
available for many school age children. It is also not a sterilising infection and the medical
community is recognising an increasing number of infections in the vaccinated population.
Vaccinated, infected persons hopefully have less severe symptoms but are still able to spread
the virus. As a physician and parent this is nevessary if we are to keep school in person.

8/14/2021 6:01 AM

1900

The end game cannot be zero risk. We will never get there. COVID is here to stay. Eventually

8/14/2021 5:59 AM
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this virus will evade the immunity. You need to go off of hospitalization with your current dial.
Stop moving the goal line. You will lose the respect and trust of the community.
1901

I am a middle school teacher and parent of a high schooler. I am thankful for this mandate. I
would have been wearing my mask regardless to model for and support my students.

8/14/2021 5:41 AM

1902

I will only feel safe letting my child return to school with full mask mandates. I will be forced to
quit my job and keep my child home otherwise. School should be safe.

8/14/2021 5:38 AM

1903

Universal masking is very important to protect our entire community.

8/14/2021 5:15 AM

1904

I do not agree with the mask mandate for adults and children. It should be optional. Mental
health is at an all time high as well as suicide rates. Give people choice. It is unacceptable to
make kids wear masks for 6 hours a day. I am very disappointed in the CCSD for mandating
masks for k-6 students.

8/14/2021 5:14 AM

1905

We strongly support mask mandates and COVID vaccination requirements.

8/14/2021 3:57 AM

1906

Kids can't be vaccinated yet, so it's really in their best interest to wear masks especially
indoors until those of us who want our children vaccinated can do so. I come from AZ and am
already seeing outbreaks in our former district 2 days into the school year, so I won't be
surprised if this happens here. Also have the districts considered whether they'd be liable for
any outbreaks that happen on their watch?

8/14/2021 3:24 AM

1907

I beg you to allow masks be an individual choice. Our child suffered headaches, migraines,
hives and eczema last year. We couldn’t figure out why, Dr after Dr until it was realized it was
the mask. The mask that the box states DOES NOT PROTECT FROM COVID, the masks
made by neighbors and grandmas, the masks made in factories that are not sterile. Children
are in closed up classrooms for hours on end, and being masked. AS Md, Rn and PhD I have
to assume you know this, I didn’t. *The mouth is the dirtiest part of the human body.” The
mouth is dirtier than the ANUS. And as a parent, you want me to have my child cover this dirty
part of the body and breathe that in all day. This makes no sense to me. Please help me
understand this. My spouse wore a mask 10+ hours a day, and began coughing. Took 2 Drs to
figure out it was Bacterial Pneumonia. Guess what this active Dr said, I’m seeing more and
more of this from the masks. Are you aware our children come home from school with their
masks dirty, wet, with mucus inside, but the worse is when they come home with someone
else’s mask. We were grateful for this summer. With reduced Covid travel restrictions, we
traveled throughout the summer. Our child has the sparkle back in their eye, but the one thing
that made me sad, is when we are walking outside in the Vitamin D blaring sunlight and
another child tells my child to put a mask on or else. When another child yells at my child that
we are all gonna die without the mask. I had to laugh when I read your concern of massless
bullies. I have several friends afraid of this as well, and guess what, none of them has ever
heard of their child being bullied for wearing a mask, but I can tell you my child has been
bullied for being outdoors and not wearing one, even after Dr Fauci said it was OK I IMPLORE
YOU TO DO THE RIGHT THING, and treat our children, the future of tomorrow as individuals.
Thank you for reading this.

8/14/2021 2:38 AM

1908

Thank you for mandating masks for all students under 12 years of age and for all staff working
with them. I believe there is enough scientific evidence to warrant a mandate for all students
and staff to year masks in all of the buildings within the district. Several school districts in the
metro area, including Denver, are listening to the scientific evidence regarding the delta variant
to mandate masks for all those who enter their buildings regardless of age. I believe it is more
of a political decision rather than a scientific decision not to mandate masks for all who enter
any CCSD building. If we were just dealing with the alpha variant it would be a different matter.
The scientists are saying that if we don't keep the delta variant in check, we will be looking at
even more deadly variants. . We all need to be practicing preventative medicine in light of the
delta variant and other variants to come. Thank you.

8/14/2021 12:34 AM

1909

Please do your job as a public health agency and put science over politics to save lives. Not
only are more students and staffs lives put at risk without a mask mandate, the continued
spread from breakthrough cases will only create a vaccine-resistant variant sooner.

8/14/2021 12:19 AM

1910

Having small children wearing masks all day for a virus that largely doesn’t effect them to push
a political narrative is wrong. Children under 10 are likely to experience much more hardship,
learning disruption and developmental delay from the masking than any potential mild sickness
they would likely experience. We are in a vaccinated house and have no fear of our children

8/14/2021 12:19 AM
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bringing home a mild COVID infection. Punishing and delaying my children’s development to
ease the fear of others and push political narratives in akin to child abuse.
1911

Masks should not be mandatory for children to attend school. There is evidence that support
both cases of pro-masks and anti-masks. I believe it should be a decision that is made by the
parent or parents of each individual student and not by Tri County Health . If the parents feel it
is necessary for their child to wear a mask then their child should be able to wear a mask. If
the parent does not feel it is necessary for their child to wear a mask then that student should
not be required to wear a mask. It appears that by requiring students to wear masks it is taking
away the parents and students civil rights. We live in a free county and this should be the right
of the individual person to choose or not choose to where a mask. How much time will be
wasted with teachers and faculty enforcing masks requirements rather the spending the time to
educate our children and future generations.

8/14/2021 12:08 AM

1912

As a parent to a child who has been hospitalized with respiratory illness several times, I
SUPPORT masks requirements in schools. Please look to Dallas county and other areas
across the country running out of pediatric ICU beds. Children will die waiting. We can and
should try to avoid a similar situation.

8/14/2021 12:06 AM

1913

I support using science to drive decisions that impact everyone’s health and safety in our
schools

8/13/2021 11:57 PM

1914

If a significant majority of staff and families chose to mask, it would probably work. But I'm
seeing 10-20% masking and that's not going to be safe for my immunocompromised children.

8/13/2021 11:52 PM

1915

The choice of mask wearing needs to be up to each individual family. This should not be
something decided for us.

8/13/2021 11:49 PM

1916

As more data is available, it is clear that the delta variant is the dominant variant in our area, it
is more transmissible (R0=6 or 7 vs R0=2 or 3), affects more children (because it is more
transmissible), and it can be contracted and spread by vaccinated individuals. Over a year of
data show that masks are the best way to protect the unvaccinated against COVID19. Why
would we put our vulnerable, unvaccinated, young children at risk for potential long term health
issues or worse? The small act of requiring a make will prevent our children from getting sick
and having to shut down again. I support universal masking in all indoor school settings, but a
minimum in indoor settings where there is a presence of anyone 11 or younger.

8/13/2021 11:42 PM

1917

Question 4 has left out 1 important choice: parents should be free to choose if they want to
mask their children or not in the school setting. BTW there are no RCTs showing a benefit of
masking. The data from 2020-21 showed that masking mandates did not prevent the spread of
covid in CO. All studies on masks in the past 20 years showed no benefit of masking in
reducing the spread of infectious diseases. Let people make their own choices!

8/13/2021 11:32 PM

1918

I support whatever best serves public health.

8/13/2021 11:31 PM

1919

I don’t believe in masking our children. The side effects of making our children are far more
harmful the very minimal threat Covid has to our children’s health

8/13/2021 11:30 PM

1920

Look at the data, and look at the facts. Children are not super spreaders, especially the
younger ages. I respect anyone who chooses to wear one, or not, but that is the key, it should
be a choice. Not mandated when there is no definitive science one way or another.

8/13/2021 11:20 PM

1921

We need to keep our kids healthy and safe at school keeping schools open for in person
learning . To do this we need the kids to wear masks at school.

8/13/2021 11:20 PM

1922

Thank you for protecting our children who do not have the option to vaccinate. The Delta
variant is widespread and picking up steam infecting our youngest population at rapid rates!

8/13/2021 11:17 PM

1923

Compassion, community, and common sense should dictate a mandatory masking order. All
kids, teachers and staff should comply. Without it I very one is at risk for more illness,
hospitalization, deaths & additional mutations that could defeat vaccines.

8/13/2021 11:15 PM

1924

Our 7 year old sits all day in a class at Lenski School where the teacher and 90% of his
classmates are unmasked. He is under strong peer pressure to not wear a mask even though
his family tells him to do so. The wishy washy, “do what you think is best” policy of the school
board leaves him no support. It leaves our small child to fend for themselves while the adults
who are supposed to protect them, abandon them. The LPS leadership will not protect
students unless you force them with a universal mask mandate for the unvaccinated. There
will not be mask compliance without a mandate from tri county health. Teachers are not

8/13/2021 11:14 PM

590 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
modeling this behavior and no one is supporting student health. Our young children are in
harms way and it does not need to be that way. Local cases are rising quickly now. Schools
will go remote and kids will get sick and need to quarantine. Please issue a mask mandate
today. It is not a matter of majority opinion wins. It is a community health issue where
leadership must act to protect the vulnerable. We can mitigate a surge. We don’t need to wait
until we are all in the midst of an emergency to act.
1925

Before kids are yet again forced to wear masks and bear the burden of protecting adults who
won’t get vaccinated, I would like to see the numbers re: the impact on kids. That is not the
same as NUMBER OF CASES because that is irrelevant IF children are not becoming
seriously ill. I cannot find ANY numbers anywhere on your website indicating that children are
being severely impacted by covid at a statistically significant rate. Your own representative
was also unable to find that information. I was promised a call back with actual numbers and
information last week - but it never came. We are behaving as if this is a pediatric health crisis
when the numbers I have seen do not support that. The numbers I have seen indicate that my
children are far more at risk riding in a car to and from school than they are from Covid. l want
to know how many supporters of masking children have kids trying to learn to read since
March of 2020 - because I have two kids that age (and a 9 year old). They can’t learn blends
when they can’t see faces and mouth movement. These kids have never been in school before
and YOU (not covid) are crippling them and their future. I want to know if these supporters
have kids unwilling to sleep through the night since last winter when they were surrounded by
hysteria and told that their germs could kill their parents? As for the comment on your meeting
agenda about mental health you have to be kidding. If someone is bullying someone that is a
BEHAVIOR problem not a covid problem and it’s NEVER acceptable. If someone is bullying a
child because of their haircut do we make all children get that haircut? No - we address the
bully. Let’s look at the REAL mental health crisis. In May 2021 children’s hospital Colorado
declared a “state of emergency” for youth mental health. We were all masked then, so the
“bullying mask wearers theory” as a mental health concern is ridiculous in the scheme of
actual interest in pediatric mental health. Our children are suffering in ways that are much more
dangerous to them than Covid and no one seems to care about that. Regarding your comment
about “overwhelming support for a mask mandate” I disagree and question your sample of the
public. Maybe 10-20 percent of kids have been wearing masks in elementary school - ask
classroom teachers and school administrators for real data. Let SCHOOLS, DISTRICTS, and
their ELECTED boards make policy because they know, see and care about kids. You are not
elected to make laws or set policy impacting kids in schools because you are not in schools.
You are not doing this to help kids. Your bias is blatant in the survey question below this
comment section: “I support universal masking, I support masking 6-11 year olds, or I don’t
support masking in any circumstance?” Just because we disagree with you, please don’t cast
us unreasonable people who would never support safety measures. Many of us who don’t
support masking now DID support it last year when we didn’t have a vaccine. We would
support it again if we had data indicating children were at risk. Show me numbers, in our area,
that demonstrate clearly that covid is much more dangerous to my child than riding in a car.
Then I will consider supporting increased safety precautions that significantly impact my
children’s mental health and ability to learn. Last, when does it end? If you’re going to do this
to my children I would like to know actual NUMBERS that you would consider “safe enough” to
let my children have a childhood where they can see their friends and teachers faces. To say
they can take off masks “When it’s safe” isn’t acceptable. Let the people who know, love and
work with our kids make decisions that impact their well being now and in the future.

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

1926

I have seen first hand how dangerous this virus is. I lost 3 family members to this highly
contagious airborne virus. I know over 17 people who got Covid while following guidelines and
after many weeks of hell survived. I follow the science, guidance/protocols from the CDC and
use common sense on how to protect myself, my child, family and others against spreading
this virus. I fully support universal masking indoors and out as well as vaccinations mandates.
If one person has Covid in this planet we all have it and by now we should all know better than
to pretend this virus will just go away. This time around kids are dying and as responsible
adults and parents, we need to protect them.

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

1927

So glad that our district is requiring masks for k-6. I wish they would also require it for older
kids since I know many vaccinated people that have contracted Covid19 and I have 2 younger
kids at home that cannot be vaccinated yet and one in Highschool.

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

1928

PreK and Kindergarteners do not know how to wear masks properly. They constantly touch
them, lick them, suck on them, use them as Kleenex. They are filthy and present more germs.
Teachers will waste time correcting mask wearing instead of educating them!

8/13/2021 11:11 PM
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1929

I am COMPLETELY against mandatory masks. I understand some peoe are more comfortable
and thag is fine. This is not a health department decision and should only be a parents
decision. These young kids need to have facial interaction and communication for their mental
health. They are also not breathing through these masks which limits their ability to get
adequate oxygen to their brains for development or attentiveness. Please dont allow our
children to slip even further down the education through this unnecessary masking.

8/13/2021 11:08 PM

1930

I do not agree with masking our kids again this school year. There is no reason to mask. There
is no science to back the claim to mask and these kids are not in the at risk category. They
are at risk for being in an environment that isn’t about learning, depression and suicide. They
cannot go through this again. They are finally getting back to normal and this decision to mask
again will put so many kids back to a dark space that they did not ask for. Please do not mask
our kids.

8/13/2021 11:08 PM

1931

We are so happy that CCSD finally mandated masks but all of Tricounty and surrounding
counties need to follow suit. People travel between these areas everyday and with delta, we
need universal masking regardless of vaccination status to protect of most vulnerable.

8/13/2021 11:06 PM

1932

After watching the conditions in CCSD during school check-ins, it was clear that there was an
imminent threat that multiple, serious outbreaks where going to happen in that district.
Universal masking has scientific support as a mitigation layer and not requiring it was an
untenable position. There is an argument that those above 12 can be protected with vaccines
and so maybe parent choice can matter more there. But enforcing the 11 and younger mask
mandate in middle schools will be impossible with the mix of ages including kids not eligible for
vaccination, kids who are fully vaccinated and kids whose parents have elected not vaccinate
them all mixed together. At the very least, the standard should be universal masking in P-8.
But the precautionary principle combined with the low actual cost, risk and minimal
inconvenience of wearing a mask, I support the universal mandate for all school settings.

8/13/2021 11:05 PM

1933

I would like to see EVERYONE wearing a mask at the elementary schools including charter
schools. This is to protect the little ones who cannot protect themselves with no vaccines
available.

8/13/2021 11:04 PM

1934

I fully support masking in all indoor settings to help mitigate the spread of COVID and the delta
variant.

8/13/2021 11:03 PM

1935

Parents are certainly welcome to have their kids wear masks, but forcing children to wear
masks when they are such a low risk of infection causes depression in students.

8/13/2021 11:03 PM

1936

My kids were in a charter school in Douglas county and they had no masks the entire year. My
kids never got sick and their classes only had 1 week each of quarantine (because of a
teacher or multiple family members who had been sick). Kids rarely get this virus. But masks
definitely don’t work with kids because kids are just gross human beings. They pick their nose
and eat their boogers. They forget to wash their hands after they go to the bathroom and then
they touch other students. Masks will not block those transmissions of germs. Plus they rarely
wash their masks. Please let the kids have a somewhat normal year.

8/13/2021 11:01 PM

1937

I have one vaccinated son (14) and one unvaccinated son (11). I am very nervous for my 11
year old and wish that at the very least…children under the age of 12 were required to wear
masks. Although for now, what’s preferable is that all children and adults in school wear masks
for now.

8/13/2021 11:00 PM

1938

Please make masking mandatory in Aurora public schools. My seven year old grandson is in
second grade. Often I pick him up from school. It’s very concerning to think that his risk is so
great just attending school. He has no problem keeping his mask on all day.

8/13/2021 10:58 PM

1939

No masks. Allow those who would like to mask their children but do not mandate them for the
rest. It’s unfair. Can can these children Lear without seeing their teacher faces. How can they
learn how to sound out words, NO MASKS.

8/13/2021 10:57 PM

1940

Please allow masking to be parent choice. Although there are studies about masks in adults
there are very few directly related to children.

8/13/2021 10:57 PM

1941

I’m very worried about kids too young to vaccinate. At least 11 and under should wear masks,
maybe with exception of people with special circumstances.

8/13/2021 10:53 PM

1942

Thank you for mandating masks to keep our kids safe. Not even one child should get sick or
die if we can prevent it with this simple and harmless measure. Thank you!

8/13/2021 10:52 PM
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1943

I am writing in support of universal masking for all LPS schools. It seems highly irresponsible
to go against the recommendations of the AAP, the CDC and Tri County Health on this issue.
As a parent of an LPS student, I am very nervous about sending my student to school each
day knowing that there are so many unvaccinated, unmasked students and faculty around him.
Because of the transmissibility of the Delta strain, waiting until an outbreak occurs will be too
late. This measure should be proactive, not reactive. We all agree that we want our kids in
schools. But, first and foremost, we want them to be in a safe and protective setting. Optional
mask-wearing is meaningless as it provides less protection for those who are conscientious
enough to wear masks. To protect all students, all of them must wear masks. Leaving out the
high school students also makes little sense. Although the vaccine is available to kids 12 and
over, many parents are waiting until they are fully authorized by the FDA before administering
vaccines to their kids. So, vaccination rates among these students are likely low, certainly
lower than for the overall population of the state. It will take more time for that FDA approval
and 5 weeks after that for an uptick in vaccinations. We could be deep into an outbreak by that
time. Based on personal experience from student reports, less than half of high school
students are wearing masks. And the ones that are, are the ones who are vaccinated and less
susceptible to the virus. High schoolers, while still at comparably low risk to adults, are still the
most at risk students in our primary school system. They are more at risk of severe illness
and death than middle and elementary school students. They can not be left out of school
mask requirements. I appreciate that you are accepting public comments. But, more
importantly, we need to be leading with science on this issue, not politics, and not "beliefs"
that may or may not be grounded in reality. The top scientific institutions are saying clearly
that masks are needed to stop Delta and to protect our kids. It's coming. Let's be prepared for
it so that our students don't miss valuable learning this year due to illness and exposure.
Please do the right thing for our kids. We are trusting you. Our precious children are in your
hands. I realize that standing by the science these days is difficult, which makes it all the
more important. Thank you for your time.

8/13/2021 10:51 PM

1944

As a parent and a teacher it is imperative that all staff and students be required to wear a
mask while in school buildings. No political agenda is more important than keeping students
and staff safe. School district leaders should not be allowed to make this decision as they are
not the health specialist and are not doctors. This is in your hands as the Tri-County Health
Department

8/13/2021 10:50 PM

1945

I do not support masking.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

1946

Universal masking should be mandated in indoor settings at school to greatly lower the risk of
coronavirus transmission between every and all students and staff members, whether
vaccinated or unvaccinated. We want to try to eliminate the spread (and further evolution) of
the virus as much as possible and also wearing masks would be a simple and reasonable
requirement to help minimize learning disruptions for all students at any grade level. In any
given classroom of vaccine-eligible students, we don’t know the percentage of those who are
vaccinated and we also don’t know the vaccine efficacy/ loss of immunity over time. We are
still in the middle of a pandemic and we need to do our best to get out of it.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

1947

With so many other school districts not going this route in neighboring counties bordering ours,
I feel it is ridiculous for any of our children to have to wear masks. I think it is going to hurt
their education and not be fair to the teachers to have to try to enforce it in their classrooms.

8/13/2021 10:42 PM

1948

As a primary teacher masks have hindered my abilities to teach essential skills to these young
kids. It is hard for them to keep them on and gets touched by the floor, other students, walls,
tables. Kids need to see emotions and faces to learn their world. Masks made in stores do not
work well to stop a virus and growing bodies need to have their immune system experiencing
the world to develop well.

8/13/2021 10:42 PM

1949

Until children of all ages can be vaccinated, it is our responsibility to protect them. If
vaccinated people can pass the virus, it should be obvious that masks in schools are
necessary. We must also consider children with special needs and health challenges.

8/13/2021 10:42 PM

1950

While vaccination is important, many people have either not received the vaccine or are too
young to be eligible for it. I want to keep our kids safely in schools. There need to be multiple
safety measures in place to this, one important safety measure is universal mask wearing! It
protects everyone, will minimize quarantine needs, and reduce transmission in schools. We
have done everything we could to keep our kids safe, and that cannot change now. While risk
of severe disease is lower for kids, it’s not zero, and as new variants arise, we don’t know if
that risk will change. We need to keep wearing masks, and following science.

8/13/2021 10:40 PM
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1951

Dear Tri-County Health Department, I am writing to respectfully request that you instate a
universal mask mandate. I am the parent of an 11 year old student at Newton Elementary in
Littleton Public Schools (LPS) who is not yet eligible to receive the vaccine. Currently, LPS
has a "recommended, yet optional" approach and truthfully, I am terrified of an outbreak. Our
child does wear a mask, but he is in an indoor setting with students who are unvaccinated and
unmasked, and so far, he reports that he is in the minority of mask-wearing students. I haven't
slept at all this week knowing he is at risk every time I drop him off at school. During an open
house earlier this week, a group of 1200-1500 people (the estimate was provided by school
leadership) packed into the school since it was opening for the first time. Very few were
wearing masks. History over the past year has taught us that this kind of setting is ripe for
transmission of the virus, and what I understand about the Delta variant based on information
provided by the Board of Health is this kind of setting puts unvaccinated students even more
at risk. I feel helpless as the parent of an 11 year old. He's not yet old enough to be
vaccinated, yet he's vulnerable in settings where masking is not universal. I am deeply
saddened that masking has become such a divisive issue. I trust the science and know that
universal masking is our best chance at slowing transmission and protecting our children so
that they can continue with in-person learning. Thank you for your consideration of this request
and know that I am deeply grateful for the continued work of Tri-County Health during this
difficult time. I appreciate you hearing public comment and I also think it's important for the
public to consider that you all are the experts in public health and your recommendations and
mandates are in service of the health of our communities. Thank you for all that you do.

8/13/2021 10:39 PM

1952

I strongly feel that masks, used for sanitary and health reasons have been needlessly
politicized. Items like this should never have been debated and it needs to stop. We need to
foster an accepting, neutral, and personal choice on the matter, similar to other health and
medical equipment. Masks have been used, and widely accepted in Asian countries for years,
long before covid. K-pop groups like BTS had begun normalizing them to western cultures as
part of their wild popularity before covid. Westerners were starting to learn that masks are worn
in Asian cultures when someone is sick, and it's a courtesy to keep their germs contained,
similar to when we were once taught to cover our nose and mouth when we sneeze, cough, or
yawn. Somehow, not even adults do that any more. They say you catch more flies with honey
than vinegar. The past 18 months have shown how divisive and polarizing mandates are.
America was founded on a rebellion. It is in our blood to rebel. It's time we try something more
positive, less divisive to encourage Americans to care for one another, and thus, fostering a
culture like Asians, where we would wear masks as a consideration for others. But first, we
need to STOP politicizing them. This is where we kick mandates to the curb and allow
Americans the freedom of choice. Letting parents make the choice for their children doesn't
mean there's no masking. It means parents make decisions for their children as they should.
Parents and guardians are legally responsible for our children. Let us do our job and
responsibility. We know our children best.

8/13/2021 10:38 PM

1953

On behalf of the students in the Cherry Creek School District, I’m asking the TCHD to
intervene. The Cherry Creek School District has made masks optional for both teachers and
students for the upcoming school year regardless of vaccination status. This goes against the
recommendations from the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics. This inaction is
putting our children in grave danger when those that are 11 years old and younger are currently
ineligible for the Covid19 vaccine. As a pediatric nurse at Children’s Hospital Colorado, I have
a witnessed that children are not safe when it comes to COVID-19 and it’s short-term and longterm effects. As the Delta variant is on the rise and much more contagious, I am writing you
today to please make a mask mandate to keep our schools safe and open this school year.

8/13/2021 10:35 PM

1954

We need to protect our kids so they can continue in person learning. That includes
affirmatively supporting wearing masks testing and vaccines and air filtration. Multiple
strategies will be the best way to keep the virus at bay and allow all of us to resume our lives.

8/13/2021 10:34 PM

1955

It is time to stop letting the propagated fear rule the lives of our children. The constitution of
Colorado and the United States dictates that we are a free country and a free state to choose
to live as we see fit. To pursue happiness and safety for ourselves and our families. To raise
our children as we see fit with a belief system that reflects our values and not be stifled by any
government overreach into what we believe is best for our children. It’s time to stop totalitarian
pressure on our children under the guise of the greater good and let them be free. The amount
of negative pressure division and bullying present is disgusting when it comes to different
opinions on this and I don’t see kids, or teenagers being very tolerant of others. It’s time to
stop the nonsense and let them breath. This is America and it’s time to start acting like it. If a
mandate is pushed my daughter and future children will never be a part of the public school
system. We all don’t need to believe the same thing and it should be embraced when we don’t.

8/13/2021 10:33 PM
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1956

Please mandate masks for all grade levels. Many people are choosing not to get the vaccine,
which is their decision to make, but my kids will have no idea whether the kids they sit next to
are vaccinated or not. We can protect civil liberties AND keep everyone safe if we compromise
by requiring universal masks, instead of requiring that everyone gets vaccinated. Masks save
lives and are noninvasive.

8/13/2021 10:32 PM

1957

Do not put my children in danger everyday. It is not safe for students younger than 12 years
old to attend school without a mask, as they are not yet eligible to receive the vaccine.
Vaccines aren’t 100% effective so staff or unvaccinated families at the school could expose
my child to Covid where they could get sick or even die. The simplest way to prevent this has
already proven effective. Schools last year were masked! Kids have done this before and will
gladly do it again so they can go to school.

8/13/2021 10:31 PM

1958

We need to consider the physical and mental well being of our kids first and foremost. OSHA
has Carbon Dioxide limitations in place for safe work places. Wearing a mask will increase
someone’s CO2 intake to unsafe levels in less than 3 minutes. Additionally, TriCounty health
is actively targeting unvaccinated people by ONLY calling them after they test positive for
COVID, and not vaccinated people testing positive, which is highly discriminatory. We will not
trust the state to educate our kids safely with mask mandates looming because clearly
TriCounty health is willing to prioritize pharma’s agenda for sales over the actual health of our
community. The only reason Delta Variant are being discussed is because the vaccines are
only approved for Emergency Use. There is no actual emergency so one is being created to
further vaccine sales. Shameful use of taxpayer money. Next you know they will be hauling
unvaccinated off to camps. If health was an actual concern we’d be discussing ways to
improve health, not ways to make it worse.

8/13/2021 10:27 PM

1959

My son is 5 and special needs. If he is denied an education because he won’t leave a mask on
his face I will pull him out of school and local media outlets will be notified.

8/13/2021 10:25 PM

1960

Please support a blanket mask mandate at all indoor school situations. They help support
those that are unable or unwilling to vaccinate, help slow this Delta variant and breakthrough
cases, and take away the peer pressure for those that choose to wear them from those that
don't. It would be much easier to enforce in the middle schools where right now 6th grade
needs to wear them, but it's optional for 7th and 8th. Overall, masks have shown to help
reduce spread of COVID, flu, colds, etc. Let's help support our kids in having a healthier
chance to have their much needed in person classroom time. Thank you.

8/13/2021 10:25 PM

1961

Please help us keep our children safer while attending in person schooling by mandating
masks in schools. My children are so happy to be back in school in person, but the only way
our schools have a shot at successfully staying open is to mandate masks. Not nearly enough
kids are voluntarily wearing masks in our elementary school right now. The middle school is
better, maybe split 50/50, but it’s still not enough to prevent rapid spread of the Delta variant.

8/13/2021 10:22 PM

1962

I firmly believe parents should make their own choice for their own children for masks, it
should not be mandated. They are unsanitary and abusive. We should have a choice as
parents.

8/13/2021 10:20 PM

1963

As a healthcare worker who has witnessed first hand, the devastation of covid both
professionally and personally having lost two family members, I implore you to consider
mandating masks for all school settings this year. We healthcare workers are exhausted.
Hospitals are already gearing up for the next wave which will be inevitable should there not be
a mask mandate in schools. We know delta is more contagious. We know children are
contracting the virus. We also know those under twelve cannot be vaccinated. Why would we
not do everything we can to mitigate the rise in cases?

