Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools

Douglas County, n=6,689
Q4 How do you feel about masking in indoor school settings?
Answered: 6,621

Skipped: 68
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I support universal masking in all indoor school settings
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I support universal masking in indoor school settings where there is a presence of anyone 11 or younger
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I do not support masking in schools under any circumstances
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Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools

Q3 Provide written comment here for the Board of Health to consider
Answered: 5,635

Skipped: 1,054

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Only N95 masks in sterile environments and changed often are effective against viruses. Stop
supporting bad/incomplete science.

8/16/2021 12:07 PM

2

Parents have and deserve the right to choose if their child should wear a mask to school no
matter what age. If children are not of age to get vaccinated or can’t be vaccinated at any age
for other reasons and a parent is concerned about them contracting covid they can wear a
mask to school. That is our right as parents- the option to choose what is the best choice for
our families. Please stop taking away our choices. Concerns over if a child will be bullied for
wearing a mask should be addressed the same in each school as a child being bullied for any
other reason. Thank you for listening to my concerns.

8/16/2021 12:07 PM

3

My family did not get vaccinated so that we have to continue to wear masks. The current
pandemic situation is being caused by UNVACCINATED individuals by their choice. Those
(and their families) who chose to do the right thing and get vaccinated should not be punished,
no matter the age. I DO NOT SUPPORT a mask mandate for ANY AGE in our school district.

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

4

We have a daughter with a tracheostomy that attends public school here. I would love to keep
her and the children around her (and our older son who isn’t old enough to vaccinate) safe. I
would rather not see our Children’s hospital at capacity before respiratory season opens, as is
the case with Children’s hospitals in Texas, Salt Lake, southern Oregon, etc. it would be nice
to be following CDC guidelines on this one.

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

5

Parents should have the right to decide what is right for children.

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

6

Our family does not support masking in schools. The restrictions placed on the children the
last year and a half were stressful and burdensome to them. Masking them at this point seems
more like a political stance than a beneficial measure to keep them safe. Based on the amount
of children sent to school without masks on this first week of school should be telling to how
our Douglas County and more specifically , the Castle Rock community, feels. If an individual
wants to wear a mask, they absolutely should. It should not be forced or required.

8/16/2021 12:06 PM

7

Greatly opposed to requiring ALL to wear masks. Leave it to choice, if they want to wear them,
DO, if they don't, then DON'T. It is not your job or right to impose restrictions on freedom of
choice.

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

8

Our kids deserve more! Please do not force them to wear a mask. This is child abuse! Stand
for the truth and be humane and a Godly person!

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

9

Masks should NOT be required.

8/16/2021 12:05 PM

10

Please do not make our kids wear masks!! They provide such a barrier snd burden to kids who
are trying to learn. Rather allow students who ha e concerns the option to wear a mask if
desired. Our kids are not the ones getting sick anyways!!

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

11

Please do not mask my children, they are in elementary school and need normalcy and a
healthy education. They are not at risk for Covid and we should not sacrifice our children’s
education to reduce risk to those have already had opportunity for vaccine/can reduce risk on
their own.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

12

I think it should be a choice. Parents who want can send their kids to school and masks.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

13

The intent of this letter is to present data to the Tri-County Health Department and Douglas
County School District in OPPOSITION of mask mandates for our children and schools.
Unfortunately for everyone, but especially our children, masks, vaccines, covid, shelter in
place etc etc. have become politicized over the last 18 months. The media has found a recipe
for guaranteed views, just like any other disaster that people want to be informed about. There
seems to be a lot of fear and propaganda surrounding Covid-19. For over a year we have heard
that “young people are not effected by Covid-19 as much as the older population” and the data

8/16/2021 12:04 PM
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on that checks out. Now, as the push for mask mandates and vaccine mandates heats up
there is apparently one topic being used as a bargaining chip and leverage in all of the political
positioning going on… our kids, and it makes me sick. We hear on the news virtually anytime
we turn it on that our kids are being hospitalized now at a significant rate. And that is true
compared to the rest of the pandemic. The data shows that since July, there are .37 kids
hospitalized per 100k people. That is an increase from .1 in June and a new high from the
previous high in Jan-Feb 2021 of .3. So what does this mean? Well, if we look at Colorado .4
hospitalization per 100k people (or 1 per 270k people) works out to 21 hospitalizations. What
does it look like for all age groups? The last data point was recorded on 8/13 and it was 3.19
per 100k people which in CO works out to 184 hospitalizations. That’s on a monthly basis
though so if we annualize those estimates CO is looking at roughly 2500 hospitalizations total
of which 250 are kids under the age of 18. Now, this calculation is using an elevated
hospitalization rate in kids (.4) for the entire year when we know for most of 2021 it has be
under 2. So the math isn’t perfect here of course, but there is room in this estimate for that .4
figure to increase since I’m using it for the entire year when the average rate for 2021 so far is
below .2. Additionally, the .4 figure is for the entire US and CO has higher vaccine rates, so
that is not being considered in my analysis. But, using this date (which again is factoring the
hospitalization rate potentially increasing) we can see that 10% of the total hospitalization are
children. That seems like a lot right? Well, if you compare the above analysis to the 2018-2019
flu season, you will see that of the hospitalizations for flu in 2018-2019, kids under the age of
18 accounted for 10%. We didn’t force our kids to wear masks in 2018 for the flu. Let’s look at
the flu numbers from 2018 vs covid 2020-2021 for kids under 17: Hospitalizations: 46k vs 47k
Deaths: 480 vs 354 Percentage of total hospitalizations: 9.38% vs 1.88% Percentage of total
deaths: 1.4% vs .05% Total overall cases (all ages): 35M vs 36.5M The flu in 2018 effected
kids under the age of 17 virtually the same as covid has so far with the difference in the
statistics being more hospitalizations and deaths due to covid for people over the age of 17.
The total number of cases of flu vs covid are virtually the same (especially if you factor in
population growth), the total number of hospitalizations are the same, MORE KIDS died from
the flu than have of covid to date in 2018. So what is the difference from 2018-2019 to now?
There is more publicity surrounding the numbers and there is more political influence on the
issue. The number of pediatric hospitalization was broadcast nightly on the news. Fear tactics
with the media and local governments were not used in 2018. The numbers are the exact same
for our school aged children when comparing the flu in 2018-2019 to Covid but our children
were not forced to wear masks in 2018. In fact, our children to date made up a significant
larger portion of the hospitalizations in 2018-2019 then they do now. So why are forcing masks
on them? The issues raised: -Protection For Those Unable To Vaccinate, More Difficult Social
Distancing If we are talking about protecting our kids from the virus, the numbers and facts
presented above show they were at a greater harm of the flu than covid and we didn’t require
masks for the flu. There were no social distancing requirements for the flu either. If we are
talking about the teachers, staff or any family members: Our children should not be
responsible for keeping anyone safe. Safety and protection is on the individual themselves. If
you enforce a mask mandate you are risking the mental and psychological well being of a child
for something that doesn’t affect them like the rest of the population. You are imposing
restrictions on kids with disabilities, you are prohibiting younger children from learning social
cues that come from facial expressions. You are promoting fear in our kids who will or have
already developed a fear that everyone around them is sick and they are at risk themselves if
they don’t wear a mask. It’s hard to say what kind of psychological damage that will cause.
We spend a lot of time talking about the physical effects of covid, but never want to talk about
our children’s mental and emotional well being. Suicide rates have skyrocketed since the
beginning of the pandemic. Not all of that is a result of masks obviously, but why are we
forcing something on our children to “protect” them from something the date suggests they
have very little risk of instead of protecting them from the things they are actually at risk of. If
you don’t enforce masks, guess what, the people that are opposed to subjecting their children
to the underlying issues of wearing a mask don’t have to put their kid in a mask. If parents are
more scared of covid than the other issues involved with wearing a mask then they still have
the choice to put their kid in a mask. A mask mandate takes that freedom away from any
strongly opposed, but no mandate doesn’t take anyone’s freedom away. They are free to
choose what’s best for them, not have the government/health agency decide that for them Potential Impact To Secondary Spread I hit on this above, but it is not my child’s responsibility
to keep everyone else safe. It is up to the individual themselves. If you are worked about what
your kid will bring home then take the necessary precautions that make sense for you. If I
have skin cancer I don’t expect everyone else to stay indoors or wear spf 1000 or stay in the
shade to protect me from the sun. Again, if you are concerned about that for your own
circumstances then have your kid wear a mask to school, nothing is stopping you from doing
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that. Enhanced in-person learning (fewer outbreaks and isolations) Okay, so let’s say we force
people to mask up in schools- something that a portion of the population strongly disagrees
with. How do we know that spread of the virus happened in the classroom? Kids wore masks
last year and there were still cases. Kids play sports without it on, go on vacations, see family
from out of state, hang out with their friends outside of school. So forcing something on my
child that I don’t agree with won’t prevent the spread from happening. It might decrease the
likelihood or the number of individuals impacted but it won’t stop it. How much of a disruption
is it likely to cause? The staff has the ability to get vaccinated, so the chances of teacher,
staff, bus drivers etc missing school are now much lower than last year. So truly what is the
concern if some kids miss class for a couple of weeks? We handled it last year and are more
prepared now to deal with it than last year. So masking makes it 10, 30, 40% better? Do we
really know what that looks like? There is no way to avoid completely people getting sick even
in masks. I’d argue the masks in class cause more of disruption every 5 minutes telling a
student to put it back on than missing 7 days. Bullying People can get bullied for not wearing a
mask as easily as they could for wearing a mask- the argument goes both ways there. Do we
know the mental ramification for forcing kids to wear a mask? That is an equal concern
14

Masks should be a choice

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

15

I support Americans to make the best choice for their families. We are an educated people we
are capable of discerning the information and choose if how to beat protect our families. Every
house hold has different medical, personal and religious beliefs we can not in a Free Country
dictate was the masses must do. Our children have a right to education and freedom of
speech. Not just the retorirc that is popular or pleasing. Please let families parent their children
it after all is our Constitutional right. Thank you

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

16

Please do not require masks for our children in schools.

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

17

Do not mandate masks for our children!! Not scientifically proven to be effective and actually
harmful to their health!!!!

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

18

Please NO Mask Mandate…my grandson is autistic and having him wear one would be
impossible…

8/16/2021 12:04 PM

19

Masking is unhealthy for young kids under the age of 11 because they do not wear a mask
correctly the majority of the time. It causes them to touch their faces constantly. Kids spit and
drool, and sweat in their masks, and suck on them which causes A considerable amount of
moisture to build up under the mask. My 6 yr old is always sucking on his mask, causing it to
get wet. This Moisture is a breeding ground for bacteria which they can then inhale and cause
respiratory and lung problems. My son was also in speech therapy, and it is difficult enough for
people to understand him without a mask. Adding A mask only contributes to his speech
issues and affects his self-esteem.

8/16/2021 12:03 PM

20

I do NOT support masking of children in schools and will remove my child if this is
recommended. I will also do everything I can to vote out the current school board in Douglas
County in November.

8/16/2021 12:03 PM

21

The research confirms the obvious: cloth and medical masks, with the exception to N-95
masks, do not keep people from getting contracting viruses. In fact, in the only randomized
controlled trial that evaluated the efficacy of cloth masks specifically, wearers of cloth masks
experienced significantly higher rates of viral infection than their control-group counterparts.
Even the CDC cited this study in their first memo that recommended cloth masks, after which
government officials started mandating — you guessed it— cloth masks. The truth is that a
year and a half’s worth of mostly poorly designed studies that attempt to show the benefits of
masks still fail to demonstrate a causative relationship between wearing a mask and reducing
viral infections. A mask mandate is not a data-supported policy; it is a political stunt.
Furthermore, consider these inconvenient facts: 1. All adults have had ample opportunity to
get the vaccine. 2. We know children are not the “super spreaders” they had been falsely
accused of being. 3. Covid-19 poses far less risk of death to children than the flu. If masks
were effective at reducing viral infections, if they actually kept children safer, and if they had
no negative consequences, we would have had kids masking up for school decades ago. But
they do have negative consequences. Masks are not only inconvenient and annoying, but
detrimental to the psychological and developmental wellbeing of our children. Many child
psychologists have spoken out concerned that children are growing up without being able to
see people’s facial expressions. Masks stifle both verbal and non-verbal communication.
Masks stoke fear and anxiety. Masks are not normal. They are uncomfortable and distracting
in learning environments. Masks do nothing beneficial for children, but they absolutely can do

8/16/2021 12:03 PM
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harm. My children will never be raised to accept the tyrannical whims of politicians under the
thinly veiled guise of “health and safety.” Some parents might not agree with this. They might
want their children to wear masks to school. That is their right as parents; we are all doing our
best to raise our children well and to keep them safe. However, this is a decision for PARENTS
to make, not health bureaucrats. We will make the health decisions for our own children, and
you will respect those decisions. If you mandate masks at schools, we will interpret the
mandate to be a political power play at the expense of the wellbeing of our children. Prepare to
anger the “mama bears” and to deal with the consequences of harming our kids, because we
will not tolerate this ridiculous, anti-scientific, and oppressive political posturing any longer. We
will not comply with any mandate to wear masks.
22

I am jut going to jump right in and start refuting the rationale behind considering bringing the
mask mandate back to our schools. The first rationale you have listed is for protection for
those unable to vaccinate and because of the difficulty of social distancing. I would like to ask
you protection from what exactly? I haven’t been analyzing some “right wing conspiracy data”
like those for masks have accused me of. I have looked at the CDC data itself and without
analyzing the data, breaking it down and comparing the numbers to other data it does look
terrifying. However, I like to take the time to educate myself and analyze what we are truly
dealing with. Kids aged 5 to 14 are MORE likely to die from cancer, vehicle accidents, suicide,
homicide, cardiovascular disease, drowning and flu/pneumonia than they are of COVID. You
being a health departments probably know this information, which is why it saddens me that
you want to continue to mask our children for virtually no logical reason. You are FOUR times
more likely to get struck by lightning. Just actually look at the CDC data. Social distancing is
not happening anyway and is a joke. You think these kids don’t go to after school actives and
take their mask off the second that they can? When visiting friends and family on the weekend
you think masks are on? Going to the park? Going to a rockies game? Make is make sense.
The second rationale you have listed is potential impact on secondary spread. Over 70% of
people in Douglas County have been vaccinated. My kid should not be punished because of
those who have chosen not to be vaccinated or are unable. I have Multiple Sclerosis and at
the advice of my doctor have chosen to not get the vaccine because they are now seeing
other autoimmune disorders pop up with those already compromised. Thats MY choice and
MY responsibility to take the proper precautions that I need to; not a bunch of children’s
responsibility. The majority of the adults in school are vaccinated. If they are not that was
something they decided. The third point that you have made is enhanced in-person learning.
This year there are more vaccinated individuals than there were last year. Kids wore masks.
Yet there were still disruptions and kids still had to isolate. The fourth and last rationale listed
was it could reduce mental health stress due to bullying and school disruption. You are all
worried about bullying to the mask wearers. What about our children on IEPs? Children with
anxiety? The ones that can’t handle the sensory overload of wearing a mask all day and have
an ouburst. Not only is that “disrupting” their own learning, but others learning as well? What
about children like my son, who is on an IEP for language? The point of an IEP is ensure that
he receives specialized instruction. He is at an age where articulation is being learned is
extremely important. Masks prohibit him from getting the services he needs to the full extent.
The concept of masks actually DISCRIMINATE against a lot of children on IEPs. My son is
hard to understand as is, so how is being forced to wear a mask going to impact his mental
health? What if he gets bullied? The benefits of an IEP is to create opportunity and promote
educational enhancement. How is that going to work when he is forced to wear a mask all day?
Self harm is already up 300% according to studies done by HealthOne. These kids have
already had gone through enough and have had so much taken from them. Especially knowing
the hospitalization and deaths are EXTREMELY similar to the common flu. This wasn’t
happening with the flu and shouldn’t be now. This is MY child. I know what’s best for my kid.
Wearing a mask is not it. My child needs to build his natural immunity. His genes are already
against him. He needs additional help with language and speaking. Masking him along with his
vaccinated teacher will not do that.

8/16/2021 12:03 PM

23

The school must provide safe environments for children who cannot get the vaccine.

8/16/2021 12:01 PM

24

What are the facts concerning kids transmitting COVID or getting seriously sick from it. From
my understanding it’s not even under 1%. If this mandate is put in place now it’s the parents
who decide to have their kids wear and mask and now they are making the decision for my
kids…. You mention bullying and mental health for mask shaming.. how about the flip side of
that coin. Kids being taught that the people around them and the air they breathe is toxic. And
constantly breathing the same nasty air with a cloth over their face. Anyone over 12 has the
option to get vaccinated. Leave the kids alone with a mask mandate!

8/16/2021 12:00 PM

25

Apologies for submitting a second response, but the form would not save this field when I tried

8/16/2021 12:00 PM
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to submit the first. I think it is critical that we approach the next year, and especially the fall
semester with an anticipatory, proactive approach to protecting our children. If we want to be
effective in assuring they remain safe and able to attend school in person, we cannot put
ourselves in a position where we only react once infections have started. Over the past few
days, there have been several warnings from both the NiH and the CDC regarding the current
trajectory of overall infections and the impact to children, especially as we see increased
hospitalizations amongst younger age groups. Mandating masks gives us an effective
mechanism of control, instead of reaction. Additionally, conversation around testing seems to
have dropped of, we need to be sure that an infrastructure for rapid testing is accessible to
schools. Please take action now so this doesn't get out of control
26

I don’t believe masks are a place for schools! Kids aren’t effected as bad and it’s more of a
distraction for them as well!

8/16/2021 12:00 PM

27

As a pediatric healthcare provider in Douglas County I have witnessed first hand the effects of
COVID disease on our pediatric population - from mild illness to severe hospitalizations and
overwhelmed ICU's. I have also been on the front lines of caring for children as they navigate
the mental health impacts of a global pandemic – quarantines, isolation, fear and anxiety,
severe depression and suicide risk. The American Academy of Pediatrics, the CDC, the expert
physicians and epidemiologists at Chidlren’s Hospital Colorado, the officials at Tri County
Health and local pediatric providers such as myself in conjunction with our amazing educators
in Douglas County are all in strong support of a safe return to in-person learning for all children.
With this shared goal, it is crucial that we make evidence-based decisions to return our kids to
a safe learning environment. How we handle these decisions, and ourselves, as we make
these decisions have a massive impact on the young, impressionable minds of the kids we are
charged with caring for. The AAP, the CDC and the National Association of School Nurses
have all recommended masking in schools to prevent the spread of COVID-19. When risk
mitigation measures are in place, school-associated COVID-19 transmission is low. Schools
with universal masking policies experience an extremely low secondary transmission rate, as
low as 1-4% compared to schools without masking with rates as high as 11-27%, depending
on the study. These data are based on peer-reviewed studies completed in 2020 observing
schools in Wisconsin, Florida, Utah and Missouri (references available on request). With
precautions in place, including but not limited to masking, in-school transmission of SARSCoV-2 appears to be uncommon. Thus far, the “strong recommendation” for the masking of
unvaccinated kids has proven to be mostly ignored, with our elementary schools brimming with
unmasked children and very few wearing masks. The experience in our school has been that
my children are one of very few in their classrooms wearing masks as a precautions which has
created a very stressful and isolating learning environment for them. It is very confusing for
these young minds who rely on the adults in their lives to keep them safe, to have such
discrepant opinions on what will actually keep them safe. To the point that my 4th grader has
expressed a hatred of science because “no one listens to the science anyway”. As a district
that should value our children’s education in all areas, we need to teach them how to look at
data, and how to make informed decisions based on this information. It is clear that the COVID
vaccine is extremely effective but the population at risk currently are those that are not yet
eligible for vaccination and our K-6th graders should be required to wear masks until they are
eligible to receive this vaccine to protect themselves and others around them. Until that time,
our goal to keep kids safely learning in person must include the risk mitigation strategy of
universal masking being required by the schools and the county. Based on the CDC
recommendations for quarantine, kids will be allowed to remain in school learning in person
even if they have a known exposure to COVID only if both parties were masked. Based on this
alone, students, staff and teachers will avoid lengthy quarantines that will foster in-person
learning in a safe environment for everyone. Thank you for being willing to look at the data and
make evidence-based decisions based on the science and data available to keep our students
and families safe.

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

28

I DO NOT SUPPORT MASKING

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

29

Written consent

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

30

Next to vaccines, masks are the single best way to reduce transmission of airborne viruses.
There effective and inexpensive and there is no reason for them to not be mandated for
children unable to be vaccinated. For the protection of all, masks should unequivocally be
mandated.

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

31

Regarding masks for our children in their schools, considering that our children under 12 years
old are currently ineligible for a vaccine, and a highly contagious Delta varient is factually

8/16/2021 11:59 AM
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known to be hospitalizing children, it is the moral and ethical responsibility of this Board to
place the health and safety of children as the only priority. The politics of a small minority is
secondary and should not cloud the judgement of this Board, who is fully aware the majority of
residents (regardless of political affiliation) are in favor of requiring masks for children in
school. It should not have to be contentious, quite simply, children who are under 12 are at
risk, because our FDA has failed to authorize vaccinations for ages 5-11 and many parents
would authorize this vaccination. Until all parents have a choice on wheter to vaccinate their
age 5-11 children, no group of parents has the right to refuse mask mandates for all children,
until a vaccine is available for young kids.
32

Please consider the scientific evidence when making your recommendation, and not the
politics of the decision.

8/16/2021 11:59 AM

33

I believe we can all agree that we want the best for our children, regardless of our position. On
July 21, 2021, the CDC announced it is "withdrawing its request to the FDA for emergency use
authorization" of the PCR test that was introduced in February 2020, admitting that it cannot
detect between the flu and COVID-19. The PCR test has been used exclusively for testing,
resulting in false positives. So why is the CDC using unreliable data to mask our children? And
to what end? What is the end goal here? I can tell you it's not about health. Because, 4.2
million children have tested positive for COVID and .008% have died. In 2018-2019, 480
children died from the flu. Did we suggest wearing masks then? No. To mask children in
school, after having been around one another all summer long, is ludicrous. There is no logic in
this. Kids are going to touch their masks all day long and they become a breeding ground for
bacteria that they breathe, which is worse than the virus. The small aerosol particle won't be
stopped with a mask just as a respiratory virus is not stopped with a mask. Kids need oxygen
to breathe. Lack of oxygen impairs brain development, many kids' glasses fog up and they
can't read, they can't see facial expressions, which is how we as humans communicate 93%
of the time. Show me a peer-reviewed study where masks worked (prevented the spread). And
where all mask types were tested. The psychological toll on children is astronomical.
According to a study in Boston, doctors and nurses are seeing more and more kids as young
as seven years old, in a mental health crisis. This virus is not going away. Again, to what end
are we doing this? We don't know enough about the virus to take such extreme measures
using unreliable data. The parents are responsible for the health of their children. I am not
telling anyone their child can't wear a mask. It's a choice. Give me the choice for my child.

8/16/2021 11:58 AM

34

Let me first state I am against masking of children! It is already known that the young age
group has the lowest risk with the COVID virus. Let me also state that how is it expected of a
cloth mask to protect from a virus that is smaller molecules than say a mask for asbestos
removal? I’ll save you the trouble….it doesn’t. So masking of our kids is mental and physical
abuse by the school who goes with a mask mandate and i will not stand for this. It didn’t work
the first time around…..m& daughter still got sent home more times than she was actually at
school. It caused grief to her and also caused issues with my work and having to stay home.
In conclusion if there is a mask mandate that is applied, we will be promptly pulling her out of
the school and filing a grief complaint.

8/16/2021 11:58 AM

35

I don't support universal masking in schools. Homemade cloth mask/paper mask do not keep
respiratory viruses out, they are detrimental to our children's education, mental health, and
their overall physical well being. As we rolled through the 2020-2021 school year with masking,
there were still quarantines, many to be exact. Those wanting all to be masked may fight this
and say, there would have been more if it wasn't for the mask. However, the private schools
and charter schools whose mask mandates weren't as strict saw less quarantines for their
students and staff. It has also been documented that test scores plummeted last year and IQ
scores are down almost 25% for our elementary aged children. The mental health of our
students should not be thrown to the wayside either. Some continue to struggle with the
isolation that was brought on by this virus. They need their social outlets and being able to
read facial expressions and seeing someone smile is huge. This virus isn't going away anytime
soon. We all want what is best for our children and not all children and families are the same.
Please make the best decision for all families and not just the ones speaking the loudest.

8/16/2021 11:58 AM

36

Continuing to force our children to wear masks at school is not only detrimental to their mental
and emotional well-being it is completely ineffective. Children still take off their masks at
recess and during lunch and the exposure risk would be absolutely the same as if they didn't
wear one at all. Children need fresh air and to see the faces of their teachers and their
classmates! Please don't make them go through this again. Thank you for your consideration.

8/16/2021 11:58 AM

37

It's clear the School Administrators are too scared of the vocal minority to do what is right for

8/16/2021 11:58 AM
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the safety of everyone involved. The only hope is for someone to actually lead by doing what
all reasonable scientist/doctors says is the safest. Require kids (and everyone else) to wear a
mask when indoor public places.
38

I am asking you as a parent and as a nurse to please follow the guidelines given to us by
experts to put a mask mandate into place. Only my oldest has been vaccinated due to the age
limitations. Although it would be safer, I am willing to compromise and ok with the high school
not mandating masks because they have been given a chance to get vaccinated. My 6th and
3rd grader have not been awarded that opportunity to give them an added layer of protection.
During meet the teacher and orientations, I only saw a handful of kids wearing masks. I didn't
even see one teacher or administrator wearing one in solidarity with the kids that have to wear
them. I understand many of them have been vaccinated but I don't know that for sure and they
can still pass the virus to my unvaccinated children. PLEASE don't keep listening to
nonexperts and just put in a mask mandate until the vaccine age eligibility lowers to include
school age children. This is a new variant that affects children more. We are basing decisions
off of the old version that didn't affect them as much. My children are being made fun of for
wearing masks. What about their mental health?? My 11 y/o was already exposed on the 1st
day!! My oldest is having breakdowns bc she knows as cases go up d/t unmasked kids and
teachers, the school will get shut down again and she will miss another year of games and
dances in high school. PLEASE consider facts and put in a mask mandate. Thank you for
your time.
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Masking should be a decision made by families as they have been proven to not be really
effective at preventing it anyway. If families are not comfortable and want their kids to wear a
mask that is their choice and right to do so. Don't force my kids who, bye the way have had
Covid and therefore have the immunity to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 11:57 AM
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I am strongly opposed to our children and staff wearing masks again this year in schools. I
believe in the right to choose. If you feel more comfortable, fine, wear a mask, but please do
not force your choice on others. Our children deserve to get back to normalcy in their daily
lives and should not have to try and learn from their teachers through a mask.
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Please do not mask our children. The negative affects far outweigh the benefits (I’m not
convinced there are any benefits)

8/16/2021 11:57 AM
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We elected you because we believe you have our children's best interest at heart. Whatever
your decision is - I support it and you.

8/16/2021 11:57 AM
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I have made a comment previously but felt compelled to make another. Masking needs to be
universal among all the schools, especially with the other mitigation measures not being
utilized. My daughter was at Castle view high school for five days before we got an exposure
letter. Although she says she wears her mask, when everybody else is not wearing their mask
peer pressure can get the best of us, especially our teenagers. She is also vaccinated.
Unfortunately I have a six-year-old and a two-year-old in our household who are not eligible for
vaccination yet. So now, I get to spend the next 14 days worrying and watching and waiting to
see if COVID has entered our house. I have to worry that the person that exposed Aubrie was
wearing a mask or was not wearing a mask. Study after study has already shown that when
both parties involved are wearing a mask, the transmission rate goes down significantly. It is
time that the anti-maskers political bullying stop getting in the way of the safety of our children.
Working in child care I have always appreciated the work of the Health department, but now we
need your help even more to keep everybody safe. I am additionally concerned that when
being exposed to Covid, there are no quarantines. I have worked in an early childhood center, I
know how willing parents are to send their kids to school even with a stuffy nose or a cough.
We have to hope and put the safety of our children in peoples hands that are not willing to
quarantine even when symptoms are being shown. If everything else Has been abandoned,
then the only thing we have left are our masks. As a parent of small children, I implore you to
do the right thing and re-implement the universal indoor mask mandate. Thank you for your
time.
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Multiple Studies show that children or those under the age of 18 are at a miniscule risk of
dying from SARS2. The journal 'Nature' just published a study saying that the risk of death in
healthy children 18 years and younger is 1 in a MILLION (the CDC says the same)! Secondly,
many studies show that children have a very low (less than 3%) risk of carrying and passing
SARS2 to other children or those in school. Thirdly, masks inhibit learning, communication,
confidence, and social interaction for children. Also, it's a disaster when you watch the kids in
school touching, adjusting, eating, drinking, etc. or just normal behavior while managing the
wearing of a mask. This is a fact! In summary, masking of children is tantamount to CHILD
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ABUSE! The FACTUAL RISK BENEFITS ARE CLEAR and masking of children in schools is
an abysmal failure! Masks have no place for children in schools due to SARS2! Our children
have suffered enough abuse from State and School these past 18 months and they need to be
allowed to live their life as normally as possible going foward! Thank you for your time.
Anthony Plute
45

I do not agree with masking kids 11 years of age and younger. There’s no proven evidence that
kids 11 years and younger are even spreading any of the Covid viruses or variants. Masking
kids reduces their social interaction with other kids. The kids can barely understand each other
speaking through a mask. The kids can’t see other kids smiling or making expressions. The
kids can not breathe well with a mask on and interact and speak with other kids or teachers. In
my opinion mass should be optional. If parents want to mask their children for school then
that’s their choice but that should not be forced. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:57 AM
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As Dr. Makary (professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine) and Dr. Meissner (chief of
pediatric infectious diseases at Tufts Children’s Hospital and member of FDA's external
advisory panel for the Covid-19 vaccines) recently pointed out in the WSJ, mandatory masking
for all children, in school for eight hours a day, 5 days a week, is a harmful proposition that is
not in line with the Science. - Children under 11 face a higher mortality rate from the seasonal
flu than COVID. Yet we don't mask them every year. Hospitalization (not death) rate for
children according to the CDC for the week of July 31 was .5 per 100,000 (not per 100).
Children have a better chance of getting struck by lightning, dying in a car crash, and dying
from cancer, than dying from COVID according to data and science. - The physical harm of
wearing a mask and breathing in their own carbon dioxide all day long are significant for
children including hypoxia (not enough O2) and hypercania (too much CO2) in the blood,
leading to headaches and other conditions. Prolonged mouth breathing caused by masks can
alter facial development and cause mouth deformities and an elongated face. - Mask wearing
is a huge impediment for developmental learning as children cannot see the teacher's and
other students faces at a time when they are learning to emote, communicate, and how to
signal fear, confusion, and happiness. Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic
development. All of these problems are multiplied exponentially for disabled students. Psychologically, teaching our children that the world is sick and they should fear others is also
traumatizing for children as young as 5. - Studies (including in the Journal of the American
Academy of Pediatrics) have found children rarely transmit the disease to adults (the study
found on transmission amongst 90,000 students in a NC school district.) - any concerned
teacher has already had the opportunity to get vaccinated. - Parents that want to mask their
children are not prevented from doing so. Bullying is a greater concern at 10+ than under 10.
Any bullying ( I have heard of none) can be dealt with in those rare circumstances like any
other school bullying as the kids who bully will be easy to identify as bullies will bully for
whatever reason, not just because of masks.
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I personally experienced my son having anxiety from having to wear a mask all year. He also
complained of pain in his chest whenever having to wear the mask.
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I am vehemently against masking children in school. To be clear, I do not agree to my children
being forced to wear a mask. Masks do not work in lowering or stopping covid, however, I
know masks cause significant health risk such as lowered oxygen to the brain, all this on top
of the significant mental health toll it has taken on my family. I am ok if other parents / children
choose to wear masks, that is their individual health freedom, but do not mandate a
requirement to wear masks. Personal health freedom is at stake and I expect Tri County to
uphold freedom.
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Keep kids safe
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Support masking at school if it helps all be able to attend school in person and not go online

8/16/2021 11:56 AM
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Kids do not need to be in masks. It is not good for their mental health and kids are less
effected by this virus! Please don’t make our kids wear masks

8/16/2021 11:56 AM

52

No masks for children in schools! There is no proof that they prevent the spread of COVID and
they cause problems to both physical and mental health. This is still a free country. My child
will not wear a mask. She cried all last year because she couldn’t breathe properly wearing
one. I will pull her out of school if this happens again and I will petition and make sure a new
board is elected in November in Douglas County.

8/16/2021 11:56 AM
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Please help keep our unvaccinated littles safe with mask mandates at school, thank you.
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54

I understand why people value masks and I think it’s fine if they’re optional for the people who
don’t feel comfortable. However, for the people who have done all the right things to protect
themselves, their families and community, people who are vaccinated should not be required to
wear a mask. Teachers talk all day, everyday and it is incredibly unhealthy to require this for
them, or children. My wife is a teacher and she would come home exhausted and sick
everyday from speaking all day in a mask. It’s unacceptable to take a already strained
profession and impose more challenges. Teachers are already hard to find, don’t screw this up
for our children and these great teachers out there, but requiring masks. Again, for the people
that don’t feel safe and/or are scared, wear a mask. But for those of us who aren’t and who
have done the right thing by being vaccinated, let us choose. Thank you!

8/16/2021 11:55 AM
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With most schools deferring to make mask requirements without a mandate in place, I and
many other parents of students under 11 years old firmly believe following CDC and AAP
recommendations is absolutely necessary to protect this vulnerable population. Given the
recent news that the Delta variant populates the throats of vaccinated individuals at a rate
similar to unvaccinated, it has never been more true for our students that their teachers' and
classmates' mask protects them, as their own masks protect their classmates! A disease that
is asymptomatic in a vaccinated individual is especially insidious to this unvaccinated
population. Even as news confirms that the Delta variant may pose the biggest threat thus far
to pediatric populations, it is the time that administrators are most reluctant to impose masking
without a mandate. The health department and the state could provide some cover for them in
politicized arguments against masking and disgruntled parents. A mandate backed by science
would immensely relieve the pressure on individual communities who many want to do the right
thing, but fear backlash from parents against the idea. Also, if we remember how COVID
mitigation measures in classrooms last year made them relatively safe to operate before the
vaccine was available, we will also remember how we enjoyed a relatively non-existent
pediatric flu season. It seems as a community we have forgotten that masking and mitigation
measures were effective at curbing many respiratory viruses, which parents and leaders
should be especially interested in doing again this year, since co-infection with COVID-19 and
influenza or RSV complicates health outcomes, even in healthy children. The reports indicate
that since "only" around 400 pediatric deaths have been recorded, it isn't nearly as bad for
children, and not much of a concern. Four hundred deaths looks like a small number only in
relation to the death rate of the adult population. If there were any other disease causing 400
deaths a year in children, without causing such a high number of deaths in an adult population,
there would be an outcry in the community to find a solution, quickly! Four hundred pediatric
deaths in a flu season would be a remarkably bad one! And yet because the number seems
small by the adult standard, it has been largely ignored. That number fails to account for long
COVID, which is real for children, and intensive care admission, and the fact that we have no
idea the long-term health consequences of COVID infection for children. But we do have
known mitigation measures to help protect our kids, and their lives and long-term health are
worth the inconvenience of masking in schools. We did it last year. It would be in students'
best interest to at least match the mitigation measures we know worked for the 2020-2021
school year.
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How ironic it is that we are doing this meeting about the topic of mask wearing via Zoom, but
our kids have to attend school without any protection. We shouldn’t be having these meetings
to discuss if we, as parents, want our kids to wear a mask to school. No, we don’t want that,
BUT because SO MANY selfish, irresponsible and ignorant adults WILL NOT get vaccinated
for Covid-19, kids like my daughter who is 11 and my son who is 14 and fully vaccinated, have
to pay the consequences. How is it that we ALL believe in science when we get sick and go to
a doctor or to a hospital to be treated with treatments that have been discovered and
developed exactly by science, but when it comes to science applied to matters of public health
measures, then it is an inconvenience or even worst a VIOLATION to our liberties? The old
idea that kids infected with Covid-19 do not suffer severe effects, does not apply any more,
there are too many children hospitalized, in ICU and worst, dead, because of Covid-19, that it
is just outrageous to continue “talking” about the “option” of wearing masks. A Public Health
Measure should not be a matter of discussion. We are into the 18th month of the pandemic
and it has been proven that wearing a mask reduces the risk of contracting and spreading
Covid, therefore until ALL people 12 and older are fully vaccinated, there should not be even a
question about mask wearing in schools. This uncomfortable measure will help school mitigate
disruptions and quarantines or even complete closures, as we have seen already happening in
states that did not implement mask wearing in schools, and will aide to the continuation of a
successful school year. We all have a moral obligation to ensure the health of our kids and
local agencies should be doing their job implementing all measures to safeguard the health of
our children.
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57

My name is Anne, I am a twelve year old girl in Douglas County, Colorado. I would like to
share with you and the world how important it is to make masks mandatory during the
pandemic. Masks are an important safety measure. It is important to keep school in session,
to keep teachers teaching and students learning. Many health experts and studies have shown
that masks work best to decrease the spread of Covid when everyone wears them. It is the at
most importance to me that I keep my mother safe as well as others. My mom has an
autoimmune disease and can be hospitalized for a simple cold. I know this is not the same for
every one but, we should protect people who are at high risk. It is not just the people who are
at high risk that are important to keep safe but everyone else since the new variants are
extremely contagious and is affecting kids worse than the original Covid variants. Hospitals in
other states that don’t require masks, are overflowing and are sending Covid patients to
Colorado. In my experience, learning in person works better than learning remotely. If we don’t
reduce the spread of Covid, schools could be shut down. Our country quickly vaccinated a
majority of adults, but the virus continued to mutate. Mutations means the virus is no longer
the same as what the vaccine protects us from. I had hoped the vaccine would be the end of
the pandemic. This pandemic has lasted more than an eighth of my life. It has been hard to
rarely see my family and friends. My education has been affected. I worry about people getting
sick. I would ask that leaders will mandate masks so that the pandemic doesn’t get worse. I
hope that it will get better in the near future. If masks are required for everyone, it will help
students stay in school, see their friends and continue extracurricular activities safely. This will
put adulty and child safety first. I hope that leaders will mandate masks for the sake of the
people. I hope that school will stay in session and masks are the way to do that.
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I feel that as long as safe options (such as online learning) are provided, then a mandatory
mask mandate should not be required. It should be assumed that parents who send their
children to school understand the risk associated with in-person learning. Both of my children
are fully vaccinated, and we did this so that they would be able to enjoy their school year
unhindered. Parents who have concerns with other students not wearing masks should have
the option for online learning, and should be directed toward that option if it is available this
school year. Wearing masks may decrease the likelihood of the transfer of COVID and the
Delta variant, but it is still not as safe as remote learning; that should be made clear to parents
that are concerned enough to ask for a universal mask mandate.
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I believe vaccinated students should not have to wear masks

8/16/2021 11:54 AM
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This decision should not be mandated for all schools, all kids. This decision should be left up
to families, parents and the kids themselves. We have all done our part and want to get back
to a normal school year, which is what we were promised this summer. At least let school
happen and see the outcome before making a decision the 2nd week of school!
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Both my children developed facial Staph Infections, as have many other children in the
schools, from continued mask wearing for 6-8 hours last school year. They are not getting
fresh air and there are many other social drawbacks of mask mandates. There are more
drawbacks than the benefits. The covid numbers do NOT justify a mask mandate which cause
other health issues.
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Masks should be completely up to the parents or family of the child. If other parents decide to
have their children wear masks that's up to them same with staff if they choose to do so. But
it's up to the individual and family to decide what's best for them
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Hello! I just want to show support for universal masking in our Douglas County School. I have
a high risk family, and while we have gotten our shots we are still concerned for our family
potentially getting the more contagious Delta variant. Our daughter is wearing a mask at school
to keep herself and us as safe as possible. She is one of very few at her school wearing a
mask. Kids no matter the age can not and DO NOT social distance in schools. I have
personally witnessed students hugging and also in groups less than 2 feet from each other
talking. Masks although inconvenient is the best way to protect all students and families from
serious sickness or even death. Please consider masks for all Douglas County Schools.
Thank you!
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I am in support of masks for all. I would like as much protection for my kids as I know they
want to be in school. I personally think with the Delta variant that all would be safer if masks
worn while teaching in person.
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Masks are proven to be dangerous for kids. It should be a parental choice.
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I take health very seriously and do not feel that masks are the answer. In no way should there
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be requirements of masking for my children. That should be up to parents to decide. This is a
virus just like the flu is a virus. Where do you draw the line? We do not wear masks during flu
season, nor should we. Viruses are part of everyday life and always will be.
67

I opposed to mandating masks for anyone particularly children. Also I am opposed to virtual
learning. Children should be is school.
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I work in healthcare and have worked bedside with COVID patients the entire time. I am not
scared
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Please allow individuals to make decisions that is best for their individual family. We live in an
area that continues to be lower risk with good levels of vaccination and our kids are in a low
risk age group. Masks, despite lots of media coverage to the contrary, do have negative
affects on our youth and their social development and individual mental health. Allow them the
option of masking or not.

8/16/2021 11:52 AM

70

I believe that masks should be required for all students in order to help slow the spread and
keep our students learning in the classrooms. A mandate would take away the stigma and
bullying that mask wearing students currently face.
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If infection rates increase I would rather mask than go remote again.
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Please make masks a choice and not a requirement. Thank you.
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I have two kids in Douglas County Public and 2 in Douglas County private schools. I do NOT
support universal masking, especially without evidence of a Covid outbreak in the school.
Mask wearing should be a personal/ family choice. There is a small percentage of parents who
have grown very loud about wanting universal masking. They do not speak for the majority of
Douglas County Parents. Please leave masking up to each individual.
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Don't bow to political and teachers union pressure and make a huge mistake that will result in
our children suffering mentally and physically and subject them to even more substandard
learning that will put them even further behind in their education. As a health care professional
you certainly know valid research has shown that COVID is rarely transmitted from or to young
children, and accordingly there is no need for masking.Virtually NO children have died of
COVID in Douglas County in the last two years - THIS IS SCIENCE! I cannot find the stats for
18 and under now on the TCH site - when I found them a few months ago there was ONE
death of a person 18 and under and that person had a co-morbidity. WHY do you make it so
hard for citizens to find the data they want?? Masking is also unhealthy for kids, according to a
JAMA article reporting a study about the dangers of kids breathing their own carbon dioxide for
many hours. Of course this study was withdrawn due to political pressure from the medical
establishment that is bent on more masking and forced vaccines. This is absolutely terrible
and appallingly dishonest. I hope you read the article linked below. If there's any proof that
masks reduce Covid transmission you need to source it to Douglas County community. I don't
think it exists. https://www.city-journal.org/do-masks-work-a-review-of-the-evidence?
fbclid=IwAR0o5oKmsa1DHH5pr6aKbqK31Mlp0TjJgTOAFh9N-w3XhsQlTiOfqwl6yns Ironically,
the reasons for possible masking on TCH website include "Could reduce mental health stress
due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption...."
This assertion is in itself bullying. What about the mental health stress for the child forced to
wear a mask all day and breathing in the teeming pathogens that have PROVED to exist as
the child breathes in and out of a soggy mask? If you and TCH once again force masks on
kids in DougCo schools you will have forfeited any respect that remains in the minds of
anyone in this county. Everyone knows there is no reason for more of this ridiculous masking
except for the teachers' unions increasingly unhinged demands. You will be seen as a puppet
of the teachers unions and you will lose all credibility. Please say NO to masking. It truly is
child abuse.
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As a mother of 3 kids in Douglas County. I am praying we do at least the bare minimum by
requiring masks by all regardless of vaccination status. Myself & all of my children are
vaccinated. But given the current information we have on how the delta variant behaves, it is
clear the best/most responsible step would be to at the very least do something (anything) to
mitigate the spread of this virus. Please listen to science & keep are kids safe & in school for
in person learning. Thank you!

8/16/2021 11:50 AM
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My daughter came home with a headache everyday from school last year from having to wear
a mask all day. That is not acceptable, especially when masks do not protect against
something so small as a virus. Also, there is a 99.998% recovery rate for this age group.
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Vaccines are available. Let those who have concerns get vaccinated but no one should be
forced to be vaccinated or masked. A question for you would be, “How does depriving children
of oxygen, resulting in headaches, provide a healthy and safe learning environment for our
children to earn an education?”
77

Hello, I have 3 boys in the Douglas co school district. Due to mask mandates last year my
children struggled mentally and emotionally also physically with headaches from not being able
to breathe fresh air. As a mother the idea of reinforced masks is heartbreaking for my children
and for me to see them suffer in this way. Children are not at a risk of serious complications of
this virus per the cdc statistics. Please let parents continue to choose what’s best for their
children’s health. The overreaching of government in the name of medical safety is an
infringement on children’s rights. Please don’t let fear and paranoia dictate the climate of our
children’s educational environment. I’m begging you on behalf of my children who will
desperately miss learning in a school setting if they are forced to breathe their own breath.

8/16/2021 11:50 AM
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I am writing to express my vehement disagreement with any forthcoming recommendations for
school mask mandates or vaccine mandates for any children or youth under age 18. I
understand that Tri-County Health has received approximately 700 letters asking for you to
recommend masks be worn by children in schools. I also understand that only around 7% of
these came from Douglas County Residents. I must be blunt. I am sorry that those 700 people
are so afraid of COVID-19 that they want to subject children to the multitudinous adverse
affects of mask-wearing on their psyches, socialization, language skills, and, yes, their
HEALTH! I must be blunt: those 700 people are only afraid because of the abject failure of the
public health, medical, and pharmaceutical sectors/industries to do the following: A) tell the
truth about COVID risk to children; B) tell the truth about the inefficacy of masks to combat an
airborne virus; C) tell the truth about the fact that the mRNA vaccines are only about 40%
effective as of the latest information in preventing human-to-human transmission. If you, as a
public health agency, do not already know that masks do NOT prevent the spread of the
airborne COVID-19 virus, and that children are at virtually NO statistically significant risk of
death from this disease; and if you do not know that children DO NOT transmit this disease to
grownups in any significant way...well, then I will not be able to convince you. The studies and
data on these three points are all out there. If you do not know these things to be factually
true, then, candidly, I don’t know what you are doing in Tri-County Health, but it is not science.
Because of the above well-established scientific facts, you cannot correct for the fears of the
700 people who wrote you by pretending to resolve their fear with a totem that is not based in
fact. This will not fix the problem, and you will be continuing to promulgate fear in a neverending cycle. The virus will continue in all its thousands of sub variants, and the people who
falsely believe masking children will correct it will continue to demand that totem. It will never
end. There is no natural stopping point, because the masking cannot fix the problem. In
addition, I submit to you the following, equally important considerations: We did not directly
elect your Board members. You are appointed. You are bureaucrats. You are not duly-elected
legislators or county commissioners. The emergency phase of the pandemic is OVER. There
are viable prophylactic and therapeutic treatments for this disease. There are vaccines (with
arguable efficacy and safety—but so-called vaccines, nonetheless). You do NOT have any
constitutional authority to say what items of clothing people put on their children, nor what
experimental gene therapy injections they put in their own bodies or those of their children. You
are NOT in charge. We are taking back our God-given and Constitutionally-delineated rights.
Period. Because you have differing viewpoints coming from the public in different counties,
whatever recommendations you make must allow for county-by-county, or school district-byschool district opt-outs. The County Commissioners and School Boards are the directlyelected officials who report to us. Therefore we have easy recourse if we are not happy with
their decisions. You may make recommendations, as the “science” folks; but you are not the
public policy officials whom we elect. The citizenry retains the authority to refuse to comply
with your so-called orders. If you choose to mandate masks for children in schools in our
county, fully expect to see significant noncompliance and protests. The medical tyranny of
2020-2021 ends here, today, in Douglas County, Colorado. Thank you.
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743 Have you reviewed this
study? I don’t agree with kids wearing masks when this virus is not deadly in children. The
CDC website states there has been 292 deaths for kids ages 5-18 since the start of the
pandemic. Do you care for this data and study? Show us the data you are referring to, show us
the numbers. Everyone gets tested for COVID-19 when admitted to the hospital. Show us how
children are getting harm? Bullying because some of them are mask wearing, that’s on the
parents, their prerogative. We will pull our kids out of school if you mandate mask wearing.
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Mask wearing should continue to be optional with the parents making the choice not the
county.
80

PLEASE do not leave this decision up to the school board. We desperately need your
leadership in making masks in schools mandatory. Without the decision coming from TCH the
Charter schools have the option to opt out. Our school has made it clear they won't require
masks unless mandated by TCH. Please do not leave the charter kids out of your safety
protocols. We all want the kids to stay in school SAFELY. PLEASE do the right thing and
mandate masks until the younger kids have the choice to be vaccinated. Thank you.
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As my child is in 4th grade this year, and only 9 yrs old, thus not eligible for the vaccine- I am
shocked to see that the district/school/classrooms are not mandating masks for all personnel
AND students in ADDITION to SOCIAL DISTANCING. My child's' classroom desks are
grouped into sections of 5 desks/section for a class of over 23 students- without separation,
without barriers, and without masks. This is shocking to me- particularly with the Delta Variant
of Covid 19. We know SO much more than we did in March 2020, and yet- this class roomand many like it within the same school- look nearly identical as they did back in March 2020.
What is the school board going to do to keep our children safe? I have done everything that I
can do as a parent (in the healthcare field, mind you) to keep my child safe, my husband is in
the Military and he/his unit has gone to great lengths to keep their personnel safe- and yet the
school/class/district is appearing so extremely careless. What happened to setting the
standard?? I'm counting on you DCSD to require masks for EVERYONE, students includedand to go further- we need to spread these kids out and have some distance. The American
Academy of Ped has recommended 3ft distance between students w/masking as adequate.
Please, I implore you, please. Universal Masking! In addition to social distancing/and or also
consider cohort classrooms.
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It makes an incredible amount of sense to make mask wearing in schools mandatory. This
Delta variant has proven to be more contagious, especially to the younger ones. Plus getting
kids back to in-class learning has also proven to be greatly needed!
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I understand that vaccination rates in Douglas County are better than many parts of the
country. With the delta and potentially new variants of the virus, it seems that public health
officials across the country are becoming increasingly pessimistic about outcomes without
vaccinations for children under 12 and widespread adoption of vaccines across all ages. Our
family felt this need for vaccines was so important the we supported our daughter's decision to
participate in the Pfizer vaccine trials. I want my child to be in school, but without masking it
seems likely that there will be unnecessary risks and increased opportunity for widespread
infections that will disrupt that possibility. We should be proactive in protecting our ability to
have in-person school this year. Masks allow us to do that for the time being.
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84

Healthcare professionals undergo specific training for proper use of masks, children do not and
cannot adhere to the protocols put forth in this type of training. The cloth masks that most
people use have not been proven to have any appreciable impact on the spread of COVID 19.
Children have been statistically shown, with the absence of pre-existing risk factors, to have
very mild symptoms when exposed to COVID-19 if they present any symptoms at all and
schools have not been proven to be a significant vector of transmission.
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85

I believe that it is very important that the DCSD follow the recommendations of the CDC and
American Academy of Pediatrics and require universal masking in schools, especially in
elementary schools where most students are not currently eligible to receive a vaccination to
help protect them against the Covid-19 virus. I believe this is especially important because
there is overcrowding in some schools. My child attends Prairie Crossing Elementary, a K-6th
school with an enrollment of over 700 students. His class meets in a mobile that contains 25
students. In such a small classroom, distancing isn't possible. The students' desks are in
rows, touching one another. There is very little space for much else in the small mobile
classroom. In light of the scientific data available, I believe that masking while inside would
help to keep our children and communities safer. I think it is also very important to distance
children while they eat lunch to further protect them. I think requiring masks until children of all
ages have had an opportunity to receive a vaccination, would be the wise, prudent and
compassionate decision to make. Thank you.
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If teachers and students are vaccinated, it should be their choice if they want to wear a mask
or not.
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If teachers and students are vaccinated they should not have to wear masks unless they want
to.

8/16/2021 11:47 AM
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Leave mask wearing to personal choice. Young kids need to see non verbal facial
communication in learning environments.

8/16/2021 11:46 AM

89

I support whatever will keep my kids in-person, in their school buildings, with their classroom
teachers. My husband and I were vaccinated as soon as the vaccine was available to us and
we will vaccinate our three children (ages 9, 7 and 5) as soon as the vaccine is available to
them. Until that time, we feel a mask mandate is probably necessary. My daughter is hard of
hearing so masking really complicates her access to education, particularly in these early
elementary years when she’s learning to read. She needs to be able to read lips to hear
effectively and masking makes things hard for her. The idea of making learning more difficult
for my daughter breaks my heart. But, I’d rather have her in school with a mask and limited
hearing than at home without a mask. I’d rather have her in school with a mask and limited
hearing than in a hospital with Covid. My family is tired of masks but we will continue to be
resilient, follow mandates and do our part until vaccines are available to all.
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Please respect the health of our children. They are unable to be vaccinated if they’re age 11
and under, and we count on you to look out for them. Last year’s masks and distancing saved
lives. Don’t give up on what is proven to work!

8/16/2021 11:45 AM

91

I am against our young children being required to cover their faces. I understand there are
some benefits to masking (droplet transmission), however, requiring even the healthy to wear
masks is unconstitutional. In the elementary age group I also believe masks will can be
vectors for transmission. Touching the outside and constantly taking on and off, putting on
backwards, etc. masks are meant to be one time use. Once removed should be discarded for
transmission reasons. Children learn through social interaction including facial expressions.
Masking makes interactions less personal and I believe affect them psychosocially rest of
their lives. Thank you for allowing the public to comment on this important topic!
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I feel strongly that people have the right to choose to wear masks if they want to or not. We
shouldn’t be forced to have our kids wear masks
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It is or choice. We have a choice to get the vaccine so we should have a choice to wear
masks. If you take away our right to choose then what does that say. Did people fight for this
country so we have the right to chose for ourselves?

8/16/2021 11:44 AM
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Masking has no health benefits, especially for elementary aged children. In fact it hinders
learning, growth and development. Masks do not work in protecting transmission of viral
particles. Masks should be optional.
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Masking in school is a bad idea for a multitude of reasons. One, they don’t work according to
any of the proper studies done with random controls. Two; the serious impact it has on learning
development, especially in younger children. Three; The surgeon general and the CDC have
both said masking doesn’t work on multiple occasions. The best thing you can do to prevent
getting Corona is to wash your hands. Finally, the fact that my child got two colds last year
while masking is enough anecdotal evidence to tell me that masking doesn’t work.
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Absolutely not.
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97

This is not a one size fits all. This should be up to each schools discretion and number of
cases. Also younger kids 5-10 year olds are rarely getting sick.
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The science is clear, masks protect our children.

8/16/2021 11:43 AM
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As a teacher, it is extremely difficult to teach effectively while wearing a mask. It hinders
students from reading my lips for modeling correct sounds in teaching language, from hearing
and distinguishing content and from learning facial expressions. I am a healthy individual who
has been vaccinated and keeps my distance from my students when needed. It should up to
my discretion when to wear a mask and when not to instead of it being mandated.

8/16/2021 11:42 AM
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I believe masks do more harm than good. It’s not ok to ignore all the harmful impacts just
because they give people a false sense of security, especially when it comes to kids. There
should not be mandates, but people should be able to choose what is best for their family.
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.wsj.com/amp/articles/masks-children-parenting-schoolsmandates-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716 None of the
below choices are correct as I support each family’s right to choose masking or no masking as
they feel best. I do not support mask mandates in communities under any circumstances as
they have never shown any benefit whatsoever and scientific studies have even shown
increased spreading of flu.
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The masking of children needs to stop. Statistical data proves conclusively that COVID-19
poses an absolute insignificant threat to children. In contrast, wearing a mask all day has
conclusively shown to have detrimental effects on CO2 levels in the body (especially in young
children). Not to mention the psychological effects of mask wearing. Kids need to see faces,
expressions, smiles, etc.. for proper learning and development. Leave the choice of wearing a
mask up to the children and their parents. If certain parents want to continue shoving fear
down their kids throats, so be it. But don't force it upon everyone.

8/16/2021 11:42 AM

102

Please do not commit our children to mandatory masking. Please review true statistics and not
those from the mainstream media.

8/16/2021 11:41 AM
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I wholeheartedly support universal masking and required vaccinations of staff and students to
keep our children (and staff) projected as much as possible from COVID. Latinos have been
disproportionately impacted by COVID and so these common sense protections make sense.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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Many elementary aged children are not eligible for the vaccine. Mandatory masking will help
protect our vulnerable children.

8/16/2021 11:40 AM
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Cloth masks and surgical mask were proven long ago (pre-Covid) to not filter a virus. This is a
facade and the potential damage to our children and community must come first. Stop pushing
ineffective measures for o make people feel like they are doing something. We need to follow
real science and not emotion. Viruses are not filtered by these, and you know it. If you don’t
you need to go back to microbiology and relearn the basics. Stop pushing for a vaccine that is
NOT FDA Approved. Stop saying it has been tested the same as previous vaccines. These
are out right lies and you should be ashamed for putting forth I formation that is not true
because of political pressure. Put forth real science based on fact, and stop trying to put
ineffective unhealthily coverings over our faces that are infested with contaminated because
they are not appropriately used or understood.
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You’ll probably hear a lot of public feedback about personal choice when it comes to vaccines
and public health measures like masking. You may also hear feedback about how bad it is for
kids to wear masks or that they can’t wear them all day as if they didn’t during the previous
school year. But parents of children under 12 don’t have the choice of whether to vaccinate
their kids the way parents of older kids do. Even minors who want the vaccine can’t get it
without parental permission. I want to protect my kids and the community, and a large vocal
minority is willing for their personal choice to be sending my kids, our kids, into an
unvaccinated, crowded Petri dish at risk for a disease that has infected and killed so many.
And that leaves my personal choice to choose between higher risk of infection and death but
the recommended in person education, or a better chance of staying healthy but an inferior
education. It’s shameful to make parents make this choice when the state, tri-county health,
and the school board could choose to help children and their families. Do the right thing and
mandate masks in schools so those who make unsafe personal choices don’t adversely
impact those that do.
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Please DO NOT require masks in school. It is an unnecessary distraction, and not conducive
to an ideal learning environment. From pictures in last year's yearbook when masks were
'required' could see many students that were not wearing them regularly/properly and there was
no sizable/detrimental outbreaks.
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In-person learning is a huge priority, but in order to safely facilitate that, universal masking in
necessary. A lack of masking will lead to avoidable shutdowns and quarantines, not to mention
putting all of our children and at-risk community members at even greater risk. The Delta
variant is proving to be a game-changer, and even vaccinated individuals are not safe from
infection or the ability to transmit covid to at-risk people and unvaccinated children. Please
mandate this most basic, highly effective precaution to protect our kids and their continued inperson learning.

8/16/2021 11:39 AM
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As the sister of an infectious disease doctor, I believe all unvaccinated students and teachers
should be masked indoors and required to quarantine if exposed. Those who are vaccinated
allowed to go maskless unless by choice or until the numbers rise to show that vaccinated
individuals are being hospitalized in high than normal amounts.

8/16/2021 11:38 AM

110

Please do not kill our kids like they are doing in the south>

8/16/2021 11:38 AM
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As a doctor, the science does not support the masking of anyone. However, to our children it
has led to an epidemic of mental health and social issues. Our children do not need masks but
those who want to wear them, can. Mandates are not warranted.
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Do not mask students. All data shows that they are not susceptible to spreading the virus now
being seriously effected by it. Children need to see faces in order to learn social skills.

8/16/2021 11:38 AM
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I support personal family choice, those that want to mask should be able to do so and those
that don’t want to mask should not have too. Everyone has there own reasoning and that
needs to be respected

8/16/2021 11:38 AM

114

I want my kids to stay in school and for schools to remain open. When young kids can’t get
vaccinated and the transmission rates so high with the delta variant among younger kids it’s
worrisome that it could shut schools down again. If masks are in place that occurrence should
be limited.

8/16/2021 11:37 AM
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" An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure." That is an old adage that has survived the
test of time because it has so much truth to it. I am writing to request you implement a
universal mask requirement in all the preK-12 schools within your jurisdiction. The science is
clear that a layered approach is what is needed to stop the spread of COVID-19. With the more
contagious Delta variant spreading through our communities, it is more imperative now that we
rely on the science and proven methods that have worked. The CDC, national AAP and now
the Colorado chapter of the AAP are recommending universal masking inK-12 school settings.
Currently, in our schools in Douglas County School District, we have limited implementation of
mitigation measures. Low rates of mask wearing, no social distancing and ill-advised indoor
assemblies and full school gatherings. Last week alone, DCSD had over 40 positive student
cases, almost evenly split between elementary and secondary schools. Without strong
mitigation measures in place, I am worried that we will see it spread even more, especially
among our unvaccinated elementary aged children. This has, sadly, become a controversial
topic. There is a group of parents who we know will be angry about a mask requirement. These
are the same parents who will be upset if the spread of cases causes outbreaks and sends
schools to remote learning. There is no reason to make a choice that goes against science
and the expert medical guidance to appease the crowds. Please stand firm in the scientific
knowledge and make the hard, but necessary, decision to protect our children and give our
schools a chance. We share common goals - to keep our children healthy and the opportunity
to participate in in-person learning as much as possible. The science is clear that masks are
an effective tool to help slow the spread of COVID-19. We have a chance, still, to be proactive
and prevent further illness and disruptions to learning. For our elementary aged children,
masks are also the best layer of protection we can offer them at school until they are eligible
to be vaccinated. To achieve our goals and provide our children with consistent access to
learning, please require masks. Currently, in our schools, onl
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I have a 9 year old son entering the 4th grade, and a 12 year old daughter entering 7th grade. I
was hoping/anticipating that vaccines would be available to my son's age group by the time
school started. I am extremely concerned by recent data regarding the Delta variant, it's high
tranmisabilty, and many "breakthrough" cases of vaccinated individuals. I am also concerned
at the levels in which children are being sickened, sometimes severely by this variant. It is my
strong opinion that if this is truly a public health issue the need for masks should not be open
to public opinion and politicized. The fact that the non- expert, non- scientific community can
lay any bearing to the decision of the health and safety of my child in school while somehow
linking the wearing of a mask for the safety of themselves and others to the plight of civil
liberties is unbelievable. Decisions should be made based on science, recent data coming
from other states and countries, not from the misinformed, delusional, uneducated, conspiracy
driven public.
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I feel masks offer a level of certainty that unvaccinated children can’t provide.

8/16/2021 11:37 AM
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The mental health of the students needs to be put first. The masks really impaired that last
year and I do not want to see that again.

8/16/2021 11:36 AM

119

All indoor school settings, daycares, including dance schools, gymnasiums where children and
adults are present in close environments should be masked up per all health professional
recommendations. One of our children's schools stated they are back to PRE-COVID
protocols, no quarantine protocols in place, no mandatory testing, or general health safety
processes in place. We have children in activities and global announcements went out where
the predominant attendees are under 12 and up to 18, masks are not required. This pandemic
is not over, and cases with the new variant are increasing daily. Why is there even a question
on masking or a public forum for that matter? Everyone must be masked indoors to make a
difference and mitigate the spread. We consider this a courtesy and a public health necessity
versus some personal affront to our rights. And school "definition" should be expanded to
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include any and all activities that involve children in an indoor teaching environment from
scholastics to extra-curricular activities. I'll add that our children, who are eligible, are
vaccinated but vaccinations are proving to have less efficacy against Delta and we fully
support masking for the greater good. There are unknown and potentially long-lasting side
effects to COVID that are not yet fully understood. Better to protect ourselves and others than
stage a protest. Health precautions should be a global endeavor versus a politicized war on
perceived personal freedoms. In the end you can't please everyone, but we should most
definitely do what's right in the fight against COVID.
120

Please implement mask mandate. Children do not have the option to be vaccinated and
without masks it’s only a matter of time before they get the virus in school. The most
important part of our society is our children and we must protect them. Our 4-year old wears
her mask everywhere and has no problem doing so. Without a mandate she’ll be one of the
only ones in her class with a mask and will be subject to getting made fun of.

8/16/2021 11:36 AM
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How are these are only choices? “Universal” or “never under any circumstances”?? This is why
we are so divided as a nation. Where are the educated mid ground options?

8/16/2021 11:36 AM
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UNIVERSAL MANDATE Masks for All Students/Teachers regardless of Vaccination Status
*or* MANDATE MASKS for All Students/Teachers regardless of Vaccination Status for
Elementary Schools.

8/16/2021 11:35 AM

123

This season of COVID has certainly been a challenge over the course of the last year in a half
in ways that none of us could have predicted or expected... For me it has been even more
extreme. I am the school nurse for our DCSD charter school. Additionally, I am the parent of
four school aged children attending in elementary and middle school. Last year, I managed the
entirety of North Star's COVID mitigation and monitoring and will continue to do so this year.
Fortunately, during the 20-21 school year, our school was able to operate in person the entire
year, and our students in Pre-K thru 4th grade were not required to wear masks in the
classroom at any point. We closely monitored exposure to the virus and were diligent about
having ill students stay home. We did not have a single outbreak or a single instance of in
school transmission over the course of the full school year. Currently, our community's
hospitals are not overrun (or close to capacity), our community vaccination rate is over 70%,
and we have a plan in place to mitigate risk should any of those factors change. Before we
make assumptions about the spread of COVID within this population, please consider waiting
until the need for masks is truly indicated. Our school has proven that a safe environment can
be obtained without universal masking in this population. While we did not have an outbreak of
COVID, we did see an exponential rise in depression, anxiety, and mental health needs in our
population of middle and elementary school students. Per the linked CNN article referencing
the JAMA Pediatrics study of 80,000 4-17 year olds, 1 in 4 youth globally are experiencing
clinically elevated depression symptoms, while 1 in 5 youth are experiencing clinically elevated
anxiety symptoms. This increase in depression and anxiety is as much as 50%. Additionally,
Colorado as a whole was already in the midst of a mental health crisis prior to COVID as
indicated by our teen suicide rates which are double US rates. Our school is fortunate in that
we were educating in person last year, we have an involved parent population, and we did not
require some of the more stringent restrictive measures implemented by other schools. Yet, we
still had to hire additional mental health staff this past year to meet the needs of our struggling
students. I have personally seen the detrimental mental health effects with my own children.
My 12 year old son was one of those students who required counseling throughout the year
related to masking and other COVID restrictions. The current proposal is for "a mask mandate
for everyone in an indoor school setting where individuals 11 and younger are present or
universal masking indoors at schools". Why are we requiring universal masking for our 11 and
under population only at school and not at the grocery store, restaurants, sporting events,
church, etc.? Are we trying to send the message that school isn't safe? That danger is lurking
around every corner? At the very least let's get our messaging straight... I personally believe
that masking children greatly hinders their social, emotional, AND academic development.
Children need to see peoples faces to learn how to develop relationships, interpret nuance and
sarcasm, and even to learn to read or speak a foreign language. I want my children to be able
to interact freely with their peers, teachers, and school leaders. Furthermore, as an educated
adult, registered nurse, US citizen, and parent, I feel that I should be able to determine how to
best protect myself and my own children. My 7 year old has asked me weekly (if not daily)
since school adjourned in May if he would be required to wear a mask this 21-22 academic
year. He looks to me to determine what is best for him, and I believe I have that right.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/10/health/covid-child-teen-depression-anxietywellness/index.html https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2782796
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I appreciate your willingness to host an open forum on this matter. Regarding a universal mask
mandate, I must state my opposition for school age children. There are several studies that
have disproven the effective of masks that have demonstrated 99% of vapor droplets pass
through them, but the moisture and contamination are harmful for kids. In addition in a study
completed in Britain, with a sample size of +50,000 elementary school aged children, 4 out of
5 have developed health and language deficiencies directly correlated to masks. COVID is
serious, yet it is a flu based illness. The many precautions I have seen already in the school
this year focusing on hand washing and healthy life style is absolutely the right route to protect
our children. In addition, in these formative years, the children rely heavily on facial
expressions as they develop social and language skills and universal mask mandates would
stifle the children's development. I believe there must be a choice provided to kids and parents
around wearing masks. It is our responsibility as adults, educators, and parents to ensure our
kids are set up for success beyond this COVID environment. It is also our responsibility as
parents to ensure we are raising good citizens that are respectful of different points of view or
lifestyles, including mask wearing. With a national COVID infection rate of .01% and
vaccinated persons increased susceptibility to the Delta variant, not to mention infection rate
numbers of children being misrepresented by the AAP (which didn't account for preexisting
conditions increasing susceptibility), universally mandating masks for all children does not
shape a quality future for our children.
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Masks have proven more harm to children than not. We should be given the option to mask or
not, nothing should be forced.

8/16/2021 11:35 AM
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Good Morning. I have two children that attend elementary school in the Douglas County School
District. I strongly desire for their school to be a safe environment. In my view, not requiring
masks will make my children's school an unsafe environment. Elementary school children are
unable to get their COVID vaccinations yet and consequently represent a population that is a
highly vulnerable to COVID infection - especially now with the more aggressive COVID
variants. Masks do work and can help mitigate COVID outbreaks while we are waiting for the
availability of COVID vaccinations for elementary school children. Not requiring masks for a
large co-located unvaccinated population would be irresponsible and even disastrous at many
levels from a public health perspective. Schools may have to close more frequently and face
more disruptions, the social costs would be more severe, and there will be children who will die
specifically because of the lack of a mask mandate. The arguments against a mask mandate
in schools aren't rational, ethical, or moral. Masks do work - they are safe and effective and
there's plenty of good science to support this. Rhetoric to the contrary is incorrect and without
substance. Arguments that rest on personal freedom fail to take into account the public health
impact - personal freedom is not an excuse to force my children to go to school in an unsafe
environment and to be unnecessarily exposed to infection. Personal freedom does not give
people the right to cause harm to others. To those who argue that their anti-mask position is
about personal freedoms, I would ask how they feel about traffic lights, laws against nudity in
public, and generally about the many local, State, and Federal laws that restrict a person's
personal freedoms in order to prevent harm to others. The public health case for a mask
mandate is clear - schools must be a safe environment. Moreover, school attendance is
compulsory by law. Requiring my children to attend school by law and then failing to provide a
safe environment at school in my view would be both irresponsible and immoral. -Tim

8/16/2021 11:35 AM

127

Please follow the science on the mask mandates. Masks do not make a difference. They only
provide a false sense of security, and against what? A virus similar to the flu? The benefits
that come from wearing masks are disproportionately insignificant when compared to the
drawbacks, especially on our children who are almost completely unaffected by covid-19
infection. Please consider the long term effects that are difficult to measure: social
development, mental health, confidence, trust in peers and supervisors, physical interaction...
these nuances are critical for a healthy and enjoyable life as human beings, as a society. Our
kids need to see smiles. They need to find the confidence to show their own face. They need
to live like humans.
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Please Consider a mask mandate for all kids who are in school.

8/16/2021 11:34 AM
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As a teacher, I support freedom of choice for mask wearing. Teaching is already so
challenging, and trying to enforce mask wearing makes it even more difficult. The science
shows that schools are not a hotspot for COVID infection. Mask wearing greatly effects some
students' social skills and is also a distraction from learning. Even in upper grade levels,
students non stop touch their faces, lick their masks to the point where they are soaking wet,
and play with them. Please allow for freedom of choice for mask wearing.
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I do not want mask in schools, my kid needs to see faces to learn and grow

8/16/2021 11:33 AM
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We were promised that vaccinated people would not have to wear masks. That’s why my
senior got vaccinated. We’ve had this for over a year now. Let people make up their own
minds. Mandates are ridiculous in a supposedly free society.

8/16/2021 11:32 AM
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I live in Douglas County and am a Pediatric ICU Nurse in Denver. I see COVID and know that
it is very limited in the pediatric population. And now there is a vaccine for those that want
more protection and those that we are worried about kids spreading it to at home. Masks are
not healthy for children and are not proven effective. Not to mention the bacteria, saliva and
things on them on a day at school. And I do believe kids can not learn the best with a mask
on. Please do not mandate masks for our children!
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Covid Mortality rate for ages 2-18 is lower than the seasonal flu. During human interaction,
facial communication is an essential component. Certainly for all people, and even more so for
children, especially in the teaching environment. Psychological simulation studies have been
conducted in clinical settings in which facial communication was intentionally absent or
blocked. The impact on young children was devastating and caused severe emotional distress.
Children also need to view the face for facial cues as well as tooth, tongue, and lip placement
as these cues are required for linguistic and social onset and development in young children.
Children are therefore being denied access to critical building blocks of appropriate language
and interpersonal skill development. Given the low mortality for COVID for children, no
justification exists to submit children to the depersonalizing and harmful developmental effects
of wearing masks. Masks also come with grave microbial inhalation issues (as most
individuals are wearing them in non-sterile public restrooms, dropping them, putting them on
tables, back on their faces, sneeze in them, and breathe this for 8-12 hours per day hours).
Medical consent also belongs in all conversations involving non-standard public integration
requirements. Many people have been compliant with these masking orders and it put the lives
of our truly vulnerable in undue risk when there are far better options for tiered integration of
special populations within our schools and public sector. In addition, mask restrictions violate
IDEA 300.114-300.120 for school systems and ADA 36.105, wherein the mere presence does
not constitute direct threat, even if contagious with transmissible illnesses, wherein those with
a vast multitude of coverages have right to reasonable accommodation, without threat or
coercion, to engage in the workplace and public sector. Instead, we have had a heightened
discriminatory public atmosphere and failure to provide least restrictive educational
environment access within our districts. Lastly, isolating and masking children degrades their
immune systems over time and makes them more susceptible to more harmful pathogens
such as RSV
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In response to the suggestion that the board issue a mask mandate for schools in the tricounty area, I disagree with the idea of a mandate. I am puzzled as to the board’s decision to
offer only three options for the closed-ended question about masking in schools. This is a
shockingly poorly-written question, with responses restricted to only mandates or opposition to
all masking under any circumstances. The data you gather are only as good as the question
you ask, and this question would make your data worthless in any environment that demands
credible research. The current situation, in which the district, the school, or the parents can
make decisions about masking specific to their community is not even an option in this list,
and instead, respondents are given a forced choice between extreme views. Mask mandates
are of questionable effectiveness with children, whose compliance with proper mask-wearing
(i.e., with a clean, dry mask covering their nose and mouth, not touching or adjusting the mask
once it is on) all day in schools is poor. In addition, children are at very low risk (lower than a
vaccinated 30-year-old) of experiencing serious effects of COVID-19. Adults and children over
12 in our state have been able to access the COVID-19 vaccine for months now, so any
person 12 and over who wants a vaccine has had the opportunity to get one. Transmission of
COVID in school was low even before vaccines were available; an Australian study cited by
the CDC (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/sciencebriefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html) followed close contacts exposed to COVID-19 in
school prior to vaccine availability and found that only 1.3% of exposed staff and less than 1%
of exposed students contracted COVID-19. In regard to the youngest children in particular, the
World Health Organization recommends that children 5 years old and younger generally not be
required to wear masks (who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-children-and-masks-related-to-covid19). Children in this age group need to see the faces of their classmates and teachers to
support their socio-emotional and language development. The WHO further recommends that,
if small children need to wear masks (the only example given is in the case of being physically
close to an ill person), “a parent or other guardian should be within direct line of sight to
supervise the safe use of the mask.” As this recommendation indicates, there are safety risks
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involved in wearing masks, especially for young children. I am concerned for my children, who
attend school in your area, and especially for my preschooler. Please leave masking choices
up to the local school authorities who know their school communities best.
135

I am in support of families being able to make the choice for what’s best for their own family
when it comes to masks and testing. Masks have not been proven to reduce the spread of
covid as it relates to our young children and so more harm to our children than anything as it
relates to being able to learn, speak, read facial expressions, socialize, etc. The mental health
of our children is crucial at this point and should be taken into consideration.

8/16/2021 11:32 AM

136

I write to strongly urge the Board of Health to mandate masks for the Tri-County area for all
students and teachers, regardless of vaccination status, and particularly for students who are
too young to be vaccinated. The CDC recommends that students and teachers in K-12
settings should wear masks regardless of vaccination status. The Tri-County Board of Health
mandating masks in schools will help to keep teachers, students, and families safe; it will also
help stop the spread of the highly contagious delta variant and decrease interruptions in inperson learning. Most other school districts in the Denver metro area are mandating masks for
all these reasons, and the Tri-County Board of Health should do the same. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:30 AM

137

our children do NOT need to be masked

8/16/2021 11:30 AM

138

I really have a hard time understanding the ignorance of this pandemic in Douglas County. I
have a 1st grade grandchild and 2 year old who I have to help take care of so parents can
work. I and my husband are vaccinated but he is not well and with this new delta variant and
probably more to follow (because people won’t vaccinate which also puts strain on healthcare
and remember our tax dollars pay for all the coronavirus healthcare, testing, etc) I strongly
want to see mandatory masking til more get vaccinated. Get educated in this please. Stop
being selfish and care about others!

8/16/2021 11:30 AM

139

Masks should not be forced or required by children under 12. These kids are not spreading
covid. Please consider the parents rights to make medical choices fir their children.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

140

Everyone should be free to decide for themselves on masking up or not. Do not make it
Mandatory. Parents are the guardians of their children and should be free to choose what is
right for their child.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

141

When you make your decision, please consider this MIT article on breakthrough infections,
published August 5, 2021. It is a fallacy to think that vaccinated individuals cannot infect
anyone. Granted, the chances are lower, but we are talking crowded classrooms and labs, and
even more crowded hallways. Masks are imperative for everyone, unvaccinated, naturally
immune, and vaccinated, especially for the cold season. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

142

I find the idea of a mask mandate in schools nonsensical at this point in the pandemic. I am
fully in support of families making the best decision for their kids, based on their own unique
situations. I support any family that opts to have their children wear a mask. However, this is
an illness that has a lower death rate for children than the seasonal flu (or suicide for that
matter). Families that have concerns for their kids or others in their household or immediate
circle can and should do what makes them most comfortable and gives them the protection
they desire, without requiring others to live in a manner that does not align with their personal
circumstances or risk. We have never considered asking all children to wear a mask to prevent
spread of the seasonal flu, so the numbers do not support a decision to require all children to
wear a mask to prevent the spread of a less-risky illness than the flu or pneumonia.

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

143

PLEASE ignore the rabble rousers who apparently don’t care about the safety of our kids—or
anyone else for that matter! Stay the course, as you have been doing, and follow the science.
And THANK YOU for working so hard to keep us safe!

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

144

Thank you for taking input. I strongly urge you to mandate masks since our school leaders are
too weak to make that call. I am immunocompromised and getting covid could mean death. I
expect my community to understand it is their duty to their neighbors to minimize risks and
care for others. This is not political and I can’t believe some think their choice/rights supersede
my right to live! Knowingly exposing someone to this is equivalent to manslaughter. A small
ask may save a life! It is THE RIGHT THING TO DO to protect others!

8/16/2021 11:29 AM

145

I am a Registered Nurse in the Emergency Department and I know the virus spreads even
without symptoms. To keep everyone protected, vaccinated or not, wearing masks will help
prevent the spread of this virus. I also do not want a covid cluster in the schools that will send
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people home to isolate and eventually go back to online learning. This can be prevented if a
mask mandate is in place. The CDC recommends masks for everyone indoors.
146

Follow the science, not politics. Tired of personal opinions of how the medical field is in the
wrong.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

147

Please don’t let Douglas county opt out of this mask mandate. All other schools are
implementing it. Please keep our kids safe.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

148

We are concerned with Delta variant spread among kids and agree with mask mandate to help
kids continue in person education.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

149

Please make masks a mandate in schools.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

150

Since covid is spreading country wide in little kids so being a 2nd grader’s parent it makes me
so nervous, please kids are not vaccinated and they need protection from the virus

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

151

I am against a mask mandate. While I support mask wearing for families that need to do so,
the choice needs to remain with families. The effects of the pandemic differ from one child to
another. My child developed anxiety last year and it has been a long process to finally have
her looking forward to going back to school this year. I have seen a notable difference in her
well-being and her interactions with others since mask mandates have dropped. I am
vaccinated, and I strongly support encouraging others to do, continuing to disinfect classrooms
regularly, and encouraging hygiene without pushing it to the point where it creates fear. Please
consider the struggle that my child has went through in fearing going to school and feeling
anxious in an environment in which everyone is wearing a mask. I am aware of conflicting and
false research when it comes to the pandemic, but my child’s experience is in line with
research that suggests mask wearing decreases well being and development. It is important to
her to be able to see and show facial cues. It is important for her to be comfortable again,
which she does not feel in a mask. These may seem like small things, but they are huge to
my child. We have to move forward with as normal as a school year as possible. Please do
not overlook the mental health effects.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

152

On a societal level, the American Academy of Pediatrics is the most qualified authority for
decisions regarding the public health of children. The AAP strongly recommends masking at
schools to protect the spread of Covid, especially now when young children are unable to be
vaccinated. With a highly contagious illness like this, where society either prevents or spreads
disease through collective action, the individual rights of parents to choose whether their
children should wear a mask must give way to the collective right of all children to remain
healthy. In the same way that we are not free to exhale cigarette smoke within school property,
we should not be free to exhale virus into the air without a mask to lessen its spread. This is
especially important with a disease where so many children are asymptomatic, and can spread
the virus without awareness that they are sick.

8/16/2021 11:28 AM

153

I am a teacher and parent in Douglas County and do believe that our students 11 and younger
need to be masked. I also strongly believe that all staff should be mandated to be vaccinated
by October 1. Staff members that are unvaccinated should have to the masked up at all times
with it being a choice for those of us who have done our part in getting vaccinated. It should
not be required for staff members who have gotten vaccinated. It is time to stop having to pay
the price for people who will not do their part to solve this community problem. Douglas County
teachers should be required to show their vaccination cards and those that are unvaccinated
as I mentioned should be mandated to be vaccinated and 100% required to be masked and all
times until then. At the middle and high school levels I do not believe in universal masking.
Every person in that age group has the opportunity to be vaccinated. Our family is 100%
vaccinated and is tired of paying the price for people who won’t step up and do the right thing.
My daughter is in high school, is 100% vaccinated and deserves to live her life like a normal
high school student. She has given up too much over the past year and a half. Please stop
catering to people who are not doing their part to stopp this virus! Mandate vaccines and
mandate masking for those are not yet vaccinated and for children who yet do not have a
choice.

8/16/2021 11:27 AM

154

I write to strongly urge the Board of Health to mandate masks for the Tri-County area for all
students and teachers, regardless of vaccination status, and particularly for students who are
too young to be vaccinated. The CDC recommends that students and teachers in K-12
settings should wear masks regardless of vaccination status. The Tri-County Board of Health
mandating masks in schools will help to keep teachers, students, and families safe; it will also
help stop the spread of the highly contagious delta variant and decrease interruptions in in-
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person learning. Most other school districts in the Denver metro area are mandating masks for
all these reasons, and the Tri-County Board of Health should do the same. Thank you for
considering my comments.
155

The county is not a decision maker for my child’s life, this is 100% a decision for parents to
make if their kids wear a mask to school. The science needs to be followed, not politics!
Please keep masks a recommendation, NOT a requirement! We don’t know the impact on kids
mental or physical health while wearing masks all day long. It is a parents decision! We have
already discussed alternate options for our children to be educated if masks are a requirement.
It will NOT be in person at a Douglas County school. We refuse to send our children to school
in masks!

8/16/2021 11:27 AM

156

As a healthcare provider and mom, I can tell you masks are useless in kids. They play with
them, or are just irritated by them and mess with them all day, all that does is get germs all
over their hands and then they spread them everywhere! There has to be more educated
people out there besides me to tell you this!

8/16/2021 11:27 AM

157

CDC has confirmed that the COVID 19 virus is spread through aerosols of 5 microns and less.
The mask recommendation is based on the existence of larger droplets. The National
Academy of Sciences Press paper established that most of the COVID-19 particles emitted
from those infected are aerosols, not droplets. Therefore, masks do not work to stop (or slow)
the spread of COVID-19. Better solutions are available as outlined by Dr. Stephen Petty who is
an Industrial Hygienist (expert in the science that studies exposure, PPE and warnings). A
medical doctor treats COVID symptoms, an Industrial Hygienist has studied how COVID
spreads and what engineering controls can be done to limit the spread.

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

158

I'm tired of losing family and friends and I darn sure don't want to lose my grandbabies when
there is a way to help prevent it. I'm vaccinated and still wear a mask inside buildings.

8/16/2021 11:26 AM

159

We do not want our kids in masks!!!

8/16/2021 11:25 AM

160

This should have happened before the start of school. This is the second year we have kept
our child home due to safety concerns with Covid.

8/16/2021 11:25 AM

161

Considering the current situation masks should be mandatory in schools

8/16/2021 11:25 AM

162

No masks mandate, should be parent choice!

8/16/2021 11:24 AM

163

I do not believe that wearing masks on a constant basis inside the classroom is beneficial for
our children. While we may run the risk of them contracting COVID, we are also limiting their
exposure to other viruses that build their immune system. This choice should be parent
chosen, not enforced by an other party.

8/16/2021 11:24 AM

164

With the level of exposure to date and the availability of a vaccine if so chosen, please allow
the kids to attend school mask free and in person. Kids are more likely to continuously adjust
(fiddle with) their mask, trade masks, wear them incorrectly and are least likely to become
seriously ill so why add this additional stress to their lives with a mandate? If they want to
wear them, fine, if not, also fine. The kids have just come through an "unprecedented" level of
stress and strain to their mental and physical health with isolation and falling behind in their
educational development. Please allow them to move past that and have a year to rebound
and thrive.

8/16/2021 11:24 AM

165

I oppose a mandate for masking in schools. We are going through a seasonal uptake, children
are at very low risk of Covid and Douglas County has a very high vaccination rate.

8/16/2021 11:24 AM

166

If masks worked, we'd all be fine. However, it's a farce to believe that masks do anything.
There is no scientific proof that masks prevent the flu or covid. Stop denying people freedom
of choice on their health.

8/16/2021 11:23 AM

167

I am in support of requiring universal masking for places that children 11 and under occupy.
Parents often argue that they know best for their children but in environments where children
are consolidated into small areas and do not have the option to have a vaccine means we
have all lost control of our environment. At this point in time, nobody knows best when it
comes to this virus because it is continuously changing. I feel it is necessary to protect our
community even when it comes with the burden of being uncomfortable as leadership. I too am
a leader in healthcare. I want my children to be in person and I want community businesses to
stay open so my intent is to reduce the spread as much as possible amongst those who have
not been vaccinated.

8/16/2021 11:23 AM
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168

To continue to mandate masks contrary to all RCT data that shows that at best they do
nothing and at worst they make the situation worse is a travesty. To continue doing the same
old things expecting a different result is insane. Masks have not worked, but instead of looking
for new solutions or realizing that we can not control a virus people in power keep doing the
same things in order to be able to say to the people “look we are doing something”. It has to
stop. Parents should be making these decisions for their children not unelected bureaucrats
who use only cases as the sole variable to their decision making. Also, to not include an
option in question 4 saying “I support each family’s right to choose to mask or not” is a clear
attempt to manipulate the results of this survey.

8/16/2021 11:23 AM

169

Leave the decision to families.

8/16/2021 11:23 AM

170

I strongly support universal masking in the elementary schools. The Delta variant has proven
to be dangerous. Our children are too young to get the vaccinated. Most parents do not want to
go back to remote learning. Let's make in-person learning work by having teachers and
students wear masks in all indoor school settings.

8/16/2021 11:22 AM

171

Masks should remain optional and strongly encouraged for unvaccinated kids/teachers but not
mandated.

8/16/2021 11:22 AM

172

Please consider a mask mandate to protect our unvaccinated children at this time. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:22 AM

173

Masking at school should be a PERSONAL choice. We believe that masking children at
school puts their physical and emotional health at risk.

8/16/2021 11:22 AM

174

Children are not better off wearing masks. We have already seen and heard of studies in the
US and other countries of the harmful and emotional side effects done to children. The reports
of kids getting sick k-6 from the delta variant are still very very low. The reports of the small
aerosols going Thru masks is very high they don’t do what we need them to do. Why is it that
scientist and doctors that oppose masks are being silenced? Why is it that more info in the
worlds leading country been published for all to see? This is more than a prob if mask work!
This is a issue on the govt mandating us to do things against our will. There is a report on
cdc’s website by William Lindsley a employee of the cdc that concludes that the large (not
small) aerosol particles are just sent in a diff direction. We all know that there are other risks
that far out weigh COVID. Look up pcr tests in states like NY , FL and TX I find it interesting
that people are not taking a look at all the other dangerous problems masks cause with
breathing their bad air back in and all the emotional issues we will face later on by not allowing
our teachers and students interaction with facial expressions. Many parents will argue but at
the end of the day the state with go where the funding is. This will only leave the option of
parents pulling their children from public schools.

8/16/2021 11:22 AM

175

I support parent choice in whether our kids wear a mask or not. My son got covid at school
last year WHILE WEARING A MASK. And I still support parent choice.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

176

I am in FAVOR of masks on our children this year. Everything coming out states children need
to be in masks for their health and safety. I don’t understand how we can just ignore these
statements.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

177

Please stop doing this! Our children need a normal year. And seriously, are they really that
effective in children, when they are touching everything and then they tough their face or pull
on/up/down their mask? Doesn’t make sense. Enough!

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

178

For the sake of education, please do not enforce a mask mandate. My 3 children find it almost
impossible to be heard, or hear their teacher and actually regressed last year at a different
elementary due to mask wearing. They are also so uncomfortable, that children struggle to pay
attention because of the discomfort the mask causes. My husband, a teacher at a High School
in Douglas County finds it incredibly difficult to teach while wearing a mask and cannot gather
needed physical assessment data from his students because he cannot read their
expressions. Furthermore, a very educated nurse spoke at the Douglas County School Board
meeting last week and cited many accredited studies that actually stated that the Covid virus
was so small, that it can easily pass through masks. She also cited many studies that are
showing incredible damage to the respiratory tract, not from Covid, but as a direct result of
mask wearing. Reasonable people would listen to such data, and the many other studies that
have shown mask wearing to be ineffective and would not force such a mandate, especially at
the expense of the educational gains they are supposed uphold. Reasonable people would say,
if wearing a mask makes you feel safer, then by all means wear a mask. Unreasonable people
say, because I feel safer wearing a mask, everyone should therefore have to wear a mask. I

8/16/2021 11:21 AM
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ask that we act like reasonable people and allow the choice to remain with families and not be
swayed by unreasonable voices. As far as bullying is concerned, why not enforce a no-bullying
protocol? That to me, seems far more reasonable then asking everyone to risk their own
respiratory health to make a few people feel better. In conclusion, if someone is so concerned
about their health that they not only choose to wear a mask, but think that it is within their right
to then make everyone wear a mask (which to reiterate is unreasonable thinking) then they
have a fully online educational option in Douglas County that has been available long before we
went to remote learning in Spring of 2020. Please be reasonable and leave the decision to
parents.
179

Learn from Texas, Florida, why must we make the same mistakes? Why must we risk the
health of our children? Even if one child just one loses his or her life or quality of life, isn’t it
with protecting. We should require masks in schools at least for elementary where no children
are vaccinated. Last year we had very few outbreaks, no children died or ended up in the
hospital but they did wear masks. We want schools open and to do so we should use masks.
Teachers vaccinated or not need to wear masks for the safety of our children.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

180

Masks should be optional not mandatory.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

181

Please mandate masks for all children under age 12 who cannot receive the vaccines.

8/16/2021 11:21 AM

182

Please protect our kids, please enforce masks and protocols to protect our children.

8/16/2021 11:20 AM

183

I don't believe universal masking is appropriate in school settings. I feel it does much more
harm than good. Masks are breeding grounds for microbes and can cause bacteria to get into
the lungs that would not happen without mask use. Also kids are learning to pick up on facial
expressions and their social meaning. When masks are worn facial expressions are not seen
and this inhibits child social development. Children (who are otherwise healthy) have
essentially zero chance of having anything other than mild symptoms from Covid 19 - per CDC
data. Masking should be a decision left up to parents. If masking is required again I will have
no choice but to pull my 7 year old son out of the school district due to the health dangers that
long term and frequent masking can cause.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

184

Masks should remain a personal decision for each family and not mandated. Please support
those who wish to wear them, but also support those who do not, as everyone is trying to do
what they believe is best for their personal situation. The risk of serious illness and death to
children from this virus is all but zero percent, excellent treatment plans have been proven
wonderfully effective if the virus is contracted, and the layered protocols are being followed in
our schools. After personal research, consultation with our pediatrician (who recommended
children NOT wear masks to school), and our personal experiences last school year, we have
determined that the social, psychological, and physical detriment masks caused to children
were far greater than the minimal protection and prevention of the spread of infection (as it
says on the boxes of masks), and therefore masks should not be used. Also, an
asymptomatic person does not prove an imminent threat of illness. We do not endorse any use
of force, pressure, coercion, or fear of reprisal for not doing something we believe is harmful to
our children. While others have drawn the opposite conclusion based on what they know and
believe, we honor the choice to do what they think is best for their family, even if it differs from
ours. We are asking for the same. Our children desperately need to have a normal school year
without the unnecessary stress of forced compliance of masks. Neither of our children have
any desire to wear masks to school. In fact, our teenager broke down and cried and asked us
to look into homeschool options if masks are mandated. She says kids are happier, pay more
attention and participate more in class, and are in a much better social and psychological
health without them. Therefore, we are willing to pull our children from public school if masks
are mandated, thereby removing funding to those schools. Keep masks optional for children in
schools, and honor the medical choices of what parents believe are best for our children.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

185

The AAP recommends universal masking. The debate begins and ends for me there. I believe
in science and trust the guidance of the medical community over any elected official. My son
completed kindergarten through eLearning last year, and I witnessed the emotional toll it took
on him. He is thriving in in-person first grade in a DCSD school but reports only three other
children in his class wear a mask. Every morning, I struggle with dropping him off at a school
that does not prioritize his and his classmates’ health. He required a ventilator at birth, and it’s
not something I ever want to experience again – for him or any child and parent. Clearly, we
cannot trust people to make the right decision unless mandated. He and his 3-year-old brother
wear masks for 10 hours a day with zero complaints. I care about the health of my asthmatic
children as well as the health of ALL children, no matter how misguided or ill-informed their
parents may be. If the DCSD school board and superintendent can’t have a backbone of their
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own, I implore TCHD to change its stance and implement universal masking...for the health of
my children, the well-being of our community, and the sake of kids remaining in school for the
year.
186

Mask should be mandated for K-6

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

187

I strongly support mask mandates for students and teachers. I believe the school system's
number one priority should be the safety of students and the best way to achieve that is to
mandate masks. I feel that in-person learning is vital for the educational and social
development of our children and I think that schools are far more likely to stay open if we
follow the CDC guidelines and protect our students and teachers by requiring masks. In my
experience, children have zero issues wearing masks when they are required. Masks do not
burden our children and they are the best line of defense we currently have. Strongly
encouraging masks results in very few masks being worn and it creates an environment in
which children wearing masks are likely to be teased and bullied. Please do your part to take
care of our children by providing a safer experience at school.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

188

Let the individual school determine best practices for their population of staff and students. We
need to build immunity again and use other safety measures to assure schools are clean. Kids
need to see their teacher's faces and use teachers need to see our kids faces again.

8/16/2021 11:19 AM

189

I do not believe should be mandatory. It should be a choice.

8/16/2021 11:18 AM

190

No masks, they never worked. The science is there.

8/16/2021 11:18 AM

191

With the high transmission rate of the Delta variant, I completely support universal masking,
regardless of vaccination status in all grades. This would likely be the most enforceable option
as tracking of vaccination status would likely be a burden for schools. If not universal, I would
recommend that all participants, regardless of vaccination status, mask in large group
gatherings. The bare minimum should be requiring masks for all that are unvaccinated. This
should include those unable to be vaccinated and those that choose not to (staff and students
12 or older). The unvaccinated are the most likely host to be infected and spread the disease.
Masking is essential to prevent the spread of the disease and would help reduce quarantines
and disruption to in-person learning. In my opinion, it would be irresponsible and reckless to not
require masking. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:18 AM

192

Please mandate masks in indoor school settings! For kids under 12, masking is the only
proven mitigation strategy for indoor spaces with many kids in a classroom.

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

193

I absolutely do not support a mask requirement for my children. My husband is a physician
who does not support this either. Our children are not at risk and it should be a parent’s choice
what they choose for their children. I feel as if you all are caving to the loud minority than
taking into account when going to these schools that so far have not had a mandate and
seeing that most children are unmasked because their parents do not believe in masking kids.
At my childrens school I saw ONE kid with a mask. ONE.

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

194

The delta variant has proven to be more infectious, and is impacting children at a significantly
higher rate than the previous strains. We don’t understand the long term impacts to their health
if they do contract COVID—19, and we are potentially putting their families at risk by taking
risks that could be significantly mitigated through masking. Follow the science, and CDC
recommended guidelines of masking indoors, regardless of vaccination status

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

195

Please do not mask our children. I am a teacher, no one is or will bully those who need to.

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

196

Please provide proof that masks are necessary

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

197

It has been completely mind blowing to me that with child cases on the rise we have decided
to end ALL Covid mitigation procedures. There is zero social distancing in the classroom and
most children are not wearing masks because “recommending masks” does absolutely nothing
to encourage mask wearing. Many parents, who would normally welcome mask enforcement,
have decided to let their kids go maskless because they are the only kids in the class wearing
them and figured there is no point in singling their children out when no one else is wearing
masks. We NEED the board of health to step up and REQUIRE masks in schools until
children can be vaccinated. Clearly the public cannot or will not take responsibility for
themselves and others around them. This is why we have a board! Please save lives by
enforcing a mask mandate! Our lives literally depend on you to do your job!

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

198

I am writing in support of mandated masks in schools. We made the difficult decision to keep
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our kids home and in e-learning (1st and 3rd grades) for the entirety of the last school year. I
have a preexisting condition, and the data was unclear on how Covid-19 would effect children.
We had the privilege of making this choice because I was furloughed from my job at the time
and was receiving unemployment. The choice was easy for their safety, but not without
consequence. We pulled them from their sports programs and I resigned from my position as
president-elect for the PTO. Sacrifices were made to keep everyone safe. The year was a
challenge for us to find our groove, especially for our first grader. Our children missed
socializing with their friends, and they had trouble connecting to the new learning style. The
teachers were great and did their best, given the circumstances. All that said, we would do it
again for their safety and the greater good of the population, if necessary. In December, we lost
a cousin to COVID. Her family was unable to say their goodbyes, her children are still grieving
the loss. When the vaccine became available to the public, my husband and I jumped at the
opportunity. All the while, we’ve been wearing masks as a family, and limiting our social
contact. We even stayed away from grandparents for their safety. Big sacrifices were made to
ensure everyone stayed healthy. When it came time to register for the school year, we were
shocked to learn the deadline was in early May. Still, when we chose to send them back to inperson school at Fox Creek Elementary, we were hopeful that our children would be able to reenter in a safe manner: with COVID protocols still in place at our school. We wrongly assumed
masks would be a minimum requirement. Given how the Delta variant has been affecting the
population and our county, you can imagine the frustration we felt when receiving the
communication from the superintendent. No COVID protocols in place, no masks, no required
quarantine of students who show signs of illness or test positive, no enhanced cleaning
measures, etc. It’s incredibly disappointing and disheartening that as a family, we have done
our part to keep ourselves and the community safe by vaccinating, distancing, and
consistently wearing masks, only to be met with lax protocols to protect our children who are
not able to vaccinate. No support for our children (and many others!) who have sacrificed so
much during this pandemic. There is data that shows the numbers rising within the
unvaccinated population, which includes children. Children’s hospitals are reporting max
capacity due to the variants, there are scientists and doctors talking about how this variant
spreads more easily than the original virus. It’s unconscionable to have schools at full capacity
with zero mask mandates in effect. Our 2nd and 4th grade children are comfortable wearing
their masks at this point and do so when in the building at school. They are equipped with a
bag of clean extras to use when their mask gets damp, they are equipped with sanitizers, and
wipes to use. They are equipped with the knowledge that our population is not yet out of the
woods, and we need to protect each other. They are desperate to get back to a sense of
normalcy and social contact with their friends. They are excited to be in the classroom for
hands-on learning. They are doing their part and so are we. I am asking that you please
support all of our children in their need to reintegrate into a new normal, by mandating masks
inside the school. Science informs us that doing so will significantly reduce the spread of the
virus and its variant. It will allow my children to be in the learning environment that best suits
them. It will allow my children to thrive on a mental, physical, and emotional level. It will allow
me to get back to work for the first time in 17 months. Our family needs this. Our community
needs this. Our population needs this. Sincerely, Simone Johnson
199

No masks until we absolutely need them

8/16/2021 11:17 AM

200

This is tough. My son is six and more a mask all of last year and never complained once
about it. His safety is more important than anything, so I support whatever decisions are
made. If masking means that we don’t have to send the students home for remote learning,
then I am definitely all for it.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

201

I'm interested in keeping children safe from preventable diseases, viruses, and infections.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

202

There I'd no scientific evidence masks prevent covid. Especially where children are concerned.
It is child abuse plane and simple. It is an agregence against the constitutional rights of the
child and parents. The CDC has mislead the public which many credited news agencies have
covered. You are not the law nor do you represent it. Cease and desist now.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

203

The distraction that mask causes is way bigger than the risk.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

204

As kids under 12 not vaccinated, please allow them to wear mask.

8/16/2021 11:16 AM

205

Hello TCHD, as a front-line doctor for the entirety of the pandemic, I strongly SUPPORT
universal masking our local schools to protect our children and our educators during this
pandemic. Our unvaccinated children are at high risk for infection and it is impossible to
maintain social distancing in schools. Please help keep our community safe. Community

8/16/2021 11:15 AM
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infection is rampant -- well over 1,000 new infections daily in Colorado and 100,000 daily in the
US. This is far from over.
206

As a parent of a 7 years old attending Saddle Ranch Elementary, I would be in favor of wearing
masks inside the schools for our students and staff, especially at this current time where the
spreading of COVID-19 is on the rise. This could prevent additional spread and hopefully, help
with a normal return (without mask or distancing) much sooner. This is what some major
companies are doing, what other countries are doing, what Colorado Universities are doing.
The young people are also the ones being affected the most, and seeing a 2 1/2 year old
recovering from COVID and being on a ventilator should not be something parents want to
even think about. I wish you could bring some of those parents who suffer seeing their child in
that situation at some forums or sessions to explain the needs for wearing masks for kids in
order to not get really sick.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

207

These kids should NOT be wearing masks to school! Do NOT enforce this on our children.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

208

We should pro-actively prevent any spread and not just react when outbreaks will inevitably
occur. Let’s minimize disruption and give our children the best possible protection. We must
choose between the discomfort of wearing a mask or the complications of an outbreak which
include quarantine, short and long term health risks, and parents having to scramble and take
time off work to care for their children when sick. In comparison, wearing a mask seems like a
minor inconvenience.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

209

Neither the School Board nor the County Commissioners are the experts when we’re
discussing a global pandemic and an incredibly infectious disease. This past year and a half,
the pandemic, masks, etc have become extremely politicized. I ask that we take the politics
out of this and do what is best for the health and safety of our children. If we all do what is
right now, we can minimize the spread and get past this sooner.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

210

I am 100% against forcing children to wear masks. I do believe each individual parent/family
can make their own decision on masking their children.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

211

We, as a family of 5, made the decision to get vaccinated to protect ourselves and limit the
spread of COVID. With the Delta variant, we now understand that the vaccine will not prevent
us from spreading COVID to others. We can carry this to others and unknowingly infect them.
Therefore, we support a mask mandate to help limit the further spread of COVID in our
community. We believe in our responsibility to protect others who cannot (or those who
recklessly chose not to), by wearing a mask in all public locations.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

212

Masking is the most efficient way to prevent the spread of Covid. Since the kids are not
vaccinated and with new varieties they are at high risk I support masking to keep our kids
safe.

8/16/2021 11:14 AM

213

I feel masking in school is necessary for our kids

8/16/2021 11:13 AM

214

Please make it a personal/parents choice to wear a mask and not mandate this.

8/16/2021 11:13 AM

215

I have grandchildren in both of these school districts. They are wearing masks for their and
their family’s safety. They are in elementary school and are being taunted daily about why they
are wearing masks when they are not required. It is not right for adults in charge to require kids
to defend public health actions. This is a failure of public health leadership during a coronavirus
surge in cases.

8/16/2021 11:13 AM

216

While we are considering masks again, maybe we need to consider social distancing again?

8/16/2021 11:12 AM

217

I strongly am in favor of masking in all indoor school settings (minus of course while eating or
drinking). If not all school ages, at least for those 11 years old and younger who don't currently
have the option to be vaccinated. My daughter is 6 years old this year. We had her attend in
person last year with the security of everybody being in masks, cohorts, social distancing,
increased handwashing, appropriate isolation and quarantine guidance. This year it has ALL
been taken away minus isolation protocol. This year I would likely have made my daughter
virtual if that was an option due to the lack of any protocols in place. Please help protect my
child and other children as it is clear that the pandemic is not over. More and more children are
becoming infected and sick. My daughter is still wearing a mask but if everybody else around
her isn't, that's not fair to her. Everybody needs to do their part of what they can to help
decrease the transmission of this disease. Please do yours and make the right decision.

8/16/2021 11:12 AM

218

We need to wear masks indoors.It’s time to listen to the science and protect our children. This

8/16/2021 11:12 AM
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Delta variant is even more contagious and for these children that are not even eligible for the
vaccine masks are the next best solution. If we want schools to be in person we need to do all
that we can to prevent the spread of COVID.
219

I would like to have a discussion on the side effects of mandating universal masking in all
settings. We continue to be very narrow sighted in our policy making practices. I have not
heard any discussion around the impacts of universal masking has on the development of our
children, especially the elementary age. Have we forgotten how important seeing one's face is
for a child's language development, social & emotional development is. This isn't new ground
breaking science. Nonverbal communication, such as facial gestures and expressions,
constitutes 55% of our overall communication. What do you think is going to happen in our
schools if we remove this communication method? Here is a quote from an abstract for an
article in the National Institutes of Health "...covering the lower half of the face reduces the
ability to communicate, interpret, and mimic the expressions of those with whom we interact.
Positive emotions become less recognizable, and negative emotions are amplified. Emotional
mimicry, contagion, and emotionality in general are reduced and (thereby) bonding between
teachers and learners, group cohesion, and learning – of which emotions are a major driver."
The hard part is tolerance to risk personal and we can say follow the science but reality is this
emotion beats out science. Science would say we need to stop putting our kids in cars
because they are 42 times more likely to die in a car crash than from COVID, according to the
CDC. For young kids there are far greater things to be concerned about than COVID, but again
emotions run high, especially around kids. My opinion the risk for my young kids is negligible.
In my opinion based on the data, the risk to my young children (pre-school, 1st grade), is
negligible. If the data changes and is shows there is an actual risk, not emotional risk, then I
would absolutely consider universal masking in schools. However, currently, I don’t support
universal masking, because, I see no evidence we are even considering the long term affects
masking has on the development of our young children. We know it is crucial to development
but are being lazy by applying a universal mandate vs developing a solution which targeted to
high risk. The solution can't be worse than the problem. I am not here to argue if masks make
you safer, but more that if the risk is negligible to begin with, then being safer due to mask is
still negligible. However, the side effects of wearing masks are not negligible, at best not
understood, at worst have severe development consequences. I fully support ones choice to
mask or not mask. I support creating a network to protect those who are high risk. However,
this does not need to come at the cost / negatively impacting the early development of all
kids. Let's work together as a community to develop a plan that consider the needs of today
along with understanding the long term effects on the development on our children.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

220

Look. This isn’t a Student Council election, or a football game. This decision should not be
made by sheer numbers of “votes,” or by a scorecard. It should adhere to the scientific
method, and only scientists and physicians should be in the room while it’s discussed. Public
health decisions should be made by public health experts, period. Perhaps it sounds elitist, but
these are technically difficult discussions to have - and 98% of Douglas County parents don’t
have the necessary background to knowledgeably give worthwhile feedback. To put it another
way, I’m a biochemist with an advanced degree. However, I would never, ever, EVER march
into a Jiffy Lube and demand that my oil be changed a certain way, or pick up tools and start in
on a car at Brakes Plus. I lack the necessary background. Whatever I worked on, no matter
how strong my opinion, would be an utter failure. I’m very worried that by employing this kind
of system we are opening the door to letting the Loudest Voices In The Room decide policy.
And, for the record, as someone who understands pandemic math and science, I am
completely in favor of masking in indoor school settings. Completely in favor. But my opinion
should not really matter, because although I understand the fundamentals, I’m not a
recognized expert in public health. Thank you.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

221

I do not support masking of our young children esp the ones in elementary school. We are not
looking at the same numbers of death as last year. Let's look at how the charter and private
schools fared last year that did not mandate masks for their elementary aged school kids.
They did not have super spreader events or a high number of deaths. We also need to
consider the social emotional aspect for young children as well. Let's be honest too - how well
are young kids actually wearing the masks? They are touching them and most are not
adequately worn. There is also controversy about how much a mask prevents the spread of
the coronavirus airborne particles as well - most say it must be a N95 type of mask that is well
fitted. Kids do not have access to these type of masks. Let's not let fear drive our decisions.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM

222

With the current state of the pandemic and the level of transmission with the Delta variant,
unvaccinated children should be protected to the best of our abilities. Masking has proven to
protect against contracting the virus and seems the least we could do to protect our children.

8/16/2021 11:11 AM
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223

Until more people are vaccinated, including children under 12, the only way for us to protect
our kids in school is to implement more stringent safety procedures, including a mask
mandate. Masks have been proven to significantly reduce the potential spread and there is no
reason why schools should not take this very basic and simple precaution.

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

224

I vote for no mask mandate. Please put kids first and let them have a normal school year.

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

225

Masks must be mandatory in all schools to protect the unvaccinated kids and keep schools
open for in-person learning. Texas and Florida have tried to undermine the CDC guidelines and
American Pediatric Association, therefore the kids hospitalization is increasing with hundreds
of kids in ICU and on ventilators. https://apple.news/AI8a4eN-eRmqpTIFePKqH6g
https://apple.news/AAm08hDOLThmzGxVyuC4gDw

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

226

What about the children who have panic attacks when they wear a mask like mine. Don't do
this to our children again. If people want to wear them, great. If they don't that should be our
choice and theirs. Do not make health decisions for other people

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

227

I am a former critical care nurse & see no benefit from masks for growing/developing children.
I see this as putting them at greater health risks just in the rebreathing of carbon dioxide &
bacteria accumulation in the mask.

8/16/2021 11:10 AM

228

Protect those who cannot get vaccinated by issuing a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 11:09 AM

229

Please do NOT go back to wearing masks! They aren’t effective and they just make the kids
miserable.

8/16/2021 11:08 AM

230

This is about the health and safety of our kids. That is the only thing to consider. Please
mandate masks.

8/16/2021 11:08 AM

231

Masks should not be required but are optional and supported for anyone preferring to wear one.
We ask leaders to: >>>>Consider the whole person—balance their emotional needs with their
physical needs. >>>>Respect Colorado Children’s Hospital's declared “State of Emergency for
Youth Mental Health” in May of 2021. >>>Remember there are great options for students who
do not choose in-person instruction Safety from Covid sounds appealing, but it is very difficult
to provide. If our healthcare and school leaders continue to offer options to families that suit
their individual needs, then all students will have better outcomes regarding their emotional,
social, mental and physical health. In summary - Masks should be optional - not required.
Respectfully preserve the rights of all students and staff to determine their best option for their
physical AND emotional health.

8/16/2021 11:08 AM

232

Our children are being put at risk because of the fact that they cannot be vaccinated; in order
to stop constant quarantines, closures and most importantly, very serious illness for our
children during this year, we MUST take reasonable steps to try to stop the spread of the delta
variant. Masking seems to be the least of the severe ramifications if we experience another
surge in covid cases.

8/16/2021 11:07 AM

233

Please look at other states and their raising covid cases even after mask mandate. Raising
cases in Georgia after just 2 weeks of school reopen. Is tri county just waiting for some major
covid 19 cases outbreak to happen in DCSD schools ? Please bring independent study
program / home based learning program for parents who are uncomfortable in sending kids to
school and who have high risk kids at home. Some parents have high risk kids at home and
schools should have contingency plan to handle such high risk kids and give parents a choice.
Governor is saying they are not expecting vaccines for kids anytime sooner. Does tri county
thinks that a 3 year old 5 year old and 8 year old can wear masks 8 hours a day continuously
and 365 days till vaccine arrives. Is that possible to make understand a 5 year old and 10 year
old to do that everyday? Please tri county is putting so much pressure on parents by making in
person learning in schools a must for kids. Please bring independent study program or home
based learning program at schools for kids whose parents feel that they have a high risk kid at
home or very their kid has very weak immune or kid has some health issues. So please give
parents a choice and 365 days I cannot be worried if my son or daughter would return safe
from school. Please repeat parents emotional stress and fear of sending kids to school. I am
very uncomfortable in sending my kids to school with such growing cases everywhere and I
know 200% how this delta variant had me to loose my immediate family members who are in
other countries.

8/16/2021 11:07 AM

234

I have so much to say and so emotional about covid and mask wearing. Last year we moved
to GA , where covid was just fake news. Our dear friends in the tech center are from Wuhan

8/16/2021 11:07 AM
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and moved back there with two kids right before this whole mess started. Her brother worked
at the Wuhan hospital and still does. There is a lot to that story. My friends sister was in Delhi
treating covid patients and when they ran out of wood to burn the dead bodies they threw them
in the Ganges river. We moved back last fall and so thankful that here in Colorado eductated
people listened to science and took covid seriously. Please care for our children who can't get
the vaccines. Please convince Douglas county schools to use science, educated wisdom and
take care of our children and a min. have all elementary schools with everyone in it wearing
masks. Social distancing. My son started school last week in HR and he sits in a little pod of 3
other kids. They are inches from each others face all day and not everyone is wearing masks
and no social distancing is going on. The kids are all eating in the cafeteria with masks off.
They were just told they can't have snack outside when possible (in the fresh air). I feel like I'm
back in GA and living in a twilight zone and there needs to be more to keep our kids safe. We
are in the middle of a pandemic, lets starting acting like it. Yes, it's uncomfortable to wear a
mask all day, but it's more uncomfortable to watch your loved one die or even struggle to
breathe. We can do better Coloradians!! My whole family are natives and I want us all to be
safe and healthy !
235

There are zero studies that show masks on children prove worthwhile for health. What I do
know is that when children are unable to see facial expressions of their teachers and fellow
students it puts undue stress and pressure on them. Masking children is causes their mental
health to be put in jeopardy and I will not have this a happen again this year. If masks were to
come back, my children will most likely be pulled from public schools.

8/16/2021 11:06 AM

236

Please, protect our children. Mine are not vaccinated because they are too young.

8/16/2021 11:05 AM

237

Pleas do not put our children’s health at risk. Mandate masking in the schools. Masking has
proven to be effective in spreading Covid19 and it’s variants.

8/16/2021 11:05 AM

238

Keep our kids in school by having the wear masks. Take the burden off of the kids, there is too
much pressure in school to not wear them. Our kids should not feel bullied or made fun of to
wear a mask. Why would the school districts not mandate masks since we all have the same
goal to keep kids in school? It is not socially responsible to "leave it up to the parents" when
we know there are so many varying opinions. Stick with the science - cases are going up and
we need to protect our most vulnerable at least 11 and under!

8/16/2021 11:05 AM

239

Parents know what is best for their child. Masks do more long term harm to our children than
the COVID-19 illness and masks will prevent. My child, my decision. If you want herd
immunity, leave our schools and our children massless regardless of vaxx status and allow the
body’s greatest gift to do its function. Do NOT mask our children!!

8/16/2021 11:04 AM

240

The percentage of vaccinated people increases daily. We still don’t know the long term health
effects of masking. We need to get back to some semblance of normalcy. Base your decision
on fasts, not fear. Thank you

8/16/2021 11:04 AM

241

Please consider masks at least in the elementary schools. These kids are unvaccinated and
not protected. Thank you!

8/16/2021 11:03 AM

242

If you can attend a concert and bars and social events without masks, it is outrageous to
make children wear them in an educational environment

8/16/2021 11:02 AM

243

Our elementary kids are no safer now than they were this time last year. These children are
unable to get vaccinated. They have to depend on social distancing and masks to keep from
getting infected. The Delta variant is proving to be more transmissible to kids and as such, this
is not the time to be relaxing our safety protocols. We all saw the toll that virtual learning took
on our kids last year and on ourselves and I think that we all would like to avoid going back to
that. I also want to know that my kids are being protected in their learning environment.

8/16/2021 11:02 AM

244

There is no "science" for masking children. There are, however, studies that compare schools
that masked and schools that didn't and there's no difference. "Following the science" now only
means following the institutions - the WHO, the NIH, the CDC - all 100% political. For an actual
comparative study, see the recent findings from Ireland. https://www.wsj.com/articles/maskschildren-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc11628432716 PLEASE do not give in to the hysteria! My child WILL NOT wear a mask in
school Period.

8/16/2021 11:02 AM

245

I am vehemently against masks and forced medical procedures, especially for children. I work
as a health professional and am seeing unhealthy side effects from all the masks and forced
vaccines. Psychological stress is at an all time high. Children are congested, have lingering

8/16/2021 11:02 AM
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cough and increased cavities. The contaminated masks and rebreathing of expired air and lack
of fresh air is really unhealthy. Psychologically children need to see facial expressions to grow.
The risk of illness is greater in masks than without. Please withdraw any mandates. This is
causing severe harm and needs to be stopped immediately.
246

Masking in schools should not be mandated. It should be a choice to wear one or not wear
one.

8/16/2021 11:01 AM

247

I am a registered nurse in the ICU, so I understand the gravity of the situation. However as a
mother, I implore you to let us raise our children how we see fit. Let us each decide for our
OWN families what is best for us. Please do not cause more division and frustration among
us, and let us raise our own kids.

8/16/2021 11:01 AM

248

A mask is not political.

8/16/2021 11:01 AM

249

Mental health is a big subject in children. Suicide rates are at an all time high in children ages
5-14 years old. In fact more kids will die of suicide than covid in that age range. My son
struggles wearing a mask. He is a quiet kid and really needs lots of reassurance from teachers
and peers. A smile goes a long way for him. Once you put mask on everyone that non-verbal
communication (personal connection) goes away. I notice when my 6 year old is force to wear
a mask he self-isolates. Since the mask mandates were lifted in Spring of 2021, I have seen a
huge difference in my sons overall demeanor. He smiles and talks to people. He’s not scared
to interact. Last year he never got to see his teachers face. One week into this school year
and he seems so happy. He has his joy back. At his age non-verbal communication is a huge
part of feeling comfortable. He’s more relaxed in the classroom, I know this because he told
me. Having to mask my son does more harm than good. It stresses him out, he pulls away
and self-isolates. I beg you not to force my son to wear a mask, we will have tears. Please
keep the choice to the parents. Each child works and learns differently, their parents will know
the best choice for them. I feel the long term mask wearing is affecting kids mental health
more than we realize. Some Children wear mask and totally forget they have one on. Others
play, eat, touch their faces and are very distracted by wearing a mask. My 4 year old is one
who eats his mask, it’s soggy within 5 minutes. He is constantly taking it off and then needs
help putting his gross wet mask back on. Our Pediatrician even said his mask is doing more
harm than good. Sinus infections from breathing moist warm air, touching his mouth and face
with wet dirty hands. Not all kids handle wearing mask. I am doing my part to keep my children
healthy from covid and other virus. Most of our friends and family have been vaccinated.
Please do your part to help keeping our children safe.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

250

I do not believe in our children being masked under any circumstance. Their is no proven data
that suggests the masks prevent covid from our kids. It is doing Substantial harm in our
children’s development by hiding themselves in a mask, Not to mention they need to build
immunities from other Colds.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

251

I do not agree that masks should ever be mandatory within our schools.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

252

Please leave medical choices and decisions up to individual families. Parents can still choose
to mask their children for school or utilize one of the home or online school platforms should
they feel safer with that. Universal masking is punishing our children on emotional and mental,
as well as physical levels. Children are suffering with regressing academics, lowering IQ and
higher rates of anxiety and depression. That data is available! This virus is not going away. We
must learn to live with this. Please do not enforce something that has proven to do more harm
than good. Again, parents that feel safer masking their children, have the freedom to do so.
The government and non-elected officials are NOT responsible for co-parenting our children!
Please read the REAL data and let our children have the ability to grow and develop into
happy, confident and strong young people! No universal masking!

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

253

Given the high transmissibility of the delta-strain of COVID, we must have a mask mandate for
schools. As it currently stands, ZERO percent of kids <12 are vaccinated. It only takes 1
asymptomatic person in school to start an outbreak. Instead of reacting to COVID as this
country has since the start of 2020, we need to be proactive. The democratic country of
Taiwan is a great example of how being proactive w/ COVID has limited the number of cases
in that country. COVID does not care about your political beliefs, color of your skin, etc. We
need to do what we must to beat COVID so we can return to "normalcy." No one likes to wear
masks but it is the responsible thing to do to protect our kids, Coloradans, and Americans.

8/16/2021 11:00 AM

254

I do not believe that student masks should be reinstated. Numbers in our county do not
indicate a need at this time. Masks on kids poses a health concern. Please do not reinstate

8/16/2021 10:59 AM
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masks for students under 12.
255

My children should have the choice to not wear a mask at school. The physical, social, and
psychological impact my kids experienced from being forced to wear a mask last year will not
be accepted or tolerated by myself and many other parents for the 2021-2022 school year.
Please let our kids be kids. The science shows the COVID virus does not impact kids the way
it does adults.

8/16/2021 10:59 AM

256

My daughter will be wearing a mask.

8/16/2021 10:59 AM

257

Dr. Osterhom, epidemiologist and Director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and
Policy and former WH Covid advisor states that “face cloth coverings, those cloth pieces of
hang over your face….they actually have very limited impact in reducing the amount of virus
that you inhale or exhale out.” No, masks should not be mandated and should be left up to
parents to decide.

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

258

Parents made their decisions on sending/not sending kids back to school based on the
information that masks would be optional. Changing that decision AFTER school starts,
without an increase in provable school-related transmission, and without any studies that
substantiate that the student population is at anything but a minuscule-risk looks like a bait
and switch. Regarding the choices in #4, the third option is not correlated to options 1 or 2.
There should be a choice that reads “I support optional masking in schools.”

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

259

Mask mandate

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

260

Please mandate masks for children 12 and younger who are not able to get the vaccine.
Because they cannot protect themselves, the county and schools need to protect them. Our
school dropped ANY protocols with no masks or distancing which is negligent considering the
environment we are currently in. We have no remote options because we were told the school
cannot sustain remote. Why would we not protect our vulnerable children and also try and
avoid any remote situations by carefully following covid protocols until this age group can have
the choice to be vaccinated? Please mandate. Please. Also by requiring masks it eliminates
alienation of those that choose to do so.

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

261

No mask mandates as I have not seen any peer review science that supports and warrants
such a draconian action. And if any student should exhibit virus symptoms only that student
with the virus should quarantine out of the class room AND NOT THE ENTIRE CLASS WHO
MAY HAVE BEEN EXPOSED. From reports I have seen, it seems especially young students
wearing masks all day creates unsanitary conditions worse than any sickness from the virus
itself especially with the very high recovery rate for children without underlying health
conditions.The real bottom line mask compliance is a decision for the parents to make AND
THEIRS ALONE!

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

262

Yes, we want mask mandate in schools

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

263

Why would we have the kids wear masks? It's a proven fact that covid is not effecting the kids
and there are far more deaths from the flu than covid, so why are we even considering doing
this to our kids? If the individual parents that are worried about this want to subject their kids to
the masks and further delay their kids development, then they can choose to have their kids
wear the masks. Don't mandate it for everyone.

8/16/2021 10:58 AM

264

No mask mandates in schools. The guidelines in place now are sufficient.

8/16/2021 10:57 AM

265

4.2 million children have tested positive for Covid and only .0008 have died Have you
considered the effects of children breathing thru sweat and spit soaked masks all day? What
about the younger generation who relies on teachers reading their mouths as they learn new
words and sounds. What happens to their immune system by wearing a mask all day? You can
get vaccinated if you want.

8/16/2021 10:57 AM

266

Wearing masks for prolonged periods of time (school day) by children have negative effects
such as increased anxiety and increased carbon dioxide (more dangerous for developing
children than adults). Children do not carry high viral loads should they contract COVID-19 and
children are poor transmitors of COVD-19. ZERO deaths for children with no comorbidities
contracting COVID-19. Claimed benefits of children wearing masks are outweighed by benefits
of not wearing masks. Data to date is incontrovertable.

8/16/2021 10:57 AM

267

While the health and safety of my children is top priority I do not think that masks should be
required. The risk of transmitting a single virus should not constitute the demand for an entire

8/16/2021 10:57 AM
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population to be forced to wear masks.
268

I have two children who are two young to be vaccinated attending Meadow View. While they
are masked, the vast majority are not. This "highly recommended" nonsense is NOT working
and it is putting the health of my children at risk.

8/16/2021 10:57 AM

269

I believe that the parents and their physician should make the choice on whether or not their
kids should wear masks.

8/16/2021 10:56 AM

270

The board should listen to health experts and decide whats best for the students. With your
decision, the kids have to endure the long term effects of covid, if they get infected. For those
people who are saying freedom, what's next. Freedom to bring weapons to school?

8/16/2021 10:56 AM

271

I do not feel mask wearing should be forced, but should be a choice

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

272

Until vaccines are widely available for all age groups, we have to use the tools available to us
to protect children and other vulnerable members of the community. At this time, universal
mask use is the best tool we have. We need a mandate for indoor mask use at all public
schools.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

273

Leave this decision to the parents. We have the best interest in our Child's health in mind while
making these decisions. There has been no substantial numbers of children, especially healthy
children, dying from COVID. There are other factors to consider such as mental health of kids
who can not even smile at each other. There are also studies showing that masking can truly
affect children's ability to breath, much more than adults. We listened and followed direction for
over a year, we have been responsible and people are getting vaccinated. Do not issues a new
mask mandate, leave it to the parents.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

274

No masks.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

275

Please DO NOT mandate masks. There is NO scientific evidence that masking children is
effective. The psychological harm it does outweighs the minuscule prevention it may help with.
My 5 year old says she dislikes masks because she can’t breathe. She just pulls and messes
with it all day. PLEASE. Let’s handle this virus with the common sense it needs- prevention
through washing hands and staying home when sick. Our hospitals are not overwhelmed,
that’s where the goal post started and that’s where it should never have moved from. Let’s
keep masks as a recommendation, NOT force something that is not settled science.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

276

To Whom it May Concern: I would feel much safer sending my second grader to school if there
was a mask mandate in place, especially given that there is no virtual school option for us. My
niece and nephew who are in elementary school in Las Vegas, where it's over 115 degrees,
wear masks and don't think twice about it. For everyone who claims that we are turning into a
communist country when government officials impose a mask mandate, I assure you that this
doesn't come close to even socialism. I've been to Cuba on several occasions and invite
anyone who makes these claims to do the same because I highly doubt they'd be making such
silly claims if they experienced socialism or communism first-hand.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

277

Mask use seems to encourage more touching of the facial area as people in general, and
children specifically, constantly adjust the mask. After adjusting the mask with their
fingers/hands, anything they touch will now be “compromised” unless they wash their hands
thoroughly after every touch of their mask. That is impossible to ask.

8/16/2021 10:55 AM

278

I am not in favor of masking kids. This is a choice for the parents to make for their children. I
am a parent as well as an educator. i see no benefit to mask wearing. If parents want to have
their kids wear a mask, I respect that and they can go ahead. If parents have an issue with
other kids not masking, they need to keep their kids at home. We need to get back to normal.

8/16/2021 10:54 AM

279

Our children and the children throughout our community are defenseless against the COVID-19
virus and it's highly contagious variants since they cannot be vaccinated under the age of 12.
The only way to provide protection for them while back in-person at schools throughout the
TCHD area is through social distancing, proper hand washing, and masking. Social Distancing
can be difficult in a classroom setting and providing anti-bacterial sanitizer is doable but at the
mercy of students and staff using the sanitizer. So, at this time, providing proper guidance and
requiring masks while indoors is the best way to provide a standard form of protection from this
virus - even for those that are vaccinated but are still vulnerable to the contagious variants.
This could save many families who have been diligent in following guidelines and the familis
that have ignored the threat all along. This is not a political issue and it shouldn't be swayed by
the loudest or most threatening - it should simply follow the science and guidelines put out by

8/16/2021 10:54 AM
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the CDPHE and CDC. Please enforce a mask mandate in our schools. We aren't out of the
woods on this yet and another setback through outbreaks and case number spikes will only
exacerbate the already stressful situation. Please protect some of our families that choose not
to vaccinated or voluntarily mask from themselves as it will protect those that are actually
trying.
280

I support each families right to chose for both vaccine and masks.

8/16/2021 10:54 AM

281

It is my sincere hope that the Tri-Country Health Department will vote in favor of mandatory
univeral masking in all indoor school settings. My husband is a teacher in the Douglas County
School system, and I am currently 30 weeks pregnant. As he begins the school year, I am
nervous about him being exposed to the Delta variant. Although we are both vaccinated, we
are learning that vaccinated people can still get and spread the Delta variant. I am concerned
personally for his health, my health, and the health of our unborn baby. As someone who also
cares deeply about all kids, and about my community, I don't want to see Covid spreading
unnecessarily. I am also an educator (my focus is now consulting) so I work closely with
schools. Last year I had an up-close-and-personal view of the disruption that quarantining and
switching to remote learning had on students, through both my husband's and my work. Even if
we set health concerns aside, the impact of another year of education being disrupted like it
was last year will be long-lasting for the kids in our community - especially those with fewer
means. Please, take care of our children. Invest in their well-being and their future by voting to
mandate univeral masking in all indoor school settings.

8/16/2021 10:53 AM

282

I believe that masking of our kids is completely wrong, immoral, and dangerous to their
physical, mental, and emotional health. Furthermore, I believe that it is unconstitutional to
mandate use of a medical device or treatment, especially when it is completely ineffective in
protecting against viruses. After last year's trauma with masking and back and forth on-site/offsite schooling, my son's mental health has been a serious concern to me and my wife. He has
felt depressed, hopeless, and completely disinterested in school. If the masks come back, it is
very likely that we will pull him out of the public school system. Everyone has a right to mask
or not mask as they see fit and appropriate for themselves.

8/16/2021 10:53 AM

283

This virus is never going away. Even with a vaccine. That’s why it’s a virus. We will chase this
forever. The flu is 20x deadlier for our youth than COVID. Masks should be absolutely
OPTIONAL at this stage in the game. Period. Let’s not act as if there isn’t psychological and
social negative repercussions to children in masks, as well, for a disease that rounds to 0
percent chance of death for our kids. The youth needs their youth back please! Please just
make it optional.

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

284

No masks on our kids! This decision would NOT be based on science but on politics alone.
MASK CHOICE ONLY!!!

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

285

Please do not make our children wear masks....that carries more germs and not healthy for
these kids

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

286

DCSD is “recommending that all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, wear a mask in
indoor public places, including teachers, staff, students, and visitors to schools.” While these
words look great on paper... The reality is that your "recommendation" that all wear masks is
probably the most empty ask of the century. Besides our family, there were only two others out
of HUNDREDS wearing masks at Sage Canyon this morning. Not a single staff member
followed this guidance based on what we could see... So where does that leave us? To tell our
1st grader that he must be the ONLY child in his class (and probably grade) to wear a mask to
protect those around him that do not care? I'm sure the anti-mask cohort is loud, obnoxious,
and motivated to rid themselves of this apparent freedom-killer. Face coverings are about as
big an inconvenience as wearing mismatched socks in the morning. Sometimes leadership
means doing the unpopular to protect the weak and voiceless. I'm extraordinarily disappointed
in the lack thereof.

8/16/2021 10:51 AM

287

Leave the choice to the parents. Please don’t force anything.

8/16/2021 10:50 AM

288

It's risky business to put our children's health and lives on the line for the sake of politics.
What will we say when we record the first child fatality? Who will be to blame? We have
already failed to control this pandemic while we had the chance. Let's not let this go on further.
It will not go on forever if we act now. Mandate masks in schools until all of our children have
access to the vaccine.

8/16/2021 10:50 AM

289

Dr. John Douglas admitted there is no evidence that MASKS work to stop the spread of the

8/16/2021 10:50 AM
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virus. I am not sure why this is even still a conversation that we are having. I was sitting in the
audience when he went on record.
290

Public health and safety should not be a voting moment. It takes very little to wear a mask for
others snd your own safety. Our children are not a science experiment. Vaccinated people are
getting and spreading COVID. It should not be about the haves and have nots. MASK UP! You
want to have FULL schools which equals no social distancing, increased transmission, and the
more occurrences, the more at risk the public at whole is. Delta is no joke, sheds 1000x more
virus. Recommendations are: ALL indoor activities age 2 and up, no matter vaccination status,
should be masked. Pediatricians, CDC, WHO and other health agencies state masking for all
K-12 schools. Do the right thing to ensure the best chance to limit transmission. In the
schools. It’s not about popularity, popular vote, or indignant people looking for a fight over
something so intrinsically simple to show respect and care for other human beings. To quote
an article on ABC news regarding the significant uptick of sick and hospitalized children with
COVID. "As we see more children infected and ill with COVID-19, it occurs to me that our
children have become the collateral damage of many adults who frame refusal of masks and
vaccines as an issue of personal freedom rather than the common-sense public health
measures that they are," Kline said. "Children currently have no way out of this pandemic
other than through the advocacy and personal responsibility of their parents and all adults,"
Kline added. "So far, we are failing them miserably."

8/16/2021 10:49 AM

291

NO masks for the kids or adults. This has gotten out of hand and the politicians are making
decisions along with the media. If people want to wears masks let them but if they do not then
that should be more than fine. If I had to ultimately pick a side I would say no masks for
anyone. It hides identities.

8/16/2021 10:49 AM

292

No on masking and mandatory vaccination

8/16/2021 10:49 AM

293

Question - have you attended an elementary classroom and observed kids wearing mask
during class? Do you find they wear masks properly throughout the day?

8/16/2021 10:49 AM

294

THE SCIENCE from the NIH and CDC shows that children up to adulthood (~18-21) will see
minimal symptoms or no symptoms at all, if they contract COVID-19 at all. There is ZERO
scientific justification or logical reasoning for children to be masked in our public schools. The
desire to mask children is an extremely selfish desire by some teachers and parents who do
not want to contract COVID-19. That being the case, those teachers and parents should get
the vaccine and mask themselves. Masking children has already had a deleterious effect on
their psychological and emotional development and has no medical benefit for them. Do NOT
mandate the masking of children in our public schools.

8/16/2021 10:48 AM

295

I believe that the American Academy of Pediatrics is the authority for decisions regarding the
health of children, and they are strongly recommending masking at schools to protect their
health. It is sad that there has been politicization of something that is ultimately for the benefit
of public health. Thank you for opening this to comments.

8/16/2021 10:47 AM

296

The individual schools or the individual families should be able to decide whether masking is
needed. I want to be able to choose for myself not have the Tri County Health decide for me.

8/16/2021 10:47 AM

297

I support masking for indoor school settings for students 11 and younger. Schools need to
remain open for in-person learning for the sake of the children's mental, social, and physical
health. We saw firsthand how detrimental virtual learning was last year and while this decision
minimized their exposure to Covid, it did so at the expense of their mental health and
education. Requiring masks in order to minimize any possible exposure to Covid is the safest
way to keep children in school so that they can receive the most effective education possible,
while supporting their mental and emotional health. This is especially important since this is
the remaining age group that does not have access to a vaccine at this time.

8/16/2021 10:47 AM

298

Mask doesn’t work work.

8/16/2021 10:47 AM

299

I recommend masks to all kids in elementary school. This is for their protection as cases are
starting to rise.

8/16/2021 10:47 AM

300

In an effort to protect our children and community, I can’t understand why mask mandates are
not being upheld in schools where children have no option of getting vaccinated. If in-person
learning is the ultimate goal, why not do everything in our power to make that happen? Our
kids are used to wearing masks and a few more months will not do any damage.it has been
proven to be an effective method in stopping the spread of Covid and helping to keep our kids

8/16/2021 10:46 AM
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in school. Protecting our kids should always be the ultimate goal, and I feel that we are failing
them.
301

Kids (and most adults) do not wear masks properly thus spreading concentrated germs more
readily. Hand washing and regular cleaning is much more effective at preventing the spread of
any germs than masks. Mask wearing is also not conducive to high quality learning and
teaching, especially in reading.

8/16/2021 10:46 AM

302

I do not agree with masking children. Especially when kids pay no mind to social distancing
and take their masks off anyway as they are uncomfortable. Teacher's will be following kids
around all day trying to keep masks on the kids. I understand teacher's may be uncomfortable
with being in a room full of kids without masks but isn't that what the vaccine is for? I
personally know a few teacher's and all of them agree that masks are more traumatic for the
kids than anything. Especially when they are at an important age for social development, we
should not make fitting in even more difficult.

8/16/2021 10:44 AM

303

I would prefer optional masking instead of making it a requirement

8/16/2021 10:44 AM

304

This should be left up to the individual districts.

8/16/2021 10:44 AM

305

I urge you to reject the masking of our students across all Tri- County area schools. The
student population is one of the lowest risk groups for Covid-19 with only 0.2% of the
population aged under 25 dying from Covid, rather they are more likely to die of anything else
than this virus. These mandates are an infringement on the basic rights of our students. There
is no scientific evidence that masks, other than N95 masks, provide any protection against
Covid-19. In fact, there are 47 studies that confirm ineffectiveness of masks for COVID-19 and
32 more confirm their negative health effects, please see the document here:
https://www.lifesitenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/VARIOUS-FACE-MASK-STUDIESPROVE-THEIR-INEFFECTIVENESS-PDF.pdf The masking will only add anxiety, fear, and
depression to the lives of our students.

8/16/2021 10:44 AM

306

I support a mask mandate odor all students, faculty and staff inside schools. We have already
had received emails that someone who was in close contact with our children tested positive
for covid. Our oldest is vaccinated but our youngest can’t be. Either mask mandate all schools
or at the bare minimum mask mandate schools (students, teachers and faculty) that have
children under 12 years of age in them.

8/16/2021 10:44 AM

307

Absolutely NO masking for children or anyone should be required. There are several reasons
as to why this is inappropriate - child abuse, infringement on our rights, etc.

8/16/2021 10:43 AM

308

Why would we not protect our children and teachers from a disease that could do permanent
harm.

8/16/2021 10:43 AM

309

Parents should be allowed to choose whether their child wears a mask and politics should not
be forcing our children to be compromising their childhoods. The social, emotional and mental
trauma that isolation and masking has had on our kids FAR outweighs any harm to kids by
COVID. Pre-COVID, there were 136 pediatric flu deaths reported during the 2018-2019 season
and 188 pediatric deaths reported in the 2019-2020 season. Those numbers are about
equivalent to pediatric deaths from COVID over the last year and a half. Yet, there was no
mask mandate in place and our kids were allowed to be kids and learn in an environment
where they weren't being taught that it is okay to have their independence and liberties taken
away and were being taught fear. Masking in schools is the cowards way out and is allowing
liberal politics to override facts and reason. If someone wants to wear a mask or wants their
child to wear a mask, then they should. That individual's fears and politics should not be forced
on my child. If I wanted to live in a socialist world, I would move to a country where people
want to be treated like chattel and told how to live their lives absent from reason.

8/16/2021 10:43 AM

310

Thank you for keeping the option to mask up to each family. We have done our research and
believe that children should not be wearing masks throughout their school day. Please do not
mandate masks for our children.

8/16/2021 10:43 AM

311

Hello, we strongly OPPOSE any form of mask mandate in our schools. There is NO evidence,
data, science or human decency in forcing children to be masked all day long. COVID poses
almost no risk to children, with a death rate of only .008%, far less than the risk the common
flu poses to children. Where were the mask requirements during bad flu seasons? What about
the long-term, negative side effects of masking our children? Where is the data and science
showing these masks will NOT impede social development, cause psychological damage,
hinder immune development, etc, etc. There is real harm in teaching children the air is toxic,

8/16/2021 10:43 AM
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be fearful and stay away from your friends and neighbors, everyone is sick, etc. And what
about the health effects of forcing kids to breath through a dirty, spit-soaked cloth all day,
everyday? Can you guarantee our children will not be harmed by this, no you cannot.
Furthermore, we all know that children do not wear masks "properly" anyway, they are often
below the nose or not secured tightly around the chin/cheeks. Also, what about all the touching
of the dirty masks - disease will spread much more rapidly this way then without masks. Even
Dr. Fauci has admitted (in emails) that the blue paper masks do not work. Instead, teachers
and faculty should be encouraging students to hand wash often and correctly. Please do not
place this burden on children, they are safe, adults can get vaccinated if they want. Children's
mask requirements are simply a political statement that have NO science or evidence-based
reasoning to support the absurdity.
312

Mass can negatively affect a child’s development according to many experts. Also the
coronavirus is not as deadly to children as the flu is. Adults can be vaccinated if they are
scared.

8/16/2021 10:42 AM

313

The role of government in the affairs of the public is to regulate in instances where the actions
of individuals have an impact on the rights to life, liberty and property. In the case of
requirement of masks or vaccines during a pandemic, the failure to require all individuals to
take precautions known to mitigate life threatening illness for those in direct and indirect
contact with them is a failure to safeguard the right to life for those affected due to ongoing
spread and mutation of the circulating virus. The requirement of masking is the least restrictive
measure one can undertake to effectively reduce exposure of others and the spread of the
pathogen. There is no law or constitutional provision that would protect an individual from
taking precautions against causing harm to others in this regard and the delusional belief that
such protection exists is absurd. Schools require evidence of vaccination against far less
prevalent and equally perilous illnesses for the same reason: protecting the safety of other
students from potentially harmful and deadly pathogens spread by other students. If schools
abandon that standard of caution and allow maskless students, it sets a dangerous precedent
for challenging other long standing rules that allow people to feel safe to send their children to
school. Children are particularly vulnerable to the spread of diseases and failing to take
precautions to prevent that spread is a dereliction of the responsibility of all adults in protecting
them from harm.

8/16/2021 10:42 AM

314

For the past year we have followed guidance given by the school and public leaders. We did
not hesitate to become vaccinated there by protecting ourselves and our community. This is
something that everyone, with limited exception, can do. Why should we now be penalized
because some choose not to take basic steps to protect themselves by being vaccinated. I do
not support mandatory masking. Students have the right to wear a mask if they so desire.
Having everyone wear masks because a few might feel bad is a ridiculous reason to mandate
mask wearing and has no basis in science or logic.

8/16/2021 10:42 AM

315

I believe masking should be a choice left up to parents. Let's not forget that masking can
negatively impact a child's verbal and social development.

8/16/2021 10:42 AM

316

The delta variant of Covid 19 is spreading through the nation, yet without an approved vaccine
for younger children, we must protect our youngest population. If masks are the most effective
option so that children can attend school, we should exercise this measure to prevent illness
and death in children.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

317

Please do not mandate our children wearing masks. This creates distraction to their learning,
causing anxiety, fear and sadness among many other mental health consequences. This
creates distance in relationships and causes them to feel isolated and alone. Masking causes
them to touch their faces ALL DAY LONG capturing significantly more germs than not wearing
them. Children are dropping them on bathroom floors and dirty school surfaces and then
putting them on their mouths. Please I’m betting you, allow our children and parents freedom of
choice. If parents are concerned they can send their child in a mask. Freedom of choice. If
you are truly concerned about bullying and children being kind, than make choices to empower
their MENTAL HEALTH with the same convictions.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

318

My family and I are not supportive of universal masking. It is not a justifiable policy in this
county or for our schoolchildren.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

319

Children need to see emotion from there teacher and each other. The mental health risk is far
worse than any of the Covid symptoms. When we know that the survival rate is is above 97%
why are we even having this conversation.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM
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320

I am a 25 year resident of Douglas County. My grandson currently attends school in the
district. I am in favor of masking in the schools so that I will be able to see my grandson this
year. I am not comfortable giving my name and address due to the violent and loudly
outspoken nature of the anti-maskers, as I do not know if this information is confidential or not.
Please consider the silent majorities' opinion in this matter.

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

321

It is so hard for kids to do this, they need to focus on learning and not on wearing a mask that
doesn’t really work just like the vaccine! Useless

8/16/2021 10:41 AM

322

Please do not kill our kids immune systems bye requiring them to wear masks again. When
they are finally allowed to get sick, they can't fight it as well, causing elevated complications
(i.e. what we are now experiencing with RSV). This, not COVID, will put our children at higher
risk of hospitalization and enduring complications, and possibly death. This coming from a
parent who has 2 kids and a husband currently dealing with non-COVID viruses to a much
worse degree then they ever have because their immune systems can't fight it as effectively
as they could before COVID restrictions. Also, it has been proven that non-N95 masks do NOT
EFFECTIVELY WORK against COVID because of how it is transmitted through lingering in the
air, why are we not talking about this?! We are putting our children more at risk in the long term
by masking than non-masking. PLEASE leave it up to the parents and let them decide what is
best for their family circumstances. Those who are high risk or have concerns have a choice
regardless of mask mandates, they should be wearing N95 masks to protect themselves, that
is all that they need to do! Don't take away our choice and, therefore, our ability to manage our
children's health as parents' rights should be!

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

323

Hi there, I am a father of 3 children in the douglas county school district and I do NOT support
masking in schools. I am asking that you consider following the douglas county commisioners
in allowing individuals decide for themselves whether or not to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

324

As a pediatrician and a mom of a kindergartner, I believe it is important to protect those
children that cannot yet be vaccinated against COVID.

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

325

Until we know definitively the COVID-19 virus is no longer being transmitted, all known means
of protection should be followed. First and foremost mask wearing. I believe we need a
Vaccine mandate in order to move forward. This is best for protecting our community.

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

326

While I understand and can appreciate the position the Board of Health has been put in, I trust
that even with the multitude of contradictory information spewed, we can always base things
on first principles. The first principles of this 'to mask or not to mask' lies squarely on whether
this is in the best physiological and developmental interest of the developing child. Bottom line
is that masks cause an extreme elevated Carbon Dioxide level wherein the developmental and
longitudinal ramifications of this has never been studied. Masks increase unsanitary practices
and lead to an increase in respiratory issues due to the unsanitary nature. Yes, there are
studies reflecting the aforementioned. You must dig…... Further, your letter states that one of
the points of rationale behind consideration is because it “COULD reduce mental health stress
due to bullying” – this bullet point is a fallacy. We’re thinking about implementing mandates
because something “COULD” happen? What about what WILL HAPPEN? I’d like to know the
background of the people on the BoH. What are their qualifications to be possibly implementing
measures that will affect my children’s development? I’d like to know which studies they’ve
read, what type of medicine they practice, what field of research they published in? Covid virus
is a virus, among one of the many thousands, that humanity lives with. It will NOT be
eradicated as it has animal reservoirs. Any masks or face covering outside of N95 masks is
theatrics. I speak as an ex-molecular biologist of over 10+ years in the research field in
academia and various experience in both research and clinical laboratory environments, and
experience in a BSL-2 lab as well. Many cheer the mandates of masks because this cheering
is stemmed from the basic human survival instinct. Many fear illness, hospitalizations, and
death for themselves and their family. The media is creating a fear-driven society and
disallowing us to use logic in lieu of fear (fear of being cancelled for speaking out against the
narrative, fear of losing one’s job, fear of being ostracized, etc.) to help humanity move
forward. I urge the people who have the latitude to implement mandates understand that
masks do not stop the spread of a virus. You are asking that developing children be subjected
to extremely elevated CO2 levels for HOURS PER DAY without ANY NOTION OR REGARD
ON HOW THAT WILL AFFECT DEVELOPMENT. We’ve already been through the summer and
one full week of schools in progress. Implementing masks now will be nothing more than
theatrics stemmed from the ill-informed, science illiterate, fearful parents. Parents should have
autonomy in how they raise their children and I urge you to NOT implement a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

327

I highly oppose mandating any form of masks or COVID vaccinations on our youth!

8/16/2021 10:40 AM
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328

No masks...

8/16/2021 10:40 AM

329

Forcing children to wear a dirty mask covering their nose and mouth for seven hours a day is
child abuse.

8/16/2021 10:39 AM

330

Please consider the science and the CDC guidelines masks work they limit infection they
protect people particularly our next generation of citizens

8/16/2021 10:38 AM

331

We support universal masking at schools to protect those children that are not eligible for the
vaccine and to protect their families. This should be a decision based on science and not
politics.

8/16/2021 10:38 AM

332

Why are we even considering letting politicians and Board members sign government
requirements against or for masking? They don’t understand the science and their decisions
are politically motivated in either case. We should be following tri county health and the CDC
for guidance. Period. Not parents’ opinions or the politicians/board members edicts/government
regulations. Additionally, if the Health experts/doctors and science say kids should mask in
order to stay safe, a handful of kids getting medical doctors to provide exceptions for certain
cases seems fine. But just people being angry is not a scientific way to keep kids safe. We
need to stop politicizing this and deal with it as a public health issue. Do what is right. I’m
changing my submission based on SCIENCE and the recommendations of hundreds of
doctors and scientists around the country. Keep our kids safe. Listen to the experts, stop
asking politicians and angry parents what we should do-we KNOW what we should do, it might
not be popular, but the health department already knows what is right. Follow the science. My
kids deserve to be safe at school. Thank you.
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Experts say the flu is more dangerous to children, and we would never put masks on children
for the flu. Adults can be vaccinated therefore they should be protected. Many experts also
say that masks can negatively affect a child’s development.
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Children do not contract or transmit the virus and less than .02 out of 100,000 are hospitalized.
Follow the science. Children learn from seeing each others faces, expressions, feelings,
laughter...they cannot learn properly with masks.
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I am writing today in support of a universal school mask mandate for all ages K-12. As a
parent of two middle schoolers who are almost fully vaccinated, data has shown that both
immunized and non-immunized can spread COVID-19. My kids school has zero mitigation
layers in place besides a new HVAC system. Multiple rallies have taken place and group
projects - with very few students wearing masks. My kids are definitely in the minority. No
social distancing, full classes and rallies, packed lunchrooms and gyms, and no masks are the
norm this year. One of my kids was exposed to COVID in the classroom two days last week.
Meanwhile, there are no mandatory quarantines or mandatory testing for anyone. There is no
stop-gap. There is no accountability. We have the time to put measures in place to protect all
of our children before it is too late. Please order a school mask mandate for all grade levels so
we can keep all of our kids in school safely. Masks do work, recommendations do not.
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TCHD, Thank you for considering the safety of our community. I respectfully request that you
mandate mask wearing for everyone in every Tri County school according to CDC guidelines
as long as the CDC guidelines are in place. The United States has trusted and followed the
CDC for health guidelines for a very long time. Now the world is faced with a new, dangerous
and rapidly mutating virus. While frustrating, the CDC necessarily continues to update
guidelines as the virus changes. It is only reasonable to expect TCHD mandates to keep up
with the CDC. As the health authority for our metro area, you are responsible for the health and
safety of adults and children in public institutions such as schools. Leaving this decision up to
school districts leaves the public you serve unprotected from your expertise and at the mercy
of educational leaders and public opinion. Unfortunately most of the districts irresponsibly
chose public favor over safety. Our founding fathers chose a republic for us knowing that the
masses don’t always know best. Some people in our county argue each individual should be
held responsible for their body. Until they are held liable for spreading disease, choice should
not extend past one’s own home. In public schools, individual choice to not wear a mask or be
vaccinated, affects everyone sharing that indoor air. As you know, masks are most effective at
preventing COVID outbreaks when worn by everyone. As you hold the legal health authority
over our county, I beg you to protect our children and school staff from this negligence, by
following the CDC. Attending public school safely in the United States safely is a right, not just
a choice. Based on the CDC and state health regulations, unvaccinated students are not
allowed to attend school in the event of a vaccine preventable disease outbreak. Now based
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on the CDC, TCHD needs to catch up and require masks to enter a school. Those unwilling to
follow CDC guidelines should be the ones unable to go to public school, not the
immunocompromised. Our Douglas County charter school, American Academy, has refused to
require masks without a health department authority mandate. The American Academy
leadership has repeatedly stated they will not follow any mask mandates from our school
district. In light of my family’s immunocompromised status and their policy, I requested health
accommodation to follow CDC guidelines. Their accommodation is to offer supplies for
homeschooling until my youngest is eligible for a vaccine. This communicates to me the
board’s intent to prioritize keeping children’s enrollment dollars over safety. My children should
not be subject to a substandard education because I’ve asked for CDC guidelines to be
followed. No Tri County family should not be forced to take economic hardship for a parent to
stay home from work to homeschool because a publicly funded charter school will not follow
CDC guidelines. While we chose to apply for the American Academy lottery eight years ago
and have loved this STEM school, we would gladly attend our neighborhood school. However
as it stands today, there are no in-person options in Douglas County that follow CDC
Guidelines. For most children, in person education has been proven to be the best education.
It should not be impossible to acquire a safe, equal opportunity public education that follows
CDC guidelines. Finally, we have seen across the country that mask mandates work.
Communities with mask mandates can keep schools open, keep the economy going, and most
importantly save lives. Please do the right thing and mandate masks in publicly funded
schools. Thank you, Danielle Buehler
337

Online services are available for those supporting mask mandate. There is no alternative for
those of us for no mask mandate!
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Please consider providing remote option for all the schools. Kids health is important than
anything else

8/16/2021 10:37 AM
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I do not support a universal mask mandate…masking children should be up to the parents…
there is no definitive studies to prove that the over the counter masks work and fir many
children it causes anxiety and depression.
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Please, please, for the safety of our kids continue to keep hand washing, surface washing and
extra cleaning in place. BUT to protect the mental health and social learning abilities keep
masks a personal choice for parents and children to make for what is best for each individual
and family.
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What scientific studies do you cite for masking of children
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Is it necessary to have elementary school children in masks?
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Let families decide if their children should wear a mask!
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To the Board of Health, I am a resident of Castle Rock and a parent of a child attending Clear
Sky Elementary. I am writing you today to protest the consideration of mandatory masks for
the Douglas County School district. As a father of two little girls, I felt that it was necessary to
voice my opposition on this issue. We are now at day 529 of 15 days to slow the spread. The
decisions of our elected officials as well as those of TCHD have resulted in a multitude of
negative impacts on our community notably the mental health of our children. Last week
marked my daughter’s first day of Kindergarten. She was so delighted to see the smiling faces
of her friends. It is absurd that you would consider forcing my daughter of 5 years old to wear a
face covering knowing the current death rate among children of her age. We will not accept
that our children be brought up in an environment where they are told that the air they breathe
might kill them. You as well as I understand that everything we do in life comes with risks. We
take a risk driving to work, crossing the street, swimming, taking an airplane, the list goes on.
It is time to accept personal responsibility for the daily risks we take each day without these
authoritarian mandates that organizations like yours impose on us and our children. These
mandates not only impact my children, but my extended family as well. Just last week I was
on the phone with my 15 year old brother who was in tears over the discomfort that these
lockdowns and masks have created. A 15 year old kid, not in the at risk population, forced to
miss out on his high school experience due to actions of individuals like yourself. I’ll keep this
brief as I am taking time out of my workday to express my discontent with this situation. I
implore you to reject masks mandates in Douglas County. I ask that you allow the parents
decide what is best for their children and that you give all people the right to choose for
themselves. Authoritarian mandates have never won over the hearts of anyone. Thank you for
your consideration, Sean Donald McCarthy 2410 Morningview Lane Castle Rock, CO
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345

Rapid home tests are easily accessible now, why is testing not required? This past Friday, I
volunteered in my child's 5th-grade classroom! It was wonderful being back in a classroom and
seeing the students thriving. 4 students were wearing face coverings, none were worn properly.
Mask #1 was a mesh sports mask so the child could still breathe - this provides zero
protection. Mask #2 was so disgustingly dirty and wet - no one should have this on their face.
Mask #3 was worn under the child’s chin. Mask #4 was a homemade cloth mask worn under
the child nose and removed to talk. I'm all for allowing people the choice to wear a mask if they
desire but this false sense of security that wearing one of these masks protects you is
ridiculous.

8/16/2021 10:35 AM
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Absolutely NO masks. This is not something that I feel is good for kids or adults. The stress
of having to mask far outweighs the benefits. At what point in time do we just have to live with
this like we do the flu. And, masking because not everyone gets vaccinated is not fair to those
of us who chose to.
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Good Morning Tri-County Health Board, Thank you for taking comments. Please consider not
forcing a face mask regulation on all of our children. Face masks accomplish nothing with
regards to improving their medical safety. I am mechanical engineer by degree and work with
dimensions on a daily basis. The simple truth is you have a virus that is dimensionally smaller
than what a N95 mask can stop. To further clarify this, the length, width, and height of the
virus particle will pass through the fabric of the N95 mask. N95 masks are considered HEPA
masks and are superior to the typical, less expensive, surgical masks which are far more
commonly used in stopping particulates. None of these have weaving tight enough to stop the
size of this virus. Fabric face masks are far more worse off in stopping the virus. The only
thing that can stop this virus from entering our children, and teachers, are HAZMAT suits
which are sealed and have a dedicated air supply. This makes no sense doing this. This is the
reason why the legal departments for mask suppliers have a disclaimer on their products that
they will not stop the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Their lawyers are highly aware of the risk of them
being sued by someone who was a dedicated user of their masks and ended up getting sick. I
would like for this board to consider reaching out to the mask manufacturers legal teams to
gain a better understanding of why their lawyers are stating their products will not stop the
virus. I would also like to know from the board the studies being presented to them in favor of
using masks on children (or adults) and exactly how they are effective. I would like to
understand the RATIONAL logic of those mask studies. As a mechanical engineer physical
dimensions are very simply, physical dimensions. There is no other reality that changes the
size of the virus and the physical dimensions a mask can stop. I have not discussed my
personal experiences here with the performance or other issues of wearing masks while
working in petroleum coke, coal, granulized sulfur, and silica environments. Mask fitment for
proper protection is a whole separate subject. Fitment is extremely important for the
effectiveness of a mask, if the mask is rated for the particle size. There is no way you are
teaching elementary kids to consistently fit a mask with this type of detail to make sure they
properly work, even if they could stop the virus. Knowing and understanding the above mask
information, knowing that kids from ages +0 to 19 years of age have a 0.003% possibility of
dying from infection (American Council of Science and Health), why would we force them to
wear a mask? There is no RATIONAL logic behind it. There is only IRRATIONAL and
EMOTIONAL FEAR driving people to mask children. I don’t want irrational and emotionally
compromised people dictating what my children must wear in the classroom. Thank you for
reading these comments and taking them into consideration. This virus and mask debate
which is being presented is like a US Marine hiding behind a chainlink fence to protect
themselves from bullet’s during a battle. May rational and logical decisions prevail with our
children’s future. Best regards, Bill Halley
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There should be exemptions that make sense( triggers migraines etc) for those who cannot
wear a mask. Face sheilds and protective plastic dividers should be considered when
someone cannot wear a mask. Re evaluation of policy should be made when vaccine becomes
available to children under 12.
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I
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Masks & vaccinations have been proven to be inconsequential to children. No masks & no
vaccinations.
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Our children have suffered enough over the last year and a half. Of the over 75 MILLION
children under that age of 18 in this country, only 400 have died over the course of this
pandemic. Of those 400 every single one of them had a severe underlying condition. The vast
majority of children are not at risk dying of this disease. Not only do mask mandates do virtual
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nothing to prevent the spread of covid19 they also send a message to our children that they
are the problem when they are in fact the safest among us. At this point, every adult in the
country has had the opportunity to take it upon themselves to get vaccinated if they chose to.
It is not the job pf TriCounty Health to police our children to protect adults who have made a
personal health choice not to get vaccinated. Teachers have had ample opportunity to get
themselves vaccinated if they wish to be. I support allowing parents to make individual health
choices for their own children; this is a free country and we do not want or need unelected
officials deciding how to parent our children. The CDC has recently suggested that cloth
masks are not effective at preventing the spread of covid19; only N95 & KN95 masks prevent
the spread. Most children wear cloth masks; not only that, most young children won't be able
to wear any mask properly for an entire school day. Since that is the case mandating masks
for small children is utterly pointless. KN95 masks are extremely expensive and most families
will not be able to afford to replace their child's KN95 mask after every use which also will
make this potential mask mandate ineffective. I also want to ask how TriCounty Health
expects the teachers to enforce a potential mask mandate. Are we going to be expelling 5 year
olds from kindergarten for not wearing their masks correctly the entire day? Are we going to
expect our teachers to be constantly patrolling every child's mask? If so how is that going to
do anything but take away their focus from actually teaching our children? Let the parents
decide how to their children without mandating masks in schools. Our children's future is on
the line here. Mental health and suicide should be MUCH bigger concerns to TriCounty Health
than covid19. Suicide is unfortunately more likely to kill children in our state than covid19; it's
the leading cause of death in children in Colorado. That tragic fact alone should be enough to
prevent TCHD from masking our children. Kids need to be able to read facial expressions,
breath freely and see smiles on the faces of others. Please make the right decision and allow
our children to get back to as close to normal as possible. They need and deserve that from
TCHD.
352

Please consider that our youngest children (my girls are in kindergarten and 4th) have not had
access to the vaccine. Not mandating masks for teachers and other students creates the ver
really opportunity to have a higher rate of transmission. A schools job is to keep our kids safe
while educating them. Until there is a vaccine we need to keep those kids not eligible safe.
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Oppose mask mandates
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Research has shown that children are not at significant risk from covid and everyone over the
age of 12 have had significant opportunity to receive vaccine. Just recently, even those who
feel they are at greater risk are able to walk-in to almost any pharmacy in the state and receive
a third-dose instantly without an appointment. It doesn't seem necessary to continue to force
our children to mask, especially at a younger age where non-verbal communication is of the
utmost importance. Everyone has a personal decision to mask or to send their child in a mask.
This should be the standard and remain that way for the foreseeable future. With regards to
bullying, we can't expect that forcing all children to wear a mask is an appropriate response to
any bullying issue. I believe there is equal judgement directed to the unmasked by kids who
choose to mask as there is towards the masked by children who are unmasked. This is a
perfect opportunity to teach children important lessons in acceptance of others and personal
responsibility. There are a multitude of reasons kids bully and are bullied and the act is what
should be addressed, not the cause. We are mandating certain wardrobe choices or hair styles
for children in order to avoid some being picked on for their choices. It is a poor strategy to
attempt to change the potential behavior of children by just mandating one element of life.
Also, below in this submission on Question 4 you ask "How do you feel about masking in
indoor school settings?" There are three responses that force the respondent into a hard-line
approach of universal masking, universal under 11 or none at all. What response that is
missing, and maybe it is by design, is the very reasonable response of "I support the
individual's right to choose what is best for them and/or their family." I would choose that
option since it is the most reasonable approach at this point, let each and every one decide
how they would like to live their life. A renewed forced masking of children under 11 will result
in a boycott of public education, like myself, many parents have a choice where to send their
children. While some parents may not have that choice and must send their children to public
schools, its those parents that should be given this choice, the choice to decide what is best
for their family and their children.
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Masking should be at the decision of the parent.
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Besides telling us that science will be followed, will you please include the exact studies and
statistics and data that is being looked at, discussed and basing decisions upon? Are you
evaluating opposing science data research from multiple avenues or strictly basing off CDC
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guidelines? If multiple research is being collected, would you release the information as to
what and where research is being collected and discussed?
357

Masks are HARMFUL for the health of our kids. They cause bacterial pneumonia, and lack of
oxygen in their blood and brain. Masking kids is -child ABUSE, period!
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I want to keep my 8 year old as safe as possible until he's eligible for the vaccine.

8/16/2021 10:31 AM
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Parents are the best prepared to determine whether or not a child should wear a mask while at
school. The science promoting mask mandates is weak, and there is little research into the
effects of long term masking on a child's physical and psychological well-being. If there is a
serious outbreak, individual schools and the parents in those schools should be able to
determine the best course of action. A blanket mandate across multiple counties, not
accommodating for individual schools or individual students, should not be supported.
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I would encourage the board to resist reinstating a mask policy in our schools. Over the course
of the last year, we have seen that not only do the majority of people recover from COVID19,
but that children are the least likely to contract or spread it. With such a minimal risk present,
masks seem unnecessary. Also what kind of psychological effects will prolonged mask
wearing have on kids? It is time to let children be children. We cannot live in fear.
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My two kids are too young to vaccinate for COVID and attend Larkspur Elementary in DCSD.
Less than 10% of the students are choosing to wear a mask indoors and I have been SICK
with WORRY since school started. PREVENTION is what's needed because it's just a matter
of time before kids are sick. We need to do the right thing to protect kids who can't vaccinate
yet! It is your job to help protect these kids! Don't let them get sick because people don't want
to believe the science!
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Each family/child should have a choice to decide if they wear a mask. The same as getting
vaccinated. Those who went through the process to vaccinate their children if eligible to have a
normal year should have that option.

8/16/2021 10:28 AM
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Please mandate masking for the sake of a more rapid return to normalcy, preventing a return to
school-from-home and as a precaution against potential illness in our young children.
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Children are less likely to get sick from COVID but they do get sick. Just today the rate of
minors being hospitalized across the county due to COVID are higher today than they have
ever been since the pandemic began and we have not seen the full impact of schools being
open or entered cold weather season. There are over 2,000 children hospitalized and many are
in the ICU. I do not understand how we have lost the sense of community to help combat this
virus with every tool possible. Last year the message that we were hearing was that the
remote learning was causing mental health issues for children which was a fact. We are now
back to in person learning for the benefit of those very same children, and now the only two
issues that I seem to be hearing in opposition to masking, which is a tool that will clearly help
the in-person learning stay in tack is 1) mental health issue of children wearing masks, and 2)
the right/freedom to choose to wear a mask. As for the right to choose to wear a mask, it
almost seems silly to even address that any longer. We have many examples of safety
regulations, i.e. speed limits, seat belts, drunk driving, etc. In addition, not wearing a mask has
the potential of hurting those who cannot yet get vaccinated, the immunocompromised, and
the general population overall - truly is no longer a talking point. I haven't really heard any
statistics on mental health being impacted by the wearing of a mask. One thing that I can
understand might be the an actual mental health issue for children is any form of bullying for
those children who choose to wear a mask. If all children are wearing a mask then there is
equality amongst everyone. It doesn't take much to understand the situation this country is
facing with a fourth wave hitting some areas of the country very hard and impacting the
availability of ICU beds and health care staffing. When the pandemic first took hold in early
2020, Douglas County didn't feel that it would ever reach our county, yet it did. Perhaps not as
severe as other areas of the county, but still had an impact. As contagious as this variant
(future variants) is/are, it seems counter-intuitive not to do as much as we can to put ourselves
in the best position of public safety and safety for our children. Wearing a mask for all doesn't
impact the openness of the County or the economy/livelihood of our community. It seems the
better answer than to risk the lives of anyone, and children in particular is maximum safety. To
not do so what be for what real reason? It would be tragic to have made the choice for personal
choice sake, and then have to live with consequence. That bell will not be able to be un-rung
and the personal risk too great.
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I don’t believe kids should have to wear masks. My son just graduated. Worst senior year
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ever. Two of my grandkids got covid last year with masking in place. The other two spent
numerous days stuck at home because of exposure. So if they had mask on, how were they
exposed??? I run a in home child care. Open all through covid. No masks. Just lots of
cleaning & hand washing. Out of 8 families, not one of us got covid. Kids need to be kids &
feel safe & be able to interact with each other.
366

Strongly support mask wearing for teachers students visitors with so many unvaccinated
children. And this new Delta Variant that is more contagious We want our kids safe and have
them in school. The masks protect others .
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Please put the children’s health first and require masks. They don’t have a vaccine and Delta
affects children. If 12 and under had a vaccine then make masks optional but for now they
need masks.
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I do not want my children to be wearing masks in school, masks do not protect, if it is hard for
adults to wear them for children it is way harder, very unhealthy, and promotes other diseases,
headaches lack of oxygen, and overall normal way of living to our children. People should have
a choice of their own, if they are afraid, let them wear whatever they want.
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Why put children at risk? If the kids are more resilient, but they bring home the virus it can kill
someone else. Make it mandatory, it does nothing to harm a child. Why should my kid suffer
and get a virus if another family thinks it hinders their “freedom”. Please think logically, stop
spreading a virus, continue to educate the children in person, and all get along regardless.
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Please don’t force our kids to wear masks! It should be a choice and not forced.
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My kids are studying in DCSD charter school. I have a high risk kid at home. According to me
mask mandate alone will not stop the spreading of delta variant. All Covid protocols set by
tricounty is not enough or sufficient enough to save the kids from covid 19 and especially delta
variant which is very contagious. Please make masks as mandate for kids staff visitors who
come to school, teachers, indoors as well as outside the school. No one follows in school
greatly since it’s a parent choice. 80% of the parents also visit the school without masks only.
Practically, it is not possible to expect kids from 3 to 10 year old to wear masks 😷
continuously for 8 hours in school. They have snacks time lunch time recess time and they
tend to remove a little bit for inhaling air . CDC and governor saying you can’t expect vaccine
until near soon. So how long are you planning to make a 3 year old or 5 year old or 8 year old
to wear masks for how many days ... 365 days till covid vaccines arrive... will tri county board
of members can wear the masks for 365 days and continuously 8 hours a day . There are
more chances of kids forgetting to put the mask again. They are 3 and 5 year old kid. Do you
want them to suffer with this deadly disease for the debate and differing opinions we have.
Please understand the pressure and you are forcing us to send kids to school since we don’t
have an option at all from schools. I have high risk kid at home and Please bring vaccination a
must for all staffs, students above 11, teachers. If masks mandate becomes a debate and it
becomes aggressive topic, please give home based learning program in DCSD schools
including charter school. Please bring social distancing a must for kids below 10 years, delta
variant is surging and spreads among kids quickly , and contracts irrespective of vaccinated or
not vaccinated parents are really concerned and not happy with the covid protocols set by tri
county. The infected individual/student / staff / teacher / will be isolated only for 10 days ans
they return to school by not evening taking rtpcr which shows negative. After 10 days they
would be still positive, if they return to school the chances of spreading to other kids is more.
It s a delta variant. Tri county board of members also have kids and please understand the
pain of a parent. Please make schools to give choices like home based learning/ independent
learning program / asynchronous learning program and allow schools to give some choices for
a parent. It’s like I am sending my child to a war zone everyday. More than mental or
physiological health , kid’s physical health is more important. Please show some mercy on the
smaller ones. Delta variant had made to loose their loved ones in other countries. Tri county
has to understand the serious loss that delta variant brings to be it kid , parent , friend or any
family member. Please recommend schools to give home based learning program. That would
be best option for the situation right now.

8/16/2021 10:26 AM
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On April 24, 2020 the FDA issued an EUA letter to all “Manufacturers of Face Masks; Health
Care Personnel; Hospital Purchasing Departments and Distributors; and Any Other
Stakeholders,” allowing manufacturers to produce cloth and non-surgical face masks to sell
and distribute to the general public and health care practitioners, so long as, “[the] product is
not labeled in such a manner that would misrepresent the product’s intended use; for example,
the labeling must not state or imply that the product is intended for antimicrobial or antiviral
protection or related uses or is for use such as infection prevention or reduction[.]” Thus, by
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the FDA’s own admission, face masks such as those in common use by the public are not
intended to protect the wearer or others from the COVID-19 virus, as they do not prevent or
reduce infection.
373

Children are NOT at high risk for having serious complications related to COVID nor are they
likely to be hospitalized or die from COVID. Every single adult in this country has had the
opportunity to be vaccinated and the efficacy of the vaccine has proven to be effective.
Masking whether in schools or elsewhere is futile at this point. The public was told that if we
vaccinate ourselves we can get back to normalcy. That was a lie.
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My main concern here is that you are allowing parents to make the decision to mask or not.
When most people don’t understand or are unwilling to understand the severity of what could
be the situation. I’ve heard from multiple parents that they gave that option to their kids. And it
would appear because of the kids friends the kids aren’t wearing the masks because they don’t
want to feel out of place. After seeing children rates skyrocket across the country I feel the
only option to save our community is the wear masks in school for all kids 12 and under, as
well as for all kids 12 and over who haven’t been vaccinated. But I hope you can find the data
to back this yourself.

8/16/2021 10:25 AM
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Please have our unvaccinated children wear masks. There are zero children’s icu beds in
Texas and we don’t want to follow that trend. Also, if your child is in a car accident or
developed another illness there won’t be a bed or staff for that child. America academy of
pediatrics supports this decision and this has ZERO impact on their psychological well-being.
Sometimes you think of the greater good and not just about one person.
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According to my pediatrician, mask wearing for children is ineffective as they do not wear them
properly. For effective mask wearing one must wash their hands before putting their mask on,
wash their hands before taking it off and can not touch it while it is on the face. This is
absolutely not the case for children and most adults for that matter. I have 4 young children
who are active in the community and in sports. They are not wearing masks anywhere else;
nor are other children that are out at the stores and malls. What sense would it make to mask
them all up during the school day and no where else? Based on my observations at two
different elementary schools and a middle school last week for back 2 school nights and
supply drop offs practically NO ONE was wearing a mask. Parents or kids! That’s a clear sign
that people are NOT for mask wearing in the schools. Children are not dying or being
hospitalized from this virus. Follow the data and let parents make their own choices regarding
the issue. The reality is most children will get Covid-19 at some point. Let’s treat it like the flu
and keep children home when they’re sick and let other children continue going to school to
learn and let us all move on from this!

8/16/2021 10:25 AM

377

It should not be up to a select few unelected board members to determine what is “best” for my
children. If masks are effective based Science, let those that believe in the efficacy of the
masks wear them. However, to mandate masking to the entire student population regardless of
vaccination status or infection rate is contrary to logic particularly when weighing the costs and
benefits across the student body. In fact, masks likely cause greater harm than the effects of
COVID infection. If something must be mandated, how about more exercise or better nutrition;
these would be much more effective long term.

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

378

I am a physician and have been seeing sicker adults and kids. Until they can get the vaccine,
we need to protect them. Being a physician, I have to do no harm. As a health department
official, this is also your job. I’m tired of people being afraid of the anti mask anti vaccine
crowd. I wear a mask for 12 hours a day not just to protect myself, but to protect everyone
else as it’s my job. The child with leukemia deserves an education. The child with a mother
undergoing chemo for cancer deserves a safe education. The ONLY way to prevent outbreaks
is to mask up, otherwise kids will be home quarantining all the time. Please do not let the
conspiracy theory bullies fill this comment section with lies. These lies are causing parents to
make bad choices with lives at stake. I know of two teachers at a local elementary school who
are not vaccinated yet still don’t wear a mask to protect our children. This reckless
endangerment of our children’s lives has to stop. The hospitalization and case numbers speak
for themselves. There’s no way in good conscious that you can go against CDC and AAP
guidelines with cases on their upward trajectory.

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

379

We do not support making kids in school.

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

380

Please make masks mandatory in our k-5 schools. We don’t have the option of vaccinated our
children and until then the experts (CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics to name a few)
have strongly encouraged anyone unvaccinated to be in masks. They have compared the
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Delta virus to ChickenPox as how contagious it is. At this stage of the game, we don’t know
the long term effects of covid and we certainly do know that children are not immune from this
virus. There is truly NO reason (except political reasons) to not make masks mandatory. The
argument that it is a mental health issue is not valid….what about the mental health issue
when a child contracts covid and is isolated from their peers and treated as if they have the
plague when they return to the classroom?? Isn’t that a stronger mental health issue than
wearing a piece of cloth on their face. I think the bigger mental health issue is not allowing our
children to be in school. What about asking the people who refuse to wear a mask a home
school option….but let the kids who are willing to protect their fellow classmates the ability to
be in the classroom. I have also heard that it violates our freedom as an excuse….this one
really gets me upset. We know that covid is airborne and contagious….we also know that
mask work if everyone is wearing them….don’t the people who refuse to wear a mask violate
MY freedom?!?! My freedom to remain healthy?! This is a very contentious issue….but at the
end, it is a public health crisis and if we don’t want to be having this same debate next
year.,..let’s do the right thing, mask up and when all ages are able to get vaccinated then it will
be the survival of the fittest…..until then I BEG you to make make mandatory for our children!
Thank you!
381

I support masking in indoor school setting .

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

382

Please make masks mandate for all schools especially care providers of kids 12 and under in
schools/ daycare and other recreational facilities. It is a very important the children are
protected to avoid surge of covid cases among children especially since they are not
vaccinated and highly vulnerable. Also vaccines should be made compulsory for all
teachers/care givers working with children. I request the Board of health as a helpless
desperate parent to please take action and help us parents protect kids. It is terrifying to send
my child to child care knowing there is a risk of exposure though me and my husband are fully
vaccinated.

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

383

Every citizen, including school aged children, need to wear a mask to stop the spread of Covid
19 and to protect our unvaccinated children and vulnerable people. It is a small sacrifice for the
larger good!

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

384

I request/support wearing the mask in all indoor school settings

8/16/2021 10:24 AM

385

I work with middle and high school kids and have been encouraging mask use by all to protect
the younger kids who are not eligible for vaccinations as well as the kids whose health
conditions prevent them getting vaccinated. Students are very understanding and want to do
their best to keep our community safe when they understand their role in protecting those who
need help.

8/16/2021 10:23 AM

386

I’m the grandmother of two boys at Gold Rush. I know I don’t live in their county and they
aren’t my kids, but the anxiety of seeing my grandkids in an unmasked classroom is real.
Besides the danger of them getting Covid, I’m also concerned about the possibility or
probability of them having to quarantine and miss out on in person learning short term, or
worse, the chance the school goes remote. I helped my son with remote learning last year
since he and their mom had to work. It was a very hard and frustrating experience for all. And
at the end of the day, I just wondered how effective it all was. Universal masking in school
could prevent remote learning and keep everyone healthy. Thank you for your consideration of
my opinion.

8/16/2021 10:23 AM

387

Parents, students, and even some teachers are not following the strong recommendation to
mask those 12 and under. Approximately, 30% of the children at Northridge are masked by my
last count. Please mandate masks for children under 12, not only to protect the children, but
also to protect their families.

8/16/2021 10:23 AM

388

Please follow the science and the CDC and protect our young children from this Delta variant.
We owe it to our children to protect them, after all they have gone through, and especially with
how close they are to being able to get vaccinated.

8/16/2021 10:22 AM

389

Please save the children

8/16/2021 10:22 AM

390

My 5th grade daughter attends SkyView Academy in the Douglas County School District. We
love our school. Last year she spent the entirety of her 4th grade at home remote learning. We
felt it was the best way to keep her safe. We were excited to send her back this year so she
could be in class for the first time in well over a year. She wears a mask every day. She knows
WHY she is wearing a mask…. But she also knows that she is of the minority. Our leadership
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at the school made strong recommendations for all students to wear masks, but if it’s not
mandated, most won’t wear them. The science has proven that the benefit of wearing masks is
to protect others around you in case you are infected with Covid-19. Many people, especially
those vaccinated, may have very mild symptoms or be asymptomatic, and won’t know they
are sick. My daughter’s health, and ALL kids aged 11 and younger are still at great risk of
contracting Covid, because they CANNOT be vaccinated yet. I understand that children often
do not have serious illness with Covid, but SOME DO! I do NOT want to take a chance with
my daughter’s health or her life. I don’t understand why right now, when Covid is surging once
again, because of the Delta variant, we would leave our children completely unprotected, when
ALL last year every child had to wear a mask. We are SO close to getting emergency use
authorization for vaccinations for kids under 12 years old. Why are we not protecting them until
after that time?? Every day that I send her to school is a risk. I know there are a lot of parents
that are adamant about keeping their kids unmasked, but those are also the parents that want
schools to be open and have in-person learning. If our kids are unmasked there will be a higher
spread of Covid and more quarantines. To keep our kids IN school we all have to do our part.
My daughter will be wearing her mask every day for the benefit of all those around her. We just
ask the same of everyone else. PLEASE mandate masks in schools!!
391

As someone that spent every day of last year in person with kids in a school setting, I can
attest to the disruption of the education of students that masking has caused. Masking is not a
normal part of the human experience and the kids know this. It gets in the way of the essential
human connection needed between teachers and students and between a student and their
peers. We will continue to lose valuable years of education if we persist living in fear. Our kids
are not a high risk population. They are not even a medium risk population but we are letting
our fears manifest themselves on the children that desperately need to be in person, seeing
the faces of their classmates and teachers. While students are not in a high risk population for
complications from COVID, they are absolutely at a high risk for mental health issues and
even suicide. The attitude change in a masked student to seeing a student without a mask
cannot be understated. You may not think that masking and mental health have a connection
but as someone who is with the students daily, it absolutely does. Please let parents and
students make their own choices around masking and let's focus our efforts on those at high
risk for COVID instead of needlessly masking children under the illusion that this will somehow
control an uncontrollable virus.

8/16/2021 10:22 AM

392

I don’t believe that wearing masks to school should be mandated by the school board

8/16/2021 10:21 AM

393

I would rather be overly-cautious by requiring masks in order to protect the students and staff.
An outbreak that results in school closure is much worse than just wearing masks.

8/16/2021 10:21 AM

394

I support universal masking for all students under age 11 as they are ineligible to receive the
vaccine. My 8 year old son has asthma that is exacerbated by illness. He is one of about 4
kids in his class of 20 who wears his mask. Sometimes he does not wear it because he says
it is uncomfortable and "nobody else is doing it". It would give me peace of mind knowing
masks could be enforced by school staff until we get a vaccine. I feel like kids will be in and
out of school with how the Delta variant is raging. Thank you for your consideration.

8/16/2021 10:21 AM

395

No more masks in school.

8/16/2021 10:21 AM

396

I am writing as a pediatrician and mother of 3 school age children. I want kids to stay and in
school this year. They need in person learning for so many reasons. The best way to achieve
this goal is to put as many layers of protection around them as we can. Universal masking will
not only decrease the spread of COVID in our schools, but also decrease the need to
quarantine those kids who have contact with COVID at school. I know the reality of this
disease and have sadly seen the mental health impact it has had on our youth. It's not the
masks that causing higher levels of depression, anxiety and suicide in our kids, it's the
isolation. Please in the interest of keeping kids in school this year initiate a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 10:21 AM

397

I think masking is a choose but should be taught the dangers of wearing a mask. Social
anxiety, fear of people, fear of killer someone by breathing in them can have long term mental
trauma. If masks are ever required again then our family will pull our children from public
school and look for an alternative educational route.

8/16/2021 10:20 AM

398

I do not support masks with my vaccination.

8/16/2021 10:18 AM

399

I think it is important for children who are unable to be vaccinated to have some sort of
additional protection (ie masks). Masks will not be nearly as effective when only two children in
a classroom are wearing them because people have been given the option whether or not to
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wear them. It puts the children who are wearing them at a greater risk. If no one else is willing
to wear them to help protect others, maybe they should choose the virtual schooling option. I
also find it crazy that teachers who are vaccinated are not required to wear them. I personally
feel like they should be setting an example for the children by wearing one regardless and
wanting to help protect the children. Just because they are vaccinated does not mean they are
immune to getting Covid, nor giving it to our children.
400

Under no circumstances should masks be mandated for children in schools. This should be a
personal choice. CDC data from August 6th, 2021 says children ages 0-17 have a 99.985%
chance of surviving COVID. For perspective, children of those same ages have a 99.997%
chance of surviving the flu. Per the CDC. This virus has minuscule to zero impact on children,
therefore there is no reason to make them wear masks. Further, studies have shown that
children do not wear masks properly to even have an impact. Children need to see other
children’s faces to positively impact their mental health, and to progress in their linguistic
learning. I strongly oppose mask mandates for our children. Lastly, I’d like to see the scientific
level 1 randomized controlled trials and/or clinical studies that show masks prevent the spread
of COVID-19 in children ages 0-17. If data can’t be provided to support a mask mandate then
we don’t need a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 10:18 AM

401

My kids more likely to die driving to school than COVID. Stop putting fear into these kids and
parents. The mental and physical health damage (lack of exercise) needs to stop.

8/16/2021 10:18 AM

402

I am in full support of a universal mask mandate. My son is in 1st grade and not allowed to
use hand sanitizer in class (per teacher request due to a medical condition). Without an ability
to easily disinfect his hands and the majority of the class not required to wear masks, there's
nothing stopping COVID from running through his class like wildfire. We've asked him to wear
a mask in class, but the stigma of being one of only a few in his class to be wearing one is a
terrible thing to place on a 6 year old trying to make new friends in a new classroom.

8/16/2021 10:17 AM

403

As a mother of a son with a speech delay it is detrimental to his development to wear masks
while in school. I unequivocally am OPPOSED to masking our children

8/16/2021 10:17 AM

404

It should be fully up to each parent to make decisions regarding their childrens health and
mandating masks again takes away any parents right to decide whats best for their children

8/16/2021 10:17 AM

405

Please consider making masks compulsory for anyone entering school premises. With the
growing number of cases it will help to keep kids and staff safe!

8/16/2021 10:17 AM

406

Young kids are not high risk for covid complications. I do not support a requirement for masks.
I support personal choice for masks. I support children’s mental health growth with being able
to express themselves and learn to see other children’s and teachers expressions that will help
them develop the socialization skills needed for life.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

407

Dear Tri County Board of Health and Dr. Douglas, I very much appreciate the opportunity to
comment on the suggested masking requirements. Please do not implement a universal
masking order on all schools or even just for children under 12. 1) First of all, the survey scale
construction below provides zero nuance. It's "universal" or "none under any circumstances"?!
Are those the only real options? Is this really how Tri-County Health Department arrives as
healthcare solutions? I have to say this significantly undercuts my respect for the Tri-County.
2) Multiple studies have clearly demonstrated that mortality from covid of young people (18
years of age and younger) is lower than the flu and RSV! (Yes, I am aware that this measure is
dependent upon severity of flu strains that are emergent during any particular influenza
season.) 3) Masking of supervising adults and other small children MASSIVELY impacts
emotional and linguistic development of small children! 90% of human communication comes
from the face and body. Children learn by imitation for goodness sake! 4) Non-fitted standard
masks provide little to no benefit under the best of circumstances. They are next to useless
for small children who wear them inconsistently. 5) Children are not significant vectors of covid
to adults. (Please don't quote the Israeli study. It does not demonstrate this.) Children's
cytokine response, limited as it is, doesn't include significant respiratory involvement. What
that means is they don't cough very much at all when symptomatic. A blanket masking order
will definitely damage children while at best providing very limited reduction of the spread or
impact of covid. This effort seems to be driven by politics and not medicine. Please do NOT
implement a universal masking order on all schools or just for children under 11.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

408

No Vaccinations/No Masks

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

409

The rational for forcing or even recommending our children to wear masks is highly

8/16/2021 10:16 AM
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questionable. I believe the harm outweighs the benefits and is downright abuse to enforce this
on them.
410

Mask

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

411

Where is the evidence to support children wearing masks? Teacher’s unions are corrupt and
are using masking as a measure to control the population. Masks are detrimental to mental
health and learning. There is no scenario that children, or anyone for that matter, should be
REQUIRED to wear a face covering. If someone wishes to wear a mask, fine, but my family
will not be.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

412

We moved here from another town that did not implement masks and had zero cases of covid
within the school. Masks are not allowing our children to learn facial cues and is confusing this
vulnerable development.

8/16/2021 10:16 AM

413

Masking children is the decision of the parents. There are health and emotional wellness
concerns that are more pressing issues to school age children than complications due to
Covid. I also do not appreciate that the issue of bullying has been leveraged here. My
experience has been that our school is not successful in stopping bullying. To capitulate to
mask wearing to avoid bullying is self indicting. We all know the schools can’t stop it one way
or the other. Coronavirus is a reality we will never eradicate and if a person feels vulnerable
being potentially exposed or cannot receive the vaccine then they are responsible for their own
well being. It is not the job of our children to bear their burden. Do not enact mask wearing
measures. I marvel at the public panic and outcry over the pandemic and yet many seem
perfectly comfortable standing in line at Hobby Lobby, Walmart, or Target buying completely
unnecessary things and exposing themselves to a virus, yet when it comes to a demographic
that is not at high risk we consider imposing greater restrictions as they participate in what we
should consider a necessary endeavor, namely education. I know parents on both sides of this
issue and I do not find fault with either of them. If masking is your preferred method of
protection, please feel free! If it is not, feel free to decline. These are intelligent parents and
they should have the freedom to protect their children as they see fit.

8/16/2021 10:15 AM

414

Before I get to refuting your “rationale” provided for this mask madnate, let me summarize it for
you here at the top, since you probably won’t read much further than this anyway: With this
mask mandate, are you saying my children must wear a mask that doesn’t work to stop a
virus less serious to them than historical respiratory risks, until they can get a vaccine they
don’t need that fails to prevent transmission to teachers and parents who have already been
vaccinated? Is that where we’re at? Your “rationale” provided for this mask mandate is dubious
at best. - “Masking provides protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social
distancing. “ I am assuming that “those unable to vaccinate” is referring to the children
themselves. We have been told time and time again that masking is to designed to protect
others from the spread of the virus YOU yourself may be carrying, not to provide protection
from the virus for the wearer. If the aim is to protect the wearer, this is not backed by any
science whatsoever. Why do you place so much faith in the piece of cloth you want to force
our kids to wear that we got at Target? That piece of cloth has not stopped this virus from
spreading and it is not going to stop this virus from spreading now. If “those unable to
vaccinate” refers to others who have chosen to not be vaccinated, then who are you to force
my kids into intervening in those people’s choices? Taking this vaccine is and should be a
choice, and your own data shows over 70% of people in Douglas County have chosen to be
vaccinated. Those people who have not have weighed the risks of the vaccine and the virus
and chosen not to. Why are you forcing my kids to intervene in their decision? My kids don’t
deserve to be put in the middle of that argument. You dragging them into that issue, if thats
what this is about, is reprehensible. People have made their choice on the vaccine. Get over it.
- Another “rationale” is the impact on secondary spread. If my child somehow catches the virus
in school, and spreads it someone else, particularly in the Tri-County and Metro Denver area,
the likelihood is that they are spreading it to someone who already has taken the vaccine. Will
that person get sick? Yes, possibly. But vaccines have never been designed to stop someone
from getting sick, but they are designed to stop someone being hospitalized and dying. In that
regard, vaccines are working! Data around the country and around the globe and even your
own data shows that deaths have been decoupled from cases - even if someone who is
vaccinated gets sick, they are not dying at nearly the same rate as before. Not only is that
because of the vaccine, but because we now know how to better treat those who have severe
illness and had to go to the hospital. For all the talk of this Delta variant, far fewer people are
going to the hospital with it, many more people are walking out of the hospital than before, and
far fewer people are dying because of it. Your own data also shows that for the duration of this
pandemic, there have been 5 deaths of anyone younger than 18 years old in the entire Tri-
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County areas. Based on this, my child has a greater risk of getting struck by lightning, dying in
a car crash, and dying in a plane crash than they do of dying from this virus. I should be
empowered to weigh the risks for them and make a decision as their parent as to what steps I
choose to take to mitigate the risk in their lives. I am their parent, you are a bureaucracy - stay
out of the choices I make for kids. - Another “rationale” cited is “enhanced in person learning
and time out of class due to isolation and outbreaks” First of all, this reads as a threat, as if
there is some trade off here between in person learning and masking. That is a completely
disgusting way to get people to do what you want them to do. The highest level of spread of
this virus occurred around October-November 2020 in Colorado. At the time, kids were not in
school 5 days a week, entire classrooms were being quarantined due to a positive case, and
everyone was wearing masks. And somehow you want us to believe that getting kids to wear a
mask or go to school via a Zoom call will somehow stop the spread now? No, its pretty clear
that this virus is going to do what it is going to do, and based on this “rationale” of hanging a
“masks or we are sending them home” choice over our heads, it becomes pretty clear you are
using it as a means to continue to drive fear and hold people under your thumb in a dictatorial
way. Why did the virus continue to spread despite all those measures back in November 2020?
Because as soon as these kids step off school grounds, they are taking their mask off and
going to their friends house, going other places with the same friends and classmates that they
have in school, and try as you might, you are not going to stop that. You are not going to stop
kids from being around their friends and in community with one another when they are not in
situations that force them to wear a mask. Isolating people did not stop the spread of the virus.
Quarantining entire classrooms did not stop the spread of the virus. Forcing kids to wear a
mask in school did not stop the spread of the virus, and forcing these things upon them again
amounts to nothing but a pacifier for your political conscience. The final “rationale” you give is
it could reduce mental health stress and bullying of mask wearers. This is the most ridiculous
“rationale” of them all. What about the mental health stress you are causing my child by forcing
them to do something they don’t want to do? What about the mental health stress caused to
them because they are being told the very air they breathe could kill them? What about the
social and emotional well being of these kids who can’t see expression, who can’t learn to
speak and listen normally, who see in every face they look at that there is something we can’t
see to be afraid of? I do not condone bullying of any sort, and if a parent and their child choose
to wear a mask, then let them! If they are being bullied for any reason, even wearing a mask,
then schools should be able to handle that, as kids were already being bullied for a lot worse
things than wearing a mask before this pandemic and they surely continue to be. But you
forcing my child to wear a mask via a bureaucratic mandate is quite literally bullying, since
bullying is defined as seeking to intimidate or coerce someone perceived as vulnerable.
Coercing someone perceived as vulnerable. Thats exactly what this mask mandate would be.
Tri-County Health, don’t be a bully, and don’t mandate the choices people are making about
their health and the health of their children. At this point in this pandemic, people have made
their choices and weighed the risks, and your policy making should be about dealing with this
virus from an endemic perspective. Mandating masks in schools, quarantining classrooms,
disrupting in person learning, all of it has been done and it will continue to do nothing to stop
this virus, and you know that. Give us tools to make better decisions for OURSELVES, and do
not force our kids bear the brunt of decisions that people have made you don't agree with.
415

I support parent choice to mask or not mask their children. This should be a selectable option
below. How many children under the age of 18 have died from covid in Douglas County? How
many in the USA? How many of those had a comorbidity and died with covid or because of
covid?

8/16/2021 10:15 AM

416

I prefer to have my students stay in school settings rather than remote learning. We prefer to
not required wearing masks but if that's what it takes to keep students in schools then so be it.
Thank you for all you do.

8/16/2021 10:14 AM

417

If we want the kids to go to the school the whole year - we have to pay the price now - by
wearing the mask. If not, the cost is going to be higher where we’d have yo keep the kids at
home after Q2.

8/16/2021 10:14 AM

418

As the grandma of several students enrolled in Douglas County schools, it is so stressful to
think that folks would be against students wearing masks. Not only is masking based on
science, it’s also proven to be beneficial at protecting those who may have weakened immune
systems. Statistics have shown that masks work against not only the COVID virus but other
viruses like flu, etc. it is for these reasons that I am hopeful that you will vote on behalf of
those students who have health issues and require all students to wear masks at school.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this very important issue.

8/16/2021 10:13 AM
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419

All persons in schools should wear masks.

8/16/2021 10:13 AM

420

No more masks

8/16/2021 10:12 AM

421

I am in support for the universal masking of all indoor school settings. All children whether in
middle school or high school need to continue wearing masks to protect themselves from the
virus Covid-19 and the Delta variant. Our children are our future. This masking in schools need
to be mandated again.

8/16/2021 10:11 AM

422

I support universal masking in all indoor school settings in the wake of hike in Delta variant
cases in the US and kids are more prone to this.

8/16/2021 10:11 AM

423

Our children are not high risk, and they deserve social normalcy in school! Let our kids feel
safe and comfortable at school.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

424

NO, no and NO! Families get to decide, NOT YOU, what is best for our kids. We know our kids
better than anyone. Stop trying to control our lives. The transmission from child to child or
child to adult is almost nonexistent!

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

425

NO MASKS, NO REQUIRED VACCINATIONS-It is not yet proven the vaccinations are safe!
Also, masking for a day is too difficult for children breathing in their own carbon doxide!

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

426

Follow the science please

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

427

Please require masks. If there is no quarantining and no virtual opportunities for students, this
is a simple way to help prevent large outbreaks and ensure continuity in education. If you don’t
enforce masks, half the population won’t wear it. We can’t force vaccines, so we really have
limited options to ensure safety.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

428

At a minimum I support the Board of Health recommendation for masking, and would
encourage universal masking in indoor settings.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

429

My granddaughters attend Coyote Creek Elementary School in Highlands Ranch. My husband
and I are fully vaccinated but know there are breakthrough cases with the Delta variant. We
help with childcare as both our son and daughter in law work full time. We would hope that the
schools would consider masking for the health of not only the school children and staff
members, but also those who care for the children after school. Thank you.

8/16/2021 10:10 AM

430

I am going to home school my elementary school aged child just so they do not have to be a
test sample on the negative outcomes of masking and childhood development.

8/16/2021 10:09 AM

431

We can not just wear masks forever. Is the plan to wear them until everyone is vaccinated?
Even if every single person is vaccinated, vaccinated people still get and spread the virus. So
then what. Furthermore, viruses mutate. That’s just what they do. There will continue to be
variants. Boosters are simply guesses at what will be effective to the new variant. The same
as with the flu vaccine. So, how long will we wear masks? Forever? Our kids have gone all
summer in crowded places and are fine. We also have a very low rate in Douglas County and
are a very healthy population. Last year, I couldn’t even hear what my Kindergartener was
saying as he gave his very first presentation, through his mask. Kids should not have to
experience school in this way. Do we wear masks in flu season? No, we just stay away from
sick people Plus it has been proven time and again that small kids don’t spread it. Please do
not mask our children. If people want their children to wear a mask, great. If their child is
protected by the mask, why does it matter if my child has one on?

8/16/2021 10:09 AM

432

I am a Momma to 3 (almost 4) kiddos, who live in and attend school in Douglas county. For the
past year and a half, our family has respectfully worn masks as they have been mandated and
encouraged. Now, I am respectfully asking that masks not be mandated in schools for this
current school year. I have yet to see an actual benefit to our children being masked while at
school. The "science" behind mask wearing has been iffy at best, with many of our scientists,
physicians, politicians and lawmakers going back and forth on if masks actually prevent the
spread of germs and Covid 19 in particular. The masks themselves trap moisture and bacteria,
food particles and other germs as well as making it hard for kids (and adults) to breath. One of
the most important parts of school is being able to interact with peers and teachers. Masks
have made learning and participating cumbersome and at times impossible. My oldest
daughter struggled with severe acne around her mouth and nose from September to May of
last year. Not surprising-- the acne has been gone all summer, since the end of the school
year. I realize that in the grand scheme of things, acne ranks low on the list of priorities. I am
also aware that some families feel strongly about the wearing of masks. This is where the
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power of freedom and choice comes into play. Our country was founded on freedom and the
ability to make decisions for our individual families. Daily I see these freedoms being stripped
away as mandates are forced on those of us who don't agree but are being told we must
comply. This feels like a slippery slope and a sign of many more freedoms being stripped away
in the future. I am simply asking that the power of choice be honored moving forward. For
those who desire to wear masks-- that's fantastic. For those who don't feel the need-- that
should be a choice well respected as well. Thank you for your consideration.
433

I am a parent in Douglas County School District and I support a universal mask mandate for
our K-12 schools. Thank you.

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

434

let the kids continue to be normal

8/16/2021 10:08 AM

435

Please do mask mandate at school for everyone

8/16/2021 10:07 AM

436

Please do not mask our children in schools. We cannot outrun this virus (or any of its
variants), and continuing to try to outrun it (and illness in general) using methods that have not
been proven effective, is fruitless. Continuing to mask children will be detrimental to their
overall wellness in the long run.

8/16/2021 10:07 AM

437

Please enable mask mandates to protect kids that are not eligible for vaccination

8/16/2021 10:07 AM

438

The governor ended the COVID emergency orders. Personal health care decisions must be
made on an individual level. I can't believe you're actually taking a survey about this. We don't
live under mob rule. We have rights, and health care decisions should not be determined in this
manner. If you really cared about health, you would go back to the basics and encourage
things like exercise and healthy eating.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

439

I oppose there being a mask mandate. If families want to send their child to school with a
mask it should be by choice.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

440

Statistically speaking, children are at virtually zero risk of serious illness or death from COVID.
The emotional side effects of masking far outweigh the minimal risk of COVID. Additionally,
there are no studies to show that mask mandates offer any sort of measurable mitigation. And,
to be honest, the science isn't settled on the efficacy of masking in general.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

441

The damaging affects of children being required to wear masks socially and mentally, as well
as physically, is a much greater risk then sickness. Wearing masks is the parents decision.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

442

Please mandate masks now. I have a 4yo and 7yo at Redstone Elementary. Most students
and many staff are not vaccinated or masking. I teach at Eagle Academy HS. Most students
are not vaccinated and most people are not masking. It is dangerous and children will likely die
if a mask mandate isn’t made ASAP.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

443

To reduce transmission, indoor air quality must be considered, particularly shared spaces. The
reduction of human lung moisture in shared airspaces is supported through individual mask
use. The closer we can get to 100% mask use, the better. This needs to be in addition to
efforts to improve the filtration and circulation of air as well as identification and removal from
shared spaces of infected persons. Though individual freedoms are cherished, they ought not
be put on such a pedestal as to be allowed to threaten the health and safety of others in
shared spaces. Thank you for your time.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

444

Masks should not be mandated in schools- those who want to wear them can. The majority of
parents to not want to see them return. I have 2 small child one of which suffers from social
anxiety- a mask will will RUIN his first experience with school. Masks have been proven that
they are unhealthy and grow more bacteria than just breathing in other air. PLEASE do not add
mask mandate back to schools especially for the younger kids.

8/16/2021 10:06 AM

445

As a parent of children who are not yet eligible to receive the vaccine I believe that it is in the
best interest of our community to require individuals in schools to wear masks. Since the
COVID vaccine is not required by the schools and schools are not currently tracking
unvaccinated status, all ages should be required. We have scientific data that tells us wearing
a mask prevents the spread, why would we not use all the tools we have to keep our
vulnerable populations safe and in school!

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

446

No masks please. Give us choice. Kids need to see expression of friends and teachers.

8/16/2021 10:05 AM

447

For me, it all comes down to freedom of choice. I believe people should be informed, research
all the available data, and make the best decision for them, which includes whether to mask or

8/16/2021 10:05 AM
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not mask their children. We should not require students to wear masks, but rather have the TriCounty Health Dept. provide guidance and recommendations for residents to consider in their
decision-making. As one of the eight Tri-County Health Dept.'s values, Respect is a two-way
street... 'Treating others with the same dignity as we wish to be treated' as well as 'honoring
the whole person and recognizing the importance of work-life balance and diverse
perspectives.' As parents, we respect the position and guidance from the Tri-County Health
Dept. (and most certainly take it into account), but also want to see that respect reciprocated
to parents to make the best decision for their family and children. We must work as a team
and collaborate and support one another, not require or make mandates which harshly removes
mutual respect for one another. Please do not create a 'blanket/universal' mandate for
masking. Please do not require anyone at school to wear a mask. Please give the community
and parents the respect to make the decision for whether we mask our children at school or
not (based on our individual needs and beliefs).
448

PLEASE Do not make these little children wear masks to school. Mandatory wearing is
against our constitutional rights.

8/16/2021 10:04 AM

449

It appears that masks DO NOT stop anything. The grades that wore masks were the grades
that quarantined the most. Those grades not wearing masks had very few if any cases.
Obviously getting vaccinated doesn’t stop the spread. This is ridiculous.

8/16/2021 10:04 AM

450

If you want parents to be on board with this the school board must produce a pear reviewed
scientific report that proves this new delta variant actually exists and proof that the children are
at risk.

8/16/2021 10:03 AM

451

Do not mask my kids. This is outrageous! Look at the data rather than trying to please politics.

8/16/2021 10:03 AM

452

This virus is here to stay, ask any Doctor and they will tell you this. Variants are going to keep
popping up, but we will continue to get better at treating Covid, and creating vaccinations for it.
So, where does this leave us? Does this mean we’ll be wearing masks for the rest of our
existence? At what point is this going to stop? Have we become so immune to mask wearing
that we’re ok accepting this as a “new normal?” We’ve become ok with sending our children to
school where they have to wear masks for 7 hours straight? What about the negative effects
that presently go along with extended mask wearing? And the ones we don’t yet know about?
I’m talking physical, intellectual, mental, and emotional effects. As far as using bullying as a
“reason” to mandate masks, this is unfair. It’s unfair to force all children to wear masks
because of those few kids out there who have deeper issues than all of this. Kids who are
bullies will always find a reason to be a bully, mask or not. Should we start mandating uniforms
for this reason as well? I believe that the current stance is a fair one, and that it shouldn’t be
changed. I strongly believe in personal choice on this issue. For those who are uncomfortable
in the school setting, by all means, please wear a mask (I truly believe that for the majority of
us who are against the mandating of masks, we hold NOTHING against those who want to
wear a mask). The district has also been so kind as to offer another year of on-line learning as
an option. But for those of us who have had our children in school all along, and continue to
choose to have our children in school, there’s a reason for this. So please don’t force a mask
mandate on those opposed to it, when there are already options in place for those who are for
it.

8/16/2021 10:03 AM

453

It is the school district's responsibility to maintain a safe environment for students. This is your
only consideration. I don't see why, when doctors fully support something as simple as mask
wearing, that other options are even being proposed. There are many school rules that exist
solely for the safety of students. There are also rules around dress code, for example, that
require a similar level of enforcement. Sending our children to school should be the safest
option. If parents don't want the safest option for their children, then they should be the ones
burdened with the responsibility of at-home school, etc.

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

454

Members of the Board, I ask that you move forward requiring masks for all people inside our
DCSD schools, choosing to prioritize the health and safety of our students, teachers, staff and
community while allowing in-person education to continue. I am writing not only as a mother of
four children grades Pre-K through 9th grade in three different DCSD schools, but also as a
front line physician. I have spent the last 18 months watching patients, families and coworkers
suffer from COVID-19 with acute illness, long hauler syndrome and unfortunately, death. I am
devastated to imagine the impact of so many people congregated together without masks
which could prevent these horrific events. Additionally, we know that while I can have my
children wear masks, if someone else isn't wearing a mask and has COVID-19, my child could
be infected. Wearing masks helps prevent transmission to others, it doesn't work to entirely
block someone from getting COVID-19. While I know we all want to return to a "pre-Covid"
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state, that is non-existent at this time, even in Douglas County. The delta variant is surging,
has increased transmissibility and is more serious for young children, who are not eligible for
the vaccine. Vaccinated people are experiencing infections and causing transmission as well. I
am sure that we all would like to return to a state when we didn't have to worry about school
shootings as well, however, that isn't our reality either. So we make plans, practice drills, focus
on student needs, etc. in an effort to keep our schools safe. Why not do the same with
COVID-19? Several months ago when parents were asked to choose between remote and inperson learning, we were told that appropriate safety measures would be in place for in-person
learning. I ask that you look to our experts - the recommendations from the CDC, American
Academy of Pediatrics, and my colleagues at CDPHE and TCHD to implement the appropriate
safety measures for in-person learning. I trusted that you would help keep my children and
their teachers safe, and by making masks optional, you are not doing that. I can appreciate
that many people have made masks a political issue, however, in medicine, masks are not a
political issue. We wear them every day because they work to keep us safe. Schools have
dress codes and always have had dress codes. Why is wearing a mask different than a dress
code requirement? I understand that many parents want the "choice" about wearing a mask,
however, when our schools are shut down in a couple of weeks, you will be hearing different
complaints. DCSD schools were shut after spring break. If you review the experience of
schools that have already opened this fall, for example, Ash Fork Arizona and Lamar County
Mississippi, they have had to close schools and completely transition to virtual soon after
starting the school year. Follow the leadership of other metro school districts/public health
departments (Denver, Jeffco, Aurora) and implement masking for all. As leaders, you are in a
very difficult position. However, strong leaders are able to do the right thing, even in
challenging circumstances. I ask that you choose safe in-person education for our children,
teachers and staff. Require masks for everyone in DCSD buildings. Sincerely, Lindsey Fish
Mother and Physician
455

Parents should have the FREEDOM to choose whether or not their children wear a mask going
to school. This is a virus where natural immunity is what these kids need to build up no
different than the flu.

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

456

I am beyond frustrated trying to understand why DCSD will not mandate masks in schools for
those under 12 years old who do not have the option to protect themselves with a vaccine.
Last year the school district took great measures to protect our children and help keeps the
kids in school with simple things like mask mandates and IT WORKED. My children were not
sick once during the school year and were able to attend in-person learning for a substantial
portion of the year. I can't wrap my head around why this year, while COVID is surging again
and more importantly there is a variant that is proving to be more detrimental to children, that
the school district has decided to not make those same previous efforts to protect our youth.
We should have learned many important lessons by now in the pandemic. We know now that
recommendation don't do enough! In my one son's 1st grade class, only two other students are
wearing masks. I worry everyday about sending him into a classroom where a child can come
to school sick (under the current school guidelines kids can attend school with mild symptoms
which is insane) and then spread this highly transmissible virus to my son who has no way of
protecting himself. I worry everyday especially when I am seeing more and more reports of
children being hospitalized with COVID. I don't understand how the simple task of mandating
masks is even a discussion at this point. I have spoke to several students and I haven't heard
one kids complain about wearing masks and we know that this simple step really does help
stop the spread of this virus. It is the responsibility of our schools to protect our children.
DSCD is NOT doing this by failing to enact this measure to help safeguard our youth while we
wait for a vaccine. Please do the right thing before children get sick and begin paying the price!

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

457

For years and Decades it as always been left up to the parents to make the best decision for
their kids health. That should not change now.

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

458

I am a mom of a middle school child age 11. I am also a nurse at UCHealth anschutz who
works with COVID patients daily. I have done everything in my power at home to protect my
child from this deadly virus but now it is up to YOU to protect her when she is not with me at
school. I wear a mask at work to protect myself, my coworkers, and my vulnerable patients. It
is YOUR responsibility to protect my child, teachers, staff, and students while they are in
public school. The only protection she has available to her is a mask as she is not eligible to
be vaccinated yet. It will be a horrific tragedy if you give in to “opinions” of some community
members and end up having a child die if this is not mandated. Masks are a proven way to
prevent spread of virus and help keep our kids safe and in school. Science, pediatricians, the
CDC, and research back this up. Do your job and mandate NOW.

8/16/2021 10:02 AM
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459

It should be up to the individual to choose how they want to protect their health. Making
kindergartners wear a mask is prohibitive to their learning, as they cannot get facial
expressions from others around them which is very important to younger kids who need that
interaction.

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

460

Masks are child abuse. Cause more long term health issues in children (and that follows
science).

8/16/2021 10:02 AM

461

Our two children are enrolled in Douglas County schools, and we emphatically oppose any
mandate requiring students to wear face coverings in their classrooms. Students and faculty
should observe proper hand-washing techniques, those who are ill should stay home,
accommodations should be made for at-risk individuals, and anyone who wishes to wear a
mask should be free to do so. Nevertheless, surgical and cloth masks are not effective at
reducing the transmission of respiratory viruses, and numerous studies indicate that prolonged,
unhygienic mask wearing results in impeded breathing, oxygen deficiency, reduction in
cognitive function, dehydration, headaches, skin irritation, and deteriorating oral health among
other maladies. The documented harms clearly outweigh the alleged, negligible benefits. When
one considers that COVID poses virtually no risk (in fact, less risk than that of past influenza
seasons) to children and that they are not “super-spreaders,” forcing students to wear face
coverings in classrooms is an illogical, symbolic gesture. One of the reasons listed for
considering a mandate is “[reducing] mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers)
and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption.” Why is it axiomatic that only mask
wearers will be taunted? There is endless documentary evidence of emboldened mask wearers
excoriating unmasked people in public. Regardless, verbal abuse of both masked and
unmasked students is unacceptable and should be addressed by school officials; however, a
one-size-fits-all measure forcing all students to wear masks – which, in and of itself, is not
without health consequences – to prevent isolated incidents of bullying is akin to prohibiting
people from ascending stairs because some poor souls are confined to wheelchairs. This
consideration is inane. Our 12-year old son has a severe allergy. Were he to consume even
trace amounts of peanuts, it’s likely he would experience anaphylaxis or death without
immediate medical attention. He carries an epinephrine injection pen at all times. His friends
and their parents are aware of his condition. He does not accept food from anyone unless he
can verify its safety by reading the ingredients list. The solution to his allergy is not to
indefinite confinement in his room, eradication of peanuts, or prohibiting everyone from
consuming them. Rather, it is our responsibility to be informed and eternally vigilant to keep
him healthy and safe while teaching him to do the same. We have calibrated our risk tolerance
and live accordingly. All of this was accomplished without third-party intervention or mandates.
Life is not merely a matter of perpetuating biological viability; while we have a civic
responsibility to not be cavalier toward the well-being of immunocompromised or otherwise
vulnerable people, a balancing of public health policy and individual freedom is required. Zero
risk is unattainable. Children should not live in constant fear of contracting an illness that is far
less likely to kill or even harm them than a traffic accident on their way to school. We cannot
laminate our kids to prevent all of life’s potential negative outcomes. The fact that some
people prefer womb-to-tomb swaddling doesn’t mean everyone should be subjected to topdown control and capricious edicts from unelected bureaucrats. To reiterate, those who wish to
wear masks should be free to do so without intimidation, while those who have assessed the
risks and decide not to wear a face covering should be afforded that right. We implore leaders
who insist they’re acting in the interest of science to consider ending mask mandates and to
trust decent people to protect their health and that of others responsibly. Respectfully, Will and
Joy Kelley

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

462

“My children, My choice whether to mask or vax- I want the choice - DO NOT MANDATE
MASKS FOR MY SCHOOL CHILDREN”

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

463

According to the Mayo Clinic, the coronavirus is about 0.12 microns in diameter. Through
sciencedirect.com, and their study, "An overview of filtration efficiency through the masks:
Mechanisms of the aerosols penetration", surgical face masks were initially designed to shield
the wearer from infectious droplets in clinical environments, but they do not help much to
protect from spread of respiratory diseases as surgical masks can only limit the release of
droplets larger than 5 μm. N95 mask types are a type of FFR masks, are non-oil resistant, also
known as electrets filters. The word N95 is obtained from the fact that these types of masks
can at least filter 95% of aerosols around 0.3 μm. In a study by Balazy et al. , they have
stated that N95 respirators may not always provide sufficient safety against the penetrating
aerosols particles smaller than 300 nm. Therefore the protection offered by some N95
respirator masks can fall below 95%, particularly at the high inhalation flow rates. It should be
mention that N95 respirators of various companies have different performances depending on
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the size of the penetrating particles. The typical cloth mask available to students efficacy is
substantially less than either surgical or N95 masks. The percentage of particles getting
through is close to 90% regardless of the cloth material being used. Scientifically speaking,
the cloth masks serve little to no purpose in slowing the spread of Covid-19, and in fact can
cause more difficulties since providing a warm, moist environment will increase the growth of
the virus and increase the ability for the virus to move from the inside to the outside of the
mask and vice versa, providing an even greater opportunity to contract or shed the virus.
Beyond the science behind masks and their efficacy or lack thereof, there is the great impact
to communication wearing a mask causes. Students are already trying to learn new topics
which can be a struggle. Add to that the inability to understand a great deal of what is being
spoken to them, and their learning will be negatively impacted. Masks prevent so much
understanding due to muffling voices, removing the ability to see how the words are being
formed, and preventing a great deal of emotional connection without facial cues. Overall,
scientifically speaking, masks are not particularly effective, and educationally speaking, they
are a great impediment to the learning and social interaction of our students. Please do not
require masks in our schools.
464

I strongly encourage TCHD to consider the many layers of protection around children in
schools. Without knowing how many teachers or parents of other students are vaccinated the
next level of protection is masking. Students tend to be less reluctant than their parents to
mask up at school, and since younger students are not currently able to get vaccinated it’s our
next best step. I would also strongly encourage masking of all staff and visitors since some
administrators have recommended it but have not adopted the practice. Set the example and
model the behavior you wish to see.

8/16/2021 10:01 AM

465

No proof of mask wearing reducing or stopping the spread of Covid by children or young adults.
It’s just control and causes kids a lot of stress.

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

466

The data does not support masking children of any age, especially all day, to prevent the
spread of Covid, and especially to make some adults "feel better". Covid does not impact
children greatly, they are very low risk. The flu is more harmful for children each year than
Covid. A homemade cloth or surgical mask is useless compared to the size of the virus. Stop
projecting your fear onto our children. If parents want to send their kids to school with masks,
that is their right, and I support it, even though I disagree. Let us parents make the choice of
what to do. These are our children, not yours, and we know what is best for them based on
their health history and social/emotional profile. No mandates, let the parents decide what they
feel is best for their kids. We did not elect you for anything in Douglas County. We did elect our
School Board.

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

467

Please mandate masks for all elementary schools. Our children are not eligible vaccines and
are EXTREMELY vulnerable to the delta variant. I do not feel comfortable sending my child to
school with no mask mandate.

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

468

No masks

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

469

Please reinstate the mask mandate and stop indulging these morons that don’t believe in
science to begin with.

8/16/2021 10:00 AM

470

I feel the masks do more harm than good for the kids! Especially those in Special Ed. Please
consider all of these kids before making your decision.

8/16/2021 9:59 AM

471

It is my understanding that schools need not quarantine as strictly if a student gets COVID
and his/her classmates are masked. It may be difficult for young children to wear masks, as I
admit it’s better for them to see facial expressions etc. But, it is important that we do whatever
it takes to keep our kids attending school in person. I think that having to have remote learning
would be more detrimental to students than having to wear a mask in person. Additionally, as
guidelines change, I think it is worth it to wear a mask. If there is any chance that a mask
could protect the safety of others and/or our own children, why would we not do that? I know
that vaccination rates in our county are fairly high, but it is not 100%. Most children are not as
heavily impacted by the virus, but we should consider more vulnerable relatives at home or
kids who might have special or medical needs at school. My daughter is 5 and has said that
other kids have laughed and called her “funny mask face” at school. If there is not a mask
mandate, there needs to be something done about the inappropriate stigma that is being
promoted in homes. I did not complain to the school or say anything to my child other than to
message that people are making their own choices and we are only in charge of ourselves.
But, my child should not be mocked for trying to keep those same children, and their families,
safer.

8/16/2021 9:59 AM
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472

Mask should not be made required in our schools. If a family choses to mask their children,
they are able to do so & our current environment allows them to do just that. Their beliefs
should not be inflicted upon others that chose not to mask their children. It should be a
parent’s choice either way. Adults who are concerned with COVID have the chose to get
vaccinated. There is no reason our children should be mandated to wear a mask for the
majority of their awake hours of the day. It is detrimental to the growth of our children to read
each other’s expressions, not wear a germ filled mask with sweat, dirt & breathe in their own
carbon dioxide for 7+ hours a day.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

473

Please....DO NOT reinstate the mask mandate. Let these kids get back to some normalcy. At
some point we need to be more concerned with the mental health & stability for our children
than the risk of a virus that has a 99.96% survival rate. Do you think that when the kids all get
together on the weekends & week nights that they are masking up....PLEASE let’s start using
common sense!!!!! The United States was founded on the principles of Freedom. Give us the
Freedom to chose!!!

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

474

One of the best indicators of the effectiveness of a policy is how much the policy makers
themselves actually believe it. Last year, mask wearing students and faculty in Douglas
County School District were quarantined if they came into contact with another mask wearing
student or faculty that might have had covid. If the masks work, no mask wearing student or
faculty should ever have been quarantined. So since the Douglas County School District
doesn't believe in the effectiveness of masks then why require them to be worn? Regarding the
virus itself. I had the virus, my wife had the virus, and my son had the virus. And now we
benefit from the best immunity anyone can have. Natural immunity unique to our own DNA.
Not immunity designed as a one size fits 7 billion solution. This opinion is supported by the
prestigious Cleveland Clinic who recently concluded that people who have already had Covid
19 have no need to be vaccinated. We are told that the Delta variant is less deadly but more
contagious. Even more contagious than chicken pox. We are also told that worse strands of
the virus are coming. I had chicken pox as a child because my mother took myself and my
siblings to to a friend's house whose children had chicken pox so we could all get chicken pox
because getting chicken pox when you are young is better than getting it while you are old.
From a public health perspective I wonder if we shouldn't take advantage of the Delta variant.
Let children get exposed to it so they can have their own natural immunity equipping them the
best they can for whatever may come.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

475

Masks optional

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

476

I have two children under 11 in school. They were both very excited to not have to wear masks
in school this year so they could hear and be heard by the teachers better. We feel that based
on the current statistics children are not as susceptible to catching/spreading Covid and are
more likely to have lighter symptoms. The other thing i have observed is that if mandatory this
year would resemble masking from last year, children have a habit of wearing the masks
incorrectly and rewearing masks (not cleaned) day after day which decreases the
effectiveness. In summary, I think that the current protocol is perfect by allowing vaccinated
teachers to be mask free and it to be the parent’s decision on their children whether to wear a
mask.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

477

The benefit from what masks protect from is infinitesimally small. They are disruptive to
learning and very awful for communication among teachers and students, especially those who
have hearing to speech deficits. The survival rate for children is 99.99%, at what point are we
going to realize that covid is here for the long haul just like the flu and we live a normal life. A
life where my kindergartner doesn’t have an anxiety attack while walking to school because he
forgot his mask?! Pure insanity. This is a major psychological stressor, one which can be
avoided, in an already deep issue of mental health among youth today. Why are we as adults
forcing our children to continue to have yet another year of decreased learning and personal
growth. As a health professional myself, I know the dangers covid can present, but putting
masks on children isn’t going to fix the problem. Your body, your choice! Parents and choose
to mask their children up if they are concerned. If not, masks should not be a forced issues.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

478

No masks at school - please require vaccinations! Student mental health is critical right now
and we need to look in the best interest of our students. No masks!

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

479

I do not support masking; homeschool or online is an option for those who do not feel
comfortable in public spaces as normal.

8/16/2021 9:58 AM

480

Being an engineer, the filtration of most of the mask would never prevent the virus from going

8/16/2021 9:57 AM
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through. Too many failure possibilities to do anything. If I were as an Engineer to design a
mask like these and claim they'd prevent virus infections, I'd be out of a job. These mask don't
do anything, they just make people feel like they are doing something. In the end, it's only
lying to them.
481

Masks don’t work. Here is one study from Denmark.
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 Assymptomatic spread of COVID doesn’t
occur in a study from the journal of Nature of 10 million people with 1174 COVID positive
patients. https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-19802-w Thus, kids should stay home
when sick, just like any other illness. As a doctor, I have seen a huge increase in depression
and suicide in school age children. They need to be in school without masks for their socialemotional health.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

482

Please support science and require masks for elementary schools. Masking is an effective
layer of protection that will help keep our kids in school. As we protected our elders last year,
let us protect our unvaccinated youth through this Delta variant that has been proven highly
contagious even among our children. After witnessing the atrocious behavior from adults at the
recent DCSD community forum, and hearing of the death threats and security required for our
school board, I speak now to support common sense and science and beg of you to help
protect our children. Thank you.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

483

Masks hindered my students' ability to learn. I know that my youngest child was much less
likely to speak up or ask questions in class when wearing a mask. Socially, mask wearing was
stifling as well. Kids need to see facial expressions in order to learn and develop. It is sad that
our children have to go through this; they need normalcy. They need to be able to be kids,
have fun, and not be scared of every breath they take. Additionally, masks themselves cause
illness with no science proving their ability to stop the spread of Covid. Throughout this
pandemic kids have been very low risk for both infection and transmission. Please leave the
masks as optional! Both of my kids had a great first week of school (with no masks)!! They
seem so much happier this school year. I believe the easing of restrictions, such as mask
wearing, has been a big part of that happiness.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

484

Although Mesa Middle School encouraged mask wearing by all while inside the building, my
children told me that only "a couple students" in their class were wearing them during the first
week of school. Coincidentally, I was notified that both of my children, that are in different
school pods, were potentially exposed to someone with COVID on day 1. Luckily, my kids are
vaccinated, but this immediate exposure clearly shows the need for us to take all precautions
necessary. Unfortunately, leaving masking up to the discretion of each family results in very
poor compliance and results in risks being higher than necessary. For the sake of everyone's
health and learning continuity, a mask mandate for all schools should be established.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

485

The science says Masks in school!!We are leaving or K-6 unprotected. They can’t get a
vaccine. We cannot succumb to politics-this is about health! We already have a lt of cases.
Take the stand on behalf of kids! We are begging.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

486

At the high school level, I feel masks should be optional. Individuals who prefer to not be in the
presence of unmasked individuals have the option of enrolling in EDCSD.

8/16/2021 9:57 AM

487

Please consider mandating masks at the middle school and high school level.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

488

MASK MANDATE

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

489

Due to the increase in COVID cases, we should require masks in school

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

490

My 6th grader started school last Monday and was sick by Thursday. He's still sick. He has a
COVID test scheduled for today. I'm hoping it's a just a cold. Either way, he's out for 10 days.
Not sure how that's going to work. By the time he's going back to school, I doubt he will be
able to make up all the learning and work, especially since most classes don't use up to date
text books. I wish you'd just have a mask mandate to reduce the incidence of this kind of
thing. The amount of disruption to his life, our family life, and my business life is so high. Plus
the extra stress from this is so high.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

491

Masks helps kids , parents and teachers to stop the spreading of covid19.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

492

Our kids do not need another year of interrupted learning and quarantines. As adults, we
should look to our statewide low proficiency scores, particularly those in 6th grade math of only
24% last year to see how important it is that we take any and all precautions necessary to
keep our kids IN SCHOOL. Please, let’s not make this political and think of the affect on our

8/16/2021 9:56 AM
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children’s education of another year interrupted learning would cause. None of us should want
that for our children. Mandatory masking for our students and adults to help prevent the spread
of particulates! Douglas County-do not opt out of TCH…it is not responsible for the future of
our children’s education.
493

Please mandate the mask in schools because the kids under 11 are not protected by vaccines
yet and when most of the kids are not wearing masks, it becomes very risky for a kid who is
wearing a mask to protect themseleves. Delta variant is very contagious and known for bad
after effects even in kids. Please protect the kids.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

494

There have been over 50 positive COVID cases in DougCO Schools in the last week, many
could have been prevented with masking. There are "recommendations" on school doors, but
no one is wearing them, including staff. Hopefully this is all temporary, but please mandate
masking for at least 11 and under until the Delta variant has calmed down. I don't understand
the personal choice argument when their infections impact others. This isn't something that
100% only affects the person who made the choice. It involves us ALL.

8/16/2021 9:56 AM

495

Mask up. Prevent the spread. Parents have failed the children by not wearing masks, social
distancing, and getting vaccinated. Now we’re forced to protect our children by masking or
staying home…

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

496

As an elementary teacher in Douglas County I ask that you do NOT implement a mask
mandate for this county. Our vaccination rate is high and our Covid numbers are low. Please
let the kids just be kids. They have been stripped of a normal school environment for too long.

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

497

I support keeping our kids safe and healthy and IN school. You are receiving the data after
only one week and there are many test cases around the country. Our kids have shown they
can do hard things and prosper. Adults may have a harder time with it, but the great majority of
children can still thrive if given the opportunity to in a safe environment. Expanding this to 12th
grade will provide all students the cover needed. Being at the middle school and seeing less
than 5 percent of students masked and knowing that only 50% of 12-17 year olds are
vaccinated, it doesn't add up. Either from parental or peer pressure, masks are not being worn.
A mask mandate would show everyone is important and we can all work together to stay in
person.

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

498

Please respect parent rights when with regards to masking. In the 1940s pregnant woman were
x-rayed by doctors. It took 25 years to convince the medical community this practice caused
childhood cancer before the practice was abandoned. Many experts act as if masks on
children have no detriments; but the harms of masks are palpable. It instills a sense of anxiety
and fear. It destroys social relationships. It is dehumanizing and dirty. It provides a moist
environment for fungi and bacteria to grow. Masks concentrate CO2 levels, and recent studies
have shown students subject to masks have higher levels of stress and anxiety, more
headaches and fatigue, and a declines in cognitive performance. Studies also suggest a
correlation with depression. These direct impacts alone are enough to reconsider mandated
masking; even more concerning is the higher levels of suicide and depression among children.
National, state, and local data indicate that children have the lowest risk of contracting COVID
and have extremely low risk of death or serious illness, less than or equal to flue morbidity.
The rest of the population has had access to vaccines, further reducing the potential for
additional spread. The issue of masking children will also impact poorer families more. Close
family friends have moved to both Florida and Texas in fear of another year of mask
mandates. Wealthy families have the luxury move, or to send children to schools that do not
mask kids or will simply homeschool children. While poorer families lack the ability to choose
without significant financial hardship. I know of many of such situations where the mother is
considering giving up her career to stay home and keep her children safe from the mask.
Moreover many more in the community are very disappointed that tax payer money is
potentially going to forced masks on developing bodies; especially when drowning and suicide
alone cause more direct deaths than COVID for students. “Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely
exercised for the good of its victims may be the most oppressive. It would be better to live
under robber barons than under omnipotent moral busybodies. The robber baron's cruelty may
sometimes sleep, his cupidity may at some point be satiated; but those who torment us for our
own good will torment us without end for they do so with the approval of their own conscience.
They may be more likely to go to Heaven yet at the same time likelier to make a Hell of earth.
This very kindness stings with intolerable insult. To be "cured" against one's will and cured of
states which we may not regard as disease is to be put on a level of those who have not yet
reached the age of reason or those who never will; to be classed with infants, imbeciles, and
domestic animals.” C.S. Lewis Please respect parental rights.

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

941 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
499

Masks should not be mandated. The decision to wear/not wear should be at the discretion of
the child and family.

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

500

Our kids are in both Douglas RE-1 and Elizabeth. Parents should decide anything having to do
with their kids.

8/16/2021 9:54 AM

501

My opinion : it is very difficult for kids to wear mask all day in school though it is a preventive
measure, kids may feel suffocated and may not be able to focus. Also they can not wear
mask while eating and playing .So, how one can ensure kids safety in school those who are
below 11.please try for online classes for kids below 11 years.

8/16/2021 9:53 AM

502

Masking children is tragic, unscientific, and damaging. Masks restrict breathing - Negatively
impacting learning - Stress on the body and mind is caused by lack of oxygen Masks interfere
with non-verbal communication Masks increase mental health stress - We are social beings
and our faces should not be muzzled - Masking all children will not stop bullying, nor will it
reduce mental health stress Masks do not stop corona virus - The virus is too small to be
stopped by anything other than a properly worn N95 mask - This has been proven by numerous
scientific research studies - Anecdotally, the virus continues to spread even when masks are
worn I was a nurse in the Army. When a patient came to the hospital with a respiratory disease
they were placed in a special room, by themselves. It was not possible to simply step into
these rooms from the hallways. One had two doors to pass through. The first was to a
vestibule where a cart was located. In this cart were gowns, gloves, eye protection, and N95
masks. All of this personal protective equipment was donned prior to entering the patient's
room. Additionally there air from the patient's room was not allowed to enter other rooms. The
mechanical system was separate from the rest of the hospital and discharged separately.
Masks do not provide the protection necessary for stopping the spread of corona virus. Masks
cause psychological damage to us adults, and to the children we love. Do not force our
children to wear masks.

8/16/2021 9:52 AM

503

Masks should not be imposed on our children. It’s unhealthy and prevents nothing.

8/16/2021 9:52 AM

504

No masks please, i will have to home school my children if they are required

8/16/2021 9:52 AM

505

No masks!!!!!!!!!!!! They are hurtful to children! Too many kids are not thriving due to wearing
masks. They are hurt socially and emotionally. The masks to watch more harm under the
guise of “protecting”. Stop the ridiculousness of pushing masks on children!

8/16/2021 9:51 AM

506

Please please please DO NOT require masks for schools!! We have two children in
kindergarten and 3rd grade and we do not want them to have to wear masks in schools! We
feel it takes away from their learning, bothers them a lot and negatively affects them socially.
If people want to wear masks they can. We are against this mandate 100%!!! Please DO NOT
require masks in school!!!!! Thank you.

8/16/2021 9:51 AM

507

There are high risk kids under age 12 that deserve to be in person this year too. Please protect
those that cannot yet be vaccinated! Hospitalization rate aside, COVID has a negative impact
on IQ and mental health. If my kindergartner with special needs is willing to wear one,
everyone can.

8/16/2021 9:51 AM

508

Until my 11 yr old is eligible to receive the vaccine, I would prefer everyone wear masks to
protect him and those around him.

8/16/2021 9:51 AM

509

I believe that it should be an individuals choice in whether they would like to wear or not wear a
mask.

8/16/2021 9:50 AM

510

I do not want my kids to wear masks and they should not be forced to wear them.

8/16/2021 9:50 AM

511

You WILL NOT mandate my family. Look at the science and MOVE ON from this tyranny!!!
You have NO RIGHT!!!!!!

8/16/2021 9:50 AM

512

Parents choice

8/16/2021 9:50 AM

513

DO NOT put kids in masks again!

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

514

Hi, I am writing to let you know that I feel strongly that it would be a mistake and a disservice
to our children to require masks in order to attend school. As we all know, this virus is of little
to no consequence to our children. Medical care is the responsibility of the parents and the
children's health care professionals. There are certainly health impacts associated with wearing
masks and those impacts should be weighed on an individual basis. We are a group of unique

8/16/2021 9:49 AM
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individuals with unique needs and concerns. A decision to require masks on our children's face
will be met with strong resistance. Thanks, Roger
515

If only some people are masking then there is really no benefit to masking. In order to protect
those that are most vulnerable to this new, more impactful variant of Covid, we must all mask
until we can all vaccinate or the threat of spreading the virus has subsided

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

516

No masks please!!

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

517

Thank you for the mask recommendation. That means I still have a choice for my child.
Parents should be able to choose for their children what works best for their child.

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

518

No need for children to mask for a virus that is less harmful to them statistically than the flu.

8/16/2021 9:49 AM

519

I agree with Douglas County School's current approach, allowing choice for masks. The risk to
our students has proven to be very, very low from the very beginning of this pandemic. My son
has been fighting Leukemia since 2017 - including during the pandemic. Even the kids with
compromised immune systems were at low risk, according to my son's oncologists. (Very few
were admitted for COVID, even during the height of the pandemic.) On the other hand, many,
many students are suffering wearing masks. It reduces connection with teachers and students
and has caused headaches, anxiety and other illnesses. Let's continue to give parents
freedom to manage this in the best interests of their children.

8/16/2021 9:48 AM

520

I first want to say that those of us that don't want masks are at risk anytime we comment in a
public forum because we are attacked and doxxed. So you hear more from the universal mask
crowd, but there are a lot like me. The risk of the virus to kids is still so low. The risks of
wearing masks for developing kids are bigger in my mind. I've found my kids hiding behind
their masks to avoid communicating. So much of development at this age comes from learning
empathy, emotional intelligence, and speaking development by watching others talk. And as
far as the argument that kids will bring the virus home- if the vaccine does work and anyone
that is in a higher risk category is eligible for the vaccine, then they should have protected
themselves or keep their kids home.

8/16/2021 9:47 AM

521

Please implement indoor masking in schools until Delta variant is under control.

8/16/2021 9:47 AM

522

I am a father of three and have seen first hand the destructive effects of the CARONA19
Virus. I lost a coworker to the virus last year. My wife has suffered long term dilbilitating
neurological effects from contracting the virus last year. My children along with all of the other
children not elegiable to recieve the vaccination are too precious to not protect. I am asking
Tri-County Health to enstate a mask mandate for all elementary schools.

8/16/2021 9:47 AM

523

Masking only works to reduce transmission in a community when most students are masked.
As we can see by pictures of assemblies, very few students are wearing masks at school.
Many of those students have been told by parents to wear their mask, but they take it off when
they’re at school due to peer pressure and wanting to fit in. A mask mandate is needed in
schools to require all or most (exceptions for true diagnosed medical reasons is OK) students
to wear a mask. Thank you

8/16/2021 9:47 AM

524

I strongly support and recommend a mask mandate for schools. Our children are at risk. The
science is there that backs up wearing masks. My own children wear masks, and report that
there aren't many in their schools that wear masks. My youngest in elementary report that on
the first day there were only 2 others in his class wearing masks, I asked again on Thursday,
and he said there were only 4. They are in close quarters and should be masked. My middle
schooler had a "team building" activity day on Friday where they were in contact with each
other hands and arms touching, faces within 1-2 feet of each other. And that was even after
receiving an email stating that they had been exposed on the first day of school to someone
who tested positive. Not enough people are following the recommendation to wear masks, it
needs to be made mandatory. I homeschooled last year, as my youngest is
immunocompromised and medically fragile, I do recognize the strengths in public education is
why I enrolled my kids back into public school this year, however due to the lack of concern
from other adults for the well being of all the children I'm heavily considering homeschooling
again. Whereas it should be those who refuse to follow simple recommendations for living in a
civilized society to help be responsible to not spread disease that should remove their children
and their selves from the public. Getting vaccinated isn't enough, we need everyone who can
to get vaccinated and everyone needs to wear a mask when in public, especially in schools.
The life long consequences of what covid can leave a person with should highly be considered,
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not just "death rate". We do not want our children to live a life of disability from covid that
could have been prevented by wearing a mask and getting a vaccine.
525

I will provide you three reasons I am against the mask mandate in schools in all situations and
ages. #1, the masks are ineffective at stopping aerosolized viral spread. #2, children age 17
and below have a very low risk of death from COVID-19. #3, there are significant negative
effects of wearing a mask. #1, the masks are ineffective at stopping aerosolized viral spread:
For the first three bullets listed in your rationale there is an assumption that masks are
effective at stopping aerosolized viral spread. If you push forward with a mask mandate, I feel
(very strongly) you are obligated to show the data indicating that the use of masks is effective
in a real world situation (i.e. not the mannequin study). Just because the CDC says something
is meaningless, the CDC has lost all credibility with the American public, now the burden falls
to YOU in the justification of forced mask wearing. The recent Olympic games showed the
entire world that an island nation with high mask wearing compliance and relatively healthier
population than the US still succumbed to the viral spread. There are is data and no empirical
evidence that masks are effective in mitigating the spread of SARS-COV-2. Masks are not
effective against the spread of COVID-19! #2, children age 17 and below have a very low risk
of death from COVID-19: The CDC estimated 0-17yr deaths from the flu in 2019-2020 was 434
(see Table 1: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/2019-2020.html). The DCD data for 0-17yr
deaths from COVID-19 in 2020 and through 8/7/2021 is 354
(https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-by-Sex-and-Age/9bhg-hcku). I
calculate the rate of death in children (0-17) from flu to be 210% higher than COVID-19 from
the CDC data. When did the TCHD ever recommend mask mandates to stop the spread of the
flu? Quite clearly, in the 0-17 age group, COVID-19 is not a high risk health concern! #3, there
are significant negative effects of wearing a mask: Your final rationale references mental
stress on mask wearers. While this is likely a real effect, it is akin to any other life choice.
Some kids may be bullied for their choice of clothes, their hair style or their choice for lunch,
but that does not mean that the school adopts only one lunch choice in the cafeteria or forbids
the bringing of carrot sticks from home. While I feel the bullying may be real, it can not be a
serious consideration in the forced behavior students. Additionally we know that there are
negative psychological (TCHD probably has better references than me on this subject, how
much of the increased anxiety in children can be attributed to the mask wearing:
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a3.htm?s_cid=mm6945a3_w) and
physiological effects of mask wearing (lower oxygen levels, bacteria in the mask, fatigue,
temperature, moisture, Mask-Induced Exhaustion Syndrome:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8072811/). In summary, a mask mandate will
be ineffective and harmful. Masks don't stop the spread of COVID-19. The children you're
trying to protect are at more risk from flu or pnemonia (even more true for the age 0-11yr
group). Masks are a net negative for childrens' psychological and physical health.

8/16/2021 9:46 AM

526

Please keep schools open and limit quarantines by mandating masks for all in elementary
schools.

8/16/2021 9:46 AM

527

I support mask is mandatory in every indoor school settings

8/16/2021 9:46 AM

528

Please protect our children and our community! Masks are needed!! We need to do everything
possible to keep EVERYONE safe! Especially those that cannot be vaccinated yet.

8/16/2021 9:46 AM

529

These are our children!!!! It is our job to protect them against any and all possible threats.
Children are dying !!!!! All for the lack of a $2 mask and appropriate county leadership. To
claim the pandemic over as cases/deaths rapidly rise is heinous !!! Let's hope this meeting the
opinions of constituents will be heard and even more importantly..applied.

8/16/2021 9:46 AM

530

I believe it is up to the parents and children ONLY to decide if a mask is right for them. This
should not be be the decision of the school board. The school board does not come to my
house every evening to deal with depressed children, I DO that. Keep masks our choice not
the boards!

8/16/2021 9:45 AM

531

Masking should not be required within Douglas County Schools. Especially at the preschool
and kindergarten level - kids are dirty and put/touch their mask to anything and everything.
Masks also hinder growth and development. At the older level, especially when required during
sporting events, when athletes are running up and down courts/fields, masks hinder adequate
oxygen and there is no point to them because players are constantly touching and breathing
each other throughout games/matches. Unnecessary for children and adolescents. Kids need
to build their immunity.

8/16/2021 9:44 AM

532

As a parent of two children in the district who are not yet eligible for the vaccination, I plead

8/16/2021 9:44 AM
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with Tri-County to enforce a mask mandate. It is unfair and wreckless to risk the health and
safety of our vulnerable children. I would ask, whose child/children are we willing to potentially
sacrifice from becoming seriously ill and/or dying? I follow science and medical experts and
they are recommending mask wearing. It is something so simple that has been PROVEN to
work.
533

As a Douglas Co resident, I do not believe there is a need for panic to mandate wearing masks
for school age children. The Cherry Creek School Board has the duty to assess the situation
for its district and I uphold that decision: not necessary to mask children. The Covid 19 virus
among school age children is low at best; there is no need to take this action of the TriCounty
Health Dept. nor should it be allowed to overrule a school board.

8/16/2021 9:44 AM

534

I am supportive of masking and understand it's role in reducing the spread of disease. I am
struggling with this as a parent of a kindergartener who cannot yet be vaccinated. I feel for
very young children (5 years old, for example) a mask would hinder a child's ability to really
focus on school. At a young age I do feel it is important for children to see their teacher's face
and for a teacher to see theirs (sounding out words, reading facial expressions, etc). If masks
were mandated I would support it. However, I would prefer masking to remain up to each
individual. I am concerned that a mask mandate will cause more school disruptions for my
child due to angry parents, etc. I do have legitimate concerns for safety as many people are
fatigued of the whole situation and I am concerned about people who take their anger and
frustration too far.

8/16/2021 9:44 AM

535

[Full disclosure: I am both a parent of a high schooler as well as an employee of a local high
school]. With the rise of the highly transmissible Delta variant and the science stating that both
vaccinated and unvaccinated alike can get covid and spread covid, I believe it's in the best
interest of all parties involved to have all employees and students wear a mask until such time
as this surge declines. Educating our kids in person is the goal and as such, wearing a mask
is a small but impactful step we can take to lessen the spread and maximize in-person
learning for our students.

8/16/2021 9:43 AM

536

Please require masks for all students and staff at schools to protect them from catching and
spreading COVID-19. This will help protect our students, teachers and staff, and the
community at large.

8/16/2021 9:43 AM

537

Please use science and data to make this decision. Should not be made on popular decision
this is about keeping our kids and community healthy and safe. I am a RN both kids
vaccinated and feel strongly with current transmission rates we need to mask we should not
get in a position of running out of pediatric hospital beds and deaths or long term health
impacts masks are easy kids don’t complain they need to understand the why please mask
our kids indoors

8/16/2021 9:43 AM

538

Keep it optional, let us choose! Covid is not going anywhere soon, we need to learn to live with
it, vaccinate and listen to science. People can choose to get vaccinated, people can choose to
mask.

8/16/2021 9:43 AM

539

A decision to mandate masks should not come from a public survey or comments. It should
come from scientists and doctors. These are the people with the knowledge and expertise to
keep our children safe despite the OPINIONS of their parents. Opinions are not facts. The
facts are that every major medical association, along with numerous health departments, and
Colorado Children's hospital all agree that universal masking is necessary to keep our children
IN SCHOOL and safe. Please protect our children now, before children end-up hospitalized and
potentially die. This is preventable, and you have the knowledge and power to prevent it.
Thank you for reading.

8/16/2021 9:42 AM

540

Public schools K-12 present an optimal environment for the spread of Covid because of how
difficult it is to social distance and the small percentage of vaccinated students ages 12 and
above. If students are NOT required to wear masks in schools the delta variant will likely
spread quickly not only within the school population but then into the outside community. We
cannot risk letting covid majorly disrupt another school year. Children NEED to be in school.
Children WANT to be in school. The only way to ensure a safe(r) in school experience for both
students and staff is to mandate universal masking.

8/16/2021 9:42 AM

541

Masking our children is just instilling unnecessary fear. The risk of kids dying from Covid is so
incredibly low, and if people are so scared that kids are carriers then those scared adults
should already be vaccinated. And if the vaccine truly works, then they should not be worried.
Why can’t those that want masks wear one and those that don’t, don’t. We need to have our

8/16/2021 9:42 AM
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kids build natural immunity, like we have for all the other illnesses that are out there! Not to
mention the media has even noted that masks does not even help with the smoke in our state
lately! Which is funny because smoke particles are larger than Covid ones……I want my
children to see their friends smiles and be able to hear their teachers when they are teaching.
Please stop making our kids political pawns, they pose no threat. Please think of the kids and
the effects this has to their future. Thank you.
542

Please keep mask mandatory and social distance is needed.

8/16/2021 9:42 AM

543

Masking should NOT be mandatory! The least risk individuals need to be protected from
mandates in order to have the best environment for gaining lost ground in education from last
year!!!!!!!

8/16/2021 9:41 AM

544

Masks negatively affect the schools learning and social environment

8/16/2021 9:41 AM

545

I am confused why following the recommendations of the CDC and AAP is up for community
debate. Please require masks in schools to reduce COVID transmission and give our students
the best possible chance for in-person learning for the year. Let science guide county
decisions, not the opinions of community members.

8/16/2021 9:41 AM

546

I want choice to wear a mask or not. No to any mandate!

8/16/2021 9:40 AM

547

Please do mask mandate

8/16/2021 9:40 AM

548

We should be given a choice if we want our children to wear masks, it should not be mandated
by the county or school district. We as Parents should have the right to choose.

8/16/2021 9:40 AM

549

Masks are needed. Duh!!!

8/16/2021 9:39 AM

550

Masks should not be mandated for children in schools. It should be a choice.

8/16/2021 9:39 AM

551

School kids are at risk for COVID delta variant. Ensure their safe by mask mandate, online
class offerings or school closures.

8/16/2021 9:39 AM

552

I am adamantly opposed to ANY mandate regarding the wearing of masks at any age level in
school. This is a private matter to be determined and measured out in a family setting by
parents. This should not be a collective mandate set by a board. If children and families
choose to wear a mask, fine. This should not be choice that is taken away from families that
choose not to.

8/16/2021 9:39 AM

553

My child will NOT wear a mask to school.

8/16/2021 9:39 AM

554

I would respectfully request the board follow the science and present cdc recommendations
that students mask in school. This should not be a decision that is if influenced by anything
other than science. Masking until all children can be vaccinated is reasonable. Especially as a
number of teachers have opted not to accept a vaccine and parents of kids under 12 have few
options.

8/16/2021 9:38 AM

555

Kids are getting really sick and even dying from the Delta variant. Mask mandating will save
our kids lives because there are parents that just don’t understand how important it is.

8/16/2021 9:38 AM

556

Please protect our children under 12 and immunocompromised individuals by requiring masks
in all schools regardless of vaccine status until we can know for sure that vaccinated
individuals don’t bring home COVID-19 from school. It doesn’t seem we can trust people to do
the right thing out of their own free will and others shouldn’t have to pay the price of that with
their own health. I’m a firm believer in freedom of choice but not when it is at the detriment of
someone else.

8/16/2021 9:38 AM

557

Please don’t require masks on our poor kids. The science doesn’t prove they need them. The
science shows that the types of masks worn don’t do anything and most don’t even wear them
correctly to work anyway. The children endured a terrible year and a half with strength and
flexibility while the world tried to figure this out. They will suffer long term effects if you keep
masking them and not allowing them to show emotions, and experience a school year they
deserve!!!!

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

558

I believe all students, staff, and faculty should be wearing masks to help slow the spread of
covid.

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

559

I believe it should be a choice for the parents and student whether to mask. I believe how
children where masks is not supportive of any protection

8/16/2021 9:37 AM
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560

Both of my daughters are under the age of 10, therefore are not able to be vaccinated. They
were elearning last year and it was hard in them. We chose to put them in person school and
we want to do everything we can to protect them. Mandating masks will help protect
themselves and others and able to keep learning in person.

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

561

I support masking to ensure students have fewer disruptions to in person learning. My
vaccinated niece ( a high school senior) last week contracted Covid, presumably because
some of her friends think that Covid is a joke/ is fake. There is a high likelihood that some
parents will send there kids to school without making sure that ‘summer sniffles’ or worse are
not Covid or maybe even knowingly as has happened in other states, often due ti the impact
on the parents work schedule. Without masking, this will unnecessarily risk the health of
others who can then spread Covid in the community. Until all school age children can be
vaccinated and unvaccinated students can he excluded during an outbreak just like for
measles, masks offer the best protection.

8/16/2021 9:37 AM

562

Children need to learn and to learn they need to see their teachers mouth to understand how to
read and write. Masks are not necessary for children or in school or for something with such a
high survival rate. Let everyone live. The flu is much more scary for a child that covid and
there is nothing that has ever changed at school during flu season. Me, as several other
families I have spoken to will potentially pull our children from public school if masks are worn
again. It’s not fair to our children!

8/16/2021 9:36 AM

563

I feel masks do not work. Especially for younger children. If the parent feels softer with their
child wearing a mask then that should be the parents choice NOT a mandated one.

8/16/2021 9:36 AM

564

My family and I just moved to Parker at the end of July from the Chicago area. I was surprised
to learn that Douglas County Schools were not requiring masks indoors, especially for those
who are unvaccinated. I felt confident that masks would be mandated in Douglas County given
its reputation and proximity to a large city like Denver. I would not have chosen Douglas
County as an option to live if I knew that enforcement of masks within the schools would be so
careless. Clearly, the “strong” recommendation of wearing masks is not taken seriously by all
students, staff, and visitors within the school district. As a public school teacher, my job is to
ensure the safety and well-being of my students. As a parent, my job is to ensure the safety
and well-being of my three, young children. I do not feel Douglas County School District is
providing that safety. It is very concerning if we, as a community, plan to continue full time,
face-to-face learning for the remainder of the year. If the mask policy isn’t changed, I believe
the children in our district are going to get sick, and they will be learning remotely sooner than
later. Why are we playing with fire when something as simple as a mask can help our children
stay healthy and remain in school for the entire school year?

8/16/2021 9:36 AM

565

I absolutely oppose the mandatory masking of children in schools. It poses a mental health
issue to our kids and the date does not support the need for it.

8/16/2021 9:36 AM

566

I have three children in public school, and my husband and I will pull them out of school and
homeschool them if you mandate masks again. It should be a personal choice for each parent
and child. Children are not dying from Covid. Studies show masks do NOT work .

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

567

I would like to follow the CDC recommendations for kids and unvaccinated students in our
school. Kids are still at high risk for Delta variant and can spread it also if infected. I think we
should impose the masks in schools specially with kids.

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

568

I have four kids attending school in the DCSD (one at Legend HS and three at Leman
Academy) and even though all four are vaccinated, I am still very concerned that they could
become infected, and then inadvertently infect others who are not vaccinated. I am also
concerned they could infect their grandparents who are vaccinated, but still at risk of a more
serious infection. The Board of Health should listen to the science and mandate mask wearing
for all students in all indoor settings, and take all precautions to help minimize the spread. We
CAN keep our kids in school, but we need to be thoughtful in how we use the proven tools and
resources that are available. Vaccinations should also be mandated just like every other
vaccination that's required to attend school. Thank you.

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

569

I feel strongly about having a mask mandate in school for kids under 12 who are not
vaccinated yet and teachers/ staff regardless of vaccinated status. The mandate could be
lifted once kids are vaccinated.

8/16/2021 9:34 AM

570

I DO NOT agree that children should be forced to wear a mask. It should be a personal choice.
The mask actually gives my daughter and myself heartburn ironically. It also makes my

8/16/2021 9:33 AM
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daughters asthma act up when she has to wear it for extended periods. If someone is worried
about catching Covid, they can choose to wear a mask or do online learning. But please do not
mandate mask wearing. It should be a personal choice.
571

No masks unless parents want their child to wear one

8/16/2021 9:33 AM

572

No one is asking for the rights of those who need and wish to mask to be stripped. Why is it
fair for our right to chose be threatened? Despite the way this survey was written-I DO support
masking for those who chose it. It is not what’s best for my kids.

8/16/2021 9:32 AM

573

Please enable universal masking to protect our kids and keep them in school! Very few kids
are wearing masks in school and its clear the school is ripe for a super spreader event.

8/16/2021 9:32 AM

574

I support voluntary masking only. It should be the parents' decision whether they want their
children to mask. This is not included in your options below. Seems like a major mistake. It
should read I do not support mandatory masking.

8/16/2021 9:32 AM

575

Please don’t mask our children. They don’t transmit the disease and act as a buffer to
transmission according to all available data. There’s never been one trial that shows that
masks stop the transmission of respiratory illness. You have the opportunity to shield our
children from chaos. Do it please.

8/16/2021 9:32 AM

576

Please protect our children and require masks or virtual options

8/16/2021 9:32 AM

577

The FACT IS MASKS DON'T WORK. There is absolutely no evidence from any replicated
study that show that schools that required face masks had significantly fewer cases of Covid19 when compared to schools to that did not require face masks. States like South Dakota
never required face masks, school closures or lock-downs and they did not experience any
higher case loads, deaths or hospitalizations from Covid-19 compared to states who did enact
such measures and restrictions. If kids can SMELL THE SMOKE FROM THE WILDFIRES IN
CALIFORNIA, THEN THE MASK DOESN'T WORK. Last spring teachers DEMANDED that
they receive the vaccine ahead of every other demographic so that they would be protected,
schools could remain open and KIDS WOULDN'T HAVE TO WEAR MASKS. There is
ABSOLUTELY no reason why ANY person over the age of 12 in this country can get
vaccinated immediately and be protected from Covid-19. They DO NOT NEED TO BE
PROTECTED FROM HUMAN BEINGS WHO DO NOT CONTRACT OR SPREAD Covid-19.
Due to face masks children are NOT being exposed to other more common respiratory illness
such as Respiratory Syncytial Virus or RSV. Their immune systems are not being properly
stimulated to fight these illnesses, causing huge surges for more dangerous viruses. Finally,
Covid-19 is NOT deadly to children. It is a FACT that they have less than one in a million
chance of dying from Covid-19. They have a greater chance of dying from falling down stairs in
their home, being struck by lightening, dying in a car accident or dying from the seasonal flu
than Covid-19. Douglas County is the second healthiest county the ENTIRE COUNTRY. We
have the lowest rates of Covid-19 per population of any county in the state and the highest
vaccination rate. MASKS WILL NOT CHANGE WHAT IS ALREADY BETTER THAN 99% OF
THE COUNTRY. FACE MASKS ARE GAGS. GAGGING A CHILD IS CONSIDERED SEVERE
CHILD ABUSE AND A CRIMINAL OFFENSE. FACE MASKS ARE CHILD ABUSE. If kids
want to wear masks, let them. DO NOT REQUIRE THEM.

8/16/2021 9:31 AM

578

I oppose mask mandates for our kids and for any indoor school setting. I oppose any
mandatory mask or vaccination mandates.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

579

Masks are not required in stores, public events, sports, restaurants. Kids attend all of these
activities without masks so why should they be required to wear them at school when they
aren't wearing them any where else. Our kids attended several camps over the summer without
wearing masks and there were no issues.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

580

My child has Cystic Fibrosis, which is an incurable, progressive lung disease. We want her to
live like any other child and not in a bubble. If the virus continues to spread, she will have to
be pulled out of school and not get that experience that other kids will have. By making masks
mandated, this will help decrease transmission from others and keep her in school longer and
not in a hospital bed. Please think of the families who do have immunocompromised children
and who want to be in-person, around their peers.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

581

It is utter nonsense to let public opinion and outrage take precedence over the knowledge of
the experts working in public health. Our kids who are in congregate settings should be
protected at all costs. I do not want our children paying for our mistakes with either long term
side effects or possibly their lives. I just dropped off my Kindie and second graders and they

8/16/2021 9:30 AM
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were the only ones masking in a sea of faces. They know the importance and why sometimes
making the hard choice, to wear a mask when it’s uncomfortable and apparently now a social
stigma, is the best thing we can do for each other. I have taught them to be good, kind humans
and that the golden rule in life is to treat others the way you want to be treated. Wearing a
mask shoes those around you that you care what happens to them. Don’t wait for this to hit
close to home. I already have friends who have lost a mother, a husband. This pandemic isn’t
over and letting our guards down will give this virus what it needs to flourish. I have been
working as a case investigator for a year in this pandemic. I have heard so many first hand
accounts. Yes, there a lot of people who manage just fine when they catch it. But I ask you to
calm down a nervous mother who has infected her 3 month old baby or talk to someone who is
hospitalized and afraid of what might happen. The guilt they share with us of exposing their
loved ones is a lot to handle but whatever empathy I can share in the moment is my cross to
bear. We can share the numbers, the statistics; but in my position, these are people. They are
our neighbors. Our community helpers. Our people! They are not just some random metric. I
wish everyone could have the experience of viewing this pandemic from other peoples eyes.
Because maybe we could have this over with if more people just could put themselves in
someone else’s shoes. If just to see for a minute the clarity that the littlest thing we can do,
wear a cloth over our faces, could stop one more child from losing a parent.
582

Since children aren’t vaccinated it only makes sense to have children wear masks.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

583

No masks please! So much of learning and communication has to do with being able to see
someone speak and then be able to respond. The students need normalcy, and the science
supports the fact that masks do not prevent someone from getting sick. Please do what is
best for our youth. NO MASKS!!!

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

584

I’m not arguing from a position on the efficacy of masks, just on the practicality of them. If a
student does not want to mask and their parents don’t want them to mask, it is impossible to
enforce a mask mandate. I spent so much class time last year asking students to put their
masks on. As soon as I wasn’t looking, they took them off again. I understand the safety
concerns behind a mask mandate, but it only works if there is consistent compliance. In my
classrooms, over 50% of students took their masks off over and over, despite my daily and
consistent reminders to wear them. That means that they were spreading contagions, even
though we as a school enforced the mandate. In the end, I wasted so much precious education
time and no one was protected. If parents are on board, students will wear their masks.
Without parental support, however, it just gives teachers more non-educational issues to deal
with, creates more classroom conflict, and simply does not work. Please let masking be a
family decision. In reality, that’s what it is anyway, whether or not that’s what it is on paper.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

585

We are moving to Douglas County for my husband's work. I have a 4 and 5 year old and have
been desperate to give them a normal school life, with certainty and NO covid fear-mongering.
Children are not affected by covid, children are not super spreaders of covid. Not only am I a
parent but I am a Masters degree graduate in Communication, and the implications of children
being denied facial queues from other children and teachers are crimes against humanity.
Children need to see expression to learn words, to read to write. The damage done to children
being denied these RIGHTS is tantamount to abuse, for a few fear-driven fanatics. If people
are scared, shelter, stay home, go online. BUT leave us normal folk to live freely with love and
happiness and humanity at the heart of it.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

586

Our family is completely opposed to any form of mandated mask or vaccines. We will pull our
children out of the school system if they are mandated. I have 6 children and have seen first
hand the mental and emotional strain masks put on my kids. They want to avoid ANYWHERE
they are required. There is not enough evidence to support the need for masks especially in
children. They are NOT scientific...Fauci has said so himself; that it is more about making us
feel safe than actually protecting us. MASKS DO NOT WORK, do the research! And the
psychological damage is real and completely unnecessary on our young and impressionable
children.