8/13/2021 10:20 PM

1964

Hello, I am a 30 year resident in the Littleton Public School District. My children went through
LPS, and now my grandchildren are in the LPS system. I applaud the superintendent for his
decision to not require masks on the children at this time and leave the decision to the
parents. I have thought a lot about how to write this email regarding mask mandates in our
schools. I have been researching the ‘science’ for and against masking of children, and I’m
sure you have read everything I have seen plus much more! And I’m also sure that for every
‘science’ you read in favor of masking, there is something one can read contradicting the
science of mask mandates. Therefore, I am approaching this on a personal and wellbeing of
our children basis. Countries besides the United States are not masking children. The benefits
of masking our children do not outweigh the potential harm this may do.I asked a client who is
an administrative employee at Children’s Hospital Denver how Covid was affecting the hospital

8/13/2021 10:19 PM
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and she said kids physically sick with Covid 19 was basically nonexistent; but an additional
mental health floor had to be added to the hospital to deal with the depression, suicidal and
mental health of our youth. What we have done to our children is criminal. I have two
grandchildren in LPS, a third grader and a first grader. They faithfully wore their masks in 2020
and we were all thankful that they were able to be in person learning last year. This is a new
school year and there is still so much confusion and changing science in regard to Covid, but
we owe it to the kids to give them a chance to have a normal school year. We won’t know what
effects this pandemic and how society has reacted to it will have on our kids for many years.
Please, while we have the chance to give them normalcy, give the parents the choice to mask
or unmask their children. In closing, I want to share with you a conversation I had with my first
grade grandson. After his first day at school on Thursday, I stopped at his house and asked
what was the best part of his first day, and his response was ‘I got to see my friend’s faces.’
Please trust the parents to make the best choice for their children and do not go back to mask
mandates. Sincerely, Julie Wilson 720.299.4256
1965

Thank goodness I’ve already pulled my kid from the school district. How dare you do this to
children. Even when there was a state mandate it was for 11 and over. Kids don’t need to be
masked and neither do their teachers. They need to be able to learn and to do that, they need
to be able to breathe.

8/13/2021 10:18 PM

1966

There is no evidence based medicine to justify mandating masks for these kids. Its a 99.9%
survival rate at this age. Your focus should be on the loss of learning the past year and how
you are going to support these poor teachers to get these kids to grade level. .

8/13/2021 10:17 PM

1967

I believe that every person should have their right to choose whether to wear or not wear a
mask. They are NOT proven to protect anyone! Children are not dying of covid, why are they
being punished by having to wear a mask all day? I do not know one child who has died from
covid. But you know what I do know? 9, NINE people close to our family committed suicide
last year. Mental health is what we need to concentrate on. Not making people wear masks.
These children aren’t even wearing them correctly, what’s the point?

8/13/2021 10:16 PM

1968

A pandemic is a community problem and part of being in public settings like schools is doing
what is best for all not what’s best for the individual. Over a year in we have a lot more info
and should follow the research of what stops the spread. Requiring mask is an easy thing to do
to keep kids in school. We require other childhood vaccines, dress codes, weapons bands,
seat belts in cars, etc and those are often not fought against because it’s become the norm.
We can have masks and the vaccine become the norm for safety as well.

8/13/2021 10:15 PM

1969

I’m urging you to continue the mask mandate, especially for those under age 12. We need to
protect our children and do everything we can to keep them in schools. We saw the success of
masking last year with little transmission in schools with proper protocols. We need to protect
the vulnerable more than we protect those old enough to be vaccinated or make their own
choice. This is a public health issue, not a political issue to use our children for other agendas.
Thank you.

8/13/2021 10:12 PM

1970

Science demonstrates masks help prevent spread. We masked all year last year with no
problem. It makes no sense to remove precautions as the delta variant is more contagious. My
immune compromised 8 year old isn’t safe at her school unless masks are required.

8/13/2021 10:12 PM

1971

I don't think public sentiment should sway the decision. This debate has become idiotically
political. It shouldn't be up to public opinion. We have a public health crisis which must take
precedent over some absurd sense of infringed upon freedom.

8/13/2021 10:11 PM

1972

Because of the rate of transmission of the Delta variant and the fact that children under 12
cannot be vaccinated AND the data that shows the success of masking in preventing spread, I
fully support masking in schools and I believe the TCHD is doing a wonderful job mandating
this to keep children safe both physically and for their mental well-being. We know kids need to
be in school so we should be doing everything possible to keep schools open, keep students
safe, and minimize risk to everyone in the building.

8/13/2021 10:10 PM

1973

I am a Physical Therapist of twenty five years and a mom to three teens. I am completely
against masking anyone at any age but especially children. It has been over one hundred
years since the flu pandemic of 1918 and we as a world have survived Ebola, AIDS, Swine
Flu, Bird Flu, and many other viruses and Bacterial infections without ever a word from the
CDC, WHO, NIH, or local health department stating a need for masks. Numerous scientific
studies were also done all these years, including one by Dr Fauci himself proving masks
masks do not work in stopping any of these viruses and that even the majority of deaths were

8/13/2021 10:09 PM
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caused in 1918 not from the flu but from bacterial pneumonia from people wearing masks! Our
children are NOT at risk from dying from Covid! No healthy child has died in the US from
Covid! They are not carriers or spreaders ! By covering a child’s face with a mask, their
communication and speech is inhibited, their social skills are being impaired, their emotional
skills are being suppressed, yes the act of air exchange between oxygen and carbon dioxide is
negatively affected. Children as well as adults are experiencing headaches, lightheadedness,
increased fatigue, decreased alertness due to increased carbon dioxide in bloodstream from
mask wearing. In addition wearing a mask correlates to decreased water consumption which
can lead to dehydration and the above problems. There is absolutely NO positive with wearing
a mask and only negatives. It IS child abuse!
1974

Follow the CDCs guidance and require masking of ALL individuals in indoor settings. The delta
variant has changed the dynamic and it has now been shown that vaccinated individuals can
also spread COVID. Many employers who loosened masking requirements during the summer
are now returning to full mask mandates and it only makes sense that our schools do the
same.

8/13/2021 10:08 PM

1975

Masks should be mandatory for all kids in school settings. We only have to look at Dallas
where they are out of pediatric ICU beds to see how quickly we could suffer a similar fate if we
don’t require all kids to wear masks while in school and to promote social distancing.

8/13/2021 10:08 PM

1976

My child with a speech impediment will not recieve a FAPE by being forced to wear a mask.
He has an IEP and is guaranteed equal access to education.

8/13/2021 10:07 PM

1977

I would like to see all unvaccinated children with masks in school. Easier to get my child to
wear his to protect him if everyone participates

8/13/2021 10:06 PM

1978

I have four kids at three LPS school (two at Arapahoe, one at Powell, and one at Sandburg).
The one at Sandburg is too young to be vaccinated and wore a mask the first two days. Until
the vaccine is available to all kids, I support indoor masking for all kids. But AT LEAST for the
kids who are too young to be vaccinated. Thank you for soliciting feedback from parents.

8/13/2021 10:06 PM

1979

Masks are necessary for everyone at this time. Thank you!

8/13/2021 10:05 PM

1980

The mask mandate is pointless and they do not work. Just read the warning on the box.

8/13/2021 10:04 PM

1981

Our family is thankful and grateful for the mask mandate for CCSD PK-6, but feel it is not
enough to keep our students safe and in school, where they belong this year. Vaccination rates
are not optimal, and mask usage, when recommended instead of required, is far less than
desired. We have 4 kids in the district, only 1 is old enough to be vaccinated (and is), and 2
are at higher risk of complications if they were to contract covid. For these reasons, we kept
our children home last school year. They are so excited to return this year. We made this
decision on the assumption that last year’s guidance would remain in place in our schools.
Please, continue to keep our children safe, and issue a mask mandate for all students, staff,
and visitors to our schools. We know masking works. We are seeing the devastation in other
states and schools where guidance is limited. Please, continue to lead by example, and keep
our schools open for learning by following the best medical guidance we have.

8/13/2021 10:01 PM

1982

Follow the actual data. Not parents who feel they are suddenly in control. Let people make
their own choice for their families.

8/13/2021 10:01 PM

1983

Unless the mask mandate is removed, my children will be withdrawn from public education and
the district will receive no funding for my children. I will encourage other families to do the
same. There is a major withdraw-your- children date planned and many school districts will in
turn lose funding from a mass amount of families withdrawing their children. I personally was
harassed most of last year by school personnel for my inability to wear a mask for my own
documented medical condition. If schools would let families make their own informed decision,
there wouldn't be such a discrepancy among teachers and parents. If schools offered a way to
obtain a medical/religious exemption, I think that would be helpful in not excluding families
from attending school, simply because they CANNOT wear a mask. The mental health of our
students now and in the many years to come is at stake here! Students, especially students
younger than 8, rely heavily on facial recognition for safety and social- emotional skills. We are
depriving this generation of ever learning how to react to someone based on their facial
expressions. I personally have a special needs child and he relies heavily on facial
expressions and seeing mouth movement for his speech disabilities. YOU are depriving my
child of ever learning how to overcome these disabilities, by not letting him go to school with
out a mask! I've got another young child who thrives on the friendships she makes at school

8/13/2021 10:01 PM
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and the peer interaction she gets. Look what you are taking away from her! How wrong of the
districts to announce that schools will not be requiring masks only to turn around a week later
and contradict themselves. This is wrong after families have spent time and money registering
children for school and purchasing supplies, not to mention this call AFTER supplies have
been dropped off at schools. How is it safe to have an ice cream social at the school, then
later that day announce that it is not safe for kids to learn at school? How is it safe for kids to
be sharing bodily sweat and breath all over each other in PE, but its not safe for two kids to be
in the same classroom breathing the same air? I mean come on here. Let the families decide.
It will strengthen the bond of the family unit by making this important decision together. Since
when has the health of a family ever been up to the school? Let the families decide what's best
for their health and leave it at that. The families that can wear a mask and are in favor of
wearing masks will definitely do so regardless of if anyone else is wearing a mask. Don't take
our freedoms away from our students or their families!
1984

Please let the children go back to school this fall without the stress of wearing masks. Our
children need some normalcy after a long year and a half of uncertainty. If a family chooses to
have their children mask up that is fine. Do not make it mandatory for everyone. Let parents
make that choice for their child.

8/13/2021 10:00 PM

1985

Until they can be vaccinated, please protect kids under 12 by requiring masks.

8/13/2021 10:00 PM

1986

Please consider a mask mandate for indoor settings for all schools. With the delta variant on
the rise and the science showing masks work this would be in the best interest of the public
and students to remain in person learning for this academic year.

8/13/2021 10:00 PM

1987

There lacks any empirical evidence to suggest that masking young children provides any
benefit whatsoever to them. Evidence only exists to support the opposite when donning a
mask for a child. (Psychological disturbances, emotional deterioration, physical growth
alterations, bacterial infection incidence) Therefore, in an effort to be an advocate for our
children and not to assuage adults (whom have access to the vaccine) irrational fears, I
wholeheartedly oppose universal masking of children. Covid is not a risk for them and those
that it is or that are fearful have access to the vaccine. This is child abuse perpetuated by the
irrational fear mongers and catered to by the weak. Furthermore without regulating the type of
masks required there is no scientific basis for such a mandate as “masks must be worn”.
Germany required n95’s and saw no difference in transmissibility either. A study recently
showed that cloth mask wearers were more likely to contract covid than non maskers all
together. Let these kids live and stop pandering to the irrational chicken littles who are either
just power hungry or don’t know how to disseminate the data. Either case should bar them
from having weight in this decision.

8/13/2021 9:58 PM

1988

I support masking and making sure our unable to be vaccinated population are kept safe.

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

1989

Vaccines and masks should be mandatory for anyone who comes on the premises. Rapid
testing for those who do not have their proof of vaccine.

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

1990

Mask need to be mandated across the board in schools as well as everywhere that is indoors
or large crowded spaces.

8/13/2021 9:55 PM

1991

I am a very concerned parent that is frustrated that we are putting children at risk. Masking is
the very least that we can do to protect a vulnerable population. My kids are currently masking
but only a few others in their classes are masking. Therefore the protection is minimal. We
need to do better as a community.

8/13/2021 9:55 PM

1992

Masking school age children (5-18) should be a parental choice.

8/13/2021 9:53 PM

1993

Our kids should not be wearing mask in the school? What is the basis for having this? As soon
as the CDC to make up their mind on what is right I will get on board not until then I do not
support this. Explain to me what this is based on?

8/13/2021 9:53 PM

1994

There are no ICU beds left in the state of Texas because they are all being used by pediatric
covid patients. Let’s do our part with preventive measures. Masking is an easy and effective
way to keep covid numbers down and schools open. Let’s also keep in mind our kids with
underlying health issues who are at a greater risk of medical complications due to covid. Our
kids can do this. Finally, while I appreciate your desire to listen, please make decisions based
on sound data. Opinions are not always fact (including mine).

8/13/2021 9:51 PM

1995

I am thrilled that K-6 students will be required to wear masks in Cherry Creek Schools. Thank
you TCHD for stepping up to make that happen! I would further like to see the requirement

8/13/2021 9:50 PM
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extended to other school districts with similar transmission rate risks in our area and to
middle/high school students. Any group of largely unvaccinated people where the virus can
spread unchecked, even if a relatively low-risk group like under 18s, will act as a petri dish for
more variants that will make ending the pandemic harder for everyone.
1996

Based on scientific evidence that masking works and for the consideration of our fellow
humans, especially those with risk factors, underlying conditions, and those unable to be
vaccinated yet, I support masking in indoor school settings.

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

1997

I feel that for the pre k and kindergarten classes - or classes where they cohort anyways
(which most schools have done since the beginning of this pandemic) - this seems
unnecessary to mandate. Allow PARENTS to decide what is best for their children.

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

1998

Current guidelines of not mandating masks and allowing those that want to wear them and
those that do not supports both sides. Currently in my kids schools, hardly any students are
wearing masks showing that the majority of people don't think they are necessary. My kids
biggest anxiety about going back to in person learning was if a mask would be required and
they said they'd rather just stay remote learning if that were the case. Masks should be the
least of their worries and we need to look at how this will impacts kids! Most kids do not wear
them now and have not worn them all summer while playing with friends, playing sports, at
Rockies games, in malls, restaurants, or stores. Clearly most kids and parents do not want to
go back to masking and it would be a major set back in children's mental health to do so. If
there are major outbreaks in schools this could be reevaluated later but there is no reason to
implement this now and will only set them back mentally as they've already started school
without mask requirements. Masks make learning difficult, social emotional needs are
seriously affected, and they are not necessary or even proven to reduce spread. Mental health
should be the main focus of kids and getting them back to as normal as possible!! More kids
are suffering from depression and suicide than covid and this should be the priority. The CDC
can't even make up its mind if masks work. Masks are not county mandated so why would we
implement them in schools? This topic is clearly a personal choice for all and should remain a
personal choice. For those that want to wear them, wear them but stop forcing others to do
something they aren't comfortable with. Thank you for considering all opinions in this matter.

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

1999

I do not support another year of the kids having to wear masks. We did not allow them in the
schools last year due to facial recognition concerns and personal reasons we feel inhibit social
learning of our kids particularly at the younger ages. It's important to be able to see a child's
face or anyone's for that matter we are social creatures and you cannot read body language or
emotional responses well with a mask over their face. We were very excited and so were our
kids but now we may need to make the better decision for our kids and pull them back out until
you can find someone with enough common sense in your department to make logical
decisions based on data for kids that are younger and at very low risk; particularly in this
instance everything covid and now delta varian t covid related. I hope you consider this input,
but I feel politics and the way things are right now, you will put us right back where we were
last year and it'll be another year of our wasted taxes and overreach of the health department
when this should be based on an individuals decision on the mask. Thanks for your
consideration

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

2000

Children are at extremely low risk of serious complications from covid and the at-risk
population has the option to be vaccinated. Our kids have suffered enough negative side
effects from the last 18 months. They need some normalcy. They need to be able to see
people's faces to develop healthy social skills. I feel that masks teach kids that they need to
fear others. Please do not subject our kids to another year of this.

8/13/2021 9:49 PM

2001

In accordance with both the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics I whole heartedly
support masking for all people in our schools buildings. Having everyone mask will protect our
vulnerable children, many of whom can't be vaccinated yet. Having everyone mask will allow
learning to continue in person with less interruptions. This seems like a no brainer. Please put
politics aside and mandate masks for all people, regardless of age or vaccinations status.
Thank you.

8/13/2021 9:49 PM

2002

We have all worked hard to get vaccinated. For those that don’t wish to they can wear a mask
or not. Let everyone decide for themselves how they wish to handle it.

8/13/2021 9:48 PM

2003

Please require masks as per the Academy of Pediatrics and CDC recommendations. Children
under 12 can’t be vaccinated yet and we protected them last year, let’s continue to keep them
safe. Any preventable life lost is too much, do we want to look back and realize we could have
done more?

8/13/2021 9:48 PM
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2004

Masks should be made optional for children 11 and under. I believe for young children,
preschool age, it interferes with their learning and speech development. Young children do not
wear their masks properly and most often have it around their chins.

8/13/2021 9:47 PM

2005

I feel as though we need to follow evidence based practice when it comes to our children.
Young children are being less affected by Covid than by the seasonal flu. Let’s stop leading
with fear and remain level headed and realistic.

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

2006

Given the voracity of the delta variant, and how much more it affects children then the original
alpha strain, all students and teachers should be required to mask inside school buildings. We
owe it to our children to mask until we are able to fully vaccinate everyone. My fear is last year
we were safer in schools then we are today and the virus is worse today. If we can’t distance,
we should all mask. I think the LPS position is terrible and endangers every kid attending
school. I have seen how few students are masking and I know how close kids are in a
classroom. There is no way to layer or protect the kids with the current approach.

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

2007

Requiring our children to wear mouth and nose coverings for 8hrs a day is extremely harmful
and detrimental to their mental, emotional and physical health. There is no actual proof that
mask wearing, made out of any material, is effective for any age. How do you expect 5-11 year
olds to keep their hands clean all day while constantly pulling, moving and tugging on their
masks to be beneficial for their health? Masks are the problem to spreading germs and
causing illness because their bringing their hands to their faces 10x more than that normally
would if they weren’t wearing one in the first place. They do nothing but cause distraction while
trying to learn, increased breathing problems, irritated skin, headaches, reduction in oxygen to
their brains as well as harm to their bodies while inhaling of the toxins from their breath that are
meant to be exhaled. If the school changes their ruling and requires mask wearing then their
needs to be options of hybrid scheduling again so that we as parents have the option to not
allow our children to be subjected to this in class.

8/13/2021 9:42 PM

2008

Vaccines have never and should never be mandated - its a political, personal, religious
decision per family. Mask mandates existed at the onset of the pandemic. In current day, the
choice should be each family's.

8/13/2021 9:41 PM

2009

Masking is the easiest thing that we can do to keep our children who are unable to get
vaccinated safe. We are dealing with an opposition that lacks the internal thought process to
seek out those who are deemed experts in their field and are instead relying on those with a
lack of knowledge and awareness to supply their own confirmation bias.

8/13/2021 9:39 PM

2010

Until you acknowledge and factor in natural immunity, any guidelines are nothing more than
Kabuki Theatre. And, also, mRNA is classified by the FDA as actual gene therapy, so we have
no business as a society pushing it on kids without knowing the long-term implications. Think
that’s a conspiracy theory? It’s in Moderna’s SEC filing.
https://investors.modernatx.com/static-files/a6de7d15-3e57-404a-88c7-78b32f244125

8/13/2021 9:39 PM

2011

Masking our young children is absolutely unnecessary - they do not wear them effectively and they are the population least affected by this virus. Masks should remain OPTIONAL in
our schools and all settings. You're removing parents and children's rights.

8/13/2021 9:39 PM

2012

I am a new school social worker at two elementary schools in Douglas county school district.
Within the first two weeks, we’ve already had one staff member isolate due to getting Covid. I
would estimate only about a quarter of students wear masks. Although fully vaccinated, I
decided to wear a mask due to the Delta variant and the fact that the kids are not vaccinated.
As a new staff member, I feel a bit out of place wearing a mask, as I am one of few who wear
them. No one has made it uncomfortable by any means, but it does feel like I’m in the
minority. I can’t imagine how the few kids who are wearing masks feel. As a mental health
provider, I can see how hard my work with students will be if we have to go back to a virtual
setting or students have to miss days of school due to getting Covid. I feel like it is in the best
interest for all students and staff to require masks be worn in school for the safety of everyone
in light of the uptick of Covid cases.

8/13/2021 9:38 PM

2013

I feel as if it should be left up to the parent if they want their children in mask. We need to look
at the science not anything else.

8/13/2021 9:37 PM

2014

I have two daughters under 12 in CCSD (one has asthma) and my husband works for CCSD as
well. For the health and safety of our family, we implore you to follow the science and keep
masks mandated at school. Our girls go to Challenge which is unique for CCSD as a K - 8
school. We’d love the mandate to cover 7th and 8th as well as those will impact our exposure

8/13/2021 9:37 PM
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level and overall school communities health. Thank you for your current recommendation and
please keep it up.
2015

Please issue a mask mandate indoors universally. If not, please issue one for kids pre-k-8th
grade. Let’s be proactive and not reactive with the delta variant. Our kids lives and health
dependent on it.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

2016

It has been proven that universal mask wearing is one of the best defenses against the
transmission of COVID-19, and mask wearing played a key role last year in keeping COVID
transmission inside schools extremely low. Only “strongly encouraging” students and staff to
wear masks will not stop or slow down the spread of COVID-19 within the school when only
some are wearing masks and others are not. I strongly encourage TCHD to revisit a
requirement of universal mask wearing indoors for all students and school staff regardless of
vaccination status, especially at the elementary school level. Thank you for your time and all
this agency does for our community.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

2017

Until they can be vaccinated, please protect kids under 12 by requiring masks.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

2018

Leave it up to family to decide

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

2019

Masks have been proven to be ineffective. Making children wear them seems like child abuse.
Had we actually “followed the science” and treated the disease with known cures this
pandemic would never have gotten off the ground.

8/13/2021 9:34 PM

2020

Cases and hospitalizations are rising. The Delta variant is more infectious and herd immunity
is still in the distant future. Wearing a mask and being vaccinated are the two main tools we
have to keep children safe in school and work to defeat the pandemic.

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

2021

We want the universal masking mandated we need to protect our children who can not get the
vaccine yet, and our community. Wearing a mask no matter what your vaccine status is. This
will help keep our kids in school we can't have our kids keep going in-person and then virtual.
They need consistency.

8/13/2021 9:30 PM

2022

I support masks for kids as they don’t have an approved vaccine which is proven to protect
against severe illness and hospitalization from Covid 19. I don’t care about people’s feelings or
opinions on the vaccine, I care about the demonstrable scientific data suggesting vaccines
and masks are effective against the spread. If children get an approved vaccine, then parents
can make a decision on masking or protecting their kids against hospitalization and death
(what a sad statement to make).

8/13/2021 9:27 PM

2023

I am a parent and an elementary teacher in the district. I followed recommended protocol and
am fully vaccinated. I do not think I should wear a mask to teach my students. Is anyone
thinking of the teacher’s Mental health? Teaching phonics and other reading skills is VERY
difficult while wearing a mask. This is not best for kids!

8/13/2021 9:25 PM

2024

Please issue universal mask mandate for all Colorado schools

8/13/2021 9:25 PM

2025

I feel strongly that children wearing a mask should be a family choice, not mandated district or
county wide. The facts support that children do not get seriously ill from Covid. Their social,
emotional, and intellectual development far outweighs the tiny risk posed by Covid. Vaccines
are readily available to anyone over the age of 12. If someone is concerned, they should get
vaccinated. I’m in favor of vaccines for 21+ but please leave our children alone. Especially
those in elementary school who need to see smiles, faces, expressions, etc. thank you for the
opportunity to comment.

8/13/2021 9:22 PM

2026

Under 12 is most important. I think universality should be temporary until everyone is eligible
for the vaccine and/or the rates go back down.

8/13/2021 9:19 PM

2027

I believe all pre k- 6 students should have mask mandates.

8/13/2021 9:19 PM

2028

It is wrong to mask kids.

8/13/2021 9:18 PM

2029

No mandates! It needs to be parental concent

8/13/2021 9:18 PM

2030

Please issue a universal mask mandate for all Colorado schools. Masks don’t protect anyone
when only 10% wear them - this is what happened at HS a check-ins this weeks. Please
protect our kids, including high school students.

8/13/2021 9:18 PM

2031

My children’s mental health is at stake. They need some sense of normalcy and there are
options for people that don’t feel safe. For those of us that feel safe to do so, we should be

8/13/2021 9:18 PM
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able to send our kids to school With no mask.
2032

Masking in schools kept us safe last year. Please mandate universal masks for staff and
students.

8/13/2021 9:17 PM

2033

That is crazy kids should be in masks all the time. First we were sick with COVID, second we
vaccinated. So why we should wear masks again??

8/13/2021 9:16 PM

2034

Community prevalence of the COVID virus is rising at an alarming rate, and the Delta variant is
highly virulent. Many children are too young to be vaccinated, or not given the choice to do so.
The LPS “strong recommendation” for mask wear in schools is ineffective, as was clearly
illustrated by the apparent majority of maskless attendees at an LPS open house on
Wednesday night. Even being fully vaccinated and not immune-compromised ourselves, our
family is following the CDC recommendation to wear a mask in indoor public spaces, to help
protect our larger community and those who can’t choose to be vaccinated. It’s the right thing
to do, and it’s necessary to protect LPS children and vulnerable adults. I am greatly saddened
by the lack of adherence to LPS mask recommendation, even when that recommendation is
logically and strongly presented. It is thus clear that a mask mandate for LPS schools must be
enacted, and enacted now. It’s the only way to protect the health, the future, and the freedom
of our children.

8/13/2021 9:15 PM

2035

Please do NOT force little kids to mask up again this year. I have a kindergartner and a 2nd
grader. My 2nd grader is in tears and has ptsd from mask wearing last school year. My 5 year
old can’t even keep a mast on that long nor should it be expected or her as it’s not
developmentally appropriate and will take away from her learning. Kids are the lowest risk
category and at this point all adults/parents had a chance to be vaccinated so there is no
reason to force kids to wear masks for 7 hours straight. I don’t know any adults that can
handle mask wearing that long so kids shout have a choice to. Please I beg you to make
masks optional this year. The mental health of our kids can’t be ignored any longer! It should
be a choices

8/13/2021 9:15 PM

2036

Unreal that we are doing this again. This is mentally debilitating for most kids. It’s asinine that
the government is creating this submissive culture where no one has the freedom of choice. If
your sick, stay home. If your afraid, stay home. Don’t subject our kids or any teachers who do
not support this mask mandate to follow as such!

8/13/2021 9:13 PM

2037

There is significant evidence that shows that the negative effects of mask wearing far out
weigh any benefit (1.5% reduction in transmission). As a parent of an elementary school child,
I implore TCH to review the actual CDC and state data instead of relying on a preference
based survey.

8/13/2021 9:12 PM

2038

I remember last year. we've got cold and flue after my son brought it to home from school. I
don't believe in mask effects for kids. I remember I washed them every day and I don't want tu
put all details what I saw there inside the mask. I believe in parents responsibility- not sending
kids with any symptoms to school, washing hands, stricted school rules about kids sickness
and symptoms. I think we all wants to make the school place as the best place possible for
our kids. All summer camps used to work the whole summer, kids didn't wear the mask, and
everything was fine. We don't know exact data where kids or adults caught viruses, all
entertainments working without mask.

8/13/2021 9:12 PM

2039

More children died of flu in the year leading up to March 2020 than have died of COVID-19 in
the past 18 months. No one would have dreamed of insisting children wear masks to prevent
spread of flu prior to COVID. It would have been considered Draconian, rightfully so. It is cruel
to make them do so now and if you look at the actual scientific studies, cloth masks do not
prevent the spread of COVID.