8/16/2021 9:30 AM

587

I do not support mandatory, universal masking. Parents have the option to mask their kids. It
does not make sense to mask all kids where the data shows kids 11 and younger are not
dying from COVID and not being hospitalized at any significant rate. Less than 400 kids
nationwide have died of COVID. Any death is tragic, but trying to “save” everyone is unrealistic
especially where age 11 and younger are not susceptible to COVID the way older populations
can be. Is the plan to mask for the flu (kids die from that) as well? Also, where are the studies
on the psychological effects of masking on kids? Additionally, cloth masks aren’t even
effective. Does the district plan on providing KN95 masks to ALL these kids and have them

8/16/2021 9:30 AM
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worn and changed (frequently) in the way they are supposed to? Allow parents to decide for
their kids instead of forcing our youngest, most impressionable population to undergo
unnecessary masking.
588

I feel like we’ve done enough damage to our kids over the last almost 2 years. If people want
to wear masks, that’s their choice, if they don’t, that’s their choice. We’re being forced to take
a vaccine that’s not been fully approved by the FDA yet. Let people decide for themselves on
these topics.

8/16/2021 9:29 AM

589

Please help our community to do what is best for our families, schools and hospitals by using
your knowledge and skills as needed. News is sharing information faster than studies can be
peer reviewed or data can be looked at by those who understand what the next steps need to
be. We need public health officials to help us by using their skills and knowledge for the best
interests of all.

8/16/2021 9:29 AM

590

I am a Grandmother of a 7 year old that is in 2nd Grade at Gold Rush Elementary in Parker.
She wears a mask now and is very comfortable doing so. It does not restrict her or cause her
to have low self esteem. She, even though being 7yrs, understands the consequences that
Covid 19 and the variants can cause. These people who are so Hell Bent on not being "told"
what to do, need to take a tour of Children's Hospital or National Jewish Hospital and see the
consequenses of children who are living with lung, heart and other complications. These
people will say," well we don't get sick, so we don't need to be told what to do". WELL - when
your precious little son or daughter ends up in ICU with a intubation tube and many IV's to
keep them alive, PERHAPS, they will see the light!!! MASKS SHOULD BE WORN IN
SCHOOL, ESPECIALLY FOR THE YOUNGER CHILDREN WHO CANNOT HAVE THE
VACCINES RIGHT NOW. Yes I might be older and have more insurance, but I am at least
smart enough to know that we don't know enough about this horrid disease to just throw up our
hands and give up because people are being so selfish not to care for other individuals !!!!

8/16/2021 9:29 AM

591

As a Douglas County schools parent, I am NOT in support of any mask mandate. This
decision should be made by each individual family.

8/16/2021 9:29 AM

592

Forcing our kids to wear masks is a gross overreach of powers you don't have. It's absolutely
unhealthy for them physically, socially, and emotionally. Enough is enough, stop playing with
our lives and forcing lies on our kids.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

593

My children My choice whether to mask or vaccinate- Do not mandate masks for my school
children.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

594

The delta variant is extremely contagious and impacting children and science has proven that
masks are effective in preventing the spread of virus—most so if everyone is wearing them.
Without the option to vaccinate young children, I am hesitant to send my 4-year-old to pre-k—
an important step in her educational and social development—without universal masking in
place.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

595

I believe all staff/students should be wearing masks in schools. We have governing bodies
that have stated their recommendation for safe return to school and we should be following
them. Both the CDC and AAP recommended masking for children. There should be no
consideration of vaccination status to influence this recommendation.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

596

Masks won't stop someone from getting sick, the virus is too tiny for a mask to prevent it from
passing through. Our mouths are disgusting and the germs from them get into the masks.
Studies have found that the masks people wear daily without washing them regularly contain
harmful pathogens that they are then breathing in. The masks are also preventing children from
getting enough oxygen as well as preventing them from seeing facial expressions causing
emotional detachment. I wish I was hearing schools encouraging parents to give their children
vitamin D, multi-vitamins, vitamin c, and zinc so they would have strong immune systems to
be able to handle being in-person. These are things that will actually help our students remain
healthy. It is GOOD for children to be exposed to all the little germs in their environment so
their bodies are strong enough to handle the bigger germs. When we over-sanitize we are only
exposing them to super bugs. Finally, please allow parents to have the freedom to decide if
they want their child to wear a mask or not.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM

597

Masking children wear a mask is child abuse. Those who abuse children deserve to be in
prison or worse. The claim is that our ICU’s are at 85% capacity. This is simply a lie. Go to
your local hospital yourself. Don’t be a coward. Stand up for what is right. No mask mandates
for our children.

8/16/2021 9:28 AM
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598

No masks ! The unintended consequences of hampered cognitive development is far worse
than any Covid protections these unscientific mask mandates offer!

8/16/2021 9:27 AM

599

It should continue to be a choice to mask a child in school. It should not be mandated. I do not
support masking of children in schools.

8/16/2021 9:27 AM

600

I am a psychologist and a father of three children, two of whom are attending in person fulltime school this year. I am not a physician, but I am a doctor of our mental health, and, I
believe, understanding what in necessary for human thriving. In my training and work with
multitudes of people, especially over the last year and a half, I am convinced of this truth: the
human face is essential to our individual and shared humanity. For all of us, but especially for
the young, who are developing their sense of their own humanity in their interactions with
others. Therefore, I see the compulsory masking of children in schools as profoundly
detrimental to their formation. I believe that continued masking of children will have deep,
lasting negative impacts on them, not only during this time, but throughout their lifetimes. I
believe it is essential that children see the faces of their peers and teachers for the sake of
their education, socialization, and development. Much has been already said about the fact
that children are the least susceptible to this virus, particularly the risk of hospitalization or
death. I believe the negative effects of compulsory masking of the young is inordinate to their
COVID risk, and should be avoided. I know that many of those making these decisions are
scared and uncertain. The impulse to feel like we doing something helpful and important clouds
our judgement, and leads us to make mistakes that will have greater deleterious effects than
protection. I plead with Tri-County Health and anyone else facing these decisions to leave the
decision regarding masking in schools up to the parents or guardians of those children. Note:
Under question #4, I believe that all provided answers are extreme. While I do not believe
masking in schools is needed or wise for most circumstances, I do believe in the right of
individuals and families to make their own decisions, and believe that this school year the
decision should be left to them, not mandated.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

601

The vaccine adults and teens can get provides only the preparation of the receiver's immune
system for the COVID-19 virus attack, which results in an easier developed disease
progression. The vaccination does not protect from the contraction of COVID-19 or stop its
spread. Even worse, the vaccinated people may not even know they have contracted COVID19 Delta variant and are spreading it because for them it results in little to no symptoms. I
think the masks should be worn by all, especially in the indoor setting for the following
reasons: 1) to protect kids from catching COVID-19 and thus keeping them in school; 2) to
prevent unwilling spread of COVID-19 and thus keep hospitals from overcrowding; 3) the
masks also are effective in stopping the spread of cold and flu viruses. These viruses do not
have as potentially deadly outcomes like the COVID-19, but they weaken immune system and
make a person even more susceptible to COVID-19 infection. In short, less viral infections
mean less missed days of school for the kids. 4) it is harder to pick nose, or to chew on nails
with a mask on. Hence, less harmful microorganisms will travel from the hand-to-mouth(nose)
route and less non-airborne diseases will torture the kids. They miss less school days.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

602

Masking children in school is not supported by any data, as they are the lowest risk category
of any in a given population. Multiple studies as well as CDC data have shown over the past
18 months that not only are children not likely to have serious illness from COVID-19, but they
are also unlikely to spread the illness
(https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2778940?
utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=042
621). 1. Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing: This is a very
rare occurrence, and special accommodations should be made for those who are both unable
to be vaccinated AND are in a high risk group. Children do not fall into this cagegory. The
overwhelming majority of children should not be punished and be responsible for the perceived
risk posed to a marginal group of high risk individuals. 2. Potential impact on secondary
spread: Again, children are not responsible for the spread of COVID-19 (see study linked
above). 3. Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks): Children
wearing masks does not enhance learning, and is actually detrimental to their social and
emotional development. Learning to read while not being able to see a teachers mouth
phonetically working through the sounds is not enhanced learning. Trying to assess social
cues while only seeing half of each child’s face is not enhanced learning. There are no data
that suggest that outbreaks among children are a risk to the children, so the disruptions
mentioned are not a data driven risk. Teaching our children that the air is toxic and that they
are at risk of hurting/killing their peers/teachers is psychologically abusive, and not form of
enhanced learning. 4. Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and
time out of class due to isolation, school disruption: This is the school, teacher’s, and parent’s

8/16/2021 9:26 AM
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responsibility to help children understand right from wrong, and that bullying is wrong. The
answer is not to muzzle EVERY child for fear of the mistreatment of a few. Masks can cause
acne and other skin problems, children with myopia can struggle with masks fogging glasses,
and masks can lead to increased carbon dioxide in the blood. Masking children forces them to
inhale sweat, spit, and dirt all day. These are all proven reasons that masking children does
real physical, as opposed to the alleged possible mental stress. None of these reasons
addresses the fact that there is no documented medical benefit of masking children.
603

Please listen to the CDC and other experts and require masks in schools.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

604

We need to be protecting the kids who are not able to be vaccinated and think they should be
wearing masks while indoors.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

605

The effectiveness of masks in preventing the virus is inconclusive. The list of cons is long.
Harder to communicate, glasses fog up, feelings of isolation, difficult to breathe in certain
situations…only a few of the reasons.

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

606

I’m a vaccinated student but I support masks. My cousin is immune-compromised and cannot
get vaccinated— I think a community should protect its members. I want to protect my fellow
Americans and help stop the spread. Isn’t that the most patriotic thing we can do?

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

607

Thanks for looking out for Douglas County kids. I’m sure you are considering many factors as
it relates to covid (masks, in person learning, etc.) and wanted to share my thoughts as a
parent of two Douglas County middle school students. In my humble opinion, the majority of
our country's response to this pandemic has been worse than disease itself. It’s
understandable given our evolving experience and understanding of this pandemic but I’m
urging all policy-makers to remember that this pandemic, now an endemic, is going to be part
of society moving forward. We need to start thinking about the social and psychological
damage that our response to date is causing. Lately, it’s been encouraging to see TCHD and
Douglas Counties more rational approach to endemic and starting to lead the charge in
Colorado toward getting kids back into school and removing mask mandates. I hope that
continues. At a macro level, suggest we shift toward policies that help those at risk from covid
(elderly, other subset vulnerable groups unable to obtain a vaccine) protect themselves in
isolation (if necessary) without forcing the whole of society to risk long term health and
economic harms. These policies that help those at risk should not be at the expense of the
greater society that is not at risk and should not impede on our unalienable Rights (Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness). In summary, schools should be open and children should not be
forced to wear masks. This causes undue harm on students (mental, social, impedes
education) that are not at mortal risk from covid. Those worried about covid have the option to
get a vaccine and we should focus our time/energy on helping the small subset of society that
is at mortal risk from this pandemic/endemic. Thanks again for everything you do! Mike Aubert

8/16/2021 9:26 AM

608

In order to protect students, teachers and other school employees I am in favor of a mask
mandate. Covid is airborne and masking is a viable tool to stop the spread. This is evidence
based. Please don’t let politics sway your opinion. Vaccines and masks save lives.

8/16/2021 9:25 AM

609

I am writing to you as a parent to not make my child wear a mask all day at school. I have a
kindergartner and it is not healthy to have her wear a mask for eight hours with still such low
rates in kids. If it got to 20-30 percent of kids being hospitalized then I see it necessary. The
numbers are just not bad enough yet. Colorado and specifically Douglas county has done a
wonderful job and it is just not at that point yet. If we were at the numbers that the south has
then I would understand. We have always done so well here with covid here and Colorado and
it never got bad here enough to warrant mask wearing for kids ten and under. I beg you please
do not make my child wear a mask for eight hours a day please I beg you as I want to keep
her in school.

8/16/2021 9:25 AM

610

Do not make our kids wear masks. It is physically and mentally harmful.

8/16/2021 9:25 AM

611

I have 4 children in the public school system at Douglas County. Two in high school, one in
middle school, and one in elementary school. Douglas County has a vaccination rate of over
70%. Our children's education SUFFERED last year due to masks, social distancing, and
remote learning. I was my kids GPA's drop, anxiety rise, depression, and a drop in learning.
One of my children has some mild hearing issues and masks made it very difficult to hear and
understand the teacher. I also have a child that was adopted and English is her second
language. Her language development was decreased because she couldn't see the teachers
mouth forming words nor could she see the facial expression to help her with her
understanding. I believe masks need to a family choice. Please do not take away the rights of

8/16/2021 9:25 AM
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parents to do what is best for their families. At this point everyone over the age of 12 has had
the opportunity to be vaccinated. It is no longer about the teachers health. We need to think
about the mental health of these kids and their educational health as well. Students have a
higher chance of committing suicide or getting into a car accident than they do of dieing from
covid. Parents who are concerned have the right to have their kids wear masks or make the
choice to enroll their child in an online school. Our kids a normal year for both education and
also for their mental health. In a county that had such a high vaccination rate mask and mass
quarantines should not be implemented. Tri County Health should not be making the same
mandates for Douglas County that they might implement in the other two counties.
612

My children, my voice whether to mask or vaccinate. I want the choice- DO NOT MANDATE
MASKS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

8/16/2021 9:25 AM

613

All United State Public Health institutions, national centers of excellence, medical schools,
and experts in infectious diseases have given voice and published extensively supporting
universal mask wearing in primary and secondary schools. The CDC clearly states it’s
positions supporting masks. Mandates do not represent authoritarianism but instead are public
health measures to protect all of us. This is all of us doing what we can for the United States
and, in particular, for our vulnerable children.

8/16/2021 9:25 AM

614

I am immunocompromised with M.S. and Parkinson's. My granddaughters are 5 and 7 and
attend Coyote Creek Elementary. My husband and I care for them when they are not at school
as my daughter and her husband can continue to work full time. They are wearing masks, but
all children need to be wearing masks due to the delta variant to keep them and us safe.
Please mandate masks to ensure our children can remain in school and we all have a better
chance at not contracting COVID-19.

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

615

It should be up to parents. Many parents are ready to pull their children out of school if we go
back to mandatory masks. Many people in the district are ready to quit their jobs if we have a
mask mandate. Personal preference! That is all there is to it! This is America, we should not
have our freedom taken away. It is our right to choose what is best for us and our children.
Period!!!

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

616

Fully support masks and should have had them last week. When parents are able to do what is
responsible, they don’t. We need our kids in school and this is the best way to slow the spread
and ensure responsibility among a group that cannot be vaccinated. Without masks, and left to
their own devices, maskless parents believe that COVID circulating through a community is a
good thing. We know different. Stop the spread and protect our students, staff and families.
Data from Germany shows the difference masks make. I’m tired of being held hostage by
parents who do nothing.

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

617

I strongly support universal masking at least at the elementary school level. I am a Douglas
County resident and do not agree with the Douglas County Board of Commissioners in regards
to masking in school.

8/16/2021 9:24 AM

618

We know NONE OF THIS is science! Stop the sinister agenda! Children are HEALTHY full of
glutathione and do not need to be controlled and taught to think covering their faces is normal
and made to think and feel they are contaminated! No no no! STOP THIS!

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

619

The science is clear - masks work. Please make masks *mandatory* for all students, faculty,
visitors, and any other humans present at a school to protect those who cannot be vaccinated
- all children under 12. There should be exactly one exemption from mandatory masking those with a previously-documented case of asthma/breathing problems - no exceptions for
religious or "personal object" reasons.

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

620

Please enforce strict mask wearing for the safety of our citizens especially children

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

621

Keeping our kids in masks is a danger to their mental and physical health. Kids can't hear
teachers. The real Science shows masks do not prevent the spread of Covid. And you don't
need to be a Doctor to figure this out. It is a simple mathematical calculation. Your mouth
carries bacteria and wearing a mask is a bacteria breeding ground. Not to mention the
obstruction of our basic human need of oxygen. My doctor can attest to the lung infections,
rotten teeth , acne, she has seen as a result of masks. A few vocal parents keep screaming
and their non stop harassment is unacceptable and keeps getting rewarded by them getting
their way. I've had enough. Masks are dangerous period and our kids do not belong in them.

8/16/2021 9:23 AM

622

I prefer mask within school premises ( indoor) as new strain of COVID virus delta is increasing
the no of cases within the country.

8/16/2021 9:22 AM
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623

With the increasing cases of kids under 12 getting hospitalized, I strongly recommend mask
mandate and social distance measures in school until kids are fully vaccinated.

8/16/2021 9:22 AM

624

Our kids are at high risk for COVID-19 delta variant, please ensure their safety!

8/16/2021 9:22 AM

625

Mask should be a choice not a mandate. Families can choose to send kids to school or not if
they feel unsafe. It is a choice

8/16/2021 9:22 AM

626

I disagree with mandate masks.

8/16/2021 9:22 AM

627

As you are no doubt aware, the governor has not mandated masks but has instead wants local
school and public health leaders to lead the charge in keeping schools safe and open to inperson learning, and he favors a “layered” approach. “Surveillance, testing, ventilation,
cohorting. There's a number of these,” Polis said. “It is possible if a district is failing to
implement these, they may fail to stay in person.” There is a world of difference between a
mask mandate and the layered approach Polis desires. Moreover, we can't simply rely on CDC
recommendations. The CDC strongly recommends that people not eat raw fish or undercooked meat, and yet many people—especially in this state—choose to enjoy our fish raw
(Sushi) and our steaks medium rare. My hope is that TCH will embrace the flexibility offered in
this “strong recommendation” and not mandate masks—or distancing—for students in any
setting. I believe the data is firmly on the side of this position. The policy response to COVID
—particularly as applied to children—has been wickedly inept. We now have nearly 18 month's
worth of data. Not using that data to craft better policies and create better outcomes for our
children would be simply wicked. That data tells us several key things that argue strongly
against masking children. To wit (all of these claims are supported with data and links below):
- Children are at extremely low risk from death, hospitalization, or other adverse events due to
COVID-19. They face a 3-4x higher mortality risk from flu vs. COVID and a 10x risk of suicide.
- Even with Delta, children are at extremely low risk, with some data suggesting that pediatric
hospitalization rates for Delta are less than half what they were for earlier variants. - Children
are NOT super-spreaders. They are not the reservoir of COVID-19 that is “prolonging the
pandemic.” Multiple contact tracing studies have shown that the R0 for children is actually
BELOW one, meaning it is mathematically impossible for them to drive this epidemic. They
are epidemiological dead ends. - Mask mandates–especially in schools–do not reduce school
or community transmission. With these facts in hand, it becomes clear that if we are to
continue masking children for COVID with vaccines universally available to the at-risk, there
will be no logical point at which we can unmask them. Even with widespread vaccination of
children for COVID-19, using the arguments currently in vogue, the greater lethality of flu would
counsel permanent masking to limit its spread (never mind CDC analyses showing that doing
so does not limit its transmission). If we do not take this off-ramp for masking, there will be no
other. Finally, your question in #4 is missing one critical option I would have chosen instead. "I
believe it is the parent's discretion whether to mask (or vaccinate) their child"

8/16/2021 9:22 AM

628

I will not comment the contradicting information and statistics that have been flooding from
everywhere. I do believe every parent should have the freedom to decide whether their
child/ren should wear masks while at school and their decisions should be respected. The
emotional, mental, cognitive, and even social impact of wearing masks is enormous with
several detrimental effects. Each child is unique and responds to the environmental factors in
a different way. Parents know what is best for their children and should be the ones making
those decisions.

8/16/2021 9:21 AM

629

I strongly disagree with masking our children. I think this should be a family decision.
Statistically the symposium for children under 18 the symptoms are mild. Masking them for 7
hours or more a day affects their ability to learn and focus. My daughter in particular struggled
last year with anxiety. It’s so important for these children to see classmates and teachers
smiling and communicating with them. I don’t mind if parents want to mask their children but
I’m NOT ok masking mine. If my child is forced to wear a mask she will no longer be attending
this school.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

630

Masks make sense when there are few other precautions being taken - at our school kids
living with family members with Covid are told to go to school without masks if they don’t have
symptoms, despite it being known that some people don’t have symptoms or don’t YET have
symptoms. This is absolutely illogical and dangerous. It’s things like this that make mandates
more necessary. With more consistent precautions outside of masks maybe masks wouldn’t
be as needed but there will no doubt be many kids spreading covid freely in classrooms where
desks are facing each other, no social distancing strategies are in place and no consistent
evidence-based attempts at quarantining & contact tracing are being made. Last year there
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were MANY efforts being made to protect kids when the virus was not affecting kids for the
most part. This year there are NO efforts, outside cleaning surfaces (for a virus mostly spread
by inhaling droplets), when the virus is clearly affecting kids. HOW does that make sense. And
how many children need to be sick and hospitalized before those protecting kids take steps.
This Covid impact will be ON TOP of RSV & FLU. We should all have the right to do what we
want for our kids. But overall, people have the right to education and to safety. Maybe
exceptions can be made for those with true issues wearing them. Parents also NEED to be
able to stay at work, and with no mitigation, how often will they face quarantine interruptions or
potentially virtual school if spread isn’t maintained. My kids are wearing masks. We are
isolating well. We are testing if we have any suspicion based on who we’ve been around. And
we will stay home at the sign of any symptom or exposure. Will they end up losing a year of
consistent in-person learning because others won’t take steps to mitigate spread? We have an
opportunity to foster a sense of community with this young generation or foster a sense of
individualism. Which will make for better years to come? Again, I would love for masks not to
be mandating but PLEASE INSIST that other steps be taken. If a family member has Covid,
everyone should stay home. This is already not happening.
631

I would mandate till the hospitals remove the mandate.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

632

We have one life to live and we have the human right to decide if/when/where we will choose to
wear a mask. You cannot and should not decide this for me and my family.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

633

Please put PUBLIC HEALTH over politics and protect our children who are unable to be
vaccinated. Kids need to be in school and the best way to continue this is with masks.
Leaving the decision to wear a mask up to elementary school kids is irresponsible. Let’s be the
adults and keep our children safe by mandating masks for elementary children.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

634

We need universal masking throughout schools until kids can be vaccinated. Keep our kids
safe.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

635

I support a mandate requiring all students and staff, at least at the k-8 level, to wear masks.
These students do not have the opportunity to be vaccinated and we should all do everything
we can to keep them healthy. While these students may not be getting severely ill from CV-19,
why risk it? 350 kids have died, I don't want the 351st to be mine. The science indicates
masking reduces the spread. I would rather keep my kid IN school with a mask on than
quarantined/at home. For parents who object to their students wearing a mask, they can make
the choice to keep them home. Don't put my kid at risk because of selfishness!

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

636

Our highschool kids are vaccinated if they want to be. Those who are concerned can wear a
mask if they choose.

8/16/2021 9:20 AM

637

Do Not mandate masks!

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

638

Non surgical masks provide no help from aerosols from a virus. Kids are very low risk and it
has been shown they don’t spread the virus. There is no medical necessity. This is purely
political and has no scientific base what so ever. In fact, it has been shown that cloth masks
and non surgical masks harbor harmful bacteria. Not every child can wear a mask. Forcing
every child to wear a mask is child abuse. Some already have respiratory issues, such as
asthma, and can’t tolerate a mask. Some have mental issues or emotional issues. Children
can’t learn phonics or social emotion learning if they can’t see each other face or lips moving.
Wearing a mask all day can cause tooth decay by means of dry mouth and mouth breathing in
a mask. Not every child has access to dental care. Those who cannot get dental care can
miss school from tooth pain. The moth harbors bacteria and kids can continually breath in this
bacteria and cause respiratory illnesses. Not everyone can afford masks and this can force
children to wear dirty masks. It is hard for teachers to teach in a mask. They have to strain
their voice for every child to hear. Children have been free from masks all summer and no kids
have died from covid. I saw children smile, laugh , and play. Let’s the children be children. The
real crisis was adolescents committing suicide, attempting to harm themselves, or substance
abuse. Children’s hospital declared a state of emergency because of this. Not because of
covid, but because of mental issues due to everything you guys have mandated. Stop making
everything political. Do what is right for the children. Looking at state test scores, it is clear
that children are not receiving an education and that is their right under the Colorado
constitution.

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

639

The science is overwhelming clear that masking is one of the best, if not the best, ways to
hinder the spread of COVID, especially among the unvaccinated such as children. Please,
please recommend that school districts require that all children, teachers, and staff wear
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masks this school year. We want our children to be safe and our schools to remain open for inperson learning. Requiring masks is an absolute no-brainer.
640

I am a primary Care physician and I am seeing the numbers rise on a daily basis. I strongly
support universal mask setting in all indoor school settings for a number of reasons. First and
foremost to protect those that cannot be vaccinated or who have immunocompromise and
therefore or not fully protected. Secondly, we saw a large decrease in overall viruses in the
cold and flu season with masks And I think this will actually help keep our children in school
where they need to be longer by simply wearing a mask. Our children attend a charter school
and wore them for the entire school year last year and had much lower illness rate. They were
still able to attend school with minimal disruption and none of them ever got Covid thanks to
good protocols and appropriate quarantining. Please learn from a school like ours that stayed
in person and all year long last year and did well. The difference between this year and last
year is Masks and I fear it will not be a good year or we will have to shut down if we do not
mask up again

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

641

It should be the parents' right to chose whether or not their children wear masks. There simply
is not enough data to support universal masking. Children under 11 especially need to be able
to see a mouth and have their mouth seen for learning to read and properly form words.
Learning disabilities will go unnoticed. We played your mask game all last year and now we are
over it. This is extremely disheartening. Please do not mask our babies. Children under 11
ARE BABIES!!!! Parents should get to parent, not the government or a paid organization like
TCHD. Thank you for your time.

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

642

I do NOT give YOU permission to be in charge of my children’s health. I am a Medical Coder
for a very large ED in Colorado and I have seen first hand what the vaccine is doing to our
youth, regardless of what the media and politicians have tried to keep out of the public eye!
Masks…The fact that we are having a vote or discussion about the use of masks is
particularly troubling for me. You have been voted in by our county commissioners to represent
the public in regards to public health information and yet you seem to have disregarded any
sort of proof that masks are doing more damage to our youth than protect them from Covid is
shocking! Have you not read ALL of the proof that masks have never and will never work
unless in combination with other protective equipment and only if it is an N95 mask and even
that is not 100% effective. I can provide you with whatever materials you need, believe it or
not, it is available to the public! I strongly suggest reading it!!Take your political hat off for
once, use the science to help in making your decisions! I am so happy Douglas County has
opted OUT of following any sort of guidance from this incompetent bunch of citizens!

8/16/2021 9:19 AM

643

We would like to preface that we have 2 kindergartners at Mountain View Elementary this year.
We strongly advocate and support masks for all children 11 and under to become mandatory.
We understand arguments against masks, but considering low vaccine rates, our county
included, and the more dangerous and infectious COVID variants that are spreading rapidly
and rampantly throughout or country, we strongly believe we have to do everything in our power
to make sure that we are advocating for, and protecting all of our children in our community.
The only way to do that, while allowing our children in-school learning, is to make masks
mandatory. We have spent the last 5 years keeping our children safe, now it’s your turn. As a
parent, we expect all elected school and health officials, as well as all staff in our school
district, to do everything in their power to keep our kids safe. That is a huge responsibility and
one we hope you never take lightly. Whether it’s a tornado, an active shooter, a chicken pox
outbreak, or the flu, we are entrusting you with the lives of our children. Enforcing children 11
and under to wear masks while inside will prevent hospitalizations and deaths of not just
children in our community, but everyone in our community.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

644

I am 100% against masking my child.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

645

I feel it is imperative to require at least unvaccinated students to wear a mask while indoors at
school. Statistics across the country and, more relevant, the state that we are not out of the
woods with this pandemic. Can we please unite to take this relatively easy step to to protect
our children and ourselves and finally help put an end to the pandemic and resume the next
normal?

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

646

Actual studies do not indicate masks provide any statistical significant benefit and may be
detrimental because of side effects such as more carbon dioxide inhalation. Mandatory
masking also creates a climate of fear in children and other impressionable people. Besides,
few fatalities from the Wuhan Flu have been children. If one believes wearing a mask protects
them, they should free to do so but it should not be forced on others that do not share such a
personal belief.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

956 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
647

Masking should be a choice. Requiring students To wear masks in school poses more of a
threat to their social and emotional development than it protects from any risk of harm from
COVID 19. The student age population is among the lowest at risk population with respect to
mortality. Wearing a dirty mask all day, taking it on and off to eat and to talk with their friends
as they come and go throughout the day poses more risk of contaminating and spreading
germs. Most school-age students have robust immune systems and the ability to fight off the
illness. There is controversial evidence at best about preventing the spread to others whether
masked or unmasked, vaccinated or unvaccinated. Students need to return to normalcy in
their educational environments.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

648

I am appalled at this county’s blatant disregard of facts and the obvious aversion to protecting
our kids and community. Protecting our kids should be paramount, especially over political
pandering. Science clearly shows the importance and effectuality of masks; it’s not a difficult
concept and should not be a political issue. Not imposing a mask mandate risks disruption and
spread which impacts all kids’ rights to a fair and equitable education. Let’s also not forget
about potential litigation costs and damages which are sure to be exorbitant.

8/16/2021 9:18 AM

649

This decision is a parents choice first of all. Secondly, kids this age are NOT at risk. If
teachers & staff are concerned, they can wear a mask. I believe kids need to see each other’s
faces and not rebreath what’s meant to be expelled

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

650

Unvaccinated should have to mask and quarantine. We all live in fear of the anti-science angry
mob. They are ruining it for the rest of us.

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

651

Delta is a new breed of contagious. We can either consider masks now or will be forced to
entertain shutdowns in a month.

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

652

Use of masks should remain optional. Those who feel at risk have the right to wear the mask,
and those who believe the vaccine actually works have the right to not wear it. Forcing
everyone to wear masks because a minority refuses to take a free vaccine that has been
proven effective is both anti-scientific and anti-democratic.

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

653

Members of the Tri-County Board of Health, First, thank you for your diligent service and
efforts during these unprecedented times. I write today in support of a requirement that all
children wear masks during indoor activities in schools; and strongly encourage this Board to
take action to keep our children in schools and as safe as possible during these difficult times.
The use of masks indoors for your those in schools in critical in the efforts to protect those
who cannot be vaccinated from Covid, and equally as important to KEEP THEM IN SCHOOLS
IN PERSON. The current rise in transmission and cases clearly indicates that this virus is
continuing to evolve, posing additional and new risk to all Tri-County citizens, but more
exposed is the young and unvaccinated. We already learned during the earlier days of this
pandemic that with masks and social distancing we will struggle to keep our kids in school.
Now we are faced with the risks of more contagious and transmittable virus variants and
masks are not required - why would this result in a different outcome amongst this highly
unvaccinated demographic? I implore this Board to implement the guidance and requirements
to make masks indoors mandatory. This is necessary to ensure the safety of our children, to
prevent the continued spread of Covid, and keep our kids in schools and enhance their inperson learning, and to prevent the ever increasing mental health impacts this pandemic has
had on our community. Thank you for your consideration and diligent service. Respectfully,
Derek O’Driscoll

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

654

I support your efforts to provide the best recommendations for slowing/stopping the spread of
disease. Thank you for all you continue to do in spite of difficult people and difficult times. You
are appreciated!! I would be okay with NOT requiring masks in middle/high school IF 85% or
more of the total population--both students and staff--were vaccinated. If and when vaccines
become available for elementary students, I would recommend the same.

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

655

I am absolutely against the muzzling of children and the parents right to choose what is best
for their kids. Since when did we not live in a free country with our freedoms to choose.
Especially when it come to our kids!!!

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

656

Yes please make wear masks mandatory!

8/16/2021 9:17 AM

657

No one enjoys wearing a mask. I hate it, my husband hates it, our kids hate it. But there are
worse things…like Covid exposure, kids knowingly being sent to school when they’ve been
exposed during off hours, quarantines and returning to remote classes as the caseloads rise,
and the very real danger of sending our smallest, most vulnerable citizens to the front lines
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unprotected. When polio threatened our country’s children, we rose up as one people and
defended them with mandatory vaccinations and an overabundance of caution. Today, there is
talk of “freedom” and the individual right to choose. But we don’t live in a bubble of personal
freedoms. Choices made by one family in this active pandemic can and do have dire
consequences for those around them. I can’t think of a single thing that I wouldn’t do to protect
my children, and the children in my community. I’m begging the other adults to do the same.
And in the absence of common sense within the community, then the people in charge – the
ones who understand the science, who have been vaccinated, and who recognize a mask as a
temporary inconvenience – need to step up, do their jobs, and protect the people of Douglas
County from their own blatantly willful ignorance.
658

my body, my choice. i choose to breathe freely.

8/16/2021 9:16 AM

659

I support parents and students making their individual choice.

8/16/2021 9:15 AM

660

Please do what is right to best protect our children.

8/16/2021 9:15 AM

661

I strongly oppose Mandating Mask wearing. Parents should have a choice whether to mask
their children or not! My children, my choice! DO NOT MANDATE MASKS! United States of
America means we are free to choose! Free to choose our religion, free to choose what we
wear, where we work, what political party we support, free to choose who to vote for… AND
freedom to choose what we put in and on our body! We as Douglas county parents want the
freedom to choose!

8/16/2021 9:15 AM

662

I would very much like fir masks to be mandated. This would protect the younger students who
are not vaccinated. It will be less traumatic for those wearing masks as there is bullying. There
is also the concern of quarantine and students wearing masks or not.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

663

I trust the county health department to make rational decision regarding masking in my
children’s school- however the decision, whatever it may be, needs to be consistent across the
board.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

664

It’ll be hard for kids to wear masks all the time at school so please do not do the mandatory it.
Thanks

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

665

Please help our vulnerable children, under the age of 12 who cannot obtain the vaccine yet,
and require an indoor mask mandate. At a minimum please allow those kids who are masking
up to remain in in-person school when (not IF) we have the eventual outbreak of Covid-19, just
as we have seen across the country. My family and my children have been masking, and
should not have to isolate/quarantine each time a potential exposure or positive case occurs.
This is so disruptive. Let's keep kids in school by requiring indoor mask wearing.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

666

The data proves that for younger people, Under 40, that masks do not work for this virus. To
further enact these edicts that put our children at risk for emotional damage and depression is
insane to me. How can a free society mandate these masks to be worn, when the science is
all over the place. The mainstream media lies and retracts, but no one sees the correction
stories, just the main ones that do not for tell the truth about masks and children. If masks are
mandated, I will pull my son out of this school in a heartbeat, along with learning about any
critical race teachings or applied practices. School is not the place for political agendas. You
are there to teach Math, Language, Science, History and Social Studies, not indoctrinate our
children with your political narrative. Stop messing with our kids. Do your damn jobs and knock
of the extracurricular political teachings.

8/16/2021 9:14 AM

667

My husband and I have 2 girls, one in 1st grade and one in 3rd grade. It wasn't until this school
year (21-22) started for me to realize how much stress and anxiety my girls were under last
school year (20-21). On August 5th, my family and I attended the open houses at Roxborough
Primary and Roxborough Intermediate. It was a very emotional experience for me as teachers
and staff greeted our girls (and us) with hugs and tears of joy. No restrictions- no masks were
worn by anyone. ALL expressed how happy and lucky we were to have pre covid conditions.
That we didn't have to fight for our childrens/teacher's wellbeing like others in our state have
had to. One week of school goes by and now here we are. Do not preach that you are following
science- we are not stupid. If anything, I question your intelligence. If we were following
science we wouldn't be in this position today. Stop the bullshit. I am pleading to you today PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS TO OUR CHILDREN AND TEACHERS!!! My girls can't and will
not go through what they went through last year. Even if I have to find other means of
education for them. I love our school. I love the teachers at our school. Thank you for time.

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

668

Kids should not be forced to wear masks. This virus is not a major risk to them. What is the
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chance of survival now, 99.998% for kids? The only people that are truly at risk statistically are
those over 65. Masks are meant for control and isolation. Imagine what we are doing to our
kids based on no real studies showing mask efficacy. It’s downright child abuse. If mask
mandates are back, there better be significant studies showing that they work (I don’t believe
there is such a study). People also should be given proper data (i.e. hospitalizations and
deaths instead of cases). We all know cases don’t mean anything in the grand scheme of
things since many show mild symptoms. But cases are what we go by these days which
makes zero sense. All that to say, no mask mandates. Let each parent decide what is best for
their child.
669

As a health department, has the Board considered the mental health and social impacts of
masking young children? How are these weighed against the health concerns of vaccinated
adults?

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

670

With the scientific evidence that universal masking significantly decreases the spread of
aerosolized disease, I find it unconscionable that we are not requiring masks for children in
classrooms. With the Delta variant, increased case numbers, and an unclear understanding of
the potential long term effects of COVID19, it makes no logical sense to allow people to opt
out of wearing a mask. It is our societal obligation to protect each other. We don't allow people
to make the "choice" to drive under the influence of drugs or alcohol, no matter how much they
may feel like it is ok for themselves. The reason for this is to protect others from the
potentially deadly fallout of someone else's poor decisions. My children deserve to be
protected from this disease. My children deserve to have public officials loudly and
unequivocally proclaim that science is factual and misinformation is deadly.

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

671

As my son cannot be vaccinated we have him wear a mask to school. It can be difficult when
his peers don't all wear masks and I truly believe that they offer some deterrence to
transmission.

8/16/2021 9:13 AM

672

Mandatory masks and required vaccination when available are the only ways to reduce the risk
of infection. Anything else is an intentional abdication of our responsibility to protect our
children.

8/16/2021 9:12 AM

673

If anyone wants to wear a mask, let them. But do not make/mandate that everyone needs to.
Should be their choice.

8/16/2021 9:11 AM

674

Masks are uncomfortable, make seeing difficult for kids who wear glasses, contribute to acne
problems, distract from learning, and can increase carbon dioxide levels in the blood. Masks
are completely ineffective if they are not worn and handled properly and we know grade school
kids are not diligent in this regard. In fact masks become a breeding ground for pathogens
when they become moist over the course of a day and if not replaced or washed which, again,
we know is the case for grade school kids. Children aged 0 to 17 are extremely unlikely to
contract or spread COVID and even more unlikely to suffer severe reactions or death.
According to the CDC, kids 0 to 17 are nearly 3x as likely to die from pneumonia or influenza
versus COVID but we have never reacted with such draconian measures because we
understand there are risks to all human activity and we weigh and measure the risks and
benefits and proceed accordingly. According to Bloomberg, school age kids are nearly 10x
more likely to die in an auto accident versus COVID, but we send our kids to school because
the benefit outweighs the potential risk. Finally, I believe it is abusive to force kids to wear
masks in order to benefit adults who have chosen to remain unvaccinated. I don’t have any
issue with adults making a decision about whether to vaccinate or not, but we shouldn’t punish
kids for the sake of protecting another group that is capable of protecting themselves. Some
kids may be worried and they can chose to wear a mask if they like, but please do not force
my kids into masks which are not effective, counterproductive to learning, and are a placebo
against an overblown risk for their age group.

8/16/2021 9:11 AM

675

I believe that the choice to mask should be left up to parents. As a parent of 5 kids in the
school district, and a teacher as well, I have seen the negative impact masks have had on our
children this past year. The mental, emotional and educational toll far out weigh the benefits of
mandatory mask wearing. COVID is not a childhood disease. Yes, some children may get
sick, but the symptoms are much like the common cold. There is no way to mitigate COVID to
zero. It will always be around. It’s time for us to stand up and allow our children to have a
normal school year, without the added stress of masks and quarantines.

8/16/2021 9:11 AM

676

I strongly urge the Tri County Health Department to require masks in schools for all students
and staff regardless of vaccination status, but especially for those children under the age of 12
who are not even eligible to receive the vaccination yet. Local public health officials have

8/16/2021 9:11 AM
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UNANIMOUSLY recommended masks for all students and staff, regardless of vaccination
status, based on science, data and public health concerns. The current mask
recommendations are echoed by multiple national medical groups, including the CDC and AAP.
Yet, the takeaway from the school districts is that "parents know best?" How can you justify
supporting the school district’s decision making? Why would you feel parents, not medical and
scientific experts, know best regarding how to keep people safe and healthy during an
unprecedented global pandemic? If "parents know best" why do we even need public health
authorities, doctors or scientists at all? Children and employees in the school system are going
to get sick unless you do what the school districts could not – take a stand and protect them!
Have you considered the ramifications? Thanks to the Delta variant, my husband and I, can
still carry and transmit this home to my two sons who are both too young to be vaccinated.
Now multiply this by hundreds of Tri County Health families in the same situation. You are
putting families and the community at large in unnecessary risk by this illogical decision
making by the school districts that is not based on science or endorsed by public health
officials on ANY level. All of us will now bear the burden of the school districts’ unwillingness
to put the health and safety of their students and staff as their first priority. Just because they,
and everyone else, want it to be a normal school year, does not mean that is the reality we are
living in yet, especially with the escalation of Covid again. I am extremely disappointed in the
unwillingness of school districts to put safety above all else and I ask that you do your job and
do that of the school district’s as well. I urge you do the right thing and issue a county-wide
mask mandate indoors regardless of vaccination status.
677

Seriously! Douglas County School District needs to get big girl and boy pants on! Take the
lead and protect our children!!!! It is a safety issue! NOT a political issue! Anti vaxers are
ALSO anti maskers! We have 3 different students at three different schools. Chap, Sierra, and
Prairie Crossing, so we are so totally exposed to the variant that it is not even funny! Very few
elementary school kids are age 12 or above. My sixth grader is wearing his mask even when
Prairie started school WITHOUT air-conditioning! But only about 3 others in his class are
wearing masks. Same thing at the middle school! My daughter is wearing her mask with only a
few others. She takes it off for drama and choir, but that is worrisome! Forget it at the high
school! It is just not cool to wear a mask! I am being sarcastic of course! My daughter there
has been vaccinated, but I'm not banking on that for protection. I have told her that if she
brings home the variant that there might be repercussions that she will have to live with for the
rest of her life. I am sure she has chosen not to wear a mask because it is not the cool thing
to do and at that age they think they are invincible! Little do they know, the people around them
are also NOT invincible! Why are you leaving it up to the students when you know darn well
that 99% of the time when the dirty work is left to a child, or their rebellious parents, there will
not be masks worn in schools! My husband is 61 and I am approaching 60, the school district
is putting us at risk as well!!!!! So you do have older parents in this district!!!!! Grandparents
don't even want to be around our family because we are so exposed on a daily basis! We are
sending our children to school and taking a chance on our lives because our children need to
be around their peers...for their mental health and we'll being. Five out of the six of us at our
house are fully vaccinated. Our sixth grader is 11, so is unable to be vaccinated yet. At this
point we feel like we need to be wearing masks for our protection against the anti vaxers and
anti maskers! When they should be the ones wearing the masks! If you are not going to
mandate mask wearing, then at least be consistent with your vaccination rules! I'm pretty sure
that on the exemption form for vaccinations that there has been a statement to the effect that
if your child is not vaccinated against a certain disease, that is fine, but if that disease is going
around, your child will not be able to attend school in person. If you were to stay consistent, it
is fine if people don't want their kid vaccinated, their child will need to stay home because last
time I checked we are still dealing with a pandemic....the Covid-19 and it's lovely variants!
Please do the responsible thing and seriously take the safety of all involved as your first
consideration. Mandate mask wearing in ALL schools! It's also a sad state of affairs when our
pediatrician is disheartened with your leadership in this matter.... leaving it up to the children,
seriously! Also, your layered covid protocols are very vague. They leave us with many
questions and a feeling of uneasiness as we have begun this school year....with only strongly
recommending mask wearing. That means you have a no mask policy for 99% of your
families!!!!! Thank you for allowing our input.

8/16/2021 9:11 AM

678

Families should have a choice, NO mandate. Science has proven that masks do not inhibit the
spread of the virus. In addition, kids should not be breathing carbon dioxide for 8 hours a day.
Question #4 should also ask the question "Do you believe that masks should be optional for
kids in school"?

8/16/2021 9:11 AM

679

My child started school last week, And was exposed to COVID Monday to Wednesday. I

8/16/2021 9:10 AM
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support masking for the students and staff.
680

Tri-County Health has a lot of power. You are in a position to stand up to the politicians and
make your voice and our voices heard. We want our kids in school and the choice to wear a
mask in our hands, no one else. This hysteria has gone on far too long and needs to end so
our children’s development is not hindered anymore than it has been. I am requesting that
regardless of the political climate and what our Federal and State legislature, the CDC, and any
other governmental entity says, the Tri-County Health leadership stand up and put the welfare
of our children’s minds and wellbeing first. Tri-County Health must become a light house of
truth and begin to put an end to the COVID circus we have all come to loathe. I think it is clear
by now this virus does not impact our children and to hide behind that argument any further is
reprehensible to say the least. As the parents, it is we who should have the last word, not
anyone or anything else. If there are parents who want to have their kids wear masks, so be it,
however, those parents and the Board of Education should not dictate what my children will do.
Thank you for conducting this meeting and listening to what we have to say. I can only hope
cooler heads prevail and we do not let fear guide our decision making process any further. Very
Respectfully, Joe Volpe

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

681

It is my right as a parent to determine what medical care I provide my children. Colorado law
13-22-103 states children under the age of 18 cannot consent to medical care without parental
consent. The FDA has stated masks are medical devices so mandating them is going against
CO law and my rights as a parent. Stop this effort to harm our children further.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

682

Scientific data does not support masking of young children as they are not a significant
transmission vector. Masking young children, flatly, is anti-scienctific nonsense.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

683

For everyone’s safety, Please consider mandatory in-door masking.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

684

I agree that we should follow the recommendation of the CDC and wear masks particularly in
elementary school settings where children under 12 don't even have access to the vaccination.
I believe this will also allow us to stay in a school room setting which is important for my son's
learning.

8/16/2021 9:10 AM

685

Every child/person should have the freedom to wear a mask at their own discretion. No masks
should be required. There is no valid data showing that masks are effective for children at
schools. All people should have the freedom to choose to wear a mask as well as acquire a
vaccination.

8/16/2021 9:09 AM

686

I am very much against kids wearing masks in schools. Consider the following: 1. Kids are at
virtually no risk from COVID. 2. They are also not a vector for spread. 3. There are 10+ studies
that reflect that cotton and surgical masks have virtually no effect on the spread of the virus.
4. You have already provided a safe option for parents worried about the virus to have them
remote learn. Or provide masks for their kids. 5. The psychological and physiological issues
created by masking are not yet known, but levels of depression and suicide have rose since
the mandates have been put in place. 6. The masks are not federally managed, so it is
unknown what chemicals etc are being inhaled. 7. Finally, there is a huge impact to the ability
to learn and the ability to connect socially with others. Add that up- there is NO BENEFIT to
masking kids and it doesn't mitigate ANY RISK. It is ONLY DAMAGING to them. Not to
mention its a HUGE overreach of authority.

8/16/2021 9:09 AM

687

They are my children. Not yours. It’s my choice in how I take care of their medical decisions.
So I say no to mandating anything for my children. No to masks and no to mandatory
vaccines.

8/16/2021 9:09 AM

688

Please do NOT require masks in schools! Allow each individual/parent to make the choice
themselves. Support freedom of choice! The science does NOT support use of masks,
especially for children! Our children’s emotional and social needs are not fully met when
everyone is forced to wear a mask!

8/16/2021 9:08 AM

689

The Pandemic is over and we need to move forward and build back our schools, businesses
and communities in a positive manner which is not fear based. Science has proven the masks
are ineffective and unnecessary. Thank you!

8/16/2021 9:08 AM

690

Masking kids in school is ridiculous for three reasons. First the virus itself does not impact
children like it does adults. Even adults have over a 99% survival rate and kids are even
higher. Second a child wearing a mask spreads the virus more than not wearing a mask.
Actually watch children wear a mask even for a short period of time. They are constantly
touching and grabbing the mask, pulling it down, wearing it as a chin strap and then touching

8/16/2021 9:07 AM
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things. Their hands touch their mouths at a frequency of 7 times higher than when they do not
wear a mask. The third reason is there have yet to be an real study by an unbiased party that
isn’t politically affiliated to prove that masks work for anyone.
691

Please let the children build up their own immunity.

8/16/2021 9:07 AM

692

All students should wear mask, especially the ones who are not able to get the vaccine yet.

8/16/2021 9:07 AM

693

We’re already seeing that if only some kids are masked, it’s not really effective. After 1 week
of school, we have many rumors of kids missing school due to possible COVID, missing
school while waiting for COVID test results, etc. Please require masks for all students and
staff in K-6 schools this year.

8/16/2021 9:06 AM

694

Once we get a better handle on COVID and it’s variants, I can’t wait for my children to be able
to go everywhere and play with friends without a mask. Unfortunately, we are not there yet, and
the delta variant is having a worse effect on kids who cannot yet be vaccinated. I don’t want
any parent in our district to lose a child, and wearing masks for a little longer is a small price to
pay to save the lives of our children.

8/16/2021 9:06 AM

695

Elementary kids do not wear them correctly and do not seem to be in danger anyway based on
the CDC death rates that I just looked at. Adults around them have had the chance to be
vaccinated if they wanted so let’s not disrupt their social aspects of school unnecessarily. It’s
healthy for them to see there teacher’s face and their friends faces etc. If the death rate for
children starts rising then let’s reconsider.

8/16/2021 9:06 AM

696

Masks should NOT be mandatory for our children in order for them to attend school. True
scientific evidence shows that the COVID-19 virus has a very low fatality rate in people 70 and
under, similar or even lower in most cases than the influenza viruses. It is a known fact that
children have a very low risk of contracting or spreading the virus. There are also other known
risks to children CAUSED by wearing mask, to name a few; impeded breathing, anxiety,
oxygen deficiency which at the least causes issues with concentration and cognitive ability.
These risks to our children outweigh to low risk they have in getting and spreading COVID-19.
Masks have also been proven to be ineffective in preventing transmission, especially when
they do not remain dry but soak up the moisture from breathing. The CDC has flip flopped on
the effectiveness of masks since the beginning of the outbreak of the virus and now is
deliberately ignoring the scientific evidence. The decision to require all healthy children to wear
masks should not be made unilaterally by the health department . The decision for a child to
wear a mask during school should be reserved for the parents to make. Parents also have a
right to decide that their healthy children do not need to wear a mask for the entire school day.
We will pull our child out of school if masks are made mandatory. We will not comply with this!”

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

697

We are not in support of mandated masking for students or teachers regardless of vaccination
status. We are adamantly against singling out a person’s personal health decisions. If a person
chooses to wear a mask they should be allowed to with no discrimination. The same standard
should apply for those that choose not to wear them.

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

698

Let the kids build up their own immunity.

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

699

I feel we should wear masks until we get control of this. I also believe that if you don’t want
childless family to have input fine. Just give me back my taxes that support ALL of your
schools.

8/16/2021 9:05 AM

700

It is not fair to subject our youth to tyrannical and illegal mandates. Follow the science, that
kids are nearly unaffected by COVID-19, and a mask mandate will do nothing to help our
youth. It will only cause further divide between neighbors, friends, and school officials. Masks
and vaccines should be a family decision, not to be dictated by the minority.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

701

There are too many negative side effects from masks on our children. Fungal and bacterial
pneumonia, increase of cystic acne just to name a few. Not to mention the mental health if our
kids they need to see facial expressions on their peers and teachers. These kids need to have
as normal of a year as possible and the mental health of our kids outweighs your mask
nonsense. They do nothing to prevent the spread of any virus!! That’s been proven over and
over

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

702

Children are not at risk for COVID-19. Let’s please use our heads rather than using blanket
recommendations based on flawed logic. The psychological and sociological damage these
policies are causing irreparable damage to our children. Do what’s right, not what big brothers
says.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

962 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
703

I do not agree with a mask mandate. Vaccines are available and they do work. If there are
parents that are worried than other arrangements need to be made. Children deserve to go to
school and not live in fear and enjoy their childhood. Parents should have the right to decide
what is best for their family. The government and Tri county health has no right to mandate
anything! This is with all due respect. But, I strongly disagree with any mandate. I do not want
to deny reality, but the longer we cater to COVID the longer this will last. We are not in a health
crisis at this time. It was appropriate in the beginning when we did not know what we were
dealing with, but now we do and we should have the freedom to make our own decisions. The
few will continue to dictate the many if we don't stand up now.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

704

I support science not fear. I am an ICU RN employed by UCHEALTH. Our most intelligent
citizens, biologist, scientists, medical professionals have determined through multiple medical
studies that masks work on preventing the spread of this virus. We (ICU medical
professionals) have been caring for COVID patients for 1.5 years while wearing masks.
Because we have been protecting ourselves by wearing masks we have not had cases of
employees contracting the virus at work, in a unit with multiple COVID positive patients. We
wear these masks for 12+ hours. Our children are capable of wearing an incredibly simple,
non- intrusive, proven method of ensuring they do not spread or contract the virus for 8 hours.
Those who support science-based facts are begging the community to support such a simple
act to protect our most precious children.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

705

Allow parents take the mask decision fir their own children.

8/16/2021 9:04 AM

706

I strongly oppose masking in schools because it is known the masks cannot protect from the
size of the virus, which is much smaller and able to penetrate surgical masks, and definitely
cloth masks. It restricts people’s ability communicate non verbally, which is a huge part of
social development for youth.I am also concerned about the bacteria and exposure to CO2
trapped in masks.

8/16/2021 9:03 AM

707

Our only child started kindergarten last Friday because after agonizing over the decision we
decided not to hold him back for a year. Yet he is one of only a handful of students wearing
masks in his class, which terrifies me. Our family follows the science and knows that masking
works, especially for vulnerable populations who aren't able to be vaccinated. While we know
his chances of serious illness with Covid are low, it's the potential long term (as yet unknown)
ramifications on his growing body that leave me sleepless. I hate masking as much as
anyone, but I hate the thought of endless Covid and higher death tolls more. Please keep our
kids safe and vote to require mandatory masking schools qhere children are too young to be
vaccinated so schools can stay open. Thank you.

8/16/2021 9:02 AM

708

If parents want to have there children wear a mask that should be the PARENTS DECISION,
NOT TCHD!! No mandates should be implemented!

8/16/2021 9:02 AM

709

I do not like any of the options below. Masking should be a personal choice. Families that want
to wear masks should, and families that don't want to wear masks should not.

8/16/2021 9:01 AM

710

I do not support universal masking in schools at this point in time. This is becoming ridiculouswe have vaccines available and need to live with this virus just like any other virus. Parents
should have the ability to decide for their families whether to wear masks or not.

8/16/2021 9:00 AM

711

No universal masking mandate. Allow parents to decide what is best for their own children. If
masks are mandated for DCSD schoolchildren, the best decision for my 4 kids (or you
probably only care to know them as ~$32,000 of annual funding), will be to UNENROLL them
from the district. Don’t underestimate the shear volume of parents who have multiple children
(formally known to you as multiple $8,000 units of annually funding) in the district that have the
spine to UNENROLL each of them from without hesitation. We live in a world where Education
Unions and Boards are DESPISED. Surprise us for once.

8/16/2021 9:00 AM

712

Give parents the choice to mask or not mask. It should be our decision!

8/16/2021 9:00 AM

713

If vaccinated or under 11 no masks. If unvaccinated wear masks.

8/16/2021 9:00 AM

714

It is unhealthy for children to breathe in their CO2 all day long. If the Covid affect on them is so
dangerous, children should remain at home. Is the air you breathe out bad for you? Even
though you can't see it, the air you breathe can affect your health. Polluted air can cause
difficulty breathing, flare-ups of allergy or asthma, and other lung problems. Long-term
exposure to air pollution can raise the risk of other diseases, including heart disease and
cancer."

8/16/2021 8:59 AM
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715

No mask mandate!

8/16/2021 8:59 AM

716

My kindergartener does nothing but lick his mask after dropping it on the floor all day long.
Why can’t we just have some social distancing and cleanliness protocols? I can guarantee
kids this age do way more touching of their faces with a mask.

8/16/2021 8:58 AM

717

For the safety and health of those who can not yet be vaccinated, please protect our younger
children and require masks in schools.

8/16/2021 8:57 AM

718

I believe that mask mandates are unnecessary for children. First, all the science and studies
(that you say you follow) show that only an infinitesimal number of kids are in any danger from
Covid, and from this infinitesimal group, the overwhelming majority of those affected badly
have a pre-existing condition of some sort. Second, the science clearly shows that Covid is
predominantly spread through aerosol means, which means cloth masks are useless to protect
a kid. Since kids aren’t at risk and masks don’t work effectively, it does not make sense to
require them. Add to that the fact that masks make it harder to breathe, and stunt the ability of
young children to learn visual cues from classmates and teachers. I understand masks early
on when we didn’t know much about Covid, but there is now tons of data and science to prove
that masks are not necessary. Please don’t be so determined “to do something” that you
ignore the data and science and just conform to the narratives of the CDC and others in power.
And by the way your multiple choice question is written in a way that helps you get a promasking response. How about a choice that says, “I oppose masking for a virus such as Covid
that has been proven to not significantly affect children, but would consider it if a more
dangerous virus or disease came along”. Parents are going to do whatever they feel necessary
to protect their kids, and whether their kids where a mask should be the sole decision of the
parents. You have tried to stop the spread with masks and social distancing but these
methods have failed. The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over and
expecting different results. Do the right thing and leave all masking decisions to the individual
or the parents. Thank you.

8/16/2021 8:57 AM

719

I am adamantly opposed to any mask requirement for my 12 year old 7th grader and my 15
year old sophomore. Masks are a greater danger to mental health than the minimal aid in
transmission of a virus. Keep our kids faces free and let them live a normal life!

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

720

Please have masks mandated for the younger kids and for those unvaccinated in the higher
grades.

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

721

I believe it’s very important for the kids to attend school in person for elementary. Is very hard
for parents with multiple kids on different grades to teach different subjects at the same time.
Kids are getting behind and don’t benefit from online school at all.

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

722

Masks are a hindrance to both social and educational development and the actual risks to kids
if they develop Covid in no way justifies a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 8:56 AM

723

Masks in my opinion are another item to cleanse and a lot of kids will not properly wear them
as well as continouly touch there mask and face through out the day. It was also
recommended by our healthcare provider that it is unhealthy and more harmful to your
respiratory system in general. Along with all the wild fires and poor air quality in general, it will
restrict air and oxygen to the brain making the kids more tired in my opinion.

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

724

The most important concern right now is to keep our kids in-person, in school. If the likelihood
of keeping kids in school is increased by kids/teachers wearing masks then that is what we
should do at this time. My children are vaccinated and still feel strongly that they are willing to
wear a mast if it keeps them in-person, in school!

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

725

Please allow parents to make the choice for their OWN kids regarding masks.

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

726

Please mandate masks. Schools are not safe without mitigating factors. No masks, no social
distancing, large assemblies, elementary kids aren’t eligible to be vaccinated and many high
schoolers parents chose for them not to get the vaccine. Please keep our children safe. They
all masked up before vaccines to keep adults safe…please do the same for them.

8/16/2021 8:55 AM

727

This is not for the kids ! It’s for you!!! Stop the child abuse !!! Let our kids learn and breathe !!

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

728

Very concerned about the Delta variant even with vaccinations.

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

729

Survival rate : SARS-Cov-2 (covid-19) as of 08/15/2021 618,591 total deaths, 36,556,516
cases= 99.9% survival rate (CDC, 2021) There is a low percentage of children affected (423
deaths nation wide, CDC as of 8/11/2021). Regardless of cases rising the actual affects are

8/16/2021 8:54 AM
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not substantial in percentage to make a one size fits all mandate. The most important thing to
consider will be psychological repercussions long term if masked are FORCED. Douglas
county mental health rate in adolescence is an increasing issue. In 2020, 31% showed signs
of mental distress (TCHD,2020). This is a huge number to be taking into consideration!! To add
a mask mandate will create more social and emotional disconnect, it will be detrimental. Mask
optional poses a much lower risk to the OVER ALL well being of children! If a child chooses to
wear a mask, then that is a comfort they can choose. To FORCE children, to say you are
protecting them you are only looking at one piece of this child’s health and development. As a
health department you need to take every aspect into consideration!! Know the real data, know
BOTH sides of the data. Protect the whole child as a developing individual.
730

Thank you for providing this opportunity for public comment. Parents should have the ability to
decide what is best for their child re: masking safety. Personally, I have no problem with
students being given the parental guidance to either mask or not mask. Everyone's situation is
different and should be respected. No bullying on either side. It would be nice to see preventive
measures explained to the children and their families such as use of Vitamin C, D3, sunshine,
exercise, hydration, diet, rest. Thank you.

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

731

Masking children is abusive of both the child and government . Statistics from the CDC do
NOT support this unnecessary action. It should be left to the parents to decide if they want
their kids wearing a mask. NOT quasi-government agencies. Stay the hell out of my kid's life.

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

732

I am very concerned about sending my child to school without a mask for several reasons.
This new variant is causing severe symptoms in children and is putting children in the hospital.
I know this for a fact as I see it daily with the work I do. It is also just as contagious as
chickenpox. Sending our unvaccinated children to school without masks is the worst choice
we could make. Taking precautions is SO IMPORTANT! Waiting until there are a bunch of kids
extremely sick in the hospital to act on this is not in our children's best interest. We have no
choices this year to protect our kids and if only some children are wearing masks, it won't help!
They all have to be wearing masks for it to protect them. We need to be proactive, not
reactive! We know kids are being severely affected by this variant, we know it is just as
contagious as chickenpox, we know they can not get vaccinated yet, so we need to do
whatever we can to protect them! I do not feel comfortable sending my daughter to school this
year in Douglas County, and I feel like I am being forced to send her into a situation that is not
safe. My childs health is more important than politics! Please require masks in school!

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

733

I do not want the younger children to have to wear masks at school

8/16/2021 8:54 AM

734

Many people have had vaccine and/or had COVID itself. I believe contact tracing is a good
idea and having small cohort groups with Zoom option for quarantining. Masks are very
restrictive and have given me headaches and Children are

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

735

Families should be free to choose!

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

736

I have concerns in regards to the mask policy for students and the community. The mask
policy was enforced in the school district over this last school year, which resulted in school
closures, students in isolation, teachers in isolation, and difficulty finding substitute teachers
to be present in the school buildings. Our students attempted on line learning, which resulted in
a horrible situation of students at home by themselves and/or parents trying to do their jobs
and arrange their schedules for some supervision in the home. It was a disaster. What
happened as a result of mask wearing. This policy did not seem to change the numbers of
COVID cases, so our actions for mask wearing was a wrong intent. Years ago, parents would
expose their children to chicken pox, now we are trying to cover up and stay away from the
strains. Now is the time for our students to be exposed to these strains. How do they build up
any immunity from these viruses if we don't give them a chance. Our students social skills and
behaviors are changing dramatically the more we place restrictions and isolating behaviors. It's
time to unmask and let our children and community build some immunity to these strains,
otherwise our own immune systems will not have the ability to fight off any diseases.

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

737

I am so concerned about my younger kids’ healthy. My oldest is vaxxed but my fifth and
second grader can’t be yet. With the numbers rising so high in other places I’m worried we will
be there very soon also.

8/16/2021 8:53 AM

738

Absolutely NO masks for our children! Freedom of choice is all we need.

8/16/2021 8:52 AM

739

Masking should be up the each individual. Young kids need facial expressions to learn!

8/16/2021 8:52 AM

740

To begin, Item 4 here, is too limited in its options. I support voluntary masking, however, the

8/16/2021 8:51 AM
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science does NOT support the idea that masking healthy people provides protection for
healthy people or that it provides more protection than good hand washing and polite respect
for personal space and/or distancing. I see a lot of support for masking start out with “ CDC
guidance says…”. The problem is that the main studies used to support the CDC position are
observational and not “gold standard” randomized controlled trials. There are way too many
mistakes, inaccuracies and wrong correlations made from “observational studies. You can’t
control anything in them, not participation, not accuracy of reporting, not control conditions, not
even accuracy of a diagnosis. We absolutely should not be making policy based on
“observation”. There is actually data available that shows using only hand washing is better
than masks AND hand washing. There’s also data that shows wearing masks is
psychologically damaging for children. If we are going to use observational data at all then let’s
use the data that shows the 2018/2019 flu season was more deadly for children than COVID
has been. I don’t remember ANY mask usage then. Historically, masks in non medical
facilities were for people that were actively sick, not “asymptomatic”. Let’s keep it that way, no
shaming, no stigma, if you’re sick, stay home, if you’re not, come to school. If you want to
wear a mask, wear one. If not, don’t. As for our family, we have instructed our child that they
are NOT to wear a mask at school. If masks become mandatory our child WILL NOT attend in
person. https://www.zerohedge.com/covid-19/do-masks-work-review-evidence
741

I am in favor of mask mandates in schools. Personal liberty does not extend to endangering
the health of others and their children - that is beyond the individual. Please put science first
and require masking to protect against secondary spread. Our health system should not be in
danger of collapsing because the health department decided to abandon science and let
unvaccinated, maskless people who do not care about the public or anything outside
themselves and their personal vendettas hold everyone hostage. Public health should be
science-based and the science says to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

742

There are many good reasons for a mask mandate, e.g., the bullet points on
https://www.tchd.org/485/Meeting-Information, and there are really no good reasons not to have
a mask mandate. We don't (and shouldn't) have the personal freedom to endanger others.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

743

Please allow parents to make the choice for what is best for their OWN kids.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

744

Given the WHO, CDC, and the APA all recommended mask wearing. I think tri-county needs to
do their jobs and ensure the safety of children in schools to the best of their abilities. Is it
better all kids wear masks but get to be in school or have high infection rates that force
everyone to go remote again? At least until infection rates start declining, the logical thing
would be to ensure as much protection for children as possible. Masks allow the compromise
of allowing in person learning but keeping the safety level higher.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

745

Do not force our kids to wear masks. It hinders their ability to develop social skills and
communication. If they have to wear masks, we dont need to educate them in the schools.

8/16/2021 8:51 AM

746

In March of 2020, Dr. Fauci told us during a 60 Minutes episode that masks are “...not
providing the perfect protection that people think…”. Research studies since then show that
masks are having minimal effect on reducing transmission, particularly if the mask has been
worn for over 20 minutes because masks are only effective so long as they are dry according
to Professor Yvonne Cossart of the Department of Infectious Diseases at the University of
Sydney. As soon as they become saturated with the moisture in your breath, they pass on the
droplets. Studies also show that cloth masks and masks that are reused are up to three times
riskier than wearing no mask at all. In fact, last school year our school kids were quarantined
repeatedly even though everyone was wearing masks at school at all times. If masks were so
effective, then why so many quarantines? We've seen a marked increase in mental health
concerns amongst children during the last year and a half. According to a November 2020 CDC
study, "Between April and October, the portion of emergency visits related to mental health for
children (5-11) increased by 24% and 31% for 12-17 year olds compared to 2019." It is
inconclusive as to the main driver of this increase, but generally agreed that it is related to our
response to this pandemic. A pandemic for which study after study shows that children under
18 generally had lower incidence and fewer severe outcomes than adults. One CDC study of
adolescents 12-17 years old in 14 states from March 2020 - April 2021 showed a peak
hospitalization rate of 2.1 per 100,000 with no deaths. This is not to trivialize this pandemic,
nor do we write this to be insensitive to those who have lost loved ones. We feel that each
family must have the right to make decisions that are right for their family. Thank you for giving
our community a voice.

8/16/2021 8:50 AM

747

Wearing masks affects breathing, facial cues for the kids and teachers, kids learn by watching
mouths move, if people want they can go to online schooling

8/16/2021 8:50 AM

966 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
748

If you mandate masks again I will pull my child from public school! We will NOT comply!

8/16/2021 8:49 AM

749

Masking will help prevent the spread of COVID and more specifically, the highly contagious
Delta variant! I really want my fully vaccinated 14 yo to wear a mask at school so he doesn’t
bring the virus home to his 6yo brother but he won’t wear one unless everyone else is so
PLEASE PLEASE mandate it so we can protect the unvaccinated!!!!

8/16/2021 8:49 AM

750

Students need masks

8/16/2021 8:49 AM

751

I’d rather send my kid to school in a mask than have them stay home because of an outbreak
and do distance learning. There is little to no protection in Elementary school because
students are unable to get vaccinated. Until vaccines are made available for that age group,
we should mitigate the spread of the virus by wearing masks.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

752

Masks should not be forced with young children.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

753

The extremely low incidence of hospitalization and death to children 18 and younger with the
Delta variant does not warrant this action. Our children have been traumatized both socially,
and emotionally by the last two years of school circumstance. It's time to get back to normal,
and allow our children to see physical expressions, whisper jokes and just be kids. If this is
truly about the kids, the choice is clear. I support the choice to wear a mask - but not a
mandate. This questionnaire has obvious bias, as question 4 only offers a a selection of
masking or not at all. How about the asking if you support the option to mask?

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

754

Our children have successfully started the year with no masking. We have a plan in place to
quarantine those with symptoms. We should not require those without symptoms to mask or to
quarantine. We cannot have a repeat of the tragic school year of 2020-2021. The data does not
support that the coronavirus is worse (for children and those without underlying medical
conditions) than any other virus or illness that would go through a school year in a “normal”
school year. Flu, hand/foot/mouth, RSV, etc have never required this level of masking and
quarantine and some have been equally dangerous. I’d like us to have perspective and
remember that those who have underlying conditions can enroll in virtual school, those who do
not want to or cannot participate in school functions don’t have to, and that we can make a
choice that is right for our county that we’ll exceeds the vaccination rates of other counties.
Kids are affected by this very differently than adults and we need to be conscious of that.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

755

Thank you for serving. The simple fact is masks are unfit for the purpose, do not work and are
a dangerous risk to the kids. It will be considered child abuse. Diminishing oxygen content,
dulling cognitive processes and increasing the chances of serious illness is not a solution. It is
nothing more than a totalitarian means of control. Please do not traumatize our children by way
of fear mongering. The backlash on this board will be overwhelming if you choose to take this
path again. I for one will be demanding resignations as it is an unfounded tyrannical
pseudoscience act. The call for masking is a political ploy and goes against the public good. It
is unhealthy. Please wake up and recognize you are being manipulated by hidden agenda. Let
our kids breath and live in freedom. Thank you.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

756

I strongly support mandatory masking for all students and personnel in our schools. Our
younger children (less than 12 yrs.) are totally unprotected vs. this dangerous and more
transmittable virus strain since they cannot take a vaccine. Schools are known to be places
where viruses spread quickly anyway. Other virus strains besides Covid will also become
common and have similar symptoms. It will be inevitable that children will be sent to school
with "just a little cough or runny nose" , thinking that it is nothing more than a common cold.
Some of it will be Covid and then the whole classroom is exposed will catastrophic results and
school closures. This will happen again and again. No doubt, some children will be
hospitalized, as we are already seeing in other states. Unvaccinated children will be spreading
the virus to their families and the general community. Whatever the school board decides, we
will see many more outbreaks of Covid this fall, but at least by mandating masking in schools
we can hopefully protect more of the population and our precious children from this potentially
deadly virus. Our grandchildren at North Ridge Elementary are precious to us, and they don't
mind wearing a mask. Children take their attitudes from their parents. We need to put our
chldren's health first to keep them in school and well. We all need to sacrifice for the well being
of our nation. With personal rights comes personal responsibility. It doesn't work otherwise.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

757

Even considering the Delta variant of COVID-19, the data shows that children under the age of
18 still remain far less likely to suffer a severe reaction. Based on that data, more emphasis
should be placed on the psychological and educational health of children by allowing them to

8/16/2021 8:48 AM
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return to school with as few restrictions as possible. Given the wide availability of vaccines,
masking should remain a choice based on specific family circumstances and comfort.
758

As a school health professional, the lack of mitigation strategies put in place to protect our
students and staff is woefully inadequate. With the rising cases of the variant Delta, rapidly
filling hospitals and inability to vaccinate and protect our youngest and most vulnerable
populations, we owe it to our children and our community to do whatever we can to strategize
ways to limit the impact of this potentially life altering or ending virus. At least until more
children can be vaccinated. Please put politics aside and consider a mask mandate for
schools.

8/16/2021 8:48 AM

759

After almost 2 years of living with the chaos of this public health debacle, your agency has had
more than ample time to develop more effective programs and options in dealing with this
pandemic, balancing public health and civil rights. Simply reinstating previous strategies,
whose efficacy remains unproven, indicates a failure on your part to have studied the bigger
picture of this situation and learned from any missteps. Perhaps acknowledging that complete
eradication of viruses - Corona or other - is impossible and an unrealistic goal and developing
strategies from that perspective would bring about workable solutions. Additionally, the wearing
masks - or any other health protection or action - should be solely the decision of the individual
or their agent.

8/16/2021 8:47 AM

760

I do not believe Douglas County Schools should mandate masks for student or staff. I believe
it should be optional. There are a lot of mitigating circumstances per each person, and for that
reason, I believe masks should be optional throughout the district for both a students and staff.

8/16/2021 8:47 AM

761

I am in favor of keeping the masks as optional. There is absolutely no reason a mask mandate
should be in place for our kids. Parents should be able to make that choice for their children.
We are going to have to learn to love with this virus like we do with every other virus.

8/16/2021 8:46 AM

762

Fully recognizing that the board is in an incredibly tough position making this decision, I will
quickly summarize my thoughts. I do not have a medical background but I have 15 years as
an educator both as teacher and administrator and I empathize with the pressure on schools
right now. While I don’t want to downplay COVID and it’s impact on our community, I truly feel
our children have been impacted the most. Masks directly impact speech language
development, social and emotional learning, it makes building relationships with families and
teachers difficult, and without strong partnerships growth for students can also be impacted. I
kept it short but truly feel masks are not a benefit to our children’s growth and development.

8/16/2021 8:46 AM

763

I cry every day that I send my 3rd grader to school because I’m terrified he’s going to bring
this virus home. He is too young to wear a mask. His whole school is. I don’t even understand
the logic of not having a mask mandate. There NEEDS to be one for these vulnerable children.
Look at the southern states. That could be us next. Please, follow the science. Make a mask
mandate until our children can be vaccinated. Thank you.

8/16/2021 8:46 AM

764

I support mask wearing in schools to prevent going remote.

8/16/2021 8:46 AM

765

No masks!

8/16/2021 8:45 AM

766

Please, please mandate masks for our children.

8/16/2021 8:45 AM

767

No to masks! We have been vaccinated so that we would not have to wear masks. The kids at
school are much more engaged and happy here without.

8/16/2021 8:45 AM

768

For age 5 and under in daycare/preschool: 1. They primarily lean on visuals during this stage
for learning 2. I don’t think they can wear a mask all day long, defeating the purpose in the first
place 3. If that’s the case, risk vs reward: I say let them learn with no mask 4. Schools should
still take necessary precautions outside of the Littles wearing masks

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

769

I support masking so there is a lower chance of school going into quarantine.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

770

Masks are a major distraction to learning. Masks don’t prevent the spread of any virus. A
mask recommendation is simply a measure that a few overly vocal frightened people are
demanding. I believe that masks should simply be encouraged, not required.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

771

You” cannot flip flop your decision based on the minority view that others want our kids to wear
masks to make their kids feel safe. You have now disappointed several children adding to the
mental state they are already fighting. Where is the data! On Friday August 13, 2021, there
were 1800 cases (out of 5.7 million people) with 7 deaths. Polis spoke that there are less than
7 children in the hospital under the age of 11. Of course, no one wants to see a child suffer,

8/16/2021 8:44 AM
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however what about Suicide rate, Flu deaths, or even H1N1. Those numbers (death) are higher
than Covid death in the youth. The number of kids ages 10-19 who died by suicide in Colorado
more than doubled from 2007 to 2020, according to state data. In 2019, 17.5% of students in
Colorado said they had seriously considered suicide in the past year, according to the state’s
biannual Healthy Kids survey. How come we don’t have a say? All we are asking is to have a
choice!
772

I think that the board of health should be pushing for the vaccination of children under 12 in
what ever way they can. If masks are required for students I think it should be limited to those
that are not vaccinated. If children or staff have been vaccinated or wore a mask I would hope
that if there are students that test positive that those students and staff do not have to
quarantine. My child even each were quarantined 4 times last year and never had COVID. It’s
too much of a disruption and seems the net is cast two wide on who would be impacted by it.
The below question is to restrictive. I believe the current staff must wear one if not vaccinated
and children have a choice is the appropriate way to go.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

773

I do not feel it is the right of schools our county to mandate my young child wearing a mask. It
is hard enough for kids to learn in our current climate, we need them to be in a space to learn
and grow normally.

8/16/2021 8:44 AM

774

Please Do Not put masks on our kids. Let the parents decide this on an individual basis.

8/16/2021 8:42 AM

775

Universal masking will help not only for the health of our children but also by keeping them in
person for the entire school year!

8/16/2021 8:42 AM

776

Choice!!!

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

777

Children 11 and under have absolutely no protection from COVID-19. We cannot trust teachers
or other adult school team members to do the right thing and be vaccinated. Protecting our
children sometimes means with have to do things we don't agree with, but do anyway to
protect them.

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

778

Where are the actual facts and proof that says masks stop the spread of the virus? Now all of
a sudden kids can get sick from the virus because governing bodies want control of the people
in this country. When last year the narrative was the complete opposite. What’s true? What’s
right or wrong? No one knows. That said it should be up to the parents to make the decision for
their children. This isn’t a socialist country to my knowledge yet so why should we let the
health department or the government make these kinds of decisions for our families.

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

779

The kids younger than 12 cannot get COVID vaccine at the moment. Wearing masks could
safe them from getting severely sick.

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

780

Nothing is more important than the health of the children. Masking is proven beneficial for
reducing COVID spread. Do not give in to the pressure of those who only care about
themselves and claim it is their “right” to go maskless and risk the wellbeing of others.

8/16/2021 8:41 AM

781

I strongly oppose any mandate requiring masks for the students of Douglas County. The last
year has shown us that masking is far more detrimental to the mental health of our children
than the virus we are trying to hide from. The percentage of major Covid complications
amongst children is so low that it does not make sense to mandate ALL students to wear
masks. Parents have the choice to have their children wear mask or not or to attend school or
not. Let us make the appropriate choices that we feel comfortable with for our own children.
Thank you

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

782

As the parent of an 8 year old who is unable to get vaccinated I am in favor of universal
masking in schools. With the delta variant able to spread more easily and possibly causing
more severe disease we need to do all we can to protect our unvaccinated children and keep in
person learning in place.

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

783

Please, please protect our children who cannot get vaccinated. My daughter is only 10.

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

784

Given that I work with the CIA and US government and I’m very informed about pandemic, I
strongly encourage masking to be maintained. If it is not, it will be a matter of weeks or a
month at the latest Before everything’s back in lockdown and school is virtual via zoom

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

785

For social and emotional health masks need to only be OPTIONAL for those desiring to wear
them. If masks are made mandatory I believe many many students will be polled from the
district resulting in lots of funding and schools going downhill rapidly.

8/16/2021 8:40 AM
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786

There is no scientific data to support children under age 11 wearing masks.

8/16/2021 8:40 AM

787

Wearing masks has proven to be effective in preventing the spread of coronavirus. As new
variants arrive and case rates grow we should leverage all of the tools we have to reduce the
spread and protect the unvaccinated. Please listen to the experts/scientists/doctors and the
CDC.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

788

Please continue to provide opportunities for vaccine clinics for eligible students. Please
educate students about the importance/safety of the co-vid vaccine.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

789

I'm not against masking, it should be a matter of CHOICE, NOT a mandate. There is no data
showing that children are at great risk from Covid 19, it is very much the opposite. As a matter
of fact, any publication I find in support of forced masking, provides no scientific basis for the
support, only fear mongering and ad hominem attacks on those of us questioning the lack of
science. When it comes to the forced masking of our children, have any of you ever asked the
question, “At what cost?” I will tell you the cost: increased levels of anxiety, suicidal ideation,
depression, and learning disorders. How about the other long term side effects of masking
which includes shortness of breath, light headedness, headaches, acne, chronic respiratory
illnesses, and weakened immune systems (Scorpiowoman). Forced masking harms children, it
does not help them. According to the CDC’s own reporting, mental health issues and suicidal
ideations have increased (AIER). They reported that between April and October 2020, the
portion of emergency visits related to mental health for children (5-11) increased by 24% and
31% for 12–17-year-olds compared to 2019 (CDC). This is completely unacceptable to me as a
parent and as a rational adult.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

790

Unvaccinated children in school need to wear masks. Should be a public health issue - not
political.

8/16/2021 8:39 AM

791

The number of actual covid cases is a very low percentage. My children and I are vaccinated.
I feel that it is important for my family to choose whether or not a mask is necessary.

8/16/2021 8:37 AM

792

I do not agree with children of any age being forced to wear a mask. I believe that is a decision
to be made by each child's parent with the assistance of their family doctor. I absolutely
support students and families who choose to wear masks, but I do not support it being a
forced mandate.

8/16/2021 8:37 AM

793

We support masking. Asking our kids to wear one, while the majority of others do not, is very
socially difficult. I would like to see masks implemented until the current surge subsides, and
re-implemented if another one begins. The Delta variant is affecting children more than the
original strain, and they cannot be vaccinated - WHY WAIT FOR several infections to begin
this?

8/16/2021 8:36 AM

794

All of the literature provided about Douglas county vaccination rates are great but fail to take
into account the children unable to be vaccinated due to age. Masks help curb the spread of
COVID and we are leaving the youngest in our society vulnerable. We still have no idea the
long term issues which could arise from infection in children.

8/16/2021 8:36 AM

795

C.D.C. officials have called for universal masking for teachers, staff, students and visitors in
schools, regardless of vaccination status and community transmission of the virus. It is known
that universal masking reduces the spread of COVID. Given how contagious the Delta variant
is, I strongly believe that a universal mask mandate is a simple and effective way to protect
kids and staff. It seems irresponsible to NOT follow the CDC’s guidance.

8/16/2021 8:36 AM

796

I support masking in schools to protect children from COVID-19. Children under 12 are
currently unable to get vaccinated and are at risk of becoming sick. I also worry about schoolaged kids making younger siblings sick with COVID-19. Masks are a way to protect children
and our community.

8/16/2021 8:35 AM

797

I am a school teacher, and I also have a school-aged child with an underlying heart condition.
Based on data, CDC guidance, and YOUR OWN recommendations, it is more than apparent
that masking is required in order to keep students, teachers, and all they contact safe.
Adopting a "strong encouragement" is tantamount to saying, "We're just going to wait for
enough people to get sick before we mandate this." The damage, however, will have already
been done, and such a policy will jeopardize the viability of in-person schooling. I cannot more
"strongly encourage" you: follow the science, NOT the politics of public sentiment.

8/16/2021 8:35 AM

798

I think schools should get back to normal and learning should take place as usual for this
school year.

8/16/2021 8:35 AM
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799

We need to continue moving forward and not allowing our children to live in fear. The changes
of children getting COVID are so slim, it is not worth causing a plethora of other issues to
“prevent it”. Masking should be a parent’s choice. My sister has endured bullying by both
faculty and other students because of her stance on masking. Allow people to make their own
choices.

8/16/2021 8:35 AM

800

I am a parent of two children in Douglas County schools and I strongly discourage a mask
mandate. We need to keep politics out of schools and strictly follow the science of this, not an
upset group of parents that want to force all to wear a mask. I got my children vaccinated and
understand the seriousness of COVID. That being said, parents have the right to CHOOSE
whether they mask their child or not. Mask wearing caused sever anxiety for both of my
children and already the talk of this being reinstated has them barely able to sleep. The risks
of COVID are extremely low for children, especially in CO. Gov. Polis spoke last week about
CO hospitals operating at low capacities, with only 7 children under the age of 10 in the
hospital. There are 1.2 million children in CO, that shows an extremely low risk! Mandating
masks is going to cause bigger issues for these children - their mental health is at risk here.
They have had a heard enough year, let's let them be and let them breathe! Parent choice
should be first and foremost! Please do not change your current stance based upon an angry
mob of parents.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

801

Masks are the only way transmission is not spread.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

802

Masks are a VERY simple way to reduce spread. Our unvaccinated children are the most
vulnerable population. Yet you dither and bow to crazy extremists who do not care who dies.
Cherry creek school district finally tired of waiting for you to DO YOUR JOB and actually
protect our children. I actually support all schools withs masks. But at the absolute very least,
all elementary and middle schools settings.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

803

I am pro masking in k-6 public schools to protect the unvaccinated until we have the choice to
vaccinate our own children this is the best way to protect their health and keep schools open.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

804

I am pleading with you to NOT mask our children. My granddaughter was in a preschool the
first part of last year and was developing some anxiety which she had never had before. My
daughter removed her from that school and put her in a school where no mask were required
and our little 4 year old returned to her sweet self. Please look at the data and realize school
aged children are better off with no masks.

8/16/2021 8:34 AM

805

Mask wearing should be a choice/decision made by the student’s guardian. Masks hinder
children’s learning experience and gives our daughter headaches breathing in her own carbon
dioxide. Stop the mandates / government control!!! Being an American is freedom of choice!!

8/16/2021 8:33 AM

806

I do not support masking in schools currently when there is no universal state mandated
masking in all indoor settings for all citizens. I have a fully vaccinated middle schooler and
fully vaccinated high schooler. Myself and my husband (who is a physician) are comfortable
with our children attending school with the current optional mask policy. I don’t believe face
masking will be significantly effective at reducing the transmission of the Delta variant when
implemented in a piecemeal fashion (where some parts of the community mask but many
other parts don’t) and therefore outside of the school setting children are interacting without
face masks in unmasked settings (sport, shopping, home, social events etc.). I also have
serious doubts about the quality of mask wearing making much impact as most people wore
low quality cloth masks, poorly fitted to the face, and with limited rigor over time when masking
was mandated. There are also significant negative effects of wearing face masks on children’s
emotional and social development and learning that will be cumulative, and the very act of
wearing the mask all day in school (and being monitored for this by school staff) is stressful
and unpleasant. Any decision to mandate masking in schools needs to carefully weigh the
negative effects on children in general against the real benefits that will be gained (rather than
against the hoped for or ideal benefits), as well as against the alternatives that could be
available. Personally I would rather see the district and public health invest time and money
into easily accessible rapid testing so those who are positive can be diagnosed at the earliest
opportunity (and therefore take appropriate action to reduce transmission and seek treatment if
needed), provision of free N95 masks to those who wish to wear them or are diagnosed
positive (as these will help reduce transmission and/or keep an individual safer from
contracting COVID-19), adapting school policies and practices so there are minimal deterrents
to staying home if exposed or a person begins to show symptoms of illness, and greater
sharing of facts about the rate of transmission and hospitalizations in the local community so

8/16/2021 8:33 AM
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families can easily make fact based decisions about masking and social distancing as the
situation evolves and changes over time.
807

We have done everything we can to protect our children for almost 2 years. We cannot give up
now. A school setting is a perfect environment for mass transmission. Please require masks
for all in this setting. Please, please, please. Don’t let our kids die after all we have sacrificed
to keep them safe thus far.

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

808

I strongly oppose masking of any sort in school, regardless of age or vaccination status. The
harm done to the children by wearing masks all day long is far worse than Covid.

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

809

Let parents make a choice as to what is best for their children. Not only are there
considerations of physical health, but also of mental, social and emotional health. Masks
make it hard for younger children to learn speaking and reading. We as a population have
enough information to decide what is best for our families and adults (who are at a much higher
risk for having COVID-19 complications) have the ability to get a vaccine. Please do not make
public schools miserable for children with a universal mask mandate. Parents who are
concerned for their children’s physical health can make their children wear a mask. I support
parent choice—we know our children and our circumstances best.

8/16/2021 8:32 AM

810

I am under the care of an oncologist and know the numerous health risks of wearing a mask.
This mandate is more about government and population control than it is about health care and
safety.

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

811

I feel those students who have been vaccinated should have a choice on masking. They
should not be punished because some choose not to. I know vaccinated can get and spread,
but the symptoms are way less to none.

8/16/2021 8:31 AM

812

With the change in recent CDC guidelines, the rise in the Delta variant, and the fact that
children 11 and under still cannot be vaccinated, it does not make sense that there would not
be a mask mandate for all schools (as schools mitigation strategies have been heavily
lightened, as can be seen in recent high school assembly photos). It has been proven that
vaccinated people can still spread the Delta variant, and as such, masks add an extra layer of
protection to help combat this spread. It’s no secret that OUR BIGGEST concern is keeping
children in in-person learning. Requiring universal masking in all schools will help keep us
there. Thank you for your time and all the work you’re doing.

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

813

No Masks!!!!

8/16/2021 8:30 AM

814

I believe we have a responsibility to allow people/parents to choose what is best for their
children. This is a basic principle of our country- freedom to make choices- right or wrong. If a
parent chooses to have their child wear a mask, I respect them and their choice. I would like
the same respect given to me and to be able to choose to not send my child with a mask. I am
not against masks- I am against a mask mandate.

8/16/2021 8:29 AM

815

Children are suffering far more psychological consequences of this continued masking and
fear-mongering than they ever will serious health consequences from catching this virus.
Adults and many children are able to receive a vaccine if they choose to. They are also free to
choose when and where to wear a mask. We live in a free country where everyone should be
able to choose how to live. Teenagers have too many challenges pre Covid. We cannot
continue to disregard the mental health decline as a result of these continued forced
mandates. It’s tone to put our children first. Let parents choose what is best for their own child.

8/16/2021 8:29 AM

816

I’m 100% for the freedom to choose what is best for your child’s health . I don’t agree with
mandating masks . This virus is here to stay and we need to learn to live with it and build
natural immunity to it .

8/16/2021 8:29 AM

817

I support masking of all students. I think it is particularly important for students under 12 who
are not able to get vaccinated.

8/16/2021 8:29 AM

818

There are 75 million kids under 18 in the US. Less than 400 kids have died from covid over the
ENTIRE pandemic. Every single adult who wants the vaccine has been able to get it, so now it
is up to each individual. There is plenty of data that shows that masking is not effective for
small children. Children are not dying of covid (even delta), and teachers/staff are highly
vaccinated. There are plenty of remote learning options for families who are worried. At some
point, we need to accept that it is up to individuals now. Children under 12 have a covid death
rate of .000005%…

8/16/2021 8:28 AM
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819

My child is 3 and I don’t think can successfully wear a mask all day - which defeats the
purpose

8/16/2021 8:28 AM

820

I am an occupational therapist, and it is heartbreaking to see children struggling mentally,
emotionally, socially, and developmentally due to the impacts from the fallout of these past 15
months. And I think that school districts are considering an even mandating that these children
wear a mask during school again this year is utterly insane! Do the benefits of wearing a mask
outweigh the detriment in children? I would argue that they certainly do not! As the statistics
demonstrate, children are largely unaffected by this virus and are not vectors of spreading the
virus either. Children are at greater risk from getting sick or dying from the flu but we have
never taken any mitigation efforts to stop the spread of the flu. Children are developing and
learning to read social cues, facial expressions, learning to read, developing relationships etc.
and wearing a mask limits all of this critical development. The ramifications of these past 15
months on the well-being of our children have yet to be realized. Are we going to continue to
add insult to their already injured and fragile psyche? Please consider the damage that has
been done and the devastating effects a mask mandate will have on the fragile and developing
minds of these children.

8/16/2021 8:27 AM

821

Kids should not be masked! We all had covid and the children recovered just fine, if the issue
is that they’ll spread it to adults then the adults can get a vaccine or wear a mask to protect
themselves, leave masks out of schools. It would make me strongly consider removing them
from school and completing home school or sending them to a charter school.

8/16/2021 8:27 AM

822

Whomever creates your surveys seems to do so with their desired outcome in mind. Below
there is no option for the most reasonable solution—give parents and older students a choice. I
do not believe the masks used by the general population offer great protection against a
respiratory virus, but if it makes someone feel more comfortable, let them wear a mask.
Conversely, if someone does not want to wear a mask, they should have that right. A study by
Stanford (not a conservative organization by any stretch of the imagination) outlined the impact
of masking—both the physiological and psychological effects of wearing a mask. If you can
still find it, you should read it. Bottom line—let parents decide how to protect their student’s
health. You should focus on the teaching.

8/16/2021 8:27 AM

823

Dear Board, Thank you for the opportunity to make our voices heard in regard to the masks.
There have been many doctors and scientists in recent days stating that the masks do not
prevent spread of the COVID 19 virus nor the Delta Variant. Dr. Dan Stock, Dr. Zev Zelenko,
Dr. Peter McCullough, to name a few. Furthermore, there is much evidence tgat supports that
the COVID 19 and Delta variants are not threatening to school age children. The masks should
be a personal choice for those who feel they want or need them. They should not be mandated
for all.

8/16/2021 8:25 AM

824

If you look at the data we are above 5% as of today 8-16-2021… A year ago we were around
5% or higher and we were locked down not going anywhere wearing masks so what is
changed? yes I understand that we’ve had vaccinations and they work but walked through a
middle school walk or high school not but a hand full of student is wearing a mask.. and how
many students are vaccinated ?!? I know it’s hard to wear a mask all day long as a child
because I hate it as an adult but I also want my child to be safe, I also understand that when
you’re running around during PE wearing a mask would probably be the worst thing in the
world. Yes I want masks… on no I don’t want them to wear eight hours a day, what are the
long-term effects of wearing a mask for eight hours a day all day long five days a week

8/16/2021 8:25 AM

825

I am against masks in school. My kids and husband are against kids wearing masks in school.
This has gone on long enough.

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

826

Enough is enough. My child had covid(the best immunity) & then has been vaccinated on top
of that. She should not be punished and forced to wear a mask when she has done her part. I
need her to have a normal school day where she can have normal human interaction. So much
communication is nonverbal and kids are missing out on that if they are forced to wear a
mask. Please please please leave it as a choice so my child can be herself instead of hiding
behind a mask. Just as those who are choosing not to vaccinate have gotten to make it heir
choice.

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

827

The fear of my children developing an auto immune disorder from the vaccine outweighed the
psychological impacts of having to wear a mask at school. If I would have known that mask
wearing would’ve been required regardless of vaccination, I would have made different choices
for my children. The mere consideration makes me feel deceived.

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

973 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
828

It has been proven through many medical publications, that children should not wear masks.
They are not at risk of dying. Please! Do not make kids wear masks in school or anywhere
else!

8/16/2021 8:24 AM

829

Please no masks for the littles

8/16/2021 8:23 AM

830

n my opinion, forcing a child to wear a mask is a form of child abuse. The mask harms them
psychologically and physically. The mask suppresses their immune system. Forced social
distancing of children is likewise child abuse. There is a reason God created an instinct in a
child to play in the dirt. A child’s immune system is built around being in contact with germs.
By the way, the above comments about masks apply to adults too. But adults have a choice.
When it comes to the children, there is NO choice. We ALL have a responsibility and legal
duty not to harm them. Do no mask our children.

8/16/2021 8:22 AM

831

Please make the proactive decision to require universal masking in our school settings. As a
country, we continue to be very reactive to the spread of COVID. Universal masking works. It
will protect those who can't get vaccinated and will give our kids the best chance of in-person
schooling with as little disruption as possible. Just take a look at the DCSD COVID dashboard
from the first week of school:
https://www.dcsdk12.org/about/leadership/superintendent/looking_forward_back_to_school_202
1-2022/dcsd_covid-19_dashboard. If we don't do something about this now these numbers will
continue to get worse and put kids in harm's way. Wearing a mask is such a small sacrifice to
make. The CDC is recommending universal masking in schools, so is the American Academy
of Pediatrics. It's time to require universal masking in our schools.

8/16/2021 8:22 AM

832

Children can’t be vaccinated against Covid. Children should wear masks to protect themselves
and others. Even older students, such as high schoolers, should wear masks because it’s a
large indoor setting and the virus can still spread. It’s incredibly simple. Do not be like Texas
and Florida. Model good behavior.

8/16/2021 8:22 AM

833

I think we should be protecting all kids 18 and under by requiring masks at school. Not
everyone has taken advantage of free immunizations and others are too young. I believe kids
should wear masks to protect themselves, family, and friends. We should promote unity,
respect, & caring for others during these times.

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

834

Please dig down deep with your data and make sure the data you have is accurate and reflects
what is happening in this specific community and not elsewhere. Kids here have maneuvered
thru life all summer normally, many without masks. Now they may be the only ones asked to
mask up for a supposed greater good? That age group doesn’t have that level of cognitive
ability to understand why even when they are not sick and not in danger they have to do it for
others. One moment can change the direction of a life. Many of these children will be forever
scarred by this decision. A mask mandate will immediately cause me to unenroll my daughter
from the school system. I doubt we would ever return to the school system. I have no reason
to have faith in your decisions when from what I have seen your science doesn’t back up what
is actually happening in the community.

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

835

Covid cases have already been identified in students K-12. Best line of defense is masks and
mitigation strategies to beat protect everyone’s health!

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

836

Masks don’t work and are contributing to unneeded psychological distress in kids. Please DO
NOT mandate masks. Allow each family to make that choice. Kids are not even getting super
sick from this, let alone dying. Their family members can get vaccinated. This potential
mandate will lead to repercussions that no one wants to deal with.

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

837

These children are the least likely to contract this "virus". The parents are the ones that make
health decisions for their child, not the "government"! Enough of these games and give the
choice back to "We the People!!"

8/16/2021 8:21 AM

838

Please leave medical choices and decisions up to individual families. This virus has shown to
be mild in children and those teachers/children over 12 who have wanted to get the vaccine
have been able to do so. We have protective and proactive, proven measures available for us
to use. Parents can still choose to mask their children for school or utilize one of the home or
online school platforms should they feel safer with that. Universal masking is punishing our
children on emotional and mental, as well as physical levels. RSV is on the rise due to oversanitizing and avoiding germs for the past 18 months. THIS virus is much more harmful and
detrimental to our younger kids, as are the emotional effects of this masking policy. Children
are suffering with regressing academics, lowering IQ and higher rates of anxiety and

8/16/2021 8:20 AM
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depression. This virus is not going away. We must learn to live with this. Please do not enforce
something that has proven to do more harm than good. Again, parents that feel safer masking
their children, have the freedom to do so. The government and non-elected officials are NOT
responsible for co-parenting our children! Please read the REAL data and let our children have
the ability to grow and develop into happy, confident and strong young people! No universal
masking!
839

I was a mask supporter before people could be vaccinated but now I feel that it won't make
much of a difference because our students will wear a mask half heartedly in school but not
outside of school where they are more likely to be exposed. We did not have one case of
person to person in school last year but instead they came to school with COVID from their
parents or their sporting events and traveling.

8/16/2021 8:19 AM

840

If you would like some science that supports what the masks are doing to harm people contact me and I can get you that info.

8/16/2021 8:18 AM

841

1. No proof masks work, too many professionals admitting they don’t now. 2. Douglas County
does not have the covid numbers currently to support this type of mandate. 3. Masks are
depressing my fellow high school mates and hurting my kindergarten brothers ability to
properly communicate with his classmates 4. There is an increase in RSV and Pneumonia due
to respiratory infections happening because of unsanitary masks being worn and germs being
breathed in all day by children.

8/16/2021 8:17 AM

842

Absolutely support masks for those 11 and under in school. As vaccinations are not yet
available for this age group, this is the best way to protect them and the spread of COVID until
vaccines are available. I want my kids in school, in person, all year. Mask up!

8/16/2021 8:17 AM

843

As a father of two unvaccinated elementary-school aged children, I support a universal mask
mandate in all academic settings. We are still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with
cases continuing to rise and hospitalization for children surging. Why would we not want to
take preventative measures to protect our children and those tasked with educating them?
What message are we sending our children about their wellbeing? It would be far more
effective to be proactive now rather than urgently reactive later when it’s too late. I urge the
board to do right by our children and implement a mandatory mask mandate to keep our future
safe and healthy.

8/16/2021 8:17 AM

844

I believe that forcing children to wear masks places an unnecessary burden on the children,
their teachers, and on parents as they try to enforce the wearing of masks on young children
who are unable to be consistent in the proper usage of the masks. Having observed children
attempting to wear masks, I think that their tendencies constantly adjust, touch, and wear the
mask improperly constitute a greater risk for virus transmission than if they were unmasked. I
believe that the benefits of masks do not outweigh the risks and problems young children
experience with forced masking.

8/16/2021 8:16 AM

845

Please stop the madness. Masks cause more harm in children than COVID would. Families
know what is best for their children and it is our right to be able to decide what we want to do.
Those who are scared can mask up all they way. You do not have a right to be force it on
anyone.

8/16/2021 8:15 AM

846

There is no scientific evidence that masking provides any additional protections. There is
substantial evidence that children are harmed when having to wear masks. Its as simple as
that.

8/16/2021 8:15 AM

847

Kids risk of covid death is less than the flu and we have ever masked for the flu - please don't
mask our children!

8/16/2021 8:12 AM

848

ABSOLUTELY NO TO MASK MANDATE!! Parents know what is best for their children and
have the right to do what they deem best for their families. Stop this fearmongering madness.
Masks in children cause way more damage than harm.

8/16/2021 8:12 AM

849

As a mother of two unvaccinated elementary-school aged children, I support a universal mask
mandate in all academic settings. We are still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with
cases continuing to rise and hospitalization for children surging. Why would we not want to
take preventative measures to protect our children and those tasked with educating them?
What message are we sending our children about their wellbeing? It would be far more
effective to be proactive now rather than urgently reactive later when it’s too late. I urge the
board to do right by our children and implement a mandatory mask mandate to keep our future
safe and healthy.

8/16/2021 8:12 AM
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850

Covid poses almost no risk to our kids. 4.2 million children have tested positive for Covid and
.008% of them have died. CDC has estimated that in 2018-2019 480 kids have died from the
flu. This is more than the number of kids who have died from Covid in 18 months. Never had
we ever suggested before that kids wear masks to fight the flu. It is a fact that the flu is more
dangerous than Covid. There is psychological damage when kids are forced to wear masks. It
teaches them that the air is toxic, that everyone around them is sick, that the mask that they
spit on, sneeze into, get dirt and food on is safe, which it is not! It inhibits their learning to read
by not being able to see the teacher enunciate the words. What does it do to a child’s immune
system to wear this awful dirty mask all day, everyday? It is not to keep them safe. THEY are
safe!! The adults can get the vaccine if they are worried. Allow the children to go to school
without masks and lead a healthy and happy life and experience a productive and successful
school experience!

8/16/2021 8:10 AM

851

I do not support requiring masking. If a student (or their parents) wants to wear a mask, I fully
support that. But I am not good with forcing students to wear a mask against their will.

8/16/2021 8:10 AM

852

Mask have no place being forced on children. Doing the research I have done, the seasonal flu
is killing more children then covid has in the last 1.5 yrs. As I have tried, I have not found any
source that proves the cotton mask work and can be more harmful cause the bacteria in them
at the least. Mask have mostly lead to anxiety and depression unfortunately increasing suicide
in our most vulnerable. Suicide is currently whats killing our children, not Covid.

8/16/2021 8:09 AM

853

No mandatory masks-parental choice

8/16/2021 8:08 AM

854

Masks are ineffective against controlling the spread of microscopic respiratory particles. They
do, however, generate a breading ground for bronchial infections for the person wearing them
for prolonged periods of time. It’s irresponsible to force a child into a health risk under the
guise of preventing another health risk that has been proven to be grossly ineffective! Better
preventative practices should be urged in schools like frequent hand washing and avoiding
class participation if a child is showing symptoms of an illness.

8/16/2021 8:07 AM

855

I DO NOT support masks. This is getting out of control. These kids need to be in school for
their mental health and they need to be able to do it without masks. It has come out over and
over and then covered up that only SICK people should wear a mask. It is not good for a
healthy person to wear a mask and breath in their own exhaust all day. No one is talking about
the complications from healthy people wearing a mask. We as humans also need to be
exposed to germs to build immune systems. If people choose to wear a mask then that should
be their choice, just as it should be if someone chooses not to. Seems to be so much concern
about "mask shaming" but what about the concern of bullying in general? We don't care about
that? So we don't want the handful of the kids that do wear masks to be made fun of so let's
make the other 95%+ of kids wear them. Instead of pushing an agenda that supports the
minority, how about you push an agenda that supports the majority. Let people do what's best
for them and their family.

8/16/2021 8:07 AM

856

In addition to masking, please add free on site COVID testing for staff and students.

8/16/2021 8:06 AM

857

There is no data showing that children are at great risk from Covid 19, it is very much the
opposite. As a matter of fact, any publication I find in support of forced masking, provides no
scientific basis for the support, only fear mongering and ad hominem attacks on those of us
questioning the lack of science. When it comes to the forced masking of our children, have
any of you ever asked the question, “At what cost?” I will tell you the cost: increased levels of
anxiety, suicidal ideation, depression, and learning disorders. How about the other long term
side effects of masking which includes shortness of breath, light headedness, headaches,
acne, chronic respiratory illnesses, and weakened immune systems (Scorpiowoman). Forced
masking harms children, it does not help them. According to the CDC’s own reporting, mental
health issues and suicidal ideations have increased (AIER). They reported that between April
and October 2020, the portion of emergency visits related to mental health for children (5-11)
increased by 24% and 31% for 12-17 year olds compared to 2019 (CDC). This is completely
unacceptable to me as a parent and as a rational adult. Question #4 below needs to be
changed. I'm not against masking, it should be a matter of CHOICE, NOT a mandate.

8/16/2021 8:06 AM

858

Until we reach a sufficient vaccine rate and lower the community spread, we need universal
masking in schools. Most people agree that in-person school is best for kids. Let’s do
everything we can, including wearing masks, to make sure kids can attend school in person
this school year. Without universal masking, we will have bullying and peer-pressure to not
wear masks. Everyone wearing a mask normalizes it for kids of all ages so they can focus on

8/16/2021 8:06 AM
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school. Nobody wants schools or businesses to have to shut down. Let’s do everything we can
to stay open!
859

It’s been proven time and time again that children are not impacted by this virus. Masking
creates more psychological distress than is acceptable. I’m a world with fragile mental health,
it’s important to not impose any more stress on the child, the parents, or the teachers by
requiring this non-sensical mandate.

8/16/2021 8:05 AM

860

I do not agree with masking children.

8/16/2021 8:04 AM

861

I would fully support, and hope that TCHD recommends masks in schools, especially with
children under 12. The risks remain the same as last year, and even more serious the Delta
variant seems to affect children more so than the original virus. Watching what is happening in
other states, it is clear that the same will happen here in the unvaccinated groups. While the
state's adult population has a decent vaccination rate, the children don't even have that choice.
To think our children are safe because of that vaccination rate is silly. People travel all over
this country, and it'll make it's way here too. Further, what is extremely scary, I live in Douglas
County, and the commissioner won't follow your guidance anyway. I guess that's the next
battle to fight.

8/16/2021 8:04 AM

862

We nearly lost our daughter to suicide last year because of depression and anxiety due to the
related effects of a mask mandate and distancing. No previous diagnosis prior to this. CDC
states on their site there are zero health gains from masking, however HRHS experienced 4
suicides last year. Unacceptable! This should be a parent choice. You want blood on your
hands as a result of covering our children’s faces when the risk of death from COVID is so low.
How many kids in the tricounty died from COVID? How many died from suicide? Parent
choice. Stop the nonsense.

8/16/2021 8:03 AM

863

I feel that for the health and safety of students and staff, masks should be worn indoors at all
times. I also strongly feel vaccinations should mandatory as well.

8/16/2021 8:02 AM

864

I have 3 elementary children- 5th, 3rd, and 1st. Our children are suffering in so many ways by
putting masks on them for a school day. They wore a mask for an entire school year and we
do not know the impacts this will have on our children for the future. We saw data about test
scores being low but what about their mental health and social learning?? Encourage the
parents and older students to be vaccinated but do not punish the littles ones that cannot by
putting a mask back on them.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

865

Please act with compassion and common sense by making every effort to save lives.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

866

The Covid 19 virus has a 99% survivability rate. That is the only true fact. All other data is
unreliable, as confirmed by the CDC. Testing has proven inaccurate as tests have not
identified the difference between influenza and Covid 19 for more than a year. Past information
from years previous to Covid 19 released and supported by CDC has stated masks are not
proven to prevent spread of any virus. This can be found from CDC records and past articles.
Additionally, Covid 19 has continued to spread over the past 17 months WITH mask use. It
continues to spread amongst the vaccinated. Why are we abandoning decades of ‘science’
with the proven understanding of immunology and evolution of a virus? The science doesn’t
change with this virus. It’s evolution and life cycle is no different. And among all else, stop
forcing population majority for the population minority. They are welcome to mask or vaccinate
to protect themselves. There’s no need for protection from a virus with a 99% survivability
rate.

8/16/2021 8:01 AM

867

PLEASE provide parents the choice to choose what’s in the best interest of their child. We
open enrolled into Heritage and do not want to pull our son out and put him in a private school
just so he doesn’t have to wear masks. The emotional/psychological toll our kids have had to
endure is unprecedented and masks contribute to psychological distress, disconnectedness,
isolation and even suicide. My oldest son graduated from Heritage May 2021 and he
experienced so much hardship from last year that will impact him well into the future. Polis
shared last week, numbers are low with kids, young people aren’t spreading this and what good
is the vaccine if it isn’t moving us into more personal freedom? PLEASE don’t let the loud,
illogical, irrational agenda of those that just want to bring others down change the great start
already in place for our schools!! We don’t want to have to move schools or states over this PLEASE don’t mandate masks!

8/16/2021 8:00 AM

868

I have a 4th grader and 2 kindergarteners. After experiencing masks last year, I am
legitimately worried about the long term effects of mask wearing on the development of young

8/16/2021 8:00 AM
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kids. They can't learn social cues and facial cues that are crucial in our society. Little kids are
not capable of wearing masks the right way that actually has any effect on viruses. They suck
on them, touch their faces all day long and can't focus. They also have higher CO2 in their
blood when wearing masks for too long. I do not agree that the benefits of wearing masks
outweigh the problems associated with them.
869

I can provide recent studies and other information supporting that masks do not work and
indeed cause harm to those wearing.

8/16/2021 7:59 AM

870

We are in support of no masks for our children at school!

8/16/2021 7:58 AM

871

It should be up to the parent to choose what is best for their child

8/16/2021 7:58 AM

872

COVID is less dangerous for children than the flu, and we don't mask for the flu. COVID is not
going away, are we going to mask forever? Kids' psychosocial development is important, too.
Masks won't prevent quarantines, they are a step toward further restrictions like quarantines
and school closures. Mask wearing should be the choice of the parents.

8/16/2021 7:58 AM

873

The options in question 4 are ridiculous. They do not include the choice of choice. There is no
issue if parents want their kids to wear a mask in school. But it should be up to the parents
with the child's input and health considerations. The 3rd option is the only one close, but it
refers to no masking. So the option to say "masking by choice" is missing from your survey.

8/16/2021 7:58 AM

874

Strongly against a mask mandates for kids.

8/16/2021 7:54 AM

875

Masks are not a political issue. We need to protect the most vulnerable in our county. We also
need to support our teachers and citizens working with children. Until children under 12 can be
vaccinated masks need to be required in the school setting. Thank you

8/16/2021 7:54 AM

876

I worked as an EHS at tchd. I am now a vaccinated stay at home mom. My family and I went
back to masking everytime we are in public about 6 weeks ago. My 7 year old son is also
masked everytime he leaves the house. I tried homeschooling him the first semester last
year... It didn't go well. He is back at school full time this year. I worry daily. I think too many
people are too stubborn to listen to "strong suggestions". There are only 5 out of 27 kids in my
son's class who wear masks to school. I KNOW from speaking to neighbors that it is the
unvaccinated parents who are the least likely to mask themselves or their children. I think It is
our duty as a densely populated community to be vaccinated or wear masks to protect children
below 12. We also need give those in the healthcare profession a break. I was very proud of
governor Polis at the beginning of the outbreak for requiring masks and even explaining some
basic epidemiology to the public. I wish he would step up again. I know we are not through the
tough times. We can not give up now, or we will backslide. I know tchd is all about education.
Unfortunately, I think some people just won't hear it. I would feel so much more comfortable if
masks were mandated again. They really aren't even uncomfortable for my family. Please
contact me if there is ANYTHING I can do to help. I would love to volunteer to encourage
people to mask up until all kids have the option to be vaccinated... Or do anything to help,
really. Thank you for having this meeting. I know there is a tremendous amount of public
pressure on both sides of this issue. Stay strong! Don't let Douglas county bring you down
TCHD! You are awesome!

8/16/2021 7:54 AM

877

Opposed to this mandate.

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

878

Our kids are affected by Covid less than the seasonal flue. You must consider their
development and mental health when issuing non science and fact based decisions. Follow the
data and science and make the right choice. NO MANDATE! Doctors used to be most
respected profession, but not anymore. They are just political now and I do not trust what they
say. They are not looking out for the health of their patients.

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

879

I strongly urge you to not violate the US constitution and our Parental bill of rights by
mandating medical decisions ( mask mandate)for US citizens. Masks should be a free choice.

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

880

Covid does not effect children to the same degree as older individuals. I want the right to
choose.

8/16/2021 7:53 AM

881

It is hard for little learners (mine are K and 1st) to connect with teachers and learn through
masks

8/16/2021 7:52 AM

882

Vaccination status should be taken into consideration. More people will get vaccinated if they
know it means they don’t have to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 7:52 AM
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883

I am writing to let the Board of Health know I am strongly opposed to my children wearing
masks in school. Mask wearing is keeping my children from developing their natural
immunities to other illnesses such as RSV and pneumonia which pose more of a risk to my
children than Covid. Covid isn’t going away and masking our children with no end in sight is not
responsible.

8/16/2021 7:52 AM

884

Give the parents the right to choose whether or not to send our kids to school in masks just
like this last week has been. No changes necessary. Or else we will be pulling our kids out of
public school and going to cherry hills where they do not enforce this craziness. Thanks.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

885

It should be up to parents to decide if their kids wear a mask. We shouldn’t be forced to do so.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

886

Forcing us to mask our children is wrong. I could get into long stories about how much this
negatively affected our children last year but the bottom line is this is our choice as parents
and nobody else’s. I’m very close to pulling our children and going private or homeschooling for
good because I’m tired of fighting bureaucrats about the way my children are taught. If masks
are mandated, both my kids will be pulled and they won’t be back. I know so many parents
who feel the same. In conclusion, all you have to do is walk around any Douglas County
school to see how people really feel about masks. Not even 1/4 of the kids or teachers are
masked. I’m also ready to start joining the effort to fight hard to have people who vote to strip
us of our rights to decide what is best for our children removed.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

887

I do not feel that children should have to wear mask in school. Wearing mask for children
distract them when they should be focusing on school.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

888

Masks are such a distraction. My children are so uncomfortable wearing them it distract me
them from learning.

8/16/2021 7:51 AM

889

Let each school choose if masks are needed based upon the Covid numbers at that school.
Masks are a distraction from learning. Let the parents vote by school.

8/16/2021 7:50 AM

890

Please do not sacrifice our children’s health over politics! This is about health only. We send
our children to school for learning including science. How does that look to the children when
we as a society go against the very thing we are asking them to learn?

8/16/2021 7:50 AM

891

I support a mask mandate to protect our children and prevent the spread of the virus.
Unfortunately, I believe this is the position we are in because of the rout of so many
choosingto believe disinformation and not get vaccinated, which undoubtedly will only carry
over to their kids once they are eligible to get vaccinated.

8/16/2021 7:49 AM

892

Please do not put a mask mandate on our kids at school. This should be a parent choice and
we strongly believe if a parent wants their kids to wear a mask that is their right, but it is also
the right for the children to be able to learn properly. We will not know the lasting impacts this
will have on kids for years to come, but have already seen testing scores go down. The
children under 11 and were not required to wear masks last year at school and overall it was a
success. With having children in younger grades we are watching how it is hurting them
learning in the classroom. Kindergartner’s need to be able to watch and the teacher needs to
see how they are pronouncing letters is just one example. Also, kids do not wear masks
effectively and non-N95 masks do not stop spread as effectively as originally thought. Kids in
younger grades will use it as a toy and play around with it. This is something each school
should decide not Tri-County. We are very different counties and to make a universal decision
for all three I don't think will be doing the right thing. Lastly, to let kids start school and then all
the sudden change course is hard. We have been telling our kids the school year is going back
to normal and to pivot at the last minute is not right. They have endured a lot over this year
and a half and they need to be able to trust adults. I know we are all learning along the way,
but it is hard for them to see that. Point: It is not right to force them to wear masks in school
when they don't even have the opportunity to be vaccinated. We as a country did the right
thing and vaccinated the most vulnerable population first, but don't punish the youth because
they endure many changes in their world and have been trying to roll with it.

8/16/2021 7:49 AM

893

Without vaccinations, masks are the most effective way of protecting unvaccinated kids at
school.

8/16/2021 7:48 AM

894

I have faced Covid since day 1 face to face. Never got it, God created our bodies to have
immunity. Masking is just as well as muzzling. Let the students think for themselves and
make their own choices. One America, one rule. If you think different you are shamed. Isn't our
job as citizens to teach the youth to be independent thinkers? Tri County Health does not

8/16/2021 7:48 AM
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dictate how people live. That's called free will. I believe parents will pull their children from the
schools if you continue to overstep and control their free will.
895

It is absolutely insane to go backwards and have to start wearing masks again. Why the heck
did I have to get vaccinated if you are going to make us wear masks.

8/16/2021 7:48 AM

896

Fully vaccinated high school students should not be forced to wear a mask to protect those
who CHOOSE to skip the vaccine.

8/16/2021 7:47 AM

897

As a mother of three kids aged 5-13 I strongly approve parent’s choice to decide for their
children whether masks should be worn in school. Whether it be for reasons of anxiety, asthma
or any reason, parents should have the say in what is best for their children. I kept my children
in homeschool last year and the negative effects on socialization wanted me to try and have
my children return to in-person learning. I don’t want my children to have to sit in a mask all
day long. I believe in the other practices put into place by the school to be sufficient to reduce
the risks.

8/16/2021 7:46 AM

898

Masks have helped in limited situations. If someone has a weakened immune system or they
feel better wearing a mask they should wear it. However, I don’t feel a mask mandate is going
to change the virus’s ability to spread and if anything the trapped bacteria/viruses that the
children breathe will do more harm than good.

8/16/2021 7:46 AM

899

I think that kids should not have to wear masks because COVID-19 is not lethal enough to
cause much harm to kids.

8/16/2021 7:45 AM

900

I strongly oppose a mask mandate for kids in school.

8/16/2021 7:44 AM

901

Masking our children again is unnecessary and a form or cruel and unusual punishment. We all
know there are and always have been viruses and illnesses that our kids will be exposed to.
This specific virus has not proven to be any more threatening than anything else our children
have. Wearing masks and keeping everyone social distanced is not allowing our bodies natural
immune system to work and build up antibodies for future exposures. Masking and sheltering
kids last year very well may be why are kids are sick this year. Not that there are even that
many issues with kids and Covid. We also know that, like the majority of those that have
perished with this virus, children, ages 0-18, that have perished, overwhelmingly had
underlying comorbidities. While 337 children in that age group in the US have perished up til
July of this year, it should also be noted that over 800 perished from pneumonia. As a mental
health provider I am concerned about the long term effects of our children wearing masks,
especially the little ones. Kids need to see faces. Body language and facial expressions are
one of the primary ways we communicate. And our kids need and deserve to be able to learn
and live in a community where they feel loved and heard. Not seeing faces and emotions is
detrimental to the social emotional development of our children. It’s like they are in a
community with robots raising them. How will they learn to connect on an emotional level? We
all know the mental health crisis that is coming out of this. The increase in suicide rates and
emotional issues in our children and teens. All of this, and for no reason. Masks are not
helping society or our health. They are separating us and causing division and killing our
society individual identity. Please choose to keep our kids and community a free choice.
Parents should choose what’s beat for their families! Wearing a mask should be an individual
personal choice!

8/16/2021 7:42 AM

902

Please look into what other schools did to remain mask free during the year. Masks do not
work. Masks create other health issues, mental health issues. Please.

8/16/2021 7:42 AM

903

I know as a student myself I know that there is no threat and those who are in danger are
wearing their masks if wanted. Do not those who do not.

8/16/2021 7:41 AM

904

Most masks do not filter at the necessary micron level needed to stop virus transmission.
Masks also impede young students ability to develop necessary learning skills, linguistic
skills, and social skills. Furthermore, from a statistical perspective children are not at risk for
severe disease.

8/16/2021 7:40 AM

905

Since when do we let public health be managed by public opinion? If we're using this forum to
dictate policy, what is TCHD really needed for? We've been told time and time again that
DCSD has worked directly with Dr. Douglas who agrees with the mask choice plan......so
what's the issue here? Good leaders make decisions that are right and supported by data, not
because of pressure from opposing sides. Give people the choice....that should be an option
for your answer below. "I support allowing parents and families to make the choices they see
best fit for their families. Choice!!!

8/16/2021 7:40 AM
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906

As a bedside nurse at Children’s Colorado, it seems irresponsible to not have any mask or
social distance mandates. I am surrounded by covid positive patients today and I work in
pediatrics. We cannot relay on people to be responsible and mask if they are sick or have
been exposed. Please consider a mask mandate at minimum to protect our students,
teachers, and community.

8/16/2021 7:40 AM

907

I would rather look back and say “we didn’t the masks”, than be in a situation where entire
grades/schools are quarantined for extended periods of time. Besides the health of the
children, online learning is terrible. I would to do whatever we can as a community to maximize
our chances to keep our children in our schools. As soon as the “delta” situation improves,
masks should become optional again (parents’ choice)

8/16/2021 7:39 AM

908

Don’t harm our kids more by requiring masks. Let each family decide what is right for them and
their kids. Don’t force our kids to have to spend another year stuck behind masks, not being
able to fully read each other’s facial expressions or hear each other. The masks do more harm
than good.

8/16/2021 7:37 AM

909

Absolutely no masks on children or educators. We will pull our children out and Douglas
County SD will lose their funding from federal government.

8/16/2021 7:37 AM

910

Do not require our children to wear masks. Let it be a parent decision. Please let our children
get back to normalcy. Also look at the statistics. I believe you will find that the flu is more
dangerous to the lives of our children than the Covid and it’s variants.

8/16/2021 7:36 AM

911

It's very concerning how few people are wearing masks, given CDC guidelines.

8/16/2021 7:34 AM

912

We need to provide safety for our children and community!

8/16/2021 7:34 AM

913

Strongly support a mask mandate. Set politics aside and please take care of our kids. Do the
right thing.

8/16/2021 7:33 AM

914

No masks, children no not need to wear masks. Their immune systems can fight this virus.

8/16/2021 7:31 AM

915

After watching how dirty the kids masks get in school it doesn’t make sense for them to then
put them on their faces. More germs that way.

8/16/2021 7:30 AM

916

After 18 months of fighting to keep ourselves out of the hospital, we are faced with the
decision to stay out of another year of school because of the complacency that made the first
year what it was to begin with. Our kids are too young for a vaccine, so our only protection for
them--short of isolation--is masking. Yes, wearing masks all day is miserable. I am masked all
day at work, so I can appreciate the struggle. And I am fully vaccinated. But we have a highly
contagious variant that is now more impactful to youth than the original strains that had
outsized older age skew. We are not out of the pandemic, and to pretend that we are is folly.

8/16/2021 7:29 AM

917

Please consider protecting our children. No one wants to go remote again, and one way to
ensure that happens is to mandate universal mask wearing in schools.

8/16/2021 7:28 AM

918

Parents that do not feel comfortable sending children to school if not all are masked need to
make other arrangements for school.

8/16/2021 7:28 AM

919

Our school was successful in avoiding universal masks last year with no outbreaks of any
virus. Our school is solid proof that this can be managed without measures that can be harmful
and invasive. Rather than universal mask mandates, the TCHD should be looking to success
stories and attempting to emulate what has been proven to safely work for our kids.

8/16/2021 7:27 AM

920

As we have seen in other states the Delta variant is affecting more and more children. I
believe it is wise to take a proactive approach to protect our children 11 and under. Children at
that age are unable to understand the importance of masking and the risk they may pose to
others. The healthcare community does not have the resources for hospitalization of children
who need critical care. By not being proactive we not only put our children at risk but other
children who may have serious medical conditions that require hospitalization and in some
cases intensive care. I also believe masks should be required on children 12+ that are not
vaccinated. Thank you!

8/16/2021 7:25 AM

921

Enough is Enough. This is not communist Russia. We do not co parent with the Government.
You do your job and let parents do theirs.

8/16/2021 7:25 AM

922

Thank you for attempting to align Tri-County and school district policies with the CDC
recommendations. I am seeing a lot of anger and vitriol directed against masking policies and

8/16/2021 7:24 AM
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wanted to write in support of universal masking in order to protect those who cannot be and
chose not to be vaccinated - as well as protect against breakthrough cases with the Delta
variant. I particularly would like to comment on the rhetoric I am hearing that mask mandates
are "child abuse." I work in special education and multiple times per month am in contact with
children and families affected by child abuse - and a mask mandate intended to protect others
is certainly NOT child abuse. While we are likely all tired of wearing masks, this seems like
one minor thing we can do for public safety. Children are resilient and, for the most part, have
adapted relatively well to wearing masks. Thank you for the work you are doing and for
considering the greater good.
923

Masks should remain OPTIONAL for children in our school district. Firstly, there is no
evidence that masks do anything to actually prevent the spread of disease in schools. There is
merely the assumption of causative relationships based on anecdotal experiences. Secondly,
there is a large amount of evidence and statistical data that COVID does not pose a significant
risk to children. This masking campaign has now gone too far. It’s a psychological security
blanket to help people feel like they have some control. It has become a fear campaign. I’m
aware of the reasoning and logic behind reducing COVID cases, but it appears we are moving
toward an unrealistic goal of zero illness. Using zero illness as a single variable goal when it
comes to policy making is extremely detrimental to the well being of our children and society
as a whole. People can continue to be as nervous as they want to be about this new
respiratory virus that is here to stay, but their fears are not mine and should not be my
daughter’s. I’m not going to support my child being forced into wearing a mask with no end in
sight. People are scared and are pushing their often uneducated agenda on other families. I will
seriously consider withdrawing my daughter from DCSD if the elected officials can’t stand their
ground and stand up for our kids amidst this rising hysteria. We need to get back to common
sense.

8/16/2021 7:21 AM

924

Being a nurse I take Covid very seriously. Both of my children are under 12 and unable to be
vaccinated and therefore vulnerable . We started school wearing masks but it is not helpful
when no one else is wearing one. These children deserve to be protected hence the
recommendation of the CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics. We want to not only keep
schools open and give our kids quality education but also keep these kids safe and healthy.
Without masks our kids are not protected as much as they could be. These are children! It is
our responsibility to make the best educated decision for them. People are concerned with
depression of these children but how will they feel when we are back to home learning because
Covid is rampant and then parents are struggling to balance work and school. This is an
important topic and I know a lot of parents are against mask, but those of us in the medical
field have a responsibility to use the knowledge and education we have to protect these
children.

8/16/2021 7:21 AM

925

Follow the science, the long term effects of masking children, parents must have a choice in
the health of their children, every child is different and have different health issues, one
mandate does not account for each individual’s situation.

8/16/2021 7:20 AM

926

Kids that are high school age or younger have an extremely low risk from COVID19. My kids
have lost a year of education and social interaction that is critical for their development.
Forcing kids to wear masks restricts their social interaction, prohibits them from reading facial
expressions and is a distraction from their education. Science has stated the COVID19 virus is
small enough to pass through most all masks. Masks mandates are a political power trip and
cosmetic theater with very little concern for our kids education and development.