8/13/2021 9:11 PM

2040

This is unfortunate. You have no right to control our children. It is ridiculous that a decision to
change the original plan for CCSD was made at the last minute. Do you have any idea how
difficult this is for us, as parents? You have made a decision based on “science” that is
inconsistent and unreliable and POLITICAL. I’m very disappointed in your decision and this is
not a good way to start the year. How long do you intend to keep our children under control and
masked in order to shut them up? You say you want to prioritize the mental health of our kids
and focus on the whole child. This is doing exactly the opposite. You are lying to us and can’t
give straight answers. Advocating for our precious children is last on your list. I’m disgusted
with your decision to mandate masks. You do t know what I go through, what my child goes
through and how it is affecting her life. Do you care? Clearly you do not. My body my choice,
but only when it fits the narrative. Ridiculous.

8/13/2021 9:10 PM
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2041

Masking needs to be made on an individual bases. Not a universal policy. There are a number
of reasons why a student should not mask and this should be left up to the parents. My
daughter has chronic asthma, and being masked will compromise her long term lung health.
Thank You.

8/13/2021 9:09 PM

2042

I have no problem with families choosing (based on comfort level) having their children wear
masks, I do have a problem with a district mandate for K-6 to wear masks, even though the
county mandates don’t follow suit.

8/13/2021 9:09 PM

2043

The teachers need to spend their time teaching and not policing kids. Wear a mask if you want
to. No one will judge either way.

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

2044

No masks

8/13/2021 9:07 PM

2045

While I would love to get to a point where we don’t need masks in schools for kids, right now
cases are going up and not enough of the adult population is vaccinated. If all teachers/staff
were vaccinated or more of the population in general, I may trust that kids will be ok. Until
then, kids need to mask. I want kids to be able to stay in school this year! Masks will help
that.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

2046

I am a health care professional Masks do not stop the spread Check your science Our best
masks (N95) stop particles down to .3 ug Influenza is .2 ug COVID is smaller than influenza
Any other mask is useless and was meant to stop splatter on healthcare workers - not viruses
Please do your research It’s like holding a tennis racquet in front of your face as someone
throws seeds at you I would be happy to talk to you in person

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

2047

I totally support having students who can't be vaccinated wear masks in school.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM

2048

When teachers are masked and all children masked the children miss out on a critical stage of
social interaction development by not being able to see facial expressions. It affects bonding,
trust, identification, communication.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM

2049

Vaccine should be required for all personal coming in contact with children.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM

2050

As a physician in the community, I strongly feel that universal masking in all of our schools is
unfortunately necessary at this point. Between the lack of universal vaccination and the
significant incidence of breakthrough infections, the only way to assure that our kids are
protected this year is universal masking. I signed a petition along with Nearly 100 physicians in
the Cherry Creek school district to support such a mandate. Strongly advising masking to
teenage children is a comically ridiculous suggestion. We all know that they are prone to
bullying and peer pressure. It will never be “cool” To wear a mask. The only way to assure that
this recommendation is followed is to mandate it. Anybody who knows children knows this
fact. And while there are certainly strong feelings on both sides of this argument, I feel that
you are obligated to choose the one that ensures the health of our children.

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

2051

Thank you for considering this. It is the safest option for those unvaccinated and the school
staff. You have my full support.

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

2052

Mask mandates for ALL students and faculty members regardless of vaccine status.

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

2053

Universal masking for all teachers, students and staff as per CDC and AAP recommendations

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

2054

Dear Tri County Board , I know you have no training whatsoever in health care, epidemiology
etc, but have you actually looked at the numbers?? Do you know that there are 15-17 children
in the entire state hospitalized “with” covid. (extrapolating from the state graph that shows that
a little over 3% of the current 520 cases of covid in the hospital ) are children under 19. Have
you seen that the hospitalization rate per 100,000 for kids under 18 in tricounty has hovered
between .2-.4/100,000 throughout this entire pandemic. Did you know that more kids died from
the flu in 2018-2019 than have from the past 18 months from Covid? Where were your mask
mandates then? To bow down to a group of people who are living in a constant state of fear
and panic, who think masks actually do a darn thing and a group who was never told that their
child could not wear their mask (aka security blanket) is beyond me. It's not "safe" , seriously?
Driving in a car to school is not safe. Wearing a disgusting mask that gets infested with
bacteria from a child's mouth and their filthy hands all day is "not safe" Suppressing how a
child actually develops an immune system is not safe either. Show me a study that shows
anything but an N95 mask can stop the aerosolized droplets of covid,(and this has to be
replaced more than once a day) please, I'll wait. People got vaccinated because these same
worthless "health experts" said that if they did no more masks. Now that's been found to be

8/13/2021 8:58 PM
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just another lie. I have no problem if other people want their kids to wear a mask, but forcing
those things on my kid who came home with a splitting headache nearly every day last year is
complete and total garbage. We went to the school open house earlier this week, very few
wearing masks because people are not scared anymore they understand their risk, many got
the vaccine, many others trust their immune systems, take their vitamins, eat a healthy diet,
and aren't obese ( all more of a risk factor than whether you wear a mask or not in regards to
getting Covid) All summer long throughout the state kids have been mask free hanging with
their friends everywhere. Polis let 50,000 people come to an all-star game without masks. Yet
here was are again. Kids are safe, safer from Covid than cancer, suicide, drowning, and so
many other things. They want to see smiles and joy. They want to breath. Kids are not high
risk for covid. If this was truly about safety mask mandates will be in place forever because
the flu and RSV and many other viruses are much more dangerous to our kids. When will this
end? Because unfortunately covid will not be going away. It will be with us like the flu, like
RSV. there are many more people who are fed up with this mask charade then there are who
think they make a bit of difference on reducing the incidence of Covid. So good luck this
weekend as parents hear about this in their Friday email dump. Thank you for your time.
2055

What company would have 30 unvaccinated unmasked people in a room? We wouldn’t do it
with adults, why would we do it to children. For the safety of our children, our teachers, our
loved ones a mask mandate should be implemented.

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

2056

Masks on kids are only providing more germs. Weakening their immunity. Masks will not
prevent Covid-19. Our children were barely ill from Covid. So many other illnesses that exist
are more scary and kills more kids. They are fine without masks. Do not force us. Let them
wear IF they want to. Those that are so scared and worried should keep their kids ayt home if
thisvirus is THAT bad. Should be a personal choice. What about all those times missed
because politics and children's mental health?

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

2057

Mandating masks will create an uproar giving unnecessary control to individuals who simply
desire policing others and causing division for their own ego trip. Let our focus be on what is
best for our kids mentally, physically, spiritually, socially, and economically. If we truly value
diversity we should model it in thought as well. If we truly desire to keep our kids safe at
school, we can do so without politics and mask mandates. The science shows this
demographic is at low risk. Free vaccines are available to adults and children over 12 with
adult consent to those who want it. Do not mandate this either. We live in America where
individuals have the freedom of choice. If you take that away from our kids with a mask
mandate you will silence critical thinking and sow rebellion. In the strongest words possible I
urge you to reject totalitarian thinking and reject a mask mandate. Instead give our kids the
freedom to be resilient and recover the learning that COVID stole and the mental health that
masks punctured. Should you choose to buckle to the political pressures and instate a mask
mandate you will see financial retribution effecting teacher salaries, jobs and schools alike as
parents unenroll their children and flood to other options.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

2058

Please please please require masks in indoor school environments where the children are 11
and younger and cannot be vaccinated! Keep our children safe and in school please. They
have no choice or no option to get the vaccine and we know masks help. This can save lives.

8/13/2021 8:54 PM

2059

As somebody who is married to a first responder the impact that wearing masks and isolating
kids has done has been detrimental to their mental health. We need to keep masks off of
children, they are not super spreaders they are the least likely to catch and or spread the
disease. If a family feels so inclined to have their child continue to wear masks that should be
their choice but it should also be a parents choice or a childs choice to not wear a mask.

8/13/2021 8:52 PM

2060

Thank you for urging Cherry Creek Schools to enact a mask mandate for kids under 12. Masks
are their only level of protection until the vaccine is made available to their age group. The
science is clear that masks work to mitigate the spread of the virus. Mandating, as opposed to
“strongly recommending”, will ensure that everyone hears the same message: Masks should
be worn by everyone. Unfortunately when CCSD attempted to give a little leeway to families by
saying mask wearing was “strongly recommended”, many people took that to mean that it was
a weak suggestion. Evidence of this could be found at the handful of meet-and-greet events
prior to the opening of school, where mask-wearing was spotty. An administrator at one of the
elementary schools was even overheard saying masks were “totally optional!” It is clear that a
mandate is what is needed in order to have the safest learning environment possible for our
young children.

8/13/2021 8:52 PM

2061

Please provide the mandate. Our young kids need protection in place for them.

8/13/2021 8:52 PM

604 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
2062

Masks should be 100% optional and by no way mandated same with vaccine!

8/13/2021 8:51 PM

2063

Thank you for pressuring Superintendent Smith to mandate masks for pre-K through 6th
grades! Unfortunately, there are SO many unvaccinated kids in grades 7-12 and we know that
the delta variant is infecting even the vaccinated so I would ask that you mandate masks for
all kids pre-K through 12 and their staff in all of TCHD schools. A vaccinated, unmasked older
student could still bring COVID into their home and infect an unvaccinated younger sibling.
Please keep our kids learning in-person this year and mandate masks for all pre-k through 12!

8/13/2021 8:51 PM

2064

Protect the unvaccinated and teachers/staff. Masks aren’t perfect but they help. Yes for
masks.

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

2065

Politics has no place in public health.

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

2066

I support universal masking at schools

8/13/2021 8:48 PM

2067

Thank you for keeping my kids safe and me safe, as a K-5 teacher.

8/13/2021 8:48 PM

2068

With less than 72 hours notice, your department has persuaded our school district to reverse
it's indoor mask requirement. Families ave already made decisions about the chool year which
starts on Monday bases on a personal risk-benefit analysis... And now those of us who are
confident and ready to go to school without masks on are left standing with NO say in the
matter? Where does it end? At some point, we have to acknowledge that we cannot "beat" this
virus. If masks worked, we wouldn't need a vaccine. If vaccines worked, we wouldn't need
masks. You can spin the one study conducted in India based on a vaccine that is not
authorized in the US that characterizes the Delta variety as a "legitimate" argument to go back
to mask mandates any way you like, but at the end of the day by repeating the same actions
(universal masking) and expecting different results, you're literally demonstrating the definition
of crazy. Our children are NOT in danger or extreme risk. The mortality rate among adults and
children indicates that we cannot even fairly label the current outbreak as a true pandemic.
Children are not spreaders, schools are not super spreader settings. The mental health impact
of continued, forced, mask wearing is unacceptable. To suggest that those in masks would get
"bullied" by those not wearing masks at school is completely ridiculous. It is subjective and
presumptuous. That door can just as easily be predicted to swing the other way, and children
whose families oppose mandatory masking and mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations or vaccine
passports can be categorized, belittled, and harassed. I find it appalling that this department
would use such a cop out to justify your recommendation for masking in schools. The choice
to wear masks Or not wear masks when the state has met the 70% goal of fully vaccinated
individuals should remain, regardless of any new strains, a family decision. FULL STOP. It is
time to start trusting one another's judgement and respect the course of action we each
choose. It is time to in the very least broaden perspectives and hear alternative interpretations
or conclusions from scientists and doctors in the field who have different perspectives to guide
health and safety measures, that maybe do not come from CNN.

8/13/2021 8:46 PM

2069

I want my kids to feel safe in school environment they can’t take vaccines yet please keep
masks in schools .

8/13/2021 8:46 PM

2070

Please consider a mask mandate for grades 7 and up. If we don’t all mask, it is not as
effective! My own children and the children I teach, deserve to be as safe as possible. It is
clear that superintendent Chris Smith has a lack of compassion for the staff, students and
families of CCSD. Please be the sensible, science backed decision makers and keep all of us
in Arapahoe county safe! Losing anyone, especially children, is not an acceptable response
when we have simple tools to help protect us all! Thank you for your time and thank you again
for mandating masks for preschool through 6th grade! This a wonderful start. Please continue,
and protect the rest of our students through 12th grade.

8/13/2021 8:45 PM

2071

I have two kids unvaccinated(under 12) and one vaccinated. Two people in my immediate
family have cancer, a husband and myself who are above "standard" weights with other
underlying conditions. I do NOT see how masking even those kids who are vaccinated can be
frowned upon. As it has been proven, especially with the delta varient, that you can be a
carrier even if you've been vaccinated. Common sense needs to dictate further mask
mandates for kids over 12 AND faculty at schools regardless of vaccination status. If one of
my kids came home a carrier and transferred to us, each other or our extended family who are
immune compromised, they would never forgive themselves -neither would I. Please dont put
our kids in a situation where they can become targets of other kids or parents who are ani
maskers-their lives literally depend on it as the delta varient is seizing on these unvaccinated
hosts. Please, they NEED to be IN school, and this is the safest way.

8/13/2021 8:44 PM
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2072

Please follow the recommendations and guidance of the CDC.

8/13/2021 8:43 PM

2073

Maybe if Mr. Douglas ever left his front porch he would better understand how the real wold
operates. EVERY picture I see of him online he is in a different outfit sitting on his front porch.

8/13/2021 8:42 PM

2074

The flood of emails sent in and viewed by your staff have been from a very select number of
people who have publicly announced their intentions to bombard you with emails. They are not
representative of the masses. It is an extreme disservice to change your scientific findings
toward the beliefs of people rallying together in a mob mentality to overwhelm your staff. It
should be the choice of individual families and circumstances on how they move forward.
Masks are CDC proven to have NO benefit to the current strains, and those families deciding it
should be a requirement, the minority, can chose to keep their children home. The statistics on
children have proven that this is not the level of concern it is being out to be. Your decision to
listen to the minority and throw shade on my children’s future is a disservice to the civil rights
of all as citizens of this country. It’s shameful to think that your initial guidance can so easily
be persuading to change based on your volume of emails from a limited number of individuals.
Your initial guidance was appreciated, you’re change is saddening. Please make the right
decision and let there be choice. Your actions now will dictate your reputability in the future.

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

2075

I work in a high school. I have a child entering middle school who is unable to be vaccinated
yet. I have a toddler who is unable to be vaccinated. With the variants showing that even
vaccinated people can carry and transmit Covid, I fully support masking in EVERY school. All
my classes are 30-40 students (most closer to 30) currently and I know there is not 100%
vaccinations among students. I do not want to cause my children to get sick on the off chance
I bring it home, so I will choose to wear a mask. However, I have felt judgement from some of
my coworkers, who are adults. What will our students face, if they chose to wear a mask? I
WANT in person learning, I WANT all my students to be able to engage this year, but I also
want them, and myself, to feel safe.

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

2076

kids do not need masks. the science does not support this decision.

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

2077

Masks are the best way to help slow the spread of COVID in our schools and support it fully

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

2078

I am so thankful a mask mandate is in place for kids who are not yet old enough to get
vaccinated. With the highly infectious delta variant, this is one of the best ways to keep our
kids safe and in school. Thank you so much for making the right decision!

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

2079

I feel masks are important in the schools. Since there are kids that can’t get vaccinated yet do
to their age. I was very anxious to send my kids since there is no social distancing and kids
with no mask. 6 kids to a small rectangle table. Masks are a must especially with the new
variables that are changing.

8/13/2021 8:38 PM

2080

I am fully against mandating masks for our children. The risk of COVID19 in school aged
children is very small, and not only that, the risk to their overall health and morbidity is even
lower with 0.00-0.26% of COVID19 cases resulting in mortality. That being said, the longterm
deficits of masking young children includes increased learning disabilities, decreased
responses to social queues and maturation, weakened overall immunity, and multiple
psychosocial longterm effects. I have three children, two of which are school aged, who have
suffered through wearing a mask for the past year. Their interactions with their schoolmates
and bonding with teachers was inhibited due to inability to see faces and the fear of going near
or playing with friends. This is how children learn, through social queues and interaction. To
take this away from our children, without justifiable, SCIENTIFICALLY proven cause is child
abuse. My third child was born during the COVID pandemic and I can already see her delay in
socialization, which is heartbreaking to me. Please do not mask our children. Please allow
parents to choose what is right for their children based on individual risk factors and comfort
levels. I am a highly educated healthcare provider within the state's top-rated hospital system,
so my information and understanding of the masking mandates IS based on statistics and
overall trends of other communicable diseases. Thank you.

8/13/2021 8:38 PM

2081

Science proves masks do more harm than good to children!! Absolutely no necessary!

8/13/2021 8:38 PM

2082

I support the universal masking in all school settings. Thank you

8/13/2021 8:36 PM

2083

I live in Arapahoe County but my children attend a Douglas County Charter school. I also work
for Douglas County Schools.

8/13/2021 8:34 PM

2084

All students Pre-k through 12 grade need to have a mask mandate.

8/13/2021 8:34 PM
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2085

As a parent of young children learning how to navigate school, learning and formative social
interactions with both teachers and fellow students, I wholeheartedly disagree with masking
school-age children. Furthermore, the research and data continue to show that children are the
least as-risk group for both contracting and spreading Covid. It makes no sense to cause
further social anxiety, dental issues, and skin irritation to this population. We are risking the
development and education of a generation of low risk individuals when your time , TCHD,
should be spent figuring out how to take care of and protect the elderly and compromised
individuals of your country without paralyzing the rest of a community. Please, if you care
about the overall mental, emotional, physical health of this county, DO NOT MANDATE
MASKS IN SCHOOLS! It will only prove to cause more problems.

8/13/2021 8:34 PM

2086

I do not believe it is in children's best interest to wear masks in school all day, it should be the
parents choice to choose what’s best for them and their family. Do not make this a mandatory
requirement.

8/13/2021 8:32 PM

2087

There is no reason to mask children. We never wore masks during flu season and there is less
risk to children from covid than the flu. Besides masks are proven to not work. They had to
wear them all last year. Enough is enough. Let our children breathe.

8/13/2021 8:29 PM

2088

As a pediatrician and mother of an 18 month old and 3 year old, I very strongly support
required masking for all children, teachers, and staff at this time regardless of vaccination
status, but especially for those children under age 12 who are currently too young for the
COVID vaccine. Please take a stand for our children and follow this recommendation from the
CDC and the AAP.

8/13/2021 8:29 PM

2089

I am ashamed of tri-county for giving into virtue signaling and not following real science. How
can you be trusted to teach our children when you won’t follow the facts. Mask are detrimental
to learning, social interactions, and schooling entirely. There is no imperial evidence mask do
any good. Eliminate this mandate now. If people want to mask that should be a personal
choice not a mandate.

8/13/2021 8:28 PM

2090

As a physician who cares for patients of all ages, I know first-hand how sick children can
become when infected with COVID. As the American Academy of Pediatrics has made clear,
the benefits of mandatory masks for unvaccinated schoolchildren far outweighs any
inconvenience.

8/13/2021 8:28 PM

2091

Please consider the emotional and psychological effects these masks have on small children.
Also, the negative health impacts on children with sensory issues or who are neurodiverse and
can not handle mask wearing for a variety of reasons, but will be forced to regardless.

8/13/2021 8:28 PM

2092

We need to continue to protect those who do not have the option of vaccination. We cannot
realistically expect the fight for masks to continue indefinitely due to others' refusal to be
vaccinated but we can compromise on a limited time period of masking until ALL persons have
the option to be vaccinated. Up to that point, TCHD has done what they can to protect the
public and the rest are up to individuals to be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 8:28 PM

2093

I do not believe masks are effective against spreading coronavirus or any virus for that matter.
In my opinion and observations, when kids wear a mask they are constantly touching their
faces to adjust their masks posing more risk of spreading germs. Kids are not medical
professionals and can not possibly follow the proper guidelines for mask wearing nor should
they be expected to! It poses more risk to them and others because they are constantly
touching their faces. I was so proud of our school district for giving parents the choice! I’m
deeply saddened and disappointed you’ve taken this choice away from us!

8/13/2021 8:25 PM

2094

I do not support the mask mandate for my 5th grader going to Timberline Elementary School. I
feel this should be a family decision. Our kids have dealt with too much at this point and need
normalcy as much as possible.

8/13/2021 8:25 PM

2095

Thank you thank you for listening to science.

8/13/2021 8:24 PM

2096

First of, thank you for working with CCSD and helping to create a mask mandate for Pre-K - 6.
I hope that you will extend that all kids (7th-12th grade) while indoors at school. We know that
masks are a great way to help prevent the spread of Covid. We also know that if you have
been vaccinated, you can still contract Covid and spread it, especially to the unvaccinated like
little brothers and sisters. Because of this, I urge you to mandate masks be worn by all
students and teachers while indoors. Thank you!

8/13/2021 8:23 PM

2097

The mask mandate is a very wise decision. Cherry Creek has thankfully implemented a mask

8/13/2021 8:22 PM
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mandate for k-6 as of today. “Encouraged” to wear masks isn’t enough - it will mean hardly
anyone will wear one. Since children under 12 are unable to be vaccinated and with the Delta
variant being more contagious- masks are crucial. Florida is already experiencing massive
outbreaks and school has only been in session for a week. It’s mentioned the mandate will be
for age 11 and younger - there are kids 12 years old in 6th grade and they should only not have
to wear a mask of proof of vaccination is shown. But with that said, please please please for
the sake of our children, require masks regardless of vaccination status. With each day we are
learning how even vaccinated people are getting it and spreading it.
2098

Please keep our babies safe at school by issuing a mask mandate for students and staff

8/13/2021 8:19 PM

2099

I am a Grandma to four students. I want them to remain healthy and in school. I also want to
be able to have interactive relationship with them.

8/13/2021 8:17 PM

2100

Results of all mask science, of which I will provide a PDF if requested, says masks do NOT
work and further that they cause more harm than good. Our children have a 99.99% survival
rate from this virus. In fact, they are more likely to die from flu and we never masked them
until now! This situation is about politics and control. Enough is enough. Let my child breathe.

8/13/2021 8:17 PM

2101

Masks are critical for the safety of all students and staff. Science needs to be make the
decision about mask use, not politics.

8/13/2021 8:14 PM

2102

Educational institutions should always put safety and evidence-based decision making first. I
am a parent and staff member and feel schools should be safe.

8/13/2021 8:14 PM

2103

Masks are essential to our health. We are already facing a teacher shortage in the state. That
will increase as teachers aren’t protected by health

8/13/2021 8:13 PM

2104

Masks should be optional!! I do not want my children wearing masks a second year in a row.
Let these kids build some immunity before they turn into bubble kids. My daughter already had
Covid and my 6 year old son wears glasses. He can barely see throughout the day. This has to
stop!!

8/13/2021 8:12 PM

2105

Masks are the most effective measure to protect children unable to be vaccinated. You have a
responsibility to protect children from getting sick with a serious variant like delta, not just to
react once it has already happened and put their lives at risk. Public health experts all agree
that masks are necessary to prevent spread.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

2106

With delta wave here please make masks mandatory at all levels of schools in Colorado. Don't
let our kids get sick..it is avoidable..deaths of kids is preventable

8/13/2021 8:10 PM

2107

Having our children in in person school is of the utmost importance, not only for their education
but also for their social, emotional, and mental well-being. Per the CDC, the best way to do this
is a layered approach, which includes masking. I fear that without masking, there will be
several outbreaks within schools, keeping large groups of kids at home. Additionally, delta
variant is far more transmissible, and children could unwittingly pass it onto family members
who, even if vaccinated, could become ill and spread to others. Keeping our children masked
in schools is the best way to ensure that our children get the education they need and to keep
this pa democracy from worsening.

8/13/2021 8:10 PM

2108

am pleased that the TCHD has mandated masks for all school children under the age of 12.
Unfortunately, many of those 11-year olds are starting 6th grade. Middle school consists of
6th, 7th, and 8th grade. This will leave 2/3 of each middle school students and staff with no
mandate. This seems to defeat the purpose at the middle schools. Please reconsider your
strong recommendation/encouragement and mandate masking for ALL grades, K-11. Thank
you.

8/13/2021 8:08 PM

2109

I am a teacher and parent of kids under the age of 12. I am deeply angered and frustrated that
our district has not mandated masks, especially for our 3-11 year olds. Why can we not learn
from schools around the country that are already going virtual or worse, have lost someone
due to COVID. You can’t make everyone happy but you CAN keep everyone safe. I want to
keep all of my own kids, my students, and my colleagues safe and we can do that with
masks. It worked last year!!! I do NOT want to teach remotely and Rae know that is not best
for kids. Please do the right thing and mandate masks immediately!

8/13/2021 8:07 PM

2110

The CDC’s recommendation is that all adults, regardless of vaccination status, wear masks in
indoor settings now due to the rapid spread and easy transmissibility of the Delta variant. Why

8/13/2021 8:07 PM
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should schools be any different? Everyone should be wearing a mask, as the CDC clearly
stated in their guidance for schools. Please protect all school children!
2111

Masks are really the best option we have at the moment to keep kids safe until they are able
to be vaccinated. Because all major health organizations in the US are saying that masks
need to be required in schools, I cannot see how we can go against that advice.

8/13/2021 8:07 PM

2112

We cannot trust all members of the public to make sure that the right thing is done, which is to
keep those that are unable to be vaccinated or immune I promised safe. As a physician, the
amount of times I have heard my patients say they have been out in public despite symptoms
or positive covid testing is dumbfounding.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

2113

Quoting LPS Superintendent Brian Ewert “LPS will rely on parents to make the very best
decision for their children.” A mask mandate implies I do not have the right to make the very
best decision for my children. That Tri-County BOH knows what’s better for my children than I
do. Please respect me and my parenting.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

2114

We don't know the precautions others are taking outside of school so with the prevelance of
the Delta variant of Covid, I believe it will be prudent for everyone to mask up in school. I
believe this is the only way to avoid transmission in school leading to quarantines and school
closures.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

2115

Please respect parental choice and extend us the freedom to choose what is best for our
children. Covid is not going anywhere. This will be an ongoing obstacle and consideration for
many years to come. We all understand the risk involved. It is our body, our choice. Please
give us the CHOICE to assess the greater risk for own children: maximum mental health risk
(anxiety, fear, withdrawal, isolation) or minuscule physical risk. Parents are the legal guardians
of our children. WE get to make this decision. Thank you for allowing us the freedom to think
critically and advocate for our children.

8/13/2021 8:05 PM

2116

Thank you for your mask guidance. I would like to see K through 12 use masks. Mainly
because even if they are vaccinated then could still bring it home to their younger siblings that
can’t receive the vaccine.

8/13/2021 8:04 PM

2117

Covid vs flu facts for young children. Please consider the mental damage being caused to
children by wearing a mask. Leave the decision up to the parents.

8/13/2021 8:02 PM

2118

Scientist and medical professionals have proven mask wearing to be effective against disease
transmission.

8/13/2021 8:00 PM

2119

This is people’s lives at stake and our children lives no room for opinions. Follow the science
and the CDC recommendations. You see FL and TX and MS why even risk it.

8/13/2021 8:00 PM

2120

I am writing in support of a mandate requiring masks indoors for all k-12 and college-level
institutions in the Tri-County Health Department's jurisdiction. While I and my adult children are
vaccinated, I have two elementary-age grandchildren for whom a vaccine is not yet available.
Without a mask mandate in all the schools, my family risks COVID-19 in my two grandchildren
and I am at added risk of acquiring a breakthrough disease because I am over 70 and diabetic.
Please follow the science and issue a comprehensive mask mandate. Thank you very much.

8/13/2021 7:59 PM

2121

Universal masking in school is vital to protect all our unvaccinated children. There is no other
way to protect them until the vaccine is available.

8/13/2021 7:59 PM

2122

No masks in our schools!! Mandates are unconstitutional and only provide a distraction to our
students while they try to learn.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

2123

I support universal masking if it it will support in-person learning and help prevent learning
disruption due to quarantine or distance learning.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

2124

0.01% of kids that have tested positive for COVID have died. I’m more scared of my child
catching the flu. Let our poor children breath freely in school. They’ve suffered enough. My
daughter is so excited to get back to a more normal this year. When I told her about masks
she was visibly upset. Children are not the issue here. It’s un vaxxed adults.

8/13/2021 7:56 PM

2125

Your health department shows no data that supports children are a high risk for getting or
transmitting covid. Masks should be a parent choice!!

8/13/2021 7:55 PM

2126

Unvaccinated teachers or students should be required to wear masks in schools.

8/13/2021 7:54 PM

2127

Masking in schools is critical for not only curbing the spread of the delta variant but also for

8/13/2021 7:53 PM
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the mental health of students. Students need to know what to expect, and removing protocols
that worked previously will lead to much more unknown, the root of anxiety. Making masking
recommended will not work, as can be plainly seen in the schools thus far. Kids will suffer
tremendous mental health issues if masking is left to peer pressure! If we want to keep our
kids safe physically and mentally and keep them in school, masking is not only needed but
integral.
2128

No masks! We transferred to this district for parents choice, we will leave if masks required.