8/16/2021 7:19 AM

927

I want to start off saying that though I appreciate TCHD asking for the public's opinion on
school masking, I don't think this is the way a decision is made. For one, you can't guarantee
that those people giving opinions are parents/guardians of students actually going to one of the
county's schools. This topic should be for parents/guardians only and not for those people with
an agenda. Second, masking shouldn't be up for public opinion, but based on facts and
science. Much of the public will be basing their opinion on just that - their opinion. Because
this is open to open, I'll provide mine. I think masks should be mandatory for schools,
particularly elementary schools. My son is in 1st grade and I have ZERO option to get him
vaccinated (otherwise I would). The only option I can give him is a piece of cloth over his
mouth/nose. And right now, that option gives him only minimal protection. He currently sits in a
group of 4 desks. He is the ONLY one in that group of four wearing a mask. That means the
children across from him and next to him are constantly sending their germs his way while he's
protecting them by wearing a mask. With DCSD policy, I thought that they were going to be
taking other forms of protection against COVID since they are not requiring masks, but this is
obviously not the case with putting children is such close proximity to others. My son has also

8/16/2021 7:19 AM
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told me that he now mingles with other classes during recess (this was not the case last year)
and that more students in the cafeteria (again, not the case last year). Based on the
information he's providing me, it seems like it's back to normal business in the school. The
other thing that worries me is that any adult can now enter the building and be around my child
- and that adult may or may not be vaccinated. Why are we putting our vulnerable children at
risk like this? We are having a school open house this week (currently no masks required) why are we putting our children at risk by doing this? Though Douglas County has an overall
vaccination rate greater than 70%, this includes the entire eligible population. Instead we
should be looking at the age range of the typical parent/guardian of an elementary school child
- 20 to 50 years old. The following is the current fully vaccinated rates in Douglas County for
those ages: 18-29: 61.57% 30-39: 59.55% 40-49: 66.69% Not one group is above 70%. If you
look at vaccinations initiated, only the 40-49 group is above the 70% mark. Besides all the
above information, both the CDC and AAP are recommending masking indoors for our children.
If you look at case rates for children 5-10 in Douglas County, incidence rates are once again
climbing. We live in Roxborough and the incidence rate per 100,000 is close to 200. Overall,
rates for children have gone up as this delta variant is affecting everyone. I have done
everything I can as a parent to keep my children safe through this pandemic - we do not take
our children to stores, we do not eat at restaurants, we do not take them to public indoor
settings, we have not been to the zoo/museum since the pandemic hit (with the exception of
one time at the zoo which was so crowded, I was in a panic the whole time), when we do go
somewhere we all wear masks, and both my husband and I are fully vaccinated. I don't want
sending my child to school to be the biggest health risk of all the things that we do. Last year
my son remained healthy the entire school year and I attribute that to mask wearing. His class
was quarantined only one time and I don't believe any other child got sick from the affected
person - I again attribute that success from mask wearing. We have our children where shirts,
pants/shorts, shoes to school - a piece of cloth over their mouth/nose is no different. I beg you
to keep our children safe - at least until we have the opportunity to get them fully vaccinated.
928

I support the mask mandate in the schools as kids' covid cases are rising and it can be
dangerous for unvaccinated kids and teachers and other staff.

8/16/2021 7:18 AM

929

There are studies, including a major study out of Ireland that show that masks are not
measurably effective in stopping the spread. Children are not dying from Covid in any
statistically significant number and virtually all who have died had other underlying health
issues. There are effective ways to address bullying that do not involve imposing other
potential mental health challenges on our children.

8/16/2021 7:17 AM

930

My kids fail because the teachers fail them at remote learning. They are in person and they
need to breathe oxygen, not the toxic chemicals all day that masks are made from. END
MASK MANDATES! People need to see each other smile! Stop the bullying when my child
isn't wearing one. SO MANY adults in person and on social media, mostly ADULTS, are
bullying and shaming kids for not wearing masks, IT NEEDS TO STOP

8/16/2021 7:16 AM

931

No masks, please. The vaccine is readily available and typically only those who refuse to get
the vaccine are getting sick. Those who live in vaccinated households are relatively safe.

8/16/2021 7:15 AM

932

If wearing a mask will help keep my vaccinated children in the school building, then make
them all wear masks!

8/16/2021 7:15 AM

933

We need to help keep our community safe by doing the bare minimum of masking our K-6th
graders. Most are not old enough for the Vacine. Leaving it optional is clearly not working. My
6th grader and one other are the only ones in their grade masking. This is pretty much what the
rest of the school looks like as well. I would be less incline for middle and HS to mask
however it looks like not even half are choosing to vaccinate.

8/16/2021 7:14 AM

934

I am worried about long term effects on kids and their respiratory systems.

8/16/2021 7:14 AM

935

Please do not require a mandate for our children to have to wear masks at school. The masks
do not help, if anything they are more dangerous for our children. Also, children are not the
carriers and are not the ones who exhibit high case numbers or deaths. This is reckless and
irresponsible to require this of our children.

8/16/2021 7:14 AM

936

We’re done with the masks. You know the truth. We know the truth. Normal healthy kids have
nothing to worry about with this virus. The masks are doing more harm than good
physiologically and from a health standpoint. Suicides increased 400-500% last year in our
youth. Our kids deserve to go to school as normal and focus on learning. If we really care
about health, we should be more focused on diet, exercise and healthy sleep. We can support

8/16/2021 7:13 AM
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a healthy immune system with natural vitamins such as, Vitamin C, D, Zinc and Quercetin.
Quit with these useless damaging mask mandates for our children and staff. I have no problem
if someone who is misinformed wants to wear a mask, but please do not tell me and my family
we need to wear one. Stand with Freedom, not Tyranny. This is the United States of America.
Start acting like it. Normal healthy kids are not dying from this (thank God)…they have a
higher death rate from the flu actually. We are asking for free choice. No more mandates. No
one loves our kids more than us…the parents. If you have been paying attention to similar
news around the country related to public forums and school boards etc. on this topic, you
know how upset and fired up the parents are everywhere. You are not an elected official. You
do not make laws. With that said, listen to the parents who are most invested in what’s best
for their children. Otherwise, more and more people are going to take their kids out of school
(like we have already seen) and homeschool…or move to another part of the country who
values freedom and the parent’s choice on caring for their own children. Thank you. I
appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback.
937

Please allow choice!!! No mandates

8/16/2021 7:13 AM

938

The research on masks doesn’t support the use of them. Please consider the physiological
effects masking kids has over the risk of covid. Kids are not at risk for covid and think about it
it’s actually worse than the flu in these kids

8/16/2021 7:13 AM

939

wearing Masks for students, based on the "science" should be banned nationally. These kids
are not a threat to anyone and if a child has pre-existing conditions, then that child's parents
should make the appropriate decision. Our children need to see other kids / teachers emotions,
read lips, show their emotion, etc. The fact that Tri-County is still even considering masks for
our children is ridiculous.

8/16/2021 7:13 AM

940

If mask mandates are in place for my young children I will pull my (4) children from school and
the state of Colorado. My body, my choice. I am jot politically affiliated or bias.

8/16/2021 7:12 AM

941

Please do not mask out kids. It should be the parents choice!!!!

8/16/2021 7:12 AM

942

Long term wearing of masks is going to create respiratory issues in our kids.

8/16/2021 7:12 AM

943

Believe it is the community's responsibility to help protect the health of little ones who can't
protect themselves with vaccine yet.

8/16/2021 7:11 AM

944

Please don’t mask our kids. This is not safe for them

8/16/2021 7:09 AM

945

Please make mask mandatory for Douglas county. It’s better than having an influx of cases as
the delta variant is spreading so quickly.

8/16/2021 7:08 AM

946

Continual wearing of masks in kids will create respiratory issues in our children.

8/16/2021 7:08 AM

947

Children unable to be vaccinated need to be in school wearing masks. This is a public health
issue and not a political or cult issue.

8/16/2021 7:07 AM

948

I don’t feel a mask mandate should be put in place. Any adults that would like to get
vaccinated have the opportunity to get vaccinated. The true data does not support that the
Covid or the delta variant is impacting children in a significant manner. They may contract
Covid but do not see Significant health issues and are left with natural immunity. Subsequently
we are seeing spikes in RSV etc. from kids not being exposed to each other. Their immune
systems are growing weaker. Finally with the Delta variant spreading so much more
aggressively, masks will not stop it. We don’t use masks properly. They are worn and taken
off. Often put in pockets or dropped to the ground. They are constantly being tugged on and
touched/ adjusted with our hands. Many are not even equipped to stop the minute particulate
size that makes up COVId 19. Finally masks are worn until people sit down for lunch and then
somehow magically Covid can’t be transmitted during the consumption of food. They are
largely ineffective and true data supports this claim. Masks would be helpful if we used true N95 level masks that were not taken on and off or touched throughout the day. This would lead
to an entirely different set of issues however.

8/16/2021 7:07 AM

949

Masks should not be mandate.

8/16/2021 7:06 AM

950

No mask mandate

8/16/2021 7:06 AM

951

I am NOT in support of forced masking of our youth !! 99% aren't even medical masks, so
WHY?! Those that are worried or want to wear a mask can!!!

8/16/2021 7:06 AM
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952

The science is clear and the virus has not changed - especially for those under age 12 who
cannot yet get vaccinated. Anywhere with large groups of people who can’t be vaccinated
should require masking, full stop. Again, this is the settled science of how to keep kids safe,
any other decision is grounded in something other than the safety of students.

8/16/2021 7:06 AM

953

I’m against a mask mandate. Leave it up to parents not the district.

8/16/2021 7:05 AM

954

Clearly over the past 18 months or so it’s been shown masks are not needed. The CDC and
Fauci have no idea what they are talking about. Wearing a mask all day is unhealthy and I’d
have my child stay home.

8/16/2021 7:05 AM

955

For a virus that has a 99.999% survival rate for children. It is shocking that anyone would want
to require children to wear masks when we know of all of the psychological, developmental and
relational impacts that masks have on our children.

8/16/2021 7:05 AM

956

No masks

8/16/2021 7:04 AM

957

Please consider masking for all students. My concern is the rate if vaccination is not where it
should be.

8/16/2021 7:03 AM

958

I firmly believe that the decision should be made by parents at this point. In week one with no
mask mandate, kids were happy and healthy and some more masks, most didn’t. No mask
shaming in middle school (where one might expect it) so let the parents decide what is best for
their kids and families.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

959

I absolutely say no to masks because it’s hard to hear the teachers talk and it hides people’s
facial expression, and there is no point to wearing them

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

960

I will withdraw my students if you put in place a mask order. Parents already have the option to
mask.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

961

I support the choice for families to make their own decision to wear masks or not. The mask
guidelines instated last year were counter productive because masks most of the time are not
worn correctly to provide the protection they need. Wearing masks in the classroom, but not
while eating or at recess - doesn't make any sense to me NOR did it prevent my children being
quarantined. Masks should be a family choice.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

962

I am in agreement with the American Academy of Pediatrics. The best way for us to keep
schools open and teachers and students safe is to implement universal mask mandates for all
over age 2, regardless of vaccination status.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

963

If parents and students want to mask up let them. But do not force everyone. My children have
gotten the vaccine leave them alone. The type of masks and how children wear them are
ineffective at best. Let the families and children decide. It does not need to be mandated by
the school.

8/16/2021 7:02 AM

964

No mask required-you can walk around the community without it, no need in schools.
Depression is high, suicide is high, these kids need a safe, NORMAL atmosphere to learn.
Dirty masks hold more germs. The body is created to fight germs, not avoid them.

8/16/2021 6:59 AM

965

It is time to drop any consideration of a blanket mask mandate. Our kids have sacrificed
enough and we do not want to see continued efforts by Tri-County Health to continue making
kids suffer. The number of mental health cases I’m seeing in my daily work among young
people is alarming. This needs to stop. This is a fear based consideration proposed by those
who seek control over the freedoms of other parents/families. Stop!

8/16/2021 6:59 AM

966

Those that are at risk should be encouraged or provided n-95 or kn-95 masks or given a
remote option.

8/16/2021 6:58 AM

967

My high schooler is battering with acne and the mask mandates are making it harder. Also the
mask does not prevent Covid...says it right on the box. The mask are to protect the wearer so
it should be the wearers choice.

8/16/2021 6:57 AM

968

As a grandparent, I will do anything to protect my grandchildren at all times. Mandated
masking is such a simple way to help keep children safe. Vaccines for those eligible should be
required and on line options available to afford “freedom of choice” to those who feel freedom
only applies to their right to impact others.

8/16/2021 6:57 AM

969

There is NO NEED FOR KIDS TO WEAR MASKS!!!! PERIOD!!!!

8/16/2021 6:57 AM

985 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
970

One of the main reasons my kids got vaccinated was so that they would not have to wear
masks in school. I think the real issue here is people not being vaccinated. Instead of
punishing the people who have been vaccinated to help our community get back to normal the
unvaccinated should be held accountable and not be allowed to come to school without a
mask.

8/16/2021 6:56 AM

971

Hello TCHD, I understand your role in keeping us all up to date with this pandemic and I
sincerely appreciate all your hard work over the past year and half on that. I also understand
that the recommendations you set forth are what you feel like are the best interest for the
community- but what I don't agree with is forcing people to comply. People in our country
should get to choose what they want to do to protect themselves as well as their families.
Requiring masks in schools just doesn't make sense. Yes, I know the delta variant seems to
be on a rise- but the survival rate (especially for children) is quite high. Why are we trying to
hinder on our children's immune systems of building up natural immunity? We don't do this with
anything else! Covid is not going anywhere, our bodies need to learn to adapt. Plus, if masks
actually worked from spreading COVID, then why in the world was there so much spread last
year during the mask mandates? Additionally, here are a few other concerns I have as a parent
in regards to forcing my child to wear a mask: - Adversely affect respiratory physiology and
function - Lower oxygen levels in the blood - Rise carbon dioxide levels in the blood Compromise communication skills - Hinder those children who need explicit visual instruction
in speech and language therapy - Lead to less social distancing due to not being able to
communicate as clearly while wearing them - Collect and store toxic mold, fungi, and bacteria
that poses a threat to the immune system by weakening it - Lead to children feeling more
withdrawn and unconnected those around them, leading to loneliness and depression I beg you
to please know this isn't a decision any person is taking lightly, but at the end of the day it
should be our choice- do not take the freedom of choice away!

8/16/2021 6:56 AM

972

The common cloth masks children are being forced to wear do not stop the spread of Covid19. Dr. Collins recently admitted this on a national news show, yet we still want to force kids to
wear them? For what purpose? This is damaging our children in countless ways and
unnecessarily instilling fear. We will never eliminate all risks in life. Let parents decide if they
want their kids to wear a worthless mask or not.

8/16/2021 6:54 AM

973

in response to rationale behind the consideration * Protection for those unable to vaccinate.
Those who feel the need to vaccinate(over 12) and are unable, are able to go to online school.
This was an option provided by schools. protection of those immune compromised or at risk is
their responsibility and they have the choice to remain home. Same for those younger. They
can still wear a mask if their family feels that is best for them. requiring others to is limiting ea
families right to weigh the options on what is best for their own child's physical and mental
health *Potential impact of secondary spread. Measures are already in place and reliance on
parents and teachers to keep sick kids home should be the emphasis as it has always been.
There has also been little or no science provided on efficacy of masks in particular on kids
under 11 where your kids do not wear them properly. * the idea that masking reduces mental
health stress is counter intuitive. It increases stress on more kids than bullying of mask
wearers. If someone chooses to wear a mask that is fine. And at this point if people are
bullying them it is the responsibility of the school to educate. There is already a policy of not
bullying mask, or non mask wearers. By putting all kids in masks the social and mental stress
is increased for all vs the loud few. Universal maskingmandate is a one sided approach that
doesn't account for many studies on the damage done emotionally, physically and
psychological to kids with whom there is near to no risk involved in the illness to their safety.
There are real risks and damage done wearing masks all day every day to kids

8/16/2021 6:52 AM

974

The majority of kids took a step back last year with masking and distance learning
educationally. The rules are not followed to the law thus putting teachers in a spot of being
mask police as opposed to educators. Kids get sick every year for some reason or another. It
helps build an immune system. The only difference is we now have a test that says they are or
are not positive for COVID-19. The recovery rate is extraordinary. With my kids need to see his
teacher speak and the teacher need to see him properly make sounds and word structure no
masks are ideal. Masks will almost guarantee him not progressing as he should and if
someone gets sick there is zero way to absolutely track the origin. The science behind this
mask mandate although import, is not absolute. If it was, zero gatherings or errands would be
allowed. We would not have had cohorts shut down last year. Gatherings and errands are
allowed due to acceptable risk. As a parent, school without masks is an acceptable risk.
Please Do not reinstate the mask mandate.

8/16/2021 6:52 AM

975

My family is opposed to mandatory mask wearing; voluntary masks are appropriate . Each

8/16/2021 6:51 AM
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family is capable of making this decision.
976

I support science, true scientific studies, and medical professionals. My family supports
masking to reduce the spread of the virus, especially in times of highly transmissible variants,
and especially around those who are not able to or simply choose not to be vaccinated. I do
not believe anyone’s “freedoms” are at risk, and find that this claim mostly comes from
privileged people who don’t understand the basic science of viruses or vaccines, and who
believe masking has nothing other than negative effects.

8/16/2021 6:50 AM

977

I am concerned that there is not a masking mandate for children under the age of 12 in dcsd.
BEar canyon elementary has little to no mitigation in place. My child is one of the only children
wearing a mask, at a school where an outbreak has apparently been reported (we were not
notified). There is no layer mitigation. My son sits in a quad with four other children, face to
face with three others not wearing masks. No social distancing, No teachers are wearing
masks. There are crossover activities between classes in which children are meeting others
across grades, indoors. The fifth grade classes have been in one classroom indoors (82 kids)
multiple days in a row. This was confirmed by the teaching staff. If you think one case at BCE
is a lot- give it a few days. They are doing nothing for unvaccinated under 12. It is sad to hear
that there are other schools in the district taking this seriously for the unvaccinated and my kid
just happens to be at a school that doesn’t seem to care. We have immunocompromised in our
family. It is also socially ridiculous to put a kid in this situation.

8/16/2021 6:50 AM

978

Please consider the long term impact our children face with depression, anxiety, and the
potential suicide risks from the way these children are learning in their respective classrooms.
Children have been shown to not be a vector for this virus and with 354 total deaths from
Covid-19 for children under 18 in the United States, this is less of a risk than our local
swimming pools. I know of one High School in DCSD that saw 4 students take their own lives
while none of the children died of Covid. The isolation, fear-mongering, and lack of physical
and emotional contact these children experience throughout the year have lasting impacts,
while those who have tested positive for Covid-19 have shown little to no long term effects.
Our children are falling behind their global counterparts in educational benchmarks because of
the fractured learning methods. Teachers are not falling ill in large numbers and most are
vaccinated and not at risk of infection. Please stop the fear based insanity and give clear
metrics the district will follow to provide benchmarks for the kids and parents to have hope of a
return to normalcy. If not, many parents will likely pull their children from DCSD and
homeschool as they can have greater control over their child’s education. Thank you, Rob
DCSD Parent

8/16/2021 6:49 AM

979

There is absolutely no reason to mandate children wearing masks when it’s been proven a
virus doesn’t effect them.

8/16/2021 6:49 AM

980

We are in a county with 75%+ vaccination. If we mandate masks every time a virus mutates
we will NEVER be able to go un masked. We are destroying an entire generations
understanding of individual responsibility and freedom. It is wrong to FORCE someone to do
something, even if it is the right thing. There is no evidence that this virus is more dangerous
to kids, just that it’s more contagious.

8/16/2021 6:49 AM

981

I work in healthcare supporting every major health care system in the US and Canada.
Hospitals are filling back up with Covid patients. Unfortunately so many in Douglas County are
refusing to get vaccinated, making schools a hotbed even for those of us who have
vaccinated. We are now dealing with the pandemic of the unvaccinated, so until Douglas
County parents decide to do what's necessary, masks should be mandatory.

8/16/2021 6:48 AM

982

No masks for kids please. Mask walking to school and in hallways are fine but not sitting in
classroom for many hours

8/16/2021 6:45 AM

983

How do children build up immune system if they are having to wear masks, this will cause
emotional issues and future health issues. Let them be kids and get colds, flu, etc. their
immune system is much stronger than adults.

8/16/2021 6:43 AM

984

Kids are not at risk. At risk people have had a chance to take a vaccine.

8/16/2021 6:43 AM

985

The kids have worn a mask in school for the last 1-1/2 years with multiple quarantine
mandates they don’t work. How about we listen to a board of 20 professional doctors picked by
the school board and staff and parents ask that option. Rather than just one! We have listened
to only one doctor and one agenda thus far.

8/16/2021 6:42 AM

986

I do not feel that masks should be required. And if they are to be required I will be removing

8/16/2021 6:40 AM
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my child from public school. You will give me no choice. Mask are keeping oxygen from the
children’s brains in which is affecting there learning. My hole family has yet to get sick
because we have immune systems that help us!
987

Rationale: 1) risks to children is not high, 2) social and learning dynamic much more
challenging without ability to see and hear faces well.

8/16/2021 6:39 AM

988

I am not a fan of you options below, instead my preference is the option "I support letting kids
with their parents to make the decision to wear a mask. I am fine with people choosing to wear
masks if they they so desire. Obviously if you look at you schools today and the amount of
kids wearing masks in say Douglas County what the opinion is of most parents and children.

8/16/2021 6:39 AM

989

My son is 5 and just started kindergarten this year. We were also told in June that he needs
glasses full time. He is a small 5 year old and even kids’ masks barely fit his face without
glasses (he had to wear them all last year before he got his glasses). I’m not sure how a mask
and his necessary glasses will fit on his face and there’s no chance he’ll be successful in
school if he can’t see. Also, from what I’ve heard, it’s hard to keep glasses from constantly
fogging up when wearing a mask. I ask you, how is a 5 year old going to be able to
concentrate in school when he’s constantly fidgeting with his mask and glasses all day
because he can’t see through the fog. Lastly, have you seen what happens with masks on kids
that age all day? They chew on them, drop them on the floor, touch each others’ masks, etc
which is I’m sure giving them even more bacteria and viruses to inhale all day. One more note,
I’m wondering how many of you have had to wear and talk in a mask for 6-7 hours straight 5
days a week like we’re asking these kids to do. I have and it’s very hard to breathe and
concentrate in a mask, let alone talk. I’m asking you to continue the course we’ve already
started on for this school year, please leave the decision up to parents as to whether to put a
mask on our children. Let those parents who want masking and distancing decide that for their
kids and let their kids remain separated in the classroom, not all kids. My son’s success (or
lack there of) in kindergarten will help dictate the course of his schooling for the next 12 years.
Thank you.

8/16/2021 6:37 AM

990

Our elementary kids haven’t been given the chance to get vaccinated so until they do we need
to keep our children protected! Our daughter has already received 2 exposure letters from the
school. We are very concerned about her safety at school.

8/16/2021 6:36 AM

991

No mask mandate, let Parents decide

8/16/2021 6:36 AM

992

There will always be viruses. Children should be taught to wash hands diligently and to have
proper nutrition to have a robust immune system.

8/16/2021 6:35 AM

993

The covid numbers are rising and kids are not going to wear masks unless required. I want to
keep my kids in school and safe please enforce a mask mandate

8/16/2021 6:34 AM

994

I’m frustrated to see my grandchildren attend elementary school willingly with masks on only to
be surrounded by half of the class unmasked. If families want their children under 11 to be
without masks, keep them home.

8/16/2021 6:33 AM

995

The current research tells us that the Delta variant can be spread by those who are
vaccinated. All universal precautions should be taken to prevent the spread to our children.
When I lived in South Korea (2019- June 2021) our school saw NO cases of COVID-19.
Everyone wore masks everyday.

8/16/2021 6:33 AM

996

I believe that parents and children should be able to have the choice in whether they want to
be masked up. We should all have the freedom to make the choice that we feel is right for our
children.

8/16/2021 6:32 AM

997

Over a year ago Fauci said wearing a mask was not effective. Mask wearing should be
voluntary not mandatory.

8/16/2021 6:31 AM

998

Masks required!

8/16/2021 6:29 AM

999

Give our kids the chance to see how everyone adjusts and does with no masks without
enforcing masks. Our children should be able decide with their parents if a mask is needed.
The mask takes away from social interaction with kids, distracts from learning and makes it
hard to go about their day wearing a heavy and hot mask. Have some faith! These kids have
been at camps, pools, play dates all together without masks all summer and no problem came
from that. Let kids be kids and give them some freedom!

8/16/2021 6:28 AM

1000

Our young children, especially our special needs children, have been damaged more than you

8/16/2021 6:28 AM
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can comprehend. They can’t learn behind a mask or bent distanced from their friends. Please
stop this nonsense! Masks work in a controlled clinical environment only.
1001

Masks work and prevent transmission of COVID. Please look at what is happening now in
Texas and Florida. Don’t make this about politics. Follow the science!

8/16/2021 6:27 AM

1002

More and more children have been hospitalized due to the delta variant… we need to protect
our children which science.

8/16/2021 6:25 AM

1003

Under NO circumstance should my children be required to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 6:21 AM

1004

Please do not just follow suit and do what everyone else does.

8/16/2021 6:20 AM

1005

do a permission slip to have it be the parents choice and they sign off that there child does not
need a mask.

8/16/2021 6:17 AM

1006

I strongly urge you to require masks and distancing at all schools. The scientific evidence
proves that it helps stop the spread. I have piano students and grandchildren in Douglas
County schools. As long as there are no mask mandates I can’t see them in person again. We
need to use every tool available to stop this virus.

8/16/2021 6:16 AM

1007

Masking in schools

8/16/2021 6:16 AM

1008

Please consider protecting our children. No one wants to go remote again, and one way to
ensure that happens is to mandate universal mask wearing in schools.

8/16/2021 6:15 AM

1009

Do NOT mask our children!!

8/16/2021 6:11 AM

1010

Even the governor never required children under the age of 11 to wear masks, and now you
think it is your responsibility to parent it again for us parents to make choices for our children
when it is not your responsibility or your choice. Please do not make her youngsters wear
masks because of your insecurities and the insecurities of others.

8/16/2021 6:08 AM

1011

The American Academy of Pediatrics advises that everyone working with children wear a
mask. They along with the CDC also advise that everyone in schools wear masks at this time.
If we are t careful we could end up like FL or TX. Both places are having huge pediatric Covid
19 case numbers, and hospitalizations. My child and a few others in his school are wearing
masks, but it’s not enough. All teachers and students should be masked. I wear a mask all
day at work and know it’s not comfortable, but the safety of our children is worth it.

8/16/2021 6:08 AM

1012

With the increase in delta variant cases, masks need to be worn to prevent another lock down
and to prevent deaths.

8/16/2021 6:07 AM

1013

I want to say this, if people (staff, students, and parents) have been vaccinated than they
shouldn’t be required to wear a mask.

8/16/2021 6:05 AM

1014

Here is what I sent to the PPA Board and Principal regarding my high risk 8-year old daughter
with Epilepsy - masks need to be universal/ mandatory: "I want to start by saying thank you
for all you do to keep PPA thriving. PPA is nothing short of special & amazing! My daughter,
Brooklyn Alexander (3rd grade), is so happy there. Her teachers & the curriculum have been
perfect for her needs, and she has grown significantly since starting there in 1st grade. I could
go on and on about how tremendous the entire staff has been with her. Brooklyn has Epilepsy
& ADHD (on an IEP), so PPA is a much better fit for her than our neighborhood school, and
she absolutely loves the performing arts! With that being said, I want to communicate how
opposed and disappointed Brooklyn’s dad and I are that PPA isn’t requiring face masks
indoors for the upcoming school year given the Covid Delta variant (more contagious &
spreading quickly), the unvaccinated status of the majority of the kiddos, that the new variant
is more negatively impacting children than the original strain, and that PPA’s curriculum
contains high risk indoor activities such as singing, dancing, playing instruments. This makes
no sense to us. We’re going to protect the kids less now that they’re more susceptible to
contracting Covid and more susceptible to getting severely ill? We completely disagree with
the policy of only recommending masks and believe it will lead to a lot of sick kids and less inperson learning. For us, this is not a political issue whatsoever, but one of life and death. Due
to her Epilepsy, Brooklyn is high risk for Covid complications if she gets it. We recently took
her to a neurology follow-up at Children’s where we were informed that they’re seeing an
increasing number of sick kids and some not good outcomes, including a couple of brain
deaths. I can promise you that many more parents, school boards & administrators would be in
favor of masks had they been in that appointment. Brooklyn’s neurologist also said in the
same appointment that she needs to be in school (in person) due to her ADHD & learning

8/16/2021 6:01 AM
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delays (MUST wear a mask at all times indoors), which puts us in a no-win situation. We send
her to school and risk her physical health, or we keep her home, which would be a huge
detriment to her academically, socially, mentally, etc. I’m not sure if you’re familiar with The
Hunger Games movies, but with no face mask requirement we feel like we’ll be sending
Brooklyn into the ‘arena’ every day when she goes to school and that we need to tell her, “May
the odds be forever in your favor”. As parents, we shouldn’t be terrified to send our daughter to
school. And it’s often the kiddos with underlying health conditions that need to go to school inperson the most. As we see it, requiring masks for kids in school doesn’t infringe upon their
rights, but instead it helps to protect their right to live and their right to learn in a safe
environment during these challenging times. Hopefully it doesn’t take a bad outcome with
either Brooklyn or another kiddo at PPA to realize that only recommending masks is a huge
mistake. In the meantime, we’re crossing our fingers that PPA does the right thing and
proactively changes the policy in the best interest of everyone, or that Tri-County Health
issues a mask mandate for kids in school. Thank you in advance for your consideration. This
isn’t an email I sending lightly. I’m not one to cause waves, but I have to advocate for my
kiddo – her life depends on it."
1015

My child has speech problems And the masks are making it harder for him to learn.

8/16/2021 5:48 AM

1016

As a parent of three young children I completely support bring back mask in schools. This is
the only way to keep them safe until a vaccine is available for their age group. My children are
mine and my husbands whole world and we have the knowledge to protect them and we are
using it but we need everyone to use it. This virus is deadly in children and can also cause
damage to their bodies and we need to protect them.

8/16/2021 5:46 AM

1017

No mask mandates!

8/16/2021 5:44 AM

1018

If you're afraid of children, and all the wonderful energy and benefits they bring, that you have
to mask THEM to feel safe, maybe you shouldn't be in Public. Stay home and stay safe
yourself, don't force your fear on the rest of us. In terms of health, don't let's pretend this is
about health. There's more damage done to the body from wearing a moist and dirty mask ALL
DAY than just breathing. And if you say that we must then be inoculated, that is the basis for
tyranny. That is not going to be about health at that point. Its about the government FORCING
their definition of health, which has has been a hallmark of oppressive governments throughout
history, and we're going to pretend it's going to work out this time??

8/16/2021 5:43 AM

1019

I do not support masking in schools. The same parents pushing for masks are out in public
venues unmasked with their kids which is a higher risk than in the classroom. Data from the
CDC does not support the need for masking in schools.

8/16/2021 5:36 AM

1020

PLEASE let this be choice for students and parents. Many students struggle in masksstudents who wear glasses have to deal with fogged glass most of the day, the constant
rubbing of masks can cause skin irritation and discomfort, masks can be extremely distracting
to learning, and when wet, masks can house more bacteria, which students are taking in with
each breath. Students have options to wear masks or do online learning if they don’t feel
comfortable in schools without masks, but you will be taking away other students’ options of
going to school normally if you require masks. The mental health for ALL kids needs to be
considered as well. Masks can exacerbate anxiety and breathing difficulties for some kids, and
covering a child’s face mutes their facial expressions, which is essential to human connection.
Covering a child’s face will not allow kids a form of nonverbal communication, causing
psychological harm. Young learners also need to see people speak to build their literacy
development, especially students who have disabilities like a hearing impairment. Masking all
children can cause depression and anxiety, so please let this be a choice that parents make
with their children so they can weigh the options themselves.

8/16/2021 5:28 AM

1021

The decision to mask children is not yours, it’s ours. The decision is up to parents, not
unelected officials. The data/research does not support the idea to mask children, especially
younger children. I do not support the decision for mask mandates. I support the parents’ right
to choose what is best for their children. Please do not enforce a mandate.

8/16/2021 5:23 AM

1022

I feel strongly that the Board of Health should resist the pressure to mandate cloth masks
because there is enough real-world evidence now showing that they do not stop the spread of
Covid since the size of the particles are too small. Michael Osterholm, a top Covid advisor to
President Biden, recently went on CNN and said that cloth masks are not very effective at
stopping the virus movement either in or out and recommended better masking, such as N95
respirators. Unless the Board plans on mandating N95 respirators, I do not believe that a mask
mandate will do anything to stop the spread of Covid. Additionally, the risk of serious health

8/16/2021 5:20 AM
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complications and death to children 11 or younger is extremely small. I encourage the board to
review and discuss these numbers in the Tri-County area so people have an idea of how many
kids have been impacted over the past 18 months and better understand the actual risk to this
age group. It is far lower than most people are led to believe.
1023

I will not allow my children (who are not old enough to get vaccinated) to attend school where
masks are not mandated and strictly enforced. There lives are more important than some
misinformed persons false sense of freedom.

8/16/2021 5:16 AM

1024

Especially for children, masks are more dangerous than beneficial. Studies show they become
contaminated easily, As a former elementary teacher, I learned the importance of reading a
child's grasp of material by non-verbal signals. They must also see their teacher's facial
expressions expressions which helps enhance communication and comfort in the classroom
setting!

8/16/2021 5:04 AM

1025

I feel like the masks cause a huge distraction in school for young children! I have a
preschooler and kindergartners that I know for a fact it will just sit there and play with it instead
of paying attention to what the teacher has to say. The teacher will probably be telling the kids
every 10 seconds to stop playing with their mask and put their mask back on Instead of
teaching like they should be!

8/16/2021 5:04 AM

1026

I believe it is our responsibility to protect those in our community who are unable to protect
themselves through the covid-19 vaccine by implementing universal masking in schools at
least until the vaccine is available to all

8/16/2021 5:04 AM

1027

Sorry but I feel it is absolutely pathetic that people can’t wear a piece of cloth on their face for
short periods of time. My seven year old wears it for hours sometimes. He never complains.
Not once. Humanity is doomed.

8/16/2021 5:04 AM

1028

Do not require masks for children! It has been shown over and over that children are at an
extremely low risk of infection and are not heavy spreaders of the virus. Forcing masks on
children does more harm than good. They are generally not worn properly and lead to an
increase in touching of the face, and trap moisture and bacteria on the nose and mouth. This is
detrimental to their physical and mental health, STOP muzzling our kids!

8/16/2021 4:59 AM

1029

I feel for children ages K-5th grade masks are more of a hinder than they are a helper. My child
in particular got very bad bloody noses frequently when having to wear a mask everyday to
school. On top of that she still also got sick the most in our household last year out of any of
the rest of us whom didn’t have to wear our masks as frequently. I truly do not feel this age
bracket of elementary age kids is necessary for them to be required to wear masks. I do truly
feel it is more detrimental than helpful.

8/16/2021 4:53 AM

1030

Please mandate masks in all schools. I understand the political pressure to maintain this as a
“choice”, but it’s unfair and irresponsible to leave this up to eight year old children to do the
right thing. Seatbelts aren’t optional. Masks optional is dangerous for more people than just the
person who skips the mask. We see teachers dying from Covid. We see hospitals unable to
respond to other emergencies like car accidents. My own neighborhood hospital, UC Health
Highlands Ranch, has 91% of its intensive care beds full with Covid patients. Wearing masks
is easy and basic. We did it for a year and we can continue. This virus will not end until do
enough to stop its spread.

8/16/2021 4:49 AM

1031

Americans deserve their freedom of choice! NO MANDATES!

8/16/2021 4:13 AM

1032

mask deter students learning

8/16/2021 3:58 AM

1033

I strongly support masking requirements in indoor school settings. Our children cannot be
vaccinated yet. They are vulnerable. We need to take steps to protect the unvaccinated
students, especially as variants evolve and spread. It is already known that in-person learning
is best for our children. Help them stay safer in this instead of allowing it to be a potentially
hazardous environment.

8/16/2021 3:39 AM

1034

I did no feel safe sending my 11 year old to an unmasked gathering the other day.

8/16/2021 2:58 AM

1035

Masks take away from the learning because the children are always playing with them. We
have went an entire summer without and visited very busy places with lots of people and have
been completely ok.

8/16/2021 2:25 AM

1036

Dear Tri-County Board of Health: I am a Board-Certified Pediatrician in Douglas County, and a
mother of four young children currently ineligible for the COVID-19 vaccination. I emphatically

8/16/2021 2:12 AM
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urge you to mandate masks in Tri-County schools for all students (ages 2 and up), faculty,
staff, and visitors regardless of vaccination status. I am also a registered Republican and a
Christian – neither of which should be relevant to the current discussion, but given that this
has inexplicably become a bizarrely partisan debate, I want to highlight that my request is
grounded in evidence-based medicine; not political or religious ideology. A universal, easilyenforceable, mask mandate is our absolute best bet for keeping kids safe and keeping school
in-person this year. Such a mandate should be in place at least until all children have an equal
opportunity to be fully vaccinated. The mandate needs to include all K-12 students regardless
of their vaccination status because the Delta variant is more contagious and the herd immunity
threshold is much higher (the current vaccination rates for our schools are not even close –
even in those grades where students are vaccine eligible). Furthermore, recent studies
presented in the CDC’s MMWR from July 2021 reveal that the viral loads in nasal specimens
of individuals infected with the Delta variant were comparable between vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals. This suggests that even vaccinated individuals can transmit the
Delta variant. Therefore everyone, regardless of vaccination status, should be containing their
own respiratory droplets so as to minimize the potential for asymptomatic transmission. A
universal mask mandate for all K-12 students is consistent with recommendations from the
CDC and the AAP. Locally, the Colorado Chapter of the AAP and the Children’s Hospital
Colorado have publically asked for these measures. Why isn’t the consensus of thousands of
physicians locally and nationally not a sufficient enough reason to act already? If you don’t
trust the medical community with our recommendations to prevent the devastation of COVID19, why do you trust us to treat you when you contract COVID-19 and seek care? What could
one, or even hundreds, of Tri-County residents with unverified credentials tell you that would
carry more weight than the medical experts that have already weighed in on this topic? Please
do not fall victim to the fallacy that COVID-19 infection in kids is not dangerous. This is just
fundamentally untrue. Aside from the known risks of acute respiratory compromise,
myocarditis, MIS-C, and long haul syndrome; many unknowns remain. In addition, COVID-19
killed significantly more children than influenza did last year WITH unprecedented mitigation
measures in place. Children are not supposed to die – letting a novel, potentially fatal, virus
free flow through our community at their expense is not acceptable. Our local anti-maskers will
argue that a parent should have total autonomy to make medical decisions on behalf of their
child. However, government or public health mandates in the interest of child or community
safety are not uncommon and are entirely appropriate when child health is at stake. I don’t
recall a similarly heated debate about whether the parents of Tri-County should have to use car
seats to transport their infants and young children. Certainly strapping a child down against his
will every time he gets in the car is at least as uncomfortable as asking him to wear a face
covering. Further, I imagine if I attempted to smoke a cigarette in the classroom of one of our
schools the argument, “my body, my choice,” wouldn’t permit me to continue with a course of
action known to be detrimental to the health of the people around me. The opposition also will
cite the mental health crisis in our youth over the last year as a reason why we shouldn’t mask
our kids. Let me give you a dose of reality from the front lines: I have treated far more mental
illness in our school-age children and adolescents this year than at any other time in my
career. My patients have cited various pandemic-related reasons for their new anxiety and
depression including: 1) Fear of catching COVID and not knowing if they will get really sick
from it 2) Parental stress in the home (unemployment, trying to juggle professional obligations
and childcare during times of remote learning/quarantine) 3) Social isolation from their peers as
a result of remote learning and quarantines 4) Remote learning – both due to the isolation and it
being an unfamiliar or ineffective learning platform 5) The uncertainty and inconsistency of
being in and out of school with unpredictable quarantines and a baseline fear of if their
exposure will lead to illness 6) Fear of unknowingly giving COVID to a vulnerable family
member or household contact – including peers too young for vaccination 7) Anxiety about
returning to in-person learning with unmasked peers. I had one DCSD student liken it to the
Hunger Games and was hoping the “odds were forever in her favor” for not catching COVID
despite no apparent protections in place in DCSD. In 18 months, I have had exactly ZERO
patients cite mask-wearing as a reason for the decline in their mental health. It’s not the
masks that are making our kids suicidal. If you really want to help curb our local mental health
crisis - please, please, PLEASE - do everything in your power to keep our kids in in-person
learning, without interruption, this entire school year. A universal mask mandate helps make
this more probable. Finally, in the interest of compromise, you could consider a model where
masking is universally required but students may “test out” of the need for a mask as long as
they submit to weekly surveillance testing and those tests remain negative. Although not
maximally protective for the community because this approach does not fully utilize every
layer available in a multi-layered approach; theoretically it would allow COVID-negative
individuals the ability to remain mask-free. For students that become COVID positive between
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their weekly surveillance tests, it would limit the amount of time they could potentially expose
their peers. This approach is less easily-enforceable, and likely to miss some cases owing to
the sensitivity limitations of rapid antigen testing, but perhaps an option to consider when the
Delta surge quiets down if we are still awaiting vaccine authorization for our 2+ population. I
am genuinely sorry that our Governor has failed to lead on this issue and that his failure has
put you in the difficult position to endure wrath from both sides in this heated arena. Please
lead where others have failed and put our children first by using every intervention available to
protect them. Please mandate masks for all Tri-County students. Thank you.
1037

I’m for the mask mandate!

8/16/2021 2:12 AM

1038

To Tri County Board of Health: I am sending you this notice, on behalf of all children under
consideration for mask mandates by the Tri County Board of Health. My findings raise
concerns, both medically and legally, of the potential mask policy to be put in place. Masks
are ineffective for the purpose claimed by the CDC and any governmental body implementing a
mask mandate, are potentially harmful, and are only authorized for use by an EUA. References
to all evidence presented is numbered in parenthesis throughout and found at the bottom.
MASKS ARE INEFFECTIVE & IN MANY WAS THEY HARM It’s a myth that masks prevent
viruses from spreading. The overall evidence is clear: Standard cloth and surgical masks offer
next to no protection against virus-sized particles or small aerosols.(1) The size of a virus
particle is much too small to be stopped by a surgical mask, cloth or bandana. A single virion
of SARS-CoV-2 is about 60-140 nanometers or 0.1 microns.(2) The pore size in a surgical
mask is 200-1000x that size. Consider that the CDC website states, “surgical masks do not
catch all harmful particles in smoke.” And that the size of smoke particles in a wildfire are ~0.5
microns which is 5x the size of the SARS-CoV-2 virus! Wearing a mask to prevent catching
SARS-CoV-2, or similarly sized influenza, is like throwing sand at a chain-link fence: it doesn’t
work. There has been one large randomized controlled trial that specifically examined whether
masks protect their wearers from the coronavirus. This study found mask wearing “did not
reduce, at conventional levels of statistical significance, the incidence of Sars-Cov-2infection.”(3) Consider also, that the existence of more particles does not mean more virus.
Research shows less virus does not mean less illness. Dr. Kevin Fennelly, a pulmonologist at
the National Heart, Lung and Blood institute debunked the view that larger droplets are
responsible for viral transmission. Fennelly wrote: “current infection control policies are based
on the premise that most respiratory infections are transmitted by large respiratory dropletsi.e., larger than 5 [microns] – produced by coughing and sneezing, …Unfortunately, that
premise is wrong.”(4) Fennelly referenced a 1953 paper on anthrax that showed a single
bacterial spore of about one micron was significantly more lethal than larger clumps of spores.
(5) Exposure to one virus particle is theoretically enough to cause infection and subsequent
disease. This is not an alarming thought- it simply means what it has always meant, that our
immune system protects us continually all our life.(6) There have been hundreds of mask
studies related to influenza transmission done over several decades. It is a well-established
fact that masks do not stop viruses. “Part of that evidence shows that cloth facemasks
actually increase influenza-linked illness.” (7) Bacteria are 50x larger than virus particles.(8) As
such, virus particles can enter through the mask pores, yet bacteria remain trapped inside of
the mask, resulting in the mask-wearer continually exposed to the bacteria. Related to the
1918-1919 influenza pandemic, there was almost universal agreement among experts, that
deaths were virtually never caused by the influenza virus itself but resulted directly from
severe secondary pneumonia caused by well-known bacterial “pneumopathogens” that
colonized the upper respiratory tract.(9) Dr. Fauci and his National Institute of Health studied
pandemics and epidemics and concluded, “the vast majority of influenza deaths resulted from
secondary bacterial pneumonia.”(10) All parties mandating the use of facemasks are not only
willfully ignoring established science but are engaging in what amounts to a whole school
clinical experimental trial. This conclusion is reached by the fact that facemask use and
COVID-19 incidence are being reported in scientific opinion pieces promoted by the CDC and
others.(11) The fact is after reviewing ALL of the studies worldwide, the CDC found “no
reduction in viral transmission with the use of face masks.”(12) Additionally, Children have
been repeatedly shown not to be drivers of this contagion. It is well accepted that children
have a statistically zero chance of dying from COVID. The CDC shows the K-12 mortality rate
from or with COVID is .00003.(13) Any intervention, especially one that is prophylactic, must
cause fewer harms to the recipient than the infection. Since children have the lowest death
rate from COVID infection, the cost-benefit of requiring children to wear an investigational facecovering with emerging safety issues is especially difficult to justify. Anthony Fauci was very
clear that asymptomatic transmission was not a threat. He stated, “in all the history of
respiratory-borne viruses of any type, asymptomatic transmission has never been the driver of
outbreaks. The driver of outbreaks is always a symptomatic person.”(14) Wearing respirators

8/16/2021 1:52 AM

993 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
come(s) with a host of physiological and psychological burdens. These can interfere with task
performances and reduce work efficiency. These burdens can even be severe enough to cause
life-threatening conditions if not ameliorated.(15) Fifteen years ago, National Taiwan University
Hospital concluded that the use of N-95 masks in healthcare workers caused them to
experience hypoxemia, a low level of oxygen in the blood, and hypercapnia, an elevation in the
blood's carbon dioxide levels.(16) Studies of simple surgical masks found significant
reductions in blood oxygen as well. In one particular study, researchers measured blood
oxygenation before and after surgeries in 53 surgeons. Researchers found the mask reduced
the blood oxygen levels significantly and the longer the duration of wearing the mask, the
greater the drop in blood oxygen levels.(17) Moreover, people with cancer, will be at a further
risk from hypoxia, as cancer cells grow best in a bodily environment that is low in oxygen. Low
oxygen also promotes systemic inflammation which, in turn, promotes “the growth, invasion
and spread of cancers.”(18) Repeated episodes of low oxygen, known as intermittent hypoxia,
also “causes atherosclerosis” and hence increases “all cardiovascular events” such as heart
attacks, as well as adverse cerebral events like stroke.(19) Furthermore, the mandatory mouth
mask in schools is a major threat to a child’s development. It ignores the essential needs of a
growing child. The well-being of children and young people is highly dependent on the
emotional connection with others. Masks create a threatening and unsafe environment, where
emotional connection becomes difficult.(20) INFORMED CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR
INVESTIGATIONAL MEDICAL THERAPIES Regardless of the lack of safety and efficacy
behind the decision to require a child to wear a mask, it is illegal to mandate EUA approved
investigational medical therapies without informed consent. Mask use for viral transmission
prevention is authorized for Emergency Use only.(21) Emergency Use Authorization by the
FDA, means “the products are investigational and experimental” only.(22) The statute granting
the FDA the power to authorize a medical product of emergency use requires that the person
being administered the unapproved product be advised of his or her right to refuse
administration of the product.(23) This statute further recognizes the well-settled doctrine that
medical experiments, or “clinical research,” may not be performed on human subjects without
the express, informed consent of the individual receiving treatment.(24) The right to avoid the
imposition of human experimentation is fundamental, rooted in the Nuremberg Code of 1947,
has been ratified by the 1964 Declaration of Helsinki, and further codified in the United States
Code of Federal Regulations. In addition to the Unites States regarding itself as bound by
these provisions, these principles were adopted by the FDA in its regulations requiring the
informed consent of human subjects for medical research.(25) The law is very clear; It is
unlawful to conduct medical research (even in the case of emergency), unless steps taken to
… secure informed consent of all participants.(26) Furthermore, by requiring children to wear a
mask, you are promoting the idea that the mask can prevent or treat a disease, which is an
illegal deceptive practice. It is unlawful to advertise that a product or service can prevent…
disease unless you possess competent and reliable scientific evidence… substantiating that
the claims are true.(27) The FDA EUA for surgical and/or cloth masks explicitly states, “the
labeling must not state or imply… that the [mask] is intended for antimicrobial or antiviral
protection or related, or for use such as infection prevention or reduction.”(28) Look on the
back of any box of masks and you will see that they clearly do not claim to keep out viruses.
ILLEGALLY MANDATING AN INVESTIGATIONAL MEDICAL THERAPY GENERATES
LIABILITY There are no efficacy standards on child-sized masks and respirators under OSHA,
but there are proven microbial challenges as well as breathing difficulties that are created and
exacerbated by masking children. Requiring children to wear a mask sets the stage for
contracting any infection, including COVID19, and making the consequences of that infection
much graver. In essence, a mask may very well put children at an increased risk of infection,
and if so, having a far worse outcome.(29) The fact that mask wearing presents a severe risk
of harm to the wearer should – standing alone – not be required for children, particularly given
that these children are not ill and have done nothing wrong that would warrant an infringement
of their constitutional rights and bodily autonomy. Promoting use of a non-FDA approved,
Emergency Use Authorized mask, is unwarranted and illegal. This mandate is in direct conflict
with Section 360bbb-3€(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which requires the wearer to be informed of the option to
refuse the wearing of such “device.” Misrepresenting the use of a mask as being intended for
antimicrobial or antiviral protection, and/or misrepresenting masks for use as infection
prevention or reduction is a deceptive practice under the FTC. It is clear, there is no waiver of
liability under deceptive practices, even under a state of emergency. As such, forcing children
to wear masks, or similarly forcing the use of any other non-FDA approved medical product
without the child’s (or the child’s parental) consent, is illegal and immoral. This letter serves as
official notice that the children under the Tri County Board of Health do not consent to being
forced to wear a mask. Advocates will not fail to take the maximum action permissible under
the law against the Tri County Board of Health and against all Board Members personally.
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Accordingly, I urge you to comply with Federal and State law, and advise children they have a
right to refuse to wear a mask as a measure to prevent or reduce infection from COVID-19.
Any other course of action is contrary to the law. I am willing to testify as to the veracity of the
contents in this document. Please confirm no further pressure will be exerted upon the children
under the Tri County Board of Health to follow this illegal mask mandate, and that my child or
any other child of a parent advocating for the abolishment of any mask mandate will not face
any retaliatory disciplinary action. Sincerely, Bradford C. Dunning Parent of a student within the
Tri County Area
____________________________________ 1
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1039

Please try to consider remote option for kids. As no kid can keep mask continuously for 8 hrs

8/16/2021 1:41 AM

1040

No masks please. Please let parents decide for their children.

8/16/2021 1:21 AM

1041

These kids have gone through so much over the past 18 months. They need school to be
normal. Initially, we were told masks for kids were to help the protect the vulnerable population.
Now with the vaccine, the vulnerable can be protected. The mental health of teenagers can't be
ignored. It is vital they continue to lead lives full of social interactions and continue to learn in
an environment that encourages this.

8/16/2021 1:04 AM

1042

Masks are nothing but mental and physical torture for children. Parents deserve the right to
choose what is best for their family, not the government or health department. “The possible
psychological harm of widespread masking is an even greater worry. Facial expressions are
integral to human connection, particularly for young children, who are only learning how to
signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these nonverbal forms of
communication and can result in robotic and emotionless interactions, anxiety and depression”
(WSJ, 2021) Do not continue to damage these children who have already been through so
much.

8/16/2021 12:59 AM
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1043

I am opposed to Tri-County Health or any school board mandating the wearing of masks by
school-age children.

8/16/2021 12:11 AM

1044

There are a few points I’d like to make. We are to a point now where children have been in a
position of having to wear a mask for an entire school year. It is greatly affecting their mental
health. I would argue that our concern at this point should be much more for the mental state
of our children than the risk of them getting Covid or dying from Covid. There is not a lot of
data at this point showing that children are at a high risk of hospitalization or death from Covid
but there is plenty of data showing that the number of children and teens commiting suicide,
having serious cases of depression and anxiety, doing self harm, and needing to be
hospitalized for mental health issues is sky rocketing. I think we’re being a bit naive if we don’t
put some of that on the current situation of forcing kids to wear masks, asking them to social
distance, and pulling them in and out of school. The Covid numbers in the tri counties are not
anywhere close at this point as they were last fall so why are we even talking about making a
decision that will only further the mental health issues that are being created in our children.
The Covid numbers last spring 2020 and early summer 2020 when there were no mask
mandates were significantly lower than the fall when there were mask mandates everywhere.
So we’re just guessing that masks are the answer. It seems logical to me that we attempt a
somewhat optimistic approach for the sake of our children and try to let them have as close to
a normal school year as possible. Be patient, see what the future holds and make an educated
decision when data calls for it instead of making a premeditated decision that may or may not
be even necessary. It doesn’t appear that the numbers at this point would require an entire
mask mandate for elementary school students. Most elementary students don’t wear them
appropriately anyway. So your not really doing much by making an entire population of 5-11
year olds wear masks everyday at school other than perpetuating the sense that there will
never be normalcy agains and further spiraling mental health issues in young children and
teens. At some point we have to see what happens to the data if the masks come off and it
doesn’t appear to me that we are at point where it necessitates requiring them. Also, I think
most children 11 and under are at a point now where they don’t really care who is and isn’t
wearing a mask. Most children I know understand at this point in their lives that some of their
friends will wear masks and other will not. So to expect for every child 11 and under to wear a
mask every day all day at school because there might be a chance that a few kids would get
bullied for wearing a mask does seem a bit premeditated. We received an email from our
childrens school stating that any kind of mask or non mask wearing bullying would be
unacceptable and not allowed. I think the schools are aware if the issue and are on top of it.

8/16/2021 12:04 AM

1045

I do not believe masks should be mandated in schools. The last year has proven to be
detrimental to students ability to grow in their communication skills because of the unhealthy
social environment where masks are enforced. It is critical that students learn to interact and
engage with each other during this age. It is apparent that they are afraid to do so and are
hiding behind their masks. When they are asked to speak it is often hard to hear them with
their voice muffled and they become discouraged because they are misunderstood. Since
being back in schools, without masks being mandated for students, they have been more
energetic, excited, and engaged! A wave of hope and fresh beginning was felt throughout the
whole school - every teacher noticed it. This was dampened however, when masks became
mandatory for "student-facing staff". This is an unjustified and abrupt action made by DCSD
right before the year began (Friday at 2:39pm). There was no forewarning or reason given in the
email, but only a list of strict requirements. Teachers had no time to reconsider other options.
It is no doubt this has been a cause of anxiety and stress for affected staff members. This
was a discriminatory action taken against the vaccinated. It was stated since we began
looking forward to the 21/22 school year that "mask-shaming" would not be tolerated, and yet
those who are unvaccinated have been shamed with a mask! This action has the potential to
lead to a hostile work environment and divided community. Though it is true that not everyone
who is unvaccinated wears a mask inside the school, it does beg the question when the week
prior no mask was worn by that individual until this announcement was made. This seemed to
be sneaky way of singling out those who are unvaccinated. It is not just to require individuals
who are unable to become vaccinated for medical, religious, or personal reasons of conscious,
principle, or the like. All staff have been given the option to be vaccinated. Students who are
12 years and older also have been given this option. It seems that this have proven promising
for those who have chosen it. If the vaccine truly does protect against COVID, why are those
who have the vaccine still afraid of catching it? If an individual who has not received the
vaccine, but is afraid of COVID, should where a mask, because this has helped decrease the
risk of catching it. And if an individual who has not received the vaccine and is not afraid of
COVID, be free to be unmasked and unafraid? Discrimination of any form should never be
tolerated. Discrimination is not tolerated basis of race, gender, age, religion, sexual orientation,
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or disability, yet why has it been allowed on the basis of a medical reason? Receiving or not
receiving the vaccine should be discussed by that individual and their trusted doctor, but a
public institution should not interfere with one's private medical decisions - especially in the
form of bribery, pressure, or threats. These are personal matters that an employee does not
have the right to know. Being vaccinated or not vaccinated does not affect a teachers ability to
teach. Being vaccinated or not vaccinated should not affect a students ability to learn. What
the district has done to the staff, I am afraid they will do to the students. If masks must be
required for one, then let it be required for all - or not at all.
1046

We’re strongly against our young 3 year old wearing a mask. It does not affect young children
and should not be an issue.

8/16/2021 12:00 AM

1047

Given the exponential increase in covid infections, breakthrough infections, and pediatric
cases, it is imperative that we protect our children and other vulnerable populations by
following CDC and American Association of Pediatrics recommendations for ALL elementary
school teachers, admin, and students to wear masks indoors. We should also be implementing
the other covid guidelines like social distancing and no unnecessary visitors.

8/15/2021 11:49 PM

1048

With the evidence of quick spread of the COVID virus and variants, and so many of the
students at our elementary school ineligible for the vaccine, I fully support a mask mandate to
keep our kids and teachers and administrators safe.

8/15/2021 11:38 PM

1049

Please leave the choice of masking to the parents

8/15/2021 11:37 PM

1050

I think mask will help to protect kids from getting COVID-19

8/15/2021 11:28 PM

1051

Do not rob these growing children of oxygen 8 hours per day. This is unconscionable. I believe
parents may file a Class Action lawsuit if the Health department continues to out their children
at risk.

8/15/2021 11:26 PM

1052

Please, do NOT require masks for our children! 99% of communication is non-verbal. Children
are expressive humans and have suffered both directly and indirectly from COVID-19 as a
result of quarantining, remote learning and more. The government and tri-county health do not
have a right to dictate me or my children’s health but the government should protect my rights
as a parent and guardian to make the best decision for our family. My suggestion is that if
families want to send their children with masks to school, that is their choice, but do not
require us to mask our children. This is going to have serious long term social/emotional and
mental health consequences!

8/15/2021 11:24 PM

1053

I am writing in support of mask choice. I believe there are numerous options for families to
gain an education for their children. There are at least 5 options for families who prefer there
children reduce their exposure to Covid and not be around others who potentially increase their
risks; Homeschool, online school through private companies, online school through edcsd,
learning pods, private schools. There is ONE option for families who are comfortable sending
their children to school for in person learning without a mask. That is charter and neighborhood
schools. I am asking that you allow families to choose which of these many options is best for
their children based on their own family's risk assessment. For us, that is 3 kids who will
attend in person school at both a charter and neighborhood school. All three of our children will
not be wearing masks. We assume that risk when we go out to eat, when we participate in
sports, when our oldest goes to work, when we visit with friends and family, when we attend
social events, the county fair (which saw it's highest attendance in it's history and did not show
a spike in Covid numbers a week later), etc. We don't mask up for any of these things. We
make personal choices to attend these things because we are comfortable doing so. As
American's we value personal responsibility free from others mandating and demanding that we
think they way they think. I watch your data reporting each day, it simply does not show that
we should squash the educational opportunities of over 63,000 kids when since March of 2020
seven people under the age of 44 have died to from Covid, ONE under the age of 18. Are
people testing positive, yes. Are people experiencing unpleasant symptoms, yes. Are people
dying, NO. Our kids need an education to be prepared for their futures. The negative impact of
the interruption of learning environments by masks, quarantines, isolations, remote learning,
politically driven hatred directed towards our children because scientists are breeding division;
is outrageous! Covid isn't killing our children, public health policies are killing their futures. NO
MASKS, NO MANDATES.

8/15/2021 11:23 PM

1054

According to the CDC, 354 people aged 0-17 have died as a result of COVID-19. [1] Given that
there are 70M+ individuals in the United States in the <18 year old age group [2], this
represents a 0.00048% chance of the same outcome happening to any other random individual
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in that age group. Given the current local vaccination rate [3], the chances of this happening
go down even further. A report by the CDC [4] shows that “Beginning in April 2020, the
proportion of children’s mental health–related ED visits among all pediatric ED visits increased
and remained elevated through October. Compared with 2019, the proportion of mental health–
related visits for children aged 5–11 and 12–17 years increased approximately 24%. and 31%,
respectively”. With a teen suicide rate of 11.1 per 100,000 [5], restrictions on normal social
interaction during this most critical phase of life is at least five times more dangerous for our
school-aged youth than a COVID-19 infection. Our community hopes this sort of scientific
approach is taken holistically to make the right decision in this case and not re-instate a
universal mask mandate. [1] https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-Focuson-Ages-0-18-Yea/nr4s-juj3 [2] https://www.census.gov/data/tables/timeseries/demo/popest/2010s-national-detail.html#par_textimage_1537638156 [3]
https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine-data-dashboard [4]
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6945a3.htm [5]
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/health-of-women-andchildren/measure/teen_suicide/state/ALL
1055

If it takes a mask to have continuous school attendance and less people infected then we are
happy to wear our masks.

8/15/2021 11:21 PM

1056

Please consider the survival rate! Anyone that is afraid or susceptible to complications that
can lead to death (not proven to include school age children or teens) are able to vaccinate and
wear a mask if they so choose. No one will take away their freedom so please don’t take it
away from kids. If masks or vaccines become required or suspected to become required, I and
many others I’ve spoke with, are considering homeschool.

8/15/2021 11:19 PM

1057

As a parent to 3 students in Douglas County public schools (K, 5th and 9th) as well as a
former student of Douglas County schools myself (attended K-12) I BEG you to leave the
CHOICE of “masking” our students to us as their parents. As numerous health professionals
have shown, covid does not transmit or affect children in the same way it does adults,
especially with comorbidities. There is no need for universal masking and further, I firmly
believe masking is a bigger detriment to our students than the benefits they do/don’t provide.
Besides no consistent evidence that they actually work, they are a bigger distraction to the
learning process than anything and I would much prefer energy and efforts be put into
TEACHING our kids rather than POLICING them. I support anyone - that of their own
choosing- desires to wear a mask, but I WILL NOT allow my children to be mandated to wear
one when we don’t support the reasons for doing so. Enough is enough, let’s get back on track
with REAL education and put these ridiculous (political) arguments to rest - they have no place
in our schools. I SUPPORT CHOICE, NOT UNIVERSAL MANDATES! Thank you.

8/15/2021 11:18 PM

1058

As a critical care nurse and current foster parent of 2 additional children, I've been committed
every day for the past 18 months to help support lives through the pandemic, while schooling
my children through the eLearning program from home. Five days ago my unvaccinated kids
returned to in-person learning at their elementary school wearing their masks to help protect
their classmates. If DCSD is too prideful to acknowledge they were wrong, and choose to have
masks be mandatory for in-person learners, will you please enforce a mask mandate? Kids
deserve to be protected while attending in-person in ours schools. Keeping schools open must
be a priority for academic, mental/emotional, and safety reasons. Our ICUs and hospitals need
to not be over capacity this Fall & Winter, again. Board of Health, I am asking you to please
secure safety measures, such as mandating masks in all indoor school settings, to help
protect our kids, prevent the community spread of Covid-19, and move us closer to ending this
ongoing pandemic.

8/15/2021 11:18 PM

1059

Young children are less likely to get covid so it seems especially irrational to require young
kids to wear masks and for teachers to have to enforce this. The rate of transmission has
been very small in schools. Let’s let our kids have some normalcy in their school year.

8/15/2021 11:17 PM

1060

At what point in time, did we as a society decide that the people's right to choose was no
longer a right? How many doctors need to state that a virus cannot be prevented by a mask?
Why are we treating a virus with a 99.8% cure rate as a pandemic? More people die from flu,
cancer, and other diseases than COVID, yet we are still having these debates. Enough
already! We need to stop the madness, get back to living, and realize that we are doing more
damage to our immune systems than good by enforcing mask wearing.

8/15/2021 11:12 PM

1061

With the Delta variant increasing, why would we not be proactive in protecting our children yet
to be eligible for a vaccine with masks and distancing? I could see more cause for litigation if
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there is an increase in child hospitalization and/or death versus parents or kids upset about
wearing a mask which proved helpful for the younger age group in 2020.
1062

Please do not place a mask mandate. We will be forced to pull out kids from schools.

8/15/2021 11:10 PM

1063

In my opinion, forcing a child to wear a mask is a form of child abuse. The mask harms them
psychologically and physically. The mask suppresses their immune system. Forced social
distancing of children is likewise child abuse. There is a reason God created an instinct in a
child to play in the dirt. A child’s immune system is built around being in contact with germs.
By the way, the above comments about masks apply to adults too. But adults have a choice.
When it comes to the children, there is NO choice. We ALL have a responsibility and legal
duty not to harm them. Masks harm children. Please use your common sense and do not force
your children to hide their beautiful faces behind masks.

8/15/2021 11:08 PM

1064

Let’s be honest, these types of cloth masks do not protect our kids from covid-19, and only
properly fitted N-95’s would help to “slow the spread.” Forcing our kids to wear cloth masks is
for theater and only makes worried people feel better. Our faces were not meant to be covered
and never have been, even during recent bad flu seasons. Let’s stop pretending this actually
stops the spread. Keep this a choice for every parent to make for their children.

8/15/2021 11:07 PM

1065

WE NEED MASKS! Our children need to be protected. Our children need to stay in school.
Reporting should be required. You are the doctors and scientists. You do Not need opinions
from citizens who do not have any expertise or knowledge of transmission. My kids are
wearing masks now. I’m wearing a mask at my gym. Let’s keep life “normal” and wear masks
so we reduce our numbers and stop crowding the hospitals. If others keep squawking about
“the kids’ mental health” then they should support masks so kids can stay in school and they
stop seeing adults argue. I don’t get to choose to not wear a seatbelt or a helmet. Those things
do not infringe on my rights. Why is it that children/ people have to die in order for laws to
change - to let doctors help. Doctors helped designed safer cars and seatbelts. Please require
masks for all students - at minimum that cannot be vaccinated. And yet, the older children are
the ones who teach our kids in extracurricular activities or babysit them on the weekends.
They are a threat to the younger population.

8/15/2021 11:07 PM

1066

I respectfully and strongly support following the data and the CDC guidelines for schools:
When Indoors: CDC recommends indoor masking for all individuals age 2 years and older,
including students, teachers, staff, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status. Let’s choose
safety and prevention over looking back at the end of the year to see how many more people
got COVID, the delta, or died — all because we didn’t wear masks. My son has been
exhausted since his February bout with COVID. Would not wish this on anyone.

8/15/2021 11:06 PM

1067

We have 3 children under 12 attending school in Douglas County. They are not eligible for
vaccination. I have seen little action addressing ventilation at their school(s). Masks are
proven filtration protection. However, data shows the greatest benefit from wearing masks
comes from universal masking. Early signs elsewhere in America indicate Delta and RSV will
likely combine to drive cases in children unlike anything we've seen so far in COVID
pandemic. TCHD, please support keeping our elementary school aged children attending
school in person this fall. Our best chance for this to occur is via universal masking in
elementary schools. Thank you.

8/15/2021 11:05 PM

1068

I am shocked that mask wearing is even being discussed, especially when considering the
data provided BY tri-county health department. Our current hospitalizations are DOWN from
May. For example, on May 30th there were on a 3 day rolling average 5.33 people hospitalized
with COVID. On August 7th (most recent data available on tchd.com) there were 3.33 people
hospitalized on average. Children have been playing sports, attending organized indoor
activities and attending BASE and other childcare facilities without masks since May. Masks
are unnecessary for kids. Please make them optional and LET THE PARENTS DECIDE what
is best for their child and family. Douglas county school district has provided other options
(virtual school) for parents who do not want to send their children to a traditional school setting.

8/15/2021 11:04 PM

1069

As a frontline healthcare provider and a parent, I STRONGLY urge you to consider a mask
mandate to protect children who are under 12 and cannot be masked. This will also provide
protection from the breakthrough covid cases (albeit rare) that occur for the adults and children
who have been vaccinated. A group of 60 parents including myself sent a letter to Erin Kane,
as our children attend a charter school in Douglas County, with scientific data supporting
masks for protecting our children. This letter was met with resistance not only from Erin, but
from the board of directors supporting her, despite the we fact they are running charter schools
which are supposedly lead with a focus on “core values”. These core values that Erin and her
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board of directors pride themselves on teaching our kids include the following character traits.
The first core value stems around “citizenship” and positively contributing to our community
which would also support helping to protect our fellow staff and students by the simple act of
masking. The second core value is “compassion” and showing kindness to others, which
needs know explanation. The third value is “humility” and recognizing and prioritizing the needs
of others before those needs which are your own. Finally, “perseverance” which instills the core
value of sometimes having to do things that are hard, simply because they are the right thing
to do. So, I would urge Tri County Heath to look at the data. Look at the number of children
falling ill and dying and when doing so, realize that we would love to keep our kids in school in
person. And, albeit, an inconvenience to wear a mask for some, it’s the best decision based
off the objective medical data.
1070

Please let our children learn by reading each other’s faces and having meaningful
conversations, masks are dirty and do not work.

8/15/2021 11:04 PM

1071

We feel very strongly that our kids should not have to mask in schools, regardless of age. I
have read opinions and data on both sides of this argument. As you are aware, the risk for
these kids is extremely low. I don’t feel as though the vocal minority should dictate what the
majority feel is best and allow us to make decisions that are best for our families. By now,
those who choose to be vaccinated, teachers or students, have been given ample opportunity
to do so. I also have seen first hand the additional issues caused by masking including
depression, pneumonia, and other respiratory illnesses that far outweigh issues caused by
COVID in these kids. Why are we going against local regulations too? Why did we not mask
our kids against flu and common cold? Probably all arguments you have heard in the past. I
just wonder what the “end game” is here- to never allow kids to get sick again? Obviously that
is not going to happen. And masking was always intended to be a temporary solution. I have
yet to hear data that states- we should mask when xx, and we will lift the mask mandate when
yy. The vast majority of masks are not effectively keeping this virus out. And have you been
to a school to see how the masks were being warn? Kids will be kids and 98% are not wearing
them properly. The best thing is to allow these kids to return to normal and all of us build up
immunities naturally or via the vaccine. Unfortunately there is no faith in TCHD and what
should be an independent organization has decidedly politicized this issue. We need to restore
trust in organizations like TCHD so that the general public is able to follow guidance given in
an impartial and independent manner based on facts and information. Both sides of the
masking argument have valid points, and have misinformation. Both are right. But again, no
information on paper or data points can tell you how my kids feel about this and how it has
impacted them. Just let them be normal and get back to normal life. There is always risks
inherent in their lives. There is a higher risk that my child will be hit by a car walking to school
than from dying of COVID. But that does not mean we have to restrict all kids from walking to
school, nor do we. The decisions we have made and continue to make seem to not be based
on non-biased information. I want make clear that I do know that people are getting sick from
this virus. I do not belittle that suffering. But the numbers your clinicians are stating seem to
be misleading. I hope we do not require the masking of our children. Let those who would like
to, continue to mask. But unfortunately, we do not believe the TCHD will take the feelings and
desires of the majority into consideration and will continue to further alienate those and further
politicize this issue based on partial truths. We have to do something to restore confidence in
the decisions TCHD and other organizations like yours. Not requiring masks for our children is
a good first step.

8/15/2021 11:03 PM

1072

Our children will never build immunity to a virus if we run and hide behind a mask from it! Even
if we were mask, people still can still contract the virus with our without the mask. As a parent
of a competitive sport, having my child in a mask for 8 hours and school and then another 4-5
hours at practice 4-5 hours a day at 5-6 days a week, is NOT acceptable! During covid
everyone on her team had wet lung for months due to the amount of constant carbon dioxide
during rapid breathing. As a competitive dancer, this was awful and painful for many months!
Not only that but several girls have passed out from the lower amount of oxygen. Please leave
it up to each individual just as we have before!

8/15/2021 11:03 PM

1073

Mask don’t work and have extreme adverse emotional and psychological effects. Enough with
this crap!

8/15/2021 11:02 PM

1074

As a pediatrician, I am passionate about keeping children safe and healthy. For the first time
since this pandemic began, children will be gathering in large numbers, with adults who
similarly are gathering in large numbers again, indoors, amidst the rise of a more contagious
COVID variant, with the background of other respiratory illnesses such as RSV and Flu
looming, without a vaccine option for those under age 12…and our schools have NO infection
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control parameters in place to actively minimize respiratory droplet spread. Children learn best
in person. They deserve to have a learning environment that is as safe as possible. Both the
CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics have put out statements reaffirming the
importance of masking while indoors as part of a multi-modal approach to minimizing droplet
spread and decreasing viral transmission rates in schools. At the very least, we should
continue the same infection control measures mandated last year until more is known about
the Delta variant and COVID numbers as schools reopen. This is not the time to be cavalier
with the health of what is now our most vulnerable population: our children. History will forgive
us for being overly cautious in the name of public safety. I doubt it will be so kind if we fail to
do enough.
1075

Please listen to ALL experts on the subject of masking. Ultimately, we are causing much more
harm to our kids with mask mandates for no gain whatsoever. The masks do NOT stop the
transmission, but they do make it harder to breath fresh air. If you want to do something useful
pass out Vitamin D to the kids and ensure they are not deficient. We must remove the fearmongering and heavy-handedness or people will never follow public health order suggestions
again. It should be a personal choice based on individual risk analysis...not a mandate just to
virtue signal!!!!!

8/15/2021 11:00 PM

1076

I teach ECE in DCSD and I support universal masking to protect my 3, 4 & 5 year old students
as much as possible.

8/15/2021 11:00 PM

1077

Virtually no one has been wearing a mask since May. Since this time, many kids have been
playing sports throughout the summer including summer basketball indoors with no outbreaks
of players or coaches. Also, students many have been going to day care or Base this summer,
again without masks. We have had no significant outbreaks during this time of students or
caretakers, and hospitalizations in the county are less now than they were in May (Per
Douglas county reporting on the Tr-county Health website). It would be a travesty and a
detriment to the health and mental well being of our kids to require mask this year.

8/15/2021 11:00 PM

1078

My oldest has sensory issues and anxiety that is exemplified with a mask. I feel families
should have medical freedom. You do you

8/15/2021 10:59 PM

1079

As an immunosuppressed parent, I fully support masks for all employees, teachers, and
students. I support following recommendations from the CDC that maintain masking and social
distancing are part of a layered approach to preventing outbreaks and keeping our children in
school as much as possible. I appreciate that my daughter is protecting others by wearing her
mask, but I want the peace of mind knowing that she is being protected by everyone else
wearing their masks as well. Let’s protect our children who aren’t old enough to be vaccinated,
follow the advice of trusted experts, and do our best to prevent outbreaks so that our children
can continue school in-person as much as possible.

8/15/2021 10:58 PM

1080

I feel that people should be free to choose whether to wear a mask or not. If someone is
concerned, then wear a mask, but everyone else should not be forced to wear a mask. It
seems so simple. Let people decide for themselves. If some students or parents are extremely
worried about it, then they should stay home and have online class as an option.

8/15/2021 10:58 PM

1081

We have seen that masks do NOT protect against the spread of covid. This was demonstrated
time and time again with quarantine after quarantine last year. My daughter’s class was
quarantined 3 separate times after returning to partial in-person learning. Each time, throwing
their schedules out of whack, disrupting their learning and disrupting the necessary routine
school aged kids so desperately need. I understand that this is an emotional, politicized topic
and many adults have an egotistical need to “be right” but I urge you to get over yourselves
and truly consider these kids. Kids who are trying to learn how to speak, without being able to
see their teacher’s mouth annunciating words, trying to understand social queues without being
able to see an entire face, learning how to engage and interact with other human beings but
very clearly being stripped of a real opportunity to do so as touch of any kind is not permitted.
Kids, children being forced to cover their faces for 7 hours per day, stay 6 feet away from their
friends and classmates; slowly losing both their sense of confidence and autonomy, as well as
any sense of normalcy that they may still remember. Kids who should not be forced to breathe
through a dirty mask for 7 hours a day all for a false sense of security against a virus with a
99% survival rate. I carried my children inside of my own body, they are mine. I am the only
person outside of them who should have any say in what is best for them. If they would like to
wear a mask, they are free to do so. If they do not want to wear a mask, they should not be
forced to. It’s that simple. My children are not responsible for your child’s health, your children
are not responsible for mine. It’s simple. No mask mandates.

8/15/2021 10:57 PM
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1082

If the masks are so effective, why did we have a second wave when everyone was "masked
up"?

8/15/2021 10:56 PM

1083

Please consider a mask mandate for elementary schools. “Strongly encouraging” masks is not
resulting in the hoped for results. For older students who are eligible for a vaccine, a mask
mandate is not as crucial.

8/15/2021 10:54 PM

1084

I believe the kids absolutely need to be learning in person. We are only setting them up for
failure if we return them to remote learning. I think for middle schools and high schools,
universal masking should be required once a certain number or percentage of positive cases
arise in the school. A majority of students in these school environments should be vaccinated.
Unfortunately, some aren’t so some precautions still need to be taken. I believe elementary
schools should be 100% required to wear masks at all times. A HUGE percentage of these
kids are unable to get the vaccine and are therefore much more likely to contract and spread
the virus. I think without a doubt masks need to be worn in these environments.

8/15/2021 10:54 PM

1085

Follow what the medical community and CDC recommends. We are in a pandemic which
requires all of us to do our best to get it under control.

8/15/2021 10:52 PM

1086

I do not support mandatory masking for kids of any age based on the low risk of spread by
children and the low risk for serious illness if virus is contracted. The data does not support
effectiveness of the type of masks being used by general public. There are documented
drawbacks to having kids, especially elementary age, wear masks.

8/15/2021 10:52 PM

1087

Let people make their own decisions regarding masks. Especially for kids!!

8/15/2021 10:51 PM

1088

We’re done with the masks. You know the truth. We know the truth. Normal healthy kids have
nothing to worry about with this virus. The masks are doing more harm than good
physiologically and from a health standpoint. Suicides increased 400-500% last year in our
youth. Our kids deserve to go to school as normal and focus on learning. If we really care
about health, we should be more focused on diet, exercise and healthy sleep. We can support
a healthy immune system with natural vitamins such as, Vitamin C, D, Zinc and Quercetin.
Quit with these useless damaging mask mandates for our children and staff. I have no problem
if someone who is misinformed wants to wear a mask, but please do not tell me and my family
we need to wear one. Stand with Freedom, not Tyranny. This is the United States of America.
Start acting like it. Maybe you have been misled and maybe you have bought into the
propaganda, but I ask you to question and do way more research for yourself. Normal healthy
kids are not dying from this (thank God)…they have a higher death rate from the flu actually.
We are asking for free choice. No more mandates. No one loves our kids more than us…the
parents. If you have been paying attention to similar news around the country related to public
forums and school boards etc. on this topic, you know how upset and fired up the parents are
everywhere. You are not an elected official. You do not make laws. With that said, listen to the
parents who are most invested in what’s best for their children. Otherwise, more and more
people are going to take their kids out of school (like we have already seen) and homeschool…
or move to another part of the country who values freedom and the parent’s choice on caring
for their own children. Thank you. I appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback.

8/15/2021 10:50 PM

1089

Due to the fact that all children are not currently eligible for the vaccination, I support a mask
mandate in the schools. I prefer the students stay in school this year, and if masking helps
that happen, I am all for it!

8/15/2021 10:49 PM

1090

Given the spread of the delta variant and that children under 12 are not able to get vaccinated,
it is important that we continue to use masks in schools indoors to protect our community from
further outbreaks. If this is not accepted by the public to become the policy than the schools
need to be clear on the number of student cases that will shut the schools down to help
parents watch and plan. As of now, left as a recommendation, only 3 students in my child’s
elementary school class wears a mask. We will not end this virus on a recommendation.

8/15/2021 10:47 PM

1091

At the minimum, elementary school kids HAVE to have masks until there is a vaccine

8/15/2021 10:47 PM

1092

For my grandchildren, I do not support wearing masks in school. I believe it’s a parent’s choice
to decide whether or not their children wear masks in school. My belief is that it’s dangerous to
the the health of children to wear a mask for several hours, especially for those with asthma,
or other health related issues. They don’t wear masks during flu season, and flu is dangerous.
It’s called “Freedom of choice”.

8/15/2021 10:46 PM

1093

It’s important for young kids to be able to see each other’s faces for proper mental and social
development. However, it’s even more important for the schools to stay open. If county health
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says the kids should mask up inside, than I would also like them to mandate all adults that
come in contact with our children be vaccinated. Our children have suffered enough; adults
need to step up and get vaccinated.
1094

Please uphold- Parents choice on this issue

8/15/2021 10:45 PM

1095

This is a parent choice. You are not an elected body and cannot / should not mandate
rules/requirements. You can advise and it should stop there - please.

8/15/2021 10:44 PM

1096

I am fully vaccinated by choice. I don't believe that anyone or any group has the right to
mandate others to be vaccinated or to wear masks to access their education. It is a personal
choice for families and students to choose wearing a mask to school depending on their
personal beliefs and health conditions. Present the options and allow families to make choices
that work best for them.

8/15/2021 10:43 PM

1097

At this time I do not feel it is necessary for my children to mask up. I have a 12 yr old who is
immune compromised. We wash, we eat helathy, exercise, wash hands some more and do our
beat to live healthy lives. Germs are everywhere, viruses as well! Our children must build up
immunities to their environment! Covid has a 99% survival rate for children! It has affected
them socially, mentally! Enough is enough.

8/15/2021 10:43 PM

1098

I understand the urge to require masks in schools comes from a place of wanting to protect
children, but I think some very important questions needs to be asked by everyone involved.
Masks are reported to protect people, but what if they do the opposite? What if masks have
proven negative physiological and psychological effects? What if wearing a moist piece of
cloth over your nose and mouth all day not only traps toxins and pathogens the body is trying
to expel, but also provides the perfect breeding ground for said microbes, which are then
spread by children who touch these masks countless times per day, thereby increasing the
spread of bacteria/viruses? What if placing a barrier over the only place the body takes in
oxygen and expels CO2 has myriad harmful effects on the body, one of which is to put it in a
perpetual state of stress thereby increasing one's vulnerability to illness? What if a child's
subconscious mind is constantly seeking out facial expressions of those around them in order
to determine whether they are in a safe environment or not, and the absence of any facial
expression causes it to default to a fearful response? What if being in such a fearful state for
hours a day, every day, causes lifelong and irreparable damage to the child's psyche? What if
masks prevent adequate oxygen intake, causing the body to work harder to maintain proper
blood oxygen saturation, thereby creating myriad harmful effects? What if the message we are
sending kids by having everyone wear masks is "you and everyone around you is dangerous,
your presence is a fundamental threat to everyone around you, you could effectively kill
someone just by breathing" is causing immense psychological trauma? What if teaching our
children to live in fear is not helpful, in any way? What if masks actually do NOT reduce the
spread of viral infection, as various rigorous scientific studies have concluded? What if wearing
a mask is simply a desperate and misguided attempt to do SOMETHING but it has been
determined Dr. Fauci and the New England Journal of Medicine to be merely "symbolic"
"talismans"? https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2006372?query=TOC What if
FORCING parents to do something to their children against their will sets a dangerous
precedent that will subsequently be used to revoke various parental rights in the future? What
if masks are proven to have dangerous neurological effects caused by reduced oxygen intake
as one preeminent German neurologist asserts? What if there hasn't been a single proven case
of a child transmitting covid-19 to an adult in a school, across the globe (there hasn't been to
my knowledge)? What if having children wear masks made from synthetic materials like
polyester, died with harmful chemicals, causes them to inhale toxic synthetic material directly
into their lungs? What if by removing facial expressions from human interaction you are
severely hindering a child's social and emotional development--one of the most crucial aspects
of going to school? I could go on and on but the reality is, if even ONE of these is true, then
forcing children to wear masks is tantamount to child abuse and criminal negligence. Everyone
involved needs to ask themselves, "Can I confidently and conclusively prove that not a
SINGLE one of the above assertions is true?" Because if you can't, you have no business
requiring masks. The way I see it, the only question in favor of masks in schools is "what if
wearing masks are proven to conclusively, and substantially reduce the transmission of
serious disease"? The key there is also "serious" because if you are going to ignore all the
risks of masks then they sure better be protecting people from a serious illness, and you better
be able to prove that they would NOT have gotten it if people were wearing masks. If people
are going to be forced to assume the risks of wearing masks then the benefit needs to justify
those risks. Can you prove that there is a benefit and that it justifies the risks? Our children
need adults who are going to provide them a model of bravery, courage, and life-promoting
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action. Not cowardice and anxiety, teaching them that safety is the end all be all, that
eliminating any and all risk from life is the name of the game, that the quality of that life is
irrelevant. Children have died in cars and school buses going to and from school, do you
universally ban the driving of children to school? No, because that would be absurd, you
cannot eliminate ALL risk from life, and trying to do so is usually characterized by mental
illness. I humbly ask that you ask yourself all of the questions I provided above. Many of
those questions have been proven to be true and I am happy to provide documentation
showing as much. Thanks, Cameron
1099

The CDC, AAP, NIH, experts in immunology, virology, communicable diseases worldwide all
recommended masking for schools. Several states are currently facing a complete healthcare
and hospital system collapse. We have a chance to mitigate that happening here if we
mandate masks now. Please mandate masks to help prevent the spread of covid. Not all
families have access to the best foods, vitamins, healthcare and support if a child or parent is
sick. It is classist to base no masks on what one family might be able to do when others can’t.
If my child gets covid from school and brings it home and gets family members sick with covid
I will sue the school district the school board, tricounty health and any other person or agency
that didn’t provide the correct mandates and protection for our children and community. Thank
you for you time and think of the community as a whole. It just what individuals want.

8/15/2021 10:38 PM

1100

For now it is best to be as cautious as we were for the first wave since we do not know how
Delta will behave once group settings increase. Masking to the best of our ability is easy and
could save lives, especially in the immunocompromised. We can withstand some discomfort
for now for their sake and readdress and things change throughout the year.

8/15/2021 10:38 PM

1101

I think the question is just pros and cons on mask mandate. The strongest pros are that delta
is far more infectious (the R0 is 7-9, so one infected student can infect 7-9 others) if no
interventions are in place. Elementary age kids haven’t had a chance to be vaccinated. We are
already seeing overwhelm of pediatric hospital systems. It’s not all Covid, but Covid plays a
huge role. Masking will diminish Covid and other respiratory viruses as we saw last year.
Masking can help keep schools open as well as keep students and their families safe, as we
have seen children efficiently spread Covid. We lost about 500 children to Covid last year,
that’s more than a bad flu year. That was with masking/virtual school AND a less infectious
variant. Data from Canada shows that kids are about 3x more likely to be hospitalized with
Delta and none of the above even takes into account the number of children who will suffer
MISC or long COVID even from mild or asymptotic infection.

8/15/2021 10:37 PM

1102

I do not support masking in schools what I do support is handwashing and staying home if
feeling ill and getting vaccinated, eating healthy real food not processed boxed or canned food
and taking vitamins to increase your immune system.

8/15/2021 10:36 PM

1103

Children are not at risk. Exposure to viruses/illness are part of growing up and part of
maintaining a healthy immune system. Kids who do get the virus tend to have very mild
symptoms. Risk of death per covid is exceedingly low. Infection fatality rates for children under
18yrs range from 0.001% - 0.003%. Concerning teachers, IFR ranges from 0.006% for adults
in their twenty and only up to 0.207% for those in their 50’s.
https://www.acsh.org/news/2020/11/18/covid-infection-fatality-rates-sex-and-age-15163 Per
CDC data, in the United States, only 354 kids ages 0-17yrs old have died of covid between
1/1/21 and 8/11/21. (Total number of kids that died during that same time period is 52,672)
Most of those that died with covid had serious health conditions, ie cancer, leukemia etc.
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-by-Sex-and-Age/9bhg-hcku Mask
don’t work per CDC’s own data as well as other studies. Per CDC’s own data: “Disposable
medical masks (also known as surgical masks) are loose-fitting devices that were designed to
be worn by medical personnel to protect accidental contamination of patient wounds, and to
protect the wearer against splashes or sprays of bodily fluids. There is limited evidence for
their effectiveness in preventing influenza virus transmission either when worn by the infected
person for source control or when worn by uninfected persons to reduce exposure. Our
systematic review found no significant effect of face masks on transmission of laboratoryconfirmed influenza.” https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article Masks can block
some droplets, but do not block aerosols. Almost 97% of aerosols penetrate cloth masks
(2015 BJM Open study, Oxford Academic) Use of masks can increase respiratory infection
rates, cause moisture retention, skin irritation, excess carbon dioxide levels, etc. Masks
disrupt learning – blocking visual facial cues, it’s hard to understand what is being said by
someone in a mask, constantly adjusting your mask/face leads to increased transmission of
germs. Kids need to see faces, smiles and expressions. People who want to wear masks can
still do so. For those who are worried or compromised, there are more options than ever before
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available to them that keep them protected and do not infringe upon those who deserve a
normal school experience.
1104

I feel like if people don’t feel safe then they can choose to wear a mask for there own safety
but for other people who got the vaccination or have the antibodies for covid shouldn’t have to
wear one. I believe it should be an option on if you wear one or not. I also know that masks
don’t work and that there have been several studies on how masks don’t work and we
shouldn’t be wearing them because they make our immune systems weaker. This will most
likely cause us to get sick easier when we don’t have to wear masks. Also several people
have died from the flu and we never considered anything to help with that but yet we are gonna
require masks for covid which has a lower death rate for kids our age. Doesn’t make any
sense. So I think that it should be optional even though people shouldn’t be wearing them for
health reasons.

8/15/2021 10:34 PM

1105

No mask mandate in school please. There is a very low death rate among children. Masks
have not proven to be effective and children don’t wear them correctly most of the time.
Forced mask wearing will cause more problems for kids like social development, anxiety and
are a huge distraction in a learning environment. My son has ADHD. Wearing a mask makes
his learning so much more difficult when he has to wear a mask for 7 hours a day 5 days a
week. All for a false sense of safety and security. I don’t think masks are effective in
preventing Covid or any other flu virus. Kids are not super spreaders. Masks have become a
political issue. Why must our children wear masks to school, when the southern boarder is
allowing thousands of immigrants into our country without masks, without being vaccinated or
without even being tested! Masking kids for another school year is not right!

8/15/2021 10:34 PM

1106

I support individual choice of masking in all indoor school settings … question 4 needed this
option. Or perhaps option 3 could have said “unless it’s under certain circumstances” Anyway,
that is why I’m commenting but not answering question 4 because I don’t agree with any of
those statements.

8/15/2021 10:33 PM

1107

A couple nights ago, my now second grader said that he thought covid was over. He was able
to enjoy the last several months of normalcy. When I told him it might not be over, he
immediately panicked and with tears in his eyes said, but I don't want to wear masks again! He
never complained about it in 1st grade, which I mentioned, but he said no, I can't breathe in
them! Our kids are resilient but they shouldn't have to be. Let our kids be normal and let's see
how the school year progresses.

8/15/2021 10:31 PM

1108

No to make. I hate them and they aren’t good for kids.

8/15/2021 10:30 PM

1109

If masks return to school my 7 year old son will not be attending. The guidance by the CDC is
politically motivated and not based on sound science. Masks do more harm than good. Below
is my "evidence". No conspiracy theory here. All of it is mainstream and much of it peer
reviewed study. You could probably provide me with a list of links supporting masks. OK, That
is all fine and good but all that would prove is that the science is not "settled" since I provide
here scientific material the shows masks make no sense. So why is policy being made using
unsettled science? When did that become OK? Wall street journal - case against masks for
children: https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716 Wall street journal - mortality
from Covid 19 essentially zero in children. So why are we masking them?
https://web.archive.org/web/20210813143909/https://www.wsj.com/articles/cdc-covid-19coronavirus-vaccine-side-effects-hospitalization-kids-11626706868 Dr Colin Axon - United
Kingdom - The Telegraph - Face masks do little to curb covid spread:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/07/17/cloth-face-masks-comfort-blankets-do-little-curbcovid-spread/ A study of mask mandates and covid case growth among states in the US. No
significant difference was found between mandate and non mandate states:
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.18.21257385v1.full A summary (with source
links) of many recent mask studies worldwide which shows little to no evidence of any
effectiveness of face masks: https://swprs.org/face-masks-evidence/ Danish randomized
controlled mask trial. No statistical difference. - The Spectator - UK:
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/do-masks-stop-the-spread-of-covid-19- Study by US
National Library of Medicine - found cloth masks actually lead to more infections than the
control group. If masks are mandated - why does the CDC, or try county health, insist cloth
masks are OK? https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/ Study by the national
library of Medicine - verified surgical masks reduce blood oxygen level:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29395560/ The national library of Medicine - wearing masks
during exercise leads to hypercapnic hypoxia: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32590322/
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National library of medicine - wearing a mask that covers the mouth and nose is not free of
undesirable side effects: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33923935/ National library of
medicine - contrary to the claims of some "doctors" - masks do become contaminated with
microbes even in health care settings. In a school with kids wearing them the microbe situation
is going to be much worse. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31159777/ Clin Med journals there are adverse effects of prolonged mask use:
https://clinmedjournals.org/articles/jide/journal-of-infectious-diseases-and-epidemiology-jide-6130.php?jid=jide Oxford academic - only "marginal" protection can be expected from cloth
mask: https://academic.oup.com/annweh/article/54/7/789/202744 AAQR - children are "poor"
transmitters of SARS COV 2 - so why mask them? https://aaqr.org/articles/aaqr-20-06-covid0304
1110

This so called tool is not our best defense. We have been wearing masks for over 17 months
and the real world data along with mask studies just does not indicate whether or not masks
are actually effective at reducing viral transmission. We all want to do what is best and safest
for our children. Towards the beginning we chose to do e-learning based on the information and
data that we had. 17 months later we have much more data. The covid infection rate in
children, even with the delta variant, is still less than the flu. I do not want my 3rd grader to be
forced to wear a mask. My 3rd grader does not want to wear a mask. I, as a parent have a
right to decide what’s best for my child and whether my child will be masked.

8/15/2021 10:30 PM

1111

Masks are not an affective method for children to be forced to use. They are unable to wear
them properly and the risk of Covid for kids is already minimal.

8/15/2021 10:29 PM

1112

You better publish this survey. This whole COVID bullshit is so politicized including by your
agency. You are very shameful. No damn masks. We are all tired of your bullshit.

8/15/2021 10:28 PM

1113

Wearing masks is causing more emotional damage than preventing a tiny percentage of high
risk people contracting covid.

8/15/2021 10:28 PM

1114

I do not believe this should be a black and white mandate. I believe there are instances, like
while children are at recess and home room desks, etc where they should not be required to
wear masks. I want my daughter, and others, to be able to learn to her fullest capacity inperson.

8/15/2021 10:27 PM

1115

Absolutely NO masks for anyone!!!!! Mental health is important.

8/15/2021 10:27 PM

1116

My name is Karen Hepp. I am a mother of five, and tri-county native and my family currently
resides in Douglas County. I am a Realtor and my husband is in the Army. I am very involved
in our community and our children’s schools. I spend an enormous amount of time reading and
researching natural and preventative health. I’ve also spent a great deal of time observing the
downright tyrannical and contradictory sequence of events in regard to COVID lockdowns and
restrictions, including the masking of our children. I am deeply concerned about the harm
masking has done to our children’s mental and physical health; therefore, I am here to speak
out against mask mandates for our children. There is no reliable evidence proving masks do
anything to significantly stop the spread of viruses like COVID-19, or any virus for that matter.
However, some people seem to “feel” safer and think they “appear” cautious and virtuous by
wearing them. I instead masks are being used as a political theatrical CHARADE. A charade
that is now being forced upon our children. Bureaucrats and celebrities put them on for the
cameras, then take them off behind the scenes. They’re used on the sidelines of tackle
football... then taken off on the field while face to face with teammates. Children and teens
wear them in the classroom, just to take them off for lunch and weekend sleepovers and
gatherings with family and friends. We wear them into restaurants, just to take them off when
we are seated to eat. People are wearing them on the trails outside or in their cars with nobody
around. This is complete nonsense. Even young children can see the utter ridiculousness of
these nonsensical ‘mask rules’. I’ve heard children being told they need to “protect their
friends” by wearing a mask…or by not wearing one they can “kill someone”. Is this what we
really want our children to believe? Physical and mental health professionals DO NOT KNOW
the long-term effects of masking children. The risk of enormous physical and psychological
damage of our precious children hangs in the balance. And because most children are not
likely to suffer severe illness or death from this virus, therein lies the RISK of forcing them to
wear a mask. Forcing a mask mandate on our children, forces families to take a risk that they
have not freely chosen. Is this what TCH and school districts pose to do? This is a violation of
medical freedom. While we’re at it, let’s talk about risk. Life is full of risk. We risk our lives
every time we leave our homes. Every time our child plays a sport, jumps on a trampoline,
swims in the pool, or rides their bike. There it is. Risk. We (the parents) can access our own
children’s level of risk. The health department can make recommendations; however, it is WE
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AS PARENTS that WILL decide what’s best for our own children. Because no medical
recommendation is ONE SIZE FITS ALL. Decisions concerning children’s unique medical and
physical needs are not to be made by bureaucrats in this tri-county region, school districts, the
state of Colorado or the federal government. Our CHILDREN belong to US! Masks were never
intended to be used in this way anyway. They are meant to be changed frequently and handled
with care by clean hands by medical professionals in a medical setting. The institutions that
claim masks can stop the spread of the virus clearly state that they only work when they’re
worn properly (tightly fitting, correct sizing, and without contamination) I guarantee you they are
not and cannot be expected to be worn properly by children at school. Any parent or teacher
can testify to this fact. Last year my daughter (11) suffered from a rash on her entire mask
area caused by wearing a mask. I was careful to send clean masks for my children every day,
and a spare in case it became soiled. I taught them how to handle them by the elastics only
and keep them clean. The same thing cannot be said for most children in our communities.
We’ve all seen children handle their masks. They touch them all day. Before and after each
and every drink of water and bite of food. After picking their nose. After sticking their hands in
their pants. They wear them into the restrooms and while they use the toilet, where a single
flush aerates millions of microdroplets of bacteria into the air, and you guessed it- onto their
mask. They are stored carelessly in backpacks, desks, lunch bags and coat pockets. They’re
used as snot rags and lunch napkins. They’re all over the ground. Monitoring mask usage
distracts from teaching. It is impossible for busy teachers to monitor proper mask usage and
care. My children were ecstatic for school this year because they were told it would be
NORMAL. I’ve never seen them so excited for a new school year. It brought tears to my eyes.
A mask mandate would be a devastating bait and switch for our children. Wearing a mask
distracts children from learning, socializing, and expressing themselves emotionally. It causes
anxiety and perpetuates learning disabilities and existing mental health conditions. Perhaps
this is why suicide rates and mental health issues are on the rise in our youth. How many
children’s lives have to be damaged by this never ending experiment? If there’s anything we’ve
learned from last year, we have no control of our environment. However, our children cannot
live in a bubble. While we cannot control our surroundings or the pathogens we’re exposed to,
we can absolutely choose how to keep our families safe. We have a choice of in person or
online schooling for this very reason. But children and parents also have the choice whether or
not to eat a healthy diet. They can choose to feed their children food heavy in sugar and
processed ingredients or a diet full of nutrients and fresh fruits and vegetables. Choose to be
physically active every day. Choose to maintain a healthy weight. Choose whether or not to get
adequate sleep. Choose to not smoke. Choose whether or not to avoid excess alcohol. All of
these things are on the CDC's website as” tips to enhance your immune system”. Should the
TCH Dept and school districts mandate these recommendations for families? Maybe the health
departments and school districts should focus on their school lunch options filled with
processed food, fast food and sugar or crack down on candy rewards in the classroom and
food trucks serving cups of sugar-coated colored ice for every special event. Did you know
that sugar suppresses the immune system? I trust that those of you in a decision-making
position as well as those who want mask mandates are following all of these other CDC
recommendations to the LETTER as well?? Because I promise you, a mask is not going to
save a child when they get sick. Unless our children are put inside bubble wrap and locked in
their rooms, they WILL BE exposed to viruses. Do you think a dirty fabric mask is really
protecting them? Daily good health decisions play a much greater role in protecting health. Not
only that, teaching our children healthy choices instead of muzzling them will help our youth
avoid the very diseases that have put people at the highest risk of viral complications and
death: diabetes, obesity and heart disease. It really bothers me that this is not talked about
more. I see families with carts full of garbage food at the grocery store, with fully masked
children in tow. It’s truly the definition of insanity. Title II of the Civil Rights Act says “all
persons shall be entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of all the goods, services, facilities,
privileges, advantages, and accommodations of any place of public accommodation, as
defined in this section without discrimination on the ground of race, color, religion or national
origin.” Religion in this case is not necessarily organized religion and is broadly defined as a
deep belief that an individual holds. According to the Dept of Justice, these “[Federal Civil
Rights] cannot be waived” even “during emergencies”. I’m asking TCH and Schools, do you
really want to mandate the risky, unproven and cruel practice of masking for our children? Are
you ready to violate the civil and medical rights of families in your communities? Many families
will leave these districts and choose private and home schooling. Many will file suit. Your
reputation for protecting the physical and mental health and wellbeing for thousands of children
will be forever scarred. And I question whether financial or political influence are weighing in on
your decisions. Perhaps an investigation should be underway. Because masking children is
obviously not a scientific one -as there is no science behind it- one must believe the only
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remaining motive must be political or one of control. The flu virus has posed a much greater
threat to children for countless years past. Why were we not forcing mask mandates for flu
season, if masks “work” so well? WE THE PARENTS are done. Will you be using our children
as political pawns? Please don’t. Please don’t mandate masks in our schools and
communities.
1117

This shouldn’t be a political issue yet it has been made one. Full disclosure, I’m a
conservative and value my freedoms. I’m also like to think logical and rational. That said, I
fully support requiring the masking the kiddos until we have more control over the current
outbreaks OR they have a vaccine made available to those under 12-yr old. It will be over soon
enough, but in the meantime we need to do what we can…within reason. In-person learning is
so important, more important than arguing over a mask and I would ask - what do you risk
losing with a mask for another month or two? Nothing….again, just logic and trying to manage
risk for kids without access to a vaccine.

8/15/2021 10:24 PM

1118

This is America, we should be free to choose what is best for our own children!

8/15/2021 10:23 PM

1119

I do not endorse teachers or students wearing masks in the school setting. Research is
emerging which indicates mask wearing is contra indicated for optimal learning opportunities
for students AND has been proven ineffectual in curbing the spread of the COVID virus. Do not
fail our most important constituents, our children. We cannot afford to allow our children to lose
yet another year of education.

8/15/2021 10:22 PM

1120

It is not necessary for students to wear masks and those who do not desire to wear them
should not be forced to. Those that do desire to wear them should feel free to do so. Any mask
bullying can be dealt with on an as needs basis. Don’t punish the whole for the few. People
under age 50 have an extremely low risk for serious covid complications. Covid-19 is in fact
highly treatable and this information is being suppressed. Let’s protect our children from the
mental/emotional/academic damage brought on by unnecessary fear mongering.

8/15/2021 10:22 PM

1121

For the sake of all the children’s safety, please require masks for indoor classrooms.

8/15/2021 10:21 PM

1122

Given the extremely low risk of hospitalization and death among persons less than 18 years of
age due to coronavirus or its delta variant, as well as the documented deleterious effects of
masking children, I disagree with mask mandates in Douglas County Schools.

8/15/2021 10:20 PM

1123

A significant portion of the student population is not eligible for vaccination. The Delta variant
is more easily spread among children and adolescents and the recent rise in hospitalizations
among children is striking. Children who contract SARS-COV2 are at risk of serious illness
requiring hospitalizations and ICU admission. Universal masking is needed to protect students
(especially unvaccinated students) from COVID-19 and reduce transmission. This decision
should not be made by popular vote. The district must act in accordance with the CDC and the
AAP evidence-based recommendations to mandate masks to protect children. The most
important thing we can do for children’s mental health and well-being is to keep them safely in
their classrooms.

8/15/2021 10:20 PM

1124

It would be heartbreaking to see elementary school kids in an ICU because they currently do
not have the relative luxury of vaccination. If one hospitalization of the most vulnerable youth
can be prevented with masks, then it is our duty to protect those that cannot without our help.

8/15/2021 10:19 PM

1125

We do not want our kids masked any longer. The benefits do not outweigh the detriments.
Those who want to mask their children can do so. Those who don’t want to should be allowed
the same choice. This is not good for kids and we all know it. It’s not children’s job to protect
adults, it’s adults’ job to protect children. The damage it is causing children to wear masks all
day is not worth it.

8/15/2021 10:19 PM

1126

Mask requirements, vaccinations and in person learning should be a personal choice, not a
mandate from the government. If the individual has concerns, they should take steps to best
protect themselves, not force others to agree. People under 50 have a very low risk for serious
complications from covid and effective treatment is available.

8/15/2021 10:18 PM

1127

Please issue a mask mandate for Douglas County school district. Delta has proven dangerous
for children who remain unvaccinated. This variant is spreading in our area and if not controlled
will result in our hospitals & healthcare workers being overwhelmed unnecessarily. A mask
mandate will help ensure a more normal, in-person school experience for students.

8/15/2021 10:18 PM

1128

The science does not support requiring students or staff to wear masks. The vulnerable
population can and should get vaccinated, therefore they are protected. Flu is much more

8/15/2021 10:17 PM
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dangerous to youth. Are we prepared to overreact and require masks for flu seasons moving
forward? Allow people the freedom to choose for themselves whether or not to wear a mask.
Thus should be a personal choice.
1129

Please require masks for all Douglas County Schools for all students, teachers, staff and
visitors to help stop the spread of the surging Delta variant.

8/15/2021 10:16 PM

1130

Follow the science

8/15/2021 10:16 PM

1131

I feel that children should not be mandated to wear masks period. For their mental,
psychological well being, they need to see faces and share personal connection. If
teachers/staff or students want to wear masks, feel free. No mandates for children, period.

8/15/2021 10:15 PM

1132

Children are showing up infected in larger numbers now that we have made more adults safe.
I’m concerned about the safety of my student with asthma.

8/15/2021 10:14 PM

1133

Cloth masks do not protect children from COVID because the virus is small enough to pass
through the fabric. The negative impact of mask wear in the classroom is substantial, however.
They are uncomfortable and unsanitary, distract from learning, and stunt social development.
There is a study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association that found mask
wear in children can actually raise CO2 to unhealthy levels. The seasonal flu is more
dangerous than COVID and masks were never required. Mask mandates are political theater
and serve no purpose other than making scared people feel better and creating a perception
that our leaders are doing something. They are abusive. I implore you leave the decision to
mask children up to their parents. Thank you for your consideration.

8/15/2021 10:14 PM

1134

I support indoor masking in the presence of anyone 11 and younger as this group is not able to
be vaccinated; therefore, steps must be taken to protect this vulnerable group. We continue to
see communities around the U.S. taking abrupt action due to the rise of COVID cases in
schools. To help avoid abrupt closures and remote schooling, which puts additional stress on
teachers and administrators after already having a very difficult school year, it makes sense to
adopt an indoor mask policy. This step can help contain another wave, specifically in the under
11 age group until they are eligible for the vaccine.

8/15/2021 10:13 PM

1135

Please do not put our children through this. Their mental health is every bit as important as
their physical health. There is plenty of research showing that masks do not keep people
physically healthy either.

8/15/2021 10:12 PM

1136

Please issue a mask mandate for all schools. Since COVID vaccinations are not
mandated/required in schools it is the least that can be done to keep all students and staff
safe. Also, it will allow students to be in class instead of virtual.

8/15/2021 10:12 PM

1137

News not factual – our responsibility as adults, members of society, and especially parents is
to DO YOUR HOMEWORK! Tricky as numbers are only as good as the source and can be
overwhelming and you can almost always find a number somewhere that supports your
argument. So I’m going to use just a couple of numbers from the CDC (which many also have
some doubts on if these are skewed a bit, but here goes): Overall Covid data: 0.7% mortality
in Douglas County and 1.6% mortality in US. Median age of Covid deaths is 78!!! Mortality rate
of people aged 1 -39 is nearly ZERO!!! Comparing to flu is tricky because there are a lot of
factors and we won’t have “final” numbers for another 2 years but…… – when influenza was
first found in the early 1900’s, mortality was 0.4%. Since 2010, flu mortality has been from
.13%-.17%. Last year it was .05%. Why? People just stopped getting flu and got Covid
instead. Also, heart disease remains the number 1 cause of mortality but even those numbers
decreased last year. Also interesting……. Can you guess what cause has increased in
numbers in our community over the last 18 months? SUICIDE AND DRUG OVERDOSE!!
Again, all about the numbers, but if you do your homework, you will find up to a 350%
INCREASE of suicide in children in our communities!! I have a medical background and am
ALL ABOUT using measures to help combat disease. That’s what I do! But every physician
will tell you, you must weigh risk vs benefit!! Will this medicine/vaccine/isolation help
substantially more than it will hinder? If not, then you better not use it or you will be sued and
lose your license. Period. Masks – most of the masks people are wearing in our community
are nowhere near the grade they need to be to actually stop a respiratory virus droplet.
Vaccines – are they really working? Again, we aren’t going to see “real” numbers for a couple
of years but…...The hottest spots of Covid now are among the counties that actually had the
highest vaccination rates. Hmmmmmmm….. BOTTOM LINE: Our kids are not dying from
Covid. They are dying from SOCIAL DISEASE THAT CAN BE PREVENTED. I have a shy 6
year old who suffered greatly socially and emotionally last year because no one could hear or

8/15/2021 10:11 PM
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understand him talking under a mask. He also had a hard time understanding his teachers. So
my child will remain in school as long as there are no masks required. If that changes, he will
switch to homeschooling and that is a family decision we will have to make. Likewise, if you
feel that NOT wearing masks is dangerous for your child, then you may opt to wear one
anyway OR choose homeschooling as well. So currently, both sides of this debate have the
same 3 choices: 1) wear a mask at school, 2) don’t wear a mask at school, 3) homeschool.
For those that are pro-mask: You can’t make everyone feel the same way you do and require
something that has been more detrimental to our children than Covid. You are setting an
example for our children that not everyone’s opinions matter and showing a blatant disrespect
for the diversity that is so beautiful in our community, country, and world. Please, continue to
wear your mask and have your children wear a mask if you feel it is the right decision for your
family. It is NOT, however, the right decision for all families in your community.
1138

Please allow parents to decide what's best for our children.

8/15/2021 10:11 PM

1139

Right now the American Academy of Pediatrics clearly state on their official website (aap.org)
that “the available data indicate(s) that COVID-19-associated hospitalization and death is
uncommon in children.” And that, according to the most current and available data on COVID19 and all it’s variants, “at this time, it appears that severe illness due to COVID-19 is
uncommon among children.” Mandating masks is an unnecessary infringement on our
children’s rights to a public education. The hinderance of that education was made clear last
year in the elementary aged school children, not only in testing but anecdotally among us as
parents. My own son in elementary school especially and his peers were socially, emotionally,
and educationally stunted last year. While at the same time I watched private school children
continue their education unimpeded by masks and/or unnecessarily excessive quarantine
policies. Last year I watched mothers who do not have to work to support their families pull
their children out of school to homeschool in order to relieve their children of the burden and
isolation of masking for 7 hours a day. Mask mandates are developmentally delaying our
children and dividing us socioeconomically. Masking children in public schools is
discriminatory. I refer again the the American Academy of Pediatrics, that the actual science
does not support masking for children and urge Tri-County Health to rely on the most recent
and unbiased data and science.

8/15/2021 10:11 PM

1140

We do not want our littles to wear masks

8/15/2021 10:10 PM

1141

I have been reading the science of why masking protects against the Corona Virus since
March 2020, and have concluded that where there are large numbers of people present indoors
that masking should be mandated, but particularly where people have either not been
vaccinated or are under the age of 12, in order to slow down the spread of this disease. I have
been vaccinated and am over the age of 80. I hope masking is mandated in schools to protect
the next generations. We already are seeing youth catching the disease and deaths. Why not
protect them at so little cost.

8/15/2021 10:10 PM

1142

I will consider pulling my kids out of the public school system if the masks are mandated.

8/15/2021 10:10 PM

1143

I am not in support of masking in schools. I would like to encourage that we allow parents to
choose what is best for their own children as it relates to wearing or not wearing a mask in
school. The lethality of COVID-19 has been massively overstated, especially when compared
to the seasonal influenzas we face every year. Recent data from the CDC suggests that
COVID-19’s lethality is about 15 times lower than originally assumed and stands at 0.26% in
the US, one of the worst hit countries. For those aged under 50, the rate is even lower, at
0.05%. The median or average age of the deceased in most countries (including Italy) is over
80 years and only about 1% of the deceased had no serious preconditions. Countries without
contact bans, such as Japan, South Korea or Sweden (which kept restaurants, bars and grade
schools open), have not experienced a more negative course of events than other countries.
The WHO even declared Sweden’s response a model for the rest of the world. The latest
studies show that masks do not work to prevent respiratory influenza-like illnesses. In fact,
wearing a mask may even be harmful, causing problems from headaches, to increased airway
resistance, carbon dioxide accumulation, to hypoxia, all the way to serious life-threatening
complications, not to mention the harms to their mental health. NOTICE FOR EMPLOYERS,
UNIVERSITIES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS MANDATING COVID-19 MASKS April 26, 2021
This serves as notice that the mandate for any individual to wear a mask against COVID-19 for
employment or attendance at a university or other institution violates federal law. All COVID-19
masks, whether surgical, N95 or other respirators, are authorized, not approved or licensed, by
the federal government; they are Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) only. They merely “may
be effective.” Federal law states: Title 21 U.S.C. § 360bbb-3(e)(1)(A)(ii)(I-III) of the Federal
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Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act) states: individuals to whom the product is
administered are informed— (I) that the Secretary has authorized the emergency use of the
product; (II) of the significant known and potential benefits and risks of such use, and of the
extent to which such benefits and risks are unknown; and (III) of the option to accept or refuse
administration of the product, of the consequences, if any, of refusing administration of the
product, and of the alternatives to the product that are available and of their benefits and risks.
EUA products are by definition experimental and thus require the right to refuse. Under the
Nuremberg Code, the foundation of ethical medicine, no one may be coerced to participate in a
medical experiment. Consent of the individual is “absolutely essential.” A federal court held
that even the U.S. military could not mandate EUA vaccines to soldiers. Doe #1 v. Rumsfeld,
297 F.Supp.2d 119 (2003). In a letter dated April 24, 2020, the Food and Drug Administration
stated that authorized face masks must be labelled accurately and may not be labeled in a
way that misrepresents the product’s intended use as “source control to help prevent the
spread of SARS-CoV-2.” The letter specifies that the labeling “may not state or imply that the
product is intended for antimicrobial or antiviral protection or related uses or is for use such as
infection prevention or reduction.” Any EUA mandate requiring individuals to wear face masks
conflicts with Section 360bbb-3(e)(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which provides that the person must be
informed of the option to refuse to wear the device. Liability for forced participation in a medical
experiment, including possible injury, may be incalculable. Children’s Health Defense urges
U.S. employers, universities and other institutions to respect and uphold the rights of
individuals to refuse to wear EUA masks.
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/editorial/schools-must-go-back-to-normal-in-the-fall-ascientists-perspective/
1144

I am in support of a mask mandate put in place in public settings and schools. There are just
too many kids crammed too close together even at the high school level where a lot of the kids
are vaccinated.

8/15/2021 10:09 PM

1145

Do your job and defend children!

8/15/2021 10:09 PM

1146

I do not believe that masks should be required for this age group given the following reasons:
1. The fatality rate of people ages 0-9 years is extremely low and in-line with past flu seasons
for that age group. I have pulled the CDC provided data of Covid-19 for ages 0-9 years for the
month of July 2021 and the current rate of death in the United States for that age group is
0.00396% including the Delta variant (this includes all states even Florida where they have the
most cases for this age group). Source: https://data.cdc.gov/Case-Surveillance/COVID-19Case-Surveillance-Public-Use-Data/vbim-akqf 2. The R0 of children in relation to COVID-19 is
below 1, hence they do not spread COVID-19 according to a study by the CDC (where the R0
is 0.77 in this specific school district):
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e4.htm In other studies outside the US the
R0 was found to be even lower amongst Students. 3. There has not been a correlation to mask
mandates and higher COVID-19 infection rate according to this study:
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257467v1. Also, I think given the data,
the implementation of mask mandates will create groups of people that are either
hypochondriacs or further distrustful of the governing authorities. Plus, our children and many,
many others we know HATE going to school anymore due to masks. They shut down, their
mental health is deteriorating, and mandating masks will not help these issues. There is
another public health issue coming out of mask mandates: depression and suicide rates rising.
In the 2020-2021 school year, our school, American Academy Lincoln Meadows, did not have
a mask mandate for students 5 years - 11 years old and Tri-County was well aware of this and there were no "outbreaks" in the more severe strain of Covid-19, not one of our students
who was in the group of students who were unmasked were quarantined (only our older
daughter who was masked all year was quarantined 3 times) and we were in in-person school
all year long. Masking does not make sense. Please honor CHOICE for families, to make
informed decisions for our children, and allow for those who want to wear masks to be able to
do so if they CHOOSE. The beauty of America is that we have freedoms and can CHOOSE
what's best for our families. Thank you, Jennifer Hasse

8/15/2021 10:08 PM

1147

As a pre school teacher please don’t mandate mask, it’s important for children to see my face
and that we the people have the right to choose.

8/15/2021 10:06 PM

1148

I am a 6th Grade student at DCSD. I want to be safe at school. Also, I want all my friends to
be safe at school. Since we aren’t vaccinated, masks will help keep us safe from COVID-19.
Please require DCSD students under 12 to wear masks at school.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

1149

At this time I do not feel it is necessary for my children to mask up. I have a 12 yr old who is

8/15/2021 10:05 PM
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immune compromised. We wash, we eat helathy, exercise, wash hands some more and do our
beat to live healthy lives. Germs are everywhere, viruses as well! Our children must build up
immunities to their environment! Covid has a 99% survival rate for children! It has affected
them socially, mentally! Enough is enough.
1150

Please please don’t put masks back on our Littles. They can’t understand what everyone is
saying and this last year was so so hard.

8/15/2021 10:05 PM

1151

Masking at any point, is inconsistent at best, in daily lives. To mandate it in schools when
other establishments do not, is meaningless. There is countless data points thats masks do
not help. The irreversible long term negative effects for kids is not acceptable. Choice is
healthy. If families want to mask to protect themselves, they should. That does not constitute
a blanket make policy.

8/15/2021 10:04 PM

1152

I support universal mask wearing for everyone, and especially for those 11 and younger who
are unable to get a vaccine. Well-fitting masks have been scientifically proven to limit
transmission of COVID and other viruses, and remain our best line of defense in indoor
settings. Wearing masks should help maintain a more "normal" school year, hopefully
minimizing disruptions due to isolations necessary due to exposure. Furthermore, universal
masking minimizes transmission by asymptomatic individuals. For the good of our children
and schools, please adopt this simple practice. If you choose not to enforce a mask policy,
please enforce a testing policy to rapidly respond to infections and hopefully limit the spread.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1153

I suppose masking in schools. It will help to keep our community safe and healthy. Studies
have shown again and again that masks are effective.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1154

No masks! They have been through enough!

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1155

I believe we should have universal masking in ALL indoor school settings. Our goal is to have
the students in the classroom and in order to achieve this we cannot afford to have a potential
impact on a secondary spread. It is especially worrisome that children 11 and younger could
easily get infected because they have not been vaccinated, not enough space to social
distance and yet there is no mask requirement at this time. Please consider a mask mandate
for all indoor school settings.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1156

Masks should never be a mandate, only a choice.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1157

Masking is a hinderance in the school setting. Aside from issues such as can’t hear or breathe
and that it is for so long, it is also hindering our children from reading social and emotional
cues from facial expressions and developing those needed critical skills for healthy social
emotional development.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1158

I believe it is extremely important for all unvaccinated children to be required to wear masks in
a school setting. They are still at great risk of contracting this virus, especially now with the
Delta variant. I believe this will greatly reduce the number of illnesses and prevent an outbreak
should someone fall sick. I would be more open to no masks if the student body was once
again separated into cohorts so as to not be in contact with other people (outside their cohort)
during the day. I just want all the kids to be in a responsibly safe learning environment so we
don’t have a repeat of 2020.

8/15/2021 10:03 PM

1159

No masks in our schools! They don’t work and are detrimental to our youth - emotionally,
psychologically, and physically.

8/15/2021 10:02 PM

1160

Please mandate masks for elementary schools, where kids under 11 y/o - like my 7 y/o - have
no other means to protect against COVID-19, and in particular the Delta variant. Peer pressure
is real and so heartbreaking. Every day last week I sent my daughter to school with two clean
masks. We’ve urged her to wear them. But she faces bullying, on top of the very real health
risks. It is insufficient for her to mask, if the child next to her is infected and unmasked. Every
child is entitled to a free public education but hers is compromised when she is at literal risk of
exposure to a deadly disease while trying to learn multiplication and reading her first chapter
books. If kids can wear pants and shoes in school to accord hygiene and health, they can and
- so long as they can medically tolerate it - should wear masks. They did it last year and were
fine. It’s our best hope for the most “normal” school year possible, with fewest interruptions for
quarantines. My child has quite literally never know a school year absent the pandemic. All I
want is for my child and every other child to be safe, and to learn and grow. Please support
masking for this age group, which has no other option at present to fight this virus. Please.
The job you are doing is hard, and no doubt rather thankless, at the present time. Thanks for
reading my comment and considering this important issue.

8/15/2021 10:02 PM
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1161

I do not support masks in schools. I have a 3rd and 5th grader at Northeast. Thank you.

8/15/2021 10:01 PM

1162

Masks have not been proven effective nor do they protect against viruses being spread. To the
contrary, mask wearers risk bacterial infections due to molds accumulating within the moist
masks.

8/15/2021 10:01 PM

1163

So many more side effects form masking our children than the actual virus.

8/15/2021 10:01 PM

1164

Support choice and find the balance for what works best for kids, after all, school is for the
kids. Support parent choice - so each family can decide what is best given their health
situation. Support school choice - to create grade-level cohorts and to quarantine cohorts as
necessary. UNIVERSAL MASKING IS NOT the answer because it HURTS KIDS in areas
critical for their emotional, social, behavioral and overall wellbeing. Regarding Question #4: The
survey questions are ridiculous and are not helpful for productive dialogue and decision
making. The options are Universal Masking or No Masking; Where is the option for 'individual
choice'?

8/15/2021 10:00 PM

1165

Mask usage should be up to the parents of a child.

8/15/2021 10:00 PM

1166

Decisions about mask wearing should be based on science and facts and not on opinion or
emotion. The science shows that the Delta variant is more transmissible. The science shows
that the Delta variant is the most prevalent variant in Colorado. The science shows that the
Delta variant is affecting children more than other variants. The science shows that as much
as 10% of affected children can experience long haul COVID symptoms. The science shows
that masks are an effective way to control the spread of the virus. The fact is that children
under 12 do not have an option to get vaccinated. The fact is that they are at the mercy of
everyone around them to protect them. The fact is that mask wearing is a key mitigation
strategy and is more effective when the majority are doing so. The fact is that children should
be in school and that their environment should be safe. The fact is that employing a mask
requirement will not cause harm to the children. The fact is that requiring masks creates a
safer environment for all students. The fact is that a mask mandate will help decrease the
likelihood of a disruption in their school environment. The fact is a mask mandate in response
to increasing infections and isolation cases in the school district is too late. Children will have
already been put at unnecessary risk. The fact is that families that do not want to have their
child(ren) wear a mask have the same options as families who want theirs to if it is not
required – that is they have the choice to keep them home. That is a choice many families
made last year and should not be forced to make again this year. The fact is that in the first
week of school there have already been 32 positive cases at the elementary level. The fact is
that social distancing is not able to be employed properly in classroom settings (e.g. my
child’s class has 27 students and are in pods of 4 and 6 students where they are not even one
foot apart). Children should be in school but they should be there safely. The minimum that the
science and facts support is requiring the use of masks.

8/15/2021 9:59 PM

1167

There are many health reasons that certain children cannot wear masks. My children have
asthma and the autoimmune disease eoe which makes mask wearing impossible to breathe.

8/15/2021 9:58 PM

1168

I do not believe that masks should be required for this age group given the following reasons:
1. The fatality rate of people ages 0-9 years is extremely low for that age group. I have pulled
the CDC provided data of Covid-19 for ages 0-9 Years for the month of July 2021(to get data
most closely associated with the Delta Variant) and the current rate of death in the United
States for that age group is 0.00396% (This includes all states including Florida). Source:
https://data.cdc.gov/Case-Surveillance/COVID-19-Case-Surveillance-Public-Use-Data/vbimakqf 2. The R0 of children in relation to COVID-19 is below 1, hence they do not spread
COVID-19 according to a study by the CDC (where the R0 is 0.77 in this specific school
district): https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7008e4.htm In other studies outside
the US the R0 was found to be even lower amongst Students. 3. There has not been shown a
correlation to mask mandates and higher COVID-19 infection rate according to this study:
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19.21257467v1. The comment was succinct
on purpose, if you have any questions feel free to reach out to me. Also, I think given the data,
the implementation of mask mandates will create groups of people that are either
hypochondriacs or further distrustful of the governing authorities. Thank you, Jonathan Hasse

8/15/2021 9:58 PM

1169

Last winter we masked everyone/everywhere and social distanced, limited indoor numbers and
the Covid numbers climbed significantly. If masks and social distancing works, then WHY did
these numbers climb so much? We vaccinated ourselves to save the vulnerable population.
The number of deaths are down and we're still at approx 1% of total deaths for those under the
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age of 20. The social development for children is not being considered. This is a political issue
and it should not be.Do what is best for the children. No Mask Mandates.
1170

I believe it is better for the individual schools to make the choice

8/15/2021 9:57 PM

1171

Parents should have the right to make the health decisions in their family. In no way should it
be up to the county, state and sure as hell not the federal government to decide what’s best for
my kids.

8/15/2021 9:57 PM

1172

It would be helpful to let schools decide on their own instead of mandating it for the whole
county. I don’t believe young children should have to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 9:57 PM

1173

Masks should be a choice and not a mandate. Let adults make decisions for their children

8/15/2021 9:56 PM

1174

It is the responsible, community minded approach to require all indoors to wear masks until all
ages are vaccinated at a minimum. All teachers and those permitted to interact with children
should be required to vaccinate and show proof thereof prior to clearance for volunteering etc.
This is a public health crisis and long term impacts have not yet been uncovered.

8/15/2021 9:55 PM

1175

1) masks should be a choice per child/parent. Each parent knows what their child needs
educationally-respect those with/or without masks. 2) children are not being affected by covid
19 like adults are, therefore they should not be treated like adults 3) children NEED to be able
to understand phonics in school. As a mom of a kindergartener, with a speech issue, seeing
mouths move is so important.

8/15/2021 9:55 PM

1176

Children should not be forced to wear masks! If a parent wants to mask their kid, it's their
choice.

8/15/2021 9:54 PM

1177

Please help keep our children who cannot be vaccinated safer my mandating mask use. This
also removes bullying for those who already are wearing masks.

8/15/2021 9:54 PM

1178

Children are at a very low risk for contracting and spreading COVID-19. The consequences of
lockdowns and mask mandates have been a much greater threat to our children’s mental
health and we’ll being. If parents want to send their children to school in masks that is their
choice but they should not be allowed to dictate that my children must wear them.

8/15/2021 9:54 PM

1179

Please do NOT put masks back on our kids.

8/15/2021 9:53 PM

1180

Masks should remain a personal choice not a mandate.

8/15/2021 9:53 PM

1181

Do not mandate masks!

8/15/2021 9:52 PM

1182

I do not support requiring children to wear a mask or be vaccinated to be able to attend school.
That is up to the parents of each child and should not be a public mandate.

8/15/2021 9:52 PM

1183

I am really concerned for the children should there be a requirement to wear masks due to the
impact on their social and emotional development. The masks are far too pourous to provide
any real defense to microscopic germs. Please do not require masks.

8/15/2021 9:52 PM

1184

Please protect our kids. Universal masking is needed and necessary.

8/15/2021 9:51 PM

1185

It is outrageous to take this choice away from parents. If some people feel comfortable with
their child freely breathing oxygen, uninhibited by a gross, spit covered, germ filled mask all
day, they should have that option, and vice versa. Lets see some facts, this a virus that is
less deadly than the flu, which during the 2018-2019 season the CDC estimates 480 children
died from the flu,so less children have died from covid in a year and a half.. did anyone
suggest masks for the flu? 4.2 million children have tested positive for Covid and .008% have
died..those also had preexisting conditions, like the large majority of ALL covid deaths. If
parents refuse to acknowledge this, they should deal with their hypochondria privately and
keep their child home. There is a better chance of dying in a car accident on the way to
school. Not to mention the studies which compared masked to unmasked schools, and
showed virtually no difference in number of cases. We KNOW this virus is like a cold for most
children, why should we make them all suffer in a mask all day, both psychologically and
emotionally not to mention, weaken their immune systems while we're at it. To cater to the
adults? Let's also remember all adults who want to be vaccinated have been. And just as
importantly, I am not sure who came up with this absolute garbage reason of the mental health
of the masked students being bullied, but that is lunacy and a desperate attempt to further this
agenda not backed by actual data. Anyone who is even the least bit informed knows that
masks have caused depression, anxiety, addiction, suicidal thoughts and attempts to
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skyrocket. Claiming you care about mental health and wanting students to thrive would be
completely contradictory to this universal mandate. In addition, the amount of students who
have already had the virus should be discussed since they are Immune. Why would I mask my
daughter who has natural antibodies?
1186

Please do not require masks in schools. Kids so desperately need to get back to normal and
focus on their education. There are more negatives to wearing masks than the success it
brings for younger ages. Put the risk in perspective instead of listening to media hype. Our
numbers are lower now than they were in May when we decided to take the masks off. No
hospitalizations or deaths have been seen at our pediatrics office. Nationwide less than 500
youth have died from Covid. Over 700 have died from car accidents. Wait until the situation
becomes more serious before requiring masks at this point. BTW, I am disappointed in the
wording of questions 4. The third option should say, “data does not support the need to require
masks at this time.” or “masks should not be required”. The language used is too harsh and
will sway folks to answer with other options even though not their desire. It should be perfectly
fine for wearing masks to be optional and recommended. The wording of the question leads me
to believe TriCounty mind is made up and not really interested in hearing what the community
wants. Sorry to be as equally harsh.
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Parents should decide if their children should wear masks. Not the school. Not the
government.
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Let the schools decide instead of making it a county wide mandate.