8/13/2021 7:52 PM

2129

CDC is recommending masking for all public indoor activities, regardless of vaccination status
- why would we not follow that same recommendation for all ages in school where social
distancing is not possible? We should be proactive in keeping hospital beds available, ending
this pandemic, and allowing the time needed to reach much higher vaccination rates across all
ages of the population, not just adults. This is not political, this is rational and reasonable
measures to keep out medical and business services operational and keeping as many people
as possible as healthy as possible until everyone who wants a vaccine has one.

8/13/2021 7:52 PM

2130

All schools should be masked.

8/13/2021 7:51 PM

2131

Please make sure everyone of age who is required to walk into a school gets a vaccine before
you hurt our student’s mental and academic health. Kid’s have a much harder time of learning
through masks.

8/13/2021 7:46 PM

2132

NO MASKS make it optional

8/13/2021 7:46 PM

2133

I had more students sick last year with respiratory issues than in any previous year. I had
students with sores on their faces from bacteria trapped against their skin. I went home
EVERY night with a headache from breathing through a mask all day and no voice from having
to try to be heard through a mask. Just stop. Let parents make decisions for their child's
health.

8/13/2021 7:43 PM

2134

I have an immunocompromised 9 year old child. I fully support a mask mandate to keep him,
and all kids, safe.

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

2135

Masks should be in all k-12 settings

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

2136

I work at a high school and teenagers gather in groups all the time together outside of school
so why ask them to wear inside of school. The teens don’t have them pulled up and fitted
properly anyway. I also believe masking has a negative impact on learning. The chances of
teens having a severe case of Covid and getting it from a school setting are extremely
minimal. Let them learn in a normal manner and if some teens choose to wear a mask then
that is their choice.

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

2137

I chose masks over remote learning!!! Please keep masks optional for as long as possible. We
are willing to wear to prevent school closures!!

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

2138

Thanks for all you did to get the ball rolling on mask mandates for our students!

8/13/2021 7:40 PM

2139

Please keep learners and instructors safe by requiring PK-12 and higher Ed to mask indoors. If
the Pfizer vax is only 42 percent effective, too many people can become ill. Vaccines are still
an important tool, but they can’t be the only tool. Masks are still effective and needed!

8/13/2021 7:39 PM

2140

Hospitals are filling up again, this time including children and young adults, and we should do
all that we can curb the spread of the sars-cov2 virus.

8/13/2021 7:38 PM

2141

A mask mandate is not really such a big ask to help end this pandemic! Mask mandates
should definitely be required by all students, teachers, and personnel as well as any visitors
inside school buildings regardless of age or vaccination status. We need to protect those who
for whatever reason can not yet be vaccinated due to age or illness, immune compromised,
etc. and to keep people from bringing home infections. We are far from being through with
Covid 19 and masks (along with vaccination) protects us, our families, those we come in
contact with. It is a moral societal obligation for all to help end this pandemic. This is not a
political issue is is a health issue. Follow science we should be a more intelligent species. If
people do not want to be told what to do - then let them stay home - not infect us all, not to
mention the medical personnel who suffer from the spread of this disease. Anti- maskers have
rights they claim, well so do the rest of us and we do not want their rights infecting us all!
Thank you for listening to my concerns.

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

2142

Universal masking is a key way, proven by data, to mitigate the risk of covid 19 in conjunction

8/13/2021 7:34 PM
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with other safety measures. It is the best way to ensure our students who are not eligible to be
vaccinated remain safe. Also- data shows and the cdc supports masking for all in indoor
setting due to the nature of how the new delta variant spreads. I firmly stand on the side of
science and ask the county to support science based practices as well so we as parents and a
community can ensure our students can lear in the best place possible- the classroom- and do
it safely. I should not have to choose my students physical health needs over their educational
needs. The health department and the school and the community owe it to our children to keep
them sage and healthy and allow them an educational opportunity at the same time. Cherry
creeks school districts own data from the 20-21 school year shows that universal masking plus
other mitigation measures makes a classroom a safe place to be. But those measures are not
as effective without universal masking.
2143

No masks! No science behind this . Cases go not equal deaths/hospitalizations! Please prove
me wrong

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

2144

A mask requirement for schools would be in line with both CDC and AAP guidance and help
keep our kids and community safe until all can be vaccinated

8/13/2021 7:32 PM

2145

Mask mandates are essential in our schools to help prevent the spread. It is apparent that if
they are not required, they will not be worn. A shut down, again, will most certainly happen if
we don’t take proper precautions.

8/13/2021 7:32 PM

2146

Parents should have the right to decide if their child/children wear a mask to school

8/13/2021 7:32 PM

2147

Absolute BS… you guys aren’t using science. Chickening out saying it’s recommended by the
CDC is ridiculous. Stand Up have a backbone… what are you teaching these kids? To fear
fresh air, that others are bad to be around, crippling them socially? What are you truly doing…
class action lawsuits are very effective and NO you do not have prosecutorial immunity here!

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2148

I am a kdg teacher and mom and am begging for a mandatory mask mandate until all school
age children have an opportunity to be fully vaxxed

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2149

This should be a decision for the family NOT some school board!! Yes kids need to be in
school but kids also need to feel comfortable in school and the masks are not comfortable!! If
a child does not want to wear a mask and or his parents or her parents do not want them to
wear a mask that is the decision of the family that is not this decision of a school board or
teachers!! Kids have already lost so much because of this ridiculous mask mandate!! First it
was masks then it was the vaccine If the masks work what's the need for the vaccine And if
the vaccine works then we still shouldn't need masks!! This is absolutely ridiculous!! Again
people sitting on these boards are making decisions that are not theirs to make!! If they want
their child to wear a mask then so be it but they have no right making the decision for my
children or anyone else's children for that matter!! The masks for 8 hours is unbearable to
these children!! They need fresh air!! You're forcing people to have to make a decision on
whether to send their kids to school wearing masks all day or choose to homeschool them
where they can have some sense of freedom without being miserable for 8 hours!! This is not
your decision to make!!

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2150

What is the actual benefit to masking? There isn’t one. People including children need germs.
If the state is seeing an uptick in normal illness it’s because our bodies have no idea what to
do now that they are being reintroduced to germs. I work in a child care facility that has
children and school age children up to the ages of 6 and have worked in one other at the height
of the pandemic with children as old as 12. No mask required! And there were very few times
that we ever had to report a child positive case. Children need to be around people, they need
to be social and they need to be able to grow and thrive in communities without masks! Babies
are growing up never seeing their caregivers face! This is heartbreaking and so developmental
wrong for them and any child Parents that want masks. Should be given the choice to stay
home or send their child to school with a mask. Masks did not prevent cases last year and
they will NOT prevent them from happening this year. Parents that want their kids to thrive in a
environment without them should be able to!

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2151

After 19 months of covid, we have so much data that shows that kids do not transmit covid
and that chance of dying is 0.003 percent. Maaks only do damage to our kids phisical and
emotional health. Children hospital ICU is full of kids butnot from covid, but other bacteria and
viral infection. I am not going yo let you harm my child! My child is not political toy! My child is
healthy and did not wear mask all this 18 months. Went to private school and no one got
covid! Stop this nonsense and leave our kids aline! Shame on you and your poor choices!

8/13/2021 7:30 PM
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Look at data!!!! Also if my kid is force to wear mask and if anything happens to him in future
as consequence of inhaling dirty mask for 9 hours.. i will find your decision responsible for it
2152

Masks are not safe to be worn for an extended period of time. My kids have reported on feeling
dizziness, lightheaded and of having frequent migraines over the past school year. I myself,
haven't been required to wear them as often as I was an online college student/ stay at home
mom, so I wore them only when I was in public and can say that I myself have had an
increase in migraines and breathing problems over the past year that I have never come close
to experiencing in the past.

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2153

Child abuse. There’s nothing scientific behind continuing to mask young children. What about
bacteria from wearing masks?! How many kids have died from covid since March 2020 world
wide? Less than 400. That’s how many. What about our children that are non verbal and
expressions is all educators can base expressions on. No more because our kids
faces/expressions are covered! They no longer have expressions, just a mask. Once again,
child abuse!

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

2154

Masks kept our kids safer last year. With proof that the delta variant is infecting kids at a
higher rate with more adverse impact, it is nonsensical to consider not requiring this population
to mask in school.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

2155

Universal masking should only be there if the case numbers inside specific schools get to
uncontrollable levels. Recent research shows that fabric masks are largely ineffective against
the delta variant. For example, in Scandinavian countries surgical masks are required for
public transport, shops etc, while kinds younger than 12 are not masked, even in schools.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

2156

As the parent of children who have suffered from migraines and breathing problems as a result
of wearing masks, I do not support mandating universal masking. There are more things to
consider than COVID in our school aged children. I suggest considering mental health as well
as health conditions masking exacerbates.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

2157

The social, mental and respiratory health of children is being damaged by all this mask
mandating. Children need to get educated on the ABC and 123 not being involved in adults in
fighting and political bs. Let kids be kids and teachers teach instead of mask monitoring.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

2158

As a family, we have a few high risk members to think of. My childrens' grandfather has stage
4 prostate cancer and I would not want to cause him further harm. My childrens' father is a
healthy 33 year old man who contracted covid last year and was hospitalized for 3 weeks and
on oxygen for 2 months after that. We are all vaccinated but this virus and it's variants are so
unpredictable, it seems like the logical thing to do to play it safe. Lastly, my children (9 and 7)
sacrificed a lot last year by doing online school and deserve their chance to regain the footing
they lost in their educations. Thank you.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

2159

I implore Tri-County Health to implement a mask mandate for students K-12 who are
unvaccinated. Littleton superintendent Brian Ewert has made it clear Littleton will only
implement a mask mandate if required to do so. My son is too young to be vaccinated and is
at risk from unmasked peers. Please implement a mask mandate to keep our children safe
until vaccine manufacturers can receive emergency use authorization for children under age
12.

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

2160

Since elementary age children cannot get vaccinated I support mask wearing in schools.

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

2161

The evidence is clear. Masks are not necessary to keep society healthy. Covid19 has a 99.+%
recovery rate, better than the flu. If a parent is not comfortable with those odds, they can
choose to mask, but a mandate is unnecessary and unconstitutional. The medical health of
our children is our responsibility. We each pay taxes for these schools and, by law, we all have
a choice.

8/13/2021 7:26 PM

2162

The data simply does not support a mask mandate for our kids. Give me the statistical data
that reveals our kids are at extreme of COVID 19. You can’t. Per the CDCs latest data: “Nearly
4.2 million children have been diagnosed with Covid-19, according to the American Academy
of Pediatrics, representing more than 14 percent of all cases. At least 340 children, ages 17
and younger, have died from Covid, according to the latest CDC data, but serious
complications in young people are considered extremely rare.” How can YOU dispute that?!
Free our children of the mask!!!!

8/13/2021 7:26 PM

2163

To whom it may concern, Please consider this request related to required mask wearing for
children during the upcoming 2021/2022 school year. Please do NOT require that children wear

8/13/2021 7:24 PM
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masks in the classroom this school year. The children do not like wearing the masks and they
only serve as a distraction. Not to mention that the masks interfere with their ability to
communicate, and if the teachers are forced to wear masks as well, the masks interfere with
their ability to teach our children. Children have been proven to be almost entirely not affected
by COVID. Those that have been impacted by COVID have almost exclusively had an
underlying condition. Children are not at any more risk from COVID than they are for the
seasonal flu. In fact, PER CDC data, since the beginning of 2020, almost three times as many
children (ages 0-17) have died from pneumonia than from COVID; even when including those
children with an underlying condition where COVID “contributed” to their death in the COVID
death count. Every adult who works in schools has either had the vaccine or had their chance
to. So there is no reason to impact our children’s education and force them to wear a mask at
school this year. Personally, my family had two children in preschool last year; and we know
many other families who had children in preschool last year. None of those preschools forced
the children to wear masks in school last year…and there were no massive outbreaks of
children catching COVID, or even children bringing home COVID to their families and creating
mass outbreaks among the community. There is simply no data to support that mask wearing
should be mandated in our schools. Those that want to wear masks should be able to wear
masks. Those that don’t want to wear masks, should’t be forced to wear a mask. It should be
a choice not a mandate. Thank you, Jim Griffenhagen (Father of three children in Cherry Creek
School District, and one future CCSD student)
2164

Thank you so much helping the superintendent of Cherry Creek to implement the mask
mandate for K-6 schools! Unfortunately, there are not high rates of masking in middle and high
schools despite to strong recommendations. Please extend this mandate to all grades!

8/13/2021 7:22 PM

2165

A mask mandate will be an extra layer to hopefully reduce the spread of Covid-19. We cannot
enforce fellow people to get vaccinated. Many aren't doing so for personal beliefs and going
without a mask. Please seriously take into consideration this extra layer of protection!

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

2166

As the parent of two children who have health issues and are too young to be vaccinated, I
implore TCHD to mandate masks for all students, K-12. While I applaud CCSD for at least
coming around and requiring masks for preK-6, this will not do enough stop the rampant spread
of the Delta variant throughout our community, particularly when such a low percentage of
middle- and high school students remain unvaccinated. Please follow CDC guidance and
mandate masks for all students in your jurisdiction to protect students not only from the virus,
but from the increase in mental health crises that will be caused when schools inevitably have
to shut down due to large outbreaks if students are not required to mask.

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

2167

Kids in school wearing masks beats schools shut down for two weeks.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

2168

Thank you. We need masks to keep our kids safe.

8/13/2021 7:17 PM

2169

I support a universal mask mandate for all K-12 schools

8/13/2021 7:16 PM

2170

I am so frustrated and upset, I don’t even know where to begin. My 3rd grader is in tears
because she spent the last year in a mask. She was finally returning to “normal” and was
excited about going back to school. She is heartbroken now. My youngest is starting preschool
this year and you are telling me my 4 year old needs to wear a mask?! So people at
restaurants don’t need to, at grocery store don’t need to, at the bar don’t need to, but my 4
year old boy has to wear a mask all day?! Who is coming up with this nonsense?! Let us live,
we are sick of hearing about Covid! We want our own choices, we are responsible for our own
decisions! Stop the mandates and regulations! Especially on OUR children! It is my child, not
yours to tell them what to wear!

8/13/2021 7:16 PM

2171

Please consider a mask mandate for all aged school children to protect them. My daughter
attends a K-8 school and the K-6 mandate recently announced by CCSD means my daughter
will still be in school with unmasked children.

8/13/2021 7:14 PM

2172

There has been no Scientific data or test results that have Deemed wearing a mask actually
works against COVID-19 .there have been scientific data and studies indicating wearing a
mask makes you sicker and it’s not good to be breathing in CO2, making our children wear a
mask is child abuse

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

2173

Please consider a mask mandate for K-12. The older kids should be protected too, Even if
they are vaccinated the Delta variant is still spreading and these children can still pass it on to
other members of the community and their family. Having a district wide mask mandate will
allow us to give our kids the most normal school year possible. CDC recommends universal

8/13/2021 7:12 PM
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indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of
vaccination status! The only way to ensure this is by a mask mandate. If it is mandated it will
protect everyone, and be much less stressful for the kids (bullying).
2174

Masks should be mandated indoors-including schools

8/13/2021 7:11 PM

2175

You should listen to the experts, the science and do everything you can to protect the safety
of our children and the community. Masks worked last year in school, there was not 1 outbreak
of Covid in a classroom.

8/13/2021 7:08 PM

2176

I do not think our children should be forced to wear a mask it only harms their immune
systems Breathing in their own air all day. I believe if someone is pro mask then they can wear
one, my child should not have to because they don’t feel comfortable.

8/13/2021 7:05 PM

2177

Masking children is stunting their intellectual growth, ability to adequately communicate and is
significantly hampering adolescents ability to develop necessary language skills. School age
children are not at significant risk of serious illness from covid. This needs to be a parent
optional decision not a decision mandated by a small number of individuals with their own
biases.

8/13/2021 7:04 PM

2178

Students in K-8 buildings who are vaccinated should be treated the same as vaccinated staff.
My vaccinated student should not be forced to wear a mask all day.

8/13/2021 7:04 PM

2179

These mask mandates are ridiculous and unfounded. Science has shown masks do not stop
the spread and our children’s mental health and well-being are not being considered. The
irresponsibility of Tri-county to suggest masks mandates for children is appalling.

8/13/2021 7:00 PM

2180

I support a mask requirement for all students, especially those too young to be vaccinated. For
all the reasons that the CDC and AAP state very clearly, universal masking decreases spread
of COVID. I also support a mask requirement for indoor spaces in general.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

2181

I appreciate the mandate for all children in elementary. As a parent of a middle schooler who is
in the process of receiving the vaccine but with little ones at home it is important this has been
mandated.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

2182

Please mandate masks for all grades. Minimize spread of Covid and interruptions due to
illness, isolation and quarantine. Kids want to be in school. Masks are not hard and make a
huge difference. Thank you!

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

2183

Not requiring masks makes me feel like we are being told to fend for ourselves rather than care
for each other. This has been a time of tough decisions for parents having to choose between
physical and mental health as well as academics. We kept the kids home all of last year due
to rare and serious lung disease in the household. My 8th grade son suffered the most
mentally and academically. For CCSD not to continue taking some precautions this year as
kids come back to in person, it would feel like last year at home was all for not! Like we’re
taking the same risks now, but we know better. We know how this virus spreads and how we
can prevent it. Our surrounding schools did pretty well last year keeping the kids safe! Last
year I had to chose between in-person school and a mom who’s alive. I saw how difficult at
home learning was and was hoping with the vaccine it would be safe to go back. Not everyone
is vaccinated. We are still learning about this virus and it’s changing. We need to protect kids
like we did last year. Please consider taking some, if not all, of the same precautions you took
last year! You care about our students, staff, and families. I see that from the principals and
staff of the schools I’ve been involved in so far. If we care, we need to help one another. Thank
you!

8/13/2021 6:54 PM

2184

Please mandate masks in school settings for all students, regardless of vaccination status.
Students need schools to remain open and functional. Universal masking is one of the best
tools we have to sustain open schools. Children have suffered for two years and are in
desperate need of open and functional schools. If we ignore the need for this basic, simple
protection, the likelihood that our children will suffer another year of shutdowns is high. Other
states are already seeing the impacts of masklessness in schools. We need our children in
school. In person. Masking is the best tool we have to keep schools open and the science
supports this conclusion.

8/13/2021 6:53 PM

2185

We chose to go with this school and these counties because of parent choice. Let us have
parent choice.

8/13/2021 6:52 PM

2186

Until children in elementary schools can be vaccinated I support children wearing masks

8/13/2021 6:52 PM
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indoors at school. Once vaccination becomes available I do not support universal mask
wearing.
2187

No masks. Kids are fine and parents don’t want it. My kids told me the high school barely had
kids wearing them. Parents aren’t worried nor kids.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

2188

I fully support masks!!

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

2189

Please reverse your decision to make masking mandatory. It is important to let the parents of
the students choose what works best for their family. My daughter is in Kindergarten and
masking for long periods gives her headaches. Please reverse your decision.

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

2190

In #4, I selected that I do not support masking in any circumstances, but I really just don't
support it right now. The site covidactnow.com shows that covid rates in our county are not
high yet, the current infection rate is decreasing, and vaccination rates in our county are high. I
would prefer for my children to be back to school as normal, without masks, unless or until it is
really necessary.

8/13/2021 6:45 PM

2191

The COVID-19 pandemic is still going strong. The school district’s safety protocols are not.
There is no distancing, no separation of communal school supplies, and up until today, no
mask requirement for children who couldn’t get vaccinated yet. There are many children who
are becoming ill or even severely ill from the Delta variant. My own 12-year-old son had
COVID-19 in April of this year, and while we were lucky that he did not require hospitalization,
he was still very sick. The mental and physical toll of the virus and two weeks of complete
isolation is not something any child should have to go through. We have worked so hard as a
family to stay safe, distance, wear masks, and wash frequently for a year and a half. To send
children of any age back to school with no protocols aside from a “strong recommendation” to
wear masks during school is an injustice to community health and safety. Playing Russian
Roulette with children’s and their family’s and the community’s lives. We are strong supporters
of science, not politics, when it comes to this pandemic. We all want it to be over, and the best
way to make that happen is to stop the spread and stop the mutations. That can’t happen
without proper protections and protocols in place. And sadly, the school districts will not seem
to do that without a higher directive from TCHD. Thank you.

8/13/2021 6:42 PM

2192

My 6 year old daughter is a first grader at Lois Lenski Elementary, a part of LPS. They just
started this week with no mask mandate. Both my husband and I support letting individual
families make the decision for their children. Originally we thought this might be a minority
belief. But it has been obvious at our Open House and the first 2 days of school that the vast
majority of families agree. Very few parents and students are wearing masks. That might make
some scream "MANDATE!" but I see it as the parents speaking. We don't want to be forced
into this. We were told "it's your decision" and so many decided our kids deserve a chance at
normalcy this year. The whole state got a chance at "normal" this summer. We had an All Star
Game, concerts, restaurants, fairs, etc. All without masks. If all of that is "safe", give our
schools a chance to prove they're safe, too! Superintendent Brian Ewert said LPS operated
this summer with 700 students in preschool through Grade 12 without a mask mandate. Only
two COVID positive cases were reported. That's awesome! We should be celebrating that! But
instead schools and children are in danger of being punished... again. When the rest of the
state was able to act as "normal" this summer. Let's stop saying things like "kids are resilient!"
when in fact they have no choice but to comply. They need their friends. They need smiles.
They need their teachers faces. They need sports without a mask over their face. And they
need their parents to guide them through these tough times and decisions. Not a mandate.

8/13/2021 6:42 PM

2193

I think that mandating masks k-12 is the best way to ensure we dont have interupted learning
environments due to quarantines, illnesses, or staff quaranties. Our students have had enough
academic loss and upheaval we need our kids in school.

8/13/2021 6:41 PM

2194

So you’re telling me my 6th grader has to wear a mask but his brother who is in 8th grade - AT
THE SAME SCHOOL - and the older brother doesn’t have to wear a mask. That makes
absolutely no sense, this is reactive, unjustified and truly just a shitty plan —- what you mask
up 1/3 of the kids at Liberty and then the rest will be ok?? Wow. You’ve just reinforced so
many of our thoughts as parents about moving to private schools. Sad. Danna 7205480489

8/13/2021 6:41 PM

2195

I respectfully request the Tri-County Health Department to issue a public health order requiring
masks in schools. Masks are an effective measure to decrease the spread of the virus,
especially when combined with a layered approach (e.g. social distancing, testing,
ventilation,etc). At the school's check in earlier this week a number of staff, parents and

8/13/2021 6:41 PM
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students were not wearing masks. I am concerned for the safety of my daughter and family if
masks are not required of all students and staff.
2196

Many of our students are in mixed age households. Teens can still bring home the virus.
Requiring all school students to mask indoors would help mitigate the spread of Covid in our
community.

8/13/2021 6:39 PM

2197

Masks should be left up to the individual/parents discretion 100%! This is vital to kids, being
able to see a smile, having normal human interaction, and personal FREEDOM!

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

2198

My children attend Runyon and the Village at north in LPS where all of the students are too
young to be vaccinated. Due to delays in FDA authorization, we know it will likely be several
more months until the children at these schools even have the option of vaccination. This
comes at a time when research suggests that around 30% of children who contract covid could
wind up with long term symptoms. Parents in LPS have been left in a lurch with Brian Ewert
refusing to enact a mask mandate simply because TCHD won’t take action. I am in no way
suggesting that his approach is correct and am incredibly frustrated with his response, but the
buck does need to stop somewhere. I’m writing to implore you to put the safety of our children
first and to give them a shot at having a somewhat normal school year. Given what we’ve all
seen happening in school districts around the country that have started in the last couple of
weeks, it’s foolish to think that if we ignore the spread of the Delta variant in our schools, it will
just go away. If we have to return to remote learning, it will have been foreseeable,
preventable, and relatively easy to avoid. The first day at Runyon my son came home and
informed me the most kids in his class were wearing masks. Today was day two and it was
down to a handful of his classmates in masks. The bullying hasn’t started yet, but even
TCHD’s notice for public comment acknowledges it’s likely to start and to target children who
are following the guidance from the APA, CDC, and our epidemiologists. It’s well and fine to
say that we are leaving it up to parents to decide what is best for their kids, but my kids are 4
and 6. Young children simply don’t have the wherewithal to remember to wear a mask or to
continue to do so if their friends aren’t. We are extremely grateful to the staff at Runyon who
are wearing masks even though not required. We are also grateful to the teachers at the
Village who are looking forward and planning to keep track and remind students who show up
in masks to keep them on. With the current policy, this year is a minefield for teachers. Are we
really asking them to keep track of who is and isn’t supposed to be follow the family rules of
mask wearing? The adults in our house work with medically fragile people, including children
waiting for organ transplants at Children’s Hospital. If my children come home with Covid, we
could literally be responsible for another child dying or losing their chance at a life saving
organ. And for what? So people don’t have to be inconvenienced? We all deserve freedom, but
it comes with responsibility and this is such an easy way that we can care for our children and
our community. Please enact a mask mandate for our children. If you have to make half of
your constituents mad either way, at least take the side of safety. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

8/13/2021 6:35 PM

2199

Thank you for mandating masks and looking out for the safety of our children!

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

2200

Universal masking should be required for public safety for all students and staff in schools K12, regardless of vaccination status. Less than 50% of my peers age 12-18 are vaccinated.
UNIVERSAL masking only works when universal and mandated.

8/13/2021 6:31 PM

2201

We want our children to remain in school without disruption to their education. Wearing masks
will increase the potential to accomplish that goal. Hundreds of students mingling in close
quarters at school has a high risk for spreading coronavirus; wearing masks will significantly
lower that risk. It should be an easy decision to do this simple thing that has been proven to be
effective. It is irresponsible not to mandate masks.

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

2202

I do not think children should be required to wear masks and it should be at their parents
discretion. Children need to socialize, smile, and laugh in order to grow their behavioral and
social characteristics.

8/13/2021 6:27 PM

2203

I sincerely hope you will issue a public health order requiring universal masking in all indoor
school settings. Especially where children under 12 are present since they are not currently
eligible to get vaccinated.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

2204

I think masks are important to keep all children safe until vaccines are available to kids
younger than 12.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

2205

For the safety of all students and adults enclosed classrooms and buses it is vital that all wear

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

616 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
masks
2206

I am a pediatrician with 12 years of clinical experience. I have 2 sons in the Cherry Creek
School District, both too young to be vaccinated against COVID-19. The CDC and American
Academy of Pediatrics both recommend universal masking in K-12 schools this fall. Masking
is a safe, easy, inexpensive and effective way to stop or slow the transmission of COVID-19.
Our kids deserve to be in school, and masking will help keep them there. Consider an example
in a school with no mask mandate. Logistically, when half of the families in an elementary
school class have chosen to follow public health recommendations and the other half have not,
who exactly will be enforcing the families’ choice to mask their young children? Are you
expecting the teachers to keep masks on children when these kids see their peers without
masks? Keeping track of who should be wearing a mask and consistently reminding them to
do so is not something teachers, who are already overburdened, should be tasked with. Many
will argue that masking causes undue stress and anxiety for children. As a pediatrician, I have
seen first hand the mental health crises our young people have faced during the pandemic. I
have cared for children and teenagers with severe depression, anxiety and in some cases
even suicidality. The vast majority of this stemmed from social isolation, fear of getting sick or
a loved one getting sick, or personally experiencing the illness, disability or death of a family
member due to COVID-19. Not one of these children mentioned masking as a source of stress
or anxiety. I asked my youngest son today if he was upset about wearing a mask to school.
He actually laughed and said no, as if it was the silliest question in the world. All he cares
about is being back in school and having fun with his friends. PLEASE STAND UP FOR OUR
CHILDREN AND TEACHERS BY REQUIRING MASKS IN OUR SCHOOLS. Thank you for
your consideration.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

2207

Please put marks in schools it would make everyone safer.

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

2208

Stop masking our kids!!

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

2209

We all want children back to school and learning safely. Safely is the key. The American
Academy of Pediatrics and CDC are both in agreement schools should mandate masks as part
of a multi-level covid mitigation strategy. Please do the right thing and follow science and
professionals not parents who do not care to do the best thing for all kids and the public. We
need to mandate masks!

8/13/2021 6:22 PM

2210

As I am sure you are aware, the COVID-19 vaccines, COVID-19 tests, and use of masks are
presently authorized under emergency use authorization (“EUA”). It is a violation of federal law
to mandate a product that is only available pursuant to an EUA. Emergency Use Authorization
by the FDA means the products are investigational and experimental only. The statute granting
the FDA the power to authorize a medical product of emergency use requires that the person
being administered the unapproved product be advised of his or her right to refuse
administration of the product. This statute further recognizes the well-settled doctrine that
medical experiments, or “clinical research,” may not be performed on human subjects without
the express, informed consent of the individual receiving treatment. In the section that
authorizes the FDA to grant an EUA, Section 564 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(the “Act”), codified at 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-3, requires that the public have “the option to accept
or refuse administration of the product.” 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-3(e). It even provides that the
Secretary of HHS is to “ensure that individuals to whom the product is administered are
informed” of “the option to accept or refuse administration of the product.” Also, there has not
been published evidence that masks are effective and without hazardous risks. You can see
this review of 44 studies, as well as links to other articles below: https://www.mdpi.com/16604601/18/8/4344/htm The size of a virus particle is much too small to be stopped by a surgical
mask, cloth or bandana. A single virion of SARS-CoV-2 is about 60-140 nanometers or 0.1
microns. The pore size in a surgical mask is 200-1000x that size. Consider that the CDC
website states, “surgical masks do not catch all harmful particles in smoke.” And that the size
of smoke particles in a wildfire are ~0.5 microns which is 5x the size of the SARS-CoV-2 virus!
There has been one large randomized controlled trial that specifically examined whether masks
protect their wearers from the coronavirus. This study found mask wearing “did not reduce, at
conventional levels of statistical significance, the incidence of Sars-Cov-2- infection.”
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 Therefore, my children legally are protected
to opt out of any EUA product, including masks. As the school my students attended in 20202021 has stated they are requiring masks, we will unenroll. It is unfortunate the district will lost
money from students like mine who will not attend public school. There is not evidence for a
mask policy, there are risks to wearing masks, and they are legally not required. Additional
resources: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article

8/13/2021 6:22 PM
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33205991/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00818
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20092668/ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK556964/
2211

Mask mandates are not constitutional nor are they acceptable. My student experiences severe
anxiety when wearing a mask, it needs to remain the decision of each family how they come to
school. The health department would be stepping out of their jurisdiction. This is a family
decision and not a health department’s decision to make.

8/13/2021 6:22 PM

2212

Masking works we know that, the data supports it. Hospitals around the country are filling up
with children fighting covid we know this is coming for us too if our children go to schools
without masks. Kids are great about wearing masks this is a grown ups having temper
tantrums. We need to protect our children.

8/13/2021 6:21 PM

2213

Please adopt a mask mandate. Little kids won’t follow the rules their parents set without
reminders and teachers can use this to help. Once the kids can be vaccinated we can ease
back, but no one wants to lose a child. Caution to save lives.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

2214

I strongly support a mask mandate. Our schools were not built with ventilation for a once-in-a100-year pandemic. I also support extending this mandate to all ages, to protect anyone who is
unable to be vaccinated, as well as lower breakthrough infections.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

2215

Please require all people inside school buildings to wear masks. Regardless of vaccination
status it is much safer for our community to protect against Covid and the variants that are
coming.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

2216

Why are we leaving students vulnerable during a pandemic? Covid is a health issue, not a
political issue.

8/13/2021 6:18 PM

2217

Please follow the science and bring back a mask mandate for our schools! At the very least
for levels where kids cannot yet be vaccinated. If we lead by example perhaps some day our
K-5 children will have more than 15 minutes per day of science education too!

8/13/2021 6:15 PM

2218

children's risk factor is extremely low. oxygen deprivation and re ingesting ones own excrement
is far greater a threat to our children. NO MASKS. they obviously haven't worked in the 18
months to stop the spread.

8/13/2021 6:15 PM

2219

Please protect our most vulnerable by mandating masks for Littleton Public Schools

8/13/2021 6:14 PM

2220

To whom it may concern, I am a mother to three children split between two schools. I have a
Kindergartner and a 4th grader at Parker Performing Arts and a preschooler that attends our
neighborhood school Vista Peak Elementary. My preschooler is only at Vista Peak because he
requires speech and occupational therapy assistance through his IEP. I am extremely
frustrated to have just been informed that he will be required to wear a mask for school. He
already has trouble speaking and functioning on a daily and now we are going to cover up
everyone’s mouths so it is even more difficult for him to understand others and unable to read
lips. Not to mention what breathing his own carbon dioxide for three hours does to him. As his
mother I watched the visible changes in behavior when he could breathe fresh air. I am aware
that this forum is for Douglas County, but I just so happen to have a prime example as to why
masks should not be required in our schools. Please let our children be children.

8/13/2021 6:11 PM

2221

I would like to see masking required in K thru 6 th grade. These kids have zero defense
against the very contagious delta variant and we want school to remain in person !

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

2222

Universal masking is a basic way to protect everyone and should be required in all schools for
all persons pre-K to 12. With about 50% of students 12-18 vaccinated, we need masking to
protect the immune compromised and reduce spread. I plead with you to mandate masks
ASAP!

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

2223

Regarding Masking. the science behind COVID-19 has proven that it saves lives. I find it
difficult to believe that a Masking requirement is even up for discussion. Please protect our
children and require masking for all in our schools!

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

2224

The science is now clear that the delta variant is more contagious and can be transmitted by
asymptomatic vaccinated people. It has also become clear that an honor code is not going to
work on this unexplainably political topic. The more delta surges, the more further mutations
become likely. We are In danger of a variant unaffected by the vaccine mediated immunity

8/13/2021 6:06 PM

618 / 775

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
developing. I want my kids to stay in school. I want businesses to stay open I want to go back
to out previous state. Without masks this is all at extreme risk. Our governor won’t do it and
our school superintendents and boards won’t do it. Please mandate indoor masks until/ and if
this surge passes! Please make it about the science and the lives and well being of all in the
community. Thank you
2225

Please reconsider the decision to make masks optional for settings when there are children 11
and younger. 1. I am so thankful that my 5th grader had an almost normal school year at
Wilder in 2020/2021. She was lucky and never once had to be quarantined. While she would
rather not wear a mask to school, if doing so allows her to be in school, she wants the masks.
At 11 years of age, she understands that masks protect. She lived it for a whole school year.
But the masks worked not because the people who wanted to wear them wore them, but
because everyone wore them. If I wear a mask, I provide myself with some protection, but if
the other person wears the mask that really protects me. My daughter started 6th grade at
Goddard on Thursday, and she said about only 3-4 kids per class wore a mask. 2. I am so
happy that the risk of transmission this summer has been almost non-existent in LPS's
summer school. And I think if the Delta variant or some other contagious variant hadn't moved
in, we could be considering optional masking. But Delta is here and the science shows it is as
contagious as chicken pox. How can we stop a practice (masking) that allowed so many
elementary aged children to be in school during a pandemic when a more contagious variant is
now in our community? 3. I worked from home while my eight grader did online school 3 days a
week for 3/4 of the year last year. It was SO HARD. He would have been so much happier and
healthier (mentally and physically) if he could have been in school 5 days a week. While I
would love to not have to wear a mask and to pretend that COVID is over, my bigger priority is
for my kids to be in school in person. 4. Recent research continues to confirm that masking in
schools works to keep kids in school. According to a CNN article on 8/12/21, “In some places
where schools have been open for a while now, such as Georgia and Hawaii, public health
experts notice what happens when schools follow the science: classes go on without
disruption as long staff and students wear masks. But when staff and students do not wear
masks, Covid-19 can spread, forcing people to stay home to quarantine and classes returning
to virtual learning.” https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/health/covid-19-schools-openings-maskswellness/index.html 5. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends everyone older than
age 2 wear a mask, regardless of vaccination status, when they go to school. Shouldn’t we
listen to the experts? What will our kids think if we don’t follow the science? How can we tell
them that learning science in school is important? I hypothesize that our kids will be virtual in
less than a month with optional masking. I hope that is the worst case scenario and no one
gets really sick. School is supposed to be a safe place for children. I do not feel safe sending
my unvaccinated 11 year to school where other unvaccinated children are not wearing masks.
Both my husband and I are vaccinated and my 14 year old is vaccinated, but my 11 year can’t
yet get vaccinated. Please help protect those who can't yet get the vaccine.

8/13/2021 6:06 PM

2226

Wearing a mask should be a personal choice. Both sides have enough data to prove their point
of the value/importance/effectiveness/etc. Let parents decide what's best for their children. I'm
sure the health board has recommendations on if parents Smoke, Drink, what types of food
their children should be fed, what time they should go to bed, etc.. but it's not their job tell
reasonable parents how to raise the kids. It should be no different with masks.

8/13/2021 6:05 PM

2227

It is hard for Kindergarten children up to 3rd grade to wear masks throughout the day. It is hard
for them to breath through them and it is hard for them to speak while they have it on.

8/13/2021 6:05 PM

2228

I do think the mandate should come from the state or county and not the individual districts.
They would get torn to shreds if they mandated masks without having to.

8/13/2021 6:03 PM

2229

I believe forcing masks on children for a disease that affects the elderly and infirm is child
abuse, end of story.

8/13/2021 6:03 PM

2230

We do not want masks for our children

8/13/2021 6:02 PM

2231

I fully support mandated masks for pre-k to 6th grade. Maybe we will only need it until the
vaccine is available for 5-11 year olds, but if the community doesn’t reach a very high
vaccination rate we may need it longer. I am a working parent and value in-person learning. My
employer also does not want me to be out due to quarantines.

8/13/2021 6:00 PM

2232

Our grandsons are 4 and 6. There needs to be a mask mandate with this delta variant. They
can’t get a vaccine and it’s impossible for them at that age to social distance. Masks are all
that’s left. Do the correct, not popular, thing. Plus end all the variation within school districts.
Also end all the parental arguments. All students of all ages along with all teachers and all

8/13/2021 5:59 PM
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staff need to be masked until we see where this new variant is headed and if we can bring it
under control. Thank you.
2233

Masks are the easiest way to ensure the safety of our children. It makes no sense to me that
the schools could go against science and medicine and call this leadership. Once vaccinates
are available, it’s the families choice to mask or vaccinate, now without kids under 12 having
access to a vaccine it’s not the families choice.

8/13/2021 5:59 PM

2234

Critical public health policies should not be up for vote from non-expert community members,
but instead guided by recommendations from legitimate public health experts. As our Covid
case statistics continue to deteriorate and the county is rated as "HIGH community
transmission," we MUST take seriously the guidelines & recommendations put out by all
credible, legitimate public health experts (CDC, CDPHE, TriCounty Health, American Academy
of Pediatrics, etc), which strongly recommend universal masking in indoor settings where
transmission is high. TCHD Health's own mission statement promises to "Promote, protect and
improve the lifelong health of individuals and communities in Adams, Arapahoe and Douglas
Counties through the effective use of data, evidence-based prevention strategies, leadership,
advocacy, partnerships, and the promotion of health equity." This mission simply cannot be
fulfilled if critical health/safety policy is left to a popular vote by non-expert parents, and expert
guidance is ignored. We MUST do the right thing and err on the side of caution to protect our
kids, teachers, staff, families, and communities by doing what we can to reduce the spread of
covid-19. Masks are a miniscule inconvenience compared to the ravages of uncontrolled virus
spread as we've seen in so many other schools and communities around the country.
Universal masking plus continued vaccination efforts are the best way forward to help us get
through this unprecedented situation we're in, and the only hope to keep schools open for inperson learning which we all want to see. Let's do the right thing, the responsible and ethical
thing and protect ourselves and each other.

8/13/2021 5:58 PM

2235

I fully support masks

8/13/2021 5:57 PM

2236

No science that masks do any good against COVID. Lots of science that masks present a risk
to the health of kids

8/13/2021 5:56 PM

2237

There are plenty of good quality scientific studies, including randomized controlled trials,
showing that masks do not work for covid/respiratory viruses. SARS-CoV-2 spreads by aerosol
particles, making cloth and surgical masks ineffective. There are also many studies showing
how dangerous masks are, especially to children. Masking children is harmful to their physical
and mental health. Mandating someone to block the flow of oxygen, especially for long periods
of time, is dangerous and wrong. Masks give a false sense of security which is also harmful.
The masks being used under EUA are NOT FDA approved. The EUA letter the FDA released
regarding masks even states they can not be labeled as safe or effective for prevention or
treatment of patients during the COVID-19 pandemic. I can only imagine the mental health
problems masks have already and will continue to cause if they are mandated again. Please
consider more than just a virus when making public health orders and recommendations and
respect people’s right to choose what is best for their own health. A few of the studies below:
Nonpharmaceutical Measures for Pandemic Influenza in Nonhealthcare Settings (CDC)https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article (You have to ask that if masks don’t
work for flu which is spread via droplet transmission they certainly won’t work for covid which
is spread not only by droplet but also via aerosol particles) A cluster randomised trial of cloth
masks compared with medical masks in healthcare workershttps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/pdf/bmjopen-2014-006577.pdf
Experimental Assessment of Carbon Dioxide Content in Inhaled Air With or Without Face
Masks in Healthy Children- https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743

8/13/2021 5:54 PM

2238

Requiring masks for children or adults should not be required by any government organization.
Leave it up to the adult or parent to decide best course of action for their own situation. By
requiring masks for children everyday, especially for elementary aged, we are negatively
impacting child development in areas like speech and interpersonal skills. Thank you for
considered “No” to masks for children at minimum.

8/13/2021 5:52 PM

2239

As we are trying to contain/end this global pandemic, and with masking being a known and
successful strategy for doing so, there is no reason to not have children masked in school. I
urge you to mandate this at a minimum until those of us who want to can vaccinate their
children (under 12). Even then, unvaccinated unmasked individuals will still be spreading the
virus. Our main goal should be keeping kids in school. Masking will make this much more
possible. All of the arguments against masking make no sense, there are no health issues

8/13/2021 5:51 PM
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related to masking. Please, for the health of our community, implement a mask mandate in
schools.
2240

AAP Data: - In state of Colorado as of 8/5 Cumulative number of cases for all ages is
3,899,158 number of child cases is 99,245 17.1% of total cases is 0-19 Cumulative childhood
hospitalizations is 1,102 Cumulative total hospitalizations is 33,081 Cumulative death rate is
18 kids Current hospitalization rate os 0.33/100K for pediatric population in Tri-County. it’s
effecting emotional behavior and verbal behavior, at least what I’m seeing in our 5 year old the
past year, and I worry.

8/13/2021 5:51 PM

2241

Please implement a mask mandate for kids 11 and under to protect those who don’t have a
choice about vaccination.

8/13/2021 5:51 PM

2242

Please do not do this to kids again. These kids are not at a high risk of getting covid. Let them
be kids and return to normal life.

8/13/2021 5:49 PM

2243

Educating children, in person, is important. In order to keep children physically in school and
while the delta variant is still surging, masking children and teachers (and other school
personnel) is needed (CDC recommends masking in schools). Masking may prevent school
shutdowns, teacher illness (and Covid spread to student family members, and further
community spread). It's a simple requirement; kids are pretty resilient about mask wearing...

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

2244

I applaud CCSD for being proactive in protecting our children by requiring masks for children 12
and under as well as all unvaccinated people. This will help mitigate the spread of covid, which
still poses a threat to our young children, as well as any immunocompromised family
members. This was the right thing to do. Thank you.

8/13/2021 5:47 PM

2245

I am 100% against masks for anyone, especially children! Aside from the fact that they don’t
work, they are unhealthy. It is difficult to breath and breathing in your own breath all day at
school is ridiculous and unhealthy. Children need to strengthen there immune systems.
Masking them weakens it.

8/13/2021 5:47 PM

2246

Universal masking is needed to protect against future vsriants and those with weak immune
systems.

8/13/2021 5:46 PM

2247

As a parent and practicing physician, I would like to thank TCHD for encouraging CCSD to
mandate mask for our young children. Please protect our children further by issuing a mandate
for all school age children in schools.

8/13/2021 5:45 PM

2248

My husband who is fully vaccinated has to wear a mask at work. He has his own work space
and can go outside whenever he needs fresh air. Young children are not vaccinated, they are
surrounded by many breathing bodies and have no choice to leave if the room is crowded.
More children are hospitalized now than ever from COVID.

8/13/2021 5:45 PM

2249

Please mandate masks for all kids, staff, teachers and visitors. We’ve come this far—let’s
keep it up!

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

2250

As a high risk senior citizen I got vaccinated early. However my 3 elementary school
grandchildren have not been vaccinated and it is absolutely imperative that they stay safe from
Covid, so we continue to wear masks in any indoor setting—TO PROTECT THEM! Masks are
an easy & effective way to keep our grandchildren safe and it is essential that a mask
mandate for everyone be in place until this awful pandemic is behind us! Elementary kids are
adaptable, just as we were in fighting polio and smallpox!

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

2251

I do not want my elementary age children to wear a mask all day. Transmission among
children is very low and deaths are less. The 2018-2019 flu season was more deadly to kids
than almost two entire years of Covid. No one was worried about masks then. It’s important for
small kids to see faces and expressions in other children. It is harmful for them to breath in
their own germs all day. The mouth is the dirtiest part of the human body. Last year my kids
were at a school With no masks and the only kids who caught Covid caught it from family. It
did not pass through kids. There were no deaths. I think there are a few people with way too
much time on their hands calling tri county. I saw a post From a fb Group that one lady said
she was probably half the calls with different names. Please don’t disregard other views
because of fanatics like that. We just have work and families and can’t sit around all day doing
such things.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

2252

I do not support any mask mandate. You don’t require teachers to where masks if vaccinated
but research has shown vaccinated individuals to hold as much if not more viral load than

8/13/2021 5:42 PM
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unvaccinated. If you require all students to wear a mask then teachers and staff need to lead
by example and put on a mask. My child was extremely excited for the school year. I told him
he has to wear a mask and that joy for school he had has disappeared. Every day I picked him
up from school last year he was miserable and complained of mask issues. There have been
countless examples of our countries leadership being hypocritical of wearing masks please
don’t bring that to the county level. Let me choose what is best for my family as I should have
the right to do. Thank you for reading my input.
2253

I'm absolutely disagree for my kids to wear a mask at school especially for 5-year-old in
kindergarten for 8 hours day where musk all day. I believe each kid deserve to hear teacher
and understand teacher and it's impossible if teachers wearing a mask or if kids were in mask.
I also believe it's hard to breathe. It's hard to sit all day with a mask I don't believe that mask
can protect children because kids not adult they don't know how to wear that stuff.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

2254

I feel that masks are detrimental to the physical and mental well being of kids. Kids are very
important and their developmental and health shall be our first concern. I strongly feel that
masks damage kids well being and shall not be used. The science also doesn’t back up the
masks and the risks of covid for kids are so low as well as the transmission through the kids.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

2255

There is absolutely zero science to support masking kids. As a public health authority, you
should follow that instead of succumbing to political pressure from people who don’t even have
kids in school.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

2256

Masks should always be a choice! A mask mandate should never be issued out of fear or
force from the pro-mask community. As it stands, the latest article for Denver has said the
ONLY 7 kids are hospitalized in Colorado with COVID. How many are in there due to suicide
attempts or mental breakdowns? How many are there due to a broken bone? How many are in
there due to a different virus or cancer or disease? How many kids are hospitalized with the flu
each year? As a community and as parents, I believe it’s important to do our research, choose
our resources wisely and do what we think is best for our individual families. Whatever that
may be. From a well respected Cleveland Clinic source: “Generally speaking, children who
become infected with COVID-19 have very mild symptoms if they have any of all. It’s been
rare to see a child get very ill from COVID-19 regardless of the strain. So far, it does not
appear that the delta strain has caused more severe illness in children even though it’s highly
transmittable and much more contagious. But we certainly need to keep a close watch since
this situation is constantly evolving.” Nearly 4.2 million children have been diagnosed with
Covid-19, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics, representing more than 14
percent of all cases. At least 340 children, ages 17 and younger, have died from Covid,
according to the latest CDC data, but serious complications in young people are considered
extremely rare. EXTREMEY RARE. What is the end game?! There could be variant after
variant after variant. We cannot continue to keep our kids in mask. It is detrimental to their
mental health and learning. We all want to protect our neighbors and fellow man. However, at
some point and that point is now, If someone has a concern or a family member who is
immunocompromised, it is up to them and their circle of people to keep that person protected.
Just as those did previously with a chemo patient or a leukemia fighter or a frail
immunocompromised grandma. Start to the year with masks being optional, if a gross amount
of children become ill AND hospitalized with COVID, then we all have a ground to act on.
https://health.clevelandclinic.org/delta-variant-and-children/?
fbclid=IwAR3QUAjaurs3OLZJsgFMu9vy3cD57NNwasx2BUmZE_SVG5lhV0f3p7b8is8
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.news-medical.net/amp/news/20210614/Study-suggestsCOVID-19-in-children-is-milder-than-the-flu.aspx https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/newsperspective/2020/09/kids-covid-19-flu-equally-prone-severe-illness
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/21/999241558/in-kids-the-risk-of-covid-19-and-the-flu-are-similarbut-the-risk-perception-isn
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/rcna1590

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

2257

As long as COVID is a public health crisis, we need to take steps to mitigate and spread.
Young children are unable to be vaccinated and their hospitalization numbers are increasing.
The long term side side effects are scary. as the parent of a child with Autism who struggles
with respiratory health and staying masked, I believe it is vital that we require masks until
COVID is no long a PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS!

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

2258

Masking and medical mandates infringe on our children’s God given and Constitutional rights!
Any thought to mask anyone, especially children whom covid poses a near 0% risk to has no
scientific backing. There are many Randomized Control Studies out there proving masks DO

8/13/2021 5:38 PM
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NOT work! Please make public the studies/data you are using to even consider this. Thank
you.
2259

I am a nurse. There is no evidence-based support for masking of children. They do not harbor
a hospitable reservoir for COVID-19 and they overwhelmingly are not affected severely. Masks
prevent real interactions, inhibit social relationships and can cause respiratory issues as well
as strong anxiety-based feelings, especially in young children. I do not support a mask
mandate of any kind.

8/13/2021 5:36 PM

2260

Kids under 12 can't get the vaccine, currently LPS isn't requiring it for teachers and support
staff. The superintendent of LPS refuses to make a decision one way or the other consistently
claiming "there is no mask mandate" I thoroughly believe this is because he is too cowardly to
make a decision and face blowback. The only way kids in LPS will have a fighting chance is if
the county issues an order, LPS refused to continue online options for this year, we have no
choice but to send our two children both under 12 and both with severe asthma to school in
person where mask and vaccination is optional, meaning it may as well be non-existent.
Please help keep kids safe, assuming the vaccwia cleared for them in the winter rescind the
order but until that time there is no better option and for LPS students with no online option
masking up needs to be the only option.

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

2261

I work in the school system. My school last year had maybe a handful of Covid cases in
students. This summer, after masks were removed, 11 of the students in daycare in my
building got Covid. If that’s not a testament to the need for masks, I don’t know what is. This
variant is different. I don’t know why we would take chances with our most precious members
of society. And, kids are super adaptable. Nobody “likes” masks, but students adjust to them
much better than adults want to believe they do. I can tell you from experience as I am a
teacher who taught in person almost all of last year. People can’t have it both ways, either we
put in place mitigation strategies, or we will be faced with countless quarantines or closures
due to the spread of the virus. I am done hearing parents complaining about learning online but
not wanting to take the steps to safely stay in school.

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

2262

I applaud CCSD for mandating masks for all children under 11 and those who work with them.
As a parent of two elementary age children, I am relieved. Relieved that they will be as safe as
possible under the circumstances and relieved that they will not have to carry the burden.

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

2263

I fully support parents decisions in whether their child should be masked or not. I do not think
forced making is acceptable but if a child or parent chooses to mask then it should be up to
them. If a parent or child chooses not to mask then they should not be made to. I don't think
either side should bully or shame the other for how they choose to keep their child healthy.
Please do not force masks on the children, they have already had a tough year and a half. The
fact that you state the only opposing reason for no masks is *under no circumstances is not
right. I am for parents who feel comfortable with their decisions but I don't want my child to be
forced to wear the mask again. Please let the parents choose and please enforce the no
bullying for those choices. I am tired of parents shaming and posting pictures of kids
unmasked online just to make examples out of them. My children understand if their friends
feel more comfortable with it then that makes them happy. Do not force it though.

8/13/2021 5:32 PM

2264

As one that professionally studies health and infectious disease, requiring masks for those
unable to get vaccinated, and those in the presence of those unable to get vaccinated appears
to be the best way to protect the vulnerable.

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

2265

As I understand that this mask mandate for prek-6th grade it to protect the unvaccinated and
those who can not be vaccinated. It also is to keep students in-person for learning. I would like
Tri-County and CCSD to reverse this mandate and let parents make the decision for their
children. There are still many students in the middle schools who are not vaccinated and will
not be wearing masks as well as those that are vaccinated which they can still transfer and get
the Delta varient. All these scenarios are in the same school. These inconsistencies are what
makes it hard for parents to trust what is the "right" choice. These inconsistencies are
emotional and physically draining for parents and children. Our children's mental health should
be a high priority not a virus that has a high survival rare for children 5-14 yrs old. Let parents
discuss and decided what it the "right" choice for their children, especially at the middle
schools. Support us, please do not mandate! Let us have choice!

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

2266

No masks! It’s ruining their education. Look at the numbers! Extremely small percentage of
kiddos are sick and/or hospitalized.

8/13/2021 5:28 PM

2267

It’s really frustrating that you decide to change mask protocols 3 days before school starts.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM
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You say that your concerned about children’s mental health, but this definitely isn’t helping! I
can’t tell you how excited my 5th grader was to return to school without a mask. Mask are an
all day consent reminder that these poor kiddos are living in a scary world! However this
afternoon I had to tell her otherwise. Governor Polis spoke yesterday saying mask mandates
were unnecessary and should be a parents decision. Tri County Health has been quiet all
summer, but as soon as school is set began they open their mouth it’s extremely frustrating.
Vaccines and testing are wildly available as adults we can decide what is best for ourselves
and OUR CHILDREN. Shame on you for forcing this decision! Governor Polis also mentioned
yesterday that our hospitals are no where near jeopardy of being over run! That says we’re
doing something right!
2268

Mask wearing is a matter of public safety, we follow certain rules and protocols to keep
ourselves and others safe. Kids under 12 have no vaccine access and no other way to protect
themselves. If we want them safe and in school, which we do, everyone needs to wear a mask
in elementary schools and k-8 schools.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

2269

I am a military officer but I am writing in my personal capacity. Please mandate masks in all
schools for all students and faculty. I have two sons, 7 & 4, who cannot yet be vaccinated. We
just moved here from out of state and need our kids to be able to go to school but in a safe
setting. Masks are proven effective to help stop the spread of covid-19. Please mandate this
minimal level of protection until all kids can get vaccinated. Those who are anti-mask are
misinformed and misguided. Please do not cave to their fringe beliefs and fringe behavior.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

2270

I would like to parent my children. Tri County Health is appreciated for all its research and
recommendations. I am thankful for all your department does. In saying that, I would like to
stand on the truth that America is based on freedom. I don’t co-parent with Tri County Health
or any other entity. My children suffered terribly during 2020 with mask wearing and all other
mandates for public learning. I do not support doing that to them again. Please band together
with us to have the freedom to make our own decisions with your educated recommendations
in mind. Thank you for the opportunity to give me a voice in the matter.

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

2271

masking for children SHOULD NOT be up to the school districts or tri county health but up to
each family and should be OPTIONAL !! i should be able to make health decisions for my child
without the district or tri county health telling me what I HAVE to do .

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

2272

Not everyone in schools is vaccinated. Masks are effective, period! They are not monsters,
inconvenient maybe, but they save lives including those who are against them. Without
masks, school will be shut down again in no time, plain and simple. Freedom comes with
responsibilities.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

2273

The Board has a legitimate interest in keeping our community safe from the spread of the
Coronavirus and it has been scientifically proven that masking is rationally related to that end.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

2274

This is ridiculous:!!! No masks are needed in elementary schools. Please

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

2275

Why are other schools districts that operate under tri-county not required to be masked but it’s
a parent choice. Why are the local establishments not required for children to be in masks but
in a small school seating they are. Why can I go to urban air parks with kids in at least 50+
Numbers and not be required to wear a mask that is still under tri-county.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

2276

I’d like to know what metrics/threshold you will release a mask mandate recommendations on
school aged children in the county? You’re over riding parental choice with no end in sight.