8/15/2021 9:48 PM

1189

Please don't bring back mask mandate. They're wildly uncomfortable in the winter time, don't
make a big enough of a difference, and cause a lack of connection with other students on a
personal level.
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My name is Lauren Morford, and I am a Douglas County resident and mother of two girls
attending DCSD schools. I am writing to express my deep concern for the school district and
TCHD's 2021-2022 initial plan that makes masks optional and ask that you mandate masks in
our schools. Only making masks optional goes against the guidance of both the Centers for
Disease Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics; ignores the science on COVID
transmission in kids and on the effectiveness of masks; and fails to give our youngest kids—
who are not yet vaccine eligible but will be soon—a chance to evade infection after over a year
of sacrifice. All available evidence indicates that SARS-CoV-2 will spread wildly in schools
without mitigation efforts—including universal masking—firmly in place. The CDC and the
American Academy of Pediatrics agree; both agencies have released guidance indicating that
schools should mandate masks for students, staff, and visitors. As public health department,
you should listen to them and protect these vulnerable students. Though infections in our state
declined in the late spring and early summer as vaccination rates increased, new variants like
Delta pose a serious threat. The Delta variant is much more transmissible than previous
variants, and data from our local area reflect that troubling reality. In addition, the age
distribution of new infections and hospitalizations all across the country has also shifted
downward, with young kids representing a greater proportion of infections and hospitalizations
than in previous months. This will only get worse if kids are in school without required masking
and other mitigation strategies in place. The science is clear on COVID and kids is clear:
children can be infected with SARS-CoV-2, can get sick with and die of COVID-19, and can
spread the virus to others. While kids are less likely than adults to experience severe illness or
death, the long term consequences of COVID infection on neurological, lung, metabolic, and
cardiovascular function are still unknown. Recent studies estimate that anywhere from 10-45%
of kids under 12 who are infected with SARS-CoV-2 experience “long haul” symptoms that last
more than five weeks after diagnosis, even if they experience mild acute infection. This is all
to say, kids have not been and will not be spared in this pandemic. Importantly, kids can also
transmit COVID to their unvaccinated, immunocompromised, and otherwise vulnerable family
members and friends, which further contributes to community spread and the emergence of
new variants of the virus and puts the “end” of this pandemic further out of reach. Thankfully,
over the past year and a half, we have learned a lot about how to reduce transmission and
infections, and masks have emerged as a particularly important, scientifically proven
mitigation strategy. Evidence from the CDC shows that the relatively low levels of infections in
kids seen during the 2020-2021 school year were, in large part, the result of school closures
and widespread mitigation efforts in schools, including mask mandates. Though kids transmit
COVID as efficiently as adults and are infected at similar rates to adults, mask mandates in
schools prevented high levels of in-school transmission during the 2020-2021 school year. The
proven effectiveness of masks is a key reason behind the CDC’s and American Academy of
Pediatrics’ current recommendation that students and staff continue to wear masks in schools
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during the 2021-2022 school year. Again, the science here is clear: reopening schools without
mask mandates and other mitigation efforts in place while the Delta variant surges will result in
high levels of transmission and infection in kids, which can further contribute to household and
community spread, even among the vaccinated. We shouldn’t wait for Delta to spread in
schools before putting mask mandates in place; we can and should act in order to prevent any
unnecessary disease, death, and suffering. Families are depending on you to follow the
science and protect the health and safety of our kids and community. Our kids deserve to go
to school without worrying about getting sick and spreading the virus to their
immunocompromised, unvaccinated, or otherwise vulnerable family members, friends, and
neighbors. We shouldn’t ask our young kids and their parents to choose between going to
school and staying healthy and safe. Young kids will be eligible for vaccines within the next
few months. We should give them the opportunity to be vaccinated before asking them to enter
our schools and classrooms unprotected. The science supports masks in schools. Wearing
masks is a small sacrifice to make in order to ensure that our kids can remain safe while going
to school, which we know is important for their intellectual, social, and emotional development.
I am asking you to listen to the experts, follow the science, and reject the initial plan to make
masks optional. Masks should be required, especially for our most vulnerable unvaccinated
students. I am happy to be in touch with any comments, questions, or concerns. Sincerely,
Lauren
1191

I would like to see the county follow CDC guidelines which I believe at this time would
recommend masks in schools. I am mostly concerned about elementary students who are not
yet eligible for the vaccination. Having masks be optional seems pointless as my
understanding of masking up as a risk mitigation strategy is that it only works if everyone is
masking up.

8/15/2021 9:45 PM
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My wife and I request that you seriously consider requiring masks for all children under 12 for
the following reasons. 1. Above all, a majority of parents agree that in person learning is in the
best interest of our children’s health and wellbeing. In light of the concerning (while limited)
information surrounding the delta variant, we should take precautions to try and preserve in
person learning if at all possible. 2. To that point, DCSD’s layered approach appears to be on
paper only, and by our observations this policy has not been executed. We’ve seen no
physical distancing in classrooms and lunchrooms whatsoever, large indoor assemblies that
are also promoted by the district on social media, and district employees declining to lead by
example on the masking recommendations. 3. In addition to the district not following its
layered approach, several other mitigation strategies are not being implemented. For example:
cohorting, quarantining exposed students, and requiring visitors and volunteers to wear a
mask. 4. We deeply sympathize with our neighbors that individual choice is something that
should be preserved. History has shown that when individual behavior brings harm to others,
that behavior is restricted by society. Due to politics, the public opinion of the risk of COVID-19
and the delta variant is polarized. However, when it comes to masking, the recommendations
by the medical, public health, and the immunology communities are not in question. It is the
research backed opinions of these a-political career professionals that should dictate public
health policy. 5. The research that guides these professional opinions, demonstrates the
necessity of universal adoption of masking in order for it to have a significant impact on
transmission. While ideally universal masking in schools is the correct science-based choice,
we feel that a bare minimum compromise would be masking in our vulnerable 12 and under
unvaccinated population. Until such time as this age group can be vaccinated or we know
more information about the impact of the delta variant on our community. Sources:
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776536
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/4/e2014564118
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2007800
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00818
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/192/15/E410
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31142-9/fulltext#%20
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7191274/
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/36/eabd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/36/eabd3083
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7267357/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7835129/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749120334862
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352431620301802
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1132-9
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/mds3.10163
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2774266
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https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-2567
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.49.2000725?
crawler=truehttps://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/6/12/e012330https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.
7326/m20-6817As https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/8/20-1498_article
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/27/3/taaa056/5822103?
luicode=10000011&lfid=231522type%3D1%26t%3D10%26q%3D%23%E6%9C%9F%E5%88%
8A%23&featurecode=ne&u=https%3A%2F%2Facademic.oup.com%2Fjtm%2Farticle%2F27%
2F3%2Ftaaa056%2F5822103 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11524-021-00517-2
https://theunion.org/sites/default/files/202009/IJTLD%20June%200244%20Leung%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.futuremedicine.com/doi/full/10.2217/fmb-2020-0292
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0240285
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/4/e045941 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-02017922-x https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/55/6/2001260.full
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0956797620964422
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31183-1/fulltext?
utm_source=miragenews&utm_medium=miragenews&utm_campaign=news#seccestitle10
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002794 https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?
id=10.1371/journal.pone.0242764 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10900-021-00981-6
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304407620303468
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0253510
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-7499 https://www.mdpi.com/19961944/13/15/3363/htm https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7882453/
https://wmjonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/119/4/229.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0272989X211019029
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.12.20173047v3.full-text
https://www.unthsc.edu/newsroom/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/COVID-19-report-July-20updated.pdf https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.13553.pdf https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/eparesearchers-test-effectiveness-face-masks-disinfection-methods-against-covid-19
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8158891/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19-face-masks-communityfirst-update.pdf https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7951820/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/372/6549/1439
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Our mouths are the dirtiest part of our bodies. We should not be wearing masks all day
breathing in the bacteria from our mouths which can in turn make people sick. Also surgical
and cloth masks do not stop viruses. They would work on particles that are above 5 microns.
However, the Corona virus is 0.125 microns. This virus is so small that these masks are
unable to protect from the virus. Another thing to think about, germs are what create our
immune system in the body. By the constant use of hand sanitizers and the use of masks we
are actually lowering our immune systems. Another issue is that kids need face to face
communication. Especially the younger ones. There is evidence that masks have adverse
psychological impacts, which can include anxiety, inhibit development of interpersonal and
communication skills. In addition wearing masks can cause increased irritability, difficulty with
concentration, headaches, impaired learning and loss of motivation to attend school.

8/15/2021 9:41 PM

1194

It’s important that a mask mandate isn’t implemented for children, they have never been the
target for this virus and those that do get it recover well.. the mask mandate will create more
stress while encouraging individual policing . A domino affect for hate and bullying and stress
will be more to contend with than the actual virus!!

8/15/2021 9:40 PM
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I appreciate your concern for our children’s health. I do not believe my children should be
required to wear a mask in school. I ask that this will remain a choice for all parents and their
students!

8/15/2021 9:40 PM

1196

Please allow indovidual schools to make this choice- it should not be a mandate. We are all
responsible citizens that care about our community, and it would be truly appreciated if schools
were able to make these choices as it relates to their specific populations and needs.
Thanks!!!

8/15/2021 9:40 PM

1197

The choice to mask or not mask should be for the family to decide, not the school board.

8/15/2021 9:40 PM

1198

Last year my daughter had a chronic cough. Funny enough, it went away about a week after
school was out. It was the wearing of masks for 7 hours a day. The mouth is the dirtiest place
on the body. Yet we want our children breathing in bacteria hour upon hour in masks that are
not changed properly or used properly by children. Children are not spreading covid. They are
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not getting sick. I strongly encourage optional mask wearing. If my daughter has to wear a
mask, I will do homeschooling instead to avoid the adverse affects that mask have on my
child.
1199

It is to the detriment of not only physical but mental health for many students and people to be
masked. Everyone deserves a choice in if their child should have to wear a mask or not.
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1200

Let parents decide what’s best for their kids. You are not their parents!

8/15/2021 9:37 PM

1201

I am a Board Certified Pediatrician in practice here in our community for almost 20 years. As
an experienced health care professional, I feel it is important to share both realistic
expectations and goals surrounding COVID 19. 1. Coronavirus has been around and will
continue to be around indefinitely. It is a family of viruses that causes the common cold and
unfortunately, one that has a higher likelihood (much like influenza) to occasional mutate into a
more virulent strain. All evidence since the start of the pandemic points to the fact that
severity of disease, morbidity and mortality increase with advanced age. This is still true with
the Delta Variant (despite media's attempt of manipulating information to report otherwise). A
goal of zero cases is impossible and we should therefore stop focusing on such a result. 2.
The goal of achieving herd immunity is of the utmost importance. The fastest and most
efficient way (and ultimately life saving way) we can achieve this in the modern era is by
combination of Vaccination and natural infection. In fact, the only way we achieved herd
immunity during the Great Influenza of 1918 was through natural infection (let's not forget that
3% of the entire world population died in 1918-1920 due to this infection during this
prevaccination era) To put this in perspective, the current death toll of COVID 19 in comparison
to this is 0.06%. 3. The original and what should be the only goal here is to reduce the
incidence of severe disease, hospitalization and death, while avoiding overwhelming the
healthcare system. We have accomplished this not only now but during the entire pandemic.
4.Mask mandates for the vaccinated decreases confidence in the vaccine and only
discourages people on the fence from getting it. I encounter this belief in my office on a daily
basis. 5. Despite what people think or what the internet is reporting, there is only one reason
why someone cannot get the COVID vaccine. That is someone who had a severe reaction to
the COVID vaccine in the past (11 case per 1 million doses or .0011% of the population).
People who are immunocompromised or with autoimmune diseases are actually encouraged to
get this vaccine in order to protect themselves. 99.89% of individuals 12 years and older can
safely get this vaccine. If they are not getting immunized, it is their choice and not because
they can't. To summarize my position as a parent and physician, a mask mandate for anyone
12 years of age or older is unnecessary, an unreasonable expectation and completely infringes
on an individual's freedoms. With the exception of 0.0011% of this age group, they should all
be vaccinated. If they've chosen not to get the vaccine, which one can walk in to any
pharmacy and get for not cost to them, then they or their family have made their choice. Stop
requiring the responsible people of our society to make up for the narrow mindedness and
irresponsible behavior of the rest (which is a minority by the way). In regards to children under
the age of 12, who are not eligible yet for the vaccine, while wearing masks might be
reasonable, the emphasis should be on getting that EUA for this age group. While I do not
agree with mandating this age group, or any age group, to wear a mask, this is the only
scenario I feel could actually make an impact on the spread of this virus. As our educators and
health officials it is your job to look out for the overall well being of our community, especially
our children. Please stop kowtowing to political pressure, the media, and the vocal minority of
fearful people. Sincerely, Neil Goldberg, MD FAAP
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Close our boarder to even make sense of this debate

8/15/2021 9:37 PM
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If people are scared of the virus, they should have the choice to do what they want. They
should keep their children home if they are scared. I want my children in person, no mask. I
want them to see faces. I want them to show their face. People who live in fear should stay
home.

8/15/2021 9:36 PM
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I don’t believe it helps with the younger ages , they don’t even wear them properly and even
makes it hard for the teachers to hear them.

8/15/2021 9:36 PM

1205

I do not support mask mandates in schools. Masking should be left up to parents.

8/15/2021 9:36 PM

1206

Currently, children ages 5-12 are at a lower risk for Covid-19. I feel it is important for teachers
need to be very careful but it is unrealistic to expect younger children to wear a mask for 6-8
hours a day. We need to have doctors advise us of the most safe precautions, not politicians.
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I am against a mandate for masks. Citizens and Parents should decide what is best for them
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and their children. Young children can’t wear masks properly and could increase risk of
infections handling them improperly. Please also consider children with disabilities impairing
their learning environment further. A mandate would bring additional stress to teachers being
mask police instead of concentrating on teaching. Colorado already has a mental health crisis
for children and a mask mandate will cause further physiological distress on our children. A
mask mandate should not be determined by individuals demanding one.
1208

I am a preschool teacher in there is absolutely no way to teach students how to learn their
sounds let alone anything wearing a mask.

8/15/2021 9:35 PM

1209

My name is Celestina Lobato and I am writing in opposition of the mask mandates. The patient
bill of rights states that we have the right to informed consent and to accept or decline any
medical intervention. This includes when it’s being imposed on us by private businesses.
Medical interventions include masks, distancing, testing and oral intravenous therapies.
According to the department of justice, our “Federal civil rights cannot be waived” even “during
emergencies.” Only parents know what’s best for their child. It’s not the job of the district or
Tri-county to decide if my children wear a mask. Stay in your lane and leave it up to the
parents!

8/15/2021 9:33 PM

1210

While it may be a mild inconvenience to wear masks indoors, we strongly believe it would be
the best course of action for schools in our district to proactively wear masks while indoors to
minimize the transmission of COVID. We expect to see that our school district make a
decision to wear masks and not put this on parents to make a decision to promote unity and
truly show that the children's health and safety are at the utmost priority.

8/15/2021 9:32 PM

1211

There is not a single study on masks that has a control group or that is kids ONLY. There is no
science to back the masking, especially considering that the flu kills 480 kids a year on
average, while covid has taken 300 in a year and a half, all of which had preexisting
conditions. I firmly believe that masking is child abuse.

8/15/2021 9:32 PM

1212

As a senior at ThunderRidge High School, and having only one full year of high school, I
believe that it should be a choice to wear masks for students. High Schoolers are at an age
where they usually start making decisions on their own, so why take away that freedom and
force everyone to do something that they don't want to do ?

8/15/2021 9:31 PM

1213

Why have we been allowing politics and ignorance to dictate our decisions about the well-being
of our children? Why have collective groups, who are supposed to care and protect its citizens,
been pandering to those who do not care about the collective well-being? Instead we are
pandering to those who protest their "freedoms are being infringed on." Why are we not
following “STRONG, SCIENCE-BASED recommendations”? The CDC guidelines and many
evidence-based studies are clear--why haven't we been following them? Why has the outlook
been now, let's wait and see and take action once it gets bad? Why aren't we using a simple,
low-cost and effective way to reduce contagion and keep our kids in the social learning
environments they need to thrive? A mask is a simple, low-cost, ubiquitous, and almost time
negative behavior to utilize to protect others—but only when used collectively. My son, who
was held back last year due to the pandemic and lack of consistent protocols initially, has now
started kindergarten. Since the pandemic began he has consistently, and without fail, chosen
to wear his mask in public. He is not even of an age where known to spread the virus like
children of older age, yet he wants to do it, to protect his own health, kids around him and his
family. Who can infer or extrapolate older children who spread COVID at similar rates of adults
cannot do the same? Is our entire societal model not based on the malleability and adaptability
of children? Rules, like seatbelt laws, having children in school, etc...are often in place to
control the parents, no? Is this not a case where that too would perhaps benefit our larger
society's health?! Every day I think about pulling him from his kindergarten year and home
schooling him because I do not believe I can trust the school district, the County, nor the
State, to have our children's protection as a top-priority. Our children, who at this age are
unprotected, NOT by choice, NOT by politics, but because they CANNOT obtain a vaccine.
On top of all of the other concerns that befall us as parents, this lack of proactivity and
protection is criminal. How are we failing to protect them now by mandating a simple cloth
mask? I am disappointed in the School District’s interpretation of not only clear CDC
guidelines, but also for failure of TCHD to provide the School District with concrete guidelines
to mandate and follow. The time is past for gentle recommendations. Shame on all of you for
failing to do your job to put the health and welfare of children first. Uthona Mikrut. An angry,
sad, scared, and hugely disappointed first time Douglas County parent.
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It should be left up to the parents to decide if there child should wear a mask.
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1215

The true science shows masks do not work in stopping the virus. Our youngsters are not at
high risk for the dangers of Covid. We’re done with the mask nonsense. Let these kids get
back to school & be kids. If some parents wants their kids to wear masks let them.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

1216

Masks should be a choice. We need to stop imposing them on our children. Thing of the long
term effects to them. Let our children go back to normal. Enough of this. We will never
eradicate this....never. Stop the madness. We don’t do this for the flu and more people die
from that every year with a vaccine. Please...give the choice to the parents. This is USA not
China!!!!!

8/15/2021 9:28 PM
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Do not mask our kids!

8/15/2021 9:28 PM

1218

These are not consenting adults. No scientific studies have been done that suggest masking a
child will prevent contraction or spread of this virus to or from other children or adults. Not only
are children unknowingly non compliant in regards to “proper mask use”, but also no tests have
been done that show the physical and mental effects caused by forcing a child to wear a
mask. A Mask mandate for children has no scientific basis, is irresponsible and has no place
in schools. These are our children, not your guinea pigs. Parents are responsible for their
individual child’s health, not a multi county health board.

8/15/2021 9:28 PM
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We need to rely on the direction CDC provides.
They use expert advice and recommend indoor masking for all individuals age 2 and older. We
see cases rising among children, and the risks are real--hospitalizations, lingering effects,
increased transmission to others. Keeping children in school, where they learn best, is a
priority, and masks are the way to decrease the likelihood of quarantines until a vaccine for
children is available. As a former elementary teacher and grandparent to three children ages 4,
7, and 10, this is critical to our family. The 7- and 10-year-olds feel pressured by classmates
not to wear their masks. The morning news showed a Dallas doctor saying that there is not
one ICU bed remaining in the city for a child. We owe our children better than this.

8/15/2021 9:27 PM
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No Masks or distancing should be in effect.

8/15/2021 9:26 PM

1221

Our sweet, sweet kids have endured a tremendous amount of strain in their physical,
emotional, and social worlds the past 18 months. Science shows that while kids may get the
Delta variant, the vast VAST majority of kids have zero complications. We are teaching kids to
fear irrationally while also stunting their emotional well-being with masks. I am confident that
while the teachers do the best they can to enforce mandates with masks, it is a constant
battle that gets in the way of everything. If anyone would like to wear a mask, I fully support
their right to do so. But science does not support mandating this for kids who are otherwise
healthy. Please, please free our children.

8/15/2021 9:26 PM
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I urge you to require masks, especially at elementary, until at least they can be vaccinated.
None of my three can handle another remote year.

8/15/2021 9:25 PM

1223

Please do not mask our children. My children have so much anxiety and one of them suffers
from depression and masks only make them feel more isolated. Let them breathe fresh air and
see people’s faces!

8/15/2021 9:24 PM

1224

Wearing masks is the most minimal effort possible to help prevent the spread and further
mutation of Covid-19.

8/15/2021 9:24 PM

1225

Masking 5 thru 12 yr. students is not backed by science or justified by your ruling. Colorado
does not have a mask mandate - it should not be in schools either.

8/15/2021 9:24 PM

1226

Schools should not be treated any differently than any other heavily populated venue, such as
stores, theaters, and churches...all of which do not mandate masks at all.

8/15/2021 9:22 PM

1227

Please require masks. Also, please make lunch accommodations so that kids are not sitting
indoors next to each other while eating.

8/15/2021 9:22 PM
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No mask in school or at school events.

8/15/2021 9:20 PM

1229

Our children do not need masks. There are no studies that show masks work or not. The Flu
has proven to be more dangerous for children and I did not see Tri County Health requiring
masks prior? Let us have freedom of choice. Those that wish to wear them, should be allowed.
Those that wish not to wear them should also be allowed. Allow parents to have the freedom of
choice.

8/15/2021 9:18 PM
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Even the CDC admits that the masks don't have any effect on preventing the virus from
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spreading. These kifs nedd to breathe and be free of the government tyra6.
1231

Among so many other things, Think about our kids with learning disabilities & how they need to
see faces to help them learn. Also, kids can’t see through their glasses with masks on.

8/15/2021 9:17 PM

1232

Please do not mandate masks. This should be an option that each individual makes for what
they feel is best for their children. It should not come from anyone else, including politicians,
school boards, or teachers. Keep politics out of our schools.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

1233

I support a universal mask policy for elementary school students (presence of children under
11). As they are unable to get vaccinated at this time and the Delta variant is significantly
more dangerous for younger children then COVID was last year, I would feel better knowing the
kids were trying to protect themselves. When all kids are not required to wear a mask, it
makes it harder to regulate and keep the masks on the kids who want to wear them regardless.
Masks will also protect kids, teachers, staff and families from carriers that are a-symptomatic
so they dont spread it into the community.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

1234

I am opposed to mandatory mask mandates in DCSD schools. Health risk, especially to
younger children remains quite low, and we have data from multiple other western countries
who never had mask mandates or school lockdowns that it is questionable how effective
masking is at slowing secondary spread. There are psychological impacts to masking and
other isolation measures. Children observe facial expressions for social queues. I would much
rather see schools implement daily temperature checks and monitoring for symptoms than
mandating masks for students. Which is what Germany recently mandated as their response
to Delta variant for primary school students.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

1235

Masks should be required in schools until everyone is eligible for the vaccine. My 6 year old
has two students in her class that wear a mask. My 8 year old has a few more. Masks do not
work unless they all wear them. My kids want to learn in person and want to stay healthy!
Masks are one of the easiest things we can do to help ensure this. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:16 PM

1236

No mandate

8/15/2021 9:15 PM

1237

Please have kids wear masks in school until we get a vaccine for 5 to 11

8/15/2021 9:15 PM

1238

We need to do everything we can to keep kids and staff safe while in school.

8/15/2021 9:14 PM

1239

Now that the vaccine is available to any adult that wants it, who are we trying to protect? Any
adult that wants to be protected and feels like their risks are significant can do so. Any adult
that isn't vaccinated is making the conscious choice not to do so at this point. Children are
almost entirely unaffected in any serious way (not totally, but the numbers are so low, they
barely move the needle). A total (as of July 21) of 327 children (under 18) have died of Covid in
the United States. In a similar 18 month period normally, that wouldnt make the top 40 things
that killed kids. At the same time, studies have been done showing a sharp increase in suicide
and attempted suicide during Covid among children. One study in the UK showed 5X the
number. By treating our children weird, we are doing more harm than good...both socially and
educationally.

8/15/2021 9:13 PM

1240

I believe if people feel concerned about covid they should be allowed to send their child to
school in a mask, or opt to distance learn. I do not however, believe it is constitutional to be
required. That is not anyone's choice to make about my child but my own.

8/15/2021 9:13 PM

1241

Everyone has the right to choose their means of health protection.

8/15/2021 9:12 PM

1242

I believe it is best for everyone to make their own decision on mask in the school setting. The
main point I want to bring up for this is the children’s development. I have a young child in
school and learning social skills and facial queues is important durning this age. When children
have to wear mask they are not able to develop an understanding facial queues and emotions
of others. Moreover, being able to express themselves. Also this is the most formative time to
learn reading and proper annunciation of the words and sounds. These are fundamental skills
our children need to grow developmentally. I chose the public school setting for my child to
gain knowledge accidentally and socially. Learning and growing with other children to become a
well rounded member of our society. These are the most important years for our children to
learn, interact with others and learn to express themselves. If we continue to put the focus on
the masks we have forgotten about the children and their future. We are not seeing this
through the children’s eyes. They don’t understand even if we explain it they only can
understand part of it. Because as parents we don’t want to explain the fear and uncertainty that
we are living with daily. We cannot put that on our children just as we cannot keep putting the

8/15/2021 9:11 PM
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mask on them. How will they learn to deal with their feelings and other’s if we continue to keep
hiding them behind mask. I believe that as humans all living and experiencing this trying time
in our history we are able to make the best decision for our children and our community. At this
point in all of this ever changing environment over the past 18 months we have all learned the
importance and the best ways to keep ourselves and others safe. It is best to let each person
or family decide with works best for them when it come to wearing a mask.
1243

With the outbreaks already happening in schools and issues others states are facing with
surges and outbreaks kids under 12 should be masked to limit transmission until they are
eligible for vaccines for those that want the vaccine since masks are only protection available
to limit spread until then.

8/15/2021 9:11 PM

1244

We should not be forced into wearing masks or vaccinations

8/15/2021 9:10 PM

1245

It really doesn't matter what my personal opinion is. Research your facts on face masks - they
do not make a difference regarding COVID unless you are using N95 masks.

8/15/2021 9:09 PM

1246

I support to have mask mandate at school.

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

1247

Children and teachers should be mask free. I do support masking of those that choose
masking.

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

1248

All people should mask while indoors. It is the only way to protect those who cannot be
vaccinated!!!

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

1249

Please consider the honest research and science. Masking is inhuman and will do nothing
except be detrimental to the mental health of our children.

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

1250

Mask please

8/15/2021 9:07 PM

1251

Why aren’t we listening to CDC and pediatrics recommendations for masking kids 11 and
under? Why doesn’t anyone have a back bone to stand up against those making this purely
political? At least give our kids a chance until they can be vaccinated. Look at the stories in
Texas and Mississippi about their ICUs filling up with children. Why is doing the right thing so
hard? If people are that against having their kids wear masks they can stay home and home
school them. So what’s right to keep kids and staff safe.

8/15/2021 9:06 PM

1252

We all want what is best for our children. Most parents, including myself, have spent many
hours reading and researching Covid, masks, the vaccine, etc. I have yet to find one opinion or
scientific study that can’t be contradicted by another’s opinion or a scientific study. That
leaves each one of us to make the decisions we do in the best interest of our children. I feel
comfortable, based on my own research and experience, sending my kids to school without
masks. As a parent, it should be my right to do so. If there are families who are not
comfortable with this, it is within their rights to send their kids to school with masks. I do not
support universal masking. I do support a parent’s right to choose.

8/15/2021 9:06 PM

1253

I believe you should mask and/or vaccinate for the protection of all.

8/15/2021 9:05 PM

1254

I am NOT in favor of mandating masks for children of any age who attend school in the
Douglas County school district. We have all been under the impression that you would give
parents the freedom to make the choice that best suits their own family. You are contributing to
the stripping of freedoms we as Americans have been so blessed with.

8/15/2021 9:04 PM

1255

The Board of Health should only take input on masking from families that have children in
public schools. I have a son at VIsta HS. Covid isn’t going away any time soon and it is only a
matter of time before the Tri-Counties will be hit hard with Covid just like what is happening in
the South, if kids in our public schools are not masked. Looking at the Tri-County Covid
Dashboards it is clear as day the number of Covid cases have increased as soon as school
started this past week. In fact, the number of new cases each day is the same as it was in
May of this year, which was not as contagious as the current Delta variant. Unfortunately there
isn’t a magic bubble over Douglas County to keep the Delta variant out. Children in grades K-6
aren’t vaccinated and there is less than 60% of kids 7-12 that aren’t vaccinated either. Even
countries like Iceland, which has a much hire vaccination rate than Douglas County,
https://bit.ly/3CIY72e, is seeing a Covid surge in the unvaccinated. Requiring kids to wear
masks isn’t restricting their freedom. Just like dress codes or disallowing guns, knives, & other
weapons to school isn’t restricting their freedom either. We need to protect those in the
community that can’t be vaccinated as those children have siblings in middle school & high
school and have a high potential of catching Covid from their older siblings.

8/15/2021 9:04 PM
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1256

Masks should be mandatory for 12 years and under until there is an opportunity for
vaccination. Not requiring mask at this time is reckless. Children are entitled to a safe learning
environment.

8/15/2021 9:03 PM

1257

First of all, the options in question #4 are not thorough. What I prefer, and can't believe you
would leave off, is the most obvious choice: Masks should not be mandated, but should be left
up to the parents for all ages. As for masking, it is well known that children (especially small
children) do not wear masks properly. There is only marginal evidence that masks are effective
to begin with, and if they are not worn properly, they are at best ineffective, and at worst,
unhealthy. It is my view that if the board considers Covid dangerous enough at this time that
kids must be masked, they need to do the right thing and shut schools down entirely given that
any effectiveness of the mask is negated when not worn properly. If in fact the health of
children is in such jeopardy, how can the board in good conscience allow them to attend school
at all when we know masks will not make them safer. Therefore, there are only two options:
One is to not mandate masks, but make it the parents' decision, and the other is to shut
schools down completely until the board believes it is safe for kids to attend with no masks.

8/15/2021 9:03 PM

1258

Wearing a mask to protect against a virus and hoping you have protection, is nothing short of
putting a chain link fence around your property and hoping to keep out flies and mosquitoes.
Having been a combat medic, a paramedic with the fire service, I cannot recall ever the time
when PPE was discussed in the context of virus. We were always told that it is for bacterial
protection. Bacteria is extremely dangerous, yet we process and protect ourselves from virus
or viral infections daily constantly. I am 70 years old, and have not seen any, not one shred of
unbiased discussion saying that masks are protecting us from a virus. None. Especially in an
age group as our kids in school. There has been no widespread infections of the coronavirus in
children of school age. Are we to assume that the omnipotence of the school board
supersedes common sense? Everyone says they want to follow the science. Then let's do
that.

8/15/2021 9:02 PM

1259

Please let the families Decide if their child needs to wear a mask or not. Please do not make
them wear a mask to school . It is so important for mental health to let kids see each other

8/15/2021 9:02 PM

1260

I DO NOT FAVOR MASKING OUR CHILDREN. THE UNSEEN DAMAGE HEALTH DEPT'S
ARE DOING IN NEARLY UNFORGIVABLE. LET THE CHILDREN BE CHILDREN. VIRUSES,
ALTHOUGH THEY ARENT LIVING ORGANISMS, DO WANT TO SURVIVE, AND IN ORDER
FOR A VIRUS TO DO THAT THROUGH EVOLUTION, THEY WILL BECOME MORE
CONTAGIOUS, AND ALSO LESS FATAL. STOP THE NONSENSE!!!!

8/15/2021 9:02 PM

1261

This needs to be a family decision

8/15/2021 9:01 PM

1262

There has been a large outcry over cases. Cases are not deaths and we can’t take our eye off
the actual issue. We have come along way since then. Masking our children cannot and most
not become the new normal. Masking children has not been studied over the long term. Masks
have not been proven to slow the spread in children and we need to follow the science. If
people believe their children should wear masks they should be allowed to do so. The alternate
should also be true. Anything less is not worthy of our ideals a a nation.

8/15/2021 9:01 PM

1263

I was so incredibly grateful for my children to be in school as much as they were last year. I
know it was a huge commitment on the part of the school and its staff to continuously adapt to
COVID restrictions and recommendations. I would hate more than anything to throw all of that
out the window this year. And honestly, but not have at least 12 and younger students wearing
masks makes me think that as a community we learned nothing last year. I think we owe our
teachers and students the respect and support to do whatever possible to remain healthy and
in school. It is a huge extra burden on staff, schools and families to have to manage elearning
and I feel that we should do all we’re capable of to help them stay in school this year. I know
this is a huge decision, I hope the Board of Health considers the negative impact of students
being home over the argument of freedom to choose.

8/15/2021 9:01 PM

1264

Please please please don't mask our children again. This is very hard on them, completely
unhealthy, they don't work, it prevents concentration, is stressful and our kids DONT get sick
from this ANY worse than ANY other cold of flu. PLEASE read TRUE SCIENCE. The CDC is
NOT logical and makes no sense. How can you not see this by now??? "Delta" breakouts in
SUMMER..think about that? It makes no sense????!!!!! You have to see through there lies at
this point. Please be one of the smart people by now. Don't use our kids for their game!!! Its
just evil at this point!! Do research...REAL research, using the people they say give "mis
information" thats the real truth!

8/15/2021 9:00 PM
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1265

People wearing masks in public are breathing carbon dioxide and limiting arterial oxygen. They
are re-wearing masks and constantly touching them which more likely increases contamination
and the transmission of disease. Children have been unequivocally shown to not be affected
and not be spreaders, yet we have 5 year olds in school wearing masks and running on the
playground, reducing their oxygen with masks. Please leave this decision up to parents. What
happened to our constitution, our Freedom of Speech and the Land of the Free!

8/15/2021 9:00 PM

1266

There is not one legitimate reason for children under the age of 12 and thus unable to
vacinnate not to mask for safety. Every elementary school should be masking up at this time.
Futher, as dangerous as delta is, even the vaccinated should mask indoors.

8/15/2021 8:58 PM

1267

As a healthcare professional, watching the numbers rise and witnessing the long term effects
of COVID, masking of all unvaccinated individuals is the ONLY way we can protect our kids
and end this pandemic!

8/15/2021 8:58 PM

1268

I think it is in the best interest of the children in this district who can not get vaccinated and
also the community at large for our school district to follow CDC recommendations and require
masking. Our school district not requiring masks at the start of this school year was a political
move to keep people in our county happy and it is irresponsible. Protecting our children and
their families from this virus should be our top priority.

8/15/2021 8:57 PM

1269

Thank you for allowing me to share my views. Believe me I know this statement is by no mean
an all-encompassing opinion that leaves no room for opposing views. I’m not going to attempt
to argue efficacy of masks, what works and what doesn’t. What I am going to comment on is
personal choices. Right now, we are all keenly aware we are not (as a community or a nation)
going to agree on who is “best”. Glaringly obviously is there is no solution that pleases
everyone. The current position makes most sense. Masks are not prohibited, nor are they
required. If you want to wear a mask – do it. If not – don’t. Nobody is taking sides. It’s a
contentious issue. I get it. Those who want or need the additional protection know there are
measures they can take to take responsibility for their own safety. I simply ask the same
personal latitude in decisions regarding my life and my kids’ lives. The gap between doing
more to think of others and doing enough to think of others will never close. What decisions
are made along the way are personal and often private. But we cannot continue to judge each
other on action and ourselves on intention. It is ripping us apart. I know the argument is going
to be that my decision not to wear a mask presents a danger to others (even those wearing a
mask). But this is where I draw the line. I’m not going to be the bad buy. Neither will my kids.
Let decisions be individual and encourage respect! We are ALL coping and adjusting in
different ways at different time and with different comfort levels. We will NEVER all be at the
same place at the same time. Sometimes we move around on the spectrum, and we ought to
understand that and give ourselves and others the ability to move, change and adjust and
make decisions as they feel is best for themselves and their families. Have we gone so far as
to no longer recognize that truth and respect one another? We are now in a climate of
demanding my way or you are my enemy? Wow. And leaders (local and national) are not
helping to reduce that sentiment. If we cannot learn to be respectful of other’s decisions,
lifestyles, viewpoints, feelings and opinions then I have little hope. In response to your
considerations: Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing We
cannot be required to accommodate everyone’s individual circumstances. This could be
endless. Those in unique situations can take proven measures to protect themselves.
Potential impact on secondary spread Potentially. But not guaranteed by any means. We can
all make personal decisions. Schools can’t guarantee safety. It’s an endless and unrealistic
expectation. The gap between doing enough and doing more never closes. Enhanced in-person
learning (fewer disruptions due to isolations, outbreaks) This is conjecture. There are likely
going to be interruptions but wearing a mask may or may not make it better/worse. So set the
expectation that interruptions will happen and we will all do the best we can. Could reduce
mental health issues due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation
Masked people are the only ones getting bullied? Not exactly. I have seen it happen on both
sides! Neither are ok! But address the behavior and promote kindness. We ought to respect
one another. What we don’t do is force said position, viewpoint, or behavior on others because
it is being bullied. Someone called my kid selfish for not wearing a mask at school. Called him
a killer. This is absolutely insane. Does this mean we prohibit masks? NO! He can handle
those comments and he knows not to tease others who do wear a mask. For crying out loud
let’s just all stop this you vs. me and let’s make individual decisions, not be so tribal and
respect others may not land in the same place we do. But we MUST be able to make
decisions. Stop name calling “science deniers” or “freedom grabbers”. Stop! Should we expect
school uniforms next to stop bullying over lack of brand-name clothing?

8/15/2021 8:57 PM
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1270

We are people that base our decisions on facts and rationality and we believe that the decision
regarding a mask mandate for Castle Rock schools should be based on the same criteria
versus delving into the political opinions of the day, which includes current government
organizations. The facts are this: the COVID transmission rates among children are 0.01%,
which has remained consistent from the first COVID variant to the current Delta variant – this
is well documented with scientific evidence. COVID targets the immune compromised from
younger adults and is particularly harsh towards the elderly, but it has limited to no impact to
our young children. On the other hand, masks have a documented negative impact on the
mental health of children as they must try to navigate the emotions and reactions of adults and
children in their formative years without relying on facial cues and having mentors and
teachers keeping them at arms-length distance based on inaccurate, politically driven opinions,
not facts, and this will impact their mental health and their ability to deal with adversity as they
continue to grow. Additionally, our children attend elementary schools that have been open for
a full-week with the guidance that masks are strongly recommended. Even with this
recommendation, 95%+ children and parents have opted to not wear a mask with a primary
reason for their mental health as detailed above. This means that the school board’s
consideration of a mask mandate is based on a very small vocal minority and not on the
actions and beliefs of 95% of parents and children. This consideration is based on fear alone
as there is no scientific data that any variant, including the delta variant, impacts children. This
makes children pawns of adults that are only making decisions based on political beliefs and
not on scientific data, which is a dangerous precedent, especially when it is only advocated by
such as a small minority. We are advocating for choice that is based on the scientific data that
exists today. If you want to wear mask and you want your children to wear a mask, then that is
your decision. If you don’t, then that is also your decision and both decisions are based on a
0.01% transmission rate meaning this decision will have no impact on the health of our
children. We personally believe that the mental health of our children is more important than
political and a vocal minority and we urge the board to make their decision based on this
concrete data versus failing our children by making a decision based only on the political, fear
driven opinions of the day.

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

1271

Hello My Kindergarten child has been exposed to a severe case of COVID-19 (hugging,
kissing, snuggling on the couch, etc.), and she never developed symptoms. She has attended
2 preschools in the last year, where no children at either school tested positive for COVID-19,
only 1-2 adults. I felt like the school was one of the safest places for her to be without a mask.
They kept the grades/ages separate, socially distanced, and disinfected classroom items
daily. They were set up for success, and I think this is highly possible for ages 12 and under in
any school as well. For younger kids in masks, the masks carry more germs around because
these kids touch them constantly, let their nose drip into it, and get food and other items on it.
A mask has to be washed after school, versus having a facial wipe where the germs can be
cleaned immediately. It does not make sense for the mask mandate from a standpoint of
keeping clean. In addition, if the school district was incredibly concerned with the health of our
children, they would provide a lunch menu that allows for strong, healthy bodies. Instead, they
provide a lunch of pizza, chicken nuggets, mac/cheese, and cheesy bread. Let's look at the
big picture and provide food/activities that allow them to grow stronger (thus having a stronger
immune system), rather than providing an environment full of processed foods and minimal
nutritional value (which contribute to illness). Let's also look at the Tri-County's own data. The
number of cases are relatively low. In December, there were 329 cases in Douglas County, and
now there are 41 cases being reported weekly. That is a fraction of cases. For child care from
5/1/21 to 8/1/21, there were 3 cases reported for under the age of 12. Just 3! The average
death of a COVID patient is in their 70s. Kids under the age of 18 are averaging 0.4-0.5% of
the deaths, versus 75+ at 52-77%. The severe cases of COVID in young children practically
does not exist. Hospitalizations for this group hardly exists as well. In addition, for Douglas
County, it's reported that 92% of people are masking, which is a significant number. To add the
younger age group as a mask mandate at schools, it doesn't make sense when the case,
hospitalizations, and deaths are minimal. Wearing a mask for such young kids creates issues
in social and emotional development, fearing to socialize/play with other kids and creating
isolation, at a time when socialization and play are so important to the development of their
mind, emotions and body. Please consider allowing parents to make the decision to mask their
child or not, based on their own family's needs and values. This is not a high-risk group, and
they will flourish this school year to interact normally with other kids/teachers. Thank you for
allowing parents to make decisions for their children!

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

1272

My family supports a mask mandate for children 11 and younger until a time when this age
group has the opportunity to become fully vaccinated. Our 6 year old daughter has a congenital
heart defect. She had 3 open heart surgeries by her 3rd birthday and is now living with 1/2 a

8/15/2021 8:56 PM
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functioning heart. My children are wearing FDA registered KN95's in school due to the lack of
masking and social distancing measures being implemented. We have very few options this
year and feel our child and others like her should have the opportunity to attend school safely. I
feel masks should become optional once this age group can be fully vaccinated. It is a shame
that schools are doing very little to help curb the spread of this virus. At a minimum, social
distancing measures should be implemented without a mask mandate in place.
1273

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) recommend universal masking in indoor settings, so it would be logical and
appropriate if our local health department followed these recommendations. Students under the
age of 12 are not yet eligible for the Covid vaccine, so it would be best to put this mitigation
strategy in place since the more contagious Delta variant is highly transmissible in our
community.

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

1274

How masks were required basically all of last year when COVID was NOT affecting our
children, but now we know with the new delta variant of COVID it is and yet masks are not
required is absolutely ridiculous. Protect our kids and keep them in school. Please require
masks.

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

1275

Please help protect the health of those unable to vaccinate. It is unconscionable and
irresponsible, if we can take a simple step to protect our children and help keep them learning
in-person; and do not.

8/15/2021 8:56 PM

1276

I hope that the Board of Health is not simply assuming that masks are safer. This is false.
Physically and mentally.

8/15/2021 8:55 PM

1277

Masks required for elementary students who do not have a choice to be vaccinated. Protect
our children!!

8/15/2021 8:55 PM

1278

Children should not be required to wear masks. It should be the parents choice. there are many
know side effects to wearing mass for children and there are long term affects we are unaware
of with long time mask wearing. The health of our own children should be a parents choice.
You have no right to mask our children against our will.

8/15/2021 8:55 PM

1279

I DO NOT support mandatory masks or vaccines for our children!!!!!!!!

8/15/2021 8:53 PM

1280

It is a parents job to make health decisions for themselves and their children.

8/15/2021 8:53 PM

1281

With a majority of students not being vaccinated or unable to get vaccinated it is imperative
that everyone do all that they can to mitigate the risk of contracting COVID-19. This includes
wearing a mask, getting vaccinated when able, practicing physical distancing when
appropriate, and washing hands thoroughly with soap and water. This is a human health and
safety issue. Let’s take care of each other.

8/15/2021 8:52 PM

1282

It’s been scientifically proven that the best way to stop the spread of COVID-19 is through
masking and vaccination. Where our youngest children are not yet eligible to be vaccinated,
masking is the best and only way to keep them safe indoors.

8/15/2021 8:52 PM

1283

Any school that has students at an age that is unable to receive the COVID-19 vaccine,
should require masks for the safety of those students and their families.

8/15/2021 8:51 PM

1284

I am a HS teacher who has weathered the pandemic with Douglas County schools. I was fully
vaccinated in March of 2021. Wearing a mask all day at work has been a traumatic
experience. In addition to negatively affecting my mental and physical health, it created a
substantial obstacle in connecting with my high school students. Since students were also
required to wear masks, the lack of connection went both ways. In the last week, I have heard
from many students that the mask-wearing was the most difficult part of their COVID
experience over the last year. I feel that reintroducing a mask mandate will have severe
detrimental consequences on myself and on the students and their educational experience.

8/15/2021 8:48 PM

1285

DCSD is currently not requiring testing for Covid-19 when symptoms are present. Covid
positive test results will likely be underreported. Fewer parents would want their kids learning
independently, with email as the primary form of communication between students and their
teachers. Multiple schools are not offering remote learning currently, for students needing to
isolate due to a Covid-19 positive test. Teachers do not want to participate in synchronous
teaching (remote learning) due to not enough available or outdated technology, time
constraints, increased stress and needs for everyone involved. DCSD is hosting large size
gatherings across our district with a low percentage of face masks being worn and no proof of

8/15/2021 8:48 PM
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vaccines required (assemblies, back to school nights, dances, 5K, etc.). Social distancing is
not possible in many of our classrooms, hallways between classes, cafeterias, etc.. There are
students who are age eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine, but can't obtain this without parents'
approval. Their friends are concerned, that they could pass the virus on to them. DCSD
teachers are currently not required to report their vaccine status. Their wearing a face mask is
on a honor system. Our county has proven not to follow CDC AAP recommendations well.
Kids who are currently wearing face masks at school are part of a minority group. Some, are
already deciding to ditch the mask in order to fit-in. This has become a large scale social
experiment. Kids and family members, with increased health risks, have the right to a free
appropriate public education. They should not be asked to choose between in-person learning
and staying physically healthy. Public Health Matters. Prioritize education over politics. We
need to take proactive steps in order to keep our kids in-person learning. - Indoor Face Mask
Mandate for all. - Covid-19 testing or proof of vaccine requirement for attendees to large scale
school events.
1286

The science does not support masking for children and shows they do not spread it or
experience severe symptoms. School is a critical space for children to experience social
learning and need to understand full facial expressions to do so. I DO NOT support masking
students in Douglas County!

8/15/2021 8:46 PM

1287

Mandate masks. Rhe CDC guidelines strongly recommend to mask for vaccinated and
unvaccinated individuals indoors. As leaders to our children, i expect our teachers to do the
right thing. How can we ask our kids to do right if we do jot? How can we, daily, our teachers
and parents, “recommend” and “steingly” recommend things outside of this realm and expect
our kids to weigh the risks and benefits and come up with the best choice? Masks have low
risk and are of benefits close down the schools again if everyone doesn’t understand what their
complacency may be doing.

8/15/2021 8:46 PM

1288

NO Masks

8/15/2021 8:46 PM

1289

No Mask

8/15/2021 8:45 PM

1290

This should be a parent’s decision. We should not be mandating masks when kids are not
dying and most of the people who need a vaccine already had one.

8/15/2021 8:45 PM

1291

Many peer reviewed studies have shown that masks are effective under two conditions: when
the mask is of a material that can “catch” corona virus sized particles and when the mask is
properly fitted to the person wearing. N95 mask are the only mask capable of both
requirements. Masking students in N95 mask would cause a severe shortage of mask for the
front line workers who need them most. Mask do have drawbacks including health issues of
rebreathing expelled particles. Masking students would result greater health detriment to our
students both mentally and physically. Covid-19 now has a higher survival rate than the flu and
is most frequently a-symptomatic among those under 20. Please do NOT mask our students.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

1292

No masks!! Please follow the facts the science and not the propaganda.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

1293

Masking is the best defense for kids that are too young to be vaccinated. Voluntary masking is
not sufficient.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

1294

When will artificial intelligence take the place of people in instructing students? This issue
won’t go away until that happens.

8/15/2021 8:43 PM

1295

The science shows over 99.9 % survival rate. The masks don’t work the information that
comes with the masks even say they don’t stop the spread of viruses. It’s child abuse to
continue this period!

8/15/2021 8:42 PM

1296

Masking for teachers, staff, and students should be required. Students under the age of 12 are
not eligible for the vaccine and must be protected.

8/15/2021 8:42 PM

1297

It should be a persons choice on how to protect their body unhealthy factors in the
environment.

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

1298

No mask mandate

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

1299

Research continues to show the ineffective nature of masks as well as adverse reactions by
being forced to wear one. There is no reason for masks

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

1300

Masking does not help any of this. Let people have the American right to choose.

8/15/2021 8:41 PM
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1301

Our kids have loved the return to school and have commented several times how happy they
are not to wear a mask. Originally it was mandated to protect the vulnerable, like elderly. They
have a vaccine now. Let these kids live in the US where we are free to make our own
decisions regarding health. Our kids complained of headaches constantly when they wore
masks at school.

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

1302

We believe that masks should be worn indoors by all school staff & students. Neighboring
school districts including Denver Public Schools have mandated mask wearing for their staff
and students. By making a mask mandate, Douglas county schools will make it CLEAR that
we are doing all that we can to protect those who are unvaccinated and under 12. We have
learned that even people who are vaccinated can get the variant and pass it on. It may be that
the Delta variant is too contagious to completely stop the spread, but we need to do everything
we can to slow it down and masks are a proven way to slow the spread of the virus. Let's see
how healthy our kids remain if they start wearing masks at school.

8/15/2021 8:41 PM

1303

Hello, I am writting because my two children attend Castle Rock Elementary and my family
and I strongly oppose mask mandates of any kind. We intend to pull our children from Castle
Rock Elementary and home school them if they are forced to wear masks. The science clearly
shows that at best masks do little to help. But more important than that it is my professional
opinion that putting masks on our children is a form of psychological abuse. I think this
psychological abuse is on par with similar psychological abuse cases I would encounter when I
worked as a caseworker at Douglas County Deparment of Human Services. I have worked in
the mental health field for 8 years and have a B.S. in Psychology. I have worked with children
ages 3-18 in a variety of roles such as a suicide crisis counselor, school counselor, in home
therapist, residential therapist, child protection and adolescent caseworker, and more. I have
worked with survivors of sexual, physical, emotional, and psychological abuse. Children need
to interact and have human contact and connection in order to properly develop. A key part of
that proper development is learning non verbal communication when it comes to cues from
facial expressions. If they do not learn this as children it will be very difficult and even
impossible for some to learn it as adults. Not understanding facial communication and facial
cues will have drastic consequences in many aspects of their life. We take for granted the
vast wealth of information we communicate and receive from making and looking at facial
expressions. I will illustrate what I mean through some common examples that many of our
children will face in their lifetime. Your child is at college and they introduce themselves to
someone they are attracted to. They try to navigate a conversation with that person and after 5
minutes the person became so upset they angrily storm off leaving your child humiliated. Your
child does not know what they did wrong. They thought the conversation was going good up to
that last moment. Your child feels defeated and rejected, further perpetuating a negative
worldview on the person who rejected them and their own self image, thinking that no one will
ever give them a chance in a relationship, and making them more hostile to the people that
reject them. The reason your child did not know he or she was making the other person
extremely uncomfortable was because they had no capacity to understand that person was
giving increasingly negative facial expressions and cues that were communicating their
extreme discomfort with your childs approach. Your child thought that everything was going
fine because without understanding facial cues they misinterpreted the persons words. They
could not tell that the conversation was making that person uncomfortable and therefore kept
pushing further into what they assumed was a very clever and attractive way to woo this
person they were attracted to. In reality your child came off aggressive and inapropriate and
made that person feel uncomfortable and violated. Yet your child has no capacity to
understand that because they did not know what the problem was to begin with. They did not
know what the problem was because they can not understand what an uncomofrtable
expression looks like. And because they can’t understand uncomfortable facial expressions
and cues they never in their years of trying to approach romantic interests learned that the way
they were talking to their romatic interests was highly innapropriate and not right or okay to do
to someone. This example could also expand to the workplace. If you child has no capacity to
understand facial expressions and therefor has never learned appropriate boundaries with
others then this puts them at risk for extremely negative consequences in the workplace. Your
child might be the smartest person at his job. He might of did his best throughout school and
always studied hard and did his homework. But the majority of his school life was in a mask so
he never learned facial expressions and cues. So now your child is fired from work because he
could not tell that what he was saying to his coworker was making them so uncomfortable that
they reported him to HR and HR found what he did to be a firable offense. These examples
may seem extreme and unlikely, but trust me they are not. Human development is a very
amazing but tricky thing. There are some things that if we do not learn as children we will
never fully grasp. Take language for example. If I learn spanish now at 30 years old I will
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always have an accent, but if I learned it as a child I would forever speak fluently with little or
no accent. Or take a more extreme example, if a newborn is not exposed to light, eventually
the newborn will go blind. Why, because its eyes never have the ability to learn and develop
the neural networks it needs to develop their vision wholely and completely. And unfortunately
for humans if we do not develop these nueral connections when were young and our brain is
growing we will never develop them at all. With facial expressions and cues this is no different.
If our children do not learn how to understand and interpret facial expressions and cues now,
they never will. Their brains will develop without those nueral connections and pathways and it
will be to late. They will as a consquence be at a greater disadvantage then us in their
interpersonal and romantic relationships when they are older. We will have no one to blame but
ourselves. This is child abuse. When we put masks on our children we are breaking their ability
to communite more and more every day. We are stunting their emotional growth permanently.
That is why its abuse. If you take a sledge hammer and shatter your childs knee cap they will
never be able to use their leg the same way again. Well forcing a mask on our children is
shattering their neural networks so they will never understand facial cues again. And all of that
for a mask that has been proven to be effective by as many studies as has proven that its not
effective and even harmful. Thank you for your time and consideration. Robert Blasiotti
1304

No mask mandate. I believe as parents we have the right to decide what is best for our
children and our families. We need to consider our children’s social and emotional health as
well.

8/15/2021 8:40 PM

1305

Last year, Covid was seen as being "not as harmful" to children. This year, we see that the
new strands are much more contagious and putting our children at risk, especially kids that are
not able to be vaccinated. Our number one job is to keep our kids safe at school, and I believe
having masks mandated for all children who are not eligible for a vaccine would help us stay in
school, and keep kids from getting sick from Covid. Please consider taking care of our children
first, and ensure we can keep our kids in school all year!

8/15/2021 8:40 PM

1306

We find it unthinkable that we should allow political leaders to determine public health policy.
The data is clear, the concerns are clear, and the consequences for the long term health of our
children, teachers and staff are un calculable. You must protect the health of all citizens first
even if it is “uncomfortable”.

8/15/2021 8:39 PM

1307

Masking our kids has increased anxiety in our young kids and has not been a proven method
of stopping the spread. If masks worked, we wouldn’t be in this situation today because I
mask compliance was extremely high all last year.

8/15/2021 8:39 PM

1308

Please help to protect the kids. They don’t have vaccine or aren’t mature enough to take care
of their own safety. Let’s be more responsible and care more about others.

8/15/2021 8:37 PM

1309

High school age kids can get the vaccine. Those that choose not to vaccinate then have to
make the choice to mask or not. Those that did get vaccinated should not have to mask.

8/15/2021 8:37 PM

1310

Masking still spreads germs. Due to psychological, mental health and physical reasons, we do
NOT support wearing masks & taking away our freedom of choice in schools, especially at the
elementary level.

8/15/2021 8:37 PM

1311

Masking young children is medically ineffective and unnecessary, but it has numerous other
negative medical, psychological, developmental, and social consequences. Please do not take
the bait on this ill conceived proposal.

8/15/2021 8:36 PM

1312

Please make masking mandatory for all students as well as all teachers/faculty.

8/15/2021 8:35 PM

1313

I hope everyone will wear masks This is the easiest way to effectively control the epidemic!

8/15/2021 8:35 PM

1314

Masking caused great anxiety in both of my children. They have lost their excitement for
attending school and are both struggling making connections this year . They are overly
emotional and clingy starting this new school year as a result of such a bad experience last
year. They will not attend their local neighborhood school if masks return. As a kindergarten
teacher, I know from experience that it is not age appropriate in any way for Elementary school
age kids to wear masks. They are unable to learn letter sounds as easily as before and see
how sounds are formed with the lips and tongue. The masks stop children from making
connections and expressions with their faces . Have you actually witnessed little children in
masks?? They touch their faces many times a day and masks ONLY cause more touching of
the face and mask, which is inevitably drenched in saliva by the end of the day. This only
increases chances for germ spreading and bacteria to form on the mask. Those who would like
to wear a mask should , but the many should not be forced to follow the desires of the few.

8/15/2021 8:35 PM
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1315

Masks should not be required, but rather encouraged because the chances of a minor without
pre existing conditions dying from COVID is very low. Also, the TCHD should not control the
kids life, the parents should. If the parents/kids are willing to take the very low risk of going to
school in person, they should be able to.

8/15/2021 8:33 PM

1316

Last year, every time a Covid outbreak occurred, my kids were sent home, and my husband
and I had to decide who was going to miss work to be with them. This impacted my life
personally, and financially, and I am very concerned that more outbreaks will occur without a
mask madate, and we will have to miss more work. Additionally, my mother is a substitute
teacher in Texas, and she is terrified to return to work due to a lack of a mask mandate. This
means that there is one less person who can help a teacher if they get sick, and where 1
person has this fear, there are garunteed to be more with the same concern. The school
educators should not have to fear for their health while educating our children, and we need to
give them that

8/15/2021 8:32 PM

1317

Please let this remain parents choice. Wearing masks last year did absolutely nothing to
prevent quarantines and shut downs. The warning label says, “does not protect against Covid19.” Both of my kids, 8th and 11th, had the best week last week. No headaches, no dizziness,
no fatigue. They actually enjoyed being at school again and feeling “normal.” Please do not
make masks mandatory, this should be freedom of choice. If we go to mandatory masks, I
intend on keeping my kids home.

8/15/2021 8:32 PM

1318

Hello Mrs Brockman- I am Mother of a Legend High School student and a Cimarron Middle
schooler. My kids both couldn’t wait to go back to school this year. That typically is not their
sentiment however after last year a sense of school and normalcy they welcomed. They were
very eager to find out about if masks must be worn couldn’t have been more than excited to
start the school year without. They are devastated to learn that choice may be taken away
from them. I couldn’t be more upset either. I asked them after the first week of school how
many masks were being worn out of 10. They both answered “1”-separate times, not with
eachother present. To that I said “great, everyone should get to choose.” It was obvious to me
that it was that or less when I saw a legend Facebook post from the assembly in the gym with
the entire school. The ENTIRE side of the gym I counted 5 masks. I find it very hard to believe
that there is an overwhelming response to parents wanting masks to be worn. Can you please
report the data from this survey publicly so we can see the numbers. So much is hidden from
us I believe. The mental health of this children should be a priority and this is no where near
caring about their mental health. Kids I know are thriving right now without masks. Putting
them on in school for the entire day while patrons can go in a restaurant and take them off at
their table could not be more ridiculous. Especially when kids drop them, lay them down at
lunch, sweat/sneeze/cough in them all day. How disgusting. The side of the blue mask boxes
even says it does not protect against Covid 19. The cdc numbers have always shown children
have the slightest chance at getting it and recover almost 100%. I am 100% against
mandating masks. Please let it be a choice. Please for the sake of these poor kids that are
happy to be in school and finally feeling normal. Thank you for your time. Stacie Utz

8/15/2021 8:31 PM

1319

I don't think the learning environment is a place to mandate masks. After reading all the
studies for kids the mask are causing my problems and harm then what they were intended for.
Look at the metal issues alone that they are causing.

8/15/2021 8:31 PM

1320

It’s a myth that masks prevent viruses from spreading. The overall evidence is clear: Standard
cloth and surgical masks offer next to no protection against virus-sized particles or small
aerosols.(https://www.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?doi=10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.4221) I
agree with it and more concerns the negative impact to mask the younger children. The
parents should have the right to choose what the best for their kids not by anyone else.

8/15/2021 8:31 PM

1321

We have already had 2 emails from our nanny that her child has been exposed at school. They
have only been in school for a week. This is not fair to the children. They need to wear masks
be protected and be able to learn and interact with their peers with fears

8/15/2021 8:31 PM

1322

Getting the Covid19 vaccine isn’t the antidote to stop us from getting the Covid19 virus and its
variants. We have to layer the protective measures like continuing to wear masks and avoid
indoor settings for the sake of public health and safety. Especially with the Delta variant that
attacks young children who are unable to get the vaccines, we should be mindful and not be
selfish with our actions to protect them and those who have underlying health problems or are
immune compromised. I do not want Colorado health care system to buckle like what
Louisiana, Florida, Texas and Alabama are facing. One more death is too many when it can be
avoided or minimize. Those who have survived Covid19 but have become Covid19 long
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haulers may face medical bankruptcy and long term side effects as well. Therefore wearing
masks until we get the vast majority vaccinated is crucial in preventing the Covid19 spread
and protecting everyone.
1323

As a parent and nurse, I think masking in schools is incredibly important to protect students,
teachers, and members of the community. The AAP and CDC recommend universal masking
in schools and we should be following those guidelines. It is a simple way to reduce the spread
of COVID. Other schools around the country that have opened without masking requirements
have already had to transition to online learning (hopefully temporarily) due to covid outbreaks
and I believe masking is the best way to keep our students not only healthy, but also in school
this year.

8/15/2021 8:30 PM

1324

Masking our children in schools has negative effects on our children in numerous different
ways. It affects learning negatively, and it effects them mentally and socially. Healthy children
are not hospitalized because of Covid and adults in the schools have had ample opportunity to
get the vaccine if they are worried about their health. In addition it has been shown in
numerous studies that schools are not a main vector of spreading due to the fact that children
do not spread covid at the rate of adults. Please consider our children's safety in this. We the
parents have the most at stake in our children's safety, leave it to the parents to decide. At the
least, leave it to each individual student to decide. If children can decide how they want to
identify sexually and our education system is okay with that, they certainly can make up their
mind on whether they are safe to wear a mask or not.

8/15/2021 8:30 PM

1325

You need to make a wise decision in deciding if kids should be masked. I'm alarmed that you
only believe one side of the science and that would be the political side. Kids need to
communicate with verbal and facial expressions with their teachers. Vice versus for kids. Your
meeting to determine if school districts should have mandatory masking is another example of
the tyranny happening in this state and initiated by a small group of loud vocal people. Just tell
them to leave their kids home. Masking is harmful to people and unless they are correct
masks and clean they do not work, so please stop with the FEAR tactics. We are fed up! Do
you completely want the school system to fail and parents take their kids out for charter,
private, or home schooling. There are many other qualified doctors you are ignoring. Infectious
disease will never be eradicated, so stop with you arrogant, unwise decisions.

8/15/2021 8:30 PM

1326

Freedom doesn’t mean you have to wear a mask it means you have the choice. Same with
vaccine… I’ve seen 60, 70, and 80 year olds make it through corona virus. Not worth torturing
the kids again.

8/15/2021 8:29 PM

1327

Pray before you make your next mandate. This is America. Those who want to wear a mask
are free too. Those who want to get the vaccine are free too. Those who do not should not be
forced! Families have the choice of online school if they are not comfortable with in person
exposure. Stop playing at politics and stay out of our schools. The social, educational and
emotional damage you have done closing schools will be felt for decades. Again, Pray before
you make your next decision.

8/15/2021 8:29 PM

1328

Since children under 12 are not able to be vaccinated then masking seems to be the very
minimum we can do to keep our children safe.

8/15/2021 8:28 PM

1329

I support mask requirements because we are still in a pandemic and masking is a simple,
public-health policy for close-quarter situations until heard-immunity thresholds are reached. An
absence of a mask-mandate also means that children who otherwise wish to wear a mask may
feel pressure to not wear one for fear of standing out among their peers. My children are also
still too young for the vaccine and are at risk of contracting COVID-19 and spreading it to
friends and family. A mask requirement is a very simple mitigation measure to prevent or
reduce illness and avoiding further disruptions to their education and ensure that children are
not "shamed" by their peers for wearing one while a pandemic is still in progress.

8/15/2021 8:28 PM

1330

Children age 11 and younger have been shown to have almost no reaction to the covid virus. If
made to mask, it is more likely that a young child would get sick from wearing a dirty mask
than any actual illness. Children that young do not fully understand proper hygiene as do older
children and adults.

8/15/2021 8:28 PM

1331

NO mask mandate! Not healthy for children. Statistics show that kids weather COVID Very
well.

8/15/2021 8:26 PM

1332

Masks should be required k-12. The high schools are not doing anything to lessen the risks of
covid. They are having full school assemblies and it is frightening.

8/15/2021 8:25 PM
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1333

My first question for this board is, who is fighting for all of these kids to be in masks all day
again? Is it supposedly the teachers? My son was at his first week of school (elementary
level) last week and I saw virtually no teachers in masks with their students. If the teachers
are so afraid of getting this from their unvaccinated and unmasked students, I would think they
would all be in N95 masks or at least some kind of face covering and a face shield. So who is
advocating for this masking again? Where is this truly coming from? We were told before that
we just needed teachers to all have the opportunity to get vaccinated and they have been
given that opportunity. All teachers now in our district have either been vaccinated, offered it or
have had covid. So when does this end? This virus is here to stay and there is going to be no
vaccinating or masking our way out of this. We are going to need to learn to live with this virus
and teach our kids how to live with it as well, just like we have taught them to live with every
other virus on this planet. We need to teach true health habits, how to create a healthy body,
not that wearing some dirty mask all day long is going to keep them safe from getting sick
from their peers. By wearing these masks constantly their immune systems are being
effectively weakened against every single other virus. Exposure and natural immunity is how
our bodies were made to live! Look at how the numbers of RSV, which is VERY dangerous for
small children unlike covid, was astronomically high over the summer months due to kids not
being exposed during the winter. That is only going to get worse. Masking needs to be optional
and up to parents to decide. We are doing nothing for our kids by covering their faces, making
them scared of their peers, keeping them apart from each other. Masking may be necessary
for some children to protect themselves and some parents will still choose that it’s best for
their family to continue this practice. But that is not for every child and family. Please leave
this is the hands of parents to decide what is best for their child and their family. Thank you.

8/15/2021 8:24 PM

1334

All children should be masked indoors. The delta variant is highly contagious and most of the
middle school and the entire elementary has no protection. If you care about our kids being
able to stay in school, they should be wearing masks. It is scientifically proven to decrease
transmission.

8/15/2021 8:24 PM

1335

I am not quite sure why there needs to be a public forum to discuss whether or not we should
protect our kids. Its appalling. Do we not tell our kids to not talk to strangers? To not play in
the street? To not do drugs? We do this to PROTECT them so why is there a debate on
whether or not to protect them by wearing masks? The school board and superintendent so
there is a layered approach to protect my kids. I don't see that AT ALL. My 9 year old son
wears a mask in his class along with maybe 4 or 5 other kids. He said he doesn't want to go to
school because so many kids don't wear masks and he has to sit next to them and walk with
them in the halls. He is afraid. I see no evidence of ANY kind of protocols or this so called
"layered" approach to protect or prevent any spread. The fact Douglas County has a higher
vaccination rate is pointless. NOT ONE KID in that elementary is vaccinated and that who is
at risk. Vaccinated people can spread the virus so when they go home even though their
parents and/or older brothers and sisters are vaccinated they can get the virus. Our
pediatrician pleaded with us and said "please, please have kids wear a mask." Virtually every
other school district has moved to masks, at least in the elementary schools, why does
Douglas County Schools think their #$!@ doesn't stink? PLEASE mandate elementary school
children wear masks. PLEASE protect my children since Douglas County School District
won't.

8/15/2021 8:23 PM

1336

A mask worn by a child is the choice between parent and child. Evidence based science
proves masks aren’t effective. Even if a child tests positive for Covid the tests yield too many
false positives. If a child gets covid their risk of hospitalization is close to 0.. If the child or
teacher wants to wear a mask due to co-morbidity they can choose to do so. Masks and
lockdowns do not stop covid. It’s here to stay in some sort of version. They don’t mask up
during flu season which kills more people than Covid. Matter of fact I read a study today that
found masks decreasing IQ by 10 pts. Think about learning to read aloud. Common sense!

8/15/2021 8:22 PM

1337

No more masks- they do not work and are detrimental to the children.

8/15/2021 8:21 PM

1338

Please keep masks a choice.

8/15/2021 8:19 PM

1339

To Board of Health, Please do not reinstate the mask mandates in our schools. There is no
science to back up that mandate. Part of having a healthy body, is having the freedom to
exhale toxins from your nose and mouth. It is not healthy for children to be rebreathing the
bacteria and viruses that end up on the inside of their masks for an entire school day. Please
think about the health of the whole child. Mental health issues have soared this year and we
need to bring some normalcy to our children who are not effected by the virus like adults are.
Thanks for considering this view. -Amy
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1340

My children attend a Ascent Classical Academy and Lone Tree, a charter school. Masking
was left to parent choice for the entirety of last school year. They were able to have a very
healthy school year and all students thrived with the in person learning option. I know of other
private and charter schools who had a similar experience. Can we not reach out to these
schools as an example and learn from their success?

8/15/2021 8:15 PM

1341

There is absolutely no evidence to substantiate continued masking of children. They have the
lowest risk of contracting anything regarding Covid and the lowest risk of mortality. If any.
Masking does nothing but destroy our children’s health. Breathing in your own exhaled air is
very detrimental to the health of your lungs and body overall. Fresh air has been the antidote to
many diseases.

8/15/2021 8:15 PM

1342

Absolutely do not mask our kids-Studies show kids have a very low chance of even getting
Covid and much less having a terrible outcome-

8/15/2021 8:14 PM

1343

Please consider all of the science. For example the CO2 levels with wearing a mask, the
inhalation of bacteria, and the growing proof that masks do you not inhibit the transfer of such
small particles. Please also consider the mental health impact on our children and our
community.

8/15/2021 8:13 PM

1344

Its a sad day in our country when we are talking about our children and taking the choice away
from the parents in regards to their well being. Seems to me like history repeating itself;
Germany prior to breakout of World War Two decided to make restrictions and demands of
certain group of its citizenry that led to one of the most disgusting events in history. There are
other ways of handling issues of masking rather than mandating it for everyone just because a
few feel the need to. To each their own choice. If a parent feels like their kid should mask up
then let them mask up but don’t force all the kids, especially since there no solid scientific
proof that masks even work.

8/15/2021 8:11 PM

1345

As a teacher and a parent of two students in the Douglas county schools I AM SUPER
OPPOSED TO MANDATORY MASK MANDATES. Let parents choose for their situation and
beliefs if they want their kids and family to wear a mask. Same statement as a teacher. Let
teacher’s choose for themselves if they want to wear a mask based off their own situation.
Please let us live in this FREE country that our ancestors fought so hard for to not let
government and governing bodies control us! Thank you.

8/15/2021 8:10 PM

1346

Masking needs to be a parent's choice. The toll this has taken on children's mental health is
alarming. I work in the school district and am scared for my students AND my own children.
When does MY child's mental health become a priority???

8/15/2021 8:09 PM

1347

No more masks please!!!!!! Our kids are not able to learn as efficiently. I have two children that
both struggled due to not being able to read lips of the teachers. They are a distraction and
should not be mandated. Please let’s move forward and not hurt our children anymore!!!!!!!

8/15/2021 8:08 PM

1348

MASK UP! 100%! It is a small price to pay if it means reducing the spread of disease and also
if it enables our children to learn IN PERSON and not remotely. This should not be a partisan
or political issue. This is about providing a safe and in person learning environment for our
children.

8/15/2021 8:08 PM

1349

Why is the public being asked for commentary on mask mandates? You should be listening to
the doctors and scientists who have dedicated their lives to studying disease and take their
advice, which is that mask mandates should be in place to protect everyone. Those of us that
are vaccinated are tired of carrying the burden for those that refuse to follow the science. It's
time to mandate masks, as recommended by the experts.

8/15/2021 8:08 PM

1350

Masks are Is proven scientifically to be ineffective against viruses therefore it is unnecessary
for The concern of covid. Many signs many scientific studies have shown us that masks are
harmful particularly to children

8/15/2021 8:05 PM

1351

I do not believe it is okay to require masks.

8/15/2021 8:04 PM

1352

I am writing to you because I have learned that there is a possibility that you are considering
mandating masks on our children again. Please read my letter below with consideration and all
the respect and grace in which I intend this message to be received. In summary, I am asking,
I am imploring and I am strongly requesting that you do NOT force masks onto our children.
Our kids have suffered the past year because of the fear and unconscionable behavior and
decisions of adults, politicians and unelected government bureaucrats. Our children have lost a
year of learning - especially the youngest kids who need to see their teachers faces and

8/15/2021 8:03 PM
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emotional expressions the most, they have increased levels of anxiety, they have reduced
their academic proficiency at levels never before seen and Children's Hospital has even called
this a mental health crisis for our children - all because of lockdowns and masks. This is not a
request based on emotion, political affinity or conspiracy theories. It is based on thoughtful
consideration of the available data, statistics and evaluation of other everyday risks that we all
encounter, and primarily, because I love my kids and do not want them to suffer further. To that
end, I offer the below information that fully supports and justifies NOT requiring masks in
schools, most of which comes from your website and other sources which include the links to
the data; 1. Covid case counts in our tri-county area are stable from when the mask mandate
was lifted in the May/June timeframe and are corresponding to levels in April 2020 - a spike is
not a reality 2. ICU beds taken by covid patients in our tri-county area currently are ~5% of
hospital capacity (recall this is one of two primary reasons lockdowns and masks were even
contemplated - the millions of deaths which never happened was the second reason which also
never happened) 3. Children are largely unaffected by covid and largely do not transmit ( A
North Carolina study conducted before vaccines were available found not a single case of
student-to-teacher transmission when 90,000 students were in school.) 4. Less than 400
children in the entire US have died of covid and the CDC will not confirm if they were already
sick or had a comorbidity, which they likely did. Also, children who do develop Covid
symptoms are at minimal risk of “long Covid,” according to a Lancet study published Aug. 3:
“Almost all children had symptom resolution by 8 weeks, providing reassurance about longterm outcomes.” 5. Last year showed the highest rates of drug overdose fatalities in young
people, exorbitant increase in depression medication prescriptions for kids and untold
psychological damage - this must be weighed heavily 6. The average age of death in the tricounty area is 76 and only .05% of people who have died in the tri-county area were under 18 it is awful that anyone has died from this virus - but covid is of the smallest of risks to our
children 7. There is not one study that justifies kids wearing masks AND “Many of the face
cloth coverings that people wear are not very effective in reducing any of the virus movement
in or out,” epidemiologist Michael Osterholm, who served on the Biden transition team’s Covid
task force 8. Anyone can get a vaccine - it's free and available to anyone over 12 as you all
know Please counter my data and facts. Please show me something that compels you to think
differently than I do on this. Pray tell me why my children are at risk and in danger when it
appears there is not one piece of data that proves this to be the case. I beg you to share your
perspective on how masks can be reasonably justified and enlighten me where I am unable to
see this light. Any action by you to mandate masks on our children again; without any reason,
data, statistics or rational argument to justify going back into a situation, which has proven to
be the most injurious 18 months our children have ever experienced, will be received with the
strongest rebuke from this community. We will be loud. We will push back. Will will not
disengage, in fact, we will engage you even more actively. We must not, we will not, allow you
to negatively impact the lives of our children and to use them as political pawns any further.
There is no upside for anyone in doing so. Please, please, please do not take our families
back down this path. Very respectfully yours, Erik Sources https://tchd.org/823/COVID-19Data https://www.covidchartsquiz.com/ https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parentingschools-mandates-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716?
st=bm61qs40bn58v9b&reflink=desktopwebshare_linkedin
1353

Don’t make kids wear mask. Let each parent choose what is right for their kids. We are fully
vaccinated and not scared

8/15/2021 8:02 PM

1354

Even if some disagree, masking is a simple and effective way of increasing the odds that our
kids can stay in school.

8/15/2021 8:02 PM

1355

I would like to express my concerns about getting no choice for our children to mask or not.
Choice is what I would like for my family.

8/15/2021 8:01 PM

1356

I don’t feel mandatory masking is appropriate at the High School and Middle School level given
students can be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 8:01 PM

1357

Both of my children were more sick last year with colds due to the masks. Both of my children
have ADHD and with that comes some things they can’t help. Like chewing on their shirts or in
last years case chewing on masks. These kids are too young to fully understand proper mask
hygiene. Please consider the fact that though mask may work they do nothing when they
aren’t worn properly. Which is most children and adults I see.

8/15/2021 8:01 PM

1358

I strongly recommend masking in our elementary schools. My daughter is in 3rd grade. We
contracted COVID last school year, when she brought it home from school from a classmate. I
now have long hauler COVID symptoms and cannot smell or taste properly. There are long

8/15/2021 8:00 PM
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term consequences to COVID that we do not yet fully understand. I think school aged children
should wear masks until there is a vaccine for their age group.
1359

First, whomever created the survey is either biased towards mask mandates or critically
inexperienced at creating unbiased surveys. The three options are (1) extremely for masks, (2)
moderately for masks, and (3) extremely against masks. This is the type of garbage I'd expect
to see from individuals or groups who already know what the results are supposed to be.
Pathetic. Second, The data for pediatric incidence of COVID-19 hospitalization doesn't support
mask mandates, vaccinations, or any other such mandates. More children have succumbed to
the flu each year that I've been alive than of COVID-19, yet flu vaccinations (which ARE fully
FDA approved) have not been mandated! The death rate among those under the age of 25 in
the United States is nearly one in a million for this virus! What we are deciding on in this forum
is whether or not to infringe upon the health care privacy and individual freedoms of children
and their families. Period. The data simply doesn't support a mandate. I'd be more than happy
for the board to share the positive rates of COVID-19 transmission from students to teachers
for K-12 in Colorado. Please, state it loudly and clearly so we can all be witness to the
amazing calamity before us! While I am of course supportive and understanding of those who
choose to wear a mask, it should absolutely not be mandated.

8/15/2021 7:59 PM

1360

Please allow us to choose for our kids and family to wear a mask or not. Wearing the mask
has such a negative effect on our kids and I feel it should be each families decision to wear a
mask or not. My children attended BASE for summer and they did not have any issues with
Covid. We felt safe and our kids had an enjoyable summer.

8/15/2021 7:59 PM

1361

Please continue to allow masks to be an individual choice rather than a mandate for our
children. They deserve to be able to have their right to attend public school without wearing a
mask. Parents who are afraid have the choice to vaccinate, mask, and attend school in person
or keep their child at home with remote learning options.

8/15/2021 7:57 PM

1362

You are free to wear a mask, DO NOT force anyone to wear a mask or get vaccinated

8/15/2021 7:57 PM

1363

I will absolutely NOT put a mask on my child and will pull them out and home school if this is
mandated. I oppose mask in every setting. This should not be your decision… you did not birth
my child! The seasonal flu kills more kids than covid. Do your research!

8/15/2021 7:56 PM

1364

I am a third grade student, I do not feel safe in class without a mask. Please keep us in
masks until we get our shots. Thank you.

8/15/2021 7:55 PM

1365

It is not healthy for anybody, especially children to breathe in their own toxins due to having to
wear a mask for prolonged periods of time

8/15/2021 7:54 PM

1366

For the safety and health of kids, I vote for mandatory masks in schools for all students and
staff.

8/15/2021 7:54 PM

1367

I am totally against school children of any age being masked. There are many studies that
confirm that school aged children are at a very low risk for being infected by the virus, or
getting very sick, if infected. They are a very low risk for transmitting Covid. And masks are
totally ineffective in preventing the spread of the coronavirus. The virus has a diameter of
between 0.06 and 0.14 micrometers or 0.6-0.14 one millionth of a meter. Cloth masks and
surgical masks filter particles as small as 0.3 microns. Cloth masks are like protecting against
mosquitoes with a chain link fence. Now to the psychological and physiological effects of
mask wearing to children as well as adults. Children’s brains are developing and with masks
we are asking them to breathe their exhaled air with lower oxygen levels and higher carbon
dioxide levels. They touch their masks with dirty hands, they reuse their dirty, used masks.
They are more likely to get pneumonia from their masks than to get Covid without them. And
psychologically, we were created to be social beings, and we interact with the expressions of
our face. Children need to see faces, smiles, expressions. I could go on and on with logical
reasons for children not to be masked. Yes, people will get sick and die from Covid, but people
die from flu, heart disease, suicide, and many other things and we are not in a hyperventilating
fear over those things. We have to put Covid in perspective. Our children will suffer many long
lasting unintended side effects from being masked. Let’s treat Covid early and keep our kids
unmasked.

8/15/2021 7:54 PM

1368

Masks should not be forced on children. It should be a parents choice.

8/15/2021 7:53 PM

1369

Masks should not be required. It should be your own right to choose if you want to wear one or
not. Mandating a mask is unconstitutional, and you are taking rights away from everyone.

8/15/2021 7:53 PM
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1370

No available "science " to prove masks are needed for these kids.

8/15/2021 7:50 PM

1371

In March 2020, we freedom-loving, God-fearing, family-centric Americans reluctantly but
obediently agreed to a 15-day halt to our world in order to "flatten the curve". That was 18
months ago, and we know so much now that we didn't know then, yet this "we don't know
anything about the virus" mentality persists. Let's get you out of the dark and into the light with
the latest known facts that will guide you in making sensible decisions. #1. My child poses no
risk to other children and no risk to school staff. NO RISK. #2. The delta variant is following
the trajectory that any virus does, meaning it is far less deadly than its predecessor. If there is
a right time to take a chance, it is now. The data shows the delta variant will be on par with a
mild flu season. #3. As your customer, we demand that you not interfere in our own sensible
choices and the sensible choices we make for our children. #4. For at-risk individuals and
those who choose, they can choose to stay home or do things that appeal to them like wearing
masks and avoiding contact with fellow workers, students, and employees at restaurants,
grocery stores, malls, and wherever they choose to go. #5. Freedom is vitally important to
each and every one of us in America. Do not deprive us of it. Let each person make the
decision right for his or her family. All parents are obligated, if not eager, to individually own the
responsibility of our own health and that of our children, and we are all willing to accept the
risks of life. #6. You have your own common sense and you can use it. Don't discard it by
imposing draconian measures that make these children vulnerable, demoralized, confused,
depressed, suicidal, and more prone to health problems and more like to use drugs. We are
relieving you of the burden that you imposed on yourself, that of promising us our children
won't die from the delta variant and from the burden of their health and psychiatric problems
like asthma, depression, and suicide that your demoralizing mask mandate will cause. YOU go
take care of your family, and we will take care of ours. Let us each bear ownership in the right
proportions. Let us agree that those who feel more vulnerable have the choice to stay home or
wear masks, and that those who choose to participate fully in life can attend in person with
dignity and without a mask. Be the hero. Give these kids back their childhood and their
friendships and their dignity. They have gone without them for far too long.

8/15/2021 7:50 PM

1372

Please consider the mental health implications for children like mine, whose doctor implored us
on multiple occasions to wear a mask at school because of her risk, but will likely be the only
child or adult in her class wearing one. We did online last year for this reason but it feels unfair
to make her bear the full burden of this - she thrives with people. As a family, we were
aggressively sworn at by an adult in the community for wearing masks, and in another
incident, she was questioned by another child who pulled her mask down in a school-like
setting, so bullying people with masks isn’t hypothetical for us. We’re highly concerned about
her needing to wear a mask for health reasons but the potential mental health implications of
doing so.

8/15/2021 7:50 PM

1373

Do not force my kids to wear a mask! This should be up to the parents!!!!!

8/15/2021 7:50 PM

1374

Do not mask my child! Feelings and emotions are displayed primarily through facial
expression. Taking this core principal away from our children stifles their social development
and may lead to long-term severe social disorders. Children must experience the world
maskless and buildup a natural immune system in the process.

8/15/2021 7:49 PM

1375

I respectfully ask you to PLEASE take masks off of our children. This is a form of child abuse
as inhalation takes more EFFORT, a decrease oxygen amount on inhalation, stress which
increases blood cortisol levels(headache, fatigue) and impacts your immune system,
psychological stress and masks trap bacteria, mold, moisture CO2 promoting possible
development of bacterial pneumonia. I have had the opportunity to observe first-hand the
inefficiency of mask wearing while working in the Cherry Creek school district. The students
coming to me demonstrated fatigue, dirty masks which indicated the masks contained trapped
bacteria and moisture and the students would complain the masks were hot and itchy. In
addition, the masks impeded clear and pronounced speech as well as impacted their
socialization and continued language development. The fact that mask wearing presents a
severe risk of harm to the wearer should – standing alone – not be required for our children,
particularly given that they are not ill and have done nothing wrong that would warrant an
infringement of their constitutional rights and bodily autonomy. Promoting use of a non-FDA
approved, Emergency Use Authorized mask, is unwarranted and illegal. This mandate is in
direct conflict with Section 360bbb-3€(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which requires the wearer to be informed of
the option to refuse the wearing of such “device.” Misrepresenting the use of a mask as being
intended for antimicrobial or antiviral protection, and/or misrepresenting masks for use as
infection prevention or reduction is a deceptive practice under the FTC. It is clear, there is no
waiver of liability under deceptive practices, even under a state of emergency. As such, forcing

8/15/2021 7:49 PM
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our children to wear masks, or similarly forcing use of any other non-FDA approved medical
product without the wearer’s consent, is illegal and immoral. For the above reasons, I am
asking again that you PLEASE take the masks off of our children for the 2021-2022 school
year and let them grow and learn like they were meant to in our society.
1376

As a medical professional I fail to see the gold standard evidence that supports mask wearing
to prevent COVID-19 and so I will not force my children to wear one. Those individuals who are
most susceptible to the virus have the choice to vaccinate, elementary age kids have not
shown to be in this group of highly susceptible. Those individuals who feel more comfortable in
a mask have the choice to wear one. Those individuals who don’t feel comfortable in the
community can choose to stay home or mask, they can chose to home school or do school
remotely. My children chooses to learn in an environment wear they can see their teacher’s
face for phonics and reading development and continue to develop socially by being able to
see the faces of their peers. The social and emotional ramifications of teaching our children
that the air around them is toxic may not be known for many years and but shame on you for
perpetuating this lie for your own short lived political gain.

8/15/2021 7:49 PM

1377

Besides the obvious - children not being able to live a somewhat-normal life by being held back
by a mask, it also makes it harder for my children to learn because it’s harder to understand
their teachers. Not only that, how can we go to restaurants (even if we have to wear a mask
into the restaurant) and then take it off, how is that different from having children sitting in
school and breathing the same air? The most important thing we can do is keep children and
ourselves at home if we have a fever or any symptoms of being sick.

8/15/2021 7:49 PM

1378

Please make this a choice and not a mandate.

8/15/2021 7:48 PM

1379

I feel very strongly that parents, students and faculty should make their own choice and take
responsibility for their individual health. We take individual risk every day, and it is more
important to me that my kids can speak freely, smile and interact naturally as they develop. If
we are taking on additional risk of catching a virus, then that is our choice.

8/15/2021 7:47 PM

1380

Masking should be at the parent’s discretion, guided by medical evidence. Science does not
indicate significant COVID transmission among youth, so masks - even if worn properly - are
largely ineffective.

8/15/2021 7:46 PM

1381

I would like masks to be required in schools until children can get the vaccine. I also think that
children and staff should be required to get the Covid vaccination just like we require other
vaccines.

8/15/2021 7:45 PM

1382

It is our job to parent our children not yours.

8/15/2021 7:44 PM

1383

I'm 9, and I'm in 3rd grade and It would be nice. If we had masks in school.

8/15/2021 7:43 PM

1384

I am a pro-vaccination educator that 100% understands the impacts of Covid on our
community. With the Vaccine widely available I feel that those who are going to get it, already
have, and those that refuse, will continue to do so. The negative impacts that last years
protocols and mask mandated had on our students can’t be reversed. I think we move into the
new school year with mask CHOICE not Force. Let’s families decided for themselves and
those who wish to remain unvaccinated can take that risk. My school was in full time last year
and we had not a single case of covid transfered in building. We contact traced and did our due
dillagence cleaning. I ask for you to continue to allow us to choose, please don’t take that
away from our kids. I’m not sure my beautiful and kid theater kid will survive another year of
this.

8/15/2021 7:43 PM

1385

Thank you for giving serious attention to this issue. I'd like to express my strong support for
universal masking in our schools, especially at the elementary level, where children cannot yet
be vaccinated. Our schools should be a place where our children feel safe and can focus on
learning without worrying about whether their seatmate is wearing a mask. Please, establish a
mask mandate to protect our students!

8/15/2021 7:42 PM

1386

Good Evening, I am writing to state my opinion regarding masking our students, grades k-12. I
am very against reinstating a mask mandate at this time. I don't think that the statistics
warrant this type of move. The majority of conversation has been around our unvaccinated
population. When are we going to look at immunity vs non immunity. My daughter had Covid in
April, was barely sick, and still has antibodies. Why would I put a mask on her? I know that
several of her friends are in the same boat. I have been extremely impressed with TCHD and
Corey Wise, looking at the facts, and not buying into the fear. As a registered independent, and
left leaning voter, this has been a challenge, and my opinion has changed over the last year

8/15/2021 7:41 PM
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and a half. My kids and myself have been without masks consistently for the past 3 months.
We live in one of the healthiest counties in the United States. We have had Covid in our
house. I understand that some parents want their kids to wear a mask, and they still can. But
why must my kids suffer through an 8 hour day at school with a mask so that other parents
can feel like their kids are safe? Please read the following article in the Atlantic that really
made sense to me: https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/08/children-delta-covid-19risk-adults-overreact/619728/ Our children are not the most vulnerable population. And while
any child dying or being hospitalized for ANY reason is a tragedy, that's not what is happening
here. We cannot bubble wrap our kids. We cannot live in fear. IF I saw a convincing metric that
said a certain number of cases in the schools would warrant returning to EVERYONE wearing
masks, I would be more open to that. But, at this point, to just decide to mask a certain part of
our student population without convincing data, I cannot, and will not, send my kids to school
in a mask. Thank you for taking all of our comments!
1387

While it's proven that our youngest students (11 and under) likely won't die from Covid
complications, we need to consider several other sides of the mask debate: 1. Losing even
one child to a virus that we have proven, preventable measures to prevent is too many. 2.
These kids may get Covid and then pass it on to people in our community who's immune
system may not be able to fight this virus. 3. Studies have shown that wearing masks doesn't
lead to a decrease in mental health for this age group. If we can continue to wear masks for
just a little longer, we may be able to get to the other side of this pandemic with fewer
fatalities. In our house, the kids know masks are part of going out and wear them without issue
(even our 2 year old). We don't wear them out of fear, but the desire to protect our community.

8/15/2021 7:40 PM

1388

My child will not wear a mask at school. There is no gold standard medical evidence to support
the wearing of masks by young children. Furthermore, children are largely unaffected by covid
19, and those who are affected at a higher rate are able to get the vaccine. This is a political
charade that I will no longer be a part of. I am sick and tired of being told about douglas county
school district’s “partners” who are making these recommendations. I did not elect anyone at
the CDC, nor did I elect anyone at tri county health department. I did, however, elect the
Douglas county school board, and I trust that they will make a decision that is representative
of the majority of their electorate snd reflective of the actual science that is available to them.

8/15/2021 7:40 PM

1389

Masking should be a choice for parents and their children. Masking is not the answer. There
are many illnesses and diseases out there and hiding our children’s faces from society only
desensitizes them from other humans and teaches them that even if they are healthy they are
somehow yucky. Let our kids be kids and engage in the world as they were intended. Illness
and all. Now is the time for our children’s immune systems to be built up. Stop living in fear
and do not force masking among our children!!!

8/15/2021 7:40 PM

1390

Please consider the most reliable science and not political pressure. We endure the flu in our
schools every year. Please do not make fear-based decisions.

8/15/2021 7:40 PM

1391

As Delta spreads and other venues require masks, we should be following national guidance
and protecting our kids in what should be a safe place - school.

8/15/2021 7:39 PM

1392

Our students should NOT be forced to wear masks. The students need to breathe fresh air and
need to see other friends/ students/ teachers facial expressions. It is detrimental to their
development and social interactions. Teachers/ Staff who have received the vaccine should
not be required to wear masks.

8/15/2021 7:39 PM

1393

I don’t believe that kids should be wearing masks for many many reasons. The negatives far
outweigh the positives. We have more depression and suicides in high school kids. I’m your
kids you are taking away or not considering how crucial non verbal communication is. It’s part
of the kids development. It is mind blowing that these things aren’t even looked, talked about
or much less being considered. Oh and that’s not even talking about the most obvious reason,
air! These kids should not be wearing masks for 8 hours a day much less then expecting them
to play sports while wearing them!

8/15/2021 7:38 PM

1394

There are many studies endorsed by many reputable scientists and doctors that show mask
wearing for kids has far more negatives than positives. Below is a link to a WSJ article that
addresses all of the negatives (https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schoolsmandates-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716) To
summarize: 1. The discomfort of a mask distracts some children from learning 2. masks can
be vectors for pathogens if they become moist or are used for too long. Have you ever seen
the mask of a elementary student after one hour of wear? It’s gross. They chew on them. They
get their buggers all over them. They take them off, drop them on the floor, then put them back

8/15/2021 7:37 PM
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on. They go to the bathroom and then touch their mask before washing their hands. 3. May
exacerbate anxiety or breathing difficulties for some students 4. Some children compensate for
such difficulties by breathing through their mouths. Chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can
alter facial development. It is well-documented that children who mouth-breathe because
adenoids block their nasal airways can develop a mouth deformity and elongated face. 5.
Facial expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for young children, who are
only learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these
nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and emotionless interactions,
anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic development.
Additionally, Covid just isn’t a risk for children. 1. Children who do develop Covid symptoms
are at minimal risk of “long Covid,” according to a Lancet study published Aug. 3: “Almost all
children had symptom resolution by 8 weeks, providing reassurance about long-term
outcomes.” 2. Children have been known to transmit Covid, but far less often than adults do. A
North Carolina study conducted before vaccines were available found not a single case of
student-to-teacher transmission when 90,000 students were in school. 3. “ Many of the face
cloth coverings that people wear are not very effective in reducing any of the virus movement
in or out,” epidemiologist Michael Osterholm, who served on the Biden transition team’s Covid
task force, told CNN last week.
1395

Until such time that children under 12 can receive vaccinations for Covid 19 and its variants,
every precaution must be taken to ensure the safety of our children. This should include
mandatory mask mandates.

8/15/2021 7:37 PM

1396

As we are nearly 18 months into the situation surrounding Covid-19, I am appalled to hear that
the Tri-County Board of Health is looking to institute mandatory masking, especially on our
youngest children. 18 months in, we have plenty of science, peer-reviewed studies, and
information that shows that universal masking is NOT effective, and some short term studies
suggesting that the LONG TERM effects of masking our youngest children is doing more harm
than good. I know that you have been sent plenty of these studies that show this, but let me
just quote the conclusion of one study: "The existing scientific evidences challenge the safety
and efficacy of wearing face masks as preventive intervention for COVID-19. The data suggest
that both medical and non-medical face masks are ineffective to block human-to-human
transmission of viral and infectious disease such SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19, supporting
against the usage of face masks. Wearing face masks has been demonstrated to have
substantial adverse physiological and psychological effects. These include hypoxia,
hypercapnia, shortness of breath, increased acidity and toxicity, activation of fear and stress
response, rise in stress hormones, immunosuppression, fatigue, headaches, decline in
cognitive performance, predisposition for viral and infectious illnesses, chronic stress, anxiety
and depression. Long-term consequences of wearing face masks can cause health
deterioration, developing and progression of chronic diseases and premature death.
Governments, policy makers and health organizations should utilize proper and scientific
evidence-based approach with respect to wearing face masks, when the latter is considered as
preventive intervention for public health."
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZnH_YnywkHBPUiMHYiqPaut6AVRbMHq/view) That being
said...I believe even the question below this about how I feel about masking in indoor school
settings is biased. I have no other choice than to select that I do not support masking in
schools under any circumstances, but this is not correct. I believe that each parent should be
given the authority and the trust to make decisions that are appropriate for their child, and their
family. I fully respect that some people have different situations than mine, and feel safer
wearing a mask. My child and I have had many discussions on CHOICE, and respecting
another person's choice. LEAVE THE DECISION TO MASK OUR CHILDREN WHERE IT
BELONGS, WITH THE PARENTS.

8/15/2021 7:37 PM

1397

There is absolutely zero scientific evidence via randomized controlled studies that masks work
in school to prevent the spread of COVID. Most kids wear loose fitting cloth masks which may
be worse than not wearing a mask at all. This decision should be left to the parents or else you
will have a mass exodus from the public school system.

8/15/2021 7:36 PM

1398

Mask are doing more harm to our kids from a developmental standpoint

8/15/2021 7:36 PM

1399

I would prefer masks being mandated. I do believe freedom comes with responsibilities in our
society. I am shocked that we even need to vote on this issue. I thought it was common
sense!

8/15/2021 7:36 PM

1400

Please do not require masks

8/15/2021 7:35 PM

1401

I think it is just basic common sense to have our vulnerable youth who do not yet have access

8/15/2021 7:35 PM
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to vaccines to be protected by adults as best they can. Vaccines for the younger age group
are on the horizon and it just makes the most sense to wear masks until they have the option
of getting vaccinated. Thank you.
1402

Please mandate masks for all kids

8/15/2021 7:34 PM

1403

I believe it should be up to the individual parent. The government should not force children or
any one to wear a mask. There are no studies showing that masks are effective. The “mental
health” reasoning you have for enforcing masks actually does the opposite. Wearing masks
causes anxiety and depression. A leading cause of death in children is suicide. Enforcing
masking amount children will only increase this. We need to be looking at real issues among
children and COVID is not one of them. Mental health is.

8/15/2021 7:34 PM

1404

Mandatory masks will help keep our kids in school. Why wouldn't we do what we can to
prevent remote learning from happening again?

8/15/2021 7:34 PM

1405

No more masks for students. I support teachers wearing masks if that helps so kids do not
have to wear masks.

8/15/2021 7:33 PM

1406

Since the adults of our county do not care about the health and welfare of everyone especially
our youth, I think mass should be mandated for everyone that enters, visit, our school
buildings. This goes for teachers, students. administrators, parents, and any type of visitors,
police, fire etc…

8/15/2021 7:33 PM

1407

No masks!

8/15/2021 7:33 PM

1408

N/A

8/15/2021 7:32 PM

1409

I think it should be up to parents if the child needs to wear a mask. I am sorry if other children
are getting bullied because their parent has decided for them to wear it, but that should not
even be one of the consideration of why they want masks to be worn again. If the parent of a
bullied child is that passionate about it, then they need to pull their child out and into a charter
or private school, or have them online. I understand the health risk, but at the same time, I
didnt have them wear a mask before this pandemic because it was flu season, or when
another child had mono in their class. This needs to stay in the parents hands and not the
government or school district.

8/15/2021 7:32 PM

1410

We need masks for all students and teachers, regardless of vaccination status. It has been
proved that the vaccines are not as effective against the delta variant. We need to protect
everyone. My wife and youngest daughter are unable to get vaccinated and are immune
compromised. I rely on everyone wearing masks to help protect them. At Cimarron Middle
school where my oldest daughter attends, the choir teacher is encouraging the few students
that are wearing masks to remove them. How safe is this?!?! My daughter is one of very few
students and absolutely zero teachers that are wearing masks. She has already received
exposure notifications, after only 2 days of school. One of her classes has already had 1/2 the
kids out sick. If the main goal is to keep kids in school, there has to be some mitigation
tactics that exist such as universal mask wearing at the minimum.

8/15/2021 7:31 PM

1411

Without having masks in class, children can socialize better along with understand their
teachers easier. As a parent with a child who has a speech delay, masks do nothing and just
hold back her profession in therapy.

8/15/2021 7:31 PM

1412

Let the masks be a choice.

8/15/2021 7:31 PM

1413

Mandating children to wear masks all day is a form of cruelty. If parents are worried about
other children not wearing masks, they should home school them.

8/15/2021 7:30 PM

1414

I’m strongly in favor of a mask mandate to protect our elementary age kids that are not yet
able to be vaccinated. I agreed to in person learning when masks were mandated & COViD
numbers in our community we’re low. I feel that Douglas county school district is putting our
community & children at risk unnecessarily.

8/15/2021 7:29 PM

1415

Kids 11 and under are unvaccinated and should wear masks for everyone’s protection.

8/15/2021 7:29 PM

1416

I don’t care if people choose to wear masks. It should be their choice. If a mask mandate is
put into place I will encourage my children to make their own choice to wear it or not. If they
are punished at school because of that choice I will still support my child’s decision. Allow us
to make our own health decisions. That is not your job.

8/15/2021 7:29 PM
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1417

I absolutely do not support a mask mandate, and I would be happy to explain why, using the
reasoning that this forum laid out. 1. Masking to protect those unable to vaccinate: Any adult
or teenager that desired the protection of vaccination has had ample opportunity to receive
that. Anyone who has chosen not to vaccinate has therefore made that choice for themselves
and taken the risk upon themselves. It is not my child's responsibility to protect those who
have made an informed decision not to protect themselves. Why are you putting my children in
the middle of this discussion? Why do you want to force the consequences of other's actions
upon my kids by forcing them to wear masks? Furthermore, by sighting this as a reason, you
are as good as saying that masks will remain mandatory in schools until 1.) the vaccine is
approved for children, and 2.) Enough children have been vaccinated to have reached herd
immunity. This is a long way away and perhaps will never come since many parents will
choose not to vaccinate their children. I will not stand for masking my children indefinitely! It is
not in anyone's best interest and will hamper their social, emotional, and educational well
being. 2. Potential impact on secondary spread: I live in Douglas County. Our vaccine rates
are 69%. That is nearly 3/4 of our population who have received the thing that we have all said
will end this. If the vaccine works (which I believe it does) then secondary spread is not a
concern. Even if an unmasked child passes Covid on to someone, chances are that that
person is either vaccinated and the virus will not effect them severely OR is also a child. The
data throughout this entire pandemic has consistently and unfailingly proven that this virus is
not detrimental to a child's long term health. Therefore, with at risk populations highly
vaccinated and the unvaccinated (children) at a very low risk of hospitalization and death,
EVEN IF secondary spread occurs, it will not be a cause for much concern. Masks are
unnecessary and will only create fear and limitations in children's daily lives! 3. Enhanced in
person learning: To be honest with you, this read like a threat. Mask your child or we'll shut
their school down. My children have had their education jeopardized for the last two school
years. They have done e-learning, hybrid learning, have quarantined, and endlessly flip flopped
through the last two grades. ALL WHILE WEARING MASKS. What on earth makes you think
that a mask mandate will increase in person learning? It did nothing last year. It will do nothing
this year. Do know what will enhance in person learning? Vaccines. And I'm proud to say that
my county is doing very well in this area. Masks are completely unnecessary. 4. Could reduce
mental health stress due to bullying: As a mother, I'm grateful that you are considering the
mental health stress that bullying can cause. The fact that you are concerned about this
makes me hopeful that you will listen to your argument if it's turned on it's head. What about
the mental health stress that is caused when a child is bullied into wearing a mask by a
bureaucratic agency that is only considering the opinions of a small minority? What kind of
mental health strain is caused when children develop a fear of the air around them, of people
being near them, of any semblance of normalcy or routine being taken from them while they
are bullied into wearing a mask? What about the school disruption that occurs when a child's
speech development is hampered because they can't see their teacher's mouth or hear their
teacher's words? What of the school disruption that occurs when they see that government by
the people, for the people has actually become government by the bureaucracy oppressing the
people? I agree with you that children that choose to wear a mask should not, under any
circumstances be bullied! It is shameful to think that any family who is trying to do what they
feel is best for their child should be shamed or prevented from doing so. The road goes both
ways, though. Please remember that! In addition to the argument I've laid out, I would like to
point out that there is no reason presented by the data on YOUR dashboards for a mask
mandate. Hospitalizations remain low and vaccine rates are climbing. Yes, there is an uptick in
cases, but we aren't seeing hospitalizations or deaths follow at the same rate. We are
ESPECIALLY not seeing that in children. I beg you, let my kids have a normal school year. Let
them speak without yelling through fabric. Let them smile at their teachers. Let their friends
see their faces. Let them see that fear doesn't rule us, that they need not avoid others, or
worry about breathing! Please, honor my choice and right as a parent to send my kids to
school without a mask. I guarantee you that I care about their well-being far more than you do
and I still feel it's right to let them go to school without a mask. Please don't overstep. Please
don't make us doubt your goodwill and knowledge further than we already do. Please, no mask
mandate!

8/15/2021 7:29 PM

1418

As a 4th grade teacher in Douglas County, and the parent of a 12-year-old 5 days after her 2nd
dose, and a 9-year-old who's not eligible to be vaccinated, I beg you to create a mask mandate
for elementary-aged students. This isn't a matter of civil liberties, rather this is a safety issue
we must continue to take seriously. Teachers and all school staff work consistently for the
safety of our students - we practice fire / evacuation drills, severe weather drills, lockdown
drills and always strive to keep our students safe in these situations. The health of all students
should continue to be the top priority this school year, meaning masks should be mandated.
As a teacher last year, I was quarantined with my class twice, we faced 7 schedule changes,

8/15/2021 7:28 PM
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and I had to continue to support individual students who were quarantined throughout the year
while continuing to teach my in-person class. As a family, we have continued to wear masks to
keep our children safe and to minimize our own exposure. My husband and I have both been
fully vaccinated, but we work to continue to keep our children safe. Now that our oldest has
received her 2nd dose, we know she's entering middle school with some protection, but she
also understands that she wears a mask still to protect her brother. We have seen the
evidence that masking up helps prevent the spread of many illnesses, and keeping all of our
students (as much as possible) IN PERSON during school is the biggest priority, in my
opinion. The world outside is still covidy, and we need to continue to act in such a way as to
keep everyone healthy. *PLEASE* make your decision for the well-being and in the best
interest of our youngest population, who is at great risk for getting sick because they are
unprotected.
1419

I feel strongly that students should wear masks.

8/15/2021 7:27 PM

1420

I support masking of children aged 10 or older.

8/15/2021 7:27 PM

1421

I urge you not to mandate masks for children. The primary reasons I request this are: 1) the
strong negative mental health aspects of shaming and singling out students who aren't able to
wear masks 2) the negative mental health impacts of children wearing masks 3) the low rates
of COVID infection and spread of COVID for children 4) the nearly non-existent death rate for
COVID in children Thank you

8/15/2021 7:26 PM

1422

Masks are dirty especially on children. Mask are not proven to stop covid. Mask hurt a child's
learning they need to see facial expressions. Covid in kids is something like 99.8 percent
curable. Mask are child abuse in my opinion.

8/15/2021 7:25 PM

1423

Per the CDC website “COVID-19 Associated Hospitalizations by Age” the week ending August
7 (most recent data) there a total of 74 kids shoe 0-17 hospitalized during that time period. Of
that the age 5-17 that number is 43 hospitalized. The CDC’s horrible data continues as this
number is missing whether the symptoms are primary I’ll associated with the hospitalization.
Since March 2020 (520 days) , deaths for ages 0-17 with COVID were 374. Which even the
CDC admits may be overstated due to flawed data. The 2018/2019 flu season deaths for ages
0-17 were 477 (365 days). Even if the COVID data for 0-17 is correct that’s 374 out of around
75 million kids age 0-17. More deadly to this cohort are the seasonal flu, fatal car accidents,
suicide and drowning. In addition to actual data, the possible psychological harm of widespread
masking is an even greater worry. Facial expressions are integral to human connection,
particularly for young children, who are only learning how to signal fear, confusion and
happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can
result in robotic and emotionless interactions, anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is
a building block of phonetic development. It is especially important for children with disabilities
such as hearing impairment. Finally, given the facts surrounding cloth masks touted by by
Fauci of the CDC and the NIH Director who have admitted cloth masks are unable to stop virus
transmission this should be personal choice of the parent. Teachers and their families, along
with the other kids families have had 8 months to get vaccinated. If they made the choice to
not get vaccinated our children shouldn’t be made to suffer masks any longer. Masks should
be personal choice and left to the parents

8/15/2021 7:24 PM

1424

I am in favor of masks to lower the spread of Covid and the Delta Variant. I work with immune
compromised individuals and if everyone in our schools are wearing marks there is a lower risk
of my daughter bringing it home and exposing myself and my clients.

8/15/2021 7:23 PM

1425

Decision should be based only on science, COVID-19 data, and CDC recommendation. Survey
data should only be used as additional input. Politics should never be part of the decision
making process.

8/15/2021 7:22 PM

1426

It is imperative that we do everything we can to protect those too young to be vaccinated and
those who are immunocompromised. Mask mandates in schools are key to that task!

8/15/2021 7:21 PM

1427

No mask mandate. People are free to send their children in masks if that’s what they feel
comfortable with but it is not right to force on all.

8/15/2021 7:21 PM

1428

I absolutely DO NOT approve of a mask mandate for schools for both students and teachers
regardless of vaccination. It should be a parent choice for the students. If parents don’t want a
mask mandate, then there is a virtual option. I have seen first hand how wearing masks and
COVID restrictions have negatively impacted my children. Because of the debacle last year,
my youngest son is having to repeat kindergarten. Having to go virtual and then have school

8/15/2021 7:20 PM
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with mask mandates have proved to be detrimental to their formative years. Let’s focus on the
facts like the decisions were supposedly going to be made on. According to the Tri-county
health website, the current 3 day average of new cases is 52. That’s 53, not 530 or 5300. 53 is
roughly 0.01% of the population in Douglas County. Yes it’s up 175% in a month but when
numbers are sooooo small a percentage change is irrelevant. Also, the 3 day average in the
past 14 days is DOWN! Now let’s look at more facts…hospitalizations on the Tri county site.
I’m finding it hard to filter just on Douglas but the total Tri -county area is UNDER 20 for the 3
day average which is more than likely skewed by Adams and Arapahoe. That brings me to
another point…Douglas County should not be “lumped” in with Adams and Arapahoe. Douglas
County has had 1/2 of the total cases and 1/3 of the deaths since tracking. Yes the
populations in the other counties are higher but not 2x higher. Please consider the actual
provided data when layering a blanket over the 3 counties with needless restrictions. Neither
the new case or hospitalization data provided on the Tri-county site warrants any additional
masking mandates in school. If parents aren’t willing to look at the data and get our kids back
to normalcy in the classroom then there is always a virtual option for them. Our kids are
already behind due to last year and I’m not willing for them to get further behind. As if I’m not
clear already, I absolutely DO NOT approve of mask mandates in the school for with teachers
or students regardless of vaccination and I beg you to look at the actual data that has been
provided on the Tri-county site to not employ unnecessary mandates.
1429

Masks for all under 12. Masks for all unvaccinated 12 or older with verification processes.
Trust but verify.

8/15/2021 7:20 PM

1430

Douglas County has earned respect and praise by anchoring itself to pragmatism as opposed
to sensationalism, and I am proud to raise my family here because of this. The science
comfortably tells us that we are not putting our kid’s lives at stake by allowing them to attend
schools maskless, despite what is said by those that loudly thrust worst case scenarios upon
us. We ask that the School District allow its families to make the decision regarding masks
and to not force masks on healthy and happy children who have already endured enough.

8/15/2021 7:19 PM

1431

I appreciate you asking for public input on masks, however as an agency that is supposed to
be led and informed by science, the only input that should be making this decision is evidence
based. Please do not cave to the irrational comments of disillusioned privileged adults. This is
about the health and safety of children who do not have the choice to get get vaccinated.
Children are far more resilient than adults and they are far healthier in school with masks than
out of school away from their peers, structure and thriving learning environments. Thank you
for doing the jobs that your agency does. We need you to be strong! Do not cave!

8/15/2021 7:19 PM

1432

Schools are to teach children not get involved with their medical information. Parents need to
chose what is right for their child.

8/15/2021 7:19 PM

1433

I would like the board to allow parents to be the decision makers for their own children. I
understand the inherent risk to that statement but things we do all day every day come with
risk and I believe parents have the right to not have these decisions dictated to them. I also
believe the options in question number 4 do not give a full picture. I do not support a mask
MANDATE in any school setting. I support the OPTION to mask if a parent feels it is the best
choice for their child/family.

8/15/2021 7:19 PM

1434

This is called child abuse along with NO scientific evidence to support masks. This is all for a
virus that is nearly curable in all cases, with a death rate almost unheard of in children. This is
100% political and is being used to divide and instill fear within this nation in order for the elites
to fulfill their one world system agenda. Stop the abuse and the rhetoric!! This is the United
States of America, where freedom reigns and parents are allowed to parent! We will not be
controlled, supressed or shamed. Too many lives have been lost defending our freedoms!
There are a lot more things more important in life than power and wealth!!

8/15/2021 7:18 PM

1435

Masks should NOT be mandated and forced upon individuals. If parents or children feel unsafe
and would like to wear a mask that is their decision and not something that should be forced
on others. There is little evidence showing masks help and that COVID is that deadly. Let
people decide for themselves and let’s get this economy back to normal!

8/15/2021 7:17 PM

1436

Based on the fact that the Delta variant is so contagious, and that our youngest children are
not yet eligible for the vaccine, I believe that it is the smart thing to do to require masks again
in school. We are not yet through this and I would much rather wear a mask and have my kids
do the same, then end up having to go remote again.

8/15/2021 7:17 PM

1437

Students and staff should NOT be forced to wear masks in a school setting so they can focus

8/15/2021 7:17 PM
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on learning without hearing a muffled voice from their teachers and peers. Children need to
clearly hear and see the mouth movement of teachers and the questions being asked by other
students to fully grasp the lesson being tonight. We cannot let our children get behind in school
because they cannot hear or be heard clearly. There is also no science behind masking
wearing and what the long term effects of children wearing them for long extended time periods
is doing to their health and development.
1438

Please strongly consider the research and science-based evidence that children 11 and
younger should be wearing masks when indoors to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The
American Association of Pediatrics, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Children's
Hospital Asthma Care Team, Arapahoe Park Pediatrics, and every physician I've heard provide
an opinion are in violent agreement that mandatory mask wearing while indoors for children 11
and under is the least we can do to protect the children and keep them in school. My daughter
has asthma and has been locked down for 25% of her life mitigating the chance of her
contracting COVID-19, keeping her newborn brother safe, and protecting my wife who has
multiple autoimmune diseases. We're now, hopefully, a couple months away from my daughter
being able to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, and we're worried that her not being socially
distanced at school (she sits within 1 foot of fellow unmasked classmates) puts her at higher
risk for getting COVID-19. The classroom has asked all parent to not pack any snacks with
tree nuts due to a life-threatening allergy, yet even though COVID-19 is life threatening to some
children, we are not requiring the same level of protection for my daughter and her peers. I
strongly encourage TCHD do what's right, and mandate mask wearing until children 11 and
younger have been afforded the opportunity to be vaccinated. I would fully support a suggested
mask wearing policy once my daughter has had the opportunity to be vaccinated, but right now
it's simply not fair to her to allow children to be unmasked which research tells us significantly
increases the chance of spreading COVID-19.

8/15/2021 7:16 PM

1439

Masks should be required!

8/15/2021 7:15 PM

1440

I do not support universal masking. Our children should not be masked or isolated. Masking
and isolation are not good for social development of children. Masks cause a feeling of
claustrophobia and can be more of a distraction for students by causing mental health issues
such as anxiety, panic disorder, and depression. Let our children be children and don’t force
masks on them.

8/15/2021 7:14 PM

1441

No masks!

8/15/2021 7:13 PM

1442

Numerous studies show that masking is ineffective in stopping spread of viruses and is
potentially dangerous.

8/15/2021 7:12 PM

1443

Please, as a teacher in the DCSD school district, almost EVERY teacher and student I know
does NOT want masks. This last week of school, without masks, was GREAT! The energy
from the students and teachers was amazing. The masks absolutely stifle and DESTROY all
enjoyment and excitement from live in person teaching. Please, please, let students teachers
and families make their own health choices and allow them to wear a mask or not, their choice.

8/15/2021 7:12 PM

1444

I am in favor of universal masking. Middle School is hard enough without pitting kids against
each other over masks. Let’s use caution at this time. My entire family that lives in Florida all
had breakthrough cases a few weeks ago, with my brother being very sick. There is no perfect
answer, but I would rather see a mandate for the time being. (And since there is no distancing
happening)

8/15/2021 7:12 PM

1445

As a registered nurse who works in pediatrics, it’s heartbreaking to me to see kids masked for
a virus that is not any more dangerous for children than the flu. We are seeing more and more
children being flooded into our hospital from mental health issues than we are covid.

8/15/2021 7:11 PM

1446

I do believe for the health and safety of all children under the age of 12, the TCHD should vote
to mandate masks for students and staff as recommended Colorado Children's Hospitals.
Students need to be in person for schooling and everything possible should be done to keep
students and staff healthy so that remote learning does not occur again. Since they are not
able to get a vaccine, masking will help slow the spread of the virus.

8/15/2021 7:09 PM

1447

Myself and household are vehemently OPPOSED to mandating masks to be worn by our
children. All of life poses some form of risk. We live in a country that gives our citizens the
ability to freely weigh the risk, the cause and effect of our choices and actions. The subject
matter of mask wearing should be left up to the individual to decide what is best for them. In
most all areas of life this is a held dear and applied concept in our country. Mask wearing is
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not law of the land. Some key points I'd like to list (short version of the sufficient evidence
against mask wearing, if one is willing to find it): 1. As most, if not all schools have been in
session for 2021-22 school year, parents have been given the choice to put their child in a
mask. As far as I can see and have heard from other parents/staff, majority of children are
showing up without a mask. While many of these parents may not be voicing their view within
this forum, they have "voted" by their actions. No mask for their children. 2. The true science
clearly shows that children are not in any serious risk of death from Covid-19, death rate of
0.008%. Less than the flu. Regarding being carriers that potentially transmit to adults, well as
far as I can see most adults within schools have opted to get vaccinated. If the vaccine works
as touted as so, then shouldn't be a concern. 3. Masks interfere with the success of
instruction. Kids play with them. (Which also spreads germs) Teachers have an additional
action item to manage. Communication impairment, audible and visual. 4. Bullying was listed
as a concern for those who choose to wear a mask, mental health concerns. No one condones
bullying. But fact of life is bullying has existed since the beginning of time. We do our best to
prevent it, to raise up and teach kids to treat others with kindness. But, it will continue to
occur. Kids will find anything to bully another over, could be masks, clothing, looks,
personalities, disabilities, etc. As well as the fact adults continue in the activity of bullying, all
the way up to our government. 5. Mental health. If you are really concerned about the mental
health of our kids; of which should be a concern seeing how the suicide rate in our youth is at
it's highest, then you shouldn't put these kids in masks. Masks are barriers. They can cause
more harm than good. My 7 year old daughter deals with anxiety. The mere mention that she
needs to wear a mask brings on a panic attack. What about her mental health? Humans are
social beings that need interaction, connection with others. Masks, and social distancing
impede this mental health need. I will end with one last note, your position. You all have been
appointed to a position of power. We are at a critical juncture in our country. One of which our
freedoms seem to be eroding. I would implore you to carefully use your power to instill one of
the core values of our wonderful country that has afforded you to be where you are at, the
freedom of choice for parents. Thank you.
1448

Thank you for taking the time to hear from the citizens. I am a former teacher of
Preschool/Pre-K students in another District, and I am opposed to mandated mask wearing for
any student or any staff member. I believe and want all students and staff to have a choice.
Please consider this option of personal choice instead of mandated masks.

8/15/2021 7:07 PM

1449

At this stage in the remission of COVID, mask wearing and other personal protective
measures must be a personal choice. If certain triggers in a school or a region are being met,
then perhaps some of those measures could be mandated for the sake of the health of the
community, the school, the health care system, as applicable. However, at this time, people
should have the freedom to choose how they protect themselves or others. Many common
hygiene preventive practices employed in schools are effective in reducing covid, flu, and
colds. Teachers should also be given the choice to mask or not. Parents also have the at
home options for education if they feel the environment is not healthy enough. This generation
of our children is suffering from lack of real social interaction, an impact not yet known to our
society. We cannot continue to perpetuate fear and entirely eliminate risk for everyone.
However, freedom of choice should be supported and protected, The choices in question
number 4 are not complete. I do support wearing of masks by choice or collectively if
warranted by certain measures determined by health professionals.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM

1450

I believe masks are more detrimental than good. Please for the love of God no more masks.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM

1451

Wearing a mask should be at the sole discretion of the family. A government entity should not
be making health related decisions for individuals. I fully support an initiative that allows each
family to decide for themselves if a mask is needed.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM

1452

There are mountains of studies that show cloth masks do nothing to stop viruses, but there is
a mountain of evidence piling of the massive increase in suicides and psychological illnesses
in adolescents. You are using NO science to decide on masks. You are using NO science to
address the negative effect on our kids. Please stop punishing them, because you choose to
stick YOUR head in the sand.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM

1453

We haven’t done enough research to know if children should breathe their own carbon dioxide
all day long. Children need to see facial expressions from their teachers and other children.
You can’t hear very well if someone has a mask on. Where are the stats on children getting
covid and how ill they are getting? How many have it now, how many are hospitalized and how
many have died without pre-existing conditions? How many have died without pre-existing
conditions? Masks should be a choice.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM
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1454

Children putting on a mask during school causes more physical and psychological problems
than any perceived benefit.

8/15/2021 7:06 PM

1455

With all that we have learned over the past year and a half, masking children is not the answer
and is more harmful to our kids than a helpful. If i can walk into a restaurant with my family
wearing a mask and then be able to take it off at the table, why wouldn't the same rules apply
to our kids when they sit at their desks? This was a question I asked last year. We (our
children) should not be mandated to do anything other than what we choose for them.

8/15/2021 7:05 PM

1456

I am so heartbroken about the possibility of masks being mandated for my kindergartener and
second grader. We did elearning last year because they cannot wear a mask all day. It gives
them anxiety, migraines, and bacterial skin infections. It goes against every instinct I have as
a parent to send my children to school with their faces covered. I am feeling angry that this is
happening the second week of school instead of before. We would NOT have sent our children
to school this year if we had known masks were going to be mandated, and I think you all are
well aware of this fact. It's classic bait and switch, and it's not right. We will eventually
withdraw and homeschool all three of our children if masks are mandated. Please let us make
our own health choices for our families. If other families are worried, they can choose the
online learning program or choose to mask their own children (If they're effective, why can't this
be the solution??) No one is bullying anyone over masks, and if that happens, the teachers
and administrators can take care of that on a case by case basis. I for one would rather have
my child in an elearning program than ask them to wear a mask for 8 hours a day. As new
mothers we are warned against the angers of putting blankets in a crib with our babies for fear
of them covering the babies' noses and mouths. Now, we are being ordered to cover our
babies' faces. It is heartbreaking and not right. PLEASE DON'T MANDATE MASKS!!!

8/15/2021 7:04 PM

1457

I do not support masks

8/15/2021 7:04 PM

1458

Children are at little risk of contracting or spreading covid. Masks have been shown to have
virtually no effect on stopping the virus. Unmasked faces that can breathe freely are both
healthier physically, as well as psychology and emotionally.

8/15/2021 7:04 PM

1459

I am not in favor of mandatory masks in schools.

8/15/2021 7:03 PM

1460

If masks keeps kids in school, we are for wearing masks but only until school age children
have had ample opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 7:03 PM

1461

I recommend masking for kids and teachers in school to protect kids who are not eligible for
vaccines.

8/15/2021 7:02 PM

1462

Please make all decisions to protect students, school staff and the public based on science,
and not influenced by politics.

8/15/2021 7:02 PM

1463

I do not support any mask mandate under any condition. Medical intervention devices should
not be governed by educators, health departments or anyone other than the parent or legal
guardian of a minor.

8/15/2021 7:01 PM

1464

As the parent of 3 elementary age children, I support mandatory masks for students until
elementary age children can be vaccinated. I want my children to be able to learn in person if
possible and I believe masks are the way to make this happen. My children wore masks all
last year without complaint because they understood the importance of protecting themselves
and the broader community. I appreciate you making scientifically-supported decisions that
prioritize the safety of our students and staff.

8/15/2021 7:01 PM

1465

Question 4 should have an option that reads "I support Masking as a choice for families to
make based off their own health, beliefs & preferences. Also, consider most masks are not the
best fitting for small faces, often touched by grimey hands and kids can definitely tell when
someone passes gas. The ill-fitting masks really won't help in this setting, aside from showing
compliance and making people "feel" safer while not truly having an impact. Parents who are
in, or who have family in a risk category can choose to be vaccinated, wear masks, or choose
to attend another form of schooling.

8/15/2021 6:59 PM

1466

No masks for anyone. No force vaccination, must give choice, it's about personal
responsibility. My body my choice. No forced testing either.

8/15/2021 6:59 PM

1467

Only 45% of 12-15 year olds are fully vaccinated per the tri-county health department. We
need 60-70% to reach any kind of herd immunity. What we need is a vaccine mandate. The
non-medical vaccine exemption form for Colorado says “students with a recorded immunization

8/15/2021 6:58 PM
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exemption may be kept out of a child care facility or school during a disease outbreak.” This
has been the case for many previous years and should be respected now to prevent an
outbreak.
1468

No masks! 100% opposed.

8/15/2021 6:57 PM

1469

Strongly against any mandatory masking requirements. Optional, but encouraged should
remain in effect.

8/15/2021 6:57 PM

1470

Please do not make kids wear masks. The sickness rate for kids is less than the flu and
symptoms are like the flu. We have not and should not make kids mask-up for the flu.

8/15/2021 6:56 PM

1471

I have a unvaccinated middle schooler and a preschooler for this year. Please help consider
indoor mask mandate for this semester.

8/15/2021 6:56 PM

1472

I support masking in schools for those who are unvaccinated and for those who will come into
contact with children under 12 years. For those who are over 12 & have been vaccinated, I
support their right to choose whether or not to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 6:56 PM

1473

100% do not mask my child again! This has gotten so out of control. I can tell you first hand
my high risk immune compromised child has Covid over Thanksgiving and it was NOTHING!!!!
Stop the scare tactics look at the data and keep the mask off our kids.

8/15/2021 6:53 PM

1474

Children’s risk of covid 19 is extremely low. Masks are a hindrance to their learning and they
are not effective. In fact, wearing them all day is unhealthy.

8/15/2021 6:53 PM

1475

Masks are the best prevention item we have for those unvaccinated. Kids under 11 (all 3 of my
kids) are not able to be vaccinated and wearing a mask is simple. Our pediatrician is worried
what’s coming within a few weeks with so many unmasked children in school. Please don’t
make a fatal mistake over a simple mask. Mask all children under 11 in schools until they are
able to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 6:51 PM

1476

Masks are not beneficial for children, & they are detrimental for kids in school. Kids need to
see & hear their teachers words & enunciating. If some kids choose to wear a mask, then that
is their choice, but it absolutely should NOT be mandated. You all know the stats. Children are
more likely to get the flu, but were there ever any mandates to wear a mask during previous flu
seasons? No. Again, all I’m against is mandates. And hopefully parents on both sides will talk
to their kids about acceptance of both.

8/15/2021 6:51 PM

1477

I know more and more people who are vaccinated, wear a mask and still got Covid. The news
stated the masks are no good to keep the fire particles out, what makes us think it’ll keep this
virus from a level 4 lab out. If anything- all adults should be masked. Let PARENTS choose for
THEIR children.

8/15/2021 6:51 PM

1478

This is RIDICULOUS!! Please DO NOT do this just do you can require DCSD to wear masks
as well as other counties. Only those who want to are masking everywhere else! If people
don’t feel comfortable they need to think and care about themselves just like every other
illness on the planet that may or may not include a vaccine.

8/15/2021 6:50 PM

1479

Kids 12 and under cannot get vaccinated. We need elementary kids to be wearing masks to
prevent the spread.

8/15/2021 6:50 PM

1480

I am not in support of masking, especially in the elementary setting, but across the board. I
am in support of continuing to allow students/ parents to CHOOSE whether that is what is best
for their families. Regardless of vaccination status, until we allow immune systems to do their
job, this is never going to end. CHOICE is a beautiful thing, as is personal accountability. Until
those two things are allowed, a mask mandate is like slapping a band aid on a bullet hole or
severed artery. If we want long term benefit, I stand firmly in my position of allowing the choice
to fall with the parents and kids.

8/15/2021 6:49 PM

1481

There are risks associated with nearly every part of growing up. As parents it is our job to
weigh the risks and benefits of changes for our children. By taking this power to decide out of
our hands you infringe on the basic rights of a parent. In some cases this is necessary for
public benefit but in this case there are many reasons we do not want masks: Masks prevent
the proper development of immune systems by removing even minor exposures. Kids get
minor sicknesses and this actually helps them develop a healthy response and a stronger
immunity. Masks can stop students from seeing, and responding, to emotions of other
students. This increases bullying and preventing our kids from having empathy for others
similarly to how online interactions remove the personal connection of cause and effect.

8/15/2021 6:47 PM
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Masks also are breeding grounds of bacteria because, let's be honest, kids don't keep anything
clean let alone something by their mouths. We can remind them (or even do it for them) but all
the coughs and sinus drips but there's just no way they will keep it clean. There are minimal
benefits to forcing all kids to wear masks indoors and so many costs. Plus the fact that you'd
be taking away the basic rights of a parent to decide how to raise and protect their children.
1482

We feel that the kids deserve a normal experience this year. Our son has been vaccinated. If
parents are worried, their children should be allowed to mask, or to learn remotely. We have
seen a huge change in our son this first week of school, he is so much happier than last year.
We are also concerned that if we “go along” with mandatory masking, district leadership will
feel empowered to re-impose last year’s practices of social distancing, hybrid schedules,
remote learning, and sweeping quarantines. These were all horribly disruptive, and our son’s
academic performance suffered as a result. We realize that no vaccine is %100 effective, but
we are willing to take a risk in order to provide a more effective and enjoyable school
experience.