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

2277

Stop punishing kids in order to protect adults!! Adults can get vaccinated!!!! Leave these
children alone - it’s child abuse!!!

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

2278

I feel that multiple mitigation strategies should be implemented, we cannot depend on
vaccination as the only strategy. Masking is only highly effective when universal. I implore you
to mandate universal masking to maximize in person learning and decease disruptions from
quarantines. As discovered last year, this will also decrease he spread of other cold and flu
viruses within classrooms!

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

2279

It is a well known fact that the cloth masks kids wear do not prevent the spread of the
coronavirus. They do however impede the building of trust, friendships and learning. Decline in
social-emotional health has become a more lasting and detrimental consequence of masks
than the virus itself. Giving families the right to choose was the right option to begin with and
should not be overturned. It is not right to punish kids for the population not living up to the
vaccination rate desired. To date, there have been only 800 hospitalizations of kids under the

8/13/2021 5:13 PM
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age of 17, due to COVID, in CO. We cannot turn into China and continue to require masks
indefinitely. COVID is not going away, just as the flu has not gone away. Children develop and
spread immunity through germs. Parents are capable of making decisions for their families and
sick or exposed children should stay home. The wearing of masks should always be optional.
2280

Our daughter attends an LPS school and we were greatly disappointed to learn LPS would not
be taking the recommendations of the CDC, AAP, and the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment, and the Tri-County Health to wear masks indoors for all individuals,
regardless of vaccination status. Our daughter is shouldering the burden of wearing a mask
that her teacher & fellow students are NOT. This is a great task we are asking of a 6-year-old
every day. Superintendent Ewert commented that 10-40% of LPS students wore masks on the
first day of school. We know these percentages will not prevent the spread of Covid. Children
under the age of 12 DO NOT have a choice in taking the vaccine, and until that option
becomes available, we need universal masking to protect this group. We know through
research and experience that masks work. After all, masks are the second line of defense
against the virus after vaccines. There have been many instances during this pandemic where
local governments have disregarded scientific recommendations, and those communities have
suffered and seen needless infection and death. Indeed, right now in communities where Covid
cases are high and where schools are not mandating mask-wearing, there has been an
increase in community spread, including within school settings. We have a highly
transmissible variant circulating in our community as well, which is another reason for
universal mask-wearing. If masking prevents even ONE death within our community, I’m sure,
as a community, we can all agree it will have been worth it. It is because the country took its
foot off the gas pedal that we are still in this situation. We are looking for decisions that seek
to protect the safety and well-being of ALL stakeholders within the community, and we believe
the recommendations given by health experts at the CDC and the AAP should not be ignored.
The longer Covid is circulating in our community; the greater chance for new variants to occur.
Please remove the burden from the 10-40% of students who wear unrequired masks to school,
and mandate masks for all individuals indoors, regardless of vaccination status. We must
move into a safer and healthier school and community setting that provides equal equity and
normal learning opportunities. Thank you for your consideration.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

2281

Can we start with how wrong and unfair that your survey below only includes extremes? What
happened to strongly recommend masks for children and spend time educating them about
how to properly use them and why it is helpful? I don’t believe Mandating anything about
masks is fair or helpful, especially with very young children that all have different
circumstances. While masking adults may have proven to be a helpful preventative measure,
there is not really any evidence that it is beneficial to children. In fact there is just as much
information that masking is likely no useful to young children as most lack the awareness to
use them properly and not touch them and wash hands every time they put on or take off their
masks. In fact in a school setting it is virtually impossible for kids to even do this. Even the
WHO clearly states that masking children 6-11 should be based on the following -Whether
there is widespread transmission in the area where the child resides -The ability of the child to
safely and appropriately use a mask -Access to masks, as well as laundering and replacement
of masks in certain settings (such as schools and childcare services) -Adequate adult
supervision and instructions to the child on how to put on, take off and safely wear masks Potential impact of wearing a mask on learning and psychosocial development, in consultation
with teachers, parents/caregivers and/or medical providers -Specific settings and interactions
the child has with other people who are at high risk of developing serious illness, such as the
elderly and those with other underlying health conditions And they specifically state “ Children
should not wear a mask when playing sports or doing physical activities, such as running,
jumping or playing on the playground, so that it doesn’t compromise their breathing.” So how
will PE be handled? And if you aren’t concerned about them being masked during PE when
they likely are emitting and sharing the most aerosols then why is it so hugely helpful the rest
of the day? Most children 6-11 realistically do not safely wear their masks, and teachers are in
no position to try and police that for multiple children while trying to teach. Beyond that
FORCING them to wear a mask for an entire school day is not only unhealthy for them but
down right absurd, and for some kids possibly dangerous. I believe strongly recommending
them was sufficient and from what I witnessed at our meet the teacher night was that most
kids willingly mask. I have many masks for my kids to have so they could wear them in school
whenever they felt comfortable doing so. But mandating it makes them feel like not only they
don’t have a choice, but that they shouldn’t ever take off their masks and that the world at
school is so very dangerous that a mask is required to be worn. How do you think that affects
the health of our very young children? Teach the children about why we wear masks as a
preventative measure when we are close to one another. Encourage them to wear them in

8/13/2021 5:11 PM
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those times that they are more likely to be sharing germs even. But mandating it only teaches
them they are not safe without a mask, and likely will have kids keep it on even when it makes
them feel bad Bc they’re struggling to breathe or getting rashes or literally sitting in their own
freaking snot after sneezing. Please tell me how that benefits our children. Children 6-11 are
more likely to follow the examples of their teachers and parents then bully one another about
their mask. I can see how that could be a bigger issue with older kids, but especially if
teachers are explaining and requesting kids to put masks on at certain times in the classroom
most children will likely listen just as they would when they are asked to pull out their pencils.
And it’s a great opportunity to teach our kids about making choices and respecting others too.
It is parents jobs to help their kids with these choices not the government. If we were talking
about a virus with a staggering death rate or even an incredibly alarming effect on children with
adequate research that masking fixed it I maybe could consider your mask mandate. Giving
people a choice about their own bodies is an essential thing, especially for our young
impressionable children. It is not as though your strong recommendation prevented children
who wanted to wear masks from wearing them. If it is truly unsafe for children to return to
school then school probably shouldn’t be open. These sorts of decisions need to be made
keeping in mind the whole picture, including an understanding of how children function.
Mandating masks has far more harms than benefits. Strongly encourage them and use our
greatest tool EDUCATION for helping children wear masks to keep eachother safe rather than
brute force of government mandates that damage children’s mental, social, and emotional
state for something there is little to no proof is truly effective in protecting their physical state.
And please add in balanced and intelligent options for people to choose in your surveys. This
is not an all or nothing situation where masks must “universally “ be mandated or not
supporting masking in school under any circumstances.
2282

We’ve done research and kids have a low risk of covid. The kids like to see their teachers and
friends faces. It’s a huge distraction for younger children. Parents should get vaccinated if they
are concerned

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

2283

I am a very concerned parent of a 1st grader at Runyon Elementary in LPS. I feel like we are
asking for a terrible outbreak and resulting remote schooling for the entire school if we don’t
mandate masks. Emmett, my son, has now attended two days of in-person instruction and he
is in the minority as a student who wears his mask at all times indoors. He told me that
yesterday it was maybe 50/50 in terms of mask wearing in his class, and today he said it was
even less. We have no option to get our son protected by a vaccine. We will be the first in line
once it is available, but because the Delta variant is so much more infectious than earlier
strains of covid, he doesn’t have a fighting chance to stay virus free until vaccinated if he is
surrounded by unmasked classmates. We have even noticed that many visitors weren’t in
compliance with LPS’s own mask mandate for visitors. If we can require all to wear masks,
then non-compliance will be more blatant and easier to enforce if the mandate is universal. The
inconvenience of wearing some cloth over one’s face is a small hassle compared to the very
serious risk of getting very sick or getting others sick from going unmasked in a 100%
unvaccinated population. Please please implement a mask mandate to save lives and to save
school for our kids. We want our son to be able to continue school in person this year, as he
struggled with remote school. Wearing masks is a very effective way to help ensure we can
keep going safely. The CDC and AAP both emphatically agree with implementing a mask
mandate. Thank you so much for your consideration.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

2284

Masks absolutely should NOT be mandated. Health should be left up to the individual and how
and what they deem appropriate. No one should force their beliefs on others. America is built
on freedom of choice and each family/ person should have a choice to protect themselves
however they deem fit/necessary.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

2285

Please make masks mandatory until these children can be vaccinated. Please protect my
grandson and me.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

2286

Masks should be required for all kids and teachers. All the science points to it. Masking is an
easy way to keep our kids safe. Vaccinated individuals can still be carriers putting our kids at
risk.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

2287

Cherry Creek School District is out of control and trying to control children… they have no
authority to mandate… masks indoors are ridiculous for children… I am calling for tbhe
resignation of the School Superintendent!!!

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

2288

We believe that asking our children should be left up to the parents.

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

2289

We don’t feel like masks are necessary in school. Our 5 year old came home last year with it

8/13/2021 5:05 PM
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dirty, wet, lost and not on right at all every day. It’s hard for little kids to learn with that
distraction. Plus kids have a low risk of bad Covid
2290

I am a mother of 3 children in the Cherry Creek School district (age 5, 8, 10). I am also an
advanced practice nurse. I agree with the recommendations from the American Academy
Pediatrics that masks should be required indoors this fall at schools. My children are unable to
get vaccinated due to their age and the delta variant has shown to be increasingly contagious.
My 5 year old does put his mask in his mouth at times, but we will bring extra to school and it
has really been no big deal for him to wear it at stores/buildings so far in the pandemic. As a
nurse, I know that masks do not affect his breathing/oxygen level and he can communicate
with his mask on and read facial expressions and body language with no problem. Also, when
we attended a meet and greet at my children's school this week, many people were not
wearing masks and teachers were also heard calling them "optional" this year. We need a
mask mandate to slow the spread and help prevent prolonged quarantines, school closures,
illness and death in our community. Wearing a mask really only works if we all wear one in a
close indoor setting like a classroom. Please listen to the medical experts, nurses, AAP, CDC
and doctors who are taking care of these patients and make a mask mandate for our schools
in the tri county area. Thank you. Christina Ericson MSN, BS, FNP-BC, RN

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

2291

.00 - .03% of all child COVID-19 cases have resulted in death. Who are we really masking for?
Adults have the option to get vaccinated so we are we forcing our children to suffer if they are
not seriously at risk for this virus?

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

2292

As a physician and parent in the community I would like to applaud TCHD/Colorado for not
having a mask mandate for our schools. Although I have a feeling that position might be
shifting. As you know, mask mandates were put in place to manage hospitals capacity and to
decrease risk of morbidity and mortality. While cases have increased, hospitalizations/deaths
have not increased to a large degree. Our hospitals (which I practice in) have had plenty of
capacity. Vaccination remains an effective measure and we have high vaccination rates to
prevent severe disease - what should matter the most. Masking our pediatric population in
schools is not necessary. COVID is here to stay and we will have ups and downs in case
volume. Our children cannot spend years of their elementary school time in masks. It is not an
effective way to learn how to read, write and be a participant in society. I have two young
children and the idea of them being in masks and impacted by COVID again when morbidity
and mortality is extremely low is so upsetting. I am using the American Academy of Pediatric
Data when it comes to Colorado statistics as well as the Tri-County and Colorado dashboards.
Those are below for reference what I believe should determine public policy. If hospitalizations
and morbidity and mortality remain low then why mandate a mask in our youngest population.
Continue to promote masking in unvaccinated adults in public and vaccination before making
our youngest kids wear masks all day in a learning environment. Especially when that is not
happening in our public places around the city. AAP Data: - In state of Colorado as of 8/5
Cumulative number of cases for all ages is 3,899,158 number of child cases is 99,245 17.1%
of total cases is 0-19 Cumulative childhood hospitalizations is 1,102 Cumulative total
hospitalizations is 33,081 Cumulative death rate is 18 kids Current hospitalization rate os
0.33/100K for pediatric population in Tri-County.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

2293

Thank you for issuing a mandate for PK-6, however it is important to the safety of our students
that all grades be included. My daughter attended CCHS orientation and only about 20% of
students and faculty were masked. I really don't think simply "recommending" or even
"strongly" recommending will do it. We must have a mandate in order to keep our kids safe
this school year. Thank you for your careful consideration and for everything you do for our
community.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

2294

I believe that until vaccines are eligible to all ages and until we see an uptick in vaccine
administration in 12-18 year olds we will still see cases and outbreaks of covid. We all want to
move forward and be done with COVID and masks but we aren’t there and we need to protect
everyone.

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

2295

I believe it is unfair and quite frankly unconstitutional especially in a public school setting, to
dictate how we care for our children. I believe that it is the parent’s decision whether or not to
have their child wear a mask all day in school. Either way works for me as long as the decision
is made at home by the parents.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

2296

I believe masks are ineffective and not the right way to go about preventing Covid in schools.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

2297

My name is Samantha Holmes. I am writing on behalf of my husband Ryan Holmes, as a
mother to a daughter with asthma, and on behalf of concerned parents and our community. Our

8/13/2021 4:59 PM
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daughter is 7 years old and attends Wilder Elementary in Littleton, CO. I currently practice
medicine as a primary care physician assistant with Clinica Family Health, a federally qualified
health care center. Clinica provides care to our most underserved and at-risk health
populations in Colorado. I also work in urgent care medicine. For the past year and a half, I
provided frontline medical care for our community members with COVID, testing, management,
and follow-up during the pandemic. I witnessed first hand the health consequences, death, long
COVID conditions, mental health sequela, and economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
This letter is to request that a mandatory mask mandate in our public schools; specifically,
Littleton Public Schools be implemented immediately. The safety of our children and
community are already at risk. Evidence-based healthcare guidelines for protecting against
COVID are not being practiced in Littleton Public Schools, nor in other school districts in
Colorado that are not requiring masks. The Centers for Disease Control, American Academy of
Pediatrics, American Academy of Pediatrics - Colorado Chapter, and the National Education
Association all recommend universal masking in our public schools. Today, Tri-County Health
Department published a letter to Cherry Creek Public Schools that schools are not currently
safe for unvaccinated children, particularly, those under 12 years of age who are not eligible for
vaccination without required universal masking. Allowing for parents to determine that a mask
is not necessary for their child while in school during a pandemic in which not every child or
community member has received or has access to the COVID vaccine is unconscionable.
Please review the science today and protect our children and communities now by requiring a
mask mandate in public schools immediately. Both the negative health and economic impacts
of not requiring masks in public schools far outweigh a parent's decision for their child to not
wear a mask. It is short sighted to make masks optional with devastating consequences. You
have an opportunity to take the right ethical and science-based action now. Sincerely,
Samantha Samantha Holmes, PA-C, MMS Primary Care Physician Assistant Clinica Family
Health Cell: 720-273-2140
https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/cms/lib/CO50000184/Centricity/Domain/4/CCSD_Masks%
20in%20Schools_Tri_County_letter.pdf https://aapcolorado.org/aap-colorado-calls-for-universalmasking-in-colorado-schools/ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schoolschildcare/k-12-guidance.html https://www.aafp.org/news/health-of-thepublic/20210729covidmasks.html
2298

I do not support masking children!

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

2299

We are against the masking of our children. You need to honor our individual rights.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

2300

Masks should not be required. Our kids deserve the best education and it takes away from
their focus and their ability to do their best!

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

2301

Mask mandates are an absolute joke.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

2302

I am a family medicine physician, and mother of three. My kids attend a charter school in
Aurora - GVA Aurora. The inequity between different school districts and different charter
schools is an issue of equity. Our school is a majority minority school. We know that
minorities, especially Black and Hispanic children, are at higher risk of complications and
death due to COVID. However, our school currently will not even use the word
"recommendation" in regards to masking, much less make a requirement. Even adults in the
school and working with children do not need to be vaccinated or masked. However, other
charters, such as Cherry Creek Academy, have already implemented a mask requirement.
Just for perspective, Cherry Creek Academy is a majority white student body in an affluent
area of town (only 3 % receive free or reduced lunch). This demonstrates the inequity and the
absolute failure to protect the most vulnerable children in our communities. Without a mask
requirement broadly throughout Tri-county, we will continue to leave some children in a less
safe and less protected environment. With the delta variant of COVID being so much more
contagious, the time is now to require masking for all students and adults in school buildings.
This will protect our most vulnerable children as well as adults, and will give us the best
chance to stay in person and have a successful healthy school year, and with less disruptions.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

2303

The CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics recommends universal masking for all grades
K-12. The vaccination rate is too low in our county to not enforce masks. Too many people are
not following the guidelines. It is also an issue for kids going in to 7th grade that just turned 12
over the last few weeks or won’t be 12 until September. They have not had the chance to be
fully vaccinated. Please make mask wearing universal in K-12. Be leaders and keep our kids
safe. Thank you!

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

2304

I am a nurse and mom of four kiddos at Littleton Academy. I am opposed to mask wearing for
our elementary school kids. We know that younger kids do not get as sick from covid as well

8/13/2021 4:54 PM
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as they don’t spread it as easily. Kids have already been affected enough by the virus and
would benefit from being able to see their teachers and friends smile and talk. Our school is
making it a priority to be kind to everyone, mask or no mask. Would it be possible to trial nomasks and see how we do? If the cases go up and spread in our school’s community more
than other districts with mask mandates, we could implement mandates at that point?
2305

I do not support masking. We have masked enough and COVID is going to be what it is going
to be. There are always going to be variants. Those that feel it’s beneficial always have the
right to do it.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

2306

I support a mask mandate for all students regardless of vaccination status. It will lessen
transmission and subsequent quarantines and loss of learning. Bullying and teasing of mask
wearers is also a major mental health concern for our youth, so universal masking until the
vaccine is available for 11 and under is the prudent action.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

2307

This nonsense has to stop. The country is not going to survive another closure. I’m not a
conspiracy theorist. I’m a realist. We as a country need to get back to working, teaching,
learning.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

2308

I am against school masks and believe that it should be left up to the parents whether they
want their child to be in a mask or not. This is not tri Counties decision or the Cherry Creek
school district decision this is a parents decision. Not only that my kids need to be able to see
faces no there emotion of when people are happy or sad, learn how to properly say correct
words and not hear words through a muffled mask. As well as not have the risk of getting strep
throat due to the bacteria in the mask.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

2309

I do not believe masks in school are necessary. People are vaccinated for that very reason. It
is not my problem to protect those who choose not to be vaccinated and kids count for
minimal spread of the virus. Please use the science behind masking and the reasons behind
vaccinations to make decisions.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

2310

We aren’t going to be able to keep any schools in person if we don’t mask—we r too
connected and it’s too contagious

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

2311

It is ridiculous to mandate masks in school for K-6 students. It should be the parents choice
and not a requirement. These kids are not spreading it to one another in the school setting or
contracting it. Many of them are also not wearing masks in other settings in the community so
wearing them at school is not helpful. It is disgusting to take this right away from parents and
to not allow students to experience a normal school setting. It is truly doing them a disservice.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

2312

Please please please recommend/require children to mask in school! As a health care
provider, we have already been through so much and having children admitted for something
that could be prevented is heart breaking! Additiionally, we are reaching a critical point where
health care providers are burning out. The public will have fewer competent health care
providers to care if we keep burning out providers by not following recommendations from the
CDC. As a parent, I am worried my new born child will get COVID. I mask at work and indoor
places for myself, my baby, and for my cancer patients.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

2313

Superintendent Brian Ewert has been very clear in his communications with parents that
because there is NO public health order, he is not requiring students to wear masks. I don't
trust Superintendent Ewert to do the right thing and require masks in our schools without TCHD
putting a mask mandate in place. Furthermore, LPS isn't offering remote learning this year so
we are forced to send our 1st grader to in-person school. My oldest son is a 1st grader in LPS.
Both of my children are former preemies with lung disease. My youngest son, 2 years old,
remains on oxygen and is much higher risk. He spent significant amounts of time in his first
four months of life on a ventilator. If my first grader brings home COVID, my 2 yo is at risk of
death. My husband is asthmatic and is also at risk for worse disease. We have abided by all
guidance and quarantined for a year and a half; we have done everything we have been told to
do and have managed to keep our children healthy. All of those efforts are now at risk simply
because Superintendent Ewert doesn't want to require masks. If my children get sick or get
sick and die it will be because of something preventable. Our Governor won't act and Sup.
Ewert won't act. We are relying on TCHD to do the right thing and put a mask mandate in
place. Our children and their lives are being gambled on by people who are able to do
something but won't. LPS has been in school for 1.5 days. On his first day of school my son
said besides himself only about three other kids had masks in his classroom. Today he said
even fewer, only 1 or 2. My son is wearing a mask, but it will help him very little if no-one else
is wearing one. As a family, we attended both Open House and Meet Your Teacher Night. At

8/13/2021 4:51 PM
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both events, not one teacher or administrator was wearing a mask. Of all the children and
adults present, including ourselves, I could count on two hands the number of masks we saw.
Next to none of our school community was wearing masks. Although Sup. Ewert recently
updated policy for our schools, stating that all adults, including parents, who visit the school
must wear masks, it is not being enforced and very few parents in the school setting during
drop off and pick up were wearing masks. It is clear that although masks are recommended
very few adults and children are adhering to this. It must be a mandate from TCHD and it must
be enforced. TCHD ED Dr. Douglas is now on record stating schools are not safe for
unvaccinated children, particularly those younger than 12 years old, without masks. He also
stated transmission of COVID 19 is highly likely in the school setting without high levels of
mask wearing and would pose a considerable risk to the health of children, esp. those not yet
eligible to receive the vaccine, as well as considerable risk to family/friends outside of the
school setting, esp. those at higher risk of complications from COVID-19. This is precisely my
family. My family will suffer greatly if we become sick with COVID. Dr. Douglas cannot say
these things on the record and NOT put a mask mandate in place in our schools. CDC, AAP,
AAP-CO, TCHD, CDPHE, Children's Hospital Colorado, and multiple pediatric and infectious
disease specialists have stressed the importance of vaccinations and masks as the primary
measures we can take to keep our kids healthy and in school longer. CHCO even cites studies
demonstrating efficacy of mask wearing in schools in their Back to School: Pandemic Edition
post. However, Gov. Polis during his press conference yesterday refused to put a mask
mandate in place and said families should expect periods of remote learning this year. He also
said he wouldn't act on a mask mandate in schools until our hospitals were more full. This is
negligent, reprehensible, and hospitalizations are not a good measure of the need for a mask
mandate. Kids can have COVID-19 and not require hospitalization; however, they can still
suffer from long COVID and spread it to more vulnerable family and friends. If we want to
increase the time our children are in schools, we must require masks, particularly for those
kids who can't be vaccinated. Douglas County and Aurora Schools already have COVID cases
in their school communities. It is a matter of time before LPS does. We need TCHD to do the
mask mandate proactively to mitigate the risk of disease transmission and keep our kids in
school. Surely our children being in school with a mask is better for their mental health than
being in remote learning off/on for the whole year. It doesn't make sense. At this point, my
family is relying on TCHD to do the right and require mask mandates for schools, particularly
the elementary population and their teachers given that that age can't be vaccinated. Polis has
signaled he won't do it until our hospitals are full and schools are moving towards remote.
That's too late. Sup. Ewert won't do anything without a public health order. Please PLEASE put
a mask mandate in place so families like mine don't feel so expendable. Thank you.
2314

I definitely support protecting those who are unable to get vaccinated but feel that everyone
else understands the risks associated with their choices, good or bad.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

2315

It should be the parents decision whether to send their kids to school with a mask or not.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

2316

For the health & safety of multigenerational families, staff & community we beg you to
mandate mask wearing indoors & promote teaching science to students & future adults.
Please work to keep every person safe rather than waiting for us to get sick.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

2317

It makes absolutely no sense to have children go without a mask to school. The CDC
recommends that you wear a mask indoors if you’re not vaccinated and 12 and under are not
vaccinated. It’s not very responsible. Let’s let others test the waters and not have our kids be
guinea pigs

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

2318

Thank you for changing the verbiage for our unvaccinated population, and specifically stating
that it is unsafe for our young children to attend school without a mask! Please also consider
extending that to the older school populations. I have a 10th grader, and a 7th grader
(vaccinated and masked) and am still concerned they will contract the more contagious Delta
variant and spread it to their 3rd grade sister. Thank you for your time. It is so appreciated.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

2319

The pandemic isn't over and we now understand, masks are a simple, easy and effective way
to protect people. It has never been your recommendation or any other public health agency's
recommendation for unvaccinated adults (or children) to stop wearing masks. The crazy
individuals that are now screaming about their individual rights during a worldwide pandemic
that has killed millions is not a reason to stop wearing masks. Our children are mostly
unvaccinated (even the older ones), until cases go down and vaccination rates increase ,
mandate universal masking for the greater good, as you know you should.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

2320

We will be pulling our children from any Tri county school districts. You all have poor decision
making skills

8/13/2021 4:43 PM
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2321

Masks severely hinder the learning process for all grades k-12. Elementary students learn how
to properly speak by visually watching their teacher as well as other adults, and even students,
around them. For secondary students, masks hinder communication between both student and
teacher and can make learning very difficult and even impossible for some students.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

2322

It should be the parents choice on whether their children should wear masks or not. Not the
schools, teachers or any other parents.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

2323

Today’s announcement by CCSD that they will require masks for Pre-K through 6th grade is a
great first step. However it is problematic for the remaining 7th and 8th graders in middle
schools who will still be vulnerable. While the vaccine is available to 12 and over, there will be
many who still opt not to get it and will not wear a mask. In a large group indoor setting and no
hybrid option, this still puts kids at risk. It will also create another avenue for bullying, which in
this age group is already a problem. As Delta cases rise in CO we are finding there are more
breakthrough cases than expected and more children becoming very ill. There is no guarantee
that the vaccine will keep Delta at bay, as it is very different than the Alpha variant on which
the vaccine was based. That coupled with an unpredictable Flu season could be disastrous. I
would like to ask TCHD to expand their recommendation for school districts to include masking
of all grades or at the very least through 8th grade so all children in middle schools are safer.
Thank you for your time.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

2324

I would rather be safe than sorry when it comes to the safety of our children, teachers, and
community. If we can’t take precautions now, who is to say, the variants don’t keep evolving
into something that is much more dangerous for our children and puts their lives at risk?

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

2325

Thank you for changing the policy! I can't tell you how many people were planning to take their
kids out of school due to the fear of lack of hospital beds for their children.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

2326

Children under the age of 18 have had limited impact from Covid-19. Multiple, scientific studies
have shown again and again that our children are not the population that is impacted by Covid19. There were more deaths in children under the age of 18 from pneumonia, car accidents,
and suicide in 2020 than from Covid-19. The most vulnerable citizens, those over the age of
65, have been largely vaccinated (in the US it is approximately 90%). If we are to continue to
follow the science, masking of our children is unnecessary. The most vulnerable population is
taking personal responsibility for its protection through vaccinations. Don’t let our children
suffer any longer under the delusion that they are “killing grandma.” Let them be children and
go to school to learn.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

2327

We need to do everything to keep our children and their supporting staff safe as possible. We
are still in a pandemic

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

2328

So disappointed in Tri County Health, politicizing our children. COVID 19 is less dangerous
than the flu for children under 13 and everyone else has the choice of getting vaccinated.
Children are not responsible for protecting adults. Please rescind this terrible policy. People
have a right to CHOOSE and this is a negligible risk for children.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

2329

Since the rate of hospitalization of children is less than 1 per 100000 or .0001%, according to
the CDC website, any reasonable person should agree that the risk from depriving childrens
developing brains of oxygen for 6+ hours a day far out weighs the reward.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

2330

Our children deserve to have the choice to wear a mask. There are far greater detriments to
children under 11 wearing them. They deserve to be able to breathe, smile and interact with
their peers normally.

8/13/2021 4:37 PM

2331

It is our duty as adults to put in place safety measures to protect our children. Wearing a mask
at school is a layer of safety to ensure our children take precautionary steps to avoid catching
and spreading a deadly virus. We all want our children to have access to education, and the
only way we can do that is by taking the proper steps to ensure their health and safety are a
top priority. We need a mask mandate for ALL children in school.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

2332

Thank you for changing course abs masking all 11 and under! It is the right thing to do! These
kids cannot get the vaccine yet ! This should not be a forum ! It is not political. The virus does
not care about politics. From a front line physician assistant and parent.

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

2333

Given that the country just had the highest number of pediatric hospitalizations thus far since
the pandemic started, and hospitals are saying they are seeing more pediatric ER visits, and
Delta spreads much easier than the variant we had last fall, and all students are in the

8/13/2021 4:34 PM
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classroom instead of a percentage being at home so distancing is not possible, it just makes
sense that we would be requiring everyone to wear masks in such close proximity if we were
requiring them in masks last school year and that performed well. As a working parent, I would
like the district to do everything possible to keep me in the office and reduce covid spread and
sick students. Students were able to learn in person while wearing masks last year, and with
even more children in the classroom it will feel more like normal if everyone has their mask on
at the same time. In addition to being a mother of APS students, I am also the wife of an APS
middle school teacher. Not all of his students are old enough for the vaccine yet, so I could
definitely see peer pressure and bullying resulting in those who have masks on. Additionally,
we know the Delta variant is spreading more easily to vaccinated adults and teens. Again, I do
not want to be put in greater risk because my kids and husband are in school. I also do not
want to put my coworkers at risk, some of whom are immune compromised. Masks are a very
easy thing we can all do when in close proximity and indoors, they are readily available, and
we are already used to it from last school year. I am in favor of universal masking in the school
district.
2334

Children do not have the ability to get vaccines at this point(under 12). We are setting our
communities up to fail if we don’t mask our kids this school year. We have the tools to best
COVID and it’s sad that a few are making the decision for the whole. For every kid not wearing
a mask, is another explanation we have to have with our kids about why masks are important.
“But Johnny doesn’t wear one…why do I?” Masks are literally the easiest thing we can do to
prevent spread. Our kids should be masking and it should be reinforced by teachers and staff.

8/13/2021 4:34 PM

2335

Do not mask our kids. There is no science behind it. We will have to pull our kids out of the
district if you mandate them masks.

8/13/2021 4:33 PM

2336

Masks are doing psychological damage to my children. My 3rd grader told me he wants to
wear a mask to school because he’s so nervous about the new school year that wearing a
mask makes him feel invisible. He is not the same boy after a year of masking at school.

8/13/2021 4:32 PM

2337

Please continue to allow parents to choose what’s right for their family with children wearing
masks at school. We’ve finished the first 2 days of school and my kids have made comments
about what a nice change it is being able to see smiles. After a year of wearing masks at
school I can already tell a positive difference in their demeanor and confidence coming home
from school without having to wear a mask. Expression is such a major social cue elementary
age kids are still learning and understanding. It is hugely important for their development and
confidence. Masking kids and teachers is spending another year taking away from kids, when
the data hasn’t proven masks to be successful. I appreciate the data our district took from
their summer program to determine whether kids will be in masks. In terms of bullying, that is
ridiculous. Kids that are bullies will bully someone regardless of whether they are wearing a
mask or not. It is up to the parents to teach kindness and tolerance and the school to enforce
anti-bullying. They are at school to learn and develop social skills. Based on information
available I strongly feel kids should not be masked at school for their social development.

8/13/2021 4:32 PM

2338

I don’t think masks should be mandatory for kids in elementary school. It is unhealthy and
hard on them. It should be a parents choice. They don’t work. Kids get more germs on them.

8/13/2021 4:31 PM

2339

We have them unities in our family, and our age range is all at low risk. As a parent, It is my
right to make health decisions for my child not the school board or the health board. It it’s not
the counties choice of whether I go out or not, or whether I wear a mask or not. If I am
comfortable in being a responsible citizen not exposing people when I know I have been
exposed, then it is my body, my choice for me and my kids.

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

2340

Not wearing a mask at school yesterday was the best school day I’ve had in a year and a half

8/13/2021 4:29 PM

2341

I taught in Littleton Public Schools for 20 years and always felt we supported the well being of
our students. When the District gives in to privileged parents instead of following the advice of
health experts, I feel that's no longer the case. Masks will protect everyone as well as
vaccinations for all teachers, staff and eligible students. Both should be mandated.
Selfishness needs to be put aside.

8/13/2021 4:29 PM

2342

I would prefer both teachers and students be masked this year. The delta variant is causing
serious breakthrough cases and people vaccinated with J&J may not be protected. More
people unvaccinated or sick means a greater risk of covid mutating to a form that none of the
vaccines protect against. This is a real risk that is underreported and which the current surge
makes more likely. It behooves us all to protect against this as much as possible. Until
vaccination is ubiquitous among all people and age groups, I think schools have a duty to

8/13/2021 4:29 PM
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protect both the students and the public interest. think at minimum: If schools will not require
masks for all, then I think they absolutely have to require them for all unvaccinated students
and teachers. I think it is incredibly irresponsible that currently Cherry Creek will allow teachers
to remain both unvaccinated and unmasked. I also want to mention that requiring vaccinations
of students and teachers is not new or unprecedented. Vaccinations are required for many
illnesses and should be required for covid as well.
2343

Choice is the highest priority for students and teachers in our American system of governing.
There should always be choice for any medical decision. Leave the choice to parents,
students, and teachers with how they choose to keep themselves healthy.

8/13/2021 4:28 PM

2344

Thank you for your guidance in protecting our under 12 kids. I support a mask mandate for K12 as many of our older kids are not still not vaccinated. This will ensure schools can stay in
session. Requiring K-12 to be mandated will protect all of our students. Consider a timeline for
older kids...once 80% of a school is vaccinated or community rates have dropped to a lower
spread level or similar. If businesses all over the world are requiring masks why are we letting
it be optional for our children who are the most vulnerable right now. Thank you for standing up
for our students.

8/13/2021 4:28 PM

2345

We believe it’s safer for kids to wear masks in school until they can be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 4:28 PM

2346

There is NO DATA that supports a mask mandate for children at school in Colorado or in Taicounty counties!! Masks should be a parent choice. More children have died of SUICIDE in
Colorado in the last 18 months than have died of COVID. We have never had a surge in
childhood illness or death in Colorado due to COVID in the last 18 months. Private and charter
schools that do not require mask have never had a higher Covid incident rate than pubic
schools that require masks. Masking children at school does not keep them healthy and does
not make sense- they can attend any business, event, sport or building (other than school)
without a mask!!!!!!

8/13/2021 4:27 PM

2347

Our children deserve to learn without an infringement on their human right to wear or not wear a
mask. What about kids who have a really hard time with masks and it impedes their learning.
How about putting our kids first.

8/13/2021 4:27 PM

2348

Parents should have a choice about what is best for their children. Period. At home learning
options are available for people who are worried about the Delta variant. Our kids deserve
normalcy. We can’t wait for a children’s vaccine to give that to them. They have already lost
enough precious time. I am a teacher and I know for a fact that the educational experience is
drained of joy with masking.

8/13/2021 4:27 PM

2349

I don't think children under 11 should be required to wear masks in their classrooms

8/13/2021 4:26 PM

2350

I do not support the mask mandate for children when Covid barely affects them. I’m not asking
to take away anyone’s right to wear a mask if they choose to do so. If masks work so well and
they are wearing one they should be fine without controlling everyone else. Our immune
systems have been extremely compromised this last year and a half and that is very
dangerous. Doctors have even said that the risk for kids getting Covid and it being serious or
deadly is so low and some of the current infections are worse only because kids cannot fight it
with such bad immunity. The masks cause such physical and mental risks that completely out
weigh the smaller risks of Covid. Any adults around these kids are welcome to protect
themselves with vaccines and masks if they choose. I don’t believe anyone but my husband
and I and our doctors have a right to make such huge decisions regarding my child and their
health and well-being. Especially decisions that are long lasting and harmful. Kids are at such
low risk. Let them be kids and not be fearful of our air, our world and each other.

8/13/2021 4:25 PM

2351

As a healthcare provider and also a parent, I recommend universal masking for all grades
independent of vaccination status or age. The disruption to school with the quarantining of
students and those who are exposed severely impacts the children’s education. Schools do
not have a back up plan for how to continue education for those students who are required to
stay at home due to exposure. Last year is testament to masks working and there’s no reason
why masks in schools would interfere with day-to-day activities

8/13/2021 4:25 PM

2352

Masks should be required to protected children, consistent with the recommendations of the
CDC and the American Association of Pediatrics.

8/13/2021 4:25 PM

2353

Please follow the actual science. Not the political so called science. Data shows kids are not
effected by covid, but the masks are killing them. Plus all the mental issues I think we will be
facing down the road.

8/13/2021 4:24 PM
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2354

Please let us make health decisions for our own families. Children hospitalization rate and
death from Covid is far below the risk factors of children wearing a mask. Please help our kids
and fairly assess true risks.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

2355

I do not think you are allowing parents to be parents. Let’s families make their own choices for
their children. We did this thru the flu and have their entire life. One side doesn’t fit everyone.
We picked a good district and now we are absolutely disappointed in them taking our rights
away.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

2356

My son is 12 and going into 6th grade at Campus Middle School. He got his first shot even
though I was hesitating because he didn't want to wear a mask again this fall. 6th graders who
can prove full vaccination should not need to wear a mask indoors. You are going to deter
many parents of 11 year olds turning 12 from getting vaccinated. Either make the entire district
mask up or start collecting proof of vaccination for students. Enough with the grey areas.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

2357

I beg I plead for you to take these young kids out of masks! Studies show the do nothing for
an upper respiratory infection that can escape through masks. Our kids are suffering more with
them on!! There were under FIVE cases at our school last year kids aren’t getting covid like
adults and if they do they are recovering quick. Please please reconsider your decision!!!!

8/13/2021 4:22 PM

2358

YOU must provide written, scientific, peer-reviewed evidence showing masks eliminate the risk
of COVID 19 spread among children IN schools and outside at school. Further, you must
produce hospitalization and mortality rates amoung children which show it has a greater,
negative health effect than the seasonal flu which never warranted masking or mandated
vaccinations.

8/13/2021 4:21 PM

2359

Public health community is clear as to what should be put in place in our schools to keep our
children and communities safe. I am not sure why these recommendations are controversial
this is how the kids attended school last year with great success. We need to do what we can
help slow the spread of the Delta variant and COVID-19. No one wants to see hundreds of kids
quarantined like what is happening in other parts of the county. This is not a permeant request
for masking in the schools, but a safety measure for those in the community that cannot be
vaccinated. CDC: The CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff,
students and visitors to K-12 regardless of vaccination status.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
CDPHE: On July 30 CDPHE is recommending that local public health agencies and school
districts consider either mask requirements for all unvaccinated individuals or a masking
requirement for all individuals in schools. https://covid19.colorado.gov/press-release/stateupdates-school-guidance-ahead-of-the-school-year Tri-County Health: "With the highly
spreadable Delta variant surging across the Metro Denver area and vaccination coverage
increasing slowly, Tri-County Health Department endorses the new guidance from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention about wearing facemasks. Specifically, TCHD recommends
that all persons wear masks in school settings regardless of vaccination status and, as long
as we have rising rates of community transmission, that everyone including fully vaccinated
persons wear a mask in public indoor settings". https://www.tchd.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?
AID=459 American Academy of Pediatrics “In addition to vaccinations, the AAP recommends
a layered approach to make school safe for all students, teachers and staff in the guidance
here. That includes a recommendation that everyone older than age 2 wear masks, regardless
of vaccination status.” https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/newsreleases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-openingschools-in-fall-2021/ Denver, Boulder County, Denver Public Schools, Jefferson County
Schools currently have a mask requirement. Not having masks required puts the children
whose parents are asking them to mask in a very awkward position. There friends aren’t
masking so they don’t want to be different and wear a mask. Think about what your six-yearold would do. The guidance from the national, state, and local health agencies gives a clear
path that the simple precaution of masking will help keep our kids healthy.

8/13/2021 4:21 PM

2360

As a first grade teacher teaching students to read, masks inhibit the learning process of
reading exponentially. Students learn ti distinguish similar sounds by looking at the formation
of our lips and mouth. Wearing masks prevents them from seeing this critical component. I
also think masks, whether worn by adults or other children, makes for a more fearful learning
environment. Children need to learn in a safe learning environment and masks just promote
fear and inhibit the natural friend making process. As a teacher, I am not afraid of Covid-19. I
would rather my students and I are able to be in a classroom without being mandated to wear
masks. Masks should be made optional. If the student or parent chooses to wear it, then let
them wear it, but masks should not be mandated. In fact, if I am forced to wear a mask for

8/13/2021 4:20 PM
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another school, I am seriously considering resigning from my position as a teacher. In a time
of a severe teacher shortage, schools cannot afford to lose good, qualified teachers.
2361

Without proof that masking in schools has curtailed the spread of the virus, we need to
prioritize a productive learning environment and the emotional health of our students. I've been
very clear with my children that we need to continue hand washing, avoid sharing food and
drink, giving friends space; I've also emphasized that some friends may wear masks, which is
their family's decision.

8/13/2021 4:20 PM

2362

I am against masking in schools, I don’t think our kids can learn as well if they are talking
through a mask, the masks need adjusted so often they really can’t be germ free from being
touched so often. Kids and adults need interaction with other mask free people, we need to
see and learn from expressions on faces. If kids wear glasses, they fog up badly with a mask
on. I am not anti mask or anti vax, but I believe parents have the choice to make this decision
themselves. It should not be mandated by people who do not know details of each school and
their rules

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

2363

Please do not make our children wear masks. Leave it up to them. If everyone who is
concerned is vaccinated, then it shouldn't be an issue. Also, please don't go online again. It
would be devastating to our children.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

2364

I am writing on behalf of my children who are 4 and 2 and cannot express this for themselves.
I am pleading with you not to re-instate masks on our children this year. Our children attend a
private school which follows the Tri-County health orders. When we moved to Colorado last
November, my son who was 3 at the time was required to wear a mask at his private school,
he had never been required to wear a mask before. He would complain to me about headaches
and being uncomfortable with the mask on all the time and would come home with sores
around his mouth and on his face. But, the worst part of it all was the anxiety. My normally
happy, super outgoing little boy was all of a sudden plagued by a terrible paralyzing anxiety. He
had trouble communicating with people, and was afraid to go places and be out anywhere in
public. It became so bad that I had to take him to child behavior specialist. It was crippling,
debilitating and incredibly painful as a parent to watch and try to solve and manage. I know it
was because of the masking; he could not see his new teachers faces, or the faces of his new
class mates and friends. When school let out and he was no longer forced to suffocate for half
of the day he started becoming his normal happy self again. I don't put him in masks and he's
happy and anxiety free. I put him in masks and he is a completely different child. Please do
not make our children suffer anymore a 3 year old - 3 years old - should never be diagnosed
with anxiety, especially one that comes from a good, together family with no pre-existing
issues. There is no science or data to back up masking children, there is nothing good that
can come from this. Children need to be able to see faces and expressions, they need to feel
safe. Being forced around faceless strangers is not the way to accomplish this.

8/13/2021 4:16 PM

2365

There is no date that supports a mask mandate for children in school in Colorado or in tricounty counties!! Masks should be parent choice. More children have died of SUICIDE than
covid in the last 18 months. we have never had a surge in childhood illness or death due to
COVID in the last 18 months. Private and charter schools that do not require masks have
never had a higher covid incident rate than schools that required it.

8/13/2021 4:16 PM

2366

The CDC, medical experts and local health officials recommend masks be worn inside
schools. Please make this a requirement. My son is only 11 and cannot be vaccinated. Adults
are spreading Covid to children. Requiring masks will help us stay in school - which is vital.
After last year, we all want in-person learning.

8/13/2021 4:16 PM

2367

Masks are interfering with my child’s ability to have a normal elementary education by limiting
his ability to learn letters/sounds through mouth and visual cues. In addition, it is unfair to
make children who are powerless, follow rules that have no supported data of effectiveness.

8/13/2021 4:14 PM

2368

I am a nurse living in this community, as well as a parent. And am appalled that we are not
now treating this virus and any variants like the flu. We know how this virus work and
treatment measures to be taken. And that, while everyone is vulnerable our children still are
not the most vulnerable. And from what qe saw last year with masks and limited school
access there were still exposures. We don't mask our children during flu season. And this virus
now that we know how to treat for it should not be treated and differently. This last year not
once was my special needs child considered during this pandemic. And expected to wear a
mask, which impeded his access to his education. He has been back for two days. We are
taking measures to insure his health. And doing great hand washing, instructions hom.tho do
the same at school, which wasn't in place prior to this pandemic. And not eating a bunch of

8/13/2021 4:14 PM
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sugar, which decreases the immune system for 3 days. The health department has a
responsibility to teach the community ways like these to stay healthy, through diet, exercise,
supplement like Vit D in winter, hand washing, getting enough sleep; covering coughs and
sneezing and other tried and true ways to help with immunity. As a student nurse I went in
school with a black light and taught popper handwriting. And did a skit and the kids really loved
it, as did the staff. This is what the commi.ty needs. Kids in masks deters them from learning,
is not what is needed. Let's get back to organizing the school experience. Abundant evidence
indicates that coronavirus transmissions rates in schools are roughly equal to or less than
those of the surrounding community. In other words, educational settings are not inherently
dangerous for younger children. This should reassure parents and policy makers who are
nervous about sending them back to the classroom. Please consider the data. In gratitude,
Kara Pankiw RN
2369

The physical and mental effects of young children wearing masks far outweigh the extremely
low risk of them becoming ill from COVID.

8/13/2021 4:13 PM

2370

Considering the lifelong potential consequences for children...and adults...who get the
cironavirus, it seems like mandatory mask wearing is the most responsible thing to do. Our
children have no voice in this....how can we do other than protect them in every way we know
how.

8/13/2021 4:13 PM

2371

Because Covid numbers are trending downward and kids are largely unaffected, wearing a
mask should be the choice of each family. Wearing a mask impairs learning and social
development for kids. It is hard to hear each other and teachers, it is hard to meet new people,
it is unhealthy to breathe out of the same mask for 6+ hours. Please consider ALL the different
kinds of HEALTH for our children. Their mental/social/emotional health is important!

8/13/2021 4:12 PM

2372

This shouldn’t be a question, keep our kids in school and safe!! Follow pediatric
recommendations and mandate masks for kids under 12

8/13/2021 4:11 PM

2373

Both of my kids have lung disease. My 2 year old is on overnight oxygen. With no remote
option this year, we have no option but to send our first grader to LPS schools and just hope
nothing tragic happens. The TCHD guidance even admits that mask wearing is a strong
science backed way to prevent the spread. How can a health department acknowledge the
best way to prevent the spread of a potentially lethal virus and *not* mandate masks?

8/13/2021 4:10 PM

2374

Children should not be masked. Period. Masking has so many unintended consequences. It is
teaching our children to fear the child or adult next to them. From a health stand-point they are
having to breathe in their own discarded oxygen. This is toxic. It is harmful emotionally,
mentally and physically and bottom line, child abuse.

8/13/2021 4:10 PM

2375

Everything you have done goes against your own data. I want to see the science that you are
basing this off of.

8/13/2021 4:09 PM

2376

I strongly protest and will not support the decision to require k-6 kids wear masks in school. I
think the timing of this maneuver was done in such a way as to jam it through instead of
opening things up to discussion. Otherwise you would have not snuck an email out on the
Friday eve of school starting. Further, I do not think this decision is being made based on
science. There is no science supporting the notion that 1) kids suffer from COVID or are any
more vulnerable to it or 2) kids are material transmitters of COVID. So we now know that its
not about the kids. We also know that vaccines are free and readily available to anyone who
wants one (they are paying people to get them for crying out loud). If someone is at risk of
suffering from COVID, then they should get vaccinated. So we know that kids are not
susceptible to serious COVID and they dont spread it. We also know that anyone who wants
the vaccine can get it freely. So why the panic? Its not about reducing the spread, because we
also know that the Delta variant continues to infect (albeit with less disease severity). What
are we doing here? Public policy, which is what is at discussion here, should be a balance of
risks and benefits. We know that there are no benefits to kids from wearing masks because
they are not at risk for COVID (outside of those kids with sever underlying conditions).
However, there are very real risks to kids, especially at young developmental ages. You have
to know this, I certainly hope you do, but yet your policies are woefully ignorant (I use ignorant
vs. naive because I do believe it is deliberate) to this aspect. You have to know that there the
potential that real damage is being done to our kids from the lack of facial recognition to the
increased health dangers of wearing masks (bacterial, CO2, etc.). How in good conscience can
you look in the mirror and say, I am doing the right thing here? In science class, I was taught
to follow the evidence you observe. I have observed lots of evidence indicating masks are a
complete waste of time for everyone, let alone kids, and yet here we are. I wonder when Tri-

8/13/2021 4:09 PM
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County will start following the science and basing their "policies" on an appropriate risk/benefit
scale.
2377

THANK YOU for your updated guidance to CCSD today. We've been watching with growing
apprehension as the state, county, and district punt to each other on requiring masking in
schools. Especially since those households who choose not to have their children wear masks
are the most likely to not be vaccinated at all, thus further posing a risk to the rest of the kids
who are too young to be vaccinated. The recommendation to require masks in preK-6 is most
welcome, and gives us much more confidence about sending our elementary kids back to
school starting Monday. I do support universal masking at all schools due to the high traffic
and enclosed space (and I've personally resumed wearing a mask in places like the grocery
store). Short of that, requiring masks for those currently too young to be vaccinated is only
common sense. Again - thank you.

8/13/2021 4:06 PM

2378

Mandating masks for this school year would be a mistake. There is no need to require healthy
children to have on masks all day while learning, playing and engaging in social activities . We
all want our children to be safe, healthy and happy. Reasonable parents will continue to keep
their kids home when sick, there is no reason to assume this would not be the case. Children
under 18 are at such a low risk for developing any significant illness with COVID, the numbers
are readily available for this info. Mandating masks would not keep our children healthy it will
simply placate fearful parents.

8/13/2021 4:05 PM

2379

No masks mandate for counties or schools.

8/13/2021 4:02 PM

2380

Before implementing a mask mandate for children please consider doing a study on pathogens
found on children's masks after wearing them for 6+ hours. Also in conjunction with that study
we need to know the effect on O2 saturation and CO2 levels in our children after 6+ hours of
forced mask wearing. I have scoured the internet for studies and have not been successful
finding these done for children. Parents in Florida sent their children's masks in for testing and
found them laden with bacteria that cause bacterial pneumonia (which is one of the lead
comorbities of Covid per CDC tables). There have been studies of surgical masks and
bacterial contamination that seem to confirm the Florida test. Also if masks do reduce O2 and
increase CO2 (as some studies performed in adults have shown) that can have a negative
effect on our immune system and cause inflammation, which also leads to poor outcomes with
Covid. In conclusion please do not force mask wearing on our children before studies are done
on mask pathogens and O2/CO2 levels after 6+ hours of mask wearing by children. To do
otherwise in my opinion is irresponsible and dangerous to our children's health.

8/13/2021 4:01 PM

2381

I am absolutely blown away! I demand to be heard.... Who are the parents that are requesting
this mask mandate? Tell me how many kids are getting hospitalized or dying from this virus.
Apparently, all of the SANE parents have kept their mouths shut in hopes that Tri-County and
CCSD would do the right thing. I'm no longer keeping quiet! If you are going to listen to the
parents who want masks, then you should at least give the parents who DON'T want masks a
voice as well. These are MY kids! This is OUR life!!! We, the parents of the children, should
be allowed to assume our own liabilities. We assume the liability to let our kids ride bikes
around the neighborhood, right? There's a risk our kids could be stolen, but that is MY risk? I
choose for them to live rather than fear life! CHILDREN NEED TO LIVE!!! NOT FEAR LIFE!!!!
Kids cannot concentrate with masks on, cutting off the oxygen to their brains, making them
incapable of learning. How is my 6th grader supposed to build lasting friendships as a new kid
at a new school if no one can see his face and he can't see others? Do you honestly think
these kids have been wearing masks indoors around other friends all summer? NO! I do not
know ONE child that has gotten covid all summer long. Kids need fresh air!!! KIDS NEED
FRESH AIR!!! Breathing in their own carbon monoxide for 6 hours straight is not conducive to
their health and education. My kids will NOT be wearing masks to school!!!!

8/13/2021 4:01 PM

2382

I do NOT support masking our children. Covid is NOT killing our children. 0.008% of children
have died from this. And yet YOU are playing an active part in killing them physically,
emotionally and psychologically by muzzling them with masks. Have you considered the
impact of masks on their immune systems? Have you considered how it impacts their ability
to learn to read and enunciate? Have you considered how detrimental masks are in teaching
children social cues and how to interact with people? Have you stopped to research and
consider the long-term physical consequences for these developing and growing bodies to
breathe in sweat, spit and dirt soaked cotton day in and day out? I implore you to not put this
burden on our children. They are SAFE. And masking our children sure isn’t keeping the adults
safe — teachers and adults can all get vaccinated if they want. The vaccine, NOT MASKS is

8/13/2021 4:00 PM
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what is protecting the teachers. You are only making this decision to help yourselves feel
better; to protect yourselves politically. You should all feel ashamed.
2383

Thank you for helping to protect our vulnerable population!

8/13/2021 3:59 PM

2384

I STRONGLY support a mask mandate in schools. Masks kept our kids in school and healthy
for much of the last school year. Our districts have proven they will be irresponsible without
one. And there is just not enough vaccination yet among school aged kids to prevent
transmission in the close confines of schools. Our schools have proven they dont understand
the science and dont understand the risk. Please be the backstop our community needs to
prevent illness, hospitalizations, and school closures!

8/13/2021 3:58 PM

2385

Vaccines are available for adults. COVID isn’t a serious threat to kids. Let parents decide
what’s best for our families.

8/13/2021 3:58 PM

2386

I am begging you to allow us to parent our own children. It is not CDCs job to tell anyone. Our
kids need to breathe clearly, be able to see emotions and not live in fear!

8/13/2021 3:56 PM

2387

The best and most effective way to protect our children and our community is through
universal masking and a layered approach in school settings and indoor public spaces until all
children 12 years old and younger are able to receive the vaccine. Please protect our kidsthey are our future! Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to comment!

8/13/2021 3:56 PM

2388

I am a concerned parent of a child to a child in the Cherry Creek School District (CCSD). Last
year CCSD took every step in protecting all of their students and had a successful school year
in the face of a global pandemic. We have learned so much from the last school year on how
to best keep our children safe and learning in person including masking, social distancing,
contact tracing and handwashing. For this school year, TCHD has strongly recommended each
school district to encourage mask wearing but encouragement and recommendations are not
enough in our country’s current political climate along with surging Delta variant cases and
increased transmission among children in our county and state. Unfortunately, there are many
in our community who do not care for their fellow neighbors and are contributing to the
prolonging of this pandemic and putting our children at risk. This was evident as schools begin
welcoming students back and there is vast inconsistency in mask wearing, distancing and
basic health precautions across our various schools. I witnessed this first hand at my son’s
school where students, staff and parents were not wearing masks inside during a welcome
back event. As you know and have stated, masking is an especially critical strategy when a
community is at higher risk of transmission and is one of the best levers we can pull for kids
under 12 who are not yet eligible for a vaccination and kids 12-17 where we have not yet seen
critical mass for vaccinations. I am desperately requesting that TCHD step in and please
mandate masks for all K-12 students and staff regardless of vaccination status, so we can
start this school year on the right foot and my son can begin his school year as safely as
possible. Thank you for taking the time to hear my request and I hope you will strongly
consider a mandate.

8/13/2021 3:54 PM

2389

I am tremendously disappointed in Dr. Douglas’s recent communication to Cherry Creek
School District Superintendent Smith regarding masking for children under 12 years of age.
Without providing any scientific data as justification for his opinion that “conditions in schools
are presently not safe for unvaccinated children”, Dr. Douglas claimed that “Transmission of
COVID-19, exacerbated by the more transmissible Delta Variant, is highly likely in the school
setting without high levels of mask wearing.” Dr. Douglas and the TCHD are ignoring the fact
that in the last semester of the 2020-2021 school year, without any vaccinations available,
there was only a 0.41% intraschool COVID-19 transmission rate for the entire school district.
This fact was provided in district-wide communication from previous Superintendent Dr.
Siegfried. Children under 12 years of age are in the lowest risk demographic for COVID-19
infection, transmission, and severe illness, and all teachers and staff in higher risk
demographics have access to vaccines to protect themselves. Dr. Douglas and the TCHD is
being irresponsible and unethical for ignoring the facts and data available to advocate for mask
wearing for children within the CCSD.