8/15/2021 6:47 PM

1483

Masking should be a parental choice. One of my kids currently has COVID. He is experiencing
cold symptoms. I also have a COVID. I too am experiencing cold like symptoms. I’m
vaccinated. I got vaccinated so I could prevent harsher symptoms. This is my choice. Not
yours.

8/15/2021 6:45 PM

1484

Kids should not be required to wear masks in school!

8/15/2021 6:44 PM

1485

Please review the real statistics and see children wearing masks is much more detrimental to
our children healthwise and emotionally than masking them!

8/15/2021 6:43 PM

1486

Please do not consider a mask mandate. I believe each parent should choose this individually
for their child.

8/15/2021 6:40 PM

1487

To require masking of children under 18 has no Science to back up the claim. Children 18 and
under are the least affected demographic in the United States. Children are Not dying from
Covid. Masks are not effective to stop “ a mosquito from going through a chain link fence”. Do
not make children pawns in a political control game. Make masks optional and make sure
there is No bullying from either side by children or adults because of choices each family
makes

8/15/2021 6:40 PM

1488

Drs . are against masks. Let’s let our immune system handle this .

8/15/2021 6:38 PM

1489

I fully support masking of all individuals while school is in session.

8/15/2021 6:38 PM

1490

I asked all three of my school aged kids individually what their preference would be. Each child
said they would rather wear masks all day at school than risk having to do school online again.

8/15/2021 6:38 PM

1491

It is up to us as adults to protect the most vulnerable population- our children. They have no
choice in being vaccinated and schools are already a breeding ground for germs. Creating a
safe and healthy environment by requiring masks until they are able to be vaccinated is our
responsibility. We don’t need outbreaks of covid amongst our children because adults are
irresponsible. And even for the kids who are older and vaccinated- why shouldn’t we give them
an extra layer of protection especially with new, worse strains surfacing?

8/15/2021 6:37 PM

1492

Please do not mask our children. Masks should be a choice!!

8/15/2021 6:37 PM

1493

We will not be participating in mandatory universal masking. If a policy is put into place
requiring my child to mask at school he will not be attending his elementary school until it is
lifted.

8/15/2021 6:35 PM

1494

If an adult is concerned about Covid they have the right to receive a certain level of protection
from the vaccine and from masking up. If an adult does not choose to be vaccinated or to
mask up they should have that right as well. This is supposed to be a free country.

8/15/2021 6:35 PM

1495

Kids need to be back in school with no mask. Kids need to see facial expressions and need to
see mouths when learning phonics. Mask do not provided any benefits and there are several
scientific studies out there that prove that. My kids shouldn’t have to wear a mask for 8 hours
a day when most adults don’t even wear them that long. They are active kids and even though
we practice good hand washing they are still going to touch their masks. The masks get dirty
and touched throughout the day and those germs on the mask are the ones going to get them
sick since they have to breath those in with no fresh air. Monument schools in El Paso county
were in school five days a week with no masks and had limited issues. The virus is not going
to go away and we need to learn to deal with it like any other virus. There is no more common

8/15/2021 6:32 PM
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cold everyone has covid. Kids of all ages have suffered enough this past year and are falling
behind in school because of it. We should be focusing on our kids education and mental
health. No one is talking about the mental health of these students. Hospitals are not full of
covid children patients but full of kids on suicide watch. Mental disorders affect all ages. I
personally know kids young as 9 that have had issues this year. These are the long term
affects we need to be talking about.
1496

I support mask for all unvaccinated and under 12 years old. And with recommendations from
CDC

8/15/2021 6:32 PM

1497

I do not support requiring masks at schools. The risk is low for kids.

8/15/2021 6:31 PM

1498

Masks do not stop the spread of the virus. They can also cause other health issues. They can
have harmful social and emotional consequences.

8/15/2021 6:30 PM

1499

Discomfort, anxiety, difficulty breathing, increased acne, fogging lenses, psychological harmCovering a child’s face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can result in
robotic and emotionless interactions, anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is a
building block of phonetic development. It is especially important for children with disabilities
such as hearing impairment. Lastly, The CDC reports that for the week of July 31 the rate of
hospitalization with Covid for children 5 to 17 was 0.5 per 100,000, which would amount to
roughly 250 patients. The CDC acknowledges that not all of these children were in the hospital
for Covid.

8/15/2021 6:30 PM

1500

Your leadership at this time is critical where others leaders are being influenced by politics.
Please support the community and mandate masking in all indoor school and other settings
under your purview.

8/15/2021 6:29 PM

1501

I am 100% opposed to mandated mask wearing in the schools for ages 11 and under. I support
the decision of anybody who wishes to wear a mask at school but it is unfair to those who do
not wish to mask or wish their children to mask to force that upon them. Young children should
be able to focus on their education and socialization rather than masks and the fear that they
imply. Please do not mandate mask wearing.

8/15/2021 6:25 PM

1502

I disagree with children wearing a mask. My reasoning for this is because my youngest has a
speech impenitent. I have noticed by masking him last year he is not confident in speaking.
This will only continue to silence him more in front of his peers, and hold him back. Instead of
encouraging using his sounds and words. Not only that but kids read expressions of their
teachers, and peers, by their smiles, and frowns. This helps them with emotional connection.
Being aware.

8/15/2021 6:25 PM

1503

No! Please consider each individual and family unit. Masking should be optional. Risking any
illness in life is choice. Let the families and students decide. The virus was not prevalent, nor
did it take many, if even a handful, of lives at the schools in this state and throughout the
country. We all get sick, with everything, that is part of life. It is okay to get sick every so
often, especially if the death rate is so low. Suicide cannot be reversed. The mental health of
our students is deterring. Let's stop masks and provide mental health support. Scores are
lower than ever and we continue to place fear in our children. Please, leave it up to us as
parents. Thank you

8/15/2021 6:24 PM

1504

We all know the Delta variant is surging right now and we need to help protect the children who
are not yet able to get the vaccination. Masks are the best solution to help protect them in the
school setting. I feel as though we could see another school year like last year that could be
switching to e-learning because of possible outbreaks. It would be nice to give the kids some
stability this year and keep them in the classroom safely with masks.

8/15/2021 6:24 PM

1505

I will support whatever our health leaders namely tri County health advise when pertaining to
mitigation efforts of covid 19.

8/15/2021 6:24 PM

1506

1)Masks are NOT effective for the purpose being claimed. 2)At this time, widespread
precautions for the general public are not even necessary since covid has a 99.97% survival
rate. 3)The survival rate for KIDS is even higher, so forcing them to wear a mask is crazy! 4)
vaccines are widely available for anyone concerned about covid for their own PERSONAL
health reasons, 5) teachers and admin can choose to wear a mask for their own personal
health reasons and parents can choose to have their child wear a mask for personal health
reasons, 6) Any mandate is a violation of our personal freedoms.

8/15/2021 6:23 PM

1507

I DO NOT support masking or vaccination mandates in ANY form. Per the CDC today, fatality

8/15/2021 6:23 PM
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rates for people under 18 years of age is essentially ZERO (>0.01%). Masks, as well as
experimental vaccinations carry both physical and social/emotional side effects. These are
known and proven. Personal medical and health decisions should be exactly that, personal
choice. Not authoritarian rule. If a person chooses that a mask or vaccine are the appropriate
choice for them and their family, then so be it. Forcing experimental vaccines and useless
masks on children is pointless, not scientifically backed (unless an N95 mask or better), and
cruel.
1508

With new COVID variants emerging, and kids 11 and younger not able to be vaccinated, we
need to do our part to mitigate the spread among our children and slow down the potential for
further mutation of the virus. Masking will help us with: - Protection for those unable to
vaccinate, - Potential impact on secondary spread - Enhanced in-person learning (fewer
disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks) - Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of
mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption

8/15/2021 6:23 PM

1509

I am opposed to children wearing masks in schools. There is no significant scientific evidence
that children are impacted in such a way that the virus is highly transmitted thru children. The
emotional and social toll that masking had on my second grader has been a life long impact.
When he saw his teacher outside away from school unmasked for the first time he started to
cry because he said he’s never seen his teachers smile in person. I also have a child who is
getting speech services and is lagging in progress from years mask mandate. This and other
viruses are not going to go away so we need to have acceptable ongoing measures like hand
washing, stay at home if you are sick and healthy hygiene to help prevent any type of
contagious illness. Masking is not an acceptable way to teach nor develop emotional
awareness and strength in children.

8/15/2021 6:22 PM

1510

Masks should not be mandated but a choice.

8/15/2021 6:22 PM

1511

I find it disappointing that this is even up for discussion. The Board of HEALTH should be
following the scientifically-based CDC guidelines and imposing a full mask mandate for as long
as necessary. The argument against such a mandate is simply selfish and quite frankly
unpatriotic since there is little consideration for the greater safety of the community. Please, do
what’s right so that our children can continue to learn in-person.

8/15/2021 6:22 PM

1512

Do not mask our children!!!!

8/15/2021 6:22 PM

1513

Please, please respect parents choice and those if individuals. If people want to mask, that’s
okay but to force this isn’t okay.

8/15/2021 6:21 PM

1514

Masking should be mandated to protect everyone from getting the virus whether vaccinated or
not, especially the younger children. Everyone is at risk without precautions. This is just plain
common sense.

8/15/2021 6:21 PM

1515

Masks will be / are an essential tool to protect my children in 8th and especially 5th grade,
since he can not yet be vaccinated, from the corona virus and it’s variants. All children who
are in already crowded classrooms should be required to wear masks when indoors at school
for their protection. I support universal masking for all students especially since fully
vaccinated people can carry the virus to the younger unvaccinated population.

8/15/2021 6:20 PM

1516

Masks DO NOT work & are causing extreme long term mental & emotional damage to our
children. STOP this fear mongering, controlling actions that are only damaging our children!!
My 1st grader has NEVER had a normal year of school. Development is SO crucial at this
stage, they need to see faces, expressions, emotions to learn, build friendships, connections,
develop emotions etc. save our children before it’s too late and all of our choices/freedoms are
taken away!!!

8/15/2021 6:20 PM

1517

I am adamantly opposed to mask mandates for children in schools. Masks cause emotional
and social harm to our children and the use of them slows their learning. Any benefits mask
wearing may possibly provide is negated by children not wearing them properly. All of the staff
and teachers have had the opportunity to get the vaccine. The decision to mask children for
school should be left to individual parents/households. Please do not mandate masks for our
children in school.

8/15/2021 6:20 PM

1518

Please allow parents to make the decisions about masks. Government is mandating too many
things as it is & families need to maintain some autonomy and control in their children’s wellbeing.

8/15/2021 6:20 PM

1519

Dear Board of Health: As an employee of the School District I have been fully vaccinated since

8/15/2021 6:17 PM
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March. I have opted to wear a mask indoors at work since the start of the fall semester. I do
this to give the students I serve, the employees I work with and myself every possible chance
for additional protection against this still evolving virus. I would fully support and encourage
universal mask wearing indoors by all for the remainder of this semester at least. It requires
very little of an individual's effort to help protect everyone in our community. Thank you for
your consideration of my comment. Glenn Griffin
1520

Please do not just consider a group that does not speak for everyone. Masks is not the answer
for covid.

8/15/2021 6:17 PM

1521

Masks should be optional.

8/15/2021 6:15 PM

1522

Please allow the parents to decide whether or not to send the children to school in masks! I do
not want my elementary school aged children forced to wear masks!! Please NO mandatory
masks!!

8/15/2021 6:15 PM

1523

No masks

8/15/2021 6:15 PM

1524

I am writing to support Tri County Health to issue public health order to require masks wearing
in Tri county school districts, especially for Children age 3-11, who do not qualify for any
COVID-19 vaccines. As of Friday 8/13/2021, Cherry Creek School Districts, Adams 12, and
Aurora School Districts already implemented new mask mandates. It will be extremely helpful
if Tri-county health can issue the mask mandate health order, so that Douglas County School
District can also start to implement mask mandates, to keep children and staff, as well as
families and community members safe.

8/15/2021 6:14 PM

1525

Our students need to be free to learn and not be caught up in this virus that is not a risk to
them or from them. We need to protect them and let them live life away from the politics.

8/15/2021 6:13 PM

1526

It is very simple. If kids are to wear masks it is a parental decision. Kids will not be shamed if
they wear masks. Conversely, kids should not be mandated to wear masks if the parent
believe they are not to be worn. If a teacher is that afraid to teach unmasked kids, then they
have every right to wear a mask and if they feel a vaccine helps them, that is their decision.
Having kids sit with a mask on for 8 hours breathing their own air, sweating, and not being able
to interact with other kids or teachers wearing masks because they cannot see them talk, is a
travesty and dare I say abuse. Again, their is no data to support mask wearing. This should
not be politicized. If people want to wear masks, that is their choice. If people do not want to
wear masks, that is their choice. Further, for people who wear masks and feel others need to
do the same, I say, my civil liberties should not be infringed upon where your fears begin.

8/15/2021 6:11 PM

1527

As a resident of Highlands Ranch, I do not desire to have Tri County Health dictate their mask
mandates to local school boards. There is massive evidence that masks not only do physical
damage to children, but also have very detrimental psychological affects as well. If Tri County
does their own research, you will see of which I speak. Katherine Michelsen Highlands
Ranch,Co Sent from my iPhone

8/15/2021 6:11 PM

1528

I would support a vaccine mandate to protect our children but masks are not useful for young
children. They do not keep them on and they get nasty and dirty

8/15/2021 6:09 PM

1529

The proposed issue of mandatory, universal masking in schools is not a measure to protect
the health of anyone, young or old. If you this measure is being proposed as a measure to
protect the health of children, there is no data to support that it would: By the Department of
Health's own numbers children have less risk of infection from COVID-19 than they have ever
had from standard influenza. If "protecting the children" was so important, where was a
mandatory mask proposal two years ago? Five years ago? Mandatory, universal masking
poses greater risks to children's physical and psychological health than COVID does in the
form of the long-term effects of breathing exponentially higher concentrations of Carbon
Dioxide; respiratory infections from buildup of bacteria inside the masks; and the multitude of
mental health concerns by teaching children that the world as a whole is a toxic environment.
If you are touting the measure as an attempt to protect the health of adults, that doesn't hold
water either as any adult can make the CHOICE to limit their exposure to any subsection of
the population at any time, AND any adult can get a free vaccine at any time. In just a 2 mile
radius of Skyview Academy there are over 20 locations offering free COVID-19 vaccination.
This measure is wrong, scientifically and ethically. STOP TRYING TO PASS THIS OFF AS
"ACTING IN THE BEST INTRESTS OF PUBLIC HEALTH" and call it what it is: Hedging your
bets in an attempt to limit liability.

8/15/2021 6:07 PM

1530

After the first day of school, my 6 yr old said “it’s so nice to not have masks, I can finally

8/15/2021 6:07 PM
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understand my teacher.” Please let me decide if I want my child to wear a mask. They are not
susceptible to this virus, the second hand harms of wearing a mask are not worth it. Thank
you for your consideration.
1531

Masks should not be required

8/15/2021 6:06 PM

1532

I 100% support any child or adults right to wear a mask or not wear a mask.

8/15/2021 6:06 PM

1533

Please stop masking our children for political propaganda. Children have been everywhere all
summer and around each other all summer and suddenly masking them now is going to make
a difference? You are never going to gain ground on this virus with masks. It’s never going
away.

8/15/2021 6:05 PM

1534

Masks do not stop the spread of the virus. Masks can present other serious health issues.
Masks have other harmful social and emotional consequences.

8/15/2021 6:03 PM

1535

I am opposing mask mandates for children under the age of 11 in schools. As a Pulmonary
Health Care Provider I do not feel most children under the age of 11 are capable of effectively
wearing masks to provide effective disease prevention, and in fact will likely be more of a
distraction and irritant, which could result in more hand to face transmission of pathogens. If
parents wish to force their children to wear masks at school that is their choice and should be
respected but not required. If there is evidence of children bullying other children who choose
to wear masks that should be handle on a case-to-case basis as I highly doubt this is a
widespread problem. It is also my understanding that there are alternative options for
individuals who feel uncomfortable around unmasked children. Personally, I feel my children
along with other children (including those with hearing impairments) will suffer as a result of
mandated masks. As they are dependent on seeing someone's facial expressions to
understand what they are saying and to interpret emotion. I strongly encourage the Douglas
County School District and the TriCounty Health Department to stop their baseless change of
heart on mandating masks for small children.

8/15/2021 6:01 PM

1536

Taking politics out of it, the science based guidance from the CDC and WHO states that
masks work. Until there is a vaccine option for 11 and under, this is the best and only option
for protecting the kids and keeping classes in session. No one likes wearing a mask but it is
only 1 more piece of cloth that we put on to be a participant in society. The requirement should
be removed once vaccines are an option.

8/15/2021 5:58 PM

1537

Masks do not work. It’s simply a tool to oppress the people’s liberties. We smelled heavy
smoke from fires 2000 miles away through our masked. Masks do not work.

8/15/2021 5:57 PM

1538

As a mother and as a school teacher in Douglas County School District this is what I strongly
believe about masks: Physiologically for people (and especially for children), facial
expressions and touch communication not only is important for learning and brain function, it is
important for psychological health. The long term effects on the kids of being shut off from
connection and being seen with their faces covered may be long lasting and difficult to fix.
Oxygen and non-impaired breathing ability is also important for every function of the body.
Carbon dioxide in exhaled air is meant to be released, not rebreathed for long periods of time.
It can be TOXIC at certain levels. Not to mention, the bacteria harboring in a low oxygen, dark
moist environment which can easily cause lung and sinus infections as well as tooth decay
rate and gum disease. This can also cause a more acidic environment in the body, leading to
kidney disfunction and increased rate of diseased. High cortisol levels can be induced due to
stress (and the anxiety of seeing everyone in masks or wearing them) can lower the immune
system as well.

8/15/2021 5:57 PM

1539

DO NOT MASK OUR KIDS...AND DAMAGE THEIR MENTAL HEALTH AND EDUCATION!

8/15/2021 5:57 PM

1540

The effects on the social and mental development of children has been documented to have a
detrimental effect. It's also a fact based on science that children are much less to contract
covid 19 and highly unlikely to die from it. I'm tired if the politics of these decisions when
science and statistics reflect higher suicides, lower test scores, depression and weight gain in
children subjected to lock downs, online school, masks and lack of physical
activities/organized sports. Stop allowing the teachers unions and their strong armed tactics to
dictate policy that's harmful to children.

8/15/2021 5:56 PM

1541

I support your decisions- I’m sure it is a tough call either way. People will be mad on either
side. As long as the decisions are based on science and a potential statistic as to how to keep
the kids in school. Good luck.

8/15/2021 5:56 PM
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1542

Parents should make the decision on whether to have their kids wear masks or not.

8/15/2021 5:55 PM

1543

I would like to see the school consider masking in all indoor school settings until all of our kids
are eligible for the vaccine.

8/15/2021 5:55 PM

1544

Protect our kids. Listen to the medical professionals. This should be a no brainer.

8/15/2021 5:55 PM

1545

We won't wear masks in school. We just won't. So, you'll have a major problem if you mandate
them. Allow choice.

8/15/2021 5:54 PM

1546

Socializing should be encouraged at their age for critical developmental purposes, covid
doesn’t affect little kids as it does the elderly so let their immune systems be exposed to other
bacteria I order to get stronger and can not be exposed to with masks. Biological and
psychological aspects of children development is only being hindered through masks

8/15/2021 5:54 PM

1547

I support in person learning but I have two students too young to be vaccinated and want them
protected as much as possible with the variant spreading even among those vaccinated. I
think everyone in a school should be masked when around other indoors regardless of vaccine
status at least while the youngest cannot be vaccinated. My kids are masked during school
and they are reporting that not many of their classmates are. The district should want to avoid
a dire situation of virus spread, not have to react to one too late.

8/15/2021 5:54 PM

1548

It should be the parents choice if their children wear masks. Wearing a mask is not conducive
to productive learning. Wearing masks decreases growth socially and emotionally.

8/15/2021 5:54 PM

1549

For the safety of our children and to preserve in person school as long as possible we would
like masks to be mandated for the fall. Quarantines are more disruptive to class than mask
requirements

8/15/2021 5:53 PM

1550

Masking for young kids is so hard on them, especially at such a young age. I don’t think kids
especially elementary students should have to wear masks, I think it should totally be up to
the parents. If parents are super concerned then send their kids in masks or home school. If
parents do not want to send their child in a mask then that should be their decision. My 1st
grader definitely enjoyed school more this first week better than all of last year wearing a mask
in kindergarten.

8/15/2021 5:51 PM

1551

I believe this should be a parent’s choice whether they want their children to wear a mask in
school.

8/15/2021 5:51 PM

1552

Unfortunately, there wasn’t an option that allowed us to “choose to let the parents decide what
the best option is for their own children’s health”, which leads me to believe this is just a
formality for a decision that’s already been made. Regarding the questions at hand: Protection
for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing – At this point those who have
wanted to vaccinate have, they are protecting themselves. As humans it’s ours, and only our,
responsibility to protect ourselves. Those who choose against it have weighed the risk factors
and are taking said risk into their own hands. If this was a disease that had a larger effect on
children, I would be more worried but frankly the numbers show they are at very little to no risk.
Honestly, I’m more worried about an emergency vaccine with unknown long-term side effects
and a manufacturer with no legal responsibility to side effects. This viewpoint will likely change
once it’s been adequately studied and approved. Potential impact on secondary spread – See
previous paragraph. Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks)
– Yes, I agree that in person learning is extremely important, but I don’t believe masks are
going to help outbreaks. Watch any child wearing a mask and tell me how many times they
fidget with their mask, often with unwashed hands, bringing any germs to their faces
repeatedly. In addition, the CDC has numerous studies reporting masks are generally
ineffective: From the CDC: “There is limited evidence for their effectiveness in preventing
influenza virus transmission either when worn by the infected person for source control or when
worn by uninfected persons to reduce exposure. Our systematic review found no significant
effect of face masks on transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza.”
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article?
fbclid=IwAR2V1hPqN0WKb2kXVExP_1UE9ARvru6mtPZvZN0w1jx0S3l3fXLhxMP_bXs Could
reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to
isolation, school disruption – I spoke with my 14-year-old who informed me about 1 in 20
classmates wears a mask and she has yet to see any bullying starting because of it. Now,
she’s 14 so it might not be completely accurate or it’s happening in another group without her
knowledge. But I’m not sure why the answer is 19 of the 20 kids now must wear masks due to
bullying vs. reprimanding the bullies? I do, however, hear of firsthand experience with bullies

8/15/2021 5:50 PM
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targeting kids who are unvaccinated. I’m not sure why this isn’t being discussed aside from it
doesn’t help the rhetoric of the current administration. As somebody who’s received many
vaccinations in a lifetime, I’ve never been forced to take one in order to remain a part of
functioning society, but this appears to be the way it’s going.
1553

With a survival rate of 99.8% in children, why are we forcing children to wear masks? Cases of
depression and mental illness are on the rise since the start of all of this. No masks on our
children!!

8/15/2021 5:50 PM

1554

I believe universal masking in all indoor school setting is critical to protect kids and
minimize/stop community spreading of Delta variant. Even though Douglas county has
relatively high vaccination rate, the kids under 12 are still vulnerable and can spread virus
without symptom, as more and more evidence are coming out, especially from Florida,
Louisiana, etc. This is NOT a political viewpoint but a public health issue that affects
everybody. We all have responsibility to follow science and protect our fellow citizens. Nobody
will argue wearing mask is comfortable, especially for kids. But this is a small sacrifice for a
bigger good. I hope Board of Health will make the right decision on this matter since people's
life depends on it. Thanks Lance

8/15/2021 5:49 PM

1555

Masking is ineffective and causes more health issues and degradation of our natural immune
system. If you insist on requiring masks explain Why people can take masks off to eat at a
restaurant but children must wear them at their desks? This only proves to me it is more about
fear and control. You are being lied to about masking. Please do not make this political. Please
do not leave this lasting memory of misery and fear branded into the minds of these kids.

8/15/2021 5:49 PM

1556

The choices you have offered below indicate that you don’t really care about what people think,
about the science and data, snd are inappropriate. “Choices.” Masking is not a “universal” all or
nothing. The HEALTH department should actually be looking at scientific, objective data, the
pros and cons of different positions and recommending the least restrictive method that will
maximize public safety. We are so tired of politics. Please do better.

8/15/2021 5:49 PM

1557

Please give these kids and their parents (Across ALL school LEVELS) a choice if they want to
wear masks or not!!

8/15/2021 5:46 PM

1558

Since children are the least affected by this Co virus, and more children die of the yearly flu
than Covid. I watch our leaders like Obama, flaunt the mandates, hold huge birthday parties
without masks and half the guests unvaccinated, but that seems to be OK with the news
media, not a word from them about it. Forcing children to wear ineffective masks is child
abuse. Suicide rates for children struggling in this "do as I say" mask mandates are soaring. If
you are serious about masks, then N95 or surgical grade masks are the only way to go. Cotton
masks are a joke, and any person with critical thinking skills knows that. How long will they
force this tyranny on the children? In all of medical history, only ONE virus has been totally
eradicated, small pox, and this Covid will probably be around forever, just like the Spanish flu
is still around. Don't destroy these children to be woke and virtual signal to the uneducated and
frightened people who believe everything the media tells them. This is mostly panic porn they
are pushing. Let these children live and breath.

8/15/2021 5:45 PM

1559

We think (as do many friends and relatives) that mask in schools is a real form a child abuse.
There is next to no. Real threat to the health of children and mask wearing is a futile attempt at
protection

8/15/2021 5:45 PM

1560

Masks don’t work

8/15/2021 5:45 PM

1561

I feel it is the decision of the parents whether their children wear a mask indoors at school. I do
not want masking mandated!!

8/15/2021 5:45 PM

1562

I strongly endorse the use of masks to reduce the risk to my children, all the other children of
DCSD and our wonderful DCSD staff. It’s a small request of individuals that can have a
powerful effect on those around them. Had people been more vigilant with mask wearing this
last year we may not have lost a family member to COVID-19.

8/15/2021 5:45 PM

1563

I believe in truth and liberty. Forcing masks is tyranny.

8/15/2021 5:43 PM

1564

Wearing masks in a school setting greatly affects the children in a negative way. Students
need to be able to learn facial cues that cannot be seen in a mask. Wearing masks greatly
disrupts social and emotional growth. It is impossible to make new friends while wearing
masks. The school district had many summer schools and tutoring going on in the summer

8/15/2021 5:43 PM
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with no masks required. There were no covid outbreaks. Thank you for caring about our kids
mentally and not forcing masks.
1565

The mental health issues that masks caused in children last year vs the number of children
that actual suffer and have issues with Covid is so different that there is NO REASON for kids
to wear masks again. I will pull my son out of DCSD if masks are forced on kids again.

8/15/2021 5:41 PM

1566

With data from you, the local health department, MY physician, and trusted resources, I will
make ALL medical decision for me and my family. This is an Inherent right I was born with,
protected by the US and Colorado Costitutions, autonomy to decide what is best for our health.
Emergency Medical Use experiments are not procedures we participate in. Un studied
extended use of masks for students at school is another example of blatant disregard to the
well being of our children. Your mask mandates are not lawful. I stand by this, grounded in my
faith as a Christian. Let parents decide.

8/15/2021 5:41 PM

1567

No masks! This would be such a step backwards for everyone and our county. Kids need to
see smiles and facial expressions. If those who want to wear masks feel more comfortable
then good for them, do not make it required please

8/15/2021 5:41 PM

1568

I feel that we need to let families and staff decide if they want to wear a mask without shaming
or bullying anybody! That includes bullying teachers who have decided not to get vaccinated.
It’s everybody’s personal choice! By mandating teachers that unvaccinated, it’s bullying them!
Since we have a child that is dealing with extreme clinical depression, I am seeing first hand
how masks and mental illness are affecting my child! She may have had this issue anyway,
but I can tell you that the high school setting last year was a mess and only caused more
depression, stress and anxiety! My second child attends a character school, and I am proud to
say our school went full time last year following the district protocols! There were a few
students and staff that quarantined, but overall it was handled much better than the local high
school! Please allow families and staff to make their own personal choices on whether they
need to wear masks! Thank you!

8/15/2021 5:39 PM

1569

I fully support mask wearing for all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, in indoor
school settings and especially within elementary schools. By and large, the student population
within a K-6 elementary school is age 11 and younger, so entirely unvaccinated. Gathering
these children together, indoors, for 6-7 hours per day and not requiring masks seems
shortsighted, risky, and simply asking for a return to remote learning. I have yet to hear of a
child who genuinely opposes wearing a mask in school, yet I have heard numerous ones
complain about having to participate in remote learning. I was extremely disappointed at
DCSD's decision to "recommend, but not require" masks in schools to begin this school year.
This is a completely spineless approach that puts the onus back on the parents to make the
decision for their children about wearing a mask, one that could potentially (and most often
does) put their child in the minority when the parents decided to have their child wear a mask.
This "decision" by DCSD and TCHD has done nothing but further the delineation, and drive a
deeper wedge, between those who wish to do all they can to protect themselves and their
family and those who continue to believe wearing a mask provides no benefit. It is time for the
health leaders of our community (TCHD), and our educational leaders within the school
districts, to stop hiding behind "recommendations" and start making decisions that benefit the
health and safety of our community, our children, and provide our children the best possible
chance to make up lost ground (educationally) from the chaos that ensued during the past year
and a half.

8/15/2021 5:39 PM

1570

I encourage mask indoors. Vaccinated people are still susceptible to the Delta variant. Its
getting worse.

8/15/2021 5:38 PM

1571

I believe masking should be a choice and not a mandate. It is hard to breath in masks and I
believe it limits fresh air intake for oxygen to the brain in our developing children. It is difficult
to keep masks on children and they touch their faces more trying to keep them on.

8/15/2021 5:38 PM

1572

Masks are not proven to work stopping any virus. This should be a choice and not a mandate.
If someone feels more comfortable in a mask they should by all means wear one. Young
people are wearing dirty masks touching there face constantly and are not breathing properly.
Under no circumstances do I want my child in a mask. Thank you, Paul

8/15/2021 5:37 PM

1573

Please require indoor masks for all children at school thanks

8/15/2021 5:36 PM

1574

It is is very important for the kids under 12 to wear masks when they are in school.

8/15/2021 5:36 PM

1575

I am a practicing physician and a father. I do NOT support mandatory masking of children in

8/15/2021 5:36 PM
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any form under the current circumstances. Stop letting the unsubstantiated fear of the few
mandate the behavior of the many. I do not have to send my children to public school and I
won’t if masking of children is made mandatory.
1576

I am a father of four children under the age of 10. Three of my children attend Douglas County
Schools. Your actions have a very direct impact on my family's life, everyday. I adamantly
oppose any mask mandate for children. When considering whether to mandate masks for
children in schools, I ask you to make a decision that is backed by science and in actual data.
Masks do not reduce COVID in children. The single scientific study on this issue has been
inconclusive. I ask you to deeply ponder this from a macro point of view. If you were to enact a
mask mandate, you'd be acting without scientific data to support your decision. You'd be acting
without scientific consensus. Put simply, you'd be acting out of fear. The residents of the TriCounty area do not rely on our public health department to act subjectively and out of fear.
This statement is magnified and even more important regarding children. From an objective
point of view, you DO know that over the summer, Children's Hospital Colorado declared a
State of Emergency for youth mental health. Bear in mind that this is the first time in its 100+
year history that the Colorado hospital system has declared a State of Emergency for mental
health. Moreover, suicide has become the leading cause of death for Colorado children. This is
a key data point that must be considered (with great weight) when making policy for the
children of the Tri-County area. Actually, this makes you all unique from other areas in the
country where mental health problems are not as severe and where the leading cause of death
among children is something other than suicide. Organizations that serve kids are
overwhelmed. A mask mandate for students would undoubtedly hasten and deepen our mental
health crisis among youth. The importance of this factor in your decision-making CANNOT be
overstated, and it makes Colorado different than other states. Many/Most kids struggle
wearing masks. The discomfort of masks distracts kids from learning. Masks increase airway
resistance during exhalation. Masks can lead to an increased level of carbon dioxide in the
blood. Some children compensate for breathing difficulties (caused by masks) by breathing
through their mouths. Such chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can alter facial
development. Phoenetic development is exacerbated by mask mandates. Seeing people
speak is a building block of phonetic development. It is especially important for children with
hearing impairments. Facial expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for
young children who are only learning how to signal fear, confusion, and happiness. Covering a
child's face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can have far-reaching mental
health consequences; Mental health consequences that are showing up in Colorado's youth
mental health crisis. Your consideration to quell the remote fears of a few (by enacting a mask
mandate for kids in schools) has lasting ripple effects among the many. These ripples will
impact kids for a lifetime. You have a duty to yourself and to your community to be led by
objectivity and data. You must show courage even though some have fear. In examining
COVID deaths among kids, the CDC states that about 335 kids under 17 have died from
COVID since the beginning of the pandemic. All deaths are awful. We should do our best to
mitigate the deaths. But yours is a balancing act. I ask you to review and study how many
kids have died from other causes during this same time. Further, I ask you to consider what
measures the Tri-County Health Department has taken to mitigate those other causes of
death. What kind of data has been used in selecting such mitigation efforts? What kind of
impact did those measures have on the generational mental health of children? And, most
importantly, are those mitigation efforts (and resulting consequences) congruent with what you
considering today in mandating masks for children in schools? In considering these things
objectively (with data) and not being driven by fear, there is no question that masks should
NOT be mandated for children. Instead, it should be a choice for every family. Sincerely, Evan
Pope

8/15/2021 5:36 PM

1577

Forcing children to wear face masks at all is absolutely preposterous! There is no science
backing this. Covid poses almost no risk to them. The flu is more dangerous to a child (as I
have seen personally) than Covid and we never would have considered wearing masks in the
past for that. Also, common sense dictates that it’s more important for ones mental health to
be able to see each others’ facial expressions, to see a person smile than to make everyone
where masks, I can’t believe bullying of mask wearers was actually listed as a reason to make
everyone where a mask, how silly! How about considering the mental health of children being
forced to wear masks over their face the majority of the day when it’s absolutely unnecessary?
My children had constant headaches from wearing them last year, breathing their own sweat
and carbon dioxide. Have we also forgotten what it takes to build a strong immune system?
Being exposed to viruses and things in the air is another important component to building a
strong immune system, wearing masks for only makes for a weaker immune system. Also
with three kids under the age 11, even with guidance would never leave their masks alone. In

8/15/2021 5:35 PM
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addition to touching everything and then touching their mask, it really is pointless for them to
wear it. In fact, by the end of the day I would guarantee there would be more germs/ bacteria
on their masks that they would be breathing in than if they were not wearing masks at all. I am
convinced more than ever that this is not about the safety of our children, but about politics
and control. Let us decide what is best for our children and stop interfering with what should be
our personal choice!
1578

I feel that forcing all to wear masks is a negative effect on mental health.

8/15/2021 5:35 PM

1579

Mask are not effective. Everyone that is eligible for the shot should have had the opportunity
to get it if they wanted it, if not it is on them. We have to realize that 0 COVID is not realistic
and we have to learn to live with this like the flu. No mask in schools for the mental health of
our children. It should be the parents choice for what is best for our kids.

8/15/2021 5:33 PM

1580

No comment

8/15/2021 5:31 PM

1581

Masks are scientifically proven to be USELESS in stopping the China virus! Our kids are
suffering from increased carbon dioxide, unable to understand teachers and classmates. One
scientist put it very clearly - masks stop the virus like a chain link fence stops marbles.
Parents decide, not govt. Remember you govt beaurocrats work for us, not the teachers
unions. The kids are not sickened by this virus. The public has suffered enough from your
actions. Stop now!

8/15/2021 5:31 PM

1582

I object to the proposed “mandate” to mask our children in our schools. First, we need to quit
pretending that any and all masks are equal. If you can’t or won’t provide technical
specifications for the required masks, there is simply no scientific basis for pretending the
ability to predict the effectiveness of “masks”. The lack of definition further precludes any
pretense of “consensus” on the subject. We have the CDC citing a “study” of over 1 million
children wearing masks to school, suggesting that the masks help minimize the spread of
COVID, when in fact, their supposed “study” contained NO CORRESPONDING CONTROL
GROUP!!!! That is NOT “Science”, that IS PROPAGANDA!!!! Next we have a “study”
published in Science 25 Jun 2021, also purporting to demonstrate the effectiveness of
“masks”" https://science.sciencemag.org/content/372/6549/1439 "Surgical masks with particle
collection efficiencies of ~50% cannot prevent the release of millions of particles per person
and their inhalation by others (see green dots in Fig. 1, B and D). In other words, the humanemitted respiratory particle number is so high that we cannot avoid inhaling particles generated
by another person, even when wearing a surgical mask." And then they have the nerve to
suggest universal masking is appropriate because surgical grade masks may help…: “ ...how
the efficacies of surgical masks and N95 or FFP2 masks vary between virus-limited and virusrich conditions when masks are worn only by infectious persons (source control), only by
susceptible persons (wearer protection), or by all persons (universal masking). I could go on
critiquing the “studies” cited to support the notion mask mandates for our kids, rather I will
recommend a review of the studies demonstrating the INEFFECTIVENESS of masks in
controlling Covid or any other virus. 31 Studies and Articles Undercutting Utility of Masks for
Stopping Covid (see https://lists.grabien.com/list-studies-and-other-data-undercutting-utilitymasks-stopping-c). Unelected, Unaccountable government entities have NO BUSINESS
overruling our elected officials and our School Boards! Parents and individual communities
should be able to decide whether to require our children to wear masks in school.

8/15/2021 5:28 PM

1583

It is my understanding that those who become vaccinated have the "instructions" on how to
identify and combat the virus, it is NOT IMMUNITY. A person can come in contact with the
virus and begin to combat it without showing signs of illness. That is the point of the vaccine...
empowering your body to recognize and fight it. Can we agree that you have to contract
something in order to fight it off? The degree of illness or non-illness is dependent upon a
person's immune system (this varies from individual to individual) and possible virus
mutations. So yes, it is possible to get the vaccine, become covid positive and infect others
(breakthrough infections). A mask is literally the last line of defense to help mitigate exposure
for people who simply do not have a choice to take a vaccine (those too young, or those who
cannot get the vaccine due to sickness or medical complications… and adds an extra level of
protection to those who come in close contact with the two groups stated). Now that this Delta
variant is becoming more prevalent, the possibility of this variant having long term negative
effects on our children is not worth the inconvenience of not wearing a mask. Also, wearing a
facemask can help reduce outbreaks that inevitably will force our kids and teachers to go
virtual. I'm not excited about the options here, but if we are a community - lets act like it, show
compassion, protect everyone and try to keep our kids in school (from a mental health
standpoint). Seriously, it's a face mask... not a death sentence.

8/15/2021 5:27 PM
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1584

wearing a mask in school all day is a psycological distraction. The masks have been proven
not to work and anyone who is scared of getting Covid 19 has already been vaccinated

8/15/2021 5:27 PM

1585

Wearing masks is a necessary method to protect self and others from covid 19 infection. It is
a must to do for all students and school staff.

8/15/2021 5:27 PM

1586

I think unvaccinated should be required to wear masks. I am a teacher in a different district
and I am vaccinated and will still be masking.

8/15/2021 5:25 PM

1587

As an elementary teacher I know that making children cover their faces is detrimental in the
extreme. The social emotional development of children is one of our primary focuses in
elementary school. Covering the expression of emotion with a mask inhibits both their
understanding of other peoples emotions and how their own emotions affect other people.
Additionally children need the full benefit of oxygen, not diminished by a mask. Please
remember the oppression suffered by women around the world. They too are forced to hide
behind masks. Finally, you need to give credit to SCIENCE! It has been proven that masks
make no difference in whether we get a virus or not. HAND-WASHING makes the most
difference! NO to masks in school!

8/15/2021 5:25 PM

1588

We need to get back to life. This isn’t stoping anything. If you want to wear one do it if not that
should be our choice too

8/15/2021 5:25 PM

1589

At least one of the 2 protocols should be implemented indoors: masking or social distancing.

8/15/2021 5:25 PM

1590

Mask wearing is a simple step to help protect yourself and others. I work in a LTC setting and
have seen Covid deaths and "long haulers" first hand. LTC settings continue to require masks
and weekly testing. We should similarly protect our children and teachers.

8/15/2021 5:24 PM

1591

Science has proven Masks work. Take politics out of the decision to keep our kids as safe as
possible. Make masks mandatory for all grades, vaccinated or not.

8/15/2021 5:24 PM

1592

Masking is literally the only option we have in schools to prevent the spread of covid. There
are no other mitigation options available, schools are back to business as usual. Until kids 11
and under have the option to get a vaccine it feels irresponsible not to require it. I can see at
our school where it is “strongly recommended” hardly any kids are wearing them. Our kids are
entitled to attend school in a manner that keeps them safe and healthy. Keeping my child
home should not be the answer when schools can be made safer and protect children through
use of masks. For kids 12+ vaccines are available, and I don’t think we need to require masks
for that age group.

8/15/2021 5:24 PM

1593

Hello, I am in favor of masking for all students (including high schools). I sent my 11th grade
son to school last week with a mask, but when I picked him up, he reported that he saw fewer
than 5 people total wearing masks in his classes all day. Due to an unwelcomed negative
stigma about the students who choose to wear masks, I supported his desire to go to school
the next day without the mask on. He carries it in his pocket, and used his best judgment
about whether to put it on or not (students closely assembled, coughing nearby, etc). My son,
and other students, should not have to choose between feeling unsafe without a mask, and
being made fun of wearing a mask. My son would prefer to wear a mask at school, especially
due to the rising uptick in Delta variant cases. Thank you for your time and for considering my
opinion.

8/15/2021 5:23 PM

1594

PLEASE require masks to keep our children and staff healthy and in school. No masks will
lead to more community spread within schools and major disruptions for learning and families.

8/15/2021 5:23 PM

1595

Masks at the schools are a greater detriment to our students than they are an aid in mirroring
them physically healthy.

8/15/2021 5:20 PM

1596

My children are young and seeing facial expressions are imperative to their emotional and
social growth.

8/15/2021 5:20 PM

1597

I am not providing my name and address due to fear of my contact information becoming
public to the anti-mask/vax community. Delta variant is much more contagious, even infecting
those who have gotten vaccinated. It is unfair to District employees, their families, and
students too young to be vaccinated to suffer based on the selfish actions of parents in the
community. School Districts are afraid of political pushback and need the coverage a public
mask mandate provides them. Students want to be in the classroom and the majority do not
care about masks; it is the few vocal parents pushing this dangerous narrative that masks are
harming children.

8/15/2021 5:20 PM
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1598

At least one of the two should be mandated; either mandate masking or social distancing in
schools to help lower the health risks.

8/15/2021 5:19 PM

1599

Wear a mask if you want, but don’t force people to wear masks.

8/15/2021 5:18 PM

1600

I teach in Cherry Creek Schools and live in Douglas County where my two elementary aged
children go to school. I would like to see masks required at all levels in both school districts.

8/15/2021 5:18 PM

1601

Do not mandate masks for children in school

8/15/2021 5:18 PM

1602

Mask mandates need to be a choice. We need to be worried about our children's mental health
and education, NOT MASKS!

8/15/2021 5:18 PM

1603

Our son cannot yet be vaccinated and is also high risk. Because there are no masking or
social distancing requirements for school we had to make the hard decision to keep him at
home again this year until he can be vaccinated. He misses his friends and his school
community. We advocate for masks in schools at a MINIMUM.

8/15/2021 5:17 PM

1604

I don’t think masks should be required, I believe this should be a choice made by the families
individually

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

1605

Only way to contain the virus is to mask up or vaccinate and if the children are too young to be
vaccinated masks are the only option.

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

1606

This survey's choices are incomplete and lack sufficient nuance. I suspect that is by design. I
support the right of any vulnerable person to wear a NIOSH Approved N95 mask in public if
they wish to protect themselves. The onus should be on person A to protect person A, not on
person B. I support a nuanced look at the infection hospitalization rate among children. I have
not seen this data. All I've seen are scary headlines about the number of kids in the hospital.
But this is not enough information without knowing the infection rate in kids and whether the
hospitalized population is similar to the general population especially in terms of comorbidities.
You have access to this data and should both study and release it. Finally, I'd just urge you to
consider the harm that yo-yo quarantines and masking and distancing have already caused in
learning loss and mental health. The public health goal should not be to minimize CoVid
infections without regard to anything else, but to protect health holistically and that includes
multiple aspects. Please use forbearance.

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

1607

We need to STOP the fear mongering! Children have always gotten sick, most get well and
some die. It's always been this way and it continues to be this way. We need to normalize life
for our precious children.

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

1608

It has been one year since Covid 19 started. We have had a year to adjust & learn. I am
against any universal policy to mask under any circumstance. The virus isn’t going anywhere,
it was new and we have adjusted. There will continue to be different variants, this one happens
to be more contagious, but not more deadly. Our county and school numbers have been overall
low compared to many other areas. I believe people need to choose what is best for their
family, if they choose masking or taking preventative treatments then they should have the
right to do that. Masking everyone, takes away many social cues students need to learn and
communicate on a daily basis, leads to anxiety, isolation, depression, and in instances where
only unvaxxed have to wear mask is segregating and isolating not to mention stigmatizing
those students. In addition, there have been reports of vaxxed individuals still getting the virus
and passing the virus. I am not a medical profession, but the anxiety and respiratory issues
caused by wearing a mask is just beginning. Long term effects are not researched yet. I do
know my family has been exposed several times. We have taken precautions and have been
fine because the virus still has a 99.9996 chance of survival. Getting it and getting vax both
have long term effects not studied yet… I urge you to look at ALL data, not media & political
leaders.

8/15/2021 5:16 PM

1609

Please remember your role, and DO NOT override elected School Boards! Mandating masks,
which have little impact on keeping children from getting Covid and a Massive impact on their
mental and physical health is not the answer. NO to Mask Mandates!

8/15/2021 5:15 PM

1610

Science has found masks to not work. Children need to see the face of other children and their
teachers to learn best and socialize Children I know who have been forced to wear masks are
more depressed and stressed.

8/15/2021 5:15 PM

1611

Please mandate masks for everyone in schools. Our first day back to school my daughter was
exposed to someone with covid, and they were not mask wearing. Despite, the child being sick

8/15/2021 5:14 PM
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prior to the first day of school or on the first day of school the parents still chose to send their
sick child to school without a mask and risk others contracting covid. Please help us Keep our
kids safe from the new variant and from parents who chose to send their sick kids to school.
1612

I am strongly opposed to any form of mask mandate for my children (I have 3 in school,
Kindergarten, 2nd, and 4th). Children cannot continue to wear masks, not only is it affecting
them socially, but it also is reducing their exposure to germs to build immunity to diseases like
RSV, cold and flu....which are more dangerous to dangerous to children than COVID! Children
are at more risk from the Flu than COVID! Why have there not been mask mandates and other
so called safety measures in the past to prevent Flu? Because the mandating of masks has
become political theatre. Not only do mandates take agency away from parents but they are
causing a lack of public trust. Furthermore, trying to sell mask mandates as the only option to
keep kids in school is wrong. The vocal people that are pressing for mask mandates and other
over reaching safety measures will never be satisfied and are never going to let this end.
Enough is enough!! Please let our children return to a normal school year, without masks.

8/15/2021 5:12 PM

1613

Please keep our children safe by following science, not politics, and require masks indoors.

8/15/2021 5:11 PM

1614

Masks should be optional, not mandated.it was too soon to be mandating them in schools

8/15/2021 5:09 PM

1615

There is zero proof masks offer any benefits towards viral spread and cause detrimental
physical and mental health effects esp to children

8/15/2021 5:08 PM

1616

Please protect our kids and require masks

8/15/2021 5:08 PM

1617

TRUST THE SCIENCE! THERE IS NO SCIENCE THAT PROVES MASKS DO ANYTHING
FOR THESE KIDS AND THERE IS UNDISPUTED PROOF THEY ARE HAZARDOUS TO
THEIR HEALTH. READ THE DAMN STUDIES YOU COMPLETE IMBECILES

8/15/2021 5:08 PM

1618

I feel if parents want their kids to wear mask that’s their prerogative. But do not force them on
those who do not.

8/15/2021 5:07 PM

1619

Masks should not forced on anyone. This is America not Russia or China

8/15/2021 5:07 PM

1620

I’m opposed to the mask mandate because there have not been any randomized clinical trials
on children to assess the benefits of wearing masks. Due to the high intake of carbon dioxide
by wearing a mask, children experienced symptoms such as irritability, headache, difficulty
concentrating, reluctance to go to school or kindergarten, malaise, impaired learning,
drowsiness, or fatigue. The CDC data shows less children die of covid than of influenza and
we didn’t require masks for the flu.

8/15/2021 5:05 PM

1621

There are so many reasons to have little kiddos wear masks. And we shod remember Delta is
a game changer. There are so many studies showing masks save lives. Little kiddos cannot
get vaccinated. It makes no sense for little kiddos to not wear masks until they can be
vaccinated. It is worth it if it saves even one little life. It is worth it if it keeps even one little
guy out of the hospital. It is worth it if it keeps even one little gal from developing long term
symptoms. Masks will also help kids education wise and socially. More spread means more
quarantine means more time away from school, which hurts mental well being and learning. It
also means less stress on moms and dads. Less quarantine makes home and work more
manageable for parents. It is hard to work while taking care of little ones education. The kicker
is this—little kiddos do not care about masks. They just go about their days like they are not
even wearing them. If folks don’t want their little kids masked, that is fine. That is their right.
But it is also MY right to not have my little one at risk of getting sick, heaven forbid dying, or
getting long term symptoms and suffering socially and learning wise because of quarantines. It
is also my right to not have to work while also taking care of little ones’ education at home
because of increased quarantine. This is all to say, Douglas should 100% offer at home, E
learning for kids who do not/not mask. And we should save little ones and keep them and their
parents mentally and physically healthy by masking at school. We are just looking at this
wrong. We should offer in school for kids who wear masks. Not the other way around.

8/15/2021 5:05 PM

1622

There are more than 94,000 children get covid in US, everyone indoor school need to wear
masks to protect themselves and others.

8/15/2021 5:05 PM

1623

I believe there is sufficient evidence that masks do NOT prevent the spread of Covid and that
parents not only deserve but have a God given right and the backing of the United States
constitution to make their own decisions whether to mask or not mask their kids. No one
should ever be allowed to dictate what a child puts on or in their person besides that child’s
parents or guardians. It’s incredibly wrong and against our rights as human beings.

8/15/2021 5:05 PM
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1624

Wearing a mask should be the choice of the parents of each child.

8/15/2021 5:02 PM

1625

Until there is more data on if covid 19 and the variants are really affecting kids more than just
a common virus or the flu then we need to let kids be kids. Parents be parents and if we want
our kids masked we have that choice.

8/15/2021 5:02 PM

1626

I know you have a tough job, however give the students a choice if they want to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 5:02 PM

1627

It needs to be a PARENTS personal decision to put a mask on their child. I choose to not
mask mine and respect other parents decision to put a mask theirs. But it should not be
decided by anyone else than the child’s own parent.

8/15/2021 5:01 PM

1628

Schools should require masks especially for young kids. 1. The efficacy of vaccine has
reduced against Delta variant. 2. Kids under 12 don’t have vaccine options. 3. Masks are most
effective when everyone wears it.

8/15/2021 5:00 PM

1629

Masking kids during in-class learning and while at school is inhuman. Scientifically, it has been
prove to hat masks DO NOT WORK to stop the spread of COVID-19, the airborne particles are
simply too small for the mask to filter. Please, for the love of humanity and the mental health
of our youth, do not mandate masks for schools at any grade level of for universities.

8/15/2021 5:00 PM

1630

Please follow the science. Keep our kids in school by having them wear masks.

8/15/2021 5:00 PM

1631

Masking creates issues for children who are still learning social skills and social cues. It is
more difficult to hear and understand people who are masked so it affects the learning
process.

8/15/2021 4:58 PM

1632

Wear masks to protect our children and save our country! 😷💪💪🙏🙏🇺🇸

8/15/2021 4:57 PM

1633

Mask mandates is child abuse! The SCIENCE proves they do not work and not necessary. I
will pull my kids out if they mandate mask!!! Follow the science!!

8/15/2021 4:56 PM

1634

I do not want my child to be required to wear a mask. It should be a parents personal decision
to make the choice they feel is best for their child. I support a parents personal choice to mask
their child if so desired, but believe it is my choice as a parent to make such decisions for my
own child(ren), not the responsibility of a school board or other parents pressuring the school
board. Unless a new N95 mask will be provided for each child everyday the masks are useless
and unnecessary, and detrimental to children’s wellbeing.

8/15/2021 4:55 PM

1635

As a healthcare professional, I am against the mask mandates as they cause more harm than
good and have been proven to delay growth in students with regards to learning facial
expressions needed to daily life. It also suppresses the oxygen level the kids are accessing.
The kids do not need another mask mandate. This should be left to the parents to decide if a
mask on their child is necessary. In addition, a mandate is not a law and should not be forced
upon the children in the county.

8/15/2021 4:55 PM

1636

Please keep our children and teachers safe.

8/15/2021 4:55 PM

1637

I don’t support the mandates of masks or vaccines. I support truth and liberty.

8/15/2021 4:54 PM

1638

Still waiting for vaccine for the age group below 12 years..I would recommend masking to
prevent the spread.

8/15/2021 4:54 PM

1639

This the last comment I will write. I hope with all my heart that science and common sense will
prevail and that a mask mandate will be put in place for DCSD. Those who against masks are
not medical experts. They are not qualified to make this kind of decision. There is a very large
group of people who are in favor of masking the k-11 kids. It may not appear that way on
social media but it is true. All of my friends and family in other parts of the Denver Metro area
have their kids in schools with mask mandates. I am so jealous and wish I lived in a place that
followed science and common sense. The mandate is temporary until kids can get vaccinated.

8/15/2021 4:53 PM

1640

-Those under 18 have a very low risk of severe COVID and/or hospitalization. -at best cloth
and paper masks already have minimal effectiveness against the spread of COVID and when
you take into account the way kids wear them, ie touching them, dropping them, wearing dirty
ones, they are more of a liability than a help. -Masks have disadvantages that include
discomfort, headaches, communication issues, and difficulty reading facial expressions.

8/15/2021 4:53 PM

1641

The elementary students do not have a way to vaccinate and public health should not be left
up to parents whims

8/15/2021 4:52 PM
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1642

Enough! If you want to follow the science, you can NOT mandate masking of young children.
Scientific studies have shown children have very mild symptoms if any at all. And you MUST
consider Social and Mental Health effects of masking in our youth. Suicides have skyrocketed since the onset of Covid and masking. Depression as well. Parents should have the
right to decide for themselves and their families. Not some activists in an entirely different
county.

8/15/2021 4:51 PM

1643

Mask effectiveness is highly questionable and lacking in support

8/15/2021 4:49 PM

1644

I feel it's important for each school to make their own decisions regarding making. Each
community school has its own set of circumstances and should be trusted to make the best
decisions for the community they know intimately. Our kids and these educators deserve their
independence.

8/15/2021 4:49 PM

1645

Do not sacrifice our children at the alter of the teachers union!!!

8/15/2021 4:49 PM

1646

This is not about politics. It is an urgent request for action. Revised CDC guidance includes
mask wearing for indoor activities, especially when there are unvaccinated people. Our
children, under 12, cannot be vaccinated. Therefore, it is incumbent on the adults to behave as
if the children’s wellbeing depends on us. It is our responsibility to protect them. If we adults
do not require masks for all the children and school staff then we provide an opportunity for
bullying. If only a few children are wearing masks then you will be setting them up for ridicule
and psychological harm. When the evidence was clear that smoking, and second-hand smoke,
was leading to negative health outcomes, it became the will of our leaders and people to take
the choice of smoking in public places away. It is time to the same with this disease.
Everyone working in our schools must be vaccinated and wear masks, as many businesses
are to stepping up to require. How will you, the school administration and the teachers feel if
your failure to act decisively results in even one preventable death or long-term serious health
issue? You have awesome responsibilities. It is important to remember that adults have
choices but not the choice to harm others. They can be guided to the choice of vaccinations or
daily testing, along with wearing masks when indoors. Our children are counting on you to
protect them. By deferring to a vocal group who don’t mind putting all of us at risk, you may
have to explain to a parent why the School or School District did not do what the CDC
recommends. We all value freedom in this country, but with freedom comes great
responsibility. We are relying on you to be a leader and do the right thing - mask all!

8/15/2021 4:47 PM

1647

There are so many things I want the boards to consider before jumping to masks: 1. Kids aged
10 and under were exempt from the statewide mask mandate from the beginning. 2. These
kids, who you’re considering a mask requirement for at school, will not have to wear masks
anywhere besides school. It seems awfully counterproductive for them to wear masks most of
the day at school but nowhere else. 3. Even if they do wear masks at school, they’ll take them
off for lunch and recess, plus snacks. There’s still plenty of opportunities for spread, even if
they wear them perfectly the rest of the day (which seems highly unlikely). 4. Our county has a
high vaccination rate, which should be enough to help protect these kids, who’re less likely to
get COVID anyway. 5. These kids have already been in school for a week without masks. Now
you’re going to flip the script on them? 6. Before we go changing requirements, we should give
these kids at least 2-3 weeks in school so that we can look at our OWN infection rates and
data instead of basing our decisions on the data from other areas, where there’s less of a
vaccinated populous. 7. Asking elementary students to wear masks is counterproductive when
they’ll go home and be around their middle and high school siblings who don’t have to wear a
mask at school. 8. If there’s a “mandate,” what opportunities will there be for parents to opt out
at this point? If parents can opt out of basic childhood vaccines on basis of personal
preference and still send their kids to school, will I have the same option for my student with a
mask?

8/15/2021 4:46 PM

1648

I support masking.

8/15/2021 4:45 PM

1649

I don't think it is appropriate to mandate masking for children for the off chance that they may
infect a high-risk adult who is not yet vaccinated. What percent of the 12+ population is highrisk and how many of them have not been vaccinated? How many of them are even present in
school settings? For children who is high-risk, how many of them are actually doing in-person
learning? A blanket county-wide mask-mandate "in the abundance of caution" to potentially
protect an unknown population is nonsensical.

8/15/2021 4:45 PM

1650

The mask issue was already decided by the board. To change it now just because of pressure
is unacceptable. Parents who are concerned for their children have options. Their children can
wear masks or go remote. Children who choose not to or have medical reasons not to wear

8/15/2021 4:44 PM
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masks would be denied a public education if a mandate were issues now. Stop bowing to
fanatics. Masks should be optional.
1651

In favor of mask mandate for age 3+ Mandate

8/15/2021 4:44 PM

1652

I am the Muddle School Principal at American Academy and last year, we did have a mask
mandate. We were also in school every single day. I personally witnessed how difficult it was
for teachers to teach, connect with their students and identify areas of concern by identifying
non-verbals. Having that wall up was horrible in the classroom. We spent so much time
disciplining students for not wearing their masks correctly, that we missed so many
opportunities to actually teach. Middle School students do have the opportunity to be
vaccinated, don’t make a general rule for the many, when it is a few that are having an issue.

8/15/2021 4:44 PM

1653

I think we should keep masks optional. Those who feel the need and want to wear them can
still have that protection, and those who don’t feel the benefits are great can choose not to
wear them.

8/15/2021 4:43 PM

1654

Below 12 do not have any forms of protection against any form of COVID-19 other than
masking wearing. If all don’t participate than we are not protecting our children.

8/15/2021 4:43 PM

1655

I do not agree with mandatory masking of our children. The risk for adverse health issues due
to COVID is extremely low. The psychological impact I feel is far greater.

8/15/2021 4:43 PM

1656

Kids and all adults should wear mask 😷 100% of the time and should be implementing 6 foot
rule until Covid is gone.

8/15/2021 4:43 PM

1657

I strongly support universal masking for our children. The "inconvenience" of masking should
not be put above the health and safety of our kids. The risks to them have not changed at all
since last year. They are not eligible for vaccines, so it makes no sense that all the
precautions that were put in place to protect them have been completely removed when we are
only several months away from them being able to get vaccines. In addition - without universal
masking, the schools are putting us in an awful position of sending our kids to school with
masks on and them being in the extreme minority of kids wearing them. My daughter has
underlying health conditions and is THE ONLY ONE in her class wearing a mask. How do you
think that makes her feel? She is completely singled out. Kids are being made fun of for
wearing them. It is creating an extremely unnecessary division. There is no DANGER in
wearing a mask - it is only an inconvenience. Not wearing a mask puts kids in DANGER.
Please do the right thing and continue offering them protection until those of us who want to
have our kids protected with a vaccine are able to get it!

8/15/2021 4:41 PM

1658

Masks should absolutely be mandated in all schools Including charters. Especially in our
elementary schools K-6. At the end of the day the goal is to keep the schools open and I
believe masks will absolutely make that possible. In my opinion it’s the parents that have more
of an issue with masks than the actual students. Kids are just happy to be back at school
around their friends. A mask on their face is not going to hinder them in anyway if anything it
will help them remain healthy and have a successful school year. Please do what is right and
protect our children we all know we cannot rely on parents to do the right thing. The mask
controversy is no longer about public health it has turned into a hateful political game and our
children will suffer because of it.

8/15/2021 4:41 PM

1659

I support parents being able to make the decisions for masks and vaccinations. We are a
vaccinated family and do not support any further mask mandates but support those that
choose to wear them. Mandatory masks in school are not the answer!

8/15/2021 4:41 PM

1660

People have been given the chance to vaccinate, now it’s in the public’s hands. We don’t
mandate masks or vaccines with any other illness. There’s no reason to now. People deserve
to make their own health decisions.

8/15/2021 4:40 PM

1661

Dear Board of Health, This talk of requiring our children to wear masks again is very
concerning and discouraging. When the pandemic first began, the lack of knowledge about
Covid-19 justified the thought that masks were helpful, but that reasoning has vanished. It
became clear long ago that the virus is less dangerous to children, and that keeping schools
open poses minimal risk of spreading infections. Yet despite this evidence—and despite the
widespread availability of vaccines to teachers and other adults—many schools are starting to
require masks for our children again. Social distancing and masks hinder learning while
harming children emotionally, socially, and physically, all for no purpose other than providing
false comfort to adults who ought to know better. The rationale for forcing anyone to wear a
mask is questionable. Wearing masks might provide some protection for some high-risk adults

8/15/2021 4:40 PM
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in crowded indoor settings, but the evidence is mixed, and masks can be not just
uncomfortable but harmful. Some adults may judge the trade-offs worthwhile for themselves,
but for children it’s all pain and no gain. The mask mandates are especially cruel to young
children. Adults are supposed to ease their fears, to reassure them that monsters aren’t hiding
under the bed. Instead, we’re frightening them into believing they’re being stalked by invisible
menaces lurking in the air. Another year mask-wearing will scar some of them psychologically
—and maybe physically, too, according to a team of Italian professors of plastic surgery, who
warn that the prolonged pressure from the elastic straps could leave young children with
permanently protruding ears. By hiding teachers’ lips and muffling their speech, mask-wearing
makes it harder for young children to develop linguistic skills and prevents children with
hearing impairments from lip reading. Unable to rely on facial cues, teachers and students of
all ages are more likely to misinterpret one other, a particularly acute problem for children on
the autism spectrum. How are children supposed to develop social skills when they can’t see
one another’s faces? Please do not force any decisions. This is causing many families to
leave our school district for charters, private or homeschooling, causing long-term financial
loss for our schools too. I beg of you, PLEASE let each family make the decision that they
desire for their own children.
1662

Masks are scientifically proven to not work against the spread of a virus. Mandated masks are
also a step towards tyranny.

8/15/2021 4:40 PM

1663

I would like you to strongly consider a mask mandate for elementary school kids at a
minimum, if not all unvaccinated school aged children and child-facing staff. We already
received our first Covid positive email for my daughter's grade last week, and it's worse than I
had even imagined the precautions would be this school year. The entire grade got the letter
because the kids are mixed together at lunch--but, that will enable people to dismiss the
severity of it because they won't know if their child has actually been exposed or not. And
since quarantines have also been eliminated, there will be no way to prevent the spread,
especially when delta is so contagious, kids can carry it asymptomatically, and kids are back
to sharing school supplies and spaces. Requiring masks, but having the rest of school look
more "normal" (ie, no quarantines for single cases, allowing parents in the school, letting kids
all sit where they want at lunch) seems like the easiest way for kids to feel like school is
"normal", but will ensure less spread of Covid within the school building. Please, require masks
and stop letting the loud outspoken parents complaining about masks be the ones to dictate
public health policy. Thank you.

8/15/2021 4:39 PM

1664

It is clear that the delta variant is the most common SARS-CoV2 variant right now. What has
not been made available are data regarding the actual number of pediatric hospitalizations
related to COVID with the denominator of children screening positive for COVID. In addition to
this, other data that has not been made available are the number of COVID vaccinated children
over age 12, diagnosed with COVID (“breakthrough” infections) and severe enough to warrant
hospitalizations. A mask mandate, in a time with availability of vaccinations for children > 12
yrs and paucity of firm evidence linking the current delta variant with severity of infections, is
premature and unnecessary.

8/15/2021 4:39 PM

1665

Mandate masks - protect children who are too young to be vaccinated

8/15/2021 4:38 PM

1666

As a fully vaccinated student, I believe I have done my part to prevent the spread. A simple
Google search will reveal the effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccine. Many students have
been vaccinated or are in the process of being vaccinated. I believe requiring masks for
vaccinated students goes too far. As a senior in high school who has only had the privilege of
one full “normal” high school year, I believe encouraging vaccination is more crucial than
encouraging masks. Masks, while proven effective, do not accomplish the same level of
prevention as the vaccine. Students who choose not to get vaccinated should be encouraged
to wear a mask, but not required.

8/15/2021 4:38 PM

1667

Masking is necessary to prevent spreading COVID-19 Delta variant among kids in school.

8/15/2021 4:37 PM

1668

Allow families to make best decisions for themselves based on personal risk assessment.

8/15/2021 4:37 PM

1669

Please mandate mask wearing for all students, teachers and staff in school to protect our kids
from COVID!

8/15/2021 4:36 PM

1670

I have two kids at 5 and 8, and would like to support the masking for all indoor activities.

8/15/2021 4:36 PM

1671

Please consider masking for those who are ineligible to get vaccinated. It is our job to protect
our kids. Nervous about sending my child to be around other kids without this in place. It is so

8/15/2021 4:36 PM
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important to keep our schools open this year and this will help do that. Thank you for
EVERYTHING this past year and a half. I know it’s been an uphill battle and we appreciate you
all at tricounty!
1672

I support masking in all indoor school settings

8/15/2021 4:35 PM

1673

Please institute mandatory masking. I work with COVID patients and we need to protect our
children. There will not be compliance without this.

8/15/2021 4:34 PM

1674

I am a parent and a preschool teacher. I have been trained that masks aren't 100%
effective...but they do help transmission rates decrease. I have an unvaccinated 4th grader,
and I work with 1 and 2 yr olds. I feel they need as much protection as possible....my
preschoolers and my own 9 yr old. Masks help keep it under control better, and with delta
variant and so many kids in school I think it's best to mandate masks. Our teen, myself and
my husband are all vaccinated.....but with so many kids unmasked we are bound to get
covid....and our unvaccinated 9 yr old...is likely to be exposed to.it. I think mask mandates
went away too quickly. I want to help protect our 9 yr old, and the young preschool children in
my care.

8/15/2021 4:33 PM

1675

Please mandate masks in school.

8/15/2021 4:32 PM

1676

Dear Board Members, I am a parent of three students (two high-school and one middle school)
at DCSD. I am also a Speech-Language Pathologist at a DCSD preschool. I would like to give
my feedback about masking in schools. All three of my children are over age 12 and have
been fully vaccinated. For students over the age of 12 who are vaccinated, I do not support a
mask mandate. Dear Board Members, I am a parent of three students (two high-school and
one middle school) in DCSD. I am also a Speech-Language Pathologist at a DCSD preschool.
As a mom, I have vaccinated all three of my children. I do not support a mask mandate for
students who are fully vaccinated. I do support strong encouragements for teachers, staff, and
students to be vaccinated. As a Speech-Language Pathologist, I have strong objections to
requiring masks for preschool children. Our DCSD preschools are inclusive in nature, meaning
that many of the children are on IEP’s due to speech-language delays. Approximately 80% of
the students at my current school are on an IEP for speech needs. These three and four yearold kiddos struggle with learning speech sounds as well as with learning to interpret the nonverbal aspects of communication such as facial expression. Masks make it incredibly difficult
to teach the skills. The clear masks fog up and face shields alone have not been deemed
acceptable as PPE. This leaves SLP’s in a very difficult situation and it leaves students with a
poor learning environment. In addition to the adverse learning conditions, masks in preschools
are just not effective. I realize that some studies indicate that even cloth face coverings are
somewhat mitigating under certain circumstances. However, those studies were not conducted
in a preschool, where children wear ill-fitting face coverings that fall off, are chewed on, and are
covered in drool and mucus. Furthermore, preschoolers eat snacks together without masks
and have no understanding of social distancing. They hug and touch each other all day long,
which is completely developmentally appropriate. The reality of mask usage in preschools
undermines any potential benefit masks might have under other circumstances. Considering
the learning barrier created and the practical inefficacy of masks, what is the utility of a mask
mandate for preschoolers? Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

8/15/2021 4:31 PM

1677

I support masking for all kids who are not able to get vaccine.

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1678

There is no proven science for masking and that it prevents COVID. The quarantines last year
were still done, even with masks being worn and everything. Kids have had the opportunity to
be vaccinated if they so choose and every parent should have the right to do what they feel is
best for their child. If you feel most comfortable sending your kid in a mask, do so. If you
don't, then don't. Mandates should not force people to do something they are not comfortable
with. If you feel most comfortable having your child be remote all year, that is an option
available to you without having to homeschool your child yourself. Accommodations have been
made for most options, but my children should have the choice to do what they feel most
comfortable with and that is to not wear a mask if they are not comfortable doing so. It causes
breathing restrictions, anxiety, and difficulty seeing for my kid who has glasses.

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1679

Please mandate masks to prevent secondary spread and prevent bullying of mask wearers.

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1680

After spending almost a year in a mask last year, we all made it through. Please mandate
masks again for all people in schools, K-12. They keep everyone safe and are not as
disruptive as has been voiced by the opinions of people who are not in schools. Please make

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1065 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
the decision for us. After being in school for one week where masks are “highly recommend,” I
can personally attest that no one wears them. They need to be mandated.
1681

We should have the ability to chose for our children!!

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1682

Yes, on Mask mandate during a pandemic. Follow lead of how things were conducted during
polio pandemic.

8/15/2021 4:30 PM

1683

No masks.

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

1684

Masking for children in school is detrimental to the learning process.

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

1685

Dear Board of Health, After everything our kids had suffered through last year with the schools
closure, our students deserve a year free from unscientific restrictions. They desperately need
your support now. I have attached some scientific articles to prove how masks can be
emotionality, socially, and psychologically detrimental to all the kids:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d49e2b300d396000117f616/t/60f72b2a5f290a3648b28
212/1626811183089/Long+Term+use+of+facemasks+are+harmful.+without+JAMA+study.pdf
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2021/07/the-kids-were-safe-from-covid-the-whole-time.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/18/briefing/kids-covid-and-delta.html?te=1&nl=themorning&emc=edit_nn_20210712 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/05/26/itstime-children-finally-get-back-normal-life/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8072811/ https://www.cugmhp.org/five-onfriday-posts/why-a-mask-is-not-just-a-mask/?
campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210526&instance_id=31568&nl=themorning&regi_id=121436541&segment_id=59023&te=1&user_id=f37952ce9d668c6ba4c3d337c
e0e711c

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

1686

Masking children should be left up to the parent(s) to decide based on the health of their
children and any other considerations they deem necessary. Masks have harmful effects on
children and are not medical proven to help reduce transmission. If a child is at risk, the
masses should not be masked to protect the few but the few should take precautions of their
own. Parents who want their child protected have options already to protect their child - i.e.
homeschool, online learning, etc. Parents who want their child in person school without
masking have one option and that option is being threatened by those who already have other
options. It's not fair equal opportunities if masking becomes mandated.

8/15/2021 4:29 PM

1687

Hello and thank you, Tri County Board of Health, for all you do for our community. I am a
Colorado native and have been in Castle Rock since 1998. I have raised my 4 children (ages
21-10) in this community and at these schools their entire lives. I am deeply invested in our
state and community, and so I ask you to please consider an option for schools that could
bring PEACE and SAFETY to everyone, without mandating masks while still protecting every
breath every individual takes. There is a company called Aerus that has worked with NASA for
over 2 decades to develop purification technology that instantly destroys Covid (SARS-CoV2),
as well as many other bacterias, molds and viruses, in the air and on surfaces. Even if a
person is unknowingly contagious, the infected droplets they exhale are immediately rendered
harmless by the hydroxyls constantly emitting from the equipment. The equipment could be
implemented into all schools (as it has been at Academy Charter) in less than a day. Air (and
surfaces) are purified every second, which would eliminate the need for a mask mandate.
Masks could be optional so that the vulnerable would still be protected but the anti-maskers
would feel free to make the choice they felt best for their child. The equipment is vetted,
tested, and backed by NASA, Dr. Deborah Birx (former Coronavirus Advisor to President
Trump), and through dozens of studies conducted in military grade level 4 laboratories to verify
its efficacy. All of this information can be accessed online. Each piece of purification
equipment houses the patent protected ActivePure Technology. I am a Colorado representative
for Aerus and ActivePure and have already seen it change the lives of many in our community
including churches, schools, the Denver Broncos, and multiple other organizations where large
groups congregate. Every one of them are especially appreciative of the fact that the
equipment purifies without any chemicals or ozone! If the Board gave schools the option to
implement the equipment as a way to make masking optional, I think all of them would do it!
And time and money are also not detractors. The equipment is plug and play and can be
installed in minutes. Best of all, there are ESSER relief funds available to schools to purchase
the equipment without harming their budgets! Academy Charter availed themselves of these
funds and have the equipment up and running already. This is the BEST option to appease
both sides of the mask debate, while truly protecting communities. Please allow my team the
opportunity to present this technology and its benefits to the Board for consideration! More info
can be found at www.activepure.com. We are available at any time to share the science, data,
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research and results of this SAFE technology, and truly believe it would give the Board of
Health a fair, safe and viable solution that the schools and community would accept and
appreciate!
1688

It causes mental health problems which it deadlier to children than covid

8/15/2021 4:28 PM

1689

DO NOT REQUIRE STUDENTS TO WEAR MASK IN SCHOOLS. IT IS CRUEL AND
UNNECCESARY.

8/15/2021 4:28 PM

1690

i think we should have masks recommended not required.

8/15/2021 4:27 PM

1691

Consistency is the best thing we can provide for our kids, especially those too young to have
the chance to be vaccinated. A “wait and see” approach is reckless. Don’t jeopardize in-person
learning by allowing the Delta variant to rampantly spread.

8/15/2021 4:27 PM

1692

I don’t think serious health concerns like vaccinations, mask mandates, smoking in public
facilities like schools, libraries or hospitals, should be left up to a democratic process for
people to vote for what they prefer. There is simply too much misinformation circulating, and
this issue has become so politicalized that average citizens can no longer make informed
decisions. This has turned into a red vs blue issue, with too much conspiracy theory and a
distrust of government clouding people’s better judgement. CDC didn’t help things by relaxing
mask guidelines then later strongly suggesting to use them- nobody wants to let go of a
“benefit” once they experience it. Once masks come off, it’s a pain to get people to agree to
put them back on! We should instead follow the recommendations of a large body of health
care professionals (no politicians please) and whatever they say should be the rule. Nobody
likes masks so if you leave it to a popular vote, people will vote with their very clouded
judgement and almost certainly will not vote in the best interest of public heath and safety.
Remember, people were also very mad when seatbelts were mandated, or when designated
smoking areas and later smoking was banned inside buildings, too!

8/15/2021 4:27 PM

1693

It should be at the discretion of the family. My daughter got vaccinated so she wouldn’t be
quarantined again or required to wear a mask

8/15/2021 4:27 PM

1694

I strongly oppose a mask mandate. Whether or not a child wears a mask at school is a
personal choice that should be left to parents – not educators. Your current position of
recommending masks for those who choose to do so is ideal, but do not fall into the misguided
mindset that you have right to direct my kids to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 4:26 PM

1695

This is not about politics. It is an urgent request for action. Revised CDC guidance includes
mask wearing for indoor activities, especially when there are unvaccinated people. Our
children, under 12, cannot be vaccinated. Therefore, it is incumbent on the adults to behave as
if the children’s wellbeing depends on us. It is our responsibility to protect them. If we adults
do not require masks for all the children and school staff then we provide an opportunity for
bullying. If only a few children are wearing masks then you will be setting them up for ridicule
and psychological harm. When the evidence was clear that smoking, and second-hand smoke,
was leading to negative health outcomes, it became the will of our leaders and people to take
the choice of smoking in public places away. It is time to the same with this disease.
Everyone working in our schools must be vaccinated and wear masks, as many businesses
are to stepping up to require. How will you, the school administration and the teachers feel if
your failure to act decisively results in even one preventable death or long-term serious health
issue? You have awesome responsibilities. It is important to remember that adults have
choices but not the choice to harm others. They can be guided to the choice of vaccinations or
daily testing, along with wearing masks when indoors. Our children are counting on you to
protect them. By deferring to a vocal group who don’t mind putting all of us at risk, you may
have to explain to a parent why the School or School District did not do what the CDC
recommends.

8/15/2021 4:26 PM

1696

We did it last year and we can do it again to help our kids.

8/15/2021 4:26 PM

1697

Absolutely not!

8/15/2021 4:25 PM

1698

I appreciate the school board seeking the opinions of their constituents with this survey.

8/15/2021 4:24 PM

1699

I am not comfortable with anyone mandating that my child wear a mask. As a parent, I am the
person who will decide what is best for my child.

8/15/2021 4:24 PM

1700

Masking children is known to have caused a substantial increase in attempted suicides. The
problem has been serious enough to cause Children’s Hospital to declare an emergency. CDC

8/15/2021 4:23 PM
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data as of 08/11 states that the Colorado COVID-19 hospitalization rate for children age 0 - 17
is only 0.22 per 100,000 of population. This does not justify masking and certainly doesn’t
justify the mental health damage that is associated with the forced masking of children. Your 3
options on “feelings” about masking in schools are not adequate and attempt to force extreme
views.
1701

Masks NEED to be worn to prevent the forest of Covid-19, it is proven they work. The
vulnerable 3-11 year olds who cannot be vaccinated will need to wear them to be safe as they
are unvaccinated. It’s that simple.

8/15/2021 4:22 PM

1702

Please do not recommend kids have to wear masks to school.

8/15/2021 4:22 PM

1703

All the studies I have see say wearing masks makes no difference - but it does create all
kinds of issues with children!! Most of this information is from the Wall Street Journal- Aug 8,
2021! I am no longer trusting the CDC - they have sold out!!!

8/15/2021 4:22 PM

1704

I, as an 18 year old that has recently graduated strongly disagree with masking of any sorts. It
is a direct violation of United States citizen rights. People need to stop being so scared and
move on with their lives. If parents are uncomfortable with their kids being surrounded by
others that are unmasked, those parents should keep their own children home instead of
making it others problem that they can’t get over their fear of a virus that has a likelihood of
0.04% chance of killing you. Stop listening to CDC and others about everything. Please create
a reasonable mindset of your own and make the right choice. Fauci and his emails directly
proved that masks are ineffective and useless. If YOU are scared, stay home, and keep your
own children home. Let the rest of us live our lives and let the children of DCSD have a normal
childhood throughout the school setting!!

8/15/2021 4:21 PM

1705

We need to keep our kids safe. My son doesn’t mind wearing his mask as long as he’s seeing
other people do it to. When other people aren’t having him do it is much harder.

8/15/2021 4:21 PM

1706

The tri-county community’s transmission rate is above 35 cases per 100,000 people over a
seven-day period which puts us at high risk. Regardless of vaccination rate, until kids 11 and
under are eligible for vaccinations, universal masking and quarantines are our greatest defense
against the spread of COVID-19 in our schools, especially with variants being more highly
transmissible. According to CDC, "Masks work best when everyone wears them." It's clear
that at this time only a fraction of parents are following the "strong recommendation" for mask
wearing and that leaves all children at greater risk for contracting and spreading COVID-19. I
believe we should follow the guidelines of the CDC and AAP and require universal masking for
those 11 and under. Thank you!

8/15/2021 4:21 PM

1707

Wearing masks should be left as a personal choice.

8/15/2021 4:21 PM

1708

NO MASKS. Give everyone the choice to do what they want to do. No one is telling kids not to
wear a mask. So let people who want to wear one rather than making everyone wear them.
Bad for health of kids breathing, teaching and social and mental health.

8/15/2021 4:20 PM

1709

I strongly oppose a mask mandate. Those who feel comfortable wearing one are freely doing
that and those who do not want to wear one are freely doing that as well. It is not necessary to
dictate policy that is not moderate. A moderate approach would be to allow families to govern
themselves without a strong push left or right. The knee-jerk reaction policy is far more harmful
to this age group than the actual virus. My child needs to be able to freely communicate with
her school leaders and her peers. We have actually had a child repeat their grade this year
because of the damage done to their learning from the mask mandate. Please do not mandate
this! It is causing trauma in our children.

8/15/2021 4:19 PM

1710

Having no option for my 11 year old to vaccinate at this time, I fully support a mask mandate
in our schools.

8/15/2021 4:17 PM

1711

As a kindergarten teacher, and human, I would like to voice my STRONG disagreement with
the consideration of a mask mandate in schools. Due to the amount of time students and
teachers spend with each other each day, masks do not, have not, and will not protect us from
catching the virus. The CDC states that a person is considered exposed after 15 minutes in
the same breathable space as a positive carrier, regardless of mask wearing. Additionally, My
tiny 5 & 6 year old students NEED to be able to see my mouth and face in order to learn
properly. Especially, this year, I will have a nearly deaf, hard of hearing student who relies on
lip reading & clear audio to make it through his day. I cannot perform my job and meet the
needs of my students if I am forced to wear a mask (despite already having had COVID &
being fully vaccinated). Mask &/or shields simply are NOT an option in my classroom. If I can

8/15/2021 4:17 PM
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choose to wear a mask in the grocery store, I should be allowed to choose if I wear a mask in
my place of work. Allow us to make the decision for ourselves. Masking isn’t going to protect
school age children or their teachers any better than simply existing will. Do not force children
or their teachers to endure another year of discomfort. You will only worsen the learning gap
that is already so glaringly obvious as a result of COVID and everything we’ve had to do
because of it. You WILL lose teachers because of this… if they don’t leave this year, they will
next. Please do not mandate mask wearing in schools. Please.
1712

Please don’t ask children to wear masks. We are very concerned on the mental health impact
and learning concerns particularly speech.

8/15/2021 4:17 PM

1713

It is absolutely irresponsible to not require masks for all staff and students. The delta variant is
affecting and even killing more children than any other variant has and vaccines for 11 and
younger are still not available. I’m sure there were people who were upset about drunk driving
laws when they went into affect. It doesn’t mean they weren’t for the better food off the public.

8/15/2021 4:16 PM

1714

As we all have the ability to read, we should know that non M95 masks are statically
insignificant for covid suppression or prevention. As children are the least affected by covid,
any attempt to impose adult or elderly standards into them will be and should be met with the
harshest of skepticism. Imposing a mask mandate in schools is beyond asinine, it is
malicious. Please err on the side of freedom. As you will make the decision I will hold you
(people making the decision) responsible.

8/15/2021 4:16 PM

1715

As the parent of a child who is not yet eligible for vaccination, I believe it is imperative for all
staff and children to wear masks within a school setting. Until vaccines are available for
children of all age ranges, there is no better solution/protection available to us as a community
other than masking and social distancing. This issue has become even more important as
new, more contagious and aggressive variants continue to spread rapidly. As a community I
believe we can all see the value of in-person learning; why would we not do everything in our
power to ensure that our children are in a safe environment to do so? Asking students and
staff to wear a mask throughout the day is a small ask to allow our children to flourish and
experience a small degree of normalcy without having to face illness and quarantines. In fact
many adults have the same requirement from our places of work. In short, as parents,
educators, and staff responsible for the well-being of hundreds of children, we should do
everything in our power to ensure that no child experience a covid hospital stay or watch a
loved one go through the same.

8/15/2021 4:15 PM

1716

Children should not require to wear a mask

8/15/2021 4:13 PM

1717

Masking children is detrimental to their health and will increase upper respiratory infections!!!!

8/15/2021 4:13 PM

1718

Strongly against mask mandate

8/15/2021 4:13 PM

1719

According to the CDC’s website, there have been 292 COVID deaths in the 5-18 year group
Nation wide since 1/2020. Consequently, more children died of the flu. Masking and isolating
are statistically more damaging than the actual virus on students. Please listen to the parents!
We do NOT want our children masked!

8/15/2021 4:13 PM

1720

Please do not mask kids!!

8/15/2021 4:13 PM

1721

I think the Board should have the courage to do the right thing and mandate masks in schools.
It is clear that more children than ever are getting sick and masks can mitigate this. It needs
to be a mandate so that people who are stupid cannot endanger the children of the rest of us.

8/15/2021 4:12 PM

1722

Please make masking indoors mandatory for every age/grade-level. As a teacher, the need to
keep students and staff safe far supersedes any discussion of one’s “right” to not wear a
mask. I live in Douglas County and work in a CCSD high school in Arapahoe County

8/15/2021 4:11 PM

1723

We have a 6 and 8 yr old, so while we support universal masking in all indoor school settings,
as per the AAP, CDC etc, universal masking in elementary schools is of particular concern to
us, as parents, and frankly just as human beings. I was able to watch Dr Douglas' presentation
on 8/12. The data and science that he presented, especially looking at Delta being the
overwhelmingly dominant strain here, it's proven increase in transmissibility, the near 93%
increase in cases in the 5-10 age group here in Dougco over the last week, compared to the
previous AND all of the correspondence from local providers that support masking, I don't
know of any argument on the opposing side that can compete with that. My point is that you've
seen the data, it speaks for itself. I don't see the point of reiterating that here, so I will continue
to make a personal appeal. We had hoped that the removal of universal masking would not

8/15/2021 4:10 PM
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even be considered until, the 5-11 age group was given the opportunity to be vaccinated, so
that those who want the vaccine can have that layer of protection. The fact that we are even
debating this in a near completely non vaccinated elementary population is non-sensical. What
are the proven mitigation strategies for combating COVID, in it's transmission, and lessen the
likelihood of new variants? Vaccination is paramount, and then there is universal masking,
followed by social distance, ventilation, hand washing etc. The first strategy is unavailable for
our young kids and the second is not being used in DSCD. This is a public health issue,
period. We have chosen to lead a parred down life these last 18 months, in the interest of the
health and safety of our kids, our family, our community and so on. We are aware that this is
not the choice that other families have made. Nonetheless, I am not exaggerating when I say
that our back-to-school night was a horrifying experience. The "strongly recommended mask
guidance" is being interpreted by the majority as "this does not apply to me," or their
risk/benefit ratio is clearly different than ours, as evidenced by all of the unmasked faces that
we saw, by all, parents, students and staff. Now after completing the first week of school,
there seems to be a very wide variation in mask wearing from class to class. It appears that at
very best, at our school it’s 40-50% in a class to as low as 10% or less, in masks. The
strength in masks is when they are used by all in a group, it is not a singular effort. The power
is in the collective. I wear my mask in part for you and you wear your mask in part for me.
What a great teaching moment this could have been for our children? Because of the lack of
uniformity, it has fallen on our teachers to go above and beyond to try to make sure our kids
are safe. We don't want them to participate in large indoor groups, ie assemblies. We ask that
they be surrounded with other masked kids, within seating arrangements. We don’t want an
unmasked visitor or parent volunteer to be working closely with our kids. This is especially
concerning as it is currently possible for an unvaccinated parent or visitor to come into the
school unmasked. My hope is that an unvaccinated visitor or parent realizes that they should
not be stepping foot inside a school, it's not a grocery store. (I know that we are not debating
vaccines here). We have wonderful teachers, and we know that keeping all of our kids safe is
their top priority, but the burden shouldn’t be placed solely on them. We are more worried
about our kids' health and safety this year than we were last year, with the current lack of
protocols. How sad is it say that if this were any other environment that we were talking about
besides school, we would never be sending our kids into it. We feel like everyone’s goal on
both sides is to just be able to have our kids remain in in person learning. However, based on
data and science I think that that is unlikely with the current guidance in our county. Of
course, I would love nothing more than to be proven wrong on this. However, it is not worth the
risk, for us, to take the, "let's just see how it goes approach." We need your help and that of
TCHD to make a universal mask mandate especially for the elementary schools. We fear that
if we remain dependent on our district to make the call, no mandate will even be considered
until kids are sick, there is spread within the schools and schools potentially have to go
remote. We all know that for the majority of kids being in the classroom is far superior to
online learning, for academics, socialization and mental health. I work as a nurse at a local
pediatric office, so I am fully aware that, THUS FAR, the risk of complication, hospitalization,
and death in children is very low, but it does happen. Our 8 yr old has asthma, so her risk is
higher for those things. We also don't know everything there is to know about COVID and it's
impact on the pediatric population. I know how great it is to see the faces of kids and to have
that interaction, but only when it's safe to do so. It's not time yet. We are talking about our
children, our most precious gifts.
1724

Current school policies to manage any sick child is more than sufficient. If you ever see
children with masks, you know they do not even come close to wearing it correctly and quite
frankly, have far more germs and nasty stuff in their mask than what's in the air. For every
study that supports masks I can show you one that refutes it. I'm not pretending covid isn't
real, but our response to it is solely based on fear

8/15/2021 4:10 PM

1725

I am a sophomore student.

8/15/2021 4:08 PM

1726

I believe that masks are doing more harm mentally and physically to our kids than any help. I
also think it is a right to choose and nothing should be mandated. Mandates cause division.
Again, more harm that good.

8/15/2021 4:07 PM

1727

I do NOT support masking children in schools. It is horribly unhealthy for a child to wear a
mask for 6 plus hours.

8/15/2021 4:07 PM

1728

I don’t appreciate tri county health making decisions for our children’s health. Medical freedom
is a liberty and not you or anyone else should be allowed to make these choices.

8/15/2021 4:07 PM

1729

Masks do nothing to stop the spread. Tons of research says the harm completely outweighs

8/15/2021 4:06 PM
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the benefits.
1730

I absolutely disagree with a mask mandate for the children!

8/15/2021 4:06 PM

1731

NO MASKS PLEASE

8/15/2021 4:04 PM

1732

I think it would be appropriate to mandate masks for ALL unvaccinated individuals. With that
being said, students should wear masks period until numbers go down and staff should have
the choice if they are vaccinated to not wear masks.

8/15/2021 4:03 PM

1733

Why are you getting input from the public? We are not medical professionals. We are not
educated in the details of Covid - unless you count our information from the media & social
media which we know is skewed in whatever direction/agenda of the news outlet. The public is
going to view question #4 as a vote not a survey - so when their opinion doesn't "win" or it
appears you are going against the majority "vote" you then have an uprising. Set your
guidelines and thresholds, if we cross the positivity rate, or positive cases percentage or
whatever you deem is the tipping point - then we wearmasks. Period. Don't be scared or
swayed by those who yell the loudest or have the biggest tantrum. Do your job and take
appropriate action based on your medical training, keeping the public/our children safe based
on the facts.

8/15/2021 4:03 PM

1734

Cloth masks do not work and can not stop the droplets of COVID. Children are the LEAST at
risk of catching COVID and have a 99.9 percent chance of recovering. More children ( about
480) died from the flu in 2018-2019 and no rush to “mask up” then. This is only about control
and government overreach.

8/15/2021 4:02 PM

1735

Strongly AGAINST mask mandate!

8/15/2021 4:02 PM

1736

I am the parent of 16, 11 and 5 years old girls, two of whom cannot get vaccinated yet, that all
attend Douglas County schools. I am very concerned about the lower level of safety our school
district is currently providing. The numerous covid-19 surges going on in some parts of the
country at this time are showing the data on what the delta virus can do in a public setting. The
public setting we are talking about now is our elementary schools. Until every child has access
to covid-19 vaccines, the school district and health department needs to take ANY & ALL
measures to keep as many kids safe as possible. It's my children's right to attend public
school safely. There is scientific, as real-world proof, that we have all witnessed in the past 18
months that show masking does help curb the spread of covid-19. Given that information, it is
my expectation that my school district should be implementing an indoor mask mandate for all
staff, students, and visitors in our public schools until vaccines are approved for our young
kids and adequate time is given for them to receive those vaccines. I realize people are tired
of masks. I am too, but simply not wanting to wear masks because it's inconvenient or
annoying is unacceptable. We live in a society, and as part of that, it's everyone's
responsibility to do the right thing to protect others. Just because anti-mask supporters have
the choice not to wear a mask, doesn't mean they have the right to choose to do that in a
publicly funded setting such as school during this health crisis. Please mandate masks for k12 in Douglas County Schools today. Thank you,

8/15/2021 4:02 PM

1737

Let masking be a CHOICE!! DO NOT force our kids to mask. Let us parents decide what is
best for OUR kids!

8/15/2021 4:02 PM

1738

The schools have given those who uncomfortable a way to not expose themselves. We have
done our jobs in vaccinations, it is unfair to cause further issues for the families who are
comfortable with not wearing masks. It feels like often times that the squeaky wheel get the
attention (the people wanting others to wear masks to make themselves feel more safe) when
there are many more people who are willing to send our children and don't want masks.

8/15/2021 4:00 PM

1739

People are crazy about this - thanks for trying to figure it out. My opinion, fwiw, is that young
children learn so much from facial expressions and clear communication, that it is worth the
additional risk to go unmasked in school (and my understanding, based on trying to keep up
with the latest studies, is that children are still very unlikely to get seriously ill from Covid-19).

8/15/2021 4:00 PM

1740

Please consider a mask mandate for our public schools. We are already seeing issues in other
states whereby no protection was required and its failure is growing. Our children deserve our
protection. Our teachers and children deserve our protection. My daughter is a teacher and my
grandson is in elementary school. Its personal.

8/15/2021 4:00 PM

1741

While our 13-year-old is vaccinated we know that many eligible people are not but do not follow
any Covid protocol. We would prefer knowing that our kids, teachers and others are as safe as

8/15/2021 3:59 PM
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possible. Without masks I feel we will be learning from home soon due to required quarantines.
1742

No mask requirements for anyone. People can stay home or keep their kids home if they don’t
feel comfortable. If people want to wear a mask fine. But don’t force people that don’t want!

8/15/2021 3:58 PM

1743

I formerly worked within the schools with kids that were involved with the courts. You have
issues with your teachers and I’m debating going public with the information. Stop forcing the
masks. Stop the CRT - you are destroying kids that are already having difficulties. Again, I
respectfully ask that you make the right choice. I have 15 years of records and I have no
problem turning then over to my attorney. This will land on you, the schools and you, the
teachers and you, the county. It’s not a threat, I just never thought it would come to this. It
needs to stop now. You have messed up more graduations, more important experiences than
most kids can handle. One of these days you will have to take responsibility for your
involvement in this. Wait until it’s your family I’m working with because your child committed
suicide. You have no legal basis or “science” to go on. We all know. I also have my records
from DSS in Douglas County. The more I think about it, perhaps it’s best I come forward.

8/15/2021 3:57 PM

1744

This is AMERICA...The land of the FREE! FREE TO MAKE THEIR OWN Choices. Please let
each individual family choose what is best for them. If some want to live in fear, let them, if
some want to take their chances with their own immune system, let them. this is AMERICA!!
JUST GIVE US FREEDOM!!

8/15/2021 3:57 PM

1745

Give parental choice, our children- our choice if they wear a mask or not.

8/15/2021 3:57 PM

1746

Let's keep everyone safe, especially those who cannot currently vaccinate!

8/15/2021 3:55 PM

1747

Please mandate indoor mask wearing for all elementary schools. It would be foolhardy not to
given that children under 12 cannot be vaccinated and Delta is so contagious.

8/15/2021 3:55 PM

1748

Please mandate that students, teachers and all school staff be masked in indoor school
settings and that anyone who wants to attend school or be employed at a school get the Covid
vaccine. They'll need to show their vaccine cards for school enrolment and employment.
Everyone in my family is vaccinated but with so many unvaccinated and the fact that even
vaccinated individuals could be carriers or suffer from Covid, it's best to not spread it any
further to prevent more variants and protect those who are unable to get the vaccines. I really
want for my kids to have an enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation,
outbreaks) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption this year. Last year was
hard on all kids and teachers. Students and parents anxiety levels were at an unhealthy level
and it seems to be heading that way this year with super spreader events.

8/15/2021 3:55 PM

1749

If you look at the science, forcing children to wear masks is much more detrimental to them. It
lowers their rate of learning, increases risk of mental health and makes it harder for them so
socialize, which is extremely important at that age. The risk of someone under 40 dying of
Covid is tiny. The risk of someone under 20 dying of Covid is infinitely smaller. Masks hurt
children. It is tantamount to child abuse at this point.

8/15/2021 3:55 PM

1750

If masking continues to be an issue I will be forced to consider private education. The only
reason we are currently at public school now is because of the friendships our daughter has
made. I know several families that are in the same boat. The appeal of having our children in
public education is quickly becoming a repulsion. The fact that the curriculum is becoming so
politicized is making private schooling a better option if we want our children to learn the
values that make this country great!

8/15/2021 3:54 PM

1751

No to masks: We, the adults, all of us; not just the parents or the educators or the healthcare
facilitators but all of us should feel an obligation to do better by the children. We should raise
them up to be better than us; not to hinder their freedoms because of our fear and laziness.
Studies prove children have the lowest infection rate and those who test positive because
Mom or Dad got sick, are most often asymptomatic meaning the virus cannot replicate fast
enough in their healthy immune systems to actually spread to others. As a society we have
inundated our children with technology that is diminishing their ability to develop their emotional
intellect and social and communicative skills. Most experts agree that 70-93% of all
communication is non-verbal and the masks hinder both non-verbal and verbal communication.
Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death amongst children ages 10-24 and mental health
issues are on the rise at startling rates. For us to intentionally hinder an entire generation by
forcing the children to wear masks would have catastrophic long term effects on our society
beyond what this virus, that is not going away, is doing. Imagine how much harder it is for
those children who have special needs. We seem to sacrifice our young people and then

8/15/2021 3:54 PM
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blame them or set them aside when they grow up incapable to adapt or function in a productive
manner. The masks did not eradicate the virus last year. They did not eradicate H3N2 from
1968 and they did not eradicate H1N1. The virus will continue to create errors in the replication
process that we are calling variants and like colds and influenza, we have yet to have a cure.
The virus is not going away and we should not mask them forever. We need to be courageous
and adapt. We need to learn how to strengthen our immune systems and reduce inflammation
as that is what is killing people from this virus. The children getting it develop natural immunity
which is what our vaccines are intended to mimic in the first place. We can keep them home if
they show symptoms and quarantine when a classmate tests positive if that helps spread it to
those that are high risk. We should support those who are afraid or have compromised immune
systems in wearing masks if they prefer or to participate in remote learning; but we should not
allow the lazy and authoritarian style approach of forcing the children to wear masks. The
masks make their noses run and irritate the skin so all people are constantly touching them
and spreading germs that way. I wonder how much our landfills are increasing. I see masks on
the ground in every parking lot and instruct my 4 children not to touch them as they are
covered in snot and germs. It is best to encourage hand washing and proper hygiene. We
cannot afford to force the children to pay the price in our society. Their education, their
character and their self-worth are far too important.
1752

Whether or not kids should wear masks to school should be the parent’s decision, not the
decision of unelected administrators.

8/15/2021 3:54 PM

1753

There is overwhelming actual research (peer reviewed vs propaganda news) that support that
masks are not effective in fighting covid-19 virus. As a mental health therapist there are far
more psychological damage we are doing by masking our children. What the main stream
media is not covering us the massive rates of abuse, neglect, suicides by our young children.
This must stop and it starts with unmasking and stop creating unnecessary fear. We have
powerful immune systems to fight any virus. Let's give kids the right to breathe again.

8/15/2021 3:54 PM

1754

I am a nutrition specialist as well as an educator. One of my daughters developed a severe
case of acute bronchitis as a direct result of wearing a mask. She was subsequently placed on
strong steroids and antibiotics. Within the month following, she suffered a full Achilles rupture
that our doctor attributes in part to the medicine prescribed to combat Mask-induced bronchitis.
One of my sons has Autism, Epilepsy, and Hypoxemia (low oxygen in the blood) and cannot
wear a mask for both psychological and medical reasons. The rate of suicides induced by
these draconian measures upon our children far exceeds their risk of suffering from a long term
effect of COVID. Suicide is final. COVID, for a healthy young person, poses very minimal risk.
I believe that imposing such mandates as forced masks and experimental vaccinations should
place the individuals responsible for such measures in violation of many ethical and legal
procedures and subject to crimes against humanity.

8/15/2021 3:54 PM

1755

I don’t think children should wear masks.

8/15/2021 3:52 PM

1756

To mandate that children wear masks without parental permission is taking a parent’s right to
decide what is best for their own children away. Many parents do not believe masks will protect
the children, but actually hurt the children by reducing their ability to breathe freely. Masks
should be voluntary, not mandated.

8/15/2021 3:52 PM

1757

Masking will help to protect children who cannot get vaccinated.

8/15/2021 3:50 PM

1758

I would ask that we not require masks.

8/15/2021 3:49 PM

1759

Please do not make teachers & students wear masks.

8/15/2021 3:49 PM

1760

As of 8/14, the 7 day average of positive cases in Colorado was over 1,000. A high majority of
new cases are from the unvaccinated. Other counties nearby - Jefferson, Arapahoe, Adams,
and Denver - have local public health’s orders in place. Please help protect our kids better by
requiring masks indoors. There isn’t a vaccine available for kids under the age of 12.

8/15/2021 3:49 PM

1761

Under no circumstances do I support my fully vaccinated children having to suffer through
another year of masks. We got vaccinated for a reason!!! For a virus that is 99% survivability
rate. I will NOT send my children to school in a mask.

8/15/2021 3:49 PM

1762

Please do not make kids wear masks in schools.

8/15/2021 3:48 PM

1763

I do not support mask wearing in special education settings as it is hurting my daughters
speech development. I do not mind mask wearing in other settings.

8/15/2021 3:48 PM
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1764

Our community needs to realize that a mask mandate for school is not a "freedom" issue; it is
a health issue, a disease-prevention issue. Better to be proactive, and have an earlier mandate
so our students have the least amount of interruptions (i.e. quarantines) as possible this
Fall/Winter.

8/15/2021 3:48 PM

1765

Masking a a choice for vaxed. Required for unvaxed.

8/15/2021 3:48 PM

1766

Please allow the parents to chose wether masks are appropriate for their child. Especially
children that have already had Covid or are vaccinated. The questions below also do not reflect
my view. I am in support of masking for those that feel their kids should be masked. I am not
100% against or 100% for masking.

8/15/2021 3:48 PM

1767

I fully support masking of ALL students, K-12. Young children can’t get vaccinated, and those
who are vaccinated could have a breakthrough case/infection, which could infect under 12
children in their home, who will then infect their peers at school. This pandemic of far from
over, and now young children are the most vulnerable because they can’t get immunized. Let’s
work together to prevent this pandemic from claiming our children’s lives, or compromising
their health long term.

8/15/2021 3:46 PM

1768

Please RECOMMEND without requiring masking of children.

8/15/2021 3:44 PM

1769

Please allow the parents to decide what is best for their kids. According to The Association of
American Physicians and Surgeons (https://aapsonline.org/mask-facts/) the COVID-19 (SARSCoV-2) particle is 0.125 micrometers/microns (μm). Cloth masks do not block out particles that
size. A properly fitted N95 will block 95% of tiny air particles down to 0.3 μm from reaching the
wearer’s face. Surgical masks block even less. THEY DO NOT WORK TO BLOCK COVID! It
is like expecting your underwear to block a fart. It just does not work. In fact a cloth mask is
doing more harm than good. I am far more concerned about my kids' mental health and the sky
rocketing suicide rates in our youth than contracting this virus. All the adults who want to get
vaccinated have been vaccinated. Let the parents decide what is in the best interest of their
kids.

8/15/2021 3:43 PM

1770

I do not support mandatory masking in our schools. Masks are an unnecessary distraction.

8/15/2021 3:43 PM

1771

I think masks should be a choice not mandatory. We are in America and thus is taking away
our rights if mandated. We should be free to decide for ourselves what is best as individuals
and for our children.

8/15/2021 3:42 PM

1772

Do not require masks in school for kids. It is absolutely absurd that this is even something to
be considered. You are ruining the child’s ability to read facial expressions and social
interactions. Creating anxiety around sickness that poses absolutely no threat to their health
and teaching them to be afraid other human beings. It’s disgusting and it’s wrong

8/15/2021 3:40 PM

1773

Masks don’t work. Even if they did, it’s ludicrous to do it for 8 hours during school and then
they can not wear them every where else. This isn’t about protecting kids, this is about sacred
teacher’s union workers thinking kids are disease vectors.

8/15/2021 3:39 PM

1774

Parents have the best understanding of the medical needs of their families, and are in the best
position to make the correct decisions. That, coupled with the fact that kids are in the
LOWEST risk category for any covid-19 complications makes it clear that masking should be
an individual choice.

8/15/2021 3:39 PM

1775

The risk of death in children who get Covid is .008%. They have a greater chance of dying
from the flu then Covid. Don’t make this political, don’t make a decision based on fear. Do
what’s best for the children.

8/15/2021 3:39 PM

1776

I don’t understand what the deal is against wearing masks. If we can protect vulnerable
populations by adhering to safety procedures then we should. Masks are a simple and easy
way to help minimize the risk of Covid-19. People say masks don’t work but they have to be
used in combination with other safety protocols to be effective. If only a few protocols are
followed and others are ignored then we’ll continue to see cases of Covid in our community.

8/15/2021 3:39 PM

1777

No more masks...they are useless!!

8/15/2021 3:38 PM

1778

Until our youngest students are protect by the vaccine we all must do what we can to protect
them. This is not a free choice issue. This is a safety issue, like buckling your child into their
car seat.

8/15/2021 3:38 PM

1779

Do not mask

8/15/2021 3:38 PM
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1780

I am an RN and totally against mandates for masks for children! Oxygen deprivation, carbon
dioxide raises, bacteria laden masks - this is not conducive to HEALTH and growing and
learning. It says right on the box of masks that they do not prevent transmission of Covid.
There is absolutely NO study that shows that masks work so why are we doing this? If others
want to do this voluntarily then fine albeit stupid, but NO MANDATE

8/15/2021 3:37 PM

1781

Members of the Tri-County Board of Health, I do not support the mandating of masks in
schools I believe that it should be left to individuals to decide for themselves.

8/15/2021 3:37 PM

1782

Please do not ask our children to do this again without cause. They hardly even wear their
masks properly. The scientific cons of them covering their faces are much greater than the
pros.

8/15/2021 3:36 PM

1783

Please allow parents to decide on whether or not a mask is needed.

8/15/2021 3:36 PM

1784

I think following CDC guidance is the best option for everyone. You cannot please everyone
and someone will always be upset. They can find other options.

8/15/2021 3:34 PM

1785

Do not mask kids!!!!!

8/15/2021 3:34 PM

1786

Eliminate all mask mandates for kids!! This is child abuse!!! There is no scientific evidence
that they work and in fact, all of the evidence supports that kids are not susceptible to the
virus!!!!

8/15/2021 3:34 PM

1787

Please mandate masks in all schools for all ages. We are not done with this pandemic and the
tend is worsening. We need to act now and not wait for the worst to happen. My kids are
vaccinated and prepared to wear masks to help others. Let’s think about our neighbors and
those who are vulnerable and do what’s right for them.

8/15/2021 3:33 PM

1788

Our students already have the right to choose if they want to mask. No one is saying they
can’t. Why force masking on those that don’t want it. It causes depression and suicide rates to
increase.

8/15/2021 3:33 PM

1789

Do not require masks!

8/15/2021 3:33 PM

1790

My two students DO NOT and SHOULD NOT have to wear masks while at school. There is an
inherent health risk anytime you/we are in a public setting and this virus is no different. We
should be the ones in control of how we present and protect (no not) ourselves in the public
sphere. The hospitalizations and deaths have not been increasing, especially for children.
Leave the masks off our kids or let us go back to online learning - which for my kids was
VERY successful!

8/15/2021 3:32 PM

1791

Do NOT require masks in-school. We will monitor our own children.

8/15/2021 3:32 PM

1792

Please continue to allow individual parent choice over this matter

8/15/2021 3:30 PM

1793

I want our kids in school and to be able to stay in school. My elementary kids (kindergarten
and 3rd grade) have both mentioned that almost no one is wearing masks and they feel
different from their friends. Their desk are pushed together in both classrooms in groups of 4 to
facilitate group learning - which is wonderful for educational purposes but doesn’t comply with
distancing recommendations. Simple mask requirements would remove social isolation while
facilitating educational benefits of group learning. Vaccination rates of our community are
immaterial in an elementary school setting where almost none of the student body is
vaccinated. I am also already aware (in the first week of school) of a parent being positive for
COVID-19 and sending their children to school unmasked. This is terrifying as we all want to
keep our kids in school and schools open but already children are not being tested and sent
maskless because the parents don’t want their children stigmatized for mask wearing. I beg of
you to take this one simple step to protect those who cannot be vaccinated yet. Elementary
students, especially the younger ones, are not yet adept at covering coughs and sneezes.
Moreover, as sick as we are all over masks, they are scientifically the simplest way we can
protect our kids and keep them in school. The layered mitigation “strong suggestions” are
simply not being followed and are not sufficient. Mask wearing is 5-10% at our elementary
school and all classrooms I saw have grouped desks. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

8/15/2021 3:30 PM

1794

There is no need to require this is Douglas County.

8/15/2021 3:30 PM

1795

I am very concerned about mask mandatory. All students, teachers and faculty should wear
masks all the time while they are indoor. I am really worried and stress over Delta variant and

8/15/2021 3:29 PM
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when we get close to the fall season.
1796

All kids who cannot get the vaccine under 12 should be required to wear a mask

8/15/2021 3:29 PM

1797

I personally believe that for elementary age students, the risks on their social and mental
development outweigh their risks of spreading covid. The young ones should not go to school
that way.

8/15/2021 3:29 PM

1798

Mask mandate for at least all unvaccinated. Mask mandate for all.

8/15/2021 3:29 PM

1799

Students are unable to breathe and therefore think clearly. Speech is impaired, trust and
learning to communicate clearly is affected by the use of masks.

8/15/2021 3:29 PM

1800

I believe it's our responsibility as educators to care for each child, not just our own. There are
too many children who are immune-compromised and can not afford to be isolated for another
year. Furthermore, there are many parents who can not afford another more time working from
home. Masking up would prevent quarantines and keep everyone healthy. It's a small price to
pay for keeping everyone safe.

8/15/2021 3:27 PM

1801

I strongly believe the mask mandate at the high school should be voluntary. Or make it with
proof of vaccination. They are old enough to be vaccinated . Let them do what they or their
parents want.

8/15/2021 3:25 PM

1802

My family and I are all vaccinated. We are adamantly opposed to mask mandates in schools
and elsewhere. Masks are doing much harm and very little or no good.

8/15/2021 3:24 PM

1803

This is all about control and they want kids to pay for it. My body and my child’s body. My
choice!

8/15/2021 3:23 PM

1804

Do not mandate masks for children in school

8/15/2021 3:22 PM

1805

Wearing masks has already harmed many children in a variety of ways. Masks have been
shown to cause breathing issues and infections, as well as, emotional and social issues for
children. And masks do not provide any protection whatsoever against any virus…as is stated
clearly on the packages of disposable masks that can be purchased. Cloth masks have been
proven to be just as ineffective. So it would appear that any mask mandate would be to simply
give the appearance to the ignorant that you are doing something proactive to combat Covid.
You’re not!! And and you would only be continuing the same harm you’ve already inflicted for
the past year onto children for another year. Children are not at high risk of getting covid and
those that do contract it will develop immunity. Alternative education can be arranged for higher
risk children…we should not place the burden on all children because there may be a few that
require a higher level of caution. Please stop all mandates and let children get back to being
children!! As a grandparent of Douglas County students I would not like to see my
grandchildren continue to be harmed by meaningless, ineffective government mandates!!

8/15/2021 3:22 PM

1806

Being in the dental profession I have seen many kids who are now breathing only through their
mouths now because of the masks. Mouth breathing can cause malocclusion (need for
orthodontics in people who may not have needed it prior), causes dry mouth which causes
cavities and gingivitis, and can also cause sleep apnea in the future. Just some things I’m
seeing the masks cause from my profession.

8/15/2021 3:21 PM

1807

Masks don’t protect people from the virus. The aerosol droplets are too small. Only N-95
masks or better protect people from COVID virus. Masks create carbon dioxide buildup.
There’s nothing positive about wearing a mask to prevent the virus and they harm kids’ mental
health.

8/15/2021 3:21 PM

1808

Please don’t mandate students wear masks. There is no scientific or medical reason to wear
masks. They are detrimental to a child’s self esteem, their socialization and to their learning.
Children are more at risk of death from the flu than COVID. Masks are detrimental as well to a
student’s health. The bacteria and germs that accumulate in a cloth mask are more dangerous
than catching COVID. Masks foster fear, division and submissiveness.

8/15/2021 3:21 PM

1809

We will not go back to masks for our kids! I’m

8/15/2021 3:20 PM

1810

I do not support this

8/15/2021 3:20 PM

1811

While we live in Douglas County, we open enroll our sons into LPS. We believe PARENTS
should be the ones to choose what is best for THEIR children. Parents should choose whether
or not to send their child to school with a mask on. That is our right as a parent. Before Covid,

8/15/2021 3:19 PM
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children (or adults for that matter) were not mandated to wear masks to protect from the flu or
even the norovirus. What respiratory illness or damage will we see in the future of our children
by keeping them masked for an eight hour school day, five days a week? Masks that they are
continuing to breathe in their own carbon dioxide! Our children were denied their basic human
right of breathing oxygen, all last school year. How is that not considered child abuse? Please
allow parents to make the decision of masking-let us decide what is best for OUR children. TriCounty Health should be more concerned with the mental health of our children and the suicide
rate within the three counties. The numbers are alarming!
1812

This should be a choice NOT a mandate!!!

8/15/2021 3:19 PM

1813

Due to high rates of COVID cases every day, hope all the kids can wear masks to protect
themselves and their families well.

8/15/2021 3:19 PM

1814

Please keep the children safe. Please also ask for vaccination status for the kids. You ask for
all other vaccination proof, why is this one different.

8/15/2021 3:19 PM

1815

I would like for everyone to be wearing masks in schools. With the cdc and the American
Academy of Pediatrics both recommending that kids wear masks in school, I see no reason to
go against the experts. Please help our children stay healthy this year.

8/15/2021 3:18 PM

1816

We are perfectly fine with someone’s choice to wear a mask. We are also perfectly fine with
someone’s choice to NOT WEAR A MASK. We will pull or children from school and pursue
other educational options if a mandatory mask mandate Is ordered.

8/15/2021 3:18 PM

1817

There are no scientific facts that support mask-wearing, however, there are many experiments
supporting nonmaskers. Wearing masks can cause harm to the wearer by limiting oxygen
intake and increasing carbon dioxide and increasing the risk of CO2 poisoning. masks can be
extremely dangerous for people with underlying health problems such as asthma and COPD.
Even if masks were 100% reliable and safe there is so much more that comes with them.
Many people strive by seeing others, by seeing facial expressions and smiles. especially in
our younger kids. Masks can cause stress, claustrophobia, and dizziness.

8/15/2021 3:18 PM

1818

My child has asthma & allergies. He’s been sick more then ever with his asthma caused by
wearing a mask 7 hrs a day 5days a week. He has to climb 3 flights of stairs several times a
day. He’s been disciplined for pulling his mask down to breathe at the top of the stairs. His
punishment was to run around a track at recess with his mask on. He’s an asthmatic....
Absolutely insane!! My child has already had covid and had no symptoms.

8/15/2021 3:17 PM

1819

Now that America is more than 18months into the "plan-DEMic", any American with the
common sense of a 6yr old or the ability to think freely, can make the conclusion that masks
are simply a way for the communist socialists known as the "left" to muzzle our citizens into
obeying their "America last" way of governing. The left will mutter the words "follow the
science", yet not take the time to research what science has proven. It is a fact that the
common flu and seasonal respiratory illnesses have a greater morbidity rate than the China
Virus, yet all we hear from the sheeple on the left is their constant bleeting of the words
"maaaaassssskkkkk" (insert your best sheep voice here). The muzzling of our children is a
way for the left to infiltrate our youth with CRT and transgender studies.. it was never about
safety, it was always about control. We have a special needs son who is Austic and is nonverbal. he is reliant on being able to see other people speak and learn from other non-verbal
ques that get hidden when people wear muzzles. I wish people would turn off CNN, Facebook,
google, You Tube and pretty much every other liberal media outlet that censors the truth, and
wake up and look outside and realize the world is crumbling under the liberal agenda that is
being forced upon us. Please don't Fauci my Colorado and allow parents and our children to
decide for themselves if they wish to wear muzzles in public. Stop enforcing the liberal agenda
on everyone. What happened to "my body, my choice"? If the left are so afraid of getting the
China Virus, then so be it. let them stay hidden in their basement bunkers with Grandpa Biden
and let the rest of us live our lives and be free. Or better yet, let's separate the schools into
sheep who wish to wear masks and families who wish to be free. for heavens sake, Highlands
Ranch has enough schools to do so and I would personally volunteer to car pool any kids who
need rides if it means them learning without muzzles in school. If you want to turn CO into
California, then so be it. But you will not do it without the fight of hundreds of thousands of
families who are sick and tired of all the BS that the Left and all their socialist sheep have
burdened us with over the past year and a half. #AMERICAFIRST #SAVEAMERICA
#DONTFAUCIMYCOLORADO # LIONSNOTSHEEP

8/15/2021 3:17 PM

1820

Let’s see…. COVID transmission within the community is high… Those under 12 are not

8/15/2021 3:17 PM
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eligible for the COVID vaccine… The CDC has recommended masking in schools and areas
where transmission is high… Do you need any more information to do your jobs or are you
going to put your public health responsibilities aside so you can pander to politics?
1821

It's important to keep all our children safe. Children should wear masks at school.

8/15/2021 3:17 PM

1822

I feel that masking in the elementary population where there is no option for vaccination is the
smartest thing we can do right now

8/15/2021 3:16 PM

1823

It is a sad day when your kids are forced to wear a mask all day breathing in their own exhaust
when studies have shown that they are ineffective in preventing the spread of covid and they
also show that wearing a mask causes carbon dioxide in the blood to raise...so we are making
our kids sick! This is child abuse. Being in school with peers is critical for the mental health of
our kids but more of us parents are going to have to make the hard decision and pull our kids
out of schools and/or districts that mandate masks because we cannot sit by and let these
mandates harm their physical health. It’s time to ask yourselves if masks worked then why
after a year of strict mask mandates (almost nationwide) have cases continuously risen?!?
The government agencies who we entrusted with the wellbeing of our children no longer care
about their health and have made our children political pawns.

8/15/2021 3:16 PM

1824

Any mask mandate will further the damage already done to our kids because of Covid
restrictions over the past 18 months. The masks inhibit social interaction development, cause
inhalation of varieties of bacteria, and do not prevent a virus from breaking through the mask.
Kids are the least affected, remember. This is absurd. Let our kids breath.

8/15/2021 3:15 PM

1825

Unless anyone can provide a board certified and peer reviewed study or report indicating that
masks have any effect on keeping a virus or illness from reaching an individual, there is no
logic or justification for mandating the wearing of a mask or covering of the nose and mouth.
Forcing a child to wear a mask is a form of child abuse. If a parent wishes their child to wear a
mask then that is within the parent's rights.

8/15/2021 3:15 PM

1826

I am concerned about the health of our two grandkids (ages 6 and 8), their friends, respective
families and others that they may come in contact with. I should hope that the Douglas School
District will take all precautions related to minimizing the potential spread of COVID-19
including without limitation the mandatory requirement for all students, teachers and faculty to
wear masks, and to implement/enforce all CDC suggestions. Moreover, once the vaccination is
approved for ages 11 and younger that the school district will come up with a plan to promptly
vaccinate all such students.

8/15/2021 3:14 PM

1827

Dear Board of Health A medical intervention such as wearing a mask can have serious
medical and psychological consequences. Such decisions about risk and benefit of such
measures can only be made by the wearer or parent themselves. Wearing a mask for a longer
period of time does restrict breathing, increase the breathing resistance and CO2 levels in the
blood and Brain and diminish oxygen levels as proven in numerous medical publications. It
also exposes the wearer to a constant source of fungal and bacterial Pathogens, and
increases the risk for infections from such close to the source of this exposure, (and yes there
is a study proving this too). I have personally seen children suffer from concentration issues,
focus issues, anxiety headaches and worse from mask wearing. There are warnings from
numerous medical doctors about the dangers of mask wearing, especially in children. Can you
show us studies and proof that show mask wearing is harmless in the long run and actually
works to prevent Covid or any viral infection for that matter? All the studies I have looked at
show the exact opposite, meaning there is zero evidence or scientific backing for a mask
mandate. Voluntary wearing of masks will put all responsibility on the wearer or parent,
however if mandated and children suffer physical or psychological harm from such baseless
measures, parents will not be able to hold you guiltless. I oppose mandatory medical
interventions of any sort. I support voluntary mask wearing only.

8/15/2021 3:14 PM

1828

In May TCHD determined that masking was no longer needed due to low number of cases in
the county. Currently there are even fewer cases in our county and yet we are considering
masking again? The science doesn’t support the need; especially in children! Please consider
the ramifications to their mental and emotional health if we are to mask yet again for a virus
with a 99.97 survival rate! Our children deserve to be in school in person and connect with their
peers and teachers in a healthy way! If parents feel otherwise, let them remove their children
for other options.

8/15/2021 3:13 PM

1829

I do not support mandated mask wearing. If kids or adults want to wear a mask they can, It
they do not they should not be made to wear a mask. The Data does not support it .

8/15/2021 3:13 PM
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1830

All of the kids I have spoken to understand that masks with and they are very willing to wear
them. It just isn't a big deal to them. Until vaccines are available to younger children, we
should take this simple step to protect children and hopefully prevent future mutations.

8/15/2021 3:12 PM

1831

Wearing masks is a simple public health measure.

8/15/2021 3:12 PM

1832

I do not support any of boards mask mandate especially votes and Adam’s influencing what
happens in Douglas County

8/15/2021 3:12 PM

1833

I urge you to consider a mask mandate to help protect our children who are not yet old enough
to be vaccinated. I have two young children under the age of 12 who attend Douglas County
public schools and i’m not yet eligible to be vaccinated.

8/15/2021 3:11 PM

1834

Please Please Please do not impose mask mandates on our children at school. Where is the
data...the studies that mandatory mask wearing outweighs the damaging effects of pathogens
inhaled, lack of facial expression recognition, communication and speech disruptionsesoeciallly or those children with communication disorders and disabilities Mandatory masking
heightens the psychological disconnectedness is prolonged.Ad there are vaccines now, many
people also with proven diagnosed covid recovered with antibodies. This is not prudent to force
children to comply when scientific evidence of risk vs benefit has not been proven!

8/15/2021 3:11 PM

1835

I do NOT support masking kids in school.

8/15/2021 3:10 PM

1836

Viruses are aerosolized I do not believe that the masks are truly preventative to the spread of
the infection. Children have not been the population affected by COVID-19. If children are sick
in anyway they need to stay home from school as it’s always been in the past. Parents need
to be responsible for not sending sick children to school no matter what they have.Cold and flu
viruses are not going away are we going to make the children wear masks the rest of their
lives.

8/15/2021 3:09 PM

1837

Please do not mask our kids or teachers. We have put them through enough. Let it be the
individual’s decision.

8/15/2021 3:08 PM

1838

I have 3 boys at ThunderRidge and feel that masks should be mandated at school. All 3 of my
boys are vaccinated, however I feel that their school year would have fewer interruptions if
everyone wore a mask. It is important for their education that the school year be in person
without interruptions. With the Delta variant being extremely contagious and vaccinated people
still being at risk for infection and spread, the only way to possibly keep school in person
without disruption is to mandate masks in all schools.

8/15/2021 3:08 PM

1839

Masks are not effective and are causing our children to get more sick since they are breathing
in their own created carbon dioxide. Masks are not allowing our children to develop social skills
or learn emotion intelligence.

8/15/2021 3:07 PM

1840

We do not support forced mask mandates for students in Douglas County School district. We
believe that the social and emotional damage masks do to children is far greater than the
potential spread of the COVID virus. Allow parents to make the medical decisions for their
students. Do not mandate masks.

8/15/2021 3:07 PM

1841

RCT's have been ignored by the CDC. The only RCT to test mask-wearing’s specific
effectiveness against Covid-19 was a 2020 study by Bundgaard, et al. in Denmark. This large
(4,862 participants) RCT divided people between a mask-wearing group (providing “high-quality”
three-layer surgical masks) and a control group. It took place at a time (spring 2020) when
Denmark was encouraging social distancing but not mask use, and 93 percent of those in the
mask group wore the masks at least “predominately as recommended.” The study found that
1.8 percent of those in the mask group and 2.1 percent of those in the control group became
infected with Covid-19 within a month, with this 0.3-point difference not being statistically
significant.

8/15/2021 3:06 PM

1842

my daughter has a blood disorder and masking her and lowering her oxygen levels is extremely
harmful- and i believe for all children under any circumstance. The studies all say masking
children does more ha than good- physically and emotionally and developmentally. I will 100%
pull her out of it or the vaccine becomes mandated for her.

8/15/2021 3:06 PM

1843

At this point, with our county vaccination rates as well as the amount of people who have
already tested positive for covid, universal masking in schools is an intrusive policy. The risks
to mental and emotional health are outweighing the benefits of physical health. Mandatory

8/15/2021 3:05 PM
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vaccination of eligible people is a much more legitimate policy as opposed to continuing to put
the greatest consequences of this pandemic on the backs of children.
1844

Stop making our children fear everyone and everything if our leaders are able to throw massive
parties without masks then our kids can go to school without masks

8/15/2021 3:05 PM

1845

Please do not force my children to wear unnecessary and harmful masks.

8/15/2021 3:05 PM

1846

Keep masks off our kids. Let parents and people choose.

8/15/2021 3:05 PM

1847

I do not support masking our children or our staff. This should be an individual choice made by
each person and their family along with making a decision about whether to vaccinate or not.

8/15/2021 3:04 PM

1848

According to the CDC themselves, in the United States, motor vehicle crashes are a leading
cause of death among children. In 2018, 636 children 12 years old and younger died in motor
vehicle traffic crashes, and more than 97,000 were injured. This makes motor vehicle transport
a bigger threat to a child than Covid. If we follow the storyline that we are masking our children
for their safety, then why do we allow them to load up in vehicles every morning and head off
to school? Why do we drive them to soccer, gymnastics or baseball when they might be in an
accident? Wouldn’t they be safer if our entire society adapts to remote learning full time and
we cancel extracurricular activities? Why are we mandating mitigation efforts that we never
considered implementing for things like the common cold or influenza, which is deadlier for
children? What is different now? Perhaps well intentioned people will say we should do this to
protect vulnerable adults from dying of Covid. According to the public Tri-County Health data,
in the last month, 2 people have died from Covid in Douglas County where the average age of
death is 81. As published on the CDC website, average life expectancy in the US for 2020 was
77.8 years old. If we surveyed all the 81 year olds in Douglas County, do you think they would
say the want the children masked for their safety? The tough reality is that Covid is in our lives
forever now. It is going to circulate and continuously mutate, just like the cold and flu. It is not
going away no matter how much quarantining, social distancing or masking we do. So how
much are we willing to give up to mitigate something uncontrollable and irreversible? We are so
fortunate that the data proves our children can handle this virus well. What they can’t handle
well is going without a smile from their friend on a hard day, the teacher who checks on them
because they can tell by their face that they are struggling, the ability to read their teacher’s
lips in a busy classroom, the constant reminder that the person next to them could make them
sick and feeling like life will never resemble “normal” again. Please stop allowing our children to
carry the burden of political agendas empowered by this virus. They deserve better from us!
https://www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/child_passenger_safety/cps-factsheet.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/VSRR10-508.pdf https://data.tchd.org/covid19/

8/15/2021 3:04 PM

1849

Masks are not effective against airborne virus and are proven detrimental to childhood
development.

8/15/2021 3:04 PM

1850

Children are not at any more risk from COVID than they are for the seasonal flu. Every adult
who works in schools has either had the vaccine or had their chance to. There is no reason for
mask mandates, vaccine mandates, part time schools, or any lockdown measures. (As this
doctor shares: https://rumble.com/vkwthx-dr.-dan-stock-testifies-at-mt.-vernon-school-boardmeeting.html)

8/15/2021 3:03 PM

1851

No masks in schools.

8/15/2021 3:02 PM

1852

Our young kids need a mask mandate. Why is this a debate. My kids are going to pay the
price if safety measures are not put into place. We are supposed to be the protectors of kids.

8/15/2021 3:01 PM

1853

Numerous studies have proven the nasks are not effective. Children are the least likely to
have complications.

8/15/2021 3:01 PM

1854

Please do not impose another harmful mask mandate on the schools or anywhere else. The
masks not only are worthless in preventing spread of respiratory viruses including COVID as
evidenced by multiple reviews and studies and just plain common sense (I.e. if masks work
why haven’t they worked), but they are detrimental and harmful especially to children, also
evidenced by several studies. Masks cause hypoxia and hypercapnia, decreasing children’s
ability to function mentally or physically, increase the potential for acquiring other harmful
infections, and have adverse developmental, emotional and psychological affects on children
especially. Children are not spreaders of COVID , have a very very small risk of serious illness
from COVID, and have suffered too much already in immediate ways and in many ways we will
not fully recognize for years to come. There is not one actual scientific reason supported by
data and studies to do this again. How many more casualties of the innocents are you willing

8/15/2021 3:00 PM
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to sacrifice just because it makes you feel like you are doing SOMETHING. Please stop now
and do the RIGHT thing for everyone.
1855

We need to keep our focus on what is best for the kids. After a year of having a choice to keep
our kids at home through elearning, we now have no choice but to send them to an indoor
setting where other kids are unmasked. This does not seem to follow reason. These kids are
not old enough to be vaccinated. Now, after three days in person, where my kid WAS wearing
a mask, he is home sick. I don’t know if he has Covid. It feels like all of our efforts over the
past year to keep him safe are out the window because strong voices in our community are
anti-mask. Without TCHD taking a stand, the schools are powerless to do so and the kids will
suffer. It’s not like Covid has gone away, it hasn’t. In fact, it’s worse. The only proven ways to
fight against the virus is social distancing and masking. People who don’t believe in this virus
have died from it. I am all for freedom, but the current situation has taken away our right to
choose what’s best for our kids. This should all be about protecting the kids.

8/15/2021 2:59 PM

1856

If masks are required again, I will pull my 2 boys from Douglas County Schools and I will place
them in a private or charter school. I have read all the information and will not make my
children wear a mask moving forward.

8/15/2021 2:58 PM

1857

NO MASKS.

8/15/2021 2:58 PM

1858

Masks are ineffective and dangerous to a free society. Stop forcing your unscientific views on
us and our children who are the most vulnerable.

8/15/2021 2:58 PM

1859

Masks have been proven not to protect against viruses, and they are physically and
emotionally hurting our children. Please stop this. An entire generation is at stake. This is not
a game. Children are least likely to have severe consequences, and those who are concerned
are free to mask. Mandates are unconstitutional. Make school about learning, please.

8/15/2021 2:57 PM

1860

It’s not clear the assessed risk being mitigated for children. If children aren’t being hospitalized
then what risk to them are we mitigating? If the risk mitigation is for contracting the virus and
the impact to children isn’t hospitalization then I don’t understand the severity or impact being
mitigated. Risk is a probability and impact assessment. What is the probability of contracting
the virus and what is the impact to children under 12? How do other illness fit in the TCHD risk
analysis for probability and impact. High probability doesn’t necessarily mean high impact.

8/15/2021 2:56 PM

1861

To mask, vaccinate, detain, quarantine, or subject anyone person to do something against
their will is a violation of anyone' born and God given rights!!

8/15/2021 2:56 PM

1862

I would like the Board of Health to follow the science. The science says this virus does not
affect children as severe. There is a greater than 99 percent survival rate and a high
percentage of grandparents are now vaccinated. It's rediculous we are even having this
conversation now.

8/15/2021 2:56 PM

1863

I feel since we have individuals choosing to not get vaccinated that we need to go back to a
mask mandate to protect those individuals who are not eligible for the vaccine.

8/15/2021 2:56 PM

1864

The first concern of our school board should be the overall health of children. Mental and social
health of children is being harmed by mask wearing. It has also been shown that wearing
masks is not effective, plus the virus in question is hardly affecting children. This does not
make sense to put our children through this for another year. Consider the whole person.

8/15/2021 2:55 PM

1865

Let me begin with saying that regardless of personal opinion, it is not the health department's
job to decide on personal, medical freedom, it is a personal choice of every individual and
family. It is overreach, and a tactic used by tyrants/dictators, not of free societies, such as the
United States. There is zero evidence that masks are effective, I ask that you please provide
solid evidence, based on actual science, to the contrary. Forcing children to wear masks, has
already proven to cause numerous negative effects and I am not going to list them as I am
sure others have presented this information to you. Those you wish to wear a mask have the
freedom to do so, as those who don't wish to wear one, should also have the freedom not to.
Even if it were for the 'greater good', which it is NOT, you have no right in deciding this for us.
Those who do not want to be around people without a mask, have the freedom to stay home
and make appropriate accommodations for themselves. No one has the right to force a mask
on anyone.

8/15/2021 2:54 PM

1866

This is absolutely ridiculous and nothing I agree with! Let the kids go to school normally. If you
don’t agree then keep your kids home and do remote school. This should be about choice-not
masks!!

8/15/2021 2:53 PM
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1867

Please actually follow the science when it comes to masking children and not the politics.
Masks do not work to prevent the spreading of viruses but masks do work to prevent the
emotional and educational development of children. Keep our kids and us families free to make
the best decisions for ourselves. Masks, face shields, hazmat suits should all be welcome if
that’s what parents want THEIR child to wear. It’s not your responsibility to make this decision
for us.

8/15/2021 2:52 PM

1868

I do not support children wearing masks to school or to any district funded activities. There’s
no science to prove that children benefit from wearing masks. There is science showing that
the CO2 levels they are exposed to while wearing masks is detrimental to developing brains. In
addition, children are not at high risk to this virus.

8/15/2021 2:52 PM

1869

Dear Board Members, I am not really understanding the shift over to making masking
decisions based on public opinion. There have been multiple, fact based protocols put in place
and they have been repeatedly ignored in favor of public opinion. One of the objectives of a
public institution is to ensure the safety of the people who they are responsible for. There is
also a public necessity to keep our kids in school in order to keep workers at work. Please
follow the facts and the direction of the country to keep everyone safe and the economy going.
Thank you.

8/15/2021 2:52 PM

1870

Mandate masks please.

8/15/2021 2:52 PM

1871

Children are more at risk from RSV than COVID19. Teachers are able to vaccinate if they
wish. There is no reason to force kids to wear mask all day.

8/15/2021 2:52 PM

1872

I have considered myself very middle of the road in terms of my outlook on Covid over the last
year and a half. I followed all the rules, wore a mask, got my vaccine and looked forward to a
more normal life beginning this past May. Over the summer, I began to feel very comfortable
with the idea that my kids wouldn’t have to wear masks, quarantine, socially distance, etc. this
school year. It seemed like we were all headed in the right direction. However, I was wrong.
Over the course of the last month, Covid has spread more than I could have imagined, all over
the world. I have slowly begun to reverse my stance on masks in schools. I felt that masking
was a matter of personal choice when cases were down in June and the beginning of July, and
vaccinations were continuing. However, now that the virus spread is out of control with no end
in sight, we have to look past personal choice and do what’s best for our community and fellow
humans. I absolutely do not want to go backwards and mask again, but it’s becoming
increasingly obvious that is our only choice right now. Masking is better than shutting schools
down and going remote. I choose masking for children too young to get the vaccine until they
are able to. Hopefully that will happen by October or even December. Once all the children that
can be vaccinated are, I hope masking in schools will be lifted. Thank you for taking the time
to read my opinion.

8/15/2021 2:51 PM

1873

My children, my choice. Parents stand ready to withdraw our children, many have already.
Over-reaching and unconstitutional “mandates” MUST STOP. We all know the limited risk to
children is far less than the emotional turmoil we witnessed last year. Parents can make the
appropriate choice for their families. Systemic approach is not warranted and you know it.

8/15/2021 2:51 PM

1874

No mask requests. Masks can not filter viruses in or out. Also there is no eye protection from
a mask. They do capture bacteria though. Are you trying to hurt school children? Are you sure
this is a 'health' board?

8/15/2021 2:51 PM

1875

Please let parents choose. If a parent chooses to mask a child they can.

8/15/2021 2:50 PM

1876

We need to protect those that are not eligible for vaccines. Please mandate mask wearing
indoors at schools.

8/15/2021 2:48 PM

1877

As a teacher that taught last year and have started this year, students need to be free to
laugh, smile, and read expressions on faces. They need to be able to see a teacher form
words - masks hinder all of this. I have noticed a big difference in the emotional health of my
students this year when masks are not mandatory. I also see a big difference in the ability to
communicate verbally and non verbally with my students - without a mask communication is
easier and smoother.

8/15/2021 2:47 PM

1878

The metrics are very clear - kids are not at great risk. They are at greater risk driving to school
than dying fromCovid. Kids will get sick as they have every year. They have suffered enough they need to go to school and start a normal routine. Focus on mental health and suicides more kids at danger there. Let’s move forward and stop the fear people are hiding behind!

8/15/2021 2:46 PM
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1879

https://www.aier.org/article/masking-children-tragic-unscientific-and-damaging/ This is a well
researched article with multiple references demonstrating the science against masking children
and its damaging affects.

8/15/2021 2:46 PM

1880

Recent study from Ireland indicates that children do not transmit the virus. Children are at a
higher risk of dying due to drowning, flu, Vehicle accidents, cancer, etc. One way children learn
is by studying facial expressions. They will lose this and wearing masks are problematic at
best. If you mandate masks, you will injure thousands of kids. Stop this madness, stop the
politics and do what’s right for our children.

8/15/2021 2:45 PM

1881

We ABSOLUTELY OPPOSE masks in schools!

8/15/2021 2:44 PM

1882

No masks requirements please! It should be parent decision.

8/15/2021 2:44 PM

1883

NO. Enough is enough. This effects the old and the sick not children

8/15/2021 2:43 PM

1884

Masking is not protecting, instead it is reducing the ability to build a strong immune system
Children need to be free to learn, HEAR and understand teacher instruction—- unmuffled The
teachers need to see children’s faces, responses and understand there responses

8/15/2021 2:43 PM

1885

Masking children isn't following the science. 70% of Douglas County is vaccinated and, and
the school district has a layered protocol. There is absolutely no reason to mask our children.
They need normalcy, and to let their immune systems do their jobs. Children NEED to come
into contact with germs. We are doing our children and their future a GREAT disservice if we
make our children wear masks again. I will pull my children from Douglas County if masks
become mandated again, without hesitation.

8/15/2021 2:42 PM

1886

I support choice. If you want to wear a mask, wear one. If you don’t want to wear one, don’t.

8/15/2021 2:41 PM

1887

Strongly feel kids 11 & under should be mandated to wear masks, until the vaccine is available
and kids have had ample time to be vaccinated, and we reach herd immunity or some 70% in
that population. Allowing parents to decide brings division & politics into it. This is a public
health issue! Masking by choice, in this unvaccinated group makes it less safe & effective for
our children!,, Masking has proven to be effective. What percentage of children do we need to
lose before we make masking a mandate.

8/15/2021 2:40 PM

1888

There is NO proof that masking works. This has been a freaking mess for 18 months and it
has to stop!! Tri county needs to stop playing dictator and let parents do what is best for their
kids. This is why we pulled our kids from Douglas county schools

8/15/2021 2:40 PM

1889

Kids infection rate is extremely low. Unless the mask is an N95; masks are useless against
this virus. Please use common sense and actual science in proposing mandates.

8/15/2021 2:39 PM

1890

I vote NO on mandatory masking. Allow the parents to decided. Mandatory masking is a
security blanket for adults only who want to remain in good political graces and do not want to
deal with the loud political left. Mandatory masking is not good for kids.

8/15/2021 2:39 PM

1891

Read the science. Young children are not at serious health risk of covid. Also science shows
masks don’t work for viruses. More damage by wearing them.

8/15/2021 2:39 PM

1892

Hello, my name is Lacey McMahan. I have 2 children who will be attending GVA in the fall my oldest will be a second grader and have an incoming kindergartener. For my oldest, out of
her first two years in school, only 1 semester has been normal. She is gregarious, creative,
and thrives on social interaction. COVID has been hard on her both academically and socially.
I ask that Tri County not mandate masks optional for kids in school. These are such formative
years where kids are developing critical social and emotional skills. Masks are de-identifying
and take away from real human 2 human interaction. We saw it at the stores where eye
contact, smiles, and common courtesy seemed lost to many. Anyone over the age of 12 has
had the opportunity to be vaccinated, and children are not primary spreaders nor the high risk
population. According to the CDC, the leading of cause of death in children under the age of 19
are unintentional injuries, followed by suicide. For the year 2019, these numbers were 6k
deaths for unintentional injuries and 2700 for suicide. 300 children have died from AND with
COVID over the last 18 months. I’m a board member for a non profit, BIONIC, stands for
Believe It Or Not I Care - started by Sandy Austin, a former Jeffco high school counselor who
experienced 4 suicides in 4 months. The program teaches kids how to reach out to peers who
are facing adversity and helps them develop emotional intelligence while creating a culture of
belonging. A friend of mine’s 11 year old recently helped talk a 11 year old friend out of
committing suicide. Kids need human connection and opportunities to develop healthy social

8/15/2021 2:38 PM
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emotional skills. Please, prioritize the mental, social, emotional, and academic well being of
our children by having masks optional for students and teachers. Thank you.
1893

No mask mandate. 1- Virus too small. 2- Children aren't effected. 3- More harm with no benefit

8/15/2021 2:38 PM

1894

Please do away with mask mandates and distancing all together

8/15/2021 2:38 PM

1895

No masks, no mandates!

8/15/2021 2:38 PM

1896

Masking only delays the inevitable and kicks the infection “can” down the road. Viruses are
built to find healthy cells to infect. Masks won’t stop it. Vaccines won’t stop it. The best
defense is natural immunity and kids are full of natural immunity. And this virus has a 99.98%
survival rate. Stop the mask and vaccine mandates! It’s nonsense!

8/15/2021 2:37 PM

1897

Masks are useless and kids should not have to wear them

8/15/2021 2:36 PM

1898

please do not require masks for our children- they are making them sick and are compromising
their mental health.

8/15/2021 2:34 PM

1899

Parents should choose what they want their children to do.

8/15/2021 2:33 PM

1900

We need to keep our focus on what is best for the kids. After a year of having a choice to keep
our kids at home through elearning, we now have no choice but to send them to an indoor
setting where other kids are unmasked. This does not seem to follow reason. These kids are
not old enough to be vaccinated. Now, after three days in person, where my kid WAS wearing
a mask, he is home sick. I don’t know if he has Covid. It feels like all of our efforts over the
past year to keep him safe are out the window because strong voices in our community are
anti-mask. Without TCHD taking a stand, the schools are powerless to do so and the kids will
suffer. It’s not like Covid has gone away, it hasn’t. In fact, it’s worse. The only proven ways to
fight against the virus is social distancing and masking. People who don’t believe in this virus
have died from it. I am all for freedom, but the current situation has taken away our right to
choose what’s best for our kids. This should all be about protecting the kids.

8/15/2021 2:32 PM

1901

Until children under the age of 12 can get vaccinated, it is imperative that masks be required at
school. These kids have no other way to protect themselves. Wearing a mask gives some
protection to the wearer but the real benefit of mask wearing is to not pass viruses to others.
To not have a mask mandate endangers our kids who have no other way to protect
themselves. Both CDC and Academy of American Pediatrics highly support mask wearing for
the unvaccinated. The delta variant has proven to be more contagious and severe for children.
If such extreme measures were taken last year to protect our children and there is still not a
vaccine available then why do they no longer need protection this year? Please protect the
health and well-being of our children by requiring masks until a vaccine is available for our
children.

8/15/2021 2:31 PM

1902

Please consider protecting all of our children with a mask mandate. Health should come first.
People send kids to school sick all the time. Much of the time, Covid isn’t detected in the early
stages. It’s not worth having a shut down or quarantine.

8/15/2021 2:30 PM

1903

I am strongly opposed to mask wearing!! They are extremely detrimental to the mental health
of staff, parents and students, an aspect that is rarely discussed, but is just as important as
our physical health. If anything, masks should remain a recommendation, NOT A
REQUIREMENT. We are human beings who need to see each other’s faces and expressions.
Children need to hear their teachers and see our smiles in order to learn. Please, please,
please….no masks!!! The worst aspects of Covid have passed and we need to move forward
NOW. Most of those eligible for vaccines have received them….and vaccines for children
cannot be too far behind. Masking students and teachers is wrong and extremely harmful.
2020 was awful, so let’s put it behind us and not go back. It’s a no brainer.

8/15/2021 2:28 PM

1904

Far fewer cases of covid have been reported in kids. Typically the virus is much milder illness
in kids. Requiring masks could increase their risk of infection with moisture retention, reuse
and poor filtration, not to mention adverse psychological impacts...rise in stress hormones,
fear and stress response, anxiety, fear depression. It is past time we allow our immune
systems to do what they were intended and let children be children and return to school
maskless.

8/15/2021 2:27 PM

1905

This population that you are masking are the least effected by the virus yet the most effected
by personal relationships. Most of their developmental learning comes from facial expressions

8/15/2021 2:27 PM
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and early readers learn from watching someone’s mouth movements. I feel that it should be
someone’s choice for their child NOT mandated!!!!
1906

I do not have a strong opinion one way or the other, but I am in support of children masking if it
is of the opinion that it is for the greater good

8/15/2021 2:26 PM

1907

Mental health in children is declining by the minute during mask mandates, shut downs and
quarantines. Covid has a 99.8% recovery rate-LET THE KIDS BE KIDS and let the parents
decide for themselves and their families!

8/15/2021 2:23 PM

1908

No mandatory masks, no mandatory vaccines

8/15/2021 2:22 PM

1909

No masks for our children. Kids need normalcy and to be able to see their peers and teachers
facial expressions. Even Fauci says masks are not that helpful to curb Covid. We know kids
and even adults are adjusting and touching their masks regularly which probably even spreads
more germs. Our kids suffer more from isolation and depression if you follow statistics. Maybe
if we stopped the masses coming in at the border with Covid we would have kept control as
our nation’s numbers were good before the influx. Why force our citizens to mask when non
citizens (many with Covid) are allowed and even escorted throughout country.

8/15/2021 2:21 PM

1910

Why would you mask our children??? Horrible idea. Let the kids be kids and let them breath
freely. This has nothing to do with COVID anymore. Please stop this …I do not support
masking our children under any circumstances.

8/15/2021 2:20 PM

1911

Please do not mandate masks for school age children. It is our decision as parents to decide
what is best for our children, not non-elected board.

8/15/2021 2:20 PM

1912

As a parent and teacher I would feel safer with masking for at least k-6. These kids can’t be
vaccinated and being vaccinated doesn’t guarantee anything. Masks are a small price to pay.

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1913

I cannot believe that you are even considering this. The numbers are down. We know that
healthy people recover from COVID. Are you just trying manipulate us and strip us out of our
rights and freedom????? I am so disappointed with TriCounty. So sad we even have to talk
about this. So disappointed.

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1914

There is no REAL science that supports wearing masks

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1915

Duval County Public Schools in Florida started with optional masks and saw a dramatic spread
in unvaccinated without masks. 6 of every 7 cases I believe. My goal is that we stay in person
as long as possible and masks can be a great tool to help us achieve that with as few
illnesses as possible. As a professional working with hospital CEOs they see no stopping to
the spread without masks indoors and are planning to activate emergency ICU space as a
result.

8/15/2021 2:19 PM

1916

I don’t feel the masks are more effective than the adverse effects they cause these kids. If
you aren’t comfortable with your kid not wearing one, then they can. Our family had it, so I
don’t feel it is necessary. Studies have shown that if you have had it, you have the best
protection. I’m citing the study by the Cleveland Clinic.

8/15/2021 2:18 PM

1917

1: Please provide the CDC research/studies reviewed on the subject of masking for ALL ages.
Please provide the peer reviewed information/data that was utilized by this board on the
effectiveness/ineffectiveness of masking. I was only able to find the following
https://www.medpagetoday.com/opinion/vinay-prasad/89778
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/ I’m not answering question four
because it presents only two real choices that are not reflective of my views.

8/15/2021 2:17 PM

1918

I have two grand children under 12 that attend Douglas County schools and I am so concerned
about them. Please please mandate masks in the schools!!

8/15/2021 2:16 PM

1919

My 2nd grader has autism. He has difficulty reading cues from faces when masked. He also
has a hard time sensory-wise when having to wear a mask. Please consider that there are
other social and developmental risks associated with mask wearing in a school setting. Our
kids deserve to not have to wear a mask at school!!

8/15/2021 2:15 PM

1920

No masks. The health implications of long term mask wearing are bad. Medical professionals
who train on the use of masks even state that only a fitted N95 will stop viruses. These other
medical masks Re for spittle and do nothing to stop the virus and more specifically the fabric
masks the public wears are worse and a complete waste of time and money. Then there are
the psychological implications which are so harmful to people's wellbeing. We aren't dealing

8/15/2021 2:12 PM
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with the ebola virus that has a 99% fatality rate. It's a virus that is more survivable than MERS
and we Haven't worn masks for that or the flu or pneumonia. I'm a very informed citizen who
has read many studies and listed to many experts discussing this. This mask stuff needs to
stop now.
1921

Most doctors say that young children wearing masks can make them sicker than the China
virus

8/15/2021 2:11 PM

1922

It needs to be left to the parents to decide for their kids. They know them best. This isn’t a
“one size fits all” situation. There’s absolutely no evidence that supports wearing a mask will
protect you from Covid. In fact, there have been studies done where bacterial pneumonia,
Streptococcus, E. coli, etc. have been found on the masks our kids are forced to wear. Please
stop this mask madness. The parents know what’s best for their child(ren).

8/15/2021 2:07 PM

1923

I believe that we should follow the CDC‘s recommendations for masking. That is, when there is
considerable or high spread, we should mask indoors.

8/15/2021 2:06 PM

1924

I am against masking our children. There have been no known childhood deaths apart from
children who have serious health conditions who can choose to wear masks as needed.

8/15/2021 2:06 PM

1925

NO MASKS. There is NO evidence they work and denying children actress to school due to
EXPERIMENTAL prevention measures is a violation of rights.

8/15/2021 2:06 PM

1926

STOP this illegal mask mandate nonsense. Neither Tri-County or any other government
institution has legal authority to enact this type of 'rule' or 'law'- period. If Tri-County chooses to
team up with pro-mandatory mask activists to force this unconstitutional act against our
children. you will leave We The People no option other than fully holding your organization and
it's constituents fully accountable for the MANY KNOWN negative health issues which are
caused by wearing masks for unnecessary reasons. There is no real scientific proof, or even
actual studies that prove mask wearing helps prevent transmission of viruses. A large number
of citizens are figuring out that this China virus was really about control. We are not falling for
your authoritarianism overreach any longer. Leave children alone and let them be kids.

8/15/2021 2:06 PM

1927

With the increase in cases of Covid19 Delta variant, danger of more unknown variants rising
up, increase in cases in children under 11 and more information on vaccines effectivity
decreasing after a certain time period, it seems masking is a logical way to make sure our
children are safer indoors.

8/15/2021 2:05 PM

1928

I am against a mask mandate

8/15/2021 2:05 PM

1929

I am concerned about the COVID Delta variant and the increase of cases in the United States.
Since studies have shown that it is more contagious and impacting the unvaccinated, we are
concerned about our child being around other children at school without masks. We have
noticed that many of the children at the school are not wearing masks and this is why we
would like to see masks in schools become mandatory. Thanks for your consideration.

8/15/2021 2:03 PM

1930

To the Board of Health, I have yet to see data proving that masking children stops
transmission of any variant of Covid 19. I have seen plenty of tests of masks showing bacteria
and build up of other toxins in masks used all day by children. Since children are not at high
risk of serious complications or death from Covid, and since masks have not been proven
useful in childhood settings, and since parental responsibility abd partnership are values I
believe the school system should hold dear, I ask that we continue to allow parental choice.
Parents know their children, know if their children have anxieties when wearing a mask or
whether their child is at higher risk. Parental choice and partnership is the key to great
education. Do not push the parents out at this important stage of the game. It is
psychologically unsound to tell children they are responsible for the health of other children.
They are not. Parents and teachers and self regulation are the responsible parties. Enough
with punishing kids, who are not at risk of Covid 19 death, in the education setting.

8/15/2021 2:02 PM

1931

Please, please, please I beg that you require masks for elementary students and staff. If I
could vaccinate my kids, I would, but as we know they are not available for those students
under the age of 12. We are a vaccinated household who believes this simple measure is what
works and will continue to work, but is not as strong without everyone doing so. I believe
everyone in schools are making the public, and especially our kids, safer by masking up. Our
kids are used to wearing masks and do not have a problem with wearing them, however, it is
hard to explain why others are not and the risks involved. I am afraid we will have to pull our
kids out of in-person schooling and resort to online learning again if more measures are not in
place. This is at the detriment to their education, but I want them alive and well before anything

8/15/2021 2:02 PM
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else matters. I work in an Urgent Care clinic and see firsthand how bad COVID is and how it is
steadily increasing in our area. Every week worse than the week before. I take all measures at
home for my family, but desperately need the schools help since they are there so much of the
week and are vulnerable like never before. I am afraid if I need to take my kid into a hospital,
for any reason, they would be turned away because COVID is tying up all the beds and care
available. Colorado has the chance to be a state that has lessened the deaths and
hospitalizations, and has done it before, but not without these simple measures such as
requiring masks indoors, especially at schools where kids do not have a choice to be
vaccinated. Thank you!
1932

I do not support or believe that any child or parent should be mandated or forced to mask their
child the state itself never had mandates on kids under the age of 10 this is ridiculous this is a
family and a personal choice you should not deprive children of a public education because
they do not want to force them into a mask The CDC says they don’t work on the box of
medical mask it’s straight up says it does not work Kids are at greater risk of suicide, this is
causing mental health that is going to be unmeasurable in years to come

8/15/2021 2:00 PM

1933

Masks DO NOT prevent any viruses. There is science proving this, which is why hospitals use
PPE not cloth masks. Masks cause more harm than good fir our children. Those that want to
mask their children can do so, it needs to be parental choice.

8/15/2021 2:00 PM

1934

As an asthmatic and mother of a school aged asthmatic having to wear a mask all day long,
especially with the expectation of communicating effectively, is not realistic. If others wish to
wear one, that is their choice. Our entire house is also vaccinated.

8/15/2021 2:00 PM

1935

We now know that Delta can be spread by vaccinated personnel as well as unvaccinated. Let’s
protect our children, especially those too young to be vaccinated, by mandating masks by
everyone in school. It’s a way we can mitigate the risk without having to shut down school.

8/15/2021 1:57 PM

1936

Covid 19 is just a different version of the flu. This "pandemic" will never get better if our
immune systems can build up antibodies. Wearing a mask all day isn't doing anyone justice.
My children have a hard time breathing wearing a mask no matter what type we have bought.
They also get sores around their mouth and noses due to the moisture being trapped. Is it
easy to get these sores to clear up....no it is not. It is a huge injustice forcing people to wear
masks! If parents are worried about their children wearing a mask then it should be a choice
made by the parents. Not any other! I carried my children for 38 weeks and have raised them
for 6 and 9 years. They are very healthy children and it should be our decision on how we keep
them healthy in the future! No one else's! I feel extremely violated as an American. Our
country is to be about making our own choices and living free! This mandate is one of the
most ridiculous forms of control. Are we still living in the land of the free??? I think not! School
is not only about learning but about making connections with peers to develop skills for the
future. If we are taking that away from our children how will ever be "normal" in future society?
Not being able to see their peers faces to see the emotions of smiling, laughter and
disappointment is not right!! Our school American Academy has done so much to ensure the
kids and staff are in safe conditions without masks!! You should mandate that all the schools
without proper ventilation systems, and special desks of the teachers should comply to safety
in that regard!! Not covering our faces to separate one another, which is what is happening! Let
us live our lives how we see fit.

8/15/2021 1:56 PM

1937

I do not agree with masking of any students age 2-18. There was no transmission of spread
within the schools all last year. It is wrong what you are considering subjecting our kids too. It
is only to make you feel better and has nothing to do with science.

8/15/2021 1:56 PM

1938

It is not your job to tell us parents how to control our kids. You let kids that are unvaccinated
(mumps,meseals, chickenpox, polio) to enter school with a waiver and those diseases are
much more deadly. COVID will be here forever like the flu and those that choose to get the
shot each year is up to them. No mask is going to STOP this virus. That is all it is a VIRUS!!!
Stop listening to the media and look at the science!! These kids have been through enough!
Let them have a normal school life like you and I did to make memories without MASKS &
FEAR!! America is for FREEDOM NOT GOVERNMENT TO CONTROL!!! You call the COVID
shot a vaccine but it is no different than a flu shot because you have to get a boosters every
year or six months because of variants. No mask is going to stop this virus. Let families do
what is best for them and their children. Do what your job title says take care of the education
of our kids!!!

8/15/2021 1:54 PM

1939

Please if you chose the right path and mandate masks in schools regardless of vaccination
status… please make it a true public health statement and apply to all schools not just public.

8/15/2021 1:53 PM
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1940

As parents, we are EXTREMEMLY concerned with our children being fully exposed especially
at an age where NO ONE can be vaccinated. The idea of no masks, no social distance, no
cohorts...well, it seems like a recipe for disaster. If all we do is mask up, it is still a significant
improvement over doing nothing. Also, we have a senior and are concerned that she too will
lose everything (just like her sophomore and Junior years) in her final year of high school if we
don't take necessary precautions.

8/15/2021 1:52 PM

1941

Please, don’t mandate the schools to mask students. Right now it works great, people have
the option to wear a mask or not, this is the way it’s supposed to be.

8/15/2021 1:50 PM

1942

If you wanna wear a mask wear a mask if you don’t then don’t. No kids are dying from covid
and it’s been debunked for A-symptomatic spreader.

8/15/2021 1:49 PM

1943

Thank you for your guidance! With the continued spread of COVID and its variants, I strongly
support universal masking in indoor school settings. I am very concerned that our Douglas
County Commissioners want to leave Tri-County Health because they disagree with your
recommendations of mask wearing; because it infringes on “individual rights”. If they had
supported your recommendations at the onset of this pandemic, we wouldn’t continue to see
the spread of this terrible disease today!

8/15/2021 1:49 PM

1944

My children are to young for vaccines. They are masking inside. Masks are an easy choice to
lessen the chance that our school gets shut down again. I feel my children thrive at their
school, as do many others. I would rather slow the spread (with masks, which is scientifically
proven). When you put 25 people in one room all day who know aren't vaccinated you're just
waiting for an outbreak. At least give all ages a chance to vaccinate before you remove all
mitigation from the environment.

8/15/2021 1:49 PM

1945

Please protect me and my fellow students by requiring masks for all that are in my school.

8/15/2021 1:47 PM

1946

Masks are a distraction and hinder my children’s learning

8/15/2021 1:47 PM

1947

Please follow science and instill a mask mandate for all that enter schools this 21/22 school
year. Our children under the age of 12 have no option of a vaccine for extra protection, so the
next step is masking. Distancing, hand washing, and other "layered approaches" DCSD has
stated they will do is not happening. Please go with science, it is YOUR public health duty to
protect our children in Tri County. Please mandate Masks for all in K-12 that enter a school.

8/15/2021 1:46 PM

1948

I know you have a tough job, however give the students a choice if they want to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 1:46 PM

1949

Children should not be forced to wear masks. Less than one half of one percent transmission
rate.

8/15/2021 1:44 PM

1950

I am not in support of mandatory school masks. My daughter is a kindergarten and I believe it
would be detrimental to her learning. I think it is necessary to see the teachers face especially
in learning how to read.

8/15/2021 1:43 PM

1951

Our children have already suffered enough trauma from this pandemic. Forcing mask wearing
hinders their ability to socialize and have the freedoms every child should be afforded in the
classroom. Wearing a mask should be a choice, not a requirement.

8/15/2021 1:42 PM

1952

I am in favor of a mask mandate in schools for several reasons. One, the fact that the general
population has now hit herd immunity. Two, children eleven and under are unable to get a
vaccination at this time. Three, the new Delta variant is still able to infect currently vaccinated
people and has shown to affect children more than the past strain. Four, the cases in the
Colorado have been on a steady and continued rise. These are all very significant and
concerning reasons why a mask mandate should be reinstated in schools.

8/15/2021 1:41 PM

1953

Masks, sanitation and vaccinations have been the most effective methods for control of the
virus. The emotional and educational stability will normalize faster by use of masks in the
classroom.

8/15/2021 1:41 PM

1954

Please mandate masks for children. It does not make sense to leave unvaccinated children
vulnerable in compulsory situwtions.

8/15/2021 1:38 PM

1955

According to this survey Tri-County’s supposedly well thought out solutions for masks in
schools are universal masking, age based universal masking, or no masking under any
circumstances. The thing is I, and most people I know, do not support any sort of universal
mask requirement in school this year, but do support individual or parental discretion for
masking in school settings. There is by no means a universal consensus that masking is

8/15/2021 1:36 PM
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absolutely effective and without risks. Should an individual family, teacher, or staff member
deem it in their best interest to wear masks they should feel free to do so without any
repercussions. The same courtesy should be allowed for those who choose not to mask. That
is hardly “not supporting masking under any circumstances.” One of the biggest issues with
Tri-County’s handling of the covid pandemic is the one-size fits all approach when there is a
wide range of situations and environments in their coverage area. What is right for the large
city school won’t necessarily work best for smaller private or rural schools.
1956

I feel very strongly that my grandson, snd other children, should not have to wear a mask. It’s
not healthy to breathe the carbon monoxide in when they exhale.

8/15/2021 1:36 PM

1957

Creating a safe school environment should always be first and today the safety issue is covid
19. Our children under 12 years old do not yet have the opportunity to be vaccinated and
protected against this terrible virus. They are not only vulnerable, but capable of spreading.
Masking is the only way to protect them and allow them to stay in school and enjoy the every
day interactions many missed out on in 2020. Without masks, the delta variant will bring
increased absences and possible shift back to e-learning and closed schools. The
unvaccinated people are still the greatest concern for infections and transmissions. Eliminating
the gray area of the individualized decision of whether or not to mask creates clarity, alleviating
stressors for families and provides a safe environment. A uniform mask policy also helps
protect against bullying. I urge you to protect out children, help stop the spread of the virus and
keep our schools open.

8/15/2021 1:35 PM

1958

I’m not anti mask or anti vaccine, but I am pro choice. Let us decide what is best for our
children. Allow each individual or family the opportunity to use our God-given agency to choose
for ourselves what is best for our own individual needs.

8/15/2021 1:35 PM

1959

Mask have a negative social impact on our children. Negative learning impact. Mask don't
work!

8/15/2021 1:34 PM

1960

I'm an educational assistant, and I feel that we need to mandate masks in schools, both for
students and staff (vaccinated or not!) Last year our elementary school students and staff
wore masks, and they adapted well to doing so. The majority of them didn't mind wearing
them! I have been wearing a mask at school since school commenced on Monday, 8/9. It
could be tragic to wait to enforce a mandate at the point in which the Delta variant overtakes
our schools. We should be PROACTIVE on this issue, not reactive. It is not asking much for
staff and students to wear a mask while at school! Students can take theirs off during outdoor
recesses, and when having a snack or lunch. I feel safer being at school when I have my
mask on - my husband has health issues and I don't want to get a breakthrough case, or pass
it on to my husband or to unvaccinated elementary students.

8/15/2021 1:33 PM

1961

Please let parents make health decisions for their own children. It is not your place to dictate
our choices. There is no reason for children to be masked to “protect” them from a virus that is
typically not dangerous for them.

8/15/2021 1:33 PM

1962

Please Mandate Mask Wearing for all K-12 students, staff and visitors entering the school
setting for the 2021-2022 school year. Based on the scientific data, the experts
recommendations, and the obligation you have to public health and the health of our children
and families your decision, if no mask mandate, has real world consequences. Since
vaccination isn't a protection children under 12 are eligible for there needs to be other
strategies to protect them. My child is one out of 3 mask wearers (and the teacher) in his KG
class. He has been in class for 2 Days now - he has been blown on many times by kids to see
if the air can get to him and made fun of. He is a target of bullying all because other people are
not thinking scientifically about the possible consequences of non mask wearing while my
child's mask is trying to protect them, what protection is there for him? I can tell you physical
distancing, hand washing protocol, and other current layered mitigation approaches are NOT
happening in Douglas County schools. Please help us keep our children safe. PLEASE
MANDATE MASKS for ALL entering schools.

8/15/2021 1:33 PM

1963

Why are you asking for "opinions" about masking? Opinions are not facts. What do the facts
say about mask wearing? What are the facts of COVID and the variants of concern today?
Let's lay out the facts and allow those who are educated in the field make decisions. It's time
to set opinion and "feelings" aside and take action based on facts.

8/15/2021 1:31 PM

1964

TCHD is lying to the public. There is no PCR test that can detect the Delta Variant, thus you
have no scientific evidence of a surge. You also have no scientific evidence that masks
provide SUBSTANTIAL PROTECTION from viruses. In fact, the FDA has recently

8/15/2021 1:31 PM
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recommended replacing current PCR tests which were only approved for emergency use, with
tests that can distinguish between coronavirus and flu virus. This, we have an epidemic of
cases and false positives. Less than 50 children have died of coronavirus across the US, who
did not have underlying health conditions. Masks contain many bacteria, chemicals and
microbes that are unhealthy to inhale. And finally, Dr. Fauci himself said that masks for healthy
people are unnecessary, and don’t prevent the virus transmission. The CDC is not a
government institution, it’s leaders are not elected, it does not have the power to create laws
and it doesn’t have power to enforce its recommendations. The TCHD has repeatedly lied to us
and continues to do so. The Constitution is not suspended during emergencies, in fact it
becomes even more crucial. In Marburg v. Marshall, the Supreme Court wrote “A law repugnant
to the constitution is void.” I will request an emergency injunction and sue you should you
mandate masks for our children in schools.
1965

I refuse to send my child to school in a mask.

8/15/2021 1:31 PM

1966

You question below appears designed to make anyone who doesn’t not support universal
masking look like they are unreasonable and would never wear a mask or support masking
under any circumstances. That’s not the case for me or for many others like me. All we want
is a choice. If masks work so well, those who want to protect themselves should be free to
wear them while those of us who would prefer not to subject our children to them and the
deleterious effects that come with them should be free to make the choice to forego masks.
Unless and until there is a rule about the TYPE of masks that must be worn and people are
free to use cloth masks instead of an N95 or something that might have a chance at stopping
the virus, it’s not making a difference anyway.

8/15/2021 1:30 PM

1967

The Tri-County health department has not provided any evidence of the effectiveness of
masks or the adverse impacts (both socially and physically of wearing masks. Therapeutics
are much improved. I am against a mask mandate.

8/15/2021 1:30 PM

1968

I have one son at Renaissance Charter School. If masks are mandated, we will pull him out
and put him in private school.

8/15/2021 1:30 PM

1969

I do not support a mask mandate among our children, particularly in elementary school. I
believe it is our right, as parents, to decide what is best for our children. Regardless of the
Delta Varient, Douglas county is still on the lower side of current Covid data, hospitalizations,
deaths, etc.; and plenty of charter schools and private barely wore masks even last year, and
seemed to fair well, nor did I hear of them going home on quarantine often, or see constant
news breaks shaming them and calling them out for no masks. I believe those scared, high
risk and/or who just believe in the mask should absolutely wear one. I support their choice.
There are so many online options for these individuals as well after everything the world has
been through this past year and a half. Please, review the data. Not just from mainstream
media and Dr. Fauchi, but from other sources that believe that the masks are not needed.
Please just consider all sides. Those who want masks should wear them, and those who don’t,
should not be forced to do so.

8/15/2021 1:30 PM

1970

Am not a proponent of elementary aged children wearing masks in school. Will absolutely pull
my child from Eldorado if a mask wearing mandate is enforced.

8/15/2021 1:29 PM

1971

As a parent of a child with social emotional delays, I cannot support elementary students being
forced to wear masks. COVID might harm my son, but maybe not. The lack of social feedback
from interactions with peers WILL harm my son's which are irreparable. A therapist can do
speech therapy or occupational therapy, but there is no therapy available to teach children to
recognize and respond to emotions appropriately other than guided first hand experience. A
smile, a frown.. all of those emotions are covered by masks. Forcing elementary students to
wear masks robs them of their formative years and can leave them with a lifetime of social
deficits. I implore you... do not do this. I would rather take my chances with COVID than make
my son suffer more than he does now. Douglas county schools has a LONG history of fighting
parents not to provide special needs students with services, so the assumption that they can
have outside therapy to make up for it is not valid. This was evidenced during the first series
of lockdowns where Douglas County Schools simply chose not to honor my son's IEP with no
explanation which is illegal. Several OCR complaints have been made for this negligence by a
multitude of parents. Requiring elementary aged children to wear masks is simply throwing
away the future of children with social emotional needs. Please, do not do this.

8/15/2021 1:26 PM

1972

We are all parents and we not the district or the state or federal government should tell us what
to do.

8/15/2021 1:24 PM
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1973

Masking should be a CHOICE left up to the parent. Period.

8/15/2021 1:24 PM

1974

I disagree with making kids wear masks to school. Parents should be free to choose what they
want for their kids.

8/15/2021 1:23 PM

1975

With the Covid 19 mortality rate at less than 2/10 of 1%, the ever changing (mis) information
being put out by the CDC, and the litany of Propaganda being spun as fact by the government
and mainstream media, I believe it has become evident that it is beyond the ability of the CDC
as well as Tri-County Health to actually “follow the science” and it should be left to the
individual families and students to make an educated decision as to if they should receive the
Covid vaccine and/or if they should wear a mask.

8/15/2021 1:23 PM

1976

The delta variant has been shown to be extremely transmissable even amongst vaccinated
individuals. Most students cannot be be vaccinated. Why try to protect them only minimally
when you could do more? Masking should be mandatory.

8/15/2021 1:20 PM

1977

Masks did not work the first time around. Insanity is doing the same thing and expecting
different results.

8/15/2021 1:20 PM

1978

No mandated masks for children unless they choose to wear them voluntarily.

8/15/2021 1:18 PM

1979

I strongly support the need for everyone, fully vaccinated or not, to be masked while indoors in
a school setting. Children are not able to be vaccinated, so are at extreme risk for contracting
Covid. Additionally, people who are vaccinated are able to contract and spread Covid, so
wearing a mask is the only viable solution to protect our children.

8/15/2021 1:18 PM

1980

I believe that people should have a right to choose whether or not they wear a mask. It should
not be mandated by the government.

8/15/2021 1:18 PM

1981

Based on the rapid spread of the Delta variant and the reports from the southern states of kids
being seriously impacted by the variant, I want my kids, 9 & 6 yrs old, to be protected when
going to school. I support in person school and the safety measures from 2021 spring (e.g.
mask requirement, social distancing, quarantines) that allowed kids to be in person majority of
the time. Please consider the same 2021 spring protocols so that our kids can be protected.

8/15/2021 1:17 PM

1982

Please continue with mask optional for children. Mandating masks is beyond a doubt insane.
The mental, physical and emotional toll it takes on our children to wear all day for low rates of
severe infection and even lower deaths rates make this unreasonable. Having a choice to wear
or not wear should be a personally decision up to each individual family. Please stop the
consideration of mandating masks for the upcoming school year. We are in America- land of
the free- please let us make our own choices.

8/15/2021 1:13 PM

1983

I believe that teachers and students/parents should have the right to choose to wear masks for
themselves. Everyone has free information provided for them, they should be allowed to
choose the course of action with which they feel comfortable for themselves and their
household.

8/15/2021 1:12 PM

1984

My family requests that kids 12 and under be required to wear masks in school to match
science based recommendations. We are willing to give up a little comfort temporarily to save
lives.

8/15/2021 1:10 PM

1985

I have a child with autism and needs to see people’s faces. Mask wearing is not an option and
will inhibit his learning and ability to communicate. Children have very very low risk from
COVID and should not be required to wear masks.

8/15/2021 1:07 PM

1986

I do not support the mandating of masks in schools. According to a research letter
“Experimental Assessment of Carbon Dioxide Content in Inhaled Air With or Without Face
Masks in Healthy Children” published on June 30, 2021, JAMA Pediatrics concludes their
research letter by suggesting that children should not be force to wear face masks. Below is a
link to the letter for your reference.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743?resultClick=1 I know those
making this decision are receiving strong opinions from both sides, and I simply ask for masks
to not be mandated but rather allow those who want to wear a mask the right to wear a mask
and those that don’t the right not to wear a mask. Thank you!

8/15/2021 1:07 PM

1987

Masks should be up to parents.

8/15/2021 1:06 PM

1988

Please allow families and employees to make their own decisions about whether or not to wear
a mask.

8/15/2021 1:06 PM
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1989

If there are 2 opposing views on mask wearing, why don't we just allow each family to make
the choice that works best for themselves and their children? If a parent decides he/she feels
safer having their child wear a mask then that is fine, yet the opposite is also fine. If we
believe and trust in masks as a layer of protection, then it shouldn't matter what other children
are wearing or not wearing. Why push masks on those who do not believe wearing them is
necessary? Why do those who feel the necessity of masks want to push this belief on others?
If you want to wear a mask, and believe it is an added layer of protection, then why can't you
just be content to wear a mask and feel safe without forcing this on others? I do not want my
4th grader to go through another year of school having to wear a mask. I do not feel a mask
will protect her from a virus that rarely affects the young. In fact I believe it will ultimately hurt
her more, socially, emotionally, and academically.

8/15/2021 1:04 PM

1990

Masks will not benefit these children. This is just to make controlling adults feel “better” about
themselves. With a survival rate of 99.8% you have a better chance of death from a meteor
falling from the sky and striking your child. Healthy children do not need a mask. Let their
immune systems work as it is way more effective than this vaccine. Also children need to see
their teachers and peers faces when learning how to pronounce certain words. Masks will
prevent these kids from learning and will be a distraction. Masks have not worked in the past
and will not work now. Quit making this about yourselves and let kids live their life. No more
living in fear.

8/15/2021 1:02 PM

1991

I urge the Tri-County Health Department to continue providing guidance and not issue
mandates on universal mask wearing in schools. Schools, to include district-run, charter, and
private should be allowed to make their own decisions regarding masking, as part of their own
multi-layered strategies to protect their communities. I am making this comment out of
concern Tri-County Health is not acting in good faith and with an open mind on what is best for
our children. I am the Executive Director for Ascent Classical Academies, which operates a
campus in Lone Tree in Douglas County. We safely held in-person instruction the entire last
school year, following all mandates, which did not include face-coverings, while implementing
our own steps and procedures to balance the need to protect our school community with
providing the greatest sense of normalcy for our students. As Tri-County looks to data and
information on how to keep our schools open this next school year, I note that no one has ever
contacted our staff asking how we remained opened, safely. Why are “experts” in our
communities not looking at current community examples on how we can allow schools to
make their own choices? The survey for public comment for this meeting should lead one to
question whether Tri-County is operating in good faith on making decisions around mandates in
our community. It is without a doubt that there are health care professionals and
epidemiologists at Tri-County looking at information globally to make recommendations. These
people took courses in surveys and data collection in their professional education and know
how phrasing questions can sway and impact results. In the public comment signup for this
very meeting, the question “how do you feel about masking indoors in indoor school settings?”
is asked. Firstly, I hope the public sentiment is not what is guiding the decision-making
process, but rigorous review of credible scientific data is, else Tri-County is making the Covid
response political and not based in the interest of public health. The only responses available
to this above question are: • I support universal masking in all indoor school settings • I
support universal masking in indoor school settings where there is a presence of anyone 11 or
younger • I do not support masking in schools under any circumstances Why are the only
options on the extremes? These options do not capture what is likely the majority feeling of
parents and citizens who object to a mask mandate in schools. Most of us support schools
having the option and in our case, parents making the call on what is in the best interest of
their children. We welcome parents making this call either way and as a school, we will provide
a safe and welcoming environment for students, regardless of what choice they or their parents
make. This point is to directly address your rationale that a universal mask mandate could
reduce mental health stress due to bullying, which is a contrived rationale not balanced with
the mental and physical health impacts from a mandate. A mandate will not enhance in-person
learning, as you have been told or put forth as another consideration but will instead impair it in
our school. Teachers and special education specialist, who are in direct contact with young
students in classrooms can better attest to the impact of not being able to clearly
communicate and the importance of facial expression in the education and development of
children. This is another rationale Tri-County has put forward to support a possible mask
dictate. Lastly, it has been suggested that Covid may be with us indefinitely and may be
seasonal like the flu. The flu already has a higher rate of childhood death than Covid. Will our
health departments now decide to implement mask mandates in schools indefinitely, due to
flu? We all recognize personal opinions are polarized on this specific topic and the response to
Covid in general. However, do not allow opinions to drive public health policy. Again, I ask you

8/15/2021 1:00 PM
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to not impose a universal mandate on our children but partner with the community to allow
schools the opportunity to implement their own strategies.
1992

After a full year of masking last year, I think another mandate is too much for these little kids,
especially mental health. I do understand the new COVID variant and how it is contagious, but
parents should have the choice, not government dictate what to do. We just need focus on
hand washing and classroom cleanliness. Thanks for listening!

8/15/2021 12:58 PM

1993

Less than 5 percent of the students at Castle View High School have been wearing masks with
no negative effects. It would be silly to start now.

8/15/2021 12:58 PM

1994

I am a mom of 2 children attending elementary school this fall. We are not an anti-mask family
and throughout these unprecedented and trying times we have complied as best we can will all
mandates thus far. We also have 2 people in our home who would be considered “high risk” for
Covid, so we do fully understand and have weighed all of the heath recommendations and
risks for our family. That being said, we strongly oppose the mandating of masks for school
children for this 2021-2022 school year. Our son has has hearing loss and uses the assistance
of hearing aids as well and heavily relies upon reading people’s lips, to hear and interpret
information around him. Mask wearing for him causes so many problems with learning. First
physically trying to wear a mask, glasses and hearing aids over his little ears for any prolonged
period of time is difficult and creates a constant physical distraction for him. It creates an
almost impossible situation for him to try to both and hear and interpret what teachers and
peers are saying. Masks make words and sounds muffled, as well as take away his natural
ability to use facial ques and lip reading to help him both socially and to learn educational
content. Asking him to wear a mask at school will significantly affect his learning. Our
daughter has autism and although she is high functioning, she struggles greatly with prolonged
mask wearing. She daily struggles with wearing basic things like socks and shoes, so asking
her to wear as mask will cause a major learning distraction for her, her peers around her, and a
battle for the teacher to fight on a daily basis. For her and the many children like her, we work
really hard at school and at home to help her understand facial ques, body language and
normal social behavior. By asking her, or any child like her to be in a prolonged learning
environment with a mask over their face, greatly disrupts and undermines the work we do daily
to help with her challenges due to autism. Some may say our kids are an exception because
of their mental, physical and social needs, but I don’t actually believe they are. I think there
are so many children like ours, who may have a diagnosis or may not, but for whom wearing a
mask will cause both a distraction and a hindrance to their learning. I understand fully the need
for caution and for trying to do our best to protect ourselves as well as others. However, I can
say with certainty, as an “at risk” family we understand that our health is our responsibility. I
think by mandating every person no matter their circumstances, must comply to wearing a
mask for such a prolonged period of time, such as a full school day, is unreasonable. As
individuals in a free society, who in every other aspect are trusted to make the best, most
informed decisions, for ourselves and our children, I find it frustrating and intrusive as a parent.
Especially in a school district that is a champion for school of choice and allowing parents to
find and choose the right fit for your child’s emotional, social, physical and educational needs.
I believe strongly that we should be given a choice to decide for our families and our children
what is best in regards to prolonged mask wearing. If we are concerned for our heath or our
children’s health and safety in regards to COVID, we as parents should be trusted to help our
kids understand when and where we deem it necessary to keep ourselves protected and safe.
As an “at risk” family there are times we do choose to mask for smaller periods of time for our
own sense of safety and security. We would very much appreciate and ask that the school
district think very hard before taking away our freedom as parents to weigh the options,
understand the risks and the benefits and make an informed and responsible decision for our
own children. Lastly, it may not be my place as a parent and not a teacher, but I feel a strong
need to speak up for our teachers in this decision as well. Over the last year our teachers have
risen in such amazing ways to challenges no one ever dreamed of. They have worked endless
hours and changed everything they have done to accommodate and be there for our children
during this crazy time. I stand in awe of what they do, the way they give of themselves so
selflessly, and I can not imagine the burden and difficulty a mask mandate would place upon
our teachers. Just for my kindergarten daughter alone, I know the challenge of keeping a mask
on her. If I take that battle and multiply it by 2 or 10 or 15 kids in a classroom, (who for wearing
a mask is just as much of a battle), and ask that teacher to adequately teach phonics, a
subject that relies 100% on hearing accurate sound and being able to see how to move our
mouth to make that sound, and expect them to do it while wearing a mask on their own face as
well, it is absurd. That is one example of I’m sure 1000’s a reacher could give, of how a mask
between their face and the child they are trying to connect with, to understand, to love and to

8/15/2021 12:58 PM
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teach, will create difficultly where it is not necessary. We are all living through unprecedented
times, and I fully trust that you as school board members are trying to make the best
decisions you can for all the children and families you serve. All we ask as parents, and for our
teachers is that you allow the burden of responsibility for our our heath to stay on our
shoulders. For teachers or children who have reason to wear a mask, we should do all we can
to accommodate them so they can feel safe, protected and healthy throughout this school
year. For those who are willing to accept the risks of their own health by not wearing a mask,
please allow us to do so. I believe there is a way we can all work together, by still practicing
precautions such as safe distancing, good hand washing, keeping our children home at the
slightest hint of cough, cold or fever, that will help protect, but not harm their learning during
this school year. Thank you for your time and for your willingness to consider the thoughts and
opinions of concerned parents in this matter.
1995

I am opposed to vaxing and mask mandates for students or adults in or outside of school
buildings. I am also opposed to any mandates for masking indoors, as well as, covid
vaccinations for adults or childrens. Let us decide for ourselves

8/15/2021 12:57 PM

1996

Masking children hinders and hurts their health, Learning and immunity.

8/15/2021 12:56 PM

1997

Let the parents choose what best fits their family. If they want to put masks on their kids, so
be it. Same for the parents who do NOT want masks on their children. NO MASK MANDATE.

8/15/2021 12:54 PM

1998

I think that it should be up to the school and individual in if they want to choose to wear a
mask. If a person does want to great! If not that is their personal choice and that is also great!
Please do not take away our personal choice of what we want to do moving forward!

8/15/2021 12:54 PM

1999

No masks

8/15/2021 12:53 PM

2000

I want school to be free of politics and for it to be a place where smiles are everywhere! As an
educator, I believe in the importance of children of ALL ages to 'see' facial expressions and
oral dictation for proper language development. Please allow the child to make the decision for
themselves. "Choice" is essential when it comes to our individual bodies!

8/15/2021 12:53 PM

2001

Every study I have read masks are more harmful than helpful. The packaging on the n-95
mask specifically says it does not stop COVID-19. Masks are ridiculous!

8/15/2021 12:53 PM

2002

Unless you are going to mandate N95 masks this is political theater. Kids are the least
affected, rarely sicker than they would be if they got the flu. Are you going to require masks for
the flu? If you haven’t then you need to think this through. More kids have died from the flu
than from COVID.

8/15/2021 12:52 PM

2003

I support following CDC and the AAP recommendation on masking for all students and staff, in
all school buildings. regardless of vaccination status. The Delta variant is proven highly
contagious, and more/other variants will follow as long as we continue to allow the disease to
continue to spread and mutate. Wearing a mask is NOT taking away anyone's personal
freedoms, and reflects your concern for EVERYONE in the community.

8/15/2021 12:51 PM

2004

I do not support making our kids wear masks. It’s a fine if parents choose to have their kids
wear masks. What is the consequence if a kid does not wear a mask?

8/15/2021 12:50 PM

2005

I support the option of masks, not the mandate. That doesn’t appear to be an option here.

8/15/2021 12:50 PM

2006

I implore all Tri County health officials to stop the covid 19 mask propaganda. There is no
science based peer reviewed research that masks are beneficial or prevent covid 19 or any
other virus infections. Here is a link that best represents the truth about masks and I
encourage everyone at Tri Clunty Health get informed from the America’s Frontline Doctors!
https://americasfrontlinedoctors.org/frontlinenews/all-you-need-to-know-about-facemasks-butdidnt-know-to-ask/

8/15/2021 12:49 PM

2007

Please do not require masks.

8/15/2021 12:49 PM

2008

There have been no studies to show that masks prevent the spread of covid among kids. This
should be a parent choice and not a mandate. COVID is very mild for children and no studies
suggest that they are the ones spreading covid in the community. Masks are detrimental the
learning for some students and are very dirty and often not even worn correctly. We are seeing
an unusual, off-season spike of RSV and other viruses in kids and I believe it is because their
immune systems are not being properly developed.

8/15/2021 12:49 PM

2009

We would like for it to be a choice and not a mandate to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 12:48 PM
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2010

Please do what you need to do to mitigate our kids from going to remote learning. They are
elementary age and have no issues wearing a mask if need be. My daughter has sensory
issues and has no problem wearing it.

8/15/2021 12:45 PM

2011

The vaccine doesn’t work. Nor, do masks.

8/15/2021 12:45 PM

2012

Give people options and freedom

8/15/2021 12:43 PM

2013

I am 100% opposed to mask wearing and ESPECIALLY for children to wear masks, period. It
has been proven time and time again that masks DO NOT work and it is a power grab by the
politicians to take our freedoms away and to tell us what we can and cannot do. Interestingly
enough these politicians don’t follow their own guidelines, e.g. Cuomo, Palosi, Obama, the
plane load of Democrats that left Texas, to name only a few. For children having to wear
masks is torture, inhumane and down right CHILD ABUSE!!!! In addition the Douglas County
Commissioner stated that the school district should respect parents’ rights to choose. Thank
you, Rita Gariss (Grandmother of two Douglas County school age kiddos)

8/15/2021 12:43 PM

2014

A year and a half of our kids in masks had done enough harm and has done nothing to stop
spread. Are your neighbors all dying from Covid? No. They are not. The healthy social
development of our children vastly outweighs and potential benefit from forcing masks on
children. The only thing masks on children does is make uninformed individuals feel safer
while not actually making them actually safer.

8/15/2021 12:38 PM

2015

I feel as though it is a constitutional right to be able to choose how you govern your body. I do
not believe wearing a mask is effective, and it promotes isolation with children. Your body your
choice, right? If you want your child to wear a mask-great if not-great. We have to get back to
normalcy as the children are suffering. Facial expressions are an integral part in determining
feelings and masks hinder that. I do NOT support a mandatory mask.

8/15/2021 12:36 PM

2016

We DO NOT WANT MASK MANDATES. I will unenroll my child if this assault against our
freedom continues! Let us have a choice!

8/15/2021 12:36 PM

2017

Our grandchildren attend a school in the Douglas County School District. We beg of you,
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do not issue a mask mandate for school children for the coming
school year. Children have suffered enough and making them wear masks is CHILD ABUSE,
plain and simple. Teen suicides have increased tremendously during 2020, due to COVID
restrictions and everything associated with this. It has been proven that wearing masks is not
only totally ineffective but detrimental to the health of people in general, young as well as old. I
hope you will not fold to parents that are ill informed and are requesting that masks should be
worn by children. Furthermore, it should be up to the parents to make the decision for or
against mask wearing. I hope you all will make the right decision and leave it up to the parents.
Thank you, Dave & Rita Gariss

8/15/2021 12:32 PM

2018

There is absolutely ZERO scientific evidence to show that masks prevent COVID
transmission. And there are numerous studies that show the damage masking does to kids in
terms of socialization, psychology and fearmongering. This virus has statistically lower risk to
children than the flu - and we have never proposed masking kids during any previous flu
season. I urge you to do the right thing for our children. Anyone who wants to wear a mask can
do so without judgment. Why let a vocal group of delusional people who want to impose
masking torture our children?

8/15/2021 12:32 PM

2019

I am a teacher .. no masks pls

8/15/2021 12:32 PM

2020

Mask mandates should be implemented for all grades, k though 12. There are no mitigations in
my child’s high school and enormous class sizes. Mask use was low the first few days and
has dropped to almost zero. Please provide leadership not recommendations.

8/15/2021 12:31 PM

2021

Please consider long term effects of decreased oxygen supply on developing minds. Please
consider the mental effects of facial expressions, like smiles, that can improve learning
environments for kids with stress, the impact a smile can have on anxiety, for kids and adults.

8/15/2021 12:31 PM

2022

No masks!!!! We need to let it work it’s way through! We still have the flu regardless of
vaccines and such!! It’s here to stay, obviously!! Let our kids be normal if that what they want
to do!!!

8/15/2021 12:29 PM

2023

Dear Board of Health- I would like to reach out to plead with you to not mandate masks for our
children or any of your residents. First, it has been shown that Covid can be an aerosoled virus
and the use of paper or cloth masks are ineffective at containing the virus. The reality of

8/15/2021 12:29 PM
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masks with our children is that do not keep the masks clean and they constantly touch their
faces and fiddle with the masks- thus exposing them to harm they would not have without the
mask. When forced to wear them, students will pull them below their noses whenever possible,
they will take out inserts to allow them to breath better. Second, the risk of death or
hospitalization is small and most have other factors that contribute to covid issues. Our entire
family had covid in April, and our kids felt fluish for a few days. They were tired but they
continued their online schooling and they have no residual effects. The risk to children is small
and any adult that they could spread the virus to that is concerned has had and has the
opportunity to become vaccinated. Third- Children's Hospital has declared a mental health
emergency for kids 8 and up. A 72% increase in systemwide behavioral health ED visits was
seen in January-April 2021 compared with the same time in 2019. Our kids have been
inundated with messages of fear about a virus that is not deadly to them. The returning of
mask wearing is a daily reminder to them to be fearful, to worry, to be scared to live. Finally,
anyone who is concerned and wants to wear a mask can. I have talked to my kids and no one
makes fun of these kids. People understand that they may have a circumstance that causes
them to be more cautious or that they are concerned about getting sick and they are free to
wear the mask. Please do not force my child to live in fear, drawn away from his peers, unable
to hear people speak, unable to read and discern facial expressions. Please do not put a wall
between kids and their much needed interaction with each other.
2024

Please Make mask mandate in all indoor spaces

8/15/2021 12:28 PM

2025

Uninterrupted, in-person learning has been proven to be best for the majority of students. To
keep students in school (rather than being out sick to isolate, going remote or hybrid, or 100%
e-learning) we should be doing what we can to reduce transmission of COVID. This includes
mask-wearing, physical distancing, increased ventilation and hand-washing. We should all be
masking indoors to help protect vulnerable students from being infected - the population of
students who are not able to be vaccinated (11 and younger, immunocompromised, and
students whose guardians will not allow them to be vaccinated). Universal masking indoors is
key, because we know that both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals can transmit COVID.
We should be masking at all school levels (not just elementary and pre-school, where we have
11yo and younger population) because many elementary school students have siblings in
middle and high school who may bring COVID home. Additionally, the vaccination rate of 12 18 year olds is not yet at the ideal minimum of 70%. Students should be afforded an education
in a safe learning environment. My too young to be vaccinated children are not currently safe
at school, surrounded by un-masked peers, teachers, and staff. Please require universal
mask-wearing in all indoor school settings at least until all school-aged children can be
vaccinated and ideally until we reach close to 70% vaccination rates in school. Thank you.

8/15/2021 12:27 PM

2026

No mask. Please. Everyone is begging you

8/15/2021 12:27 PM

2027

This survey makes me sad because it seems to reflect and reinforce the black and white
thinking that divides instead of offering a compromise. There is a meeting place between
universal masking and not supporting masking at all which I will choose because there is no in
between option. I am not sure what that should be and I look to TCH the experts to provide
additional options.

8/15/2021 12:25 PM

2028

Masks are NOT effective. Don't bring politics in to our schools

8/15/2021 12:23 PM

2029

Masks should be people’s choice. Masks cause anxiety for a lot of people. It also causes
medical issues for some. Talking behind a mask is muffled and difficult to hear and
understand. Some people thrive on lip reading to hear. Masks prevent this lip reading from
occurring.

8/15/2021 12:23 PM

2030

I strongly support implementing a bee mask mandate in ALL indoor settings. There is strong
evidence that the Delta variant is more contagious than the alpha variant and therefore more
easily transmissible to those not vaccinated I.e. our children. It also has proven to have more
severe symptoms even in those who are vaccinated. Our kids deserve to be protected and
very few people are choosing to wear masks even when it has been strongly encouraged.
Implementing a mask mandate is just one step that we can take to protect each other until all
people are eligible for the vaccine. We do not need to start having more shutdowns and further
harm out children’s mental health. Wearing a mask is a simple thing to do to help protect
everyone.

8/15/2021 12:23 PM

2031

School boards are elected - the Tri County Health Board is not. School boards are responsible
for the schools - the Health Board is not. Tri County should defer to elected authorities.

8/15/2021 12:21 PM
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2032

No masks in school for kids. There is no science behind them wearing masks and it causes
more harm for our kids physiological development. Masks deprive their developing brains of
oxygen. Masks do not work. They did not work last year and they will not work now. Listen to
the science and not just forced policy without understanding the effects you are imposing on
kids. The parents have the right to decided what is best for their children. You do not have that
power or authority as tri county health or the school board!

8/15/2021 12:21 PM

2033

The science is clear. Masks do not stop transmission of aerosolized respiratory viruses, and
the CDC announced in May this virus is aerosolized. The best way to mitigate is with good
ventilation. Air purifiers would do much more to protect our children and not have the negative
social/emotional effects that masks create for our children. Furthermore, children are more
likely to die in a car accident on the way to school than of this virus. The flu is more dangerous
to them. Masks are a political tool—not a public health protection.

8/15/2021 12:20 PM

2034

Please make it mandate and proactively avoid the spread of delta then being reactive after the
wide spread. Please also consider making mask mandate in day cares and preschool for
younger children to be protected

8/15/2021 12:19 PM

2035

Good afternoon, I sent my child back into physical school because I was reassured that the
school district was taking covid seriously and that they had a plan. This was not my
experience in Elementary school on the first day. First thing, the children had an assembly
outside sitting practically on top of each other. No social distancing at all and a bare smattering
of masks. Children danced and sang and chanted. Any other time a wonderful first day of
school assembly. My kids loved it. But it was not COVID appropriate. If they’d been socially
distanced or wore masks it could have been. I saw my children’s classrooms for the first time
on Fridays back to school supply drop off. Where everyone’s separate supplies were collected
together for some unknown reason. Surely each child keeping, looking after and only touching
their own supplies would be safest. From the size of the classrooms I assumed there would be
10-12 students a class socially distanced. There were twice that number sitting right next to
each other. No distancing. I sent my kids to school with their mask on and a mask to spare
just incase. Neither of my children who were vastly outnumbered by those not wearing masks
at all, left school with their mask still on. They’d taken them off half way through the day and
not been required by their teacher to put them back on. I didn’t realize we were letting 8 and 9
year olds make these choices, but then I also appreciate how difficult it is for teachers to try to
maintain masking for only some of the class. I naively assumed that the students without
masks would be the ones in the minority needing to be protected from bullying. I gave my kids
the talk about that to prepare them. Had the school board honestly communicated with me the
parent, that this was going to be the way of things I never would have signed my children up
for in person class. Now I am faced with two happy kids who enjoyed their first week of
physical school in 18 months and getting to interact with people their own ages. How do I take
that away from them? How do I keep them safe? Not all children are lucky enough to have no
pre-existing conditions and they deserve the opportunity to attend in person school too. If
schools can’t provide social distancing in class they should at least have a mask mandate. It’s
is what the CDC recommends. It is what the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends.
With the current set up it’s not a matter of if students get sick, but when they get sick. Do we
really have to offer a certain number of students up, as sacrificial lambs, before we get a mask
mandate. I know there are some parents who don't understand how or why masks work. My
children's health should not be held hostage by their lack of understanding. I trust the doctors
who have made this field of study their life's work. I know there is a crisis of trust in America
right now. America used to lead the world because we had the world's experts right here. It is
time to start trusting our experts again and tuning out the talking heads on YouTube and TV
who's only interest is to generate revenue through ratings. Your respectfully, Hannah Preece
PS looking at question 4, Knowing that a vaccinated 12 year old can become contagious with
the delta variant and pass it on to 5-7 people on average, Why would I not want them to be
protected at school so that they don't bring covid home to their younger siblings? How many
middle and high schoolers in the district also have siblings in Elementary? To protect the
youngest students we have to protect all the students.

8/15/2021 12:17 PM

2036

Research has shown that children need facial interaction to develop appropriate relationship
responses. Every day we force our children to wear a mask, when not medically warranted, we
are hindering their ability to thrive. Its time we stop thinking about ourselves (and the teachers
union) and start thinking about our kids. They come first.

8/15/2021 12:16 PM

2037

There is not significant risk of death from COVID-19 to children. Masking should be a choice!

8/15/2021 12:13 PM

2038

I received a kidney transplant in 2019.at age 48. While this was a joy, I have been at high risk

8/15/2021 12:13 PM
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of becoming ill from COVID-19 since March 2020, with a 20- 25% risk of death. Since that time
I have been privileged to work from home. My son stayed home and participated in elearning
during the 2020-2021 school year. To protect myself and others, I drove to Dalhart TX to to get
a Pfizer vaccine in January and February. Colorado was not vaccinating high risk people under
65 at that time. I finally felt safe. Then I found out in early May I most likely did not produce
anti-bodies from the Pfizer vaccine. Only 20% of organ transplant patients produced antibodies from the two shot Pfizer vaccine. This was when businesses started opening up and
the CDC (prematurely) took away the mask mandate not even thinking about children under 12
and immune compromised individuals. Now i was unsafe again and could die from Covid.
Despite my vaccinations I was also dependent on the vaccination of my family and my
community. My husband got the vaccine in April. Next, my son was able to receive the Pfizer
vaccine because he was 12 when the vaccines were offered to teens. I went and got the
Moderna vaccine in May and June when vaccines were more widely available in Colorado. The
number of vaccinations were going up and COVID cases were going down. So I was safe
again. My job is business development in the construction field. I lost a job during COVID, was
able to find a remote job for 5 months that would lead to me moving to Dallas, and then found
a 3rd job where I could stay in Colorado. However, I realize how precarious my job situation
was and still is. Commercial construction is dependent on a robust economy. The delta variant
threatens our economy, if we have to shut down businesses due to high Covid numbers.
During July, I felt comfortable going to outdoor lunches with clients and organizational events.
We signed our son up for in person learning at last. He could finally be with friends at school
and learn in a more engaging environment. Sadly, things changed drastically this month. Now
the Delta variant has taken over as the predominant strain of Covid, is incredibly contagious,
and makes children very ill in some cases. I no longer feel safe. I know several people who
have gotten the vaccine, but have become sick from Covid-19. I was shocked when the school
district caved into the people who are not following scientific knowledge. We know masks
protect people from illness. We know that masks prevent quarantines and school shut downs.
It is not a matter of liberty - it is a matter of life and death in our community. If people will not
vaccinate their kids, they need to wear masks to prevent the spread of delta. As it is for my
son, with the breakthrough cases of Covid, I have him going to school with Kn95 masks so he
will not come home with Covid and kill me. But it is hard when most students are not wearing
masks. How safe can that be? Even with my 4 vaccines, I realize I can die from Covid. 8% of
hospitalized Covid patients in July were vaccinated in Colorado and 3% of the deaths from
Covid in CO in July were vaccinated people. Because of my immune suppressant drugs that
could easily be me. In the past month, I have become frightened and depressed. I weathered
the pandemic well, but going back to being in danger again has put me over the edge. I feel
like despite everything I have done to protect myself, my community does not care if I die. My
office is in Adam’s county. While I work remotely, I am expected in the office periodically. My
coworkers were told to wear mask by our CEO in Kansas City, but they have been slow to
wear them in the office because they feel they are safe if they are vaccinated. The
unvaccinated believe that masks are a personal choice, not realizing people with Covid spread
death to the most vulnerable. I hope Tri-County puts a mask mandate in place for being in
public and in schools to save my life. I am a productive mother, wife, and worker. I deserve to
live. Wearing a mask is a minor inconvenience compared to severe illness and death.
2039

I do not want my children wearing masks in school.

8/15/2021 12:12 PM

2040

I support my right to choose what is best for my self, family and children.

8/15/2021 12:12 PM

2041

Everyone is more concerned with personal choice, however personal choice should not
outweigh public health. My child is absolutely entitled to a safe environment at public schools.
We chose to do eLearning last year and it tremendously affected his mental health, this year
we do not have that option. Being in person is what he needs, he also needs to be protected
and have the ability to protect his baby sister that is immune compromised. He can not do this
when he is ONE OF FOUR kids in his class wearing a mask. Out of 25 kids. The delta variant
has changed the game on Covid and it is now a pandemic for children. Again, another parents
personal choice should not outweigh my child’s right to a safe public school. If other parents
are afraid of masks, maybe it is their year to home school. We have already done our part and
this year we deserve better.

8/15/2021 12:11 PM

2042

Please mandate indoor masks for all students to help stop the spread of the highly contagious
Delta variant This small measure could save many children from becoming sick, or even the
unthinkable!!! Mask wearing could also help to stop school children from bringing this virus
home to their families.

8/15/2021 12:09 PM

2043

Masks should NEVER be mandatory. You should have the option to mask or not to mask.

8/15/2021 12:09 PM
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2044

K-12 children are not at risk from Covid. Masks don’t prevent spread. Let parents decide if
children should wear masks or let those that wish to wear them learn from home.

8/15/2021 12:05 PM

2045

We chose to open enroll to Douglas County Schools because they give parents the option of
sending kids to school with masks. It 100% should be the choice of the parents.

8/15/2021 12:05 PM

2046

I do not think we need to force students to wear masks. If you feel more comfortable wearing
one, then it should be your decision. But since we already started school, I don’t believe we
need to change the mask requirements to something different.

8/15/2021 12:03 PM

2047

Pleas follow CDC guidelines and require masks. More kids in schools make social distancing
impossible this year and I've already had our son out of school for 1.5 years waiting on people
to get their shit together, now it's time fory son to go back to school. Protect our children and
their household members, their parents and grandparents, require masks.

8/15/2021 11:59 AM

2048

Do you really believe that the majority of people are using and wearing masks correctly,
especially children? Open your eyes and observe how many people wear them under their
noses, touch them constantly, etc. Not to mention not washing them daily. People are just
going along with the mandates to not cause problems but they are accepting the risks they are
comfortable with personally. So why can’t we let people choose?

8/15/2021 11:58 AM

2049

My son is 9 and it’s been so much better and he’s enjoying school again now that he doesn’t
have to wear a mask. Keeping track of his mask and wearing it all the time last year cause
him stress and anxiety. We’re happy things are feeling more normal for him this year.

8/15/2021 11:57 AM

2050

Mask compliance elicited from children under threat of coercion, bullying, or suspension and
who are not of fully informed consent that they have the legal right to refuse wearing a mask
constitutes extreme bullying and coercion and could be construed as a “battery” as well as a
violation of constitutionally protected rights. The risk associated with excessive mask wearing
is extremely dangerous to the health and well-being of all children and this form of treatment
unnecessary. Any coercion or pressure tactics used for students to wear masks contravenes
the Nuremberg Code, the Helsinki Declaration and Federal Law. The Nuremberg Code, codified
into US Federal Law, prohibits forcing or coercing anyone, under any circumstances, to
participate in a medical experiment; and the Code states “the voluntary consent of the human
subject is absolutely essential.” Forcing our children to wear masks only harms our children
psychologically- it can hurt them physically. There is ZERO science that masks prevent the
spread of viruses. It even says on the box of masks-- DOES NOT PREVENT THE SPREAD
OF VIRUSES. Viruses are so small they can easily pass through masks. Coronavirus is 0.125
microns. therefore these masks wouldn’t protect you from the virus” per the NIH (Source:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/4014006/ ) My case is outlined below. Making a child wear is
mask is child abuse- as a Stanford Professor of medicine stated--"Because children don’t wear
masks properly in many cases, the already-limited benefit is lowered even further,
Bhattacharya said. On the other hand, there are serious repercussions to child development
when they and others around them are wearing masks." -Dr. Jay Bhattacharya- professor of
medicine at Stanford University There is also zero reason to mask children when the actual
PCR Test has been recalled by the FDA due to the fact it DOES NOT WORK-- Here is a direct
quote from the CDC website (source:https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/locs/2021/07-21-2021-labalert-Changes_CDC_RT-PCR_SARS-CoV-2_Testing_1.html) After December 31, 2021, CDC
will withdraw the request to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) of the CDC 2019-Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Real-Time RT-PCR
Diagnostic Panel, the assay first introduced in February 2020 for detection of SARS-CoV-2
only. CDC is providing this advance notice for clinical laboratories to have adequate time to
select and implement one of the many FDA-authorized alternatives. THEY ARE LITERALLY
RECALLING THE TEST THAT WAS AT THE CENTER OF THIS PANDEMIC because it is
gives false positives and can’t determine between influenza or COVID!!!!!! There are countless
peer reviewed studies I have found done by the NIH, CDC etc that show that masks do not
prevent the transmission of viruses. Direct quote from an NIH peer reviewed study, "Although
mechanistic studies support the potential effect of hand hygiene or face masks, evidence from
14 randomized controlled trials of these measures did not support a substantial effect on
transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza. The use of face masks, either by infected or
non infected persons, does not have a significant effect on influenza transmission. " (source:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32027586/) I am including a link below to an article that has
over 70 studies showing the ineffectiveness of masks. Students are at nearly zero % risk of
contracting or transmitting this virus and are instead buffers which help others build their
immune system. The overall survival rate is 99.997%. Children have already been exposed to
unprecedented amounts of fear, instability, shaming, psychological trauma, and segregation

8/15/2021 11:56 AM
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through the COVID-19 measures. Link to over 70 studies proving masks don't work:
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/47-studies-confirm-inefectiveness-of-masks-for-covid-and32-more-confirm-their-negative-health-effects/
2051

A new report published by an American Medical Association journal revealed forcing children to
wear face masks leads to adverse health effects. JAMA Pediatrics, a top-rated monthly journal
published by the AMA, found wearing face masks increases the amount of carbon dioxide in
inhaled air to unhealthy levels. We suggest that decision-makers weigh the hard evidence
produced by these experimental measurements accordingly, which suggest that children
should not be forced to wear face masks.

8/15/2021 11:55 AM

2052

Only N95 masks protest against air-borne transmissions. My son had asthma and had
difficulty breathing in a heavy mask such as that.

8/15/2021 11:51 AM

2053

I am writing to encourage you to require masks in all DCSD schools. It has been recently
shown that everyone, vaccinated or unvaccinated, can spread the Delta variant. In order to not
only protect the health of our students, staff, and vulnerable populations; but to provide
uninterrupted in person learning we need to wear masks. Thank you.

8/15/2021 11:48 AM

2054

As a Physician Assistant who has actively worked thru this pandemic and is a full supporter of
vaccination, I do not support masking children under 12. The masking of young children has
greater social skill repercussions vs physical Heath risk. if your argument is they may spread
the virus unknowingly to older people the counter argument is they had a choice to vaccinate.
If people choose not to vaccinate then the choose the consequences. It is not fair to mask
children to try and protect the people who choose to not vaccinate. If your trying to mask to
protect children then that is a parents right to decide. Kids should not be mandatorily forced to
wear masks . Our kids have suffered enough to protect the older generation.. they need to be
kids and not live in fear or in masks … the anxiety issues this has caused in our younger
generation has not been addressed yet, but it’s coming … Don’t mask the kids.

8/15/2021 11:47 AM

2055

I pulled my kids from last year due to the mask requirement. My kids are finally back in person
and I can not believe I have to consider pulling them again. There is so much data that shows
masks are not efficient. There is also data showing how many children are getting Covid and
the death rates. I am not understanding how masking children again is even a consideration.
Children need to be able to see their teacher a peers face. If masks are required, we will more
than likely pull our children again.

8/15/2021 11:42 AM

2056

Masks have been proven to not prevent the spread of the virus. It takes away the human
rights of my children. It’s a scare tactic causing irreversible damage for years to come. Not to
mention my children’s mask would come home wet and disgusting last year….how can that be
safe??? My children breathing on bacterial growth from wet, germs masks. Let’s move on from
this whole thing.

8/15/2021 11:42 AM

2057

Absolutely 100% no masks. Let the people who are living in fear mask up, the rest of us want
to just live and so do our kids. We will yank our daughter and home school or send to private
school if this starts up again. We spent a fortune in counseling after last year's masking
episode, not going there again. That will be approximately $3k Legend will be out if we pull my
daughter. Give people a CHOICE. Mask if you want to.

8/15/2021 11:41 AM

2058

Masks haven’t been proven for adults and children are the least likely to contract this. This
pandemic and masks are destroying their childhood! Especially for something that they have
little chance of contracting or dying from.

8/15/2021 11:39 AM

2059

I don't agree with kids having to wear masks in the school setting or at all. The kids all hang
out after or before school anyways with out masks on. They have went all summer without
them and the number of cases have stayed low. Plus we don't mask up when the flu is going
around so why should we have them mask up now? We are also not keeping their immune
systems up. Hiding them behind a mask is just going to keep making everything worse. Let
the PARENTS make the choice!!!

8/15/2021 11:39 AM

2060

Personal health decisions and risks need to be left to each family and parent. Blanket
mandates are completely inappropriate and unjustified. Each parent is free to decide what
steps are necessary for their children; if their child should be vaccinated and whether or not
they should wear a mask. The few parents that are outspoken, spreading malicious fear and
trying to control all of the other parents should not dictate policy. Current policy allows parents
to make the choices for their child and should be upheld. People do not want mask mandates,
go to the school now and see how many kids show up with a mask given the choice. There are

8/15/2021 11:37 AM
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a very few students wearing masks now. Parents have already spoken. Our buses are only
30% utilized as our parents don't want the kids to be wearing masks. Schools need to stay in
the business of providing education for our children and keep out of our family management.
2061

In times of highly contagious variants and several children who are unable to be vaccinated,
masks should be worn again in classrooms.

8/15/2021 11:37 AM

2062

The only way to prevent classes from going under quarantine is to wear masks. Preventative
measures rather than let’s wait and see please.

8/15/2021 11:36 AM

2063

No to mask mandates. This should be a personal responsibility and choice. Data does not
support efficacy of masks.

8/15/2021 11:35 AM

2064

Proof ... Face masks do nothing to stop the spread.
https://thefederalist.com/2020/10/29/these-12-graphs-show-mask-mandates-do-nothing-to-stopcovid/ Face Mask Study:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZnH_YnywkHBPUiMHYiqPaut6AVRbMHq/view Healthy
Children Breathing CO2 Results...
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743 Danish Health Masking
Study https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gIbhIsbV_rIul7FLvfiI9PhWskUe2IUa/view Part 1: Dr. Dan
Stock on what the NIH/CDC Did Wrong With The Covid-19 Response
link:https://rumble.com/vl26ri-dr.-dan-stock-on-what-the-nihcdc-did-wrong-with-the-covid-19response.html Part 2: Dr. Dan Stock on NIH & CDC's COVID-19 Diagnostic Errors Link:
https://rumble.com/vl27kd-dr.-dan-stock-on-nih-and-cdcs-covid-19-diagnostic-errors.html Part
3: Dr. Dan Stock on Vaccine Methods of Covid-19 Disease Modification Link:
https://rumble.com/vl28it-dr.-dan-stock-on-vaccine-methods-of-covid-19-diseasemodification.html Part 4: Dr. Dan Stock Discusses Non-Vaccine Methods of Covid-19 Disease
Modification Link: https://rumble.com/vl29e7-dr.-dan-stock-discusses-non-vaccine-methods-ofcovid-19-disease-modificatio.html

8/15/2021 11:35 AM

2065

That statistics for transmission, survival rate do not support mask wearing for children or
teachers. Mask wearing should remain a recommendation and NOT a mandate. Mental health
and education should be a priority and kids do best in an environment where they can interact
and see their teachers and peers faces.

8/15/2021 11:33 AM

2066

If even less than half of the kids have been vaccinated these kids should not have to wear
masks. For those that are seriously concerned for the safety of their kids they should exercise
their right to have their kids do online school. All the pressure to get the vaccine and then still
have to wear masks seems ridiculous. Again if people are concerned their kids can stay home
and choose online school. For the rest of the kids let them and their families choose whether
or not a mask is necessary. Families know their kids best and the family can make the
decision for their own children.

8/15/2021 11:31 AM

2067

Please mask and protect those that are compromised. From a mom of a SSN child with
asthma.

8/15/2021 11:31 AM

2068

Statistics do not support children needing to wear masks

8/15/2021 11:31 AM

2069

Masks are harmful to children bodies and their educational development

8/15/2021 11:30 AM

2070

Stop controlling OUR kids!

8/15/2021 11:29 AM

2071

How about only those individuals with the sniffles wear masks, as we all know, grade school
aged children are cute little Petri dishes and are still developing their immune systems. Since
their probability of getting or spreading COVID is small and the recovery rate is high we should
assume the sniffles are normal back-to-school colds and not COVID. If other symptoms are
involved have them tested before returning to class. This is less disruptive to the entire class
and more logical than last years fear based protocols.

8/15/2021 11:26 AM

2072

We are for slowing the spread and protecting all by requiring indoor mask wearing during the
school day. Infections will break out and The Delta variant seems as though it will burn through
both unvaccinated and vaccinated like a wild fire.

8/15/2021 11:25 AM

2073

Our household supports parent choice when it comes to masking. We support the current
DCSD "Looking Forward" plan as outlined on their website. We have considered the
recommendation of mask wearing and will continue to make the appropriate choice for our
family. At this point in time, we do not believe the county and/or school district metrics support
a decision to mask our children.

8/15/2021 11:24 AM
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2074

Masks and vaccine mandate for all students, teachers and auxiliary personnel. Our kids lost
too much learning last year. They can’t afford to do it again.

8/15/2021 11:22 AM

2075

I hear all the time, trust the science, trust the facts. All the facts and science that I have seen
seem to indicate a few things. 1. Masking does not prevent the spread of covid. 2. Child covid
deaths are EXTREMELY rare. 74 million kids in the United States, less than 400 have died
from covid. Kids are more likely to commit suicide than catch covid and die. Masks don’t help
that situation. It is hard to make friends, read others emotions, hold a conversation when
wearing a mask. Honestly if some people feel safer wearing a mask or requiring their children
wear masks, by all means they should be able to, but requiring it for everyone because some
feel safer is not a viable solution. Masks should be a choice. The box that I checked for
question 4, is the best answer available in this survey. But I believe masks have their place,
and if people want to wear them they should…but a universal MANDATE, is not acceptable.

8/15/2021 11:20 AM

2076

I do not support masking for young children under 4th grade. They are not capable of keeping
the mask on their face and not touch their face. The masks get dirty and they cause more
harm than good, especially when considering the social, emotional and mental harm they
cause, as well as the impediment to learning and proper language development. This survey
doesn't give enough options, because I do support masking for older students.

8/15/2021 11:19 AM

2077

No mask

8/15/2021 11:19 AM

2078

The risk of children spreading COVID-19 to each other in schools is higher at this time due to
no vaccine availability for children under the age of 12. Those that are asymptomatic can
spread the virus, through air droplets from coughing, sneezing, talking, laughing, and shouting
(CDC, 2021). Staying 6 feet apart and social distancing in a school setting presents a huge
challenge, when children are seated together at tables, lunch hour, etc., therefore the more
reason to have children wear a mask indoors during school hours. Studies and evidence-based
practice determine that wearing face coverings helps lessen the spread of virus from person to
person when worn over the nose and mouth (CDC, 2021). The cases of COVID in children are
on the rise and as a responsible parent I believe that wearing masks is essential to protect my
child, his classmates, and staff in preventing the spread of COVID-19 at school. I would rather
see my child wearing a mask daily to school than seeing him on a ventilator in a hospital
fighting for his life! Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2021, April.19). Guidance for
Wearing Masks. Help Slow the Spread of COVID -19. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html Ailene Villalva

8/15/2021 11:16 AM

2079

The mask are required for kids to be safe. Last year kids were masking and stayed in cohorts
helped whole year in person schooling.

8/15/2021 11:12 AM

2080

we can’t have another year of this . it is insane to have them masked all day and be able to
learn effectively. It should be everyone’s choice whether they want to wear one or not . enough
of this !

8/15/2021 11:12 AM

2081

Personal health decisions and risks need to be left to each family and parent. Blanket
mandates are completely inappropriate and unjustified. Each parent is free to decide what
steps are necessary for their children; if their child should be vaccinated and whether or not
they should wear a mask. The few parents that are outspoken, spreading malicious fear and
trying to control all of the other parents should not dictate policy. Current policy allows parents
to make the choices for their child and should be upheld. People do not want mask mandates,
go to the school now and see how many kids show up with a mask given the choice. Schools
need to stay in the business of providing education for our children and keep out of our family
management.

8/15/2021 11:11 AM

2082

I strongly feel it is our duty as a community to protect the most vulnerable ones in this
pandemic. With the impact that Delta is having on children, I feel is crucial that we make this
last effort to keep kids in school but safer than without masks. We are a family that chose to
school at home for the last year and a half. Especially protecting our girl who has Asthma and
has had severe episodes. This year, the need to be around other kids was huge. She needs
more normalcy. She is currently going to school and using her mask, but we would feel much
more at peace if we felt that extra layer of protection for her.

8/15/2021 11:10 AM

2083

I have a second grader who attends school and cannot yet be vaccinated due to the age
restrictions. We encourage him to wear a mask every day but the reality is that when all of his
peers are not wearing a mask there is very little reason for him to continue to do so when his
parents aren't watching. The effect is that parents who choose not to send their child with a
mask are making that same decision for everyone else. We want our child to have the best

8/15/2021 11:00 AM
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education possible, and that means less illness and less quarantines. Requiring masks in the
classroom is a simple step. It isn't perfect but for those children that are too young to be
vaccinated it's the best step that we have right now until a vaccine for that age group is
approved.
2084

At this point this virus is not going away. It has a death rate of .001% in children ages 0-17.
our children are more in danger on their drive to school than getting covid and having serious
illnesses or dying. Everyone has tools and choices they can make for themselves. We can not
force a blanket rule on all as we are deserve the freedom to make the right choice for our kids
to keep the safe and protect their mental health.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/
https://www.researchsquare.com/article/rs-124394/v2 https://www.mdpi.com/16604601/18/8/4344/htm https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4695
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7219423/
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19216002/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32513410/ https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25903751/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32285928/ https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32406064
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/8/4344 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-02019802-w

8/15/2021 11:00 AM

2085

There is no supporting, scientific research that says masks help prevent the spread of COVID,
especially among children. I teach children and watching how often they touch, adjust, remove,
and put back on their masks makes the outside of their masks even dirtier. We need to teach
kids to wash hands and not touch their faces. Wearing masks encourages them to touch their
face all day yet no one is encouraging them to wash their hands during the school day more
often. NO masks, and washing hands will help keep kids safe at school.

8/15/2021 10:59 AM

2086

I am writing in opposition of a mask mandate for kids going to school. My job is to protect my
children, and to determine what’s best for their well-being. As there is substantial research
showing that long term mask wearing is “Tragic, Unscientific, and Damaging” (please see
numerous studies referenced below), I am deeply concerned that decisions made by tri county
health are actually endangering my child’s long term wellbeing.
https://www.aier.org/article/masking-children-tragic-unscientific-and-damaging/ As it has been
shown, long-term mask use causes the side effects of oxygen deprivation and oxygen
deficiencies – in addition to side effects such as headaches, drowsiness, slow reaction time
and difficulty concentrating. Please see study here:
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2776928 Again, as a parent, it is
my duty, right, and responsibility to ensure my child’s well-being. It is not your responsibility.
You are providing a service. I am the consumer of that service, and if I do not receive the
service that is in my child’s best interest, I will go elsewhere. I encourage the board to follow
the science, and look out for our children.

8/15/2021 10:56 AM

2087

We shouldn't have to choose between safety and education for our children. The theory that
parents understand the science of the transmission of this virus better than the world's most
educated and best trained scientists is ludicrous. Even if they some how did, other parents'
decisions effect the health of my children, and I lose control over keeping my children safe
because science has somehow turned political.

8/15/2021 10:56 AM

2088

Mask compliance elicited from children under threat of coercion, bullying, or suspension and
who are not of fully informed consent that they have the legal right to refuse wearing a mask
constitutes extreme bullying and coercion and could be construed as a “battery” as well as a
violation of constitutionally protected rights. The risk associated with excessive mask wearing
is extremely dangerous to the health and well-being of all children and this form of treatment
unnecessary. Any coercion or pressure tactics used for students to wear masks contravenes
the Nuremberg Code, the Helsinki Declaration and Federal Law. The Nuremberg Code, codified
into US Federal Law, prohibits forcing or coercing anyone, under any circumstances, to
participate in a medical experiment; and the Code states “the voluntary consent of the human
subject is absolutely essential.” Forcing our children to wear masks only harms our children
psychologically- it can hurt them physically. There is ZERO science that masks prevent the
spread of viruses. It even says on the box of masks-- DOES NOT PREVENT THE SPREAD
OF VIRUSES. Viruses are so small they can easily pass through masks. Coronavirus is 0.125
microns. therefore these masks wouldn’t protect you from the virus” (Source:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/4014006/ ) My case is outlined below. Making a child wear is
mask is child abuse- as a Stanford Professor of medicine stated--"Because children don’t wear
masks properly in many cases, the already-limited benefit is lowered even further,

8/15/2021 10:55 AM
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Bhattacharya said. On the other hand, there are serious repercussions to child development
when they and others around them are wearing masks." -Dr. Jay Bhattacharya- professor of
medicine at Stanford University There is also zero reason to mask children when the actual
PCR Test has been recalled by the FDA due to the fact it DOES NOT WORK-- Here is a direct
quote from the CDC website (source:https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/locs/2021/07-21-2021-labalert-Changes_CDC_RT-PCR_SARS-CoV-2_Testing_1.html) After December 31, 2021, CDC
will withdraw the request to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) of the CDC 2019-Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Real-Time RT-PCR
Diagnostic Panel, the assay first introduced in February 2020 for detection of SARS-CoV-2
only. CDC is providing this advance notice for clinical laboratories to have adequate time to
select and implement one of the many FDA-authorized alternatives. THEY ARE LITERALLY
RECALLING THE TEST THAT WAS AT THE CENTER OF THIS PANDEMIC!! There are
countless peer reviewed studies I have found done by the NIH, CDC etc that show that masks
do not prevent the transmission of viruses. Direct quote from an NIH peer reviewed study,
"Although mechanistic studies support the potential effect of hand hygiene or face masks,
evidence from 14 randomized controlled trials of these measures did not support a substantial
effect on transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza. The use of face masks, either by
infected or non infected persons, does not have a significant effect on influenza transmission.
" (source: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32027586/) I am including a link below to an article
that has over 70 studies showing the ineffectiveness of masks. Students are at nearly zero %
risk of contracting or transmitting this virus and are instead buffers which help others build their
immune system. The overall survival rate is 99.997%. Children have already been exposed to
unprecedented amounts of fear, instability, shaming, psychological trauma, and segregation
through the COVID-19 measures. Link to over 70 studies proving masks don't work:
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/47-studies-confirm-inefectiveness-of-masks-for-covid-and32-more-confirm-their-negative-health-effects/
2089

I would love to keep my children in person. However I cannot trust other people to keep their
kids home when they are sick, the absolute minimum we can do is wear a mask. We can
make accommodations for children with allergies to keep them safe we should be doing the
same during COVID.

8/15/2021 10:55 AM

2090

Please allow parents to choose. There is zero motivation to get children vaccinated if they
have to wear masks anyway.

8/15/2021 10:54 AM

2091

First off, it is proven that kids RARELY get Covid, in fact they are way more likely to get the
flu. Secondly, there are studies that show that masking our kids is detrimental to their health
and learning. Those who believe in the masks are free to wear them. Why do I have to conform
to a group of people who only represent a portion of the population? What happened to
freedoms to choose for my child?

8/15/2021 10:53 AM

2092

Masks should be mandatory in schools for everybody, specially for the teacher & staffs and
Kids under 12 yr. old. As per CDC, fully vaccinated people can be carrier and spread the germ
to others. Even though Kids above 12 year old are vaccinated, they can take the germ from
school and infect house members(specially, older people with health issues) who are
vulnerable to Covid-19 and this cycle will continue which may not help in fighting against this
Pandemic.

8/15/2021 10:51 AM

2093

Mask should be the choice of each family In terms of what is best for their child, not a school
district. I am not anti-mask but anti-mask mandate. My kids suffered psychological damage
from having to wear a face masks and it was very difficult to overcome after school Closed. I
do not want to see this happen to them again. Covid has very little impact on kids and other
safety measures can be taken (while in school) that does not invoice masking. Last year the
mask mandate was only for people 10 and older. Now the message is mask kids… It seems
like a political power-play and it makes no sense for a little kids to be sent to school in masks.
Again if someone prefers their kid wear a mask or if a child prefers to wear a mask that should
be an individual family decision. Period.

8/15/2021 10:50 AM

2094

Not having masks is reckless and grossly endangers the lives of both children and school
staff.

8/15/2021 10:47 AM

2095

Masking should remain OPTIONAL. PARENTS should get to decide whether or not they want
to put masks on their children. These are CHILDREN we are talking about. Five year olds.
Really??? Parents are in control of their children, not government officials. They decide what
they are or aren’t comfortable with. We need to build our immune systems up anyways. This is
not the way to do things. OPTIONAL. FREEDOM. We live in America! This is a free country.
We get to choose.

8/15/2021 10:46 AM
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2096

I for one tired of this on going saga. Tired of teachers Union, tired of Democrat run
Governments, tired of Democrats Period!. School Board members as well. Little Dictators with
big Mouths. How anyone can trust this Federal Administration to protect us when this Fool
Biden and Harris and Democrats in General have lost their Mind. Close the Border, quit letting
illegals coming at will into this Country. There lie the Super Spreaders. Freedom to choose,
you know that phrase. It 's is like your support on abortions. May I have that same right? This
note is for any of you that are Democrats. Your the worse. Respectfully. P.S. NO FACT
CHECK REQUIRED FROM THE CDC. THEY HAVE PROVEN TO BE INCAPABLE AT
EVERY FAUCI TURN.

8/15/2021 10:45 AM

2097

We kept our kids remote last year and truly want them to remain in person this year. We have
a special needs kiddo with Down syndrome who started kindergarten this year and wears his
mask well in school. We have 2 kids under the age of 12 who don’t have the option of being
vaccinated that we want to protect. The delta variant is on the uprise in other areas and I don’t
think we should be ignorant about it. Putting a mask mandate in place AND other health and
safety protocols that were in place last year is common sense.

8/15/2021 10:45 AM

2098

Leave the choice up to the parents, students and staff. If someone chooses to wear a maskfine, and if someone chooses not to-great. Quit making the majority of the community be
“punished” and have to bend over backwards for the minority.

8/15/2021 10:44 AM

2099

Warning: Reasoning and evidence based rationale below, not emotionality and group think. It is
clear covering faces has significant risks and negative effects, especially to children. It is
unclear what improvement to outcomes are provided by covering faces, especially for children.
Attempting to impose a mandate on this basis serves to discredit public health institutions.
Doing so makes clear Tri-County is not acting in the interests of the people it serves, but has
become a completely political organization in need of replacement.

8/15/2021 10:43 AM

2100

Schools are putting children and the community at risk without having essential protocols in
place. Masking is one of the easiest, proven protocols for transmission control as we witness
case numbers increasing in our counties.

8/15/2021 10:42 AM

2101

I believe there should be another option under question 4 that states mask-wearing be optional
for those who choose to do so. I know I have talked to my kids about their choice to wear a
mask and the risks associated with it. Both of my children complain about how the mask pulls
on their ears and causes them to have sinus issues. I have told my kids that if someone else
is wearing a mask, it is their choice, just like it is their choice not to wear a mask. I want to
mention that if parents are so concerned about the virus, then they should not send their kids
to school. Those of us who have had the virus and the vaccine want to move on with our lives,
and get back to some sort of normalcy. According to the CDC children accounted for
1.5%-3.5% of their total cumulated hospitalizations, in states reporting, children were
0%-0.26% of all COVID 19 deaths and 7 states reported zero child deaths. This is a low
number that quite frankly doesn’t worry me. I am more concerned about a fatal car accident
while driving my child to/from school then them dying from COVID. Additionally, I worry that if
this mandate is required you will see increased bullying and even fighting (parents included)
with people who are for and against mask-wearing.

8/15/2021 10:41 AM

2102

Mask in school and we will be pulling our kids out.

8/15/2021 10:40 AM

2103

My son is too young to be vaccinated and is attending a school with no mask mandate. Within
the first week he has already gotten sick--although thankfully not with covid-19. But I feel it's
just a matter of time. I don't understand why the schools developed procedures, including
masking, that apparently worked at least reasonably well last year and then decided not to use
those same methods among at least the children who can not yet be vaccinated. The delta
variant is apparently both more contagious and more likely to affect children. Our children
depend on the adults in the room to make decisions in their best interest. I for one consider a
mask mandate to be in their best interest.

8/15/2021 10:39 AM

2104

We, as a family are completely against wearing masks at school. I noticed that you've listed
as some of you're reasons for wearing masks are that the kids will have fewer disruptions due
to isolation and less mental health stress. These reasons are flat out lies as my daughter was
quarantined three different times last year while being forced to wear a mask and never once
was ill or had symptoms yet she was pulled out of school and isolated anyway. Obviously no
one believes that masking actually works, or we wouldn't have been quarantining perfectly
healthy kids when they were wearing a mask when they were supposedly exposed at school. If
you do some research you will find that none of the masks that the general public wears do

8/15/2021 10:38 AM
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anything except restrict our breathing and make us feel less connected to each other. As far
as the mental stress aspect of the masks, we believe that wearing them causes far more
mental stress than not wearing them. You can't interact as human beings without being able to
see each others faces and I won't even get into the way these masks make us feel physically.
Please don't do this to our kids, you've already ruined the last two years. Lets not continue to
be sheep that follow arbitrary rules with no proof or logical reason behind then but to control
and limit our freedoms!
2105

I think we should have masks for now. And re-evaluate when the numbers go down.

8/15/2021 10:34 AM

2106

Please require masks in schools. Our children are more susceptible to the Delta variant than
any of the variants from last year. They deserve protection. I have a 5yo and a 6yo that have
both worn masks in public the entire pandemic. It is not always comfortable, but they are
learning that it is important to make sacrifices for the greater good and the health of their
friends and neighbors. Let’s show our kids that we can do hard things when it’s required of us
for the good of everyone.

8/15/2021 10:33 AM

2107

Masks should be voluntary only. Medium range outlook is clear that vaccine protections are
reduced over relatively short periods, so focusing on the unvaccinated is disingenuous
framing. Long term outlook is clear that variants and vaccine limitations are not going to let us
just have mask mandates for short periods until we have herd immunity. That strategy is a
fallacy based on proof vaccines are only effective over short term and then only with known
variants. We need to trust individuals to make the best choices for themselves given all
circumstances. Mask mandates should be limited to hospital stressors only. Wearing masks
for the entire day, which includes before and after care, is a ten hour requirement. Especially in
the young people, the impact is significant to breathing even in healthy kids. My kids
experience headaches, loss of emotional happiness, significant dislike of school, anxiety over
thoughts of going to school each day, and significant distraction from learning that builds and
may result in permanent dislike of school experience and learning behavior. Framing the issue
over infectiousness is disingenuous when data suggest kids are not impacted even with
infection. If the goal is to avoid infection, then remote learning should be the answer. Question
number 4 below is poorly worded with two options to agree with masking and only one to
disagree.

8/15/2021 10:31 AM

2108

Multiple well know studies show masks do not work and cause more damage than good

8/15/2021 10:30 AM

2109

This is unhealthy for kids physically and mentally. And NO science supports the effectiveness
of masks

8/15/2021 10:25 AM

2110

Families should be empowered to choose for their children. The masks give my kids
headaches, which distract them from their education. The virus will spread despite out best
efforts, since kids share many surfaces, don't wear masks properly, and play with each other.
Please consider leaving this as a personal choice. Places that have mandated mask usage
don't appear to have lower rates of infection.

8/15/2021 10:25 AM

2111

Question number 4 does not seem to offer options that accommodate the full discussion and
the data received will be misleading. There should be a 4th choice button that says "I support
a parent's right to choose whether or not their child should be masked in indoor school
settings." Personally, given the high vaccination rate among all ages 12+ in DougCo, I do not
support universal masking in schools that is REQUIRED. However I do support masking in
schools as the parent sees fit. If parents don't want their child to be masked, but the next
parent does, then great. There should not be a mandate either way. I did not choose an option
in question #4 because I think the blanket statements offered don't cover the full story and will
create misleading statistics we'll see pop up on the local news to support a school district
decision. It seems like more inaccurate data which equals more distrust. And my family is fully
vaccinated so this is completely unrelated to our views on the vaccinations or covid in general.

8/15/2021 10:25 AM

2112

There is little to no credible evidence that masking does anything to slow the spread of any air
borne virus. Plus does anyone really think kids of any age are going to comply. I’m 72 and do
not want to live in a society without risk because you have then lost your independence and
freedom. Government, federal, state, county, city, including tri-county health should never be
allowed to take away freedom to choose to protect others. The death rates of this so called
COVID are no worse than any bad flue season. If it saves one life it’s worth it thinking ignores
the greater harm masking is doing to our children and grand children of all ages in school. This
is the time for learning both academically and socially. Wearing masks make both more
difficult and teaches the kids fear and to be dependent on government. Not something I want
instilled in the kids.

8/15/2021 10:25 AM
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2113

In line with the CDC and AAP recommendations, all indoor school settings should be requiring
universal masking to protect the most vulnerable in our communities. As long as children
under the age of 12 are unable to be vaccinated against Covid-19, and with the increase in
cases related to the Delta variant, it's imperative that we protect children in schools in any way
that we can. Many children throughout Douglas county live with high-risk family members, or
are high-risk themselves. Though imperfect, masking is the simplest way to protect everyone
and reduce the transmission of Covid in our community.

8/15/2021 10:24 AM

2114

It had been proven that masks do nothing for disease and cause our kids emotional stress.
Stop making this political and do the right thing! NO MASKS

8/15/2021 10:23 AM

2115

this should not be at school by school decision, that is too much pressure to put on the
administrators. Tricounty health needs to take one for the team and require masks for All
children under the age of 12. Douglas County also needs to seriously consider making the
vaccines mandatory for all educators. It’s time to get herd immunity a chance, those of us that
can medically get a vaccine need to do so in order to protect those that cannot.

8/15/2021 10:22 AM

2116

Mask requirements are terrible for all kids of all ages. They don’t spread the virus when they r
not sick and they have practically no risk of death. The masks are terrible for them emotionally
and physically. I won’t put masks on my kids again to attend school. That is my right as a
parent. Keep them home if they r sick. Otherwise let them go to school and learn.

8/15/2021 10:21 AM

2117

There are plenty of studies that show kids are at almost zero risk from covid. And there are
plenty of studies that show mask are more hazardous to a child’s health and mental being. If
mask are mandated I will be removing my child from school.

8/15/2021 10:20 AM

2118

With the rising extremely contagious delta variant masks should be required in school to
protect our unvaccinated children. I would never want to gamble with the chance of my children
ending up on a ventilator or dying from something as simple as putting a mask over their faces
to protect them until they can be vaccinated. We should be taking every precaution to protect
them. I am a nurse in the community and have patients of all ages die from this virus. Masking
and vaccinating is proven to save lives!

8/15/2021 10:20 AM

2119

As the mother of two 8-year-olds, I feel very strongly that schools should require masks for all,
regardless of vaccination status. My husband and I are appalled that teachers and staff are not
required to be vaccinated. They are in direct contact with students who cannot be vaccinated
yet. It has been shown that the vaccinated can get the Delta variant of COVID-19 and can
carry it as well. It is a highly risky proposition for our children. Having masks optional in the
school is untenable for those of us who want our children to wear masks. The peer pressure
and the fact that teachers are not wearing masks directly results in my children not wearing
masks. And my children like to wear masks. The Douglas County School District is directly
going against the CDC’s recommendation. What kind of message is that to the children?
Further, children (and adults) have been healthier with a lower transmission of cold and flu by
wearing masks last school year. Please consider the safety of our children. The hospitals are
starting to see more and more children.

8/15/2021 10:19 AM

2120

My first, second and third desire is to protect in person learning. After everything over the past
1.5 years, my kids do not effective learn, grow and develop in an on-line or hybrid learning
environment. I think the question below is misleading. There should also be an option to select
masking as a personal choice. There is a lot of room in between universal masking and not
supporting masking. I feel this structure of option 4 will lead to a mis-representation of many
opinions.

8/15/2021 10:19 AM

2121

My grandkids r in school and I do not approve of masking them

8/15/2021 10:19 AM

2122

Dear Dr Douglas and Members of the TCHD Board: As a dentist and parent of children not yet
eligible for the Covid vaccine, I am reaching out to urge you to MANDATE universal masking in
all schools. The Executive Director of American Academy Charter School (3 campuses with
2000 children)is ignoring all recommendations based in health science and from health experts
on how to safely return and keep children safe and in school this year. She is choosing to
ignore the CDC, AAP, and the TCHD’s current recommendations. There is no layered level of
protection in place and is a scenario set up for catastrophic failure. Below is wording taken
directly from the school website: FOCUS ON “RETURN TO NORMALCY” * No cohorting
planned * Return to data-driven ability grouping * Return to normal protocols overall SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS * We will NOT be requiring masks for students nor staff (absent an exec
order) * We will NOT be quarantining healthy children (absent an exec order) * We will NOT
require vaccinations for students or staff * We will not be offering a remote option * We WILL
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ask parents to keep sick students at home * We WILL honor parent choice for their own child
to wear a mask (without shaming) * We WILL continue to focus on great handwashing and
hygiene. The Executive Director has indicated in email communications from her to concerned
parents that ONLY a mandate from the TCHD would change these policies and truly make it
safe for my children and all children to be in school. As a dental healthcare provider working in
one of the most at risk professions for exposure to Covid…. The masks work and the layered
levels of protection work to keep us safe, our patients safe, their families safe, and the
community safe. Masks are not harmful …. Dentists, hygienists, dental assistants , surgeons,
and nurses have been wearing them for DECADES for 8 hours a day . We are not mentally
affected or physically affected. I think we ALL CAN AGREE, wearing a mask is not what we
desire, but if it means donning one to keep the most vulnerable safe then that is what NEEDS
to be done. The administration at Amercian Academy will ONLY add this layer of protection if
TCHD mandates it. Despite being in the DCSD, AA does not follow the rules laid out by the
DCSD. AA follows the mandates of the TCHD. Below is a statement received by concerned
parents at AA from the Executive Director: - [ ] AA’s policies might be overcome by events.
Should Tri-County implement a public health order on Monday that is applicable to American
Academy, we will, of course, follow that order. You, Dr. Douglas and the Board are the means
to protecting the children at American Academy Charter School and the community we live in.
PLEASE have the courage to MANDATE universal masking in our schools.
2123

There are several issues with this proposal to mask our kids, again. For starters,
transmissibility of COVID-19 is extremely low among children to children, and children to
adults. There are several studies that back this claim. Studies also show children experience
more anxiety and depression, as well as social development delays due to universal mask
wearing. I can tell you from personal experience, my 4 DCSD students struggled greatly last
year. Two of them were pulled out due to excruciating daily headaches from wearing masks.
Almost all of my children had difficulty concentrating with a mask on. To your point of maskwearers being bullied, both sides of this has not been considered. Children that do not wear
masks are bullied by maskers too. The message that we need to be sending to our kids is to
accept individuals personal choice in the matter. Simply masking all children does not end the
bullying, as displayed last year. A mask mandate for the sake of bullying problems does not
solve the issue, it only perpetuates it. A mask mandate is a form of bullying in and of itself,
since oppression and intimidation tactics are used to force people to do something they feel
strongly against doing. Mask mandates simply do not make sense from a logical, emotional, or
scientific angle.

8/15/2021 10:18 AM

2124

Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor
masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools,
regardless of vaccination status.

8/15/2021 10:17 AM

2125

The children’s mental health needs to be considered. Masks and isolation are not good for the
kids. They should not be asked to wear them in school. That’s the majority of what parents
and kids think. If some are scared to come back, they should go online and let the rest of the
world live their lives.

8/15/2021 10:16 AM

2126

Make masks mandatory for all children unvaccinated, please keep children safe.

8/15/2021 10:13 AM

2127

The only protection our children under age 12 has is the mask. The kids wore them all last
year with no problems. I don't understand why they wouldn't wear them this year when cases in
kids are going up significantly. We need to keep our kids out of the hospital and in school!

8/15/2021 10:12 AM

2128

With the spread of the Delta variant and inability for children under 12 to be vaccinated, it is
incumbent upon us to both protect those unable to be vaccinated and to take actions to slow
the spread. Masks in indoor settings for all but particularly for those under 12 should be
mandated to facilitate these actions. Actions should be reviewed in light of the opinions of our
scientific experts and their recommendations, not those of politicians attempting to curry favor
by denying this virus as a hoax.

8/15/2021 10:11 AM

2129

I DO not want my children to wear masks!! They should not be forced to wear an unsanitary
piece of cloth on their face ( yes it is after they wear for 8 hrs). These masks cause
headaches to my children who suffer from migraines which makes it hard to concentrate and
they feel hard to breath!! Children who wear glasses constantly suffer from fogging which
makes seeing and learning hard to do, especially for children who aren’t old enough to know
how to even fix the mask properly!!!!! Children need to learn verbally and visually, when you’re
covering faces of those they’re learning from they cannot properly see how to pronounce Or
annunciate especially for those who are learning a foreign language.

8/15/2021 10:08 AM
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2130

Please stay with the decision already made. Parents who want masks can send their kids in
masks (do online school) It is respected, why force the rest to wear them? I see happy healthy
kids. We need life to get back to normal for these kids. I was over joyed to read this statement
from the Board of Douglas County Commissioners in response to the Douglas County School
District’s mask recommendation: "At this time, based on current public health data, Douglas
County has no interest in issuing nor supporting additional mask mandates nor vaccination
passports for our residents to resume normal activities. We would respectfully encourage our
colleagues with the Douglas County School District, charter, and private schools to continue to
support citizens’ freedom to choose, including students and their parents." Please let us be
free to choose for ourselves! Someone who wears a mask will NEVER be forced to take it off,
so please don’t force our kids to put one on. I know the squeaky wheel gets heard the loudest
but please know the majority doesn't want them. Walk through any school right now and you’ll
see only a small amount in masks. Let us CONTINUE be free to choose what’s best for you
our kids! Thank you.

8/15/2021 10:07 AM

2131

No masks please!

8/15/2021 10:07 AM

2132

No mask mandate for children!

8/15/2021 10:06 AM

2133

I believe masking in schools should be a parental choice. Both my kids have been vaccinated
and we feel comfortable letting them go to school without a mask. As my children's parent, I
should be able to make decisions for what is best for them.

8/15/2021 10:05 AM

2134

My 3 kids all have a better learning experience without wearing masks. It's my firm belief
students need to return to normal school and activities without masks.

8/15/2021 10:02 AM

2135

It should be up to the family to decide if their children need to wear a mask!

8/15/2021 10:01 AM

2136

Masks do not work. The only thing they do is lessen the amount of oxygen getting to our
children’s brains. The children have suffered through the needless shutdowns over the last
year and a half. They will not suffer any longer. There is no pandemic. Deaths for the last 5
years nationwide have remained at the same levels. This whole sham was based on the faulty
pcr test (The non government CDC has admitted this and has asked that pcr tests stop being
used by the end of the year) which is run on cycles too high, allowing for up to 97% false
positive results. My child will be pulled from your schools immediately if you choose to muzzle
her again. Remember who you work for-do not think for a minute that you will ever be elected
again if you try to push this issue. Follow the real science and put the health of the children
first, which is the job you were all elected to do.

8/15/2021 10:01 AM

2137

I don’t want masking, as studies show they don’t work. And my kids are vaccinated. But if
masking is what my children have to do to attend school, we’ll reluctantly comply.

8/15/2021 9:59 AM

2138

No accurate data to require children to wear mask. Children need to be exposed to viruses to
build immunity.

8/15/2021 9:59 AM

2139

I think the board should consider what’s best for kids and use the data available to determine
what’s best for kids. Parent and public comment should not be the deciding factor. Data should
drive all decision making. And what’s best for kids should be considered.

8/15/2021 9:58 AM

2140

Masking is more harmful for their health than good. COVID hasn’t affected teenagers and
children the way it has adults

8/15/2021 9:57 AM

2141

Please provide accurate and fact based information for parents to make a decision that is right
for their children while in school, on whether their children wear masks or not.

8/15/2021 9:55 AM

2142

Leave the masking choice up to each family. Having a child with special needs, masking has
delayed her social understanding of her peers. These children to be kids! No mask required
please, we are begging you to let parents make the choice.

8/15/2021 9:55 AM

2143

I recommend the board to mandate the mask among student and staff. This decision will
create safe zone for any COVID spread. Especially with the Delta vairant, not wearing the
mask will spread the virus among majority of students fast to the point that school will struggle
to control that and therefore waste a lot of valuable education times for recovery.

8/15/2021 9:55 AM

2144

Kids need to build strong immunities! I think it is very apparent that if you sent your kids to IN
PERSON school this year you are ok with the risks of socializing without wearing masks.
Please be clear on what will be enforced for the hundreds of kids/families that will not be
supporting the mask mandate. The schools and ultimately kids will suffer in that situation.
Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:54 AM
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2145

Freedom of choice!

8/15/2021 9:53 AM

2146

Ya’ll put 4 bulleted points on your site . These 4 items are your argument to mandate masks…
1. Protection for those unable to vaccinate: SO if my health doctor advices against the
vaccine due to my private medical condition & I do not get vaccinated ….then you think you’ll
be helping protect me by mandating masks to be worn? I don’t need you deciding for me….I
must make the choice to wear a mask or not… my medical doctor advice is who I will listen to
- not a government funded office. Segway into #2- potential impact on secondary spread…. I
don’t want to wear a mask!!! Well then the responsibility & risk is mine! Opposing argumentWell then if you get Covid and are a-symptomatic then you could spread it to others!!! Well if
YOU wear YOUR mask cuz it’s protecting YOU…. It shouldn’t matter if I have it or not cuz
YOUR mask protects YOU! 2. Addressed above 3. Enhanced in person learning (Fewer
disruptions due to isolation!) First of all, if ONLY the child or teacher who catches Covid is
isolated and not 50 plus healthy kids who sat in the same classroom-THEN yes in-person
learning would be enhanced. Again, if I don’t wear a mask, and I get sick, I stay home, recover
& then go back to living. OPPOSING VIEW- If I was wearing a mask…I wouldn’t have gotten
sick in the first place??? Hmmm…. I think we all know that isn’t true! 4. Could reduce mental
health stress Due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation. School
disruption. Wow… so now mask wearers are being bullied by the non mask wearers?? Are you
kidding me? I’m guessing that’s thrown out there by CRT supporters too? Insert eye roll! The
only bullying that is going on is from our local Tri-county & CDC offices!! The only thing that is
going to reduce mental health stress is allowing the freedom back to these children and
teachers who would like to protect themselves by wearing their magic mask and get a vaccine
that may or may not help them. OR allowing children and teachers who cannot get the vaccine
for their own beliefs, wish not to just because or are just not afraid of the virus . Maybe we just
rather not have a lung condition and get pneumonia from breathing our own wet bacteria all
day. If you want to reduce mental health issues, allow these teachers and children to use their
facial expressions. If you want to reduce mental health, allow these kids to stay in school and
have a normal life and normal social events and normal graduations without all this
ridiculousness. The virus is not going anywhere and if we learn how to work through it without
causing the division in the nation that’s how we will reduce stress. Each side can argue points.
Each side can find a doctor to support their beliefs. Each side has a right to their opinion and
choose to believe who they choose to believe. You wear a mask to protect yourself so it
should not matter if I don’t have a mask on. I carry a concealed gun to protect myself if
something happens not particularly to worry about the guy next to me. Oh I take birth control to
not get pregnant not so you’re 16-year-old daughter won’t get pregnant. I wear sunglasses to
protect my eyes does nothing for yours. I wear sunscreen so I don’t get a sunburn I’m pretty
sure it’s not gonna help you as you lay unprotected. If I wanna risk myself and not wear the
supposed cure all mask or get the vaccine that is my choice. In what world would anybody
think mandating such madness is OK? So yes I guess I now support “My body My Choice”…
funny cause if you tie abortion into this as pro-abortion folks are the ones who created this
slogan, and now those sane people want the government mandating masks…but not the killing
of an innocent life! Insert another eye roll! It is a sad world we now live in.

8/15/2021 9:52 AM

2147

Please make masks optional/encouraged, not required, especially for elementary school
children! Parents who are scared can always choose to mask up their child or enroll their child
in the virtual class offerings.

8/15/2021 9:51 AM

2148

Thank you for listening! We are seeing alarming rates of pediatric Covid cases as well as
hospitalizations around the country. Though Douglas County has high vaccination rates for the
eligible population, our youngest children can not yet get their vaccines. Please mandate
masks in schools until the youngest population can be vaccinated. Although masks may not
be 100% effective against the Delta variant, they will still help provide some protection if all
kids are masked. It is not a good layer of protection if only 2 or 3 kids per class are masked.
Please look to science and medical professionals for sound decision making. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:50 AM

2149

With the rise of the delta variant and the impact it has on kids, I think we should highly
recommend or mandate that kids that can’t get vaccinated wear masks. Kids can do hard
things.

8/15/2021 9:49 AM

2150

I do not believe that children or adults should be forced to wear mask. There have been
studies done that show the negative effects of wearing masks. This should be a choice and
not required. We’re in America let us have our right to choose

8/15/2021 9:49 AM

2151

Indoor masking should be mandatory

8/15/2021 9:49 AM
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2152

Daily masking for ANY age group is not healthy and unnecessary. Children told to wear a mask
in school is abusive physically and emotionally. Several physicians throughout the USA have
reported this mask mandate is not healthy and not in the best interest of the individual . This
mask mandating must end.

8/15/2021 9:49 AM

2153

I won’t wear a mask again

8/15/2021 9:49 AM

2154

I would like to relay my concern for the upcoming school year about COVID19 spread among
students. I recommend the Board mandate the masks among students and staff and also
mandate the vaccine among school staff. Although wearing masks is not convenient, but it
can prevent future incidents of COVID spread with high probability. Consequently, the time that
needed to be spent for recovering from a spread incident will be significantly reduced and in
long term wearing the mask will pay off considerably.

8/15/2021 9:48 AM

2155

Hello, I believe with so many people enjoying not wearing masks all summer you are going to
have a very difficult time with enforcement of a mask mandate in schools. Please consider
how you would enforce if students choose not to comply. It would be an unfortunate waste of
resources to fight law suits that will no doubt arise. Also Dr. Douglas was very clear that
schools are taking incredible precautions above and beyond the general public and should be
treated differently with mask mandating when he spoke at the school board meeting.

8/15/2021 9:46 AM

2156

The risk from wearing masks include highly transmissible diseases, face deformation from
mouth breathing, poor vision for children who wear glasses, headaches, fatigue, depression,
distraction, speech disorders and lastly psychological disorders. My son got bacterial
pneumonia 4x last semester from his mask. He had never had that before, ever in his life.
Even Fauci himself has said masks do not work to slow the spread of covid and the numbers
indicate covid spreads identically in areas of similar population density where there are mask
mandates as opposed to areas without the mandates. The common cloth mask does nothing
to stop the aerosol spread of the tiny covid virus which is much smaller than the weave of the
fabric! Masks take away our personal identities and make the collective much more important
than the individual. They are dehumanizing and initiating a powerful trend to destroy human
dignity. We all feel sorry for a muzzled dog but for some reason it’s ok to muzzle our children.
This is child abuse! To say all children must wear a mask so those wearing a mask are not
bullied is like saying all children must wear braces because one child has braces or all children
must wear a cast because one child broke his or her arm. We are individuals with our unique
weaknesses and strengths and children need to know this from experience. Let parents have
the CHOICE to do what's best for their kids. If people believe masks work and make them
safe, let them have the choice to wear them. If I know masks are ineffective and put my
children at harm physically and emotionally, then I should have the same ability to chose NOT
to mask my children.

8/15/2021 9:44 AM

2157

Kids need oxygen and to see faces

8/15/2021 9:44 AM

2158

I personally do not want masks; however I am supportive of others to make their own choices.
No need to mandate.

8/15/2021 9:43 AM

2159

All students in all schools should be mandated to wear masks indoors until all school age
children have access to vaccinations. While high school and many middle school students are
old enough to be vaccinated, a large percentage of them have younger siblings at home, so
older students can spread COVID to those younger children since you are still able to get
COVID and spread it even when vaccinated. Masks will help to control the spread of COVID
and keep our schools open, which should be a priority. The school’s stance of masks being
“highly recommended” is not effective as kids bend to peer pressure because they are kids;
students should not be expected to make adult decisions as to whether they wear a mask or
not. I have encouraged both of my children to wear their mask at school but they are not
complying due to the fact that only about 1 student per class is wearing one and their desire to
fit in with their peers. Also, masks are not as effective if only a tiny percentage of students are
wearing them. We also know that parents do not consistently follow guidance to keep children
home when sick so masking can help mitigate the spread due to irresponsible parent
decisions. Masks do not harm are children and are a simple solution. It is time to take a stand
and mandate masks until all school age children have the option to be vaccinated and to help
keep school doors open!!

8/15/2021 9:43 AM

2160

Mask are pointless for all kids. They don’t wear them correctly and reuse dirty mask.

8/15/2021 9:42 AM

2161

I do not support any mask mandate for these students

8/15/2021 9:40 AM
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masks do more harm than good....and in fact, the delta variant goes thru marks anyways, so if
someone is going to get it, they will anyways...with or without wearing a mask. Let the kids be
kids!

8/15/2021 9:38 AM

2163

Masks should be a choice not a mandate. I do not support masks in schools.

8/15/2021 9:37 AM

2164

I have 3 elementary kids this year- 4th grade, 2nd grade, and kindergarten, and I feel strongly
that they should not be required to wear masks as it distracts them from their learning and they
overly touch and handle their masks to a point where they are less effective. I especially
believe kindergarteners should not be required to wear masks.

8/15/2021 9:36 AM

2165

Do NOT mandate masks for any grade anywhere. They are abusive and provide zero
protection against the virus AND have been proven to hold harmful bacteria and provide
decreased oxygen levels to kids with developing brains which is far more harmful to them than
a virus that they have a greater chance of being killed by a lightning strike. Should we talk
about suicide rates in the last year? Mental health issues? What additional evidence do you
need? This is abuse and you will have parents that come together and send kids with no
masks to school anyway, trust me we are ready, we will fight for our kids and their health. Put
all the kids in one school together that want to be masked and leave the rest of us alone, it
would be less of a headache for you. I will bring a lawsuit should my kid be abused in this way.

8/15/2021 9:33 AM

2166

I do not believe the kids should wear masks. Parents who wish for their kids to wear them
have a choice for them to do so. If they work then they should be protected. If they don’t then
we shouldn’t be wasting the effort.

8/15/2021 9:30 AM

2167

I support masking recommendations for unvaccinated adults but do not support masking for
students or vaccinated adults.

8/15/2021 9:30 AM

2168

Please mandate masking, I am so fearful that my son might get sick or pass the virus onto
more vulnerable members of the community. He is masking but says only half his class is. We
have seen from other districts and other states that this can get so bad so fast.

8/15/2021 9:29 AM

2169

You have a great responsibility to uphold freedom. So empower people with the freedom of
personal responsibility. In this instance parents who do NOT want to mask their children in
school should have the choice NOT to. And the parents who DO want to mask their children
can mask them. You also have a great responsibility to protect children from the psychological
damage masks inflict on them. Forcing healthy children to wear masks teaches them
displaced FEAR. Healthy children are NOT vulnerable to COVID19. We know so much more
now than we did about COVID19 and the population it affects. Those that need to mitigate their
risk should. They have the choice to take control of their health and how they live their life. If
they want to mask, they can. If they want to vaccinate, they can. If they need to social
distance they’re in direct control of that too. When you force Americans to do something, like
what’s taken place over the last year they become more defiant. I’ve see lines drawn and
friendships lost. If people are empowered to make their own choice for their family then
perhaps we will all be more ready to respond with empathy and to protect the vulnerable.
Please do the right thing. Review the data (you will find it also doesn’t support masks for
children). Listen to parents, doctors and psychologists who are in favor of NOT masking
children and truly understand their reasons. Listen to the brave followers of REAL science. Do
NOT be swayed by misinformation, what if’s, or threats. And finally PRAY about your decision.
You are in your position for a reason and a PURPOSE. Speak truth and have courage. No
masks on children!

8/15/2021 9:28 AM

2170

Leave decisions on masking to the local school districts. It must be decided by elected
officials.

8/15/2021 9:27 AM

2171

Children under 12 are not, and cannot be, vaccinated yet. It is inconsistent with guidelines we
have been following up until now that they are not wearing masks indoors. My 11 year old
came home in tears the first day of school after kids taunted him for wearing a mask in the
classroom. He was one of 11 kids wearing masks in a classroom of 30 kids. Two of his friends
(from other DougCo schools) canceled outdoor plans with us this weekend because they
received letters home of possible Covid exposures. This is going to be very disruptive to
learning.