8/13/2021 3:53 PM

2390

Masks do absolutely NOTHING if your honest with yourself and everybody else the science
says masks do nothing but hurt our children. So why are we virtue signaling? This is beyond
ridiculous and I’m sick of it!!

8/13/2021 3:53 PM

2391

The data does not show that children are at high risk for adverse outcomes for covid. There
are many anecdotal cases, but policy is made on statistically relevant data, which clearly

8/13/2021 3:52 PM
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shows extremely low risk. kids also rarely wear a mask in a manner that makes a difference.
Decisions need to be science based, not fear based.
2392

My kids have had so much taken from them. My senior son had no Prom, or in person
football/basketball games. He lost all the fun things about being a senior and I saw what it did
to him. My daughter is a senior this year and I don’t want to see the same thing happen. No
masks. No lockdowns. No requires vaccines. Please. I’m begging you.

8/13/2021 3:52 PM

2393

It’s the right thing to do not just for our kids health but for our communities. Most kids do not
care at all about masking and are just glad to be in classroom settings. Support our
communities by making it mandatory in school ASAP and help our healthcare workers avoid
further exhaustion.

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

2394

1. Masks are ineffective, unnecessary, & harmful. -Dr.Jim Meehan, MD (meehanmd.com) 2.
Mask wearing does NOT stop the spread of covid-19. CDC study shows 70% of new cases
ALWAYS wore a mask, while only 3.9% NEVER wore a mask. (www.CDC.gov) 3. Want more?

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

2395

I didn’t get my kid vaccinated to choke and suffocate all day in a mask. Don’t make me get a
medical note for her asthma you pushed vaccines don’t continue this madness with the
masks. You or your kids doesn’t want a vaccination you mask up if you want to.

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

2396

I appreciate your message to CCSD that led to a mask mandate for grades K - 6. I have mixed
feelings regarding whether we need to go further - I mostly lean towards the opinion that once
we are able to be vaccinated, it should be a personal choice as COVID is here for the long run
and eventually, with the protection of the vaccine for those who want it, we should get back to
normal. But I also understand there are many worried families out there who have different
health considerations than my family does. Your job is to consider everyone, not only the
healthy people who can take a vaccine. So you have a tough job ahead of you. I know you are
not going to please everyone, and I wanted to speak as a middle of the road person since I
know you're likely mostly hearing from people on the extreme ends. I think your guidance falls
in line with what many of us in the tri-county area feel is the right position.

8/13/2021 3:49 PM

2397

Families should CHOOSE if their students wear a mask or not. They inhibit learning being
extremely uncomfortable taking away from learning. Our son is ADHD and the masks severely
impacts his attention constantly uncomfortable.

8/13/2021 3:48 PM

2398

A risk still remains for vaccinated children and for children whose parents refuse (or can’t)
vaccinate. Please don’t put HS kids in a peer pressure situation of masking or not masking,
make it mandatory please! My co-worker just lost both her parents this past month and they
were both vaccinated, please encourage mask usage to prevent needless harm.

8/13/2021 3:48 PM

2399

I would like to see universal masking to prevent another lock down. I have a 2nd and a 9th
grader. They both need in-person learning without having to quarantine all the time. Masks will
help keep kids in school learning and thriving.

8/13/2021 3:48 PM

2400

I pray the school and community will take every Precaution to keep our kids safe. Wearing
masks is an easy way to protect all!

8/13/2021 3:45 PM

2401

Leave masks as recommended. Parents should have the right to choose for THEIR child!

8/13/2021 3:45 PM

2402

Children under 12 are unvaccinated and at a greater risk from the highly contagious delta
variant-masks should be mandatory for this population! Follow the cdc guidelines, puts politic
aside to protect our kids and keep them at school

8/13/2021 3:44 PM

2403

Please mandate masks

8/13/2021 3:43 PM

2404

No masks unless you want to wear them.

8/13/2021 3:43 PM

2405

Masks in schools are opposed by practically all students even in my very liberal school.
Nobody wants to have to wear a mask as masks made learning and socializing really difficult
last year. Kids without many friends ended up moving to schools that would not make them
wear a mask so they were able to make friends. Myself and many friends were depressed and
isolated due to this idiotic mandate.

8/13/2021 3:43 PM

2406

I am so grateful that CCSD Superintendent Smith heeded Dr. Douglas’s advice before the start
of the school year. However, I still feel strongly that unvaccinated children in other school
districts that fall under TCHD’s purview need protection as well. Children’s hospitals around the
country are filling up and schools are already having to quarantine students bc of Delta. Let’s

8/13/2021 3:42 PM
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take a proactive approach that prioritizes public health over personal choice before outbreaks
start significantly affecting Colorado schools and hospitals.
2407

Our unvaccinated kids need to wear masks at school. COVID is so contagious, and Delta
seems to be more so. Delta is also already making kids sicker than COVID did last year, more
of them are being hospitalized. Classrooms of unvaccinated, unmasked kids seems to
disregard their health and safety. And we want them to stay in school for in person learning as
much as possible.

8/13/2021 3:42 PM

2408

Masks harm our children and at most should be optional for students. They are statistically
more likely to die in a car crash on the way to school than to die from COVID.

8/13/2021 3:42 PM

2409

There are no studies that prove that masks work, public school were unmasked last year
without incident, masks are harmful and unethical. Please do not mask our children.

8/13/2021 3:41 PM

2410

I am completing this form as a very concerned parent with 2 kids in the Cherry Creek School
District. Our children should not be forced to wear masks. The Covid data does not show they
are at risk and in fact masks breed more germs including bacteria based illnesses. I’ve seen
firsthand how dirty and gross the masks are. It is child abuse to make our kids wear masks
that have been proven not to work. Unless medical grade masks are worn by everyone, they
do absolutely no good.

8/13/2021 3:41 PM

2411

I live in Arapahoe county with my wife and three kids. I grew up in Arapahoe county and went
to LPS from elementary through high school. I am an attorney practicing at a firm in Arapahoe
county. I have never provided public comment to this board, or any other local board or
commission. But on this matter, I have little choice because this involves those most precious
to me. Please do not force my 3- and 4-year-old children into masks or deny them their
teachers' smiles. Please. There is no science to justify this sacrifice from our children; they
are more at risk from the flu. It would only create an illusion of enhanced safety for ourselves.
This is selfishness, not science. This mandate will hurt our children, and it will harm and divide
our community by robbing parents of their right (rather, obligation) to make informed and
discerned decisions for the overall well-being of their children. We all need to learn to respect
each other's private decisions and live with each other. That is what true unity is about, not
government-mandated uniformity. I wish I could make these comments in person or over
Zoom. Unfortunately, I am scheduled to be in a full day mediation on Monday. Thank you for
serving our community and for receiving my comments.

8/13/2021 3:40 PM

2412

I am in support of personal choice regarding masking our children. Parents who want to send
their kids to school in masks should have that choice. Those of us who don’t, should also
have that choice. If the masks “work,” then the children of those parents in favor of masking
will be protected since they have the choice to mask them. If the masks don’t work in
protecting those children, then why are we forcing all children into them? As the parent, I
should be able to evaluate the risk of Covid for MY children and make the decision that is right
for them.

8/13/2021 3:38 PM

2413

Parent Choice — people have a responsibility for themselves and family. I choose to wear
masks when asked and when I feel like it’s needed in a certain situation but that should be up
to individuals. There could also be some compromise. Kids don’t have to wear masks in their
classroom but when in passing or with others outside their pods.

8/13/2021 3:37 PM

2414

My first grader is a very friendly and loving boy, he looks forward to making his peers/teachers
laugh and smile. He came home last year extremely sad that he couldn’t see people’s smiles
after school most days. This year he told me how excited he was to go to school and see
everyone’s smiles and their laughs. This has now been ripped away from him because of this
new decision. Is this the most scientific reason to not require masks? No. But what is
scientific is all the data that has been continuously pushed out stating that kids not only do not
transmit the virus as easily but also that the risks to them are significantly less than other age
groups. You have children who are growing to love learning and being in school, and now due
to a sudden change of stance, you’re making children (like mine) hate the idea of going to
school. I have four children, 3 of them in CCSD, and all of them have told me they wish they
didn’t have to go to school due to the masks. Whereas yesterday they were completely
ecstatic to go. If you want to fail our children, their future and this community, keep tainting the
one thing that can help keep our children out of trouble and thriving to learn and better
themselves. Do better!!

8/13/2021 3:36 PM

2415

I believe that masks should be left to the parents decision. The numbers in Arapahoe county
do not support a mask mandate!

8/13/2021 3:34 PM
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2416

Let us parents decide for our children. My children will be pulled from district if we are forced to
wear masks.

8/13/2021 3:34 PM

2417

Michele Cooper

8/13/2021 3:32 PM

2418

Please mandate masks in ALL school settings. We MUST protect ALL of our kids. I am
terrified to send my freshman daughter to high school. She did Cherry Creek Elevation last
year, stayed home and got vax’d. Why is she being punished for doing all the right things while
those who are too selfish put us all at risk. I am immunocompromised and a single Mom. What
happens if my daughter unknowingly brings it home to me? Is it worth it to leave her parentless
because of politics?? Do better. Please.

8/13/2021 3:32 PM

2419

I support doing what we can to protect our community especially those that unable to be
vaccinated. Therefore, I support masks in indoor school settings.

8/13/2021 3:31 PM

2420

I am writing to you today to urge you not to reinstate any form of a mask mandate for children
attending school in the Tri-County area. We know that Covid poses very little threat to children.
Specifically, children have about the same chance of dying by lightning strike than they do of
dying from Covid. Furthermore, the adults who choose to be vaccinated have been vaccinated
at an incredibly high rate, specifically in Arapahoe county. With only about 500 Coloradans
currently hospitalized with Covid in a state with a population around 6 million, masking
thousands of children places an inequitable burden on them and does not make sense from a
health, mental health or academic perspective. With 18 months of diminished education, now
is the time for students to learn and teachers to teach. They cannot and should not be forced
to serve as the mask police. Parents are capable of understanding the risks of Covid and
making the best decision for their family regarding masks. I am much more concerned with the
mental health of our youth than the risk of illness from Covid. Masks, by design, are isolating
and make it very difficult for children to engage with each other and organically form
friendships. Children are still developing socially and emotionally. Forcing masks on them,
covering their face hinders that development and could give rise to an entire generation with
antisocial personality tendencies. At what point does the mental health of our children weigh
into the equation of health “for the greater good”? At what point will Tri-County Health
Department be held accountable for the mental health crisis amongst our children? I implore
you, no mask mandates. Respectfully, Kristen Dimig

8/13/2021 3:31 PM

2421

School Board have decided that our kids should go to school. All day, every day, wearing
muzzles, like rabid dogs. I have listened to your arguments and I've noticed that they're
missing a few things, namely evidence data science, common sense and basic human
decency. You presented, no facts at all. So let me do that now. Covid Poses almost no risk to
our kids at all. 4.2 million children have tested positive for covid. A total of 0.008 percent of
them have died. What about the flu, the CDC estimates that 480 Kids died from the flu in the
2018-2019 season. That's more than have died from covid in a year and a half. Not that
anyone on this board suggested any point that year the kids wear masks, did anyone
suggested at any point anyone wear masks for flu, which again, is more dangerous to kids
then covid? That's a fact. Do you know what it's called, when you force your children to wear
masks for fear of a virus that poses almost no threat to them? It's called child abuse. You want
to look up a disease, look up, Munchausen by proxy because that's what this is. If you think
I'm exaggerating - how would you respond to a parent who forced his kid to wear a football
helmet every day, all day for fear of falling coconuts and meteors? Your kid is is almost as
likely to die of covid as he has from a rock from the sky. And yet, if you saw that, you would
say to that parent, that he is abusive, that he is forcing his kid to participate this utterly insane
charade in order to satisfy his delusional psychotic hypochondria. Now do any of you know
what sort of psychological damage we do to children by forcing them to cover their faces,
teaching them that the air is toxic, that everyone around them is sick? Have you wondered
about the health effects of forcing kids to breathe, through, sweat and spit and dirt. So soaked
Rags, every single day. What about learning to read? And they can't see the teacher
enunciated the words. What does it do to a child's developing immune system? If he has to
wear a mask all day every day. You're satisfied to place this burden on children anyway and
why? It's not to keep them safe. They are safe. It's not to keep the adult safe. They can all get
vaccinated if they want to.

8/13/2021 3:30 PM

2422

No masks! The numbers aren’t behind it

8/13/2021 3:29 PM

2423

KIDS ARE NOT AT RISK. WHERE IS THE DATA

8/13/2021 3:27 PM

2424

Our elementary students should not be required to wear masks again. Why don’t you mandate
masks in nursing homes, bars, bowling alleys. It’s not fair the kids are getting blamed for

8/13/2021 3:27 PM
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spreading when this has been proven time and time again to be untrue. When covid broke out
last March our community offered childcare for healthcare childrens workers and had zero
outbreaks. The kids aren’t spreading it. In addition, kids have a high chance of dieing in a car
accident or cancer then from covid. It’s insane that my poor kids have to spend another year
with no one able to see their faces and if they need help or are smiling. They have to shout in
the masks to be heard and have a hard time hearing what others and their teacher are saying.
Other states operated all last year without masks and you can’t prove they actually worked. I
guess that’s why you need public comment to let the people decide?!?! When are we going to
let kids be kids again? Having 3 small children I can tell you the masks were disgusting. They
would wipe them on tables then put them back on their faces. They would get bloody noses
and have to wear them all day. They also take them out for lunch which is full of children
eating and drinking all in the same room. How is that safe if mask are the only thing stopping
the spread? It doesn’t make any sense and the fact you are even asking the public to decide
means you don’t know, please don’t punish the children and let them see their friends and
teachers faces this year.
2425

To whom it may concern, The use of face masks in the community should be considered only
as a complementary measure and not as a replacement for established preventive measures,
for example physical distancing, respiratory etiquette, meticulous hand hygiene and avoiding
touching the face, nose, eyes and mouth. This is a direct quote from the FDA concerning
surgical masks: "While a surgical mask may be effective in blocking splashes and largeparticle droplets, they do not provide complete protection from germs and other contaminants
because of the loose fit between the surface of the mask and your face. Surgical masks are
not respiratory protective devices such as respirators". Even the FDA knows their pointless in
protecting people from getting COVID. They give people a false sense of security and
decrease panic among those that are terrified of COVID. Forcing young kids to wear them
because a small group of people are scared is NOT the answer to our COVID problem. The
answer is wash your hands, stay home when you're sick, boost your immune system by taking
zinc, vitamin C & D, and probiotics, and don't touch your face (especially by readjusting a face
mask all day!). I beg of you to keep masks OPTIONAL!! Those that want to wear them have
ever right to do so but those that don't should also have ever right not to. This is especially
true for our kids where COVID is less detrimental to their health then the flu. Kids get COVID
and are FINE and we have data after data to prove this. It is a child-sparing virus and our kids
should be allowed to be in school, sports, activities, etc without limitations including masks.
They shouldn't have their classrooms shutdown if 1 kid is sick. They shouldn't be forced to
learn through a computer if they are not ill. As the school year gets underway and kids get all
the enviable illnesses they get every year I implore you to use common sense and tell the sick
kids to stay home and allow the will kids to come to school, unmasked if they choose, and
continue through the school year like they have every year before COVID. Lastly, as
vaccination rates continue to rise in our state and we broach herd immunity I hope you
recognize there is no need for any further mask mandates. Please give everyone the right to
CHOOSE what is best for them and their families when it comes to masks. For those of us
that know they are absolutely useless in stopping the spread of COVID we should not be
forced to wear them to make those that are scared more comfortable. Covid is here to stay, it's
not going anywhere, it is now a part of our viral catalog and the sooner we realize that and get
back to our regularly scheduled lives the better. We're not going to be wearing masks forever,
why not start now in helping people realize it's not a viable option anymore? Thank you for your
time, Paul Baack https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/07/17/cloth-face-masks-comfortblankets-do-little-curb-covid-spread/ https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/coronavirus/evidence-onmask-efficacy-is-still-patchy-its-time-to-move-past-these-covid-comfort-blankets/658084.article

8/13/2021 3:27 PM

2426

Please follow the AAP/CDPHE/CDC guidelines and implement universal masking in schools.
My children are currently pulled out of our district due to the refusal of Brian Ewert and the
board of education of LPS to follow evidence based guidelines. You know the science behind
the delta variant and the importance of masking as health professionals (I am both a parent
and a practicing physician) so I won’t belabor the point. Please do the right thing for our
children and school staff. Thank you.

8/13/2021 3:26 PM

2427

Please- please do NOT make these high schoolers wear masks ! Especially if they have been
fully vaccinated - let them choose- let the families decide- These high schoolers are old
enough to stay separated and make some adult decisions of their own.this should at this point
be the student and families decision to mask up or not- Don’t punish those who are fully
vaccinated by making them wear masks.

8/13/2021 3:25 PM

2428

Children are not at risk of severe illness or death from Covid. The adults in their lives have all
had the chance to get vaccinated if they want. Additionally children are not effective at

8/13/2021 3:24 PM
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transmitting Covid thankfully. We have absolutely no idea the long term consequences of
masking for 7-8 hours a day.
2429

This is child abuse to require masks on children! Children are at little to no risk from this virus.
Plus masks do nothing! Show me the data! Kids under 11 have not been required to wear
masks any wear in Colorado this entire time! Why now???

8/13/2021 3:24 PM

2430

Masking is the only way we can protect those too young for the vaccine and others unable to
get vaccinated.

8/13/2021 3:23 PM

2431

STOP MASK MANDATE

8/13/2021 3:23 PM

2432

Only the parents of current students should be considered.

8/13/2021 3:23 PM

2433

Thank you for essentially directing Supt Smith to mandate masks for kids under 12, and
associated staff! We can now send our 4th grade grandson to school without worrying (too
much) -- he could not have handled another year of online school.

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

2434

Given the vaccination rates Dr. Douglas cited yesterday, with barely a third of 12-15 year olds
vaccinated in one county, leaving masking decisions to parents will undoubtedly reduce inperson learning and likely result in many avoidable cases of long covid, further impeding
learning.

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

2435

In-person school is so important for academics and the mental health of students. Protect inperson school by requiring masks and vaccinations, or regular testing for those who refuse. Be
proactive and not reactionary for a change. Delta is serious business.

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

2436

My background is an evidence-based medicine/public health and my opinion is that schools
and districts should be able to determine whether or not kids need to wear a mask based on
case rates in the area and at the schools. Universal mandates do no good and just make
people resistant. If there is a need for a school to mask up, then by all means they should. But
making kids wear a mask just because the parents are scared is not sufficient justification.

8/13/2021 3:18 PM

2437

I do not support mask mandates. Give parents the option to decide what is best for their
students. I also ask that you look at the data. Littleton Public Schools has hundreds of kids in
summer school indoor without masks and had not one Covid case. Hospitalizations on the
state website are very low. Do not make decisions about what is best for people based on pro
mask public opinion. That’s not your job. There is no data showing masks are needed at this
point.

8/13/2021 3:17 PM

2438

Our children’s mental health is on the brink. The detachment and depression caused by mask
wearing is going to forever scar our children. It’s not their job to be responsible for public
safety. Adults can get vaccinated to protect themselves. And statistically the younger age
group is more likely to die from a vending machine falling on them and crushing them than they
are from Covid. PUT THESE KIDS FIRST!!! END THIS MADNESS!!!

8/13/2021 3:15 PM

2439

As both a parent of a child in the Cherry Creek School district and a licensed psychologist
practicing in the community, I implore you to require the use of face coverings for all students
in all Cherry Creek Schools, regardless of age and vaccination status. Data shows that
universal mask mandates in schools prevented high levels of in-school transmission during the
2020-2021 school year. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the
American Academy of Pediatrics both recommend that masks be worn in school regardless of
vaccination status. Voluntary mask use not only goes against these guidelines, but also puts
an unfair onus on children. In my practice, I have seen an alarming uptick in anxiety
symptoms among both parents and children of all ages related to returning to school without a
mask mandate; these concerns include: contracting COVID-19, inadvertently passing COVID19 onto vulnerable family members, increased fear related to bullying by anti-maskers in the
school setting, and not being supported by school staff in masking. Such symptoms will
certainly impede students’ learning and impact overall functioning. Additionally, I believe that it
is imperative to students’ mental health and overall emotional wellbeing to remain in in-person
school. Students of all ages have the right to safe, consistent, uninterrupted learning. I fear
that starting off the school year without a mask mandate for all students, K-12, will only bring
positive COVID cases and community spread, resulting in quarantines and school shut downs.
I witnessed first hand, both professionally and personally, the negative impact that had on
students last year, both in meaningful learning loss and overall social and emotional health.
You have the authority and power to protect all of our children. Please do so.

8/13/2021 3:15 PM

2440

In-person learning is important for all children as is the ability to learn in a safe environment. In

8/13/2021 3:13 PM
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the midst of a pandemic with high transmission rate and a high rate of unvaccinated/at-risk
children/adults, increasing rate of hospitalization, we must do the right thing to balance inperson education and child/adolescent safety. As a pediatric cardiologist, I know the severe
effects of COVID. I've cared for children and teens with life-threatening COVID illness. As a
parent, I also know the social isolation, mental health issues, and negative learning impact
when children cannot attend school in person. This will occur when transmission rates are high
resulting in mass quarantines or school closures due to outbreaks. Vaccines AND universal
masking are the ONLY effective tools we have to limit transmission, limit illness, reduce death,
and allow in-person learning. Children/adolescents need role models and specific guidelines to
provide safe learning environments. I urge the TCHD to mandate masks universally indoors
until transmission rates are lower and vaccine compliance/accessibility is higher. I'm not
requesting yearlong masks but at least until the cases start declining and younger children
have the opportunity to be vaccinated.
2441

Our county has a high vaccination rate. Children rarely get seriously ill from this virus.
Hospitalizations and deaths remain low.

8/13/2021 3:12 PM

2442

The statistics do not show that the kids transmit it or die from it.

8/13/2021 3:12 PM

2443

I do not support you forcing our kids to wear masks in school. It should be up to the parents.

8/13/2021 3:11 PM

2444

I do not think the county or schools should require mask usage particularly for elementary
students. There is contradictory evidence regarding if masks really reduce the spread of the
virus. In addition, I feel like requiring masks may be disruptive to a conducive learning
environment. I think it should be an individual families choice. Regarding the concern with
bullying, schools already have anti bullying programs in place to address this.

8/13/2021 3:09 PM

2445

Public health is preventative health and we have seen during this pandemic that taking action
in advance of escalating numbers is an effective way to keep the number of cases,
hospitalizations and deaths lower than what we’ve seen in other states and countries. If we
take nominal action now as if this current variant and our higher-than-normal vaccination rates
are enough of a public health response, we are taking unnecessary risk. While the
hospitalization and death rates are lower for our youth, the are not expendable and should not
be pawns in a political chess game where we accept the risk and hope for the best. Hope is
not a public health strategy. Our students have been effected by this pandemic enough- online
school, hybrid school, quarantines and isolation have had countless negative effects on their
education and mental health. If it is important to TCHD to help all students stay in school, stay
connected to the peers and be healthy, we must have a mask mandate for ALL students.
While my teens are fully vaccinated, it is not worth the gamble for their health. It is not worth
the risk of a another school year of turmoil. My youngest teen daughter attempted suicide this
last April. A year of fear, quarantine and isolation was nearly her death. There is not need to
further gamble with her health and the collective health of our students and teachers. As we
went to her orientation last week, we saw around 100 students. She and I wore a mask. We
saw two others. If you believe, based on the current projections of the Delta variant and the
models from the UK and the US that she will be healthy and protected in school, surrounded
by a mostly mask-free student population, please show me that data. Show me the evidence
that suggests that the ‘recommendation’ for masks will be sufficient to keep her school open.
As of now, I have seen no indication that enough students will wear masks to keep the school
open and operating.

8/13/2021 3:09 PM

2446

Please no masks for high school!!! We have all had the chance to be vaccinated and families
need the choice! It’s America…we need choice!

8/13/2021 3:09 PM

2447

I fully support universal masking in indoor school settings for all students during times of
substantial or high transmission. This will minimize disruption to the school year and slow the
spread of the virus. It's such a simple way to make a difference. Leaving the pressure of
whether to wear a mask or not on the shoulders of an individual child (when their classmates
may not be) is too much to ask when adults are fully able to make this rule and keep everyone
safer. Many schools have already demonstrated during orientation activities that "suggested"
masks will not provide enough mask use to keep classrooms safe, which will lead to more
community spread and school shutdowns. It should not be the task of individual school
communities to pick and choose whether to keep kids safe, ALL students should have a safe
place to learn. THANK YOU so much for listening.

8/13/2021 3:07 PM

2448

We should be following the cdc guidance. Public comments are not often science based and I
prefer to have decisions based on reality rather than conspiracy theory or political agenda

8/13/2021 3:06 PM
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2449

I DO NOT support you FORCING my children to wear masks in school. Last year they came
home with headaches every day from having to wear masks.

8/13/2021 3:05 PM

2450

I am opposed to masking for children!

8/13/2021 3:05 PM

2451

Not requiring masks in school during a public health crisis - while there is a more transmissible
variant erupting and unvaccinated children is irresponsible, reckless and dangerous. Please do
the right thing - mandate masks for all, regardless of vaccination status. Please keep our kids
IN SCHOOL safely.

8/13/2021 3:04 PM

2452

Masks should remain OPTIONAL! Our kids - especially young ones Do Not Need Masks! They
are more likely to get sick by constantly touching their face by readjusting them, taking them
on and off to eat and drink, or playing with them. Most adults don't wear them right - kids
should not be expected to have to!

8/13/2021 3:03 PM

2453

We know that masks are uncomfortable; however, we want all children to be protected from
Coronavirus. Since vaccines are not available for children under the age of 12, the next best
way to protect all children is through universal masking. The science shows that universal
masking is the only effective way for masking to be effective.

8/13/2021 3:01 PM

2454

I feel that masks do nothing but promote unhealthy face touching and breathing in ones own
carbon dioxide. I think if masks worked then we would be in a better situation. We need to
allow for herd immunities to work. I am a tax payer and will be contacting my congress and
representatives.

8/13/2021 3:00 PM

2455

Look at your own data for Covid hospitalizations and deaths for people in tri county under 18
and tell me again what is the freak out about please. There were more children who died from
the flu in past flu seasons then have died of COVID in 18 months. Where were your mask
mandates then for children?

8/13/2021 2:59 PM

2456

Great step on masks for K-6 in Cherry Creek Schools. A step in the right direction-now
complete the process for masks for all students 7-12. The only way to keep all students safer since they all cannot be vaccinated is to mandate for all grade levels. You have the data - you
know it is the right thing to do!

8/13/2021 2:58 PM

2457

Masks should always be parent choice. Anyone who wants to wear one is able to. Data shows
that schools who did not mandate masks faired better, all around, than those that did. We need
to follow the science regarding those who have natural antibodies and have no reason to wear
a mask. More importantly, look at the long term physical and psychological damage being
caused by masks. There are numerous studies on this topic. Masks should never be required
or mandated. It does not follow common sense or science.

8/13/2021 2:58 PM

2458

Kids are not nearly as affected and Numbers do not justify the need to implement masks in
schools, kids are safer there than at home or in the community. Not to mention, masks do not
work, it is on every dang box of disposable masks found anywhere and if they don’t work how
do you think a cloth mask is going to? Mandating masks interfere with developmental learning,
create more mental health issues, and also are dirtier than anything else kids touch as they
carry more viruses and bacteria and also hinder more migraines and other health issues for
any wearer!

8/13/2021 2:58 PM

2459

My child had covid and I am against masks. She has asthma and it's impossible for her too
breathe especially in PE

8/13/2021 2:53 PM

2460

Our medical community has failed us. Ivermectin works and could end this by next week.
Regardless, so few are dying. Especially kids. Stop the political crap & control tactics.

8/13/2021 2:52 PM

2461

Please do NOT mandate masks. I am happy to go into all the reasons why, but I imagine you
already have those.

8/13/2021 2:47 PM

2462

Please do not mandate masks in schools. Give families the choice.

8/13/2021 2:42 PM

2463

Tri County should put an order in place and not leave these decisions to individual school
boards which are subject to enormous political pressure. TCHD is the public health experts,
school boards are NOT. TCHD should be following CDC and AAP guidance

8/13/2021 2:40 PM

2464

Thanks for doing the right thing and following science

8/13/2021 2:35 PM

2465

We will pull our three children out of LPS if you implement mandatory masking for everyone!

8/13/2021 2:33 PM
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