8/15/2021 9:24 AM

2172

Last year our kids suffered from 200% higher suicide ideation rates, 600% higher use of anti
depressants, unknown number of higher substance abuse, and lower CMAS test scores. We
took so many steps last year to protect the children, yet data is showing overall those policies
did more overall harm then good. Positive cases for children make only 15% of the total

8/15/2021 9:19 AM
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COVID cases, yet the vast majority of them are suffering in developmental growth, Yes, most
of this is due to the remote learning, but social distancing policies, including mask wearing, is
a slippery slope. We need to focus on the big picture of the total needs of the children and not
just the one or two factors. Please weigh all the costs and benefits of this policy and the path
it puts us on before you make your decision. Please vote for no mandatory masks. Thank you
2173

For question 4, my view is I support Universal Masking in ALL indoor settings when and ONLY
when the data supports it. It makes very little sense to suggest kids at schools universally
mask when they are at significantly less risk of hospitalization versus the population at large.
We are calling them the "most vulnerable", but in reality, the people most vulnerable are those
that are older, in poorer health, and have opted to not get the vaccine (their choice). This link
shows a study of 10 states since the start of the pandemic (representing 30 million people in
the US - Colorado is included) - https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/covidnet/COVID19_5.html. As you
can see, hospitalization is extremely rare for children under 18 and even more so under 11.
Compare that with the 2018/2019 flu season for hospitalizations (these are national numbers,
but if you extrapolate out, flu hospitalizations for these age groups are still higher https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/2018-2019.html. Serious Covid health concerns also
coincide with other health challenges (obesity, diabetes, hypertension, etc.) which we as the
SECOND HEALTHIEST COUNTY IN THE COUNTRY have less to worry about.
https://www.fox21news.com/news/state/colorado-home-to-5-of-top-10-healthiest-counties-inthe-u-s/ Another thing to consider is how effective masks we have used in the past are versus
a much more contagious Delta variant. There are many experts that now recommend wearing
N-95 type masks (https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/n95-mask-delta-variantkn95/2021/07/23/ee849e6c-eafe-11eb-97a0-a09d10181e36_story.html). Not sure who would
pay for more effective masks, much less ensure they are worn. To me, the challenge is there
are too many people locally that are watching what is happening in other parts of the country.
The hysteria of the national media is spinning up a lot of people into thinking we are in serious
trouble when we are not. I would highly recommend we have certain levels we can point to on
our dashboard to determine associate levels of mitigation. IE similar to last year with positivity
rate in schools versus online, hybrid, and in person learning. IF we are seeing an increase in
hospitalization for children and our health infrastructure is trending toward a concerning level,
then we can take more action. IF and only IF we start to see these troubling signs with our
community would I support masking. BUT that sort of approach would need to be universal (IE
all indoors for ALL). Why single out kids and schools when those same kids will be maskless
at extracurricular activities and who don't get very sick in the first place? Final point - IF DCSD
decides they want to start masking kids at school, I will want to see the data to support the
decision. If the data doesn't support it and it appears that DCSD is simply caving to the
loudest people in the room who want you to "protect the children" (again, without any data, just
emotion), we as a family will have to consider other education options for our children.

8/15/2021 9:16 AM

2174

This pandemic started with two weeks to slow the spread, and the people trusted our public
health experts. 18 months later, TCHD deaths "with" covid are now at the lowest point ever.
With the mask conversation resurfacing, public trust in public health is eroding, and the people
are questioning the true agendas behind this madness. With every new mandate, trust in public
health continues to erode. You don't need propaganda to convince the public to protect
themselves from a truly deadly pandemic. Kids have NEVER been the vectors of this disease.
Flu, mental health, and suicide pose a greater risk to our kids than SARS-COV-2. We've never
insisted kids mask to prevent flu, which is more dangerous to kids than COVID-19. What
changed? What are the health effects of wearing dirty masks? What types of psychological
damage do we do to children by forcing them to cover their faces? How much more difficult is
it to learn to read, or learn a foreign language, when you can't see your teacher annunciating
the words? Are these questions that public health is even asking, or addressing? Are public
health officials concerned about the whole health of the child? Mental, physical, emotional?
One size fits all treatments are rarely as effective as targeted treatments that take into
consideration one's whole being. Has public health discussed combating obesity or
recommended vitamin D to reduce the COVID impact to our community? As a community we
need to come together and be united in our differences. We need to educate our children in a
free and open manner, face to face, without the restrictions imposed by arbitrary mandates.

8/15/2021 9:15 AM

2175

I am asking Tri County to please implement a mask mandate in elementary schools. I have 2
children under 12 attending DCSD schools.

8/15/2021 9:15 AM

2176

Why are you ignoring science? • Children are at extremely low risk from death, hospitalization,
or other adverse events due to COVID-19. They face a 3-4x higher mortality risk from flu vs.
COVID, and a 10x risk of suicide. • Even with Delta, children are at extremely low risk, with
some data suggesting that pediatric hospitalization rates for Delta are less than half what they

8/15/2021 9:14 AM
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were for earlier variants. • Children are NOT super-spreaders. They are not the reservoir of
COVID-19 that is “prolonging the pandemic”. Multiple contact tracing studies have shown that
the R0 for children is actually BELOW one, meaning it is mathematically impossible for them
to drive this epidemic. They are epidemiological dead ends. • Mask mandates–especially in
schools–do not reduce school or community transmission. SUPPORTING DATA (everything
underlined is clickable and many point back to CDC data): Children are at extremely low risk
from COVID As of now, there are 332 deaths of children with COVID in the U.S. This
compares to about 450/year in a normal flu season—and remember, these 332 deaths
occurred during TWO COVID seasons. Beyond this, the CDC has noted that 35% of these
deaths could not possibly have had anything to do with COVID (e.g., they were car accidents,
suicides, etc., etc..). Thus, the actual number is not possibly above 219. Of these, virtually all
were extremely ill. Researchers from Johns Hopkins recently found a mortality rate of zero for
children who were not extremely ill with prior conditions, like leukemia. Nor does this reflect
lower spread due to our world-breaking interventions. The CDC estimates that through May,
2021 there were 27 million COVID infections in children (23 million symptomatic). Using the
number of deaths where COVID might actually have been causal, this yields a maximum
infection fatality rate (IFR) of 0.001% for symptomatic infection in children. This compares to
around 12.5 million symptomatic flu infections in the same age group in any given year, which
with an average of 450 deaths, yields an IFR of 0.003%. Thus COVID is significantly less
dangerous for children than flu—3-4x less deadly depending on the year—even without a
vaccine. The risk of hospitalization is also miniscule. Again, on 23 million symptomatic
infections, the CDC estimates there to have been 209,000 pediatric hospitalizations—a rate of
0.9%. The rate for flu is ~0.4%, approximately half that of COVID. However, here, too, there
are caveats. A recent study found that 45% of pediatric COVID hospitalizations were in no way
related to COVID. This would bring pediatric hospitalization rates for COVID in-line with those
for flu. There is of course the question of “Long COVID” in kids. Once again, there is much
more heat than light here. In a recent study, researchers found no difference in long-COVID
symptoms in children who had antibodies for COVID, vs. those who did not—i.e. those who
were never infected. This study found the same. From all of these data, it should be clear that
at a minimum, if we are going to mask children to prevent COVID, logically, we must mask
them for flu as well. Is that what we want? What are the trade offs? When it comes to children,
their risk of death from suicide (under normal circumstances) is nearly 10-fold higher than their
risk of death from COVID. The sense of isolation and alienation created by masks seems
likely to aggravate this much more serious risk. If the risk of suicide were increased by
masking and distancing by even 1%, it would need to be offset by a reduction in pediatric
COVID deaths by at least 10%. Given the very fragile nature of the children who have died
from COVID, that is extremely unlikely. Unfortunately, no concern has been given to the
potential downsides of masks by public health officials, especially when it comes to children.
Delta has NOT changed the game. Children are STILL at extremely low risk from
hospitalization or death from COVID. The same applies for Delta, which while more
transmissible, appears to be less deadly, not more, for children. In the UK, where Delta has
come and gone, and hospitalization rates for children with delta were nearly 50% lower. Data
from the CDC shows that pediatric hospitalizations are at nearly identical/slightly lower levels
as last year at this time, and significantly lower than winter peaks. The most recent data from
HHS shows just 2 pediatric hospitalizations in Massachusetts—and a winter peak of just 20
out of a population of 1.5 million children in the state. I scoured the CDC website but cannot
find information there about current pediatric covid hospitalizations but I can see that it’s
currently averaging 0.6 per 100,000 which is tracking exactly with national averages. Based on
this 0.6 per 100,000 and the latest estimate of 1.2 million children living in Colorado (per most
recent census totals), this would equate to about 7 children statewide. Children are not SuperSpreaders—Even Unvaccinated The original rationale for masking kids was that they were
super-spreaders—that while they wouldn’t get sick, they might kill grandma. In fact, they are
not. This study from the CDC found that each student infected generated an additional 0.77
infections (27 student infections, yielded 21 additional infections clearly related to a student),
where each teacher generated an additional 2.6 infections—3.4 times the rate of the children.
This is important, because it shows that children are effectively dead ends when it comes to
transmission—even unvaccinated. 0.77 is effectively the R0 for children, meaning that they
CANNOT be responsible for driving community transmission. A similar—but much larger—
study of 400,000 children in Germany found that children generated just 0.25 cases for each
infection, where teachers generated 1.1—4-fold more. Interestingly, the children were not
masked in this study, except for at the end, when cases rose significantly. Children’s lower
transmission rates appear to protect not just them, but those around them. In Florida, where
98% of the school year was offered to students full-time, in-person, and where 20 districts
were mask optional for the full year, the case rate for children was 0.088%, per week—i.e. less
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than 1 child in 1000 contracted COVID/week. For Floridians unassociated with schools, the
weekly case rate was 2.4 times that, 0.214% (( 1.66m infections – (these infections))/18.3 M
non-teacher-staff, non-student population)/37weeks). To underscore the “protective effect”
provided by these kids’ lower transmission rates, teachers and staff in Florida schools
contracted COVID at less than half the rate of other Floridians—0.11%/week (13,991
infection/~329K teachers and staff/37 weeks). Furthermore, researchers analyzing Florida,
Massachusetts, and New York schools found that there was no association between school
mask mandates and case rates either in the school, or the community. Mask Mandates—
especially in schools—do not impact school or community transmission In the study noted
above, the authors state, “We do not see a correlation between mask mandates and COVID-19
rates among students.” A longitudinal study consistently shows no impact of mask mandates
on either in-school transmission, or community transmission. In fact, the rate of transmission
is routinely higher in both schools and the community in areas where masks are mandated.
Other research has shown that more broadly, there is no impact from masking on case
transmission rates. With all of this, the only possible remaining rationale for masking children,
is to protect adults who chose not to be vaccinated. Given that vaccines are available to all
adults who want them, and that children never saw any increased mortality—including
extremely fragile children—this rationale seems specious. For any people who may still be atrisk in these older groups, even after widespread vaccine availability, it seems far more
prudent to develop measures that allow them to protect themselves (e.g. N-95s or greater),
rather to continue to sacrifice the well-being of our children. While there is no excess mortality
among children in any state, should there be parents who feel their children are at greater risk,
developing tailored mitigation strategies to support those families would be far more prudent—
particularly given that mask mandates in schools have no impact on in-school transmission.
Universally masking in schools, while very visible and socially invasive, sadly appears to do
nothing to protect the vulnerable in those populations. Masking children is child abuse. If you
mandate this, watch Our schools collapse as parents shift to homeschooling and schools lose
their federal funding. Masks do NOT stop transmission, they only traumatize our children at
alarming rates. Do the right thing. Make masking a personal choice and stop spreading fear
and discord.
2177

I am a parent and have 3 elementary aged children in the DCSD and I am a healthcare provider
in the area emergency departments I am strongly opposed to mask mandates for schools and
for my children 1. There is not a single study that shows that cloth masks are effective at
stoping or limiting the spread of COVID. 1 study shows that 97% of virus particles go through
a cloth mask. In and out 2. A mask is a trap for germs and dirt in young children and could
likely have detrimental effects to their physical health 3. I work in Health care and wear a mask
regularly and for entire shifts, but it is a surgical or KN 95 mask and I was educated on how to
wear it, take it on and off, and store it and change it out safely. This is not feasible or practical
or realistic for elementary age children. They touch their face, touch their mask, put it down on
their desk, pick it up, put it in their pocket and other places, touching the very surface that
may be contaminated with any number of germs and virus 4. Requiring our young children to
wear a mask over their face for seven hours a day is ludicrous and child abuse 5. The Covid
virus is not dangerous for school age children. The flu is significantly more dangerous for these
children and we have never mandated masks for children for the cold and flu. 6. There is no
way to mitigate all risk in life and from this virus for anyone, including children 7 I have seen
no evidence of Bullying Or mask shaming. Again I have three children, none of them care if
they have friends and classmates who choose to wear a mask 8 The mental and emotional
harm to masking our children is not being considered and is very real. Not allowing them to see
the faces of their peers and adults is dangerous and damaging. I have seen this with my own
children. By forcing everyone to mask, We are telling them that the very air they breathe is
contaminated and deadly and that their friends and the people around them are sick Dangerous
and a threat to them. We are teaching them to be scared and fearful of going anywhere, even
outside and being around other people. 9. I have young children and they are learning language
and reading. Not allowing them to see the faces of their teachers and peers to annunciate
words and language is extremely detrimental and damaging to their learning process. This
obstacle to my children’s learning is extremely impactful and not reversible and there is no
mediation for lost development and education. I will not stand for my kids being harmed and
losing out in this way. Again, let me be clear, I am strongly opposed to masking my children
while they are in school 7 hours a day. It is ineffective, unhealthy, psychologically and
emotionally abusive and extremely damaging to them on multiple fronts and on multiple
levels.And there is no evidence that it is effective in anyway, beneficial in anyway or protects
them or anyone else from the COVID-19 or any other virus. I will not Continue this ridiculous,
potentially endless cycle of masking/muzzling my children.
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2178

I feel that living in this county, people value personal choice over the health and wellness of
the community at large. My children are too young to be vaccinated, and I would be in favor of
having masks mandated in schools. Masks only work if all wear them properly. We saw that
last year with, zero cases of flu and cold, and hardly any Covid transmission among school
aged kids. The “send your kid in a mask if you feel so strongly” argument doesn’t work.

8/15/2021 9:10 AM

2179

Masks should not be mandatory for children in school, especially those in elementary school.
There is zero scientific evidence supporting any effectiveness of masks against the spread of
respiratory viruses. The nano particles pass through masks, especially the cloth masks
children wear. The social and psychological damage makes do to children is far greater than
any risk of contacting covid. The survival rate of children is close to 100% for this virus. More
children died from the flu in 2019, than have from covid in a year and a half. Teachers are able
to get the vaccine if they feel compromised. Keep the masks off of our children, use common
sense, if a child is sick they stay home. Parents should have the choice of whether their kids
wear masks. Children have been striving all summer long in crowded places similar to schools
without masks. Do not make healthy children wear masks, they have nothing to spread. My 5
and 7 year old should not have to cover their faces all day and not be able to see their peers
and teachers faces, facial cues, expressions, etc. The last school year of masks did nothing,
all they are is a visual sign of conformity. The CDC guidance is laughable, they flip flop every
week and have been caught falsifying data, exaggerating statistics and do not have my
children's health as a priority. Parents should be the ultimate decision makers for their own
children's health. Masks in schools should be optional only, never mandatory. Please consider
the psychological effects masks are having on our children and the long term damage they will
cause. Please consider the data and how children are not a vulnerable group when it comes to
this virus. Please consider our voices and give us the choice to choose. Thank you.

8/15/2021 9:10 AM

2180

I don’t want my 6 year old wearing a mask during school. It took all summer for his rash to go
away around his mouth from masking last year. No more masks!

8/15/2021 9:07 AM

2181

There is no evidence that Covid is a major threat to our children’s well being. In fact there is
more evidence that supports the negative impact it has on our children both physically and
emotionally when they are forced to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 9:05 AM

2182

First, I am extremely upset that this is not an in person meeting. Seems cowardly of you that
we as parents do not have the chance to stand in front of you and voice our opinions. Second,
this meeting is not necessary. All you have to do is go to any schools morning drop off and
you will see that some kids wear masks and an overwhelming majority do not. Same with
teachers. So if you really want to know the real answer, go to morning drop offs. I do believe
you have already made your decision and this is all theater. This is a parental choice not a
government choice. The way it is now is perfect. It allows parents who are concerned to send
kids with masks or do elearning and those aren’t concerned to send their kids without. You are
currently satisfying both groups without restricting either. Be honest with yourselves. 354
deaths involving covid per the cdc. This is not deadly. We will be pulling our two kids of masks
are mandated and be encouraging all the other parents to do the same.

8/15/2021 9:05 AM

2183

You are increasing suicide rates by pushing prolonged masking of children in school. This is
child abuse. Look at the CDC FACTS: When it comes to children, their risk of death from
suicide (under normal circumstances) is nearly 10-fold higher than their risk of death from
COVID. The sense of isolation and alienation created by masks is likely to aggravate this
much more serious risk. If the risk of suicide were increased by masking and distancing by
even 1%, it would need to be offset by a reduction in pediatric COVID deaths by at least 10%.
Given the very fragile nature of the children who have died from COVID, that is extremely
unlikely. Unfortunately, no concern has been given to the potential downsides of masks by
public health officials, especially when it comes to children. A child who contracts COVID has
only a 0.0096% chance of dying but with suicide it is 100%. Parents are banding together in
record numbers and you will be held legally and morally accountable for the mental health of
children and increased suicide rates. You must stop this nonsense immediately. It's becoming
clearer and clearer why Douglas County is looking to depart from TriCounty Death. Excuse me,
I meant to say "health."

8/15/2021 9:05 AM

2184

"Malo periculosam, libertatem quam quietam servitutem." Thomas Jefferson, translated "I
prefer dangerous freedom over peaceful slavery". Our country is great because of our
unmatched freedom for us to decide what is best for our family and loved ones. Along with all
the down sides of masking children and the learning distraction/issues that come with it, I fear
we are allowing our God given rights to freedom away with going along with any masking
requirement.

8/15/2021 9:05 AM
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2185

Masking in schools is creating a generation that is mute. They are being forced not to have
voices. If my child is sick, I will keep them home whether it is with COVID or another virus.
This is common sense that appears uncommon as a lot of parents need to work and send their
kids to school sick. If we used the golden rule of treating others the way we want to be treated,
then we can continue to educate our youth and create a generation that will help continue the
ideas of the constitution and our founding fathers. I have children in college, high school and
elementary and have witnessed the affects on each one of them. Depression being a huge
component as the “social” aspect of school was stripped from them. The energy at our
elementary school the first week was so incredible. We are very blessed to have an amazing
principal that cares for each and every student and their needs. Last year was tough and I can
see that he wants the children in school and learning. Covered up in masks they shut down.
Please don’t ruin a generation. For those that wish to have their children masked they may do
so, but please don’t take the rights from those who wish otherwise. Taking away rights is
taking away freedoms and this is unjust.

8/15/2021 9:03 AM

2186

Please consider health concerns over privacy concerns

8/15/2021 9:02 AM

2187

The regular mass that kidswear do not prevent Covid! They also are unhealthy for kids to wear,
Physically, Mentally, And emotionally.

8/15/2021 9:01 AM

2188

Masks in schools should be a decision made by parents in the best interest of each student.
The efficacy of masks is very debatable, and the negative effects of masks are numerous.

8/15/2021 8:59 AM

2189

I don’t wanna wear a mask

8/15/2021 8:58 AM

2190

NO MASKS

8/15/2021 8:57 AM

2191

We do not want our children masked and as a parent that is my right and choice. Do not
mandate them. They can be optional for those who feel safer with them. One size does not fit
all and you do not know my child like I do. This is not right and we are asking you to do the
right thing by making masks option. There is furthermore not a single peer reviewed study that
masks work. There is however much data about the mental health of our children and the set
back that masks and lockdowns do to them. My child will be pulled from the district should
masks be mandated and I can guarantee you many others will pull theirs too. Let us be the
parents and make the decisions we know are best for our children and their health. Our
children have gone all summer without masks and to camps and playgrounds and been around
many kids and they’ve all been ok! Do not mandate masks. Option yes, but do jot mandate
that decision should be left to parent.

8/15/2021 8:56 AM

2192

If you are vaccinated you should not need a mask anywhere. It seems odd that we are being
asked to wear masks to support those that choose to not get vaccinate.

8/15/2021 8:53 AM

2193

“A mask is not a respirator and will not provide any protection against COVID-19 or other
viruses or contaminants. Wearing an ear loop mask does not reduce the risk of contracting any
disease or infection. User is solely responsible for the selection of PPE for the setting and
application. Change immediately if contaminated.” — The back of the mask box. Stop masking
our children. Stop masking yourself.

8/15/2021 8:51 AM

2194

As a trauma therapist, and a mother, the masks are doing more harm than good. Taking away
basic emotions and body language (kids primary way of understanding communication) is
bringing on shame, guilt, fear, and confusion. Kids being forced to wear masks while
consumers can go into restaurants is child abuse and neglect.

8/15/2021 8:51 AM

2195

Children are impacted heavily by social norms. In order to keep all families safe, masking
should be required. This removes risk of bullying, teasing. Removes burden on teachers to
monitor for that. Allows parents of children with health sensitivity to feel more secure in their
student’s schooling. Let’s keep up the progress. And keep our kids in school.

8/15/2021 8:48 AM

2196

No doubt that anybody these days can find information to support a position they take on any
matter. Masks and vaccinations are no different. So why not give parents the choice to do
what’s right for their families? Nobody can tell a parent that they aren’t in a position to make
choices for their families. This becomes even more appropriate when the FDA approves the
vaccine for kids….once that happens everyone will be able to make their choice in a vaccine.
Apparently that’s supposed to happen soon. We make choices all the time, none come without
risk. This is no different. Don’t insult parents by mandating how we care of our children. Your
question #4 below should have a fortune response option: “I support allowing families to make
choices they deem best for their families”.

8/15/2021 8:48 AM
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2197

Coming from a conservative, rural upbringing in South Dakota, for our family two bits of
common sense apply: 1. Good fences make good neighbors. With a highly contagious,
airborne, potentially deadly to some illness, that 'good fence' is a mask. Be a good neighbor.
Wear a mask. 2. Your freedom ends at my fence line. You have every bit of freedom to exhale
a deadly contagion IF you can keep it on your side of the fence. Can't keep it on your side?
Put on a mask so it stays on your side of the fence. This is a simple, common sense
approach focused on respect for others in our community rather than selfishness. Personally, I
do put trust in experts who have education, training, and years of experience in public health.
They are all saying masks and vaccines are crucial tools. My vaccinated high school son
wears a mask. He loves having in person school. He is happy to wear a mask because it limits
the spread of disease, helping to ensure school will continue, and he is serving his community,
reducing the risk to others. If a 16 year old can do this without an issue, please, for the good of
our community, see past the adults throwing temper tantrums about masks.

8/15/2021 8:47 AM

2198

Please allow mask choice. Parents should get to make the decision on what is best in regards
to masking their own elementary aged children. Children are at low risk for hospitalization and
death from Covid. Teachers and adults around kids have now had the opportunity to get
vaccinated. Masks have a negative impact on learning and the social/emotional well-being of
children.

8/15/2021 8:47 AM

2199

All 3 of my kids are on IEP for dyslexia or speech delays. Masks are detrimental to them to be
able to visually see mouth formation of sounds etc. Moreover, my daughter with speech delays
is exponentially harder to understand with a mask covering her face. ALL kids (even those
without speech/processing disabilities) need to read nuances on faces and see expression.
Masks are a further detriment to learning and I think at this point we all know the clothe masks
like those we buy at target and old navy are doing nothing to mitigate the microscopic droplets
from Covid. If parents feel like they want their kids to wear one, that should be their choice. If
parent's do not want their kids subjected to covering their faces with a piece of cloth that does
absolutely nothing, then we should have that choice. Thank you

8/15/2021 8:44 AM

2200

Masks should not be mandatory

8/15/2021 8:44 AM

2201

I do not support mandatory masking as I feel it should be each individual’s choice.

8/15/2021 8:43 AM

2202

Masking should be required for all indoor activities. I am particularly concerned about Douglas
County schools, where many students are either in-eligible or have just chosen to not be
vaccinated. Without the added protection provided by a mask, even vaccinated students can
spread COVID-19 both at school and at home, where they interact with non-vaccinate-able
siblings and other immunocompromised individuals. None of that even takes into account, the
risk of break through cases as no vaccine is a guarantee against infection. I understand some
people argue that masks are "too difficult" or that their autonomy means that they can choose
not to wear one. My position is that these beliefs to not supersede others' right to be educated
in a safe environment. Aside from the health benefits of masking, I also believe that this
activity can be used to teach our students to consider how their decisions impact others,
which is a valuable lesson.

8/15/2021 8:41 AM

2203

The decision to wear or not wear a mask should be left to the parents.

8/15/2021 8:40 AM

2204

If it didn't work the first time and the negative effects outweigh the positive ones, why are we
doing it again?? Do not give in to media sensationalism! Do we do this for the flu?

8/15/2021 8:36 AM

2205

I have a child with learning disabilities. ADHD and Dyslexia. The mask interferes significantly
with his ability to concentrate and learn. Pre masks he had difficulty concentrating. If you do
make the decision that masks for any ages are necessary please seriously consider not
requiring them while students are seated in a classroom. That setting does not seem all that
different than a restaurant situation.

8/15/2021 8:35 AM

2206

Our children have already disproportionately born the brunt of the impacts of Covid 19 and
disruption to their day to day lives. Many adults in Douglas County have been able to continue
to work each day without wearing masks. The school year last year was incredibly difficult and
pushed many of our youth to their "breaking point". I applaud the decision to return to school
this year, 5 days a week in person, and as normal as possible. Our young people are not at
significant physical health risk from Covid. The mental health and other unseen "non-physical"
impacts from Covid, currently and long-term in their lives, are of much higher concern to me.
Please do not "force" masks upon our children in schools. It is a matter of choice - those who
want masks can choose to wear them, and those who don't want masks should be free to
exercise that choice and not wear a mask. Thanks for your time and consideration.

8/15/2021 8:35 AM
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2207

I feel that we should stick to the current policies in place. If a child/child’s parents want to wear
a mask then no problem. However If a child / child’s partners don’t feel a mask is necessary
that should be no problem as well.

8/15/2021 8:35 AM

2208

With how contagious the Delta variant is and how much more severely kids are being impacted
by it I implore you to mandate masks. I worry for my kids every day and I know there are
already cases of covid in the school. It’s going to compromise the entire school year because
more kids WILL get sick and have to miss a lot of school. Please be proactive rather than
reactive. Let’s make every effort possible to mitigate the risk of transmission. It’s such a
simple and easy step to take. My kids have worn masks every day at school and they are fine
with it! I send multiples so they can swap them during the day. Please please mandate them!

8/15/2021 8:33 AM

2209

The fact that the three options below show two choices for universal masking while the last
option is a universal opposal of masks show the implicit bias in the survey. While we can be
empathetic that it's a no-win situation for you as there will be opposition to whatever you rule,
the negative impact of masks in our young children far outweigh - and will most assuredly
outlast - any alleged benefits of them. The mandate of masks would simply be a cave to a
"what if", fear-based logic designed to cover your supposed liability to the general public. Our
kids have already lost too much for a virus that is scientifically shown to impact them on a
miniscule level and the collective damage to their growing psyche that will shape our country's
future for years to come is piling up with each decision handed down. The "mental health
crisis" is already here, and we can only hope that there is this much reaction and care from the
community over the next decade stemming from the damage of the last two years. Each day
we get our children ready for school, pack their lunches with food designed to help them thrive,
and prepare them for a day of learning, fun, friendships and growth at their school, hoping that
when we pick them up we hear about their day and see their smiles...smiles that we haven't
seen for 18 months. Facial expressions are a keystone to human emotion and connection,
most notably for young children who are learning to socialize, learn and make friends. A smile,
frown, or any of hundreds of other expressions kids both give and read from teachers, friends
and adults are how they - and we learn how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering
those up is a clear signal of fear and we're losing so much more than just seeing their
expressions. We're losing seeing those smiles not just now - but for years to come. So whose
legacy would a mask mandate protect? It's certainly not our kids.

8/15/2021 8:31 AM

2210

Please allow parents the choice regarding whether their children wear masks to school.
Everybody has a different opinion regarding this issue and it is causing great division among
us. Freedom is the only solution to this situation. Those parents who feel more comfortable
sending their children to school in masks should be free to do so while parents who do not
want their children wearing masks at school should have the right to send them without masks.

8/15/2021 8:29 AM

2211

I am in favor of mandatory mask wearing. This is not a political issue, it’s about protecting our
children.

8/15/2021 8:28 AM

2212

PleSe keep it up to parents! My boys have done sports and day care all summer no masks
and not one case

8/15/2021 8:27 AM

2213

First, I applaud the Commission for opening this topic up for public commentary. Please use
actual data in your analysis. Imposing mask mandates on children (and adults for that matter)
provides no benefit whatsoever and only has negative ramifications. Some of these include the
increased risk of bacterial pneumonia, psychological harm, unnecessary fear, etc. When a
proper, data-driven risk analysis is conducted, the results clearly indicate an infinitesimal risk
of anyone under the age of 40 contracting a serious case of the virus (requiring hospitalization
or resulting in death), or spreading the virus to others; the trial involved with forced making of
children are clearly much much greater. CDC's own data supports this, yet for some unknown
reason they continue to publish "guidelines" that are contrary to the evidence shown in their
own published data. The recent (and past) panic over the virus has been solely based upon
"cases," which are derived largely from results of the PCR test which has been proven to
return up to 94% false positives, due to the facts that 1) that method was never designed to
diagnose anything, and 2) the high number of cycles used in the analysis results in harmless
RNA fragments being detected and incorrectly interpreted as the presence of covid.
Additionally, these policies undermine the Constitution. If a body such as the TCH can
compare mask mandates, the next step (based upon trends in other parts of the country and
the world) would be forced vaccination. These actions are being imposed-FOR A VIRUS THAT
HAS A 99.6% RECOVERY RATE! This has become a hot topic lately based upon the "Delta
Variant." The fact is the presence of any variant cannot be proven since EVEN THE
ORIGINAL VIRUS HAS NEVER BEEN ISOLATED. Furthermore, any variants of a virus are

8/15/2021 8:27 AM

1119 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
always less lethal than the original, but more contagious. We have seen this every fly season
when new "strains" emerge. To conclude, forced masking of children not only provides NO
measurable health benefit, it is demonstrably HARMFUL.
2214

Absolutely do not make our children wear masks.

8/15/2021 8:27 AM

2215

To Whom it May Concern: I am writing to implore the DCSD to consider following the CDC’s
mask guidelines, including having children wear masks in school. This is not only a sciencedriven approach to protecting our children, but also follows the precedent set by neighboring
school districts. DCSD should strive to be a leader in protecting our children’s health, as
keeping teachers and students safe should be the administration’s number one priority,
especially during the transition until vaccines are approved and available for use by our
youngest and most vulnerable. It would be short-sighted to continue on the current path of a
mask-free environment with childrens’ increased health risks related to the Delta and Lambda
variant. The risk of an uptick in cases is inevitable with schools back in session and the
prudent approach is mask-wearing until the science says otherwise. DCSD’s continued
perceived defiance in following the recommended guidance by the CDC, and pandering to a
vocal minority of anti-mask proponents, not only puts our children at risk, but also introduces a
dynamic of willful gross negligence regarding students health on the part of the School Board
and it’s members. Please consider reinstating the mask mandate until state and national
health and educational organizations state it is safe to discontinue. Sincerely, A concerned
parent

8/15/2021 8:26 AM

2216

I absolutely DO NOT support mandating masks for our students of any age.

8/15/2021 8:26 AM

2217

Per the data from the CDC website, Covid presents very minimal risk to children. By masking
children, we are also blocking exposure to everyday viruses that they need to be exposed to to
develop a healthy immune system. If kids are not exposed to those viruses and germs in their
youth, their immune systems will be catching up for the rest of their lives. Besides this, there
are many studies showing the psychological impact this is having on kids, we are teaching
them that mom and dad are forcing them to go to an unsafe place…why would parents ever do
that to their child?

8/15/2021 8:24 AM

2218

This vote selection provided encourages divisiveness by excluding a vote for CHOICE! One
size does NOT fit all. Are you providing extra staff for enforcement of masks, or is this another
burden on teachers to take away from actually educating children?

8/15/2021 8:21 AM

2219

Please no masks

8/15/2021 8:20 AM

2220

Please don’t make masks madetory. Please leave it up to families to make the choice.

8/15/2021 8:19 AM

2221

Please do not mask the elementary school children. There are no findings to support that
masking works and kids are contracting and spreading Covid -19. Kids have already started
school maskless and if it is Implemented, my friends and I will pull our children from public
school. Please don’t do this to the children. It hinders educational and social group in these
little kids. Thank you.

8/15/2021 8:19 AM

2222

I guess I can't understand how Tri-County health wouldn't mandate given past history with the
spread of COVID and what we are currently seeing in schools that have already returned.
Masking has the ability to save lives! I can choose to mask my child. Yet, if others that have it
don't, it's still spreading. We need to not only protect those at risk, but our children too. I get
that some may have a medical reason not to wear one, they can submit a form just like they
do for other immunizations and remain unmasked. Then the majority are still protected. It does
not work the other way around. This is not a political debate. This is a safety issue. We require
our school lunch programs to follow health and safety rules. We provide health records and get
physicals for our children annually to attend school. Sports programs require more right now to
keep young athletes safe than Tri-County is asking of our schools. Everyday our children are
required to wear clothing and shoes. Yes, some schools are circumventing in order to protect
the children and are requiring on their own. What happens to children who don't attend school in
those areas? They are left trying to find other schools after the year has begun. What happens
to children that are to young to vaccinate? They are left vulnerable and unprotected because
someone doesn't want to be inconvenienced. As someone with an 11 year old and someone
high risk at home, you could protect my family and so many others as we don't yet have the
ability to vaccinate our child. Who is going to be held responsible for the spread if Tri-County
does not? Please, just mandate it. The arguments for not mandating simply don't add up!
Make the call and move forward so we can stop this before it drags on for another year and our

8/15/2021 8:18 AM
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children suffer because no one would make the call. Isn't this exactly what Tri-County health is
for? Health and safety in our community!
2223

Do NOT mandate universal masks, there is NO reason!! Children are not dying from Covid.
What they are doing is taking it home to their UNVACCINATED parents. That is not our
children’s faults if grownups are deciding to not get vaccinated. Masking is no longer
necessary since vaccines are available. If someone over age 12 chooses to not vaccinate,
THEY should be in a mask. I find it very ironic that the women who headed up the fight against
Cherry Creek Schools has sent her child to MY school, EVERY DAY of this entire pandemic,
and not ONCE did he wear a mask. This isn’t science people, this is control. Feel free to
contact me about Fiona Gau and her maskless child.

8/15/2021 8:18 AM

2224

Convenient that the third question is poorly written and forces people in an all or nothing
situation. I don’t believe that there is a single solution and I certainly don’t believe or support
universal anything. Vaccines are available for 12+. If parents choose not to vaccinate their
children and want them to wear a mask, that is their choice. I also deserve the right to make a
choice for my student. Please stop forcing masks on all.

8/15/2021 8:16 AM

2225

Please do not put forth a mask mandate inside our children's schools. Please please please
keep it to where the parents can decide what is best for their kids! If parents want to choose
wearing a mask, I support this and will not discriminate but they shouldn't be allowed to make
the decision for my child! I will respect what they think is best for their family, and in turn I
should be given the same respect as to what is best for mine!! I understand and fully & show
empathy to those with the fear of this virus but, I do not believe masking, more like muzzling,
our children is the answer. Please consider the OTHER health risks associated with masks,
ESPECIALLY mental health. My children are young and the risk of catching this virus is still
very low and the children are showing very little signs/symptoms. Also young children need to
see faces, i.e., reactions, smiles, & FULL faces of comfort. Vaccines are out and that should
be enough to off set this virus. Viruses are with us all the time and will continue to be. We
cannot continue to react to viruses in this way. Please, please, please DO NOT mask my
children--let that ultimately be my decision! I am their mother and I know what is best for my
children and family. I am smart and will keep my children home from school should they
become ill and follow ALL guidelines before they return. I think that is one major take away
from the pandemic, we've had a more understanding and compassion when family members
become sick and to show respect for others and stay home, also allowing more sick time to
care for that family member and/or ourselves! Please, please, please I BEG
you...NO.MASK.MANDATE!!!!!!

8/15/2021 8:15 AM

2226

People can put the masks on if they want/feel they need to, but don’t force the rest of us that
aren’t interested.

8/15/2021 8:15 AM

2227

Last year, despite universal masking, my children continually had to quarantine due to COVID19 positive tests in their classrooms. As such, I think the universal masking really
accomplished nothing outside of making the educational experience that much more difficult
for the children.

8/15/2021 8:14 AM

2228

I am sad we are having to consider this yet again. This is a parental right you are considering
to strip away again. Every data set I have seen has indicated the younger kids are at very little
risk from Covid. Our kids need to be able to build their immune systems in order to be
protected from the more mainstream illnesses. I feel that the masking of children is borderline
child abuse, and unreasonable. If the board wants to change its guidance they need to provide
parents a waiver for mask mandates. Parents who are frightened have options for there
children in e learning and to simply wear a mask. We who have determined masking is not the
answer need choice as well. No more masks!!!

8/15/2021 8:11 AM

2229

Masks do not help. They cause health problems. They cause mental problems and everyone
knows it. The only reason anyone puts a mask on their face is due to fear. It’s a security
blanket but it doesn’t help at all. Anyone who is supporting a mask mandate for anyone at any
age should be ashamed of themselves. And parents will NOT stand for it.

8/15/2021 8:09 AM

2230

My children get anxious when wearing a mask and have difficulty breathing, hearing, and
talking at school. In addition, the masks make it impossible for children to read facial
expression and emotion as well as causing developmental delays when learning phonograms,
orthography, etc. Parents should be allowed the freedom to make the best choice for their kids
when it comes to mask wearing. Counties should never try to replace a parents intuition or
choices for their child.

8/15/2021 8:06 AM
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2231

No mask mandate. Vaccines have been available for adults and there is virtually no risk for
severe disease or death for children under 18. If parents want to mask their children they have
that choice.

8/15/2021 8:05 AM

2232

Parents should not be making medical decision for the community, health professionals
should.

8/15/2021 8:03 AM

2233

I am not completely opposed to having our children wear masks IF THERE IS SCIENTIFIC
DATA TO SUPPORT IT. For example, what is the prevalence of infection comparing two
counties with the same infection rate - one school district with masks and one without? No one
can provide that. In Texas last year, no kids wore masks at school, and they were seemingly
about the same as us with masks and quarantines. I’m just not convinced the data supports it.
I understand that masks prevent droplets, but it does not prevent the COVID size particles
from coming through. I think our children really need a sense of normalcy at this point, and we
cannot go through our lives masking for every virus. Yes, people die from COVID. But, people
also die from many other things at the same rate at this point. I would vote no unless there is
solid scientific evidence that it matters, which I cannot find. Also, if you are truly concerned,
then do remote schooling and keep your kids home.

8/15/2021 8:02 AM

2234

Masking of teachers and students harms learning. To learn, there needs to be communication.
Verbal communication requires not only speech but tone and expression. The latter two are
removed. There are multiple peer-reviewed studies that show masking has little effect on virus
transmission. There are multiple peer-reviewed studies that show masking harms children
psychologically. If parents are freaked out about their child's health without masking, they can
choose virtual learning. Why harm learning for all students to appease a few.

8/15/2021 8:00 AM

2235

Complusary mask to children under 12. The children are at high risk .

8/15/2021 7:59 AM

2236

We all want to keep kids and school staff safe and we also want to keep schools open! … As
parents of high schoolers, we support mandating masks at all levels AND high school, until we
have things more under control. Small thing to do to avoid disruption in education. Yes, teens
will still party but at the school they need to be directed b/c voluntarily they will not mask up
for fear of being awkward, etc… Also support quantifying how many students and staff have
been vaccinated, yielding where your efforts need to ramp up efforts. Main thing is to keep
schools open with no disruptions. Thank you for all you do!

8/15/2021 7:58 AM

2237

Vaccine is available so masking needs to be a choice, and not a mandate. I do not support
universal masking to any age group where the vaccine is available. I think your questions
below are misleading. I will support my high schooler and any student who is vaccinated to
NOT comply with a mask mandate. I'm writing to ask that you honor parents medical
autonomy and that of their children and continue to allow DCSD to leave those decisions to the
parents.

8/15/2021 7:56 AM

2238

Our children need to be able to learn in a normal environment and be able to make friends and
make connections in a normal setting by seeing faces. Kids use a lot of expression with their
faces and something very serious can be missed if masked. It should be the families choice
and what they feel is best for their family.

8/15/2021 7:56 AM

2239

Fact, children are at bigger risk from the flu. We will NOT ABUSE our children by making them
wear masks inside or out. Parents should be making this decision Not School Board Members
and Especially Not Teachers Unions. Focus on Education, not political agendas. Parents are
getting Sick of this Crap. Do your God Damn Jobs. That is History, Math, English....

8/15/2021 7:56 AM

2240

349 deaths from covid NATIONWIDE 0-17. And you want to put masks on them? Shame.

8/15/2021 7:56 AM

2241

Masking should be an individual choice. People in favor should wear them while those that
aren’t shouldn’t be forced. Have we seen a significant uptick in cases since kids have a been
back in school either since last week or throughout the summer while not wearing a mask?
Data should be driving any and all decisions, yet we don’t see it supporting universal school
masking in Douglas county thanks fo high vaccination rates and relatively stable cases (with
plenty of hospital capacity).

8/15/2021 7:56 AM

2242

Masking should be a choice. Parents have the right to choose for their own children. The
science shows that very few children contract or spread this virus and fewer children have died
from this virus. The mental health danger of masking children is not fully known but signs of
change in behaviors are visible in many. I am concerned for the bacterial infections caused by
inhaling your own breath in mask wearing. Please keep freedom of choice in Douglas county.

8/15/2021 7:56 AM
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Do not mandate masking. I can’t answer #4 because I don’t support masking mandate. I
support freedom of choice
2243

Given the current rate of transmission, including breakthrough cases, masks should be worn
indoors until either 1) the vaccination rate, particularly within the 12-18 age range, reaches 70%
OR 2) the number of cases drops dramatically (down to where we were in late June). Not
enough eligible kids have received the vaccine to sufficiently mitigate the risk.

8/15/2021 7:55 AM

2244

I want to commend you for your hard work, concern, and efforts over the last year. I recognize
your efforts to keep children safe, and I know that most leaders are trying to do what they think
is best. I want to challenge you to seek truth amongst adversity, and do what is best for the
children of Colorado. As a resident and mother of 3 young children, I implore you to remove the
mask mandate in schools for our children and their teachers. It is an overreach of power, an
assault on our human rights, and a grave danger to our kids. More importantly, it has been
proven ineffective as we review a year’s worth of data between states and cities that have had
mask mandates, lockdowns, etc. versus those that have not. COVID-19 will continue to follow
a seasonal curve as it works through various populations, regardless of lockdowns, masking,
and business closures. Continuing measures based on feelings and not facts is simply wrong.
Children have spent almost an entire year with coverings over their faces. They are
participating in athletics with masks strapped over their noses and mouths. Children who have
been abused, assaulted, and have mental health issues are spending 8 hours a day in masks.
They are unable to see each other’s faces. They are unable to see the faces of their teachers.
They are breathing in dangerous amounts of carbon dioxide. There are reports of collapse,
lightheadedness, fatigue, and anxiety. We are on the wrong side of history, requiring children to
live in masks while claiming they are resilient. It is inhumane. It's not just the mask, temp
check, health screen, and desk shield. It’s curbside drop off and 8 hours in the same
classroom. It’s a hand washing schedule and the incessant cleaning of surfaces. It's a painful
swab and another quarantine. It’s virtual learning, cancelled sports, and a parent free campus.
It's masked teachers, distanced desks, and a year without performances. It's a face covering
for a hearing impaired, autistic, sexually abused, asthmatic, claustrophobic, or anxious child.
It's a filthy cloth mask increasing the incidence of illness and infection in our children. It’s the
long term psychosocial effects of not seeing the faces and emotions of other humans for an
entire year and counting. While we do not have all the final data and consequences today, we
will read about them in history books. Cases of abuses and neglect are soaring. Childhood
anxiety, depression, and panic attacks are being normalized. We’re witnessing record setting
childhood suicides- children as young as 9 years old. Self harm and eating disorders are on the
rise. Childhood obesity and diabetes are growing exponentially. Child pornography and the
online exploitation of children has spiked. The microbiomes of children are being destroyed,
their immune systems weakened. We’ve broken their trust in ‘science’ and the understanding
of what the word even means. We are witnessing the collapse of the mental health of a
generation of children. In-person school is the bare minimum. We have so far to go. The socalled cure is exponentially worse than the disease. It is discriminatory and cruel and we are
standing by, watching it happen. By accepting this as our new normal, we set a precedent for
our future. I’m not suggesting we throw all caution to the wind. I am highlighting that as we
stack measure after measure without a second thought, it's wearing on our kids. It is time to
reevaluate. Children are being sacrificed to appease an irrational, fearful society that refuses to
see the truth. The virus is real, but the narrative is not. The curve is unbothered by the abuse
being done. More importantly, kids aren’t driving the pandemic. History books will tell of this
crime against humanity- of when we sacrificed a generation of children in the name of ‘loving
others’ all the while ignoring the beloved science. Where are the coalitions and city task forces
committed to repairing the physical and mental health of our children? Where are the research
studies on the death toll caused by our interventions? The consequences of our complacency
will last for years, far outlasting any virus. COVID-19 is substantially less dangerous to
children than the flu. They rarely transmit the virus to adults and most often present mild or
asymptomatically. The literature is overflowing with proof that our obsessive, anxiety riddled
interventions do not create different outcomes, transmission rates, or mortalities. Anytime I
address temperature checks and masks and parent free campuses with our local schools, they
tell me they have to follow these rules due to regulations set forth by the CDC. This must
change. We need to follow evidence based medicine. There is no evidence that masks are
protecting children or teachers. Surface spread is not documented. Temperature checks do not
decrease transmission or discover more than a tiny fraction of cases. These interventions are
harmful. Our children need normalcy. They need to see their teacher’s faces. They need to sit
with their desks facing each other. They need to sing. What has happened to evidence based
medicine? Please unmask our children. Please stand up for them. Please fight for them. What

8/15/2021 7:54 AM
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we are asking them to endure is wrong, and we are responsible if we allow it to continue.
Thank you for your time, Nicole Hindman
2245

Masks are a breeding ground for bacteria and do not prevent the virus. The mental health of
our children is a greater risk than catching the virus.

8/15/2021 7:54 AM

2246

Thank you for taking public comment. I am on the fence about supporting universal making in
all indoor settings rather than just indoor school settings for 11 years and younger. I chose all
indoor settings because, while I understand that Douglas county has a pretty good vaccination
rate, we need to protect our elementary-aged children as best we can. I kept my child at home
last year and I’m sending her back to the classroom this year. The big push to get kids back in
the classroom is great but it’s all of our responsibility to do all we can to protect them while
they’re there. Masks should be required for all unvaccinated people working in schools,
especially elementary schools. I am completely fine with vaccinated individuals being
maskless (yes, vaccination cards should have to be presented as proof and verified on the
state’s system). Let’s follow the science and recommendations of the CDC and AAP.

8/15/2021 7:51 AM

2247

Stop living in fear!!

8/15/2021 7:51 AM

2248

This should never have been a political argument. It should be base on facts and data, and
those are abundantly clear in support of masking.

8/15/2021 7:51 AM

2249

No Mask Mandate. Keep it optional!

8/15/2021 7:50 AM

2250

There has been no evidence of spread in schools and no reported outbreaks occurring in
schools. Masks are isolating and a distraction for kids who need their full attention in school.
Nearly all kids do not follow appropriate cloth masks protocols, touching masks throughout the
day, setting masks on unclean surfaces which basically negate the benefits of a mask. Please
protect the mental health of our kids by not requiring masks in schools.

8/15/2021 7:49 AM

2251

I am not in favor of masks for anyone. Based on a study showing the amount of harmful
bacteria cultured in children's mask which can pose a real threat to health. Not to mention
most young children don't practice good hygiene with their masks and often drop them, chew
on them, etc.

8/15/2021 7:47 AM

2252

Science non-believers can risk their lives and the lives of their children after an effective
vaccine is available for all children. But at this point a “strong recommendation” has proven
worthless and my children are unnecessarily at risk. A mask mandate is necessary and must
be enforced. With the vaccinated able to get and spread COVID, and the good possibility of
being a asymptomatic, the current health policy is wishful thinking. We will look like Florida a
month from now. Make the tough decision before it’s too late.

8/15/2021 7:47 AM

2253

Please please please follow the science. Masks are completely unnecessary and quite
useless. Allow our children to fully express themselves.

8/15/2021 7:47 AM

2254

Tri County should follow the guidelines from the CDC. If masking can prevent outbreaks,
students bringing Covid home to vulnerable family members, and an increase in missed school
days, it’s a no brainer. It is unfortunate for children to wear a mask and be singled out by kids
that refuse to wear one because their parents make this a political issue. Are you waiting for
the children’s icu to be full to enforce this?! I am a Registered Nurse that worked with Covid
patients, the fact that this is a debate is mind blowing. If masks save even one life, it’s worth it
to me.

8/15/2021 7:46 AM

2255

Masking is dehumanizing and proven to be irrelevant to block the virus.

8/15/2021 7:45 AM

2256

Needs to be a choice.

8/15/2021 7:45 AM

2257

Masks are a breeding ground for disease, physically and psychologically unhealthy for
children, and there's NO evidence they work! Even the box I purchased them in says: Does
not prevent disease or virus.

8/15/2021 7:45 AM

2258

1. Children are at higher risk from the flu. 2. Have you seen a child's mask at the end of school
day? 3. Despite what the FDA says, several effective treatments are available. The mortality
rate for children is extremely low. 4. If you mandate masks I will pull all three of my kids from
public school. I will home school for the year and place them in private school next year, I will
never allow them back into the public school system. 5. My wife and I are both in the medical
field. We are very informed and have zero concerns with our children attending school or any
other situation unmasked. Do not mandate masking! DO NOT MANDATE MASKING!

8/15/2021 7:44 AM
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2259

477: The number of children ages 0-17 who’s deaths were attributed to Influenza during the
roughly five month 2018-2019 flu season. 354: The number of children ages 0-17 who have
passed away with “confirmed or presumed COVID-19” in 2020/2021 during the approximately
20 months COVID-19 has been plaguing our country. 71 of those 354 children who passed
“include pneumonia deaths that also involve COVID-19.” There are approximately 73 million
children age 0-17 who live in the United States. Simple math shows COVID-19 is responsible
for less than .000049% of children’s deaths. This virus has killed less children in 20 months
than influenza killed during one five month flu season with “moderate severity”. And this was
WITH an available flu vaccination. Our community survived the 2018-2019 flu season without a
second though. Why are we taking drastic measures and taking away freedoms based on a
current COVID-19 situation that has had a much lesser impact? I am not asking for all families
to agree with our opinions on masking. Just like I’m not asking for other families to agree with
our opinions on religion, premarital sex, same sex marriages, vaccinations, etc. I am however
asking for the freedom to be able to make our own decisions based on what we believe is best
for our family and our children. To families who want to send their children to school without
masks because that feels right, I support you. To families who choose to have their children
wear masks in school because that feels safe, I support you. To families who choose to have
their children learn from home because that reduces possible exposure, I support you. We
have and always will honor, respect and show kindness to others around us at all times and
teach our children to do the same. This situation is no different from any other. What I do not
support is others being able to mandate my family, especially based on bonus rational. The
U.S. was founded based on the principle of freedom. The basic definition of freedom is that it
provides people the the power or right to act, speak, or think as they want without hindrance or
restraint. I what to use common sense and critical thinking to make decisions that are in the
best interest of my family without hinderance. I want to have the ability to decided if my
children wear masks at school without restraint. I choose freedom. And I am asking that you
choose freedom too. Please do NOT mandate masks for children who attend in-person school
in the Douglas County School District.

8/15/2021 7:44 AM

2260

While I support doing away with mass quarantines in schools I do not support pre-COVID
business as usual in all aspects. COVID is still very much an issue. Social distancing should
still be in place when possible, school assemblies should not be happening, and I fully support
mask mandates for anyone unvaccinated in middle and high school and all in elementary. We
need to protect our kids!

8/15/2021 7:44 AM

2261

Please leave masking in schools as a choice for each family. The extremely low numbers of
severe Covid cases in children under 18 do not warrant full masking of kids in any setting.

8/15/2021 7:41 AM

2262

I am begging you…please mandate masks for all students and staff at all ages. I am fully
vaccinated. I am also an immunocompromised, high risk teacher with high-risk family
members in my home. I also know many high-risk students…who also have high-risk family
members (parents, etc) at home. We are TERRIFIED. Truly. I am s terrified to come to my
workplace. I deserve safety at my workplace! I am also terrified for my students. I am terrified
that one or more of them might get Covid and die…or get long Covid. I love my students
dearly…and I am not sure how I will be able to live with the possibly preventable death of
anyone I love. Science and data has clearly shown this is not a cold…it can be life and death.
We should use all the measures we have to try and prevent all negative outcomes. Isn’t that
what we always have tried our best to do as a society? All people matter! School communities
are very diverse, with members who have unique needs. We all deserve protection. We are all
interconnected. We are a community. Our very own school district is based in this! Schools
promote and teach caring for one another. It is the sole reason I teach. I teach to help our
students take care of one another. I teach to help our youth know that they love others…so
they can help our planet continue. Traditionally, and legally, communities take care of one
another. They institute data-based safety measures and create rules/laws for the safety of all
of their members (OSHA, ADA, safety codes, seatbelts, etc…). Communities have been doing
this for years. Given that, it would make sense to follow the science and data-based
recommendations of the CDC, AAP, and other well-known organizations, as we have been
doing for years on other topics. We have laws for a reason…and mask mandates can be
viewed in the sane logical way. Please…I am begging with all my heart…please help keep us
all safe. All members of the community deserve protection. We are terrified. School should be
a safe place for all people, as it always has. Please allow our terrified children (and teachers:)
to feel safe at school! Thank you.

8/15/2021 7:41 AM

2263

I believe that children who aren’t vaccinated should wear masks. With proof of vaccination
masking should be a choice. The other options below would apply to middle school or
elementary only.

8/15/2021 7:41 AM
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2264

No to vaccine. So much misinformation from CDC and Tri County. Concerns me that it is now
a power control peoples’ lives rather than the concern about their safety.

8/15/2021 7:35 AM

2265

Mask use is not beneficial for kids. Young children need to see facial expression and speech
formation. They are also very unsanitary, particularly in younger children as they touch them all
the time, share then, drop the and so on.

8/15/2021 7:34 AM

2266

I find it concerning we trust the district to provide a safe learning environment for children and
masks are not required. We know kids learn better in a structured social environment. Wearing
masks is a simple request for the greater good and should be in place for a least the entire
2021 school year. Individual preference is important for those who may not want to wear
masks, but this is a time the larger need of safety should win out. We routinely hear from the
district decisions will be made in the best interest of the kids and staff. I am disappointed in
the lack of follow through in that statement related to masks this year. I hope the statements
we hear and actions will be congruent in this space going forward.

8/15/2021 7:31 AM

2267

I believe masks for children (children are not in the high-risk category for Covid) should be left
up to the individual parents/families choice. They are aware of the children’s health and the
health of their family. They should be given the freedom of choice. As a former teacher, the
nightmare of trying to keep masks on children is time consuming for the teacher, time
consuming for the child, not to mention the germs that will be on the mask when it is not on
the child’s face. As a teacher part of my teaching was the visual of a smile of encouragement
or quiet mouthing of assurance to the student. A teacher is unable to do this with a mask over
their mouth. Also, as a former teacher, I could read a child’s face and what their needs might
be by their facial features. With a mask on, that is not possible. Thus, this interferes with the
teachers and the students Communication, education, not to mention their social interaction
with the teacher and with their own classmates. It is against the law to mandate a persons
personal choice for the health and well-being of their child and themselves according to OSHA
and the Nuremberg legalities, not to mention the constitution of the United States of America.
Thank you for allowing me to write my comments to the board of health for their consideration.
I am extremely concerned about the mental, social, and educational health of our children and
their future. Masks will only undermine and cause these difficulties. I pray each day for the
strength, the knowledge, the wisdom, and the power to overcome these abnormal mandates in
our children’s and everyone’s lives. Again thank you.

8/15/2021 7:29 AM

2268

For the sake of our children’s mental health do not require masks in school. If they were
effective the pandemic would have ended long ago.

8/15/2021 7:28 AM

2269

It is absolutely unnecessary to mask children in schools again, and is extremely detrimental to
their mental and social growth, as the masks do very little to prevent any spread. And if the
parents of the children in the tri county area decide that their children should wear a mask, the
parents should make that decision!

8/15/2021 7:25 AM

2270

Do not fall victim to the hype. Children under 12 are statistically more at risk from seasonal flu.
This is not a politically charged hyperbole, it is what it is. You can choose to ignore this or not.
We don’t have to have a debate over whether or not masks work, there is plenty of science for
and against, including the most recent study conducted by The university of Minnesota which I
am sure you have reviewed. The damage being done to the children psychologically and
possibly physically would be large. I will pull my child out of a district or school that requires
masking without hesitation.

8/15/2021 7:23 AM

2271

Masks should be required of all students and staff at schools. We do not want to transmit this
disease to family members at home who are at high risk and we need to stop the spread so
that schools can remain open

8/15/2021 7:21 AM

2272

The CDC and State of Colorado has ignored too many scientific data. Government has never
been this involved in health care control. STOP IT! STOP IT NOW!

8/15/2021 7:21 AM

2273

No mask mandates per the Constitution of the United States.

8/15/2021 7:21 AM

2274

Please consider not mandating masks in schools. The damage to our kids mental health
needs to be considered.

8/15/2021 7:20 AM

2275

Masking should be required in elementary school until these kids can get vaccinated.

8/15/2021 7:16 AM

2276

Do to current circumstances with the Delta Variant, we preach we want to protect our younger
generations that are not eligible for the vaccine yet we are allowing them to go back to school

8/15/2021 7:15 AM
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with out requiring mask wearing, surrounded by so many others putting them at higher risk for
contracting the virus. Why are we not scarifying something so small by mandating mask
wearing for another year or until all age groups can get vaccinated in order to protect them.
This would allow them to remain in the schools, limit potential outbreaks and protect our
children. Wearing masks has shown to limit outbreaks and keep people safe. I believe it is so
important to keep our kids in the schools but if we don't start making decisions to limit
outbreaks now then we face issues later as "sick" season approaches, we risk 14day
quarantines and we risk having them home schooling again. Why are we risking this. Why
wasn't this considered sooner?
2277

With the delta variant clearly affecting kids, it is important we keep our children safe. Masks
do not help everything, but like we saw last year, it helped keep schools open and kept our
kids safer. Please mandate masks in school. The quicker we mitigate the quicker we can get
out of this mess. I would like our kids to know a world without Covid.

8/15/2021 7:14 AM

2278

Masking in schools should be optional. I believe our children will learn better in a normal
environment. If the mask mandate goes into effect it will be frustrating because the school has
the option to mandate it from the beginning of the school year and they did not. The back and
forth is confusing and frustrating for the kids and parents consistency is what we all need.

8/15/2021 7:10 AM

2279

I do not support mandatory masking.

8/15/2021 7:07 AM

2280

The scientific numbers of the affects of covid in children is less than the flu. Masking is not
scientifically supported to protect them. In fact it is detrimental to their development. Do not
mandate masks. Allow parents to choose for their own children.

8/15/2021 7:06 AM

2281

When will this nonsense end?! The children don’t need to wear masks and parents that feel
they do are welcome to do remote learning. These children also already have the option to
wear masks. Don’t push the mandatory masks on everyone. I think even wearing them in the
bus is ridiculous. These children all play together outside of schools WITHOUT masks and
they have since COVID began so please explain to me how COVID only spreads during school
hours.

8/15/2021 7:06 AM

2282

Parents need to have the power to decide for their children whether to mask or not. For those
that feel the need to mask, they should be allowed to do so. For those that want their children
to not have to wear a mask, they should be allowed to decide that for their children. In addition,
I would ask where is the science showing that a pice of cloth or paper affects any positive
outcome in stopping Covid? The Covid particles are so much smaller than the natural holes in
the cloth/paper masks, it is NOT stoppid Covid in any way, form or fashion. It is forcing
children to breathe in carbon dioxide, and we know THAT is not healthy.

8/15/2021 7:04 AM

2283

There is absolutely no need to mask the younger children who Are not at risk.

8/15/2021 7:01 AM

2284

I would like to see TCHD mandate mask wearing for all students, staff and school visitors
within our DCSD. These kids who are not vaccinated should be required to social distanced
within the classroom where masks are worn and not worn. Quarantines should be required to
control the spread within the classroom once a case happens. Why is the process this year
any different than last year? Without the requirement, a good majority of parents are not
requiring their children to wear a mask which is risking the entire school population. Please
enforce DCSC to mandate masks for all and follow CDC, AAP and CDPHE! I also ask you
make it a requirement within early childhood education to protect my preschooler who will start
school next week.

8/15/2021 6:59 AM

2285

Masks are proven harmful for children. Masks collect bacteria which children then have to
breath plus they restrict oxygen and do not filter viruses. Children need to see faces for social
development. I am adamantly against masking children!

8/15/2021 6:58 AM

2286

I am writing you today to really beg and request you mandate mask wearing for all students,
staff and school visitors within our DCSD. As it is right now being recommended, only about 3
other students in my sons 1st grade class are wearing masks. I haven't seen a single teacher
or staff wear one and only 1 other parent (and I enter the school daily). Wearing masks isn’t
perfect, but it is the only way we really have a hope in trying to keep numbers down in our little
kids this fall until they are old enough to be vaccinated. We were an eLearning family last year,
however with that no longer an option in the same capacity, which at this point with the variant
increasing and possibly further attacks on small kids it is exponentially becoming more
dangerous. As a very very concerned parent, without masks and social distancing when
masks cannot be worn. I am forced to pick my child up at lunch daily and he has to have a

8/15/2021 6:52 AM
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different seat for his snack. They have desks in groups of 5 all facing each other! If I ask for a
different option it really singles my child out. Please make all children under 12 on the same
playing field and require masks. Please require all staff, parents regardless of vaccination
status wear masks inside our schools. These kids who are not vaccinated should be social
distanced within the classroom where masks are worn and not worn. There is no more
quarantine or proper way to control the spread within the classroom once a case occurs. Why
is this year any different than last year?? Without the requirement, a good majority of parents
are not requiring their children to wear a mask which is risking the entire school population.
Things are worse now and we were forced to make our decision to go back to in person so
early…now things are evolving negatively again, I trust that you will enforce DCSC will follow
CDC, AAP and CDPHE and require masks in our schools! I also ask you make it a
requirement within early childhood education to protect my preschooler who will start school
next week. Thank you!
2287

Having my child wear a mask should simply be my choice as a parent. My daughter is 7 and
attends a charter school. Smaller class sizes! It's not the health departments choice on what's
best for my child I as a parent should be left to make that choice. Kids have been through
enough they can't get these years back. I don't want to unenroll my child but might be left no
choice. My older teens are vaccinated we did the right thing as that was left to me the parent
to make the choice. Please stop making choices for MY child and let me. The parent.

8/15/2021 6:49 AM

2288

COVID is less dangerous than the flu for children and we did not have our children wear masks
for the flu. There is no dats to show masks do any good.

8/15/2021 6:44 AM

2289

Let the people decide for themselves!

8/15/2021 6:44 AM

2290

No makes for kids in school. Let them learn without the distraction of something covering their
face

8/15/2021 6:44 AM

2291

As a teacher at DCHS about 3% (anecdotal) of our students are wearing masks. Again
anecdotally about 10% of staff are. While I don’t want to wear a mask I think requiring one will
be the best way to keep transmission down and everyone in school. I would also hope that you
could offer some guidelines on mask wearing health. For example, how long should one be
worn before a new one is required. Parents seem to be worried about the health of wearing one.
I want to thank you for taking the burden of this decision off the school district!!!

8/15/2021 6:42 AM

2292

The board will be grossly overstepping by mandating masks. The very fact that you are asking
for public opinion means you are not looking at science. The data does not support it either.
Please do not ask our kids to wear masks- they don’t deserve it. We don’t need to live in fear.

8/15/2021 6:36 AM

2293

In an effort to keep our children and families safe, it is our duty to establish protocols such as
wearing masks In school. With the rise of Covid-19 Delta Variant cases, added measures need
to be taken.

8/15/2021 6:27 AM

2294

I do not support mandatory masking in schools. Having seen the emotional, social, and
learning impacts of 2020 I believe our children Need a year that looks more like pre-CoVid.

8/15/2021 6:22 AM

2295

Absolutely NO masks in school!

8/15/2021 6:19 AM

2296

Allow parents the choice to mask their children. We deserve choice. We know what is best for
our families.

8/15/2021 6:13 AM

2297

Masks will protect the children that cannot be vaccinated and will protect those that choose
not to get it. I understand it is their choice but they need to be protected also.

8/15/2021 5:58 AM

2298

Kids should not be mandated to wear a mask all day. If they feel safer wearing a mask they
should. If they wish, elearning is available.

8/15/2021 4:56 AM

2299

Dear Board of Health, As residents of Douglas County and grandparents of two middle
schoolers just starting school in Colorado, I am compelled to express my deep concerns over
mandatory masking for any child enrolled in any elementary school, middle school or high
school. With 34 years in the HVAC and Energy industry, I see severe contradictions that the
TCH Board and K-12 schools are making by considering a mandatory mask policy. Concerns
and Thoughts: 1. Many health issues by wearing masks that increase CO2 levels beyond
healthy building codes and ASHRAE recommendations of 1,100 PPM in buildings. AMA and
military submarine CO2 level studies show many concerns. 2. Have alternative technologies
been adequately researched and documented before making a universal mask order? 3. A
recent AMA study determined: Most of the complaints (of masks) reported by children can be

8/15/2021 4:51 AM
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understood as consequences of elevated carbon dioxide levels in inhaled air. This is because
of the dead-space volume of the masks, which collects exhaled carbon dioxide quickly after a
short time. This carbon dioxide mixes with fresh air and elevates the carbon dioxide content of
inhaled air under the mask, and this was more pronounced in this study for younger children.
This leads in turn to impairments attributable to hypercapnia. A recent review concluded that
there was ample evidence for adverse effects of wearing such masks. We suggest that
decision-makers weigh the hard evidence produced by these experimental measurements
accordingly, which suggest that children should not be forced to wear face masks. 4.
Mandates that are based in fear -vs- factual comparative risks only cause distrust and division
in our schools and community. For example, a study by the UK Government's factual
published and peer reviewed data found that the actual risk of under 25 yr old's of dying from
Covid-19 is 0.00036 or half the rate of dying from falling down stairs. (So comparatively,
implementing masks shouldn't even be considered until all use of stairways in schools has first
been banned. ) 5. By mandating masks that could cause Hypercapnia not only could cause
severe harm to students but could also put our schools and Health Boards at risk of expensive
lawsuits due to likely causing more health issues than they are trying to prevent. 6. Has the
Health Board looked into other technologies that can clean air and surfaces Such as Synexis
Dry Hydrogen Peroxide ? This technology is a CDC emerging technology that is in use in the
White House, Pentagon, and locally in place at Adams County School District 14. This was
approved and funded by the Colorado Education Department in December of 2020. This
technology is now had significant peer reviews and applications in education and other
institutions. The CRF or ESSER I, II and III funding has been appropriated for schools for IAQ
and surface cleaning. Has this been considered in detail at DCSD prior to implementing this
very political and controversial policy such as universal mask mandates? In closing, as
grandparents, please do not implement masks thinking you are going to save grandma and
grandpa. We can and should take our own measures to protect ourselves if we feel we are at
risk. The cost to children by not smiling, playing, breathing normally, learning and finding joy in
school is much more important. The other negative and draconian impacts of masks are truly
much more costly to health and safety of our children. Very Truly Yours, Jim and Jil Knutson
2300

Wearing masks is a detriment to the children. Children use visible mouths to learn to make
letter sounds. Any young child unable to see the letter sounds being made by a teacher (who
the spend 7 hours with) is going to have speech issues. I am concerned to see how many
speech issues have arising already. We need to allow the children to develop these key
milestones without barriers. Even a face sheild inhibits visibility. Our children are suffering, and
we as parents and educators need to do everything in our power to minimize the way this
pandemic effects them.

8/15/2021 3:41 AM

2301

I work for DCSD and find it unacceptable that there is no mask mandate in place. We can see
what is coming and has already started with the delta variant spreading throughout our country.
We should be doing everything we can to protect our children, especially those who cannot not
yet receive a vaccine. For our older students there is no vaccine mandate to attend school so
there is also no way to tell who is protected and who is not. Please instate a mask mandate as
recommended by the cdc and aap.

8/15/2021 3:31 AM

2302

If you reinstate a new mask mandate I will homeschool my children or place them in private.

8/15/2021 3:27 AM

2303

You have no right to tell us what to do.

8/15/2021 1:57 AM

2304

Masks should be a choice.

8/15/2021 1:27 AM

2305

I firmly believe and there is scientific evidence to support that wearing masks does nothing to
stop the spread of a virus. The virus is so minuscule that it passes right trough masks no
matter how many you put on. This covid virus is contagious, not deadly, especially in healthy
young people/adults. The survival rate is over 99%. Masking does however have dire
psychological and physiological effects, especially on children who are school age.
Depression, anxiety, severe headaches, and panic attacks are spreading through schools like
wildfire because of masking, social distancing, and isolation.

8/15/2021 1:03 AM

2306

Although this is a complex issue, I am in full support of what another Physician eloquently
wrote the following in support of universal masking in school until the kids can be vaccinated:
"About COVID: If you are unvaccinated, Delta is a real risk to you these days. Where there
are low vaccination rates, Covid cases are high, hospitalizations are high, and death rates
have started to climb. There are now three categories of the unvaccinated: • people who are
dead-set against this vaccine or all vaccines • the “vaccine hesitant” — people who haven’t
made a final decision or move to getting vaccinated but may do so at some point • kids under
12 So let’s talk about our beloved little kids — our sun and our moon and our stars. The

8/15/2021 1:03 AM
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clinical trials for kids 5-11 are wrapping up. There are rumors that kids’ vaccines will be
discussed for EUA approval in a month or so. If they end up approved and available, this will
help a lot with back-to-school worries. But we’re not there yet. And the kids need to go to
school right when we’re facing a very real surge of a very contagious variant. So what to do in
the meantime? The most important thing is to BUILD A WALL of vaccinated people around
your kids. Everybody in your house and school needs to get vaccinated, and I mean
everybody. All day every day people tell me their Uncle Maskless has told them he “can’t get
the vaccine because he’s got…” (fill in the blank for Disease A or Allergy B or Condition C)
And all day every day I get to tell them Disease A and Allergy B and Condition C are NOT
valid reasons to avoid the shot. At this point, there are very few absolute contraindications to
the shots. Exceptions are definitely considered for people who have had an anaphylactic
reaction to one of the Covid vaccines or their ingredients or who have developed myocarditis
after the first shot, but even these aren’t total 100% no-go’s. Every other “reason” people tell
me for not getting vaccinated is an untrue rumor: • Allergic to shrimp or pollen or latex or Aunt
Petunia’s Tahitian Gardenia perfume— you can get the vaccines • Allergic to the flu shot —
you can get a vaccine • Severe allergy to Miralax (this is a thing, believe it or not, and what a
horrifying visual) — you can get a vaccine • Past Covid — you can and should get the vaccine
• Current Covid — you can get the vaccine once you’re better • Past history of myocarditis—
you can get vaccinated • People with autoimmune disease — you can get vaccinated • People
getting standard chemo now or in the past — you can get vaccinated • People who had
Guillain-Barre — you can get vaccinated • People with Bell’s Palsy — you can get vaccinated
• People with dermal fillers (hello Hollywood) — you can get vaccinated • People with history of
blood clots — you can usually get vaccinated • People who are pregnant — you can and
should get vaccinated • People who want to get pregnant or are trying to get pregnant or are
nursing — you can and should get vaccinated If Uncle Maskless tells you he read he shouldn’t
get the vaccine for some medical or allergy reason like those above, tell him to talk to his
doctor as it is probably not true. There are very very very few medical reasons you can’t get
our current vaccines. So you BUILD THAT WALL by having everybody get vaccinated —
everybody who lives in the house including the teen-agers, and everybody who visits on a
regular basis. And you BUILD THAT MOAT by not taking your kids inside places where there
might be unvaccinated unmasked people. This means for now we do say to our darling
unvaccinated Uncle Maskless, “Delta’s made things too risky for the kids. We just can’t have
you over right now. We miss you desperately and we can’t wait to have you back inside with
us the second you’re two weeks out from your shots.” And we say to our friends, “We’re
having a pool party and everybody has to be vaccinated.” (An acquaintance did that and five
of her vaccine-hesitant friends got vaccinated!) We write on the wedding invitation, “We can’t
wait to celebrate with our vaccinated loved ones.” We add to the conference and concert and
party notes, “Vaccinations are required.” It also means, yes, of course the teachers should be
vaccinated. WE BUILD THAT WALL. And then we accept that we are never going to be at
zero risk with our kids. Not with Covid, not with life. The second we get pregnant or decide to
adopt we accept that bad things can happen to the most precious people in our lives — our
sun and our moon and our stars — and that many of these events will be totally out of our
control. All we can do is try to minimize risks. In real life and with Covid. In real life, we use
the right car seats, we teach the kids to look both ways, we try not to live on top of industrial
waste or next door to the neighborhood crackhouse. With Covid, we layer the “Risk Mitigation
Strategies.” Protecting the kids isn’t rocket science; we go right back to the basics: • Virus
spreads less in the vaccinated: vaccinate them. • Virus comes from our noses and mouths:
cover them. • Virus spreads more in crowded spaces: spread them out. • Virus spreads more
in unventilated spaces; open the window. • Virus is caught from infected people: test them,
find them, keep them home. With those basics in mind, here is my Top Ten List of Covid Risk
Reduction Strategies for Kids: 1) The number one risk reduction strategy is vaccination of the
child. 2) The number two risk reduction strategy is vaccination of the family and the child’s
contacts including teachers. 3) The number three risk reduction strategy is masks — masks
on the kid, and masks on others. 4) The number four risk reduction strategy is testing. 5) The
number five risk reduction strategy is staying home when sick 6) The number six, seven and
eight risk reduction strategies are distancing, ventilation, hand washing. 7) The number nine
risk reduction strategy is combining all these into layers of “Swiss cheese” protection. 8) The
number ten risk reduction strategy is common sense. Is an assembly hall jammed with six
gajillion little maskless kids shouting the school song more risky than PE outside? Yes. Is
eating in a crowded airless room more hazardous than spacing kids out at their desks and
that’s more hazardous than eating outside? Yes. Et cetera. We are also back to the basics
regarding kids and Covid: • Most kids get mild disease •
Most kids are good long-term •
Most kids don’t end up in a hospital • A tiny number end up on a breathing machine • A very
tiny fraction die All of this is still true with Delta. You’ve all seen those terrifying headlines in
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the South and it’s real: we are seeing lots of kids hospitalized in unvaccinated areas. However,
the fraction of kids getting seriously ill remains small and the fraction of little ones dying is
tinier still (371 deaths out of 73 million children in the US). I once read, “No child is a
numerator” and this should be our guiding light. We want no kid to be part of these fractions,
ever, and so we should be layering on the layers because every layer helps lower the risk to
our kids. We can't get to zero risk, but we can lower the risk, layer by layer. It seems
inevitable that in schools with few or no layers, chances of infection will be higher than in
schools with lots of layers. Hopefully chances of hospitalization or death will stay low, although
inevitably these higher numbers of cases will translate into higher numbers of kids with serious
disease. So we go build our wall and we built our moat and we layer on the layers. And try to
remember while we hold tight onto our children that all surges cease and all epidemics always
end and that this is as sure and as real and as solid a fact as the sun and the moon and the
stars. -R. Schoenthaler, M.D."
2307

I fully support the decision to wear masks again until more people get vaccinated and we can
get Covid cases under control. The cycle has to stop.

8/15/2021 12:55 AM

2308

People who want to wear masks should be able to, while not forcing those that don’t.

8/15/2021 12:45 AM

2309

Kids of any age should not be wearing masks unless they want to. This virus does not affect
children the way it does older people.

8/15/2021 12:34 AM

2310

Please respect the right of the parent to choose for their own child. My kids will not be wearing
a mask to school. We’re preparing to remove them from the public school system. We’re not
asking parents who want their kids to wear a mask not to do why are we being forced to wear
it? Please keep our right to choose what’s best for our own children.

8/15/2021 12:02 AM

2311

Based on everything we know about Covid I think it is completely unacceptable for someone to
make children wear a mask. I believe parents have been educated enough to know the risks
behind Covid and can make a decision for themselves and their children on whether or not to
wear a mask. There is more scientific proof that masks are very harmful to children then there
is scientific proof that children should wear them. My children are old enough and smart
enough to know what is best for them they will either choose to wear a mask or not try county
health is in no position to force my child to wear a mask.

8/15/2021 12:00 AM

2312

Please NO Mask Mandate. It should be the parents’s choice . Children/ Teens are at the
lowest risk. In fact, not a single death caused by the Delta Variant. This nonsense needs to
stop.

8/14/2021 11:52 PM

2313

Please mandate masks for DCSD children under 12 years old. Children under 12 can’t be
vaccinated and masks offer protection against COVID-19. DCSD children deserve all the help
possible to protect against COVID-19.

8/14/2021 11:49 PM

2314

Doctors understand disease transmission better than non-scientists. Take their
recommendations into account on how to prevent disease transmission and to keep us safer
and our businesses open

8/14/2021 11:44 PM

2315

I feel those who cannot be vaccinated yet should wear masks as should the teachers who
work with this age group. I feel if numbers go up in terms of Covid cases with the start of
school then mask wearing even in middle and high schools should be mandated until cases go
back down.

8/14/2021 11:44 PM

2316

If infection rate goes up it endangers everyone including increased chance for possible
variants. Having mixed policy causes bullying and discrimination and division. We don’t
question mandatory requirements before masks. Public safety is more important.

8/14/2021 11:42 PM

2317

I do not feel at this time it should be mandated for kids to wear masks. Keep it a choice for the
parents!

8/14/2021 11:30 PM

2318

Students should not be wearing masks in our school buildings. Kids are not at risk. Masks do
not work even the boxes they come in state that! Teachers are hindered in their teaching
abilities with a mask as well as students’ are hindered not seeing teachers’ faces. Stop
masking our children. Parents should make that decision.

8/14/2021 11:29 PM

2319

No more masks !! Please leave decision to the parents. I believe in our immune system‘s
doing what they need to do and masking isn’t working and it’s harming more kids than doing
good. NO MORE MASKS!!!!!

8/14/2021 11:25 PM

2320

Masking need to remain a choice. We have hidden our children behind masks for too long and

8/14/2021 11:17 PM
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it has killed their mental health. The lack of personal connection when hiding behind a mask is
detrimental to their ability to engage in the classroom with peers and teachers. There is more
to health than just hiding from covid.
2321

I support mandatory mask indoors at school to stop spreading Covid 19, especially Delta
variant. These small kids are not vaccinated and are at high risk. Moreover, my second grade
son is the ONLY one wearing it at his classroom. He gets mixed information: home x
peers/teachers. Finally, I personally think that we should not have to have this forum. We
should follow science and doctors, not others motives when the focus is our health.

8/14/2021 11:16 PM

2322

My family and I survived COVID. We were diagnosed in the summer of 2020, and we got
through it without issue. Six months later, I got a severe infection of my airway from a mask. It
has been eight months, and I am still struggling to breathe. COVID never got close to killing
me--every day is a battle for me now, thanks to a mask. They are not helpful. They are not
healthy. And I worry about my children having to ever wear them again.

8/14/2021 11:16 PM

2323

Our son started kindergarten last week and is so excited about it. We were ecstatic to read
that Douglas County was allowing parents to choose whether or not their child would have to
wear a mask at school. Our son has not been able to wear a mask through the pandemic as it
causes him extreme anxiety. I cannot imagine having to tell him he has to wear one, let alone
for six hours a day, while adjusting to school. I understand parents want to keep their kids
safe, but the fact remains that the number of children truly affected by covid are so low and we
as parents should be able to make the decision that is best for our child. Children are learning
social cues and getting to know their teachers and students through seeing their faces, this is
a necessary part of healthy development. Please do not impose an unnecessary mandate that
will be detrimental to our sons mental health and take away normal human interaction. Allow
parents the choice! Those who want their kids to wear a mask certainly can, you don't need to
force a mandate on everyone!

8/14/2021 11:09 PM

2324

I believe the decision for students to mask is best left to individual families. Comprehensive
health management is complex and varies by individual. We have 2 children with very different
needs. Our daughter (who is now vaccinated) has been experiencing a high level of stress
throughout the pandemic, and broke down into tears when she learned the school district is
considering a mask requirement. Our son, on the other hand, doesn't mind the mask and
elects to wear it in some situations. He's been relatively unaffected by virtual learning /
masking. I may have a different opinion if the data showed an objective benefit to masking. My
wife earlier submitted detailed data from her research, and I won't repeat it here. But here's the
bottom line for me. 1) We've seen no data showing lower rates of spread for schools that mask
vs. those that don't. 2) Children under the age of 18 are at extremely low risk for serious illness
or death from COVID, less than that of seasonal flu or pneumonia (we have never to my
knowledge considered masking to prevent spread of these diseases). 3) Cloth and paper
masks provide very little protection for the wearer, and with the Delta variant provide very little
protection for others. 4) Only properly worn N95 masks have demonstrated any real protection
with Delta variant, and they are effective for protecting the wearer. 5) Masking potentially
creates additional health risks. A group of parents in a Florida school last June sent cloth
masks worn by their children for a single day to a lab for testing
(https://rationalground.com/dangerous-pathogens-found-on-childrens-face-masks/). A number
of potentially harmful pathogens were present, some at levels considered to present a
substantial health risk. I acknowledge this was a small sample, and testing was not performed
to scientific standards. However, it does indicate the "what's the harm" argument for masking
needs to be reviewed critically. In my opinion our response to the COVID pandemic has been
overly broad mandates that have been largely ineffective. It's my belief that a targeted
approach focusing on protecting those at high risk would be far more effective with less
negative impact across society. And I believe that should be the approach for DCSD. I favor
"effective" measures for those at risk or who prefer a higher degree of protection. This mean
either remote learning or properly worn N95 masks for these individuals. N95s should be
replaced at least each day (in medical settings the recommendation is to put on a new mask
for each patient interaction). N95s are now widely available, and I'd be happy to contribute to a
fund to assist families who require financial assistance to maintain a supply of N95 masks.
This approach would be far more effective than universal masking with cloth / paper masking,
and avoids the mental, emotional, and physical health consequences many of our children
have experienced over the last 18 months. We need to let our children get back to being
children.

8/14/2021 11:08 PM

2325

I am against mask mandates. I believe a parent is capable of making a decision for their child
to wear or not wear a mask.

8/14/2021 11:06 PM
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2326

Prolonged mask wearing is dangerous for our children (we've tested a myriad of mask types
while monitoring blood O2 levels) and masks do not prevent the virus from spreading. If you
can smell a fart 6 feet away, that mask isn't doing anything against COVID. Masks harm
communication and social development, with a myriad of other issues far outweighing any
perceived benefits.

8/14/2021 11:06 PM

2327

I do not support masks on kids. It causes more damage mentally and physically to them then
providing any sort of protection from covid. There is more of a danger to them from the flu then
there ever has been from covid.

8/14/2021 11:04 PM

2328

I do not believe the evidence provided justifies masking vaccinated individuals or is sufficient
to warrant a mask mandate. I believe a recommendation is appropriate within the Douglas
county community. A mandate is just going to further divide and harm our community.

8/14/2021 11:01 PM

2329

All children deserve to be safe at school. Without a mask mandate, DCSD children under 12
are not safe at school due to the highly contagious Delta variant. A mask mandate will help
protect DCSD children from COVID-19. I absolutely support a mask mandate.

8/14/2021 11:01 PM

2330

Mask mandatory in class and public places

8/14/2021 10:58 PM

2331

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSW49ESnROj/?utm_medium=copy_link This Dr. sums up my
feelings perfectly. Why are people not stepping back and thinking for themselves? Too afraid
and in a frenzy and just follow what the media says. No one in my life has ever asked if I have
other vaccines. Why is this one any different? I don’t recall seeing news or commercials
around other diseases and certainly not about needing to get a vaccine. My vaccine status
isn’t anyone’s business! Why are people who have been vaccinated worried about those that
haven’t? “If” it works as they believe, they don’t need to worry about others giving it to them.
What happened to the common flu last year and this year? It just magically disappeared? I
think not. It sure is easy to pass it off as COVID especially since the COVID tests are unable
to distinguish between COVID and the flu virus. My wife and I have already recovered from
COVID. It wasn’t fun but I trust my body and immune system to do it’s job way more than
those preaching the need for the vaccine while lining their pockets. Speaking of immune
systems and health, why isn’t anyone talking about being healthy? Maybe some exercise,
proper eating and supplementing with necessary vitamins? This is a much better way to live
than worrying about some virus and a vaccine that will NEVER cure the disease. Same thing
with the flu. It hasn’t gone away and we’ve had a vaccine for years! I could go on and on about
common sense being lost but I won’t. I look forward to listening to this meeting and hope to be
surprised by people with common sense, something that is clearly lacking with people during
this time.

8/14/2021 10:53 PM

2332

I support universal masking around children currently too young to be vaccinated/around the
unvaccinated, as well as vaccine mandates to attend DCSD schools (as has been the norm for
many years with other diseases/vaccines) when COVID vaccines are available for all age
groups.

8/14/2021 10:52 PM

2333

Parents have enough information to make the choice they feel is best for their families and
children. Our school is separated by three separate floors. Kindergarten on the main level,
grades 1-5 on the second level and 6-8 on the third. With over 73% of Douglas County
residents vaccinated and the vaccine available it’s time to cut the apron strings. The options
are there !

8/14/2021 10:50 PM

2334

I don’t see any salient arguments against masking kids indoors when essentially every
pediatric expert and public health official is calling for it and we are seeing an increased
transmissibility in children as well as more children being hospitalized. Why wouldn’t we mask
and mitigate the risk for our children?

8/14/2021 10:48 PM

2335

I support personal / family choice when it comes on deciding if masking is best for them. I
think shaming for wearing or not wearing a mask is not only unkind but also unAmerican.

8/14/2021 10:46 PM

2336

Unless all students will be fitted for an N95 mask that is used in medical settings, cloth masks
and other paper masks provide more harm than good. Our children have suffered enough
emotionally and academically with the lockdowns, remote learning, bullying. Allow those who
feel the need to wear a mask, wear one. Don’t take my child’s rights away by mandating a
mask. My children want to be in school, learn together, share time with friends and faculty
without inhaling their own CO2, increasing anxiety, decreasing flow of fresh air and causing
dissention among peers. Stop the mandates!

8/14/2021 10:44 PM
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2337

I have a child with medical trauma and wearing masks is causing him anxiety. I think masking
should be a choice made by individual families.

8/14/2021 10:43 PM

2338

THE MASKS DO ZERO TO STOP VIRAL PARTICLES. KIDS NEED TO SEE FACES AND
EXPRESSIONS. AND NEED OXYGEN FREE OF BACTERIA. NOOOOO MASKS!!!!!

8/14/2021 10:43 PM

2339

Please don’t mandate masks!!!! Those who would like to wear them can, those who don’t want
to shouldn’t be forced to. Masks have not been proven to even stop the spread of covid, and it
is child abuse to make our kids wear them all day long. Our kids have suffered enough through
this pandemic, please let them feel normal at school if they choose to! I would definitely not
say that my children have been thriving at all over the past 18 months. I feel like we are finally
feeling good about some consistency and normalcy at school, please don’t crush them down
again by mandating masks! Those who choose to wear them are completely free to do so!
They should not be able to make the decision for other people.

8/14/2021 10:42 PM

2340

Masks are destructive to these children. Covid has a 99.6% survival rate. Children should not
be wearing masks. Let parents decide what is best for their own children. If people want to
mask their children fine but do not make it mandatory for the rest of us who believe it’s more
destructive than good.

8/14/2021 10:41 PM

2341

I think TCH needs to make the rules based on safety and science, and not ask for the public
to decide. We are not the experts, and all it does is create a greater divide in our community
and contention. I do believe that children who are not vaccinated should wear masks in school.
Especially when numbers are rapidly increasing in our county. I also think that students could
be placed further apart in classrooms, not facing eachother. Our son's classroom is set up that
pods of five desks are arranged to all face eachother...all day! Our two young children have no
issues wearing a mask, they just wish everyone else would too. If a family disagrees with a
public health order they can homeschool or opt for remote learning. I think vaccinated teachers
should not have to wear masks, since they are teaching young people and seeing their face is
an important part of learning. And, it seems that vaccinated people can get and transmit Covid,
but carry less of a viral load and are not a high risk to our students. Lastly, it would not hurt to
start the school year off cautiously, then slowly and thoughtfully ease restrictions when the
statistics support it.

8/14/2021 10:39 PM

2342

It is unhealthy for anyone but especially children to breathe their exhaled air. Masks also
impede social and emotional development by eliminating facial expressions. Masks also make
verbal communication much more difficult.

8/14/2021 10:39 PM

2343

Parent choice and child choice should be of top priority. Our 4 year old does not keep a mask
on, it is more of a toy and distraction than anything else and he will begin pre-school. I have a
7 year old struggling with anxiety and fear of COVID because of requirements and messaging
in school last year. I have a 9 year old that gets migraines from masks and screens. They do
not wear them correctly, they do not keep them clean during the day, their learning is inhibited
with not being able to understand teachers or students, it is a large distraction for younger
children and they are struggling to feel comfortable in a setting where learning should be top
priority. I believe if parents are scared they should have the right to have their child in a mask,
or to keep their child home. If masks are required we will be seeking alternatives to Douglas
County as we are two working parents and acknowledge professional teachers in person and a
social setting is best for our three children and will seek out a school that supports parent
choice.

8/14/2021 10:36 PM

2344

With all the evidence citing: https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/ Children have been increasingly at risk
at continuos increased rate (at the moment at 4%) I am a restaurant owner who can and will
require a mask for indoor and if the case worsens we can switch to takeout only. I will not
compromise people's lives for my wealth or convenience. Requiring a mask does not affect my
ability to run a restaurant and does not affect my economy. I also do not support decisions that
prioritize convenience over the importance of people's lives.

8/14/2021 10:35 PM

2345

The respiratory system is designed to operate best unhindred. The CDCs own data says
children 16 and under who contract the virus, which is rare, survive at a rate of 99.979%.
Scientifically proven, the masks lower immunity and increase bacterial lung infections. The
standard masks trap particles down to a size of 1.25 microns, according to the data, virus
particles range in size from o.02 to 0.12 microns. This would be the equivalent of shooting a bb
through a chainlink fence! If you can smell baking cookies through the mask, and you can,
then it will not stop the virus. Follow the science, not just when it suits agendas of power and
control and fear. Just stop please.

8/14/2021 10:34 PM
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2346

There is no science supporting masking children. The injuries to children , both medically and
emotionally, from masks are real and documented.

8/14/2021 10:33 PM

2347

No masks or at least mask optional in all places including schools regardless of vaccination
status.

8/14/2021 10:33 PM

2348

Let us chose what is right for our children not the unelected bureaucrats.

8/14/2021 10:32 PM

2349

Protect the kids who can't even get vaccinated! They deserve to be protected!

8/14/2021 10:26 PM

2350

I am a Registered Nurse with my Bachelors if Science in Nursing and I am also getting
certified in functional nutrition. I do not believe that kids first of all even wear masks well. They
are constantly readjusting them and touching their faces therefore making the spread of germs
easier. Also the efficacy of masks is very questionable with this virus. There is a lot we can do
to prevent COVID in our communities including increasing our zinc and vitamin D levels. Kids
also do very well and recover very quickly from COVID. The mental health affects of mask
wearing far outweighs the risk to your children. Please don’t mandate this. Those that want to
wear masks may do so.

8/14/2021 10:25 PM

2351

The Board should require children under the age of 12 to wear masks indoors. Additionally, all
staff in those schools should be required to be vaccinated unless they are unable to be safely
vaccinated or have legitimate religious reasons for not being vaccinated. All unvaccinated
people over the age of twelve should be required to be tested at least weekly. The safety of the
children should be the primary concern of both the Board of Health and the School Board.

8/14/2021 10:23 PM

2352

I don't support mask for children. They cause more damage physically and mentally than they
provide protection.

8/14/2021 10:23 PM

2353

Masks and vaccines should be personal preference

8/14/2021 10:21 PM

2354

No MORE masks in schools — they are NOT proven enough to help and the consequences of
seeing each other masked all day can be very depressing for kids, teachers, staff. Don’t put
the normalcy of the mass majority in jeopardy for the small percentage of those who need/want
masking / they can learn online or wear a mask at school.

8/14/2021 10:19 PM

2355

Being proactive about reducing the spread of the virus is the most likely route to keeping our
kids in school without interruption, and possibly even saving lives. Our family does not mind
the inconvenience of masks when we know there is good reason to wear them. I love that my
kids are learning that we do everything we can to keep vulnerable members of our community
safe, regardless of inconvenience. Students suffered more from not being in school last year
than from wearing masks—let’s wear masks and keep schools and the economy functioning!

8/14/2021 10:17 PM

2356

My second grader is enrolled in Northridge Elementary. As a concerned mom, and a healthcare
professional, I endorse a mask mandate for the under-12 year olds. We have no choice to
vaccinate them yet. Their health is in danger. The health of the teachers and school staff is in
danger. And it is only a matter of time until we are being forced to quarantine due to high
infection rates. Let's do what we can to avoid this scenario.

8/14/2021 10:09 PM

2357

I am the father of two kids that go to public school in Douglas County and the husband of a
teacher. My father is a 2 time cancer survivor and sees my kids weekly. Without a universal
mask mandate we are risking the life of my entire world. Neither my wife (3rd grade teacher) or
two kids have ever once complained about wearing a mask not does in detour from their
education. The fact that this is even a debate is absurd. Do the right thing. This is not political.
This is literally a life and death decision.

8/14/2021 10:09 PM

2358

No mandates on masks or vaccines. Free choice to choose what is right for your body and
belief system. Masks and vaccines come with side effects as well. What happen to our
freedom.

8/14/2021 10:09 PM

2359

Children are the lowest at risk group of our population. There are fewer cases in children of
infection than adults. A draconian mask mandate does nothing but impair the developing
respiratory system of a child by limiting the fresh air intake. Not to mention a cascade of
various other health issues that will follow. People need to realize there are many very
effective treatments as well as simply bolstering your own immune system to stay well.

8/14/2021 10:09 PM

2360

We followed the rules, wore the masks, did home schooling. Insanity- doing the same thing
over and over and expecting a different result.

8/14/2021 10:07 PM

2361

We wanted to let you know our family supports the no mask mandate in place for the

8/14/2021 10:06 PM
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upcoming school year and thank you for following the science. Our kids have suffered
academically due to the pandemic and we cannot continue to further prolong and hinder their
ability to learn. Especially given the research that supports the negative impact of masking
students far exceeds the health benefits. We understand some parents may not be
comfortable, but that is why there are options for them. They can have their students wear a
mask if they feel that is best for them. We feel the families who feel no masks are best for
them should have that choice as well. Thank you again for all you have done through the
pandemic and making our schools a great place to learn.
2362

Masks don't work! It has been proven. We are messing with our kids' mental health when we
make them wear masks. It seems that everyone is concerned with physical health and paying
no attention to mental health. The masks don't work!

8/14/2021 10:05 PM

2363

It is not healthy for children to wear masks. It is hard for them to breathe, distracting to their
learning and if masks were proven to not spread the virus, it would have gone away. Instead
most of the kids play with them, probably spreading more germs.

8/14/2021 10:05 PM

2364

Please require masks for all children in schools. My kids are not old enough to get vaccinated.
They have no been in person at school since covid started. We want the kids to go back to
school this year in person, but the risk to kids is even greater now and yet there is no
requirement for anyone to wear masks. There's no requirement for the teachers to get
vaccinated. This isn't safe. My kids are wearing masks to school and they are already being
judged because of it. Please do what's in the best interest of the children and mandate masks
for everyone in schools.

8/14/2021 10:05 PM

2365

No mask. This must end. We HAVE TO LEARN TO LIVE WITH THIS VIRUS! This is not
going away any time soon. Let me choose how to take care of my family, this is America.

8/14/2021 10:04 PM

2366

The Question 4 answers are limiting. In response to question 4 below, I would answer “I am in
support of parent choice for masking their child(ren) indoors”. I am opposed to mandating mask
wearing for children in school, that should be parent/child choice. My son attended school inperson the entire 20/21 school year without masks and his school never had any
issues/outbreaks, some families chose to have their child(ren) wear masks throughout the
school year. Please don’t harm our children by requiring masks. Leave it to each individual
family to decide what’s best for their child(ren).

8/14/2021 10:01 PM

2367

Arguing the effectiveness of masking is pointless by now. No government entity or health
department should have the authority to mandate anything on healthy people. If you really
have the health of people at heart you would consider the damage your mandates have caused
to our children's mental well-being. You should also consider the fact that your careless actions
with mandates will fall upon deaf ears of many who will not for one minute consider your
mandates in any way. Your credibility in the past year has been severally damaged with your
back and forth policies based on politics. The vast majority of kids back in school the past
week and their parents have all heard the propaganda of doom and death spread by an
opportunistic media and yet nearly every child goes to school mask free. This is a personal
choice made by parents and their children. If people are scared of this virus then THEY CAN
STAY HOME OR WEAR A MASK. To mandate the healthy to continue to play these garbage
games to appease those who are afraid is insanity. If you think wearing a mask should be
mandated then you better mandate the same people who live in fear, to loose some weight,
because the majority of those who are not elderly that die from COVID are obese and have
underlying conditions from living a unhealthy life style. You better start writing mandates to
stop people from smoking. That doesn’t help COVID either. You are absolutely out of your
mind to think these ridiculous mandates are doing anything productive. If you truly follow the
science then you would know this is not a virus (including this bullshit variant) that attacks and
kills kids. Let’s be very clear your narrow scope of concern has already damaged the mental
health of our kids and many adults. Your continued propaganda may cause a chain of events
that will cause more harm in many ways which most of you appear to have ZERO capacity to
understand! You are putting neighbors against neighbors and I promise your heavy handed
actions will have severe consequences. You would be well advised to allow people to live their
lives the way they see fit and allow those who are in fear to take whatever precautions they
need to feel safe. There is overwhelming consensus that what occurred over the past year was
a shit show of politicians using a man made virus they released on the population to play
politics and push agendas. We are over this. You are not God and you are not doing Gods
work. You are not even elected officials. You are advisors who have over stepped and over
stayed their welcome. We will not now or ever again be masked or made to believe the only

8/14/2021 9:58 PM

1136 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
way to stay healthy is to mask and mandate healthy people into submission. Do not keep
pushing.
2368

I am a teacher and parent in DCSD and have seen first hand the emotional, and psychological
problems caused by masking our kids. The truth is, our children are more likely to be hit by
lightning than to die from COVID and there have been exactly ZERO studies done on the
effectiveness of masks on children. Masks have been anecdotally shown to increase mouth
breathing in children and therefore can cause physical problems in the developing bodies of
these young people. The adults that want to get vaccinated have done so, and those that have
not are wearing masks so the adults are already protected. In addition, our Douglas County
numbers for children remain low so there is no data to back up this mandate. There is no
scientific reason to take away parental choice for our children when masks for them do more
harm than good. I, for one, will be pulling my child from school if she is required to wear a
mask all day, as she has natural immunity from the disease and should not be required to wear
something over her face all day long. She is 6. This political stunt has gone far enough and
until there are solid numbers showing the effectiveness of masks IN CHILDREN and numbers
showing that our children are in actual danger from this disease (currently, they’re not) then I
refuse to have my child in one of your schools if you choose to mask everyone.

8/14/2021 9:57 PM

2369

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13z70s_-8zI9l7YCbs1ZUUtUelFs5xwNnTIn4Gv71bo/edit?usp=drivesdk

8/14/2021 9:57 PM

2370

I am so concerned for the children of this community that there is no mask mandate at
schools. Please protect our children against this virus. It is the right thing to do to slow the
spread. We want to see our children be able to attend school in person and be safe. I support
universal masking in all indoor school settings.

8/14/2021 9:56 PM

2371

Masking is the single most effective deterrent in slowing down the spread of Covid Delta and in
preventing the development of new variants. If we do not mask, we will begin to see the rise in
pediatric cases that are being seen in several states in our country. This is not something to
fool around with....the lives of our children are at stake. We do not have enough data to know
what us going to happen with this virus, and, make no mistake, Delta is a new virus. Is it really
worth quibbling over something as simple as wearing a mask?

8/14/2021 9:56 PM

2372

Kids should not be mandated to wear masks. No studies have shown a benefit preventing
Covid spread and some have shown a higher risk of viruses/bacteria staying inside masks,
especially the way kids mess with them. The mental effects of seeing no expressions, etc will
be seen down the road.

8/14/2021 9:52 PM

2373

Parents need to decide what is best for their kids mental and physical, period.

8/14/2021 9:51 PM

2374

It should be left up to the parents. Let them choose what is best for their child

8/14/2021 9:51 PM

2375

I urge Tri County Health to take this very seriously by researching the true science behind this.
Masking children not only does not and will not prevent any spread of this virus, it is adversely
effecting out children’s health. The further you deteriorate the overall health, of any individual,
the more susceptible they are to getting sick due to weakened immune systems hence
causing greater concerns. These masks is like trying to prevent a mosquito from going through
a chain link fence. Please do your research and you will find this to be true, from a scientific
and medical perspective. Do what’s right not what the crowd pressures you to do. We need
strong people to stand up for our community and most importantly our children!

8/14/2021 9:51 PM

2376

It should be mandatory as we have the fear of Delta variant

8/14/2021 9:49 PM

2377

Allow parents choice. Masks only caused anxiety for my kids. This needs to stop!

8/14/2021 9:49 PM

2378

This should not be an argument of pro-mask on students versus anti-masks on students as
question #4 is doing. This absolutely needs to be about CHOICE! And as parents, we make
informed decisions for our children on a daily basis, including whether or not our child should or
shouldn’t wear a mask. Please leave the decision on wearing a mask in schools in the hands
of parents.

8/14/2021 9:48 PM

2379

Take the MASKS OFF!

8/14/2021 9:47 PM

2380

The adults and high schooler in our family have all been vaccinated. Our 9 y.o. cannot have
the same level of protection at this time. Covid and variants are still spreading, and now more
easily among younger people. Our daughter wears a mask when she's indoors at schools and
in stores, but we know she's in the minority. Why skip such an easy safety measure when it

8/14/2021 9:46 PM
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could help protect our kids? Our daughter loves school - let's help keep kids in-person and
healthy.
2381

I served as the Chem/Bio Pilot Protection Lead on the F-35 program. The masks people wear
for “COVID Protection” are worthless. There is no way even a surgical mask can protect
against a viral biological agent. The resolution of even a K95 is 300nm. A viral agent is 0.10.3nm in size. Stop the false sense of security mask nonsense and stop it now. I can show
you what real biological protection masks are and they are not old t-shirts!

8/14/2021 9:46 PM

2382

I am a critical care nurse and I have 2 small children who are unable to be vaccinated. At a
minimum, all adults should be required to be wearing masks indoors. It is a minor
inconvenience for the safety of all of our children. I would support a mandate requiring masks
for all until children are able to be vaccinated. Children are resilient and will do fine with masks.
The adults who opt to not mask are simply being selfish. The children should ALWAYS be the
priority since they can’t chose how to protect themselves. The data is VERY CLEAR. Please
help me protect my children and yours!

8/14/2021 9:46 PM

2383

I think we need masks in schools to protect students and their younger siblings for sure. Or
maybe they have a vulnerable family member that they might need to protect but can't
because their classmates are breathing on them.

8/14/2021 9:45 PM

2384

No mask mandates should be created for dcsd. The current masking choice is fine as it
addresses all parent concerns and ensures equity for all. Additionally, there are no peer
reviewed studies that show children masking prevents covid. I support masking choice. Why
do you not have that below??

8/14/2021 9:42 PM

2385

I am a K-2 (vaccinated) teacher in Douglas County. Students in my class last year either
sucked on their masks, wore the same reusable masks multiple days in a row or wore ill fitting
disposable masks. Does this negate or impact the effectiveness? Would it be possible to do a
“carve-out” for this age group?

8/14/2021 9:42 PM

2386

**note, Tri-County is welcome to verify my identity, but I do not want my name disclosed
publicly in relation to my comment submission** The mask issue is so heated that it honestly
exhausts me. Like most, I’m not a huge fan and I know there’s questionable efficacy. Studies
can show anything depending on the source though, and I trust the CDC and AAP are smarter
than I am about this topic. The bottom line though is that until a vaccine choice is available for
4-11 year olds, we must do something to protect students. I am fully willing to mask, as our
my children, if that’s the required step to keep children in our community safe. Covid is not
over yet, and Delta is more contagious. While I support adult choice to vaccinate, and
generally do support choice - letting adults have all the choices while doing nothing to protect
the largest numbers in the schools (our students) does not seem prudent. Our children trust
our schools and the parent community to protect them. The idea that “most kids” don’t get
“that” sick from covid is not an acceptable justification for the risk. Some do. I don’t want this
to be the fate for my kids or their classmates, or students on our street at different schools.

8/14/2021 9:41 PM

2387

Based on the statistics provided by the State of CO for ALL people in Douglas County, there is
only a .789% mortality rate for COVID, and a .370% mortality rate for the variant. COVID is not
a risk to children, so let the teachers decide whether to vaccine or not and leave the kids unmasked. Stop abusing them by forcing them to wear masks.

8/14/2021 9:41 PM

2388

Please follow the science only in this decision. My children are not yet able to have a vaccine
for protection.

8/14/2021 9:40 PM

2389

Please!!!!!!! No Universal Mask mandate!!!!

8/14/2021 9:38 PM

2390

Being a kindergarten teacher, it is necessary for students to see how to form their mouth to
make sounds for their development of reading and writing. Having been masked all of last year
the students were lower in academic achievement in reading and writing. Students wore dirty
masked everyday. They sneezed, coughed, spit and blew there nose in their mask and then
wore it the next day. Teaching and not connecting with my students through smiles and facial
expressions was devastating for me. Please do not mandate elementary students and
vaccinated teachers wear a mask.

8/14/2021 9:37 PM

2391

As a resident of Highlands Ranch, I do not desire to have Tri County Health dictate their mask
mandates to local school boards. There is massive evidence that masks not only do physical
damage to children, but also have very detrimental psychological affects as well. If Tri County
does their own research, you will see of which I speak. Katherine Michelsen Highlands
Ranch,Co Sent from my iPhone

8/14/2021 9:37 PM
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2392

I do not support masking under any circumstances, not do I support mandatory vaccination
under any circumstances.

8/14/2021 9:35 PM

2393

Protect unvaccinated children, compromised adults, and help stop the spread of variants!

8/14/2021 9:34 PM

2394

I strongly support masking in kids ages 11 and under that are not yet eligible for the vaccine.
Both the AAP and CDC recommend masking in schools to minimize the spread of covid-19.
Masks are a scientifically proven mitigation strategy. They also agree that in person learning is
superior for the academic and social development of children, yet the benefits of in person
learning are only as good as our ability to keep schools open and we have plenty of evidence
that show that masks do minimize the spread. I want kids to be able to stay in school. Most
kids have no problem with masks and understand the need to protect themselves and their
community. Educational leaders should also encourage children to listen to the scientists in
this decision. Although everyone can generally agree that kids are lower risk than adults, as of
7/22/21 there were 16,878 pediatric hospitalizations in 23 states and that was BEFORE school
started! That is almost SEVENTEEN THOUSAND children. We need to do better for our
children, our future. Masking should just be a temporary layer until children in this age group
can be vaccinated. Please please please and thank you.

8/14/2021 9:33 PM

2395

As a parent of a preschooler in DCSD, I’m concerned about the fact that TCHD has not yet
mandated masks for our schools. Universal masking in schools is recommended by the CDC,
CDPHE, TCHD, and AAP. All of those organizations are credible sources for public health
guidance for our children. According to TCHD data, the 7-day cumulative incidence rate for
8/7/2021-8/13/2021 shows high community transmission in all three counties which meets the
criteria for the CDC to recommend even fully vaccinated persons to mask up in indoor public
settings. Most of our school age children aren’t eligible for vaccination. Why should we leave
them at risk? Please follow the science, and numbers; mandate universal masking in our
public schools so that our schools can remain open, and our children can remain in school
without the short and long term risks of Covid-19. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 9:33 PM

2396

There is more than adequate scientific proof that not only are masks ineffective in preventing
the spread of viruses, they are actually detrimental to the health of the wearer.

8/14/2021 9:33 PM

2397

PLEASE mandate universal masking in ALL indoor settings: schools, restaurants, grocery
stores, retailers, offices, etc.

8/14/2021 9:31 PM

2398

With the rise of children getting Covid who are too young to be vaccinated, please require
everyone in a school setting to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 9:31 PM

2399

No to mask mandate and let parents chose the needs of their own kids to keep them safe.
These mandates are a sad excuse to regulate health. Covid was still rampant with the mask
mandate only now we have more kids contemplating suicide. Mine will not mask.

8/14/2021 9:30 PM

2400

Citizens need to get on with life. 99.7 % recovery rate with Covid. Every year will bring a new
strain. If you mask kids in school; I’ll pull them out just like I did last year. It is the parents job
to decide what’s best for children; not the government. Let’s all get on with it. Those who wish
to mask can mask. Those who do not should be free to refuse. This will satisfy both sets of
masking/non-masking. You need not be involved! This is getting absolutely rediculous.

8/14/2021 9:29 PM

2401

Is it the opinion that masking will actually be affective with children under 11 at preventing the
spread of COVID? When was the last time any of the TCH was actually in a classroom
(constant touching, adjusting, chewing etc) Masks are one more distraction that the kids and
teachers don’t need. At some point everyone needs to take accountability for their choices. If
you choose to send your child to school with a mask, great. If you choose to not send a
masked child to school, great. If parents are worried then they can sign their children up for
online school. Accountability and doing what INDIVIDUALS think is best for THEMSELVES is
best practice until there is evidence that a correction is needed. There is no Scientific
Evidence that kids under 11 are all of a sudden super susceptible to COVID. Choice and
Accountability needs to be the trend for the 21/22 school year not unbounded fear.

8/14/2021 9:26 PM

2402

I think that masking should be optional to each concern. They should be not required. There
should be a 4th choice that it is the choice of the parents and masking optional. They are not
required

8/14/2021 9:25 PM

2403

We respect the rules and appreciate the importance of the covid situation. Our kids currently
wear masks on the bus and that totally makes sense in the crowded, confined spaces.
However, we would like to have the ability to decide for ourselves whether or not to mask our

8/14/2021 9:25 PM
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children. After over a year of masks, quarantines, and virtual learning (which was difficult and
often detrimental for both staff and students) it is time to pause. Many people are vaccinated
and many people have minor symptoms if they in fact do get diagnosed with COVID. The rate
of severe COVID related illness in children 11 and under is minuscule. Please allow our
students and staff the option and opportunity to not wear masks if they choose not to, while
still offering those who would like to wear masks to continue. Thank you for your consideration.
2404

I have tried to educate myself on all the medical opinions and points of view and I realize that
there definitely is more than one approach to understanding the covid virus and its effects. My
background is early literacy and child development and I am definitely convinced that there is
no good reason for children to wear masks and many good reasons to ensure the best possible
environment for children of all ages - without masks. That includes breathing fresh air, seeing
and interacting with other people and their whole faces, being free of the restrictive coverings
and being free of an environment of fear.

8/14/2021 9:25 PM

2405

Masks are not providing safety. They are creating far more damage to our beautiful children
who are at the least risk. Let our children breathe, let our children focus on their childhood.
Please !

8/14/2021 9:22 PM

2406

I feel children learn better and interact more when faces are seen. Facial expressions give
more feedback than just verbal feedback. Also, with students that need to see faces, for
example speech therapy students, they need to see faces to learn effectively.

8/14/2021 9:21 PM

2407

Do not give into the mask mandates, there is not a single study that shows they are effective
and they are counter productive for kids.

8/14/2021 9:20 PM

2408

We are one week into school after DCSD made the decision to strongly recommend masks
and let the decision making come from the parents. We preach routine in the classroom and
now we are going to suddenly change things. I am a classroom teacher. I have been teaching
my kids about respect and kindness this past week when it comes to mask wearing. There
has not been one instance of “mask bullying.” It’s all about the environment that the teachers
are providing. Our kids have been through enough stress over the last year and a half. Seeing
the kids feel somewhat “normal” this week was amazing to see. Step into one of these
classrooms and you’ll see. On the parent side, I do not want my four year old in a mask all
day. This decision should be left alone to my husband and I; no questions asked. We are her
parents, not TCHD. I respectfully ask that you look at these factors when making your
decision.

8/14/2021 9:18 PM

2409

I got covid wearing a mask. Let our kids be kids kids don't get covid

8/14/2021 9:18 PM

2410

Thank you for listening on this very important matter. Sadly, our great nation has been drifting
further and further away from the very fabric that has made this nation the most wonderful in
the world. Politics - Freedom vs Government control is dividing us. This matter- should be free
choice. I was in Law Enforcement for 40 years. I had a lot of power to detain your freedom. If I
even questioned your child without your knowledge - your anger would be very known. Yet,
today’s government can tell us exactly what our children will learn and when and how long they
will wear an unproven for safety rag over half their face! Anger is growing - This reminds me of
the Jim Jones’s incident. Drink the cool-aid - I’ll be transparent - my grandchildren will not drink
the cool-aid. They are Americans and we will honor our Free Choice. Under these authoritarian
rules, if a cop tells your child what they will wear, and say - or even question them - just
ACCEPT IT!

8/14/2021 9:17 PM

2411

My husband has a Ph.D. in Engineering Psychology and worked in the chembio warfare lab in
China Lake, CA for years. To quote him, 'if people believe a mask will stop this virus from
spreading, then they also believe a chain link fence will stop a mosquito'. If people want to live
in fear, they should keep their kids home. A face mask doesn't stop transmission and it's
miserable. Please stop the madness.

8/14/2021 9:16 PM

2412

I’m a registered nurse. Coronaviruses are very small particles and masks are ineffective.

8/14/2021 9:12 PM

2413

Please do NOT make my kids go back to wearing masks.

8/14/2021 9:12 PM

2414

Masks are proven not to prevent the spread of Covid. The PCR test has been recalled by the
CDC because it can’t tell the difference between Covid & Flu. The virus has NEVER been
isolated.

8/14/2021 9:11 PM

2415

Universal masking has caused more issues with depression and anxiety than it has helped in
preventing covid in young people. When my son was exposed to someone during the school

8/14/2021 9:11 PM
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year last year, while wearing masks he still had to quarantine, so what was the point of wearing
the mask? In order for masks to be successful wouldn’t we have to guarantee that kids are
always using them properly and not touching them with unwashed hands and washing them
regularly?
2416

Before you issue a mask mandate for these young children please consider the psychological
toll that it will take them!

8/14/2021 9:06 PM

2417

Masks don’t work. Follow the science please. Also - people under the age of 25 have less
chance of dying from Covid than getting struck by lightning, according to the numbers. They
also have less chance of dying from Covid as they do the flu - we have NEVER masked our
children for flu season.

8/14/2021 9:05 PM

2418

Respectfully, please stay out of our schools. We do not need mask mandates for kids, who
have a 99.998 % survival rate, which is higher than the survival rate for the annual flu. We did
not elect Tri-County to manage our district, so please allow us to hold out school board
accountable for what they force onto our children. Thank you.

8/14/2021 9:04 PM

2419

I do not think children should be required to wear masks. If they choose to wear a mask, they
are welcome to it. Please do not mandate that anyone should wear a mask. It’s a personal
decision.

8/14/2021 9:04 PM

2420

SARS 1,2,3 Covid 19,20,21,23 H1N1, Zika, Ebola, Swine Flu, Bird Flu, Covid Flu, whateverit’s out there, nothing can be done. Hope to be one of the lucky 99.5% and live our lives.

8/14/2021 9:03 PM

2421

Please consider mandating masks in at least the elementary school settings. These are our
kids who are not even ALLOWED to get vaccinated and we are sending them into a situation
that is not safe for them. I believe everyone should be masking again with the Delta variant
being so contagious but at the very least we should be protecting our youngest kids.

8/14/2021 9:01 PM

2422

Masks should be suggested but not mandatory. Masks detract from my childs ability to
learn/focus, limit oxygen to his brain, increase strain on his heart during physical activities and
decrease connection with teachers and other children.

8/14/2021 9:00 PM

2423

I oppose a mask mandate for school age children. Numerous studies done all over the world
have shown how detrimental the masks are to their mental health and learning. I believe that
each child should be free to make their own decisions, if they want to wear a mask then let
them. Please do no mandate masks. Doing so does more harm than good. Kids in general
have shown a greater difficulty in school with the masks, many needing extra help that they
wouldn’t have otherwise, many others started experiencing anxiety and depression as a result
of having to wear a mask and everyone else being in a mask. Since this board covers such a
large and diverse area, I feel it would be irresponsible and short sighted to put out any
mandate, instead I hope this board allows the schools to make these decisions and allows the
kids to learn in an environment free from a mask mandate. I 100% oppose any mask mandate
for schools.

8/14/2021 8:59 PM

2424

Wearing a mask is a small thing we can do to try and keep everyone safe. Children don’t have
a problem wearing them, it seems to be the parents who do. Masking is only going to work if
everyone does it. It isn’t effective if only a few are masked. Masking is a way to support
community and help those who are unable to be vaccinated or are Immunocompromised. It
teaches children they are a part of a larger community and can do something to help. It helps
children think about others, not just themselves.

8/14/2021 8:59 PM

2425

Parents should be able to choose whether or not their kids will wear masks to school. These
kids are not wearing them correctly (touching them, taking them off and setting them on the
ground), if they aren't wearing N95 masks they don't actually work according to several
doctors, scientists, and studies. My ADHD son is distracted enough and the mask makes it so
much worse. Of the 4.2 million kids who've contracted COVID only .008% have died. Young
kids just aren't at high risk and aren't spreading it to adults. Those who are concerned or at risk
can send their kids to school in an N95 and they should have nothing to worry about.

8/14/2021 8:59 PM

2426

We are in the middle of a global pandemic. Children need to be protected in the ways that are
available currently. Until there is a universally available vaccine for all ages, masks in indoor
environments along with the other strategies are the only way to help prevent the spread of the
highly contagious Delta variant. Masks allows our school system to function with the least
amount of disruption so the goal of educating children can be met. I am a retired R.N. I am
concerned that focusing on the freedom to not mask is interfering the the freedom our children
deserve to be in the healthiest environment possible for themselves. The young unvaccinated

8/14/2021 8:56 PM

1141 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
child is vulnerable in a way never before seen. They face both the short term risk of illness,
severe inflammation and potential death and the potential life long consequences of Covid. The
decision for masks belongs with public health departments and the CDC in protecting our
children. It does not belong with parents whose opinions may be politically influenced nor with
school districts. Please stand up for our vulnerable children, implementing masks and other
strategies that support our children to create the healthiest physical and emotional learning
environment possible. Freedom is not tarnished by being required to wear a piece of cloth
showing others you care. Freedom comes from uniting as one to create a healthy where all
have a right to live in health.
2427

Our high school aged daughter is vaccinated, yet we still support universal masking. We feel
that it is imperative to keep these kids in school and the best way to mitigate risk while
allowing for in-person learning is through universal masking. It seems like this should be a 'nobrainer' and there shouldn't be a debate on this simple issue. Let's work together, mask, and
keep our kids in school.

8/14/2021 8:56 PM

2428

I think the masking of a child should be left up to the parents. I have a child with Special
Needs and wears glasses. His glasses fog up, he is difficult to understand and it makes him
hot and tired. I personally believe these cheap masks that everyone is wearing is doing far
more harm than good. If a parent wants their child to wear one fine, but it should not be a
mandate for all. Several private and Charter schools were mask free last year and had no more
issues than those who were masked. Thank you for your consideration for what is best for all
students.

8/14/2021 8:55 PM

2429

Do not mandate masks. Let us parents decide to mask or not. Our kids need to see facial
expressions! I work in the dental field and there are so many negative oral implications from
masks. Increased dental decay and we know the mouth is not separate from the body. Stop
doing more harm by mandating masks. Let us decide what is best for our family.

8/14/2021 8:54 PM

2430

The documented transmission rate of COVID to a teacher is miniscule and children under 18
barely have any risk of severe symptoms, much less dying of COVID. If a child gets COVID
their survival rate is in the high 90's. NO one should be REQUIRED to wear a mask, but ALL
people should feel free to wear one if they so desire. As for teachers and school staff, these
are adults so they are able to make their own decisions about mask wearing based on their
principles and under no circumstance should they demean, shame, or put down any student
under their supervision, or any parent that chooses to opt their child out of mask wearing. If a
teacher is concerned about catching COVID then they could take a leave of absence for a
period of time, do a less risky job for a period of time and then resume teaching when they are
more comfortable with the situation. All jobs have some risk involved and this is no different
with teachers. People should be educated about all the risks of diseases but ultimately, they
should be allowed to make their own decisions. Cigarette smokers and second-hand smoke
from their cigarettes has long been a matter of personal freedom, as well as the risks of
drunken driving by alcohol drinkers. Any cigarette smoker or drinker of alcohol that feels
compelled to force another person to wear a mask should be compelled to not drink another
drink or smoke another cigarette if they want to avoid being a hypocrite about this topic. I am
100% AGAINST compelling ANYONE, whether a child, teenager, or adult, to wear a mask in
any setting, and especially NOT in schools were children need to see their teachers and
friends faces! A recent study by Brown University has proven that masks and COVID
lockdown measures have caused infants and babies to lose 21% IQ points. That is a startling
statistic to remind us how important it is to see facial expressions and cues. Respectfully,
Timothy D Douglas

8/14/2021 8:54 PM

2431

Aside from the fact that Covid is a political ploy, having young children wearing mask is a
danger to their health especially when running around in 90 degree weather. The parents of
students that are for the mask mandate should have their child stay home if they are so
scared. Our family WORE MASKS and followed every mandate yet i some how contracted it?
The though that my child is growing up in a world where wearing a mask is normal is
psychologically damaging. We are completely against the return of mask as I’m sure many
many are.

8/14/2021 8:54 PM

2432

I do not support the requirement of students, teachers and staff to be required to wear masks
at school.

8/14/2021 8:54 PM

2433

1. Kids this age don't even wear masks correctly. Therfore, they are not even effective. 2.
Some charter schools didn't mask up young kids last year and didn't have outbreaks or more
cases than schools that masked. Show me the data. 3. We were told if we vaccinate, things
would go back to normal. Everyone over 12, which is the "at risk" age group have made their

8/14/2021 8:52 PM
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choice. 4. No going back to masking again!! The masks worn by the majority are not worn
correctly and are ineffective. There is zero point in wearing a mask that doesn't work.
2434

Mental health became an issue for many children last year, I truly believe masks has a lot to
do with that, children who have not developed good communication skill rely on facial
expressions. A reassuring smile from a teacher or fellow classmate is so important. I had to
put one of my daughters in online last year simply because she was coming home with terrible
headaches from wearing the mask all day. And for children with disabilities it’s purely isolating.
The numbers still do not indicate that this virus is a real threat to the children. Our children
need some normalcy, their mental health is suffering, suicide is taking far more of our
children’s lives than covid. My children have been so happy to be back in school this past
week, happier than they ever have been to be in school please don’t do something that will
change that.

8/14/2021 8:51 PM

2435

I write to you as a concerned parent of two young children. There has been a great deal of
heightened societal anxiety due to the recent surge of the new Delta COVID-19 variant and I
believe this fear is the only true driving factor of your forthcoming decision. I write this letter to
caution the health department on its upcoming decision, as it will set a future precedent and
you will effectively rob parents of their entitled right to make health decision for their children.
This decision should be tempered by factual data and research, not the reactionary policy of a
health department grasping at straws and instituting arbitrary policy not grounded in true
consideration for the second and third order effects for our children. COVID mortality rates
among children are still incredibly low and we still find the highest mortality rates among our
most vulnerable populations, the elderly and those with preexisting medical conditions. As the
COVID vaccination is readily available to all adults, and as rates of "breakthrough" COVID
cases increase, we must ask ourselves what will masking our children accomplish? There is
no evidence to suggest the virus effects children more negatively than adults and simple cloth
masking has been repeatedly dismissed by most infectious disease researchers as ineffective
unless a medical grade mask such as an N95 mask is utilized. Our children thrive on human
interaction and learn to develop the appropriate social skills particularly from facial
expressions. To date, there has been nearly no clinical research funded to examine the effects
of robbing children of this critical interaction and skill. As witnessed last year, masking and
isolation contributed disproportionately to depression issues within children. Any decision to
force children into masks will also see a commensurate rise in feelings of isolation and
hopelessness. Is the mental well-being of our children to be subordinated to the statistically
low chance a cloth mask will prevent transmission? There must be a realization at this point,
as COVID continues to mutate into new strains, that our battle against COVID will become
much like that of our efforts against Influenza, a constant struggle. COVID will continue to
adapt in much the same way the Flu adapts every year. It is true societal hubris to think our
society can “defeat” COVID, seeing as we have never “beat” the flu. Simply ordering our
children to wear a face covering that does not prevent transmission, but causes more
exposure due to the constant contact made with masks, will accomplish nothing and this board
knows that. A half gesture such as this is not only insulting in its simplicity, but is a clear
violation of a parent’s right to make informed health decisions for their children. As masking
has become a highly divisive and politicized issue, preserving the decision to parents is the
only appropriate course of action. I implore you to allow the decision to mask children remain
with the people most invested in a child’s health and future, their parents.

8/14/2021 8:49 PM

2436

We have all had 18 months to decide how to best protect our own health. Every student and
staff should be free to decide what is their level of risk and act accordingly. The majority of
students and staff have either recovered from covid, been vaccinated against Covid, or have
taken measures to strengthen their immune system. Taking away choice hurts mental health
and is far more deadly to our youth.

8/14/2021 8:49 PM

2437

Our children will not be wearing a mask in school.

8/14/2021 8:48 PM

2438

I do not feel like masks should be mandatory for children. The decision should be left up to the
individuals parents.

8/14/2021 8:46 PM

2439

No masks in schools. Leave up to parents discretion

8/14/2021 8:45 PM

2440

Outside of the people who could be compromised, no one needs to where a mask unless they
choose, especially children who learn from faces & have the highest survivability rates.

8/14/2021 8:45 PM

2441

As a parent with a child too young to vaccinate I am absolutely in support of masking in
situations when social distancing is difficult. I also support masking because I understand that

8/14/2021 8:44 PM
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some parents may be against vaccination in general and want my child and those who cannot
be vaccinated to be safe.
2442

I do not believe masks need to be worn by children or adults in the schools. I believe it is
doing more harm for the mental state of our children.

8/14/2021 8:42 PM

2443

There is nothing preventing those who wish to wear masks from doing so. Why would you
consider requiring all schools to mask when the statistics do not warrant this is needed? When
will we be allowed to make the choice for ourselves and our family?

8/14/2021 8:42 PM

2444

I absolutely do NOT consent in letting my 1st grade child wear a mask while at school. Can we
allow parents to make that decision on their own instead of mandating/requiring it? Mental
health has taken a huge hit the last 18 months and I’d prefer to let my child learn without a
mask on their face. I believe it’s important for the kids to be in-person because teachers are a
home away from home, they are doing more than educating our future. Please please
reconsider making this mandatory. I can’t even believe we’ve come back to this consideration
—more than half of the country is vaccinated. Our children deserve to get the same
experience we received as school-aged children.

8/14/2021 8:41 PM

2445

Hello- I have yet to hear or see actual data that would show that children are at a high risk of
contracting and suffering from Covid-19. I have, however, seen data that shows that when
children do contract this virus, their symptoms are that if a mild cold unless they have serious
preexisting conditions such a cancer. I will never, ever understand the need to scare our
children and force them to wear masks on their faces. There is ZERO science to prove the
need for this. Also- masks being worn, especially cloth masks offer any protection from the
virus. Medical grade masks also say right on the box that they DO NOT PREVENT the spread
of any virus or disease. Parents have the right to choose what is best for their families. My
students with parents who want their child in a mask, are wearing them. Others are not. This is
the United States- a free country. Enough is enough.

8/14/2021 8:40 PM

2446

No mask mandate and no vaccine mandate

8/14/2021 8:38 PM

2447

I believe that masking in school is the best way to keep our kids safe, especially those who
are unable or not old enough to be vaccinated. While masks may not prevent the virus 100%
of the time, it is an effective way to reduce any spread. This is especially important with winter
approaching. My son, 5, just started kindergarten and I am very concerned about him
contracting the virus. I hope you will move towards a universal mask policy.

8/14/2021 8:37 PM

2448

No mandatory masks please! Let us parents decide what is best for our our kids!

8/14/2021 8:36 PM

2449

No masks! We need to go forward not back!

8/14/2021 8:36 PM

2450

I am not in support of masking in schools! Enough is enough let the kids go to school
normally. If they don’t want to or don’t feel safe they can do remote learning. If they feel safe
let them go to school in a normal fashion without masks! People’s choice!

8/14/2021 8:35 PM

2451

Masks should be a family decision based on immunization status and health of each child.
Plus, I have a child in speech therapy and it is difficult for him to learn when masks are worn.

8/14/2021 8:33 PM

2452

Masking at this point is doing more harm than good for kids. Between the mental and
emotional health and even the dental health of kids (record numbers of root canals in children )
we are doing more harm than good. Please allow parents to make a choice about what their
children will do. They have done the research and have made decisions all summer as to when
and where (if at all) their children wear masks and they have been doing a great job. Please
allow us to continue doing just that!

8/14/2021 8:33 PM

2453

Absolutely in no way should something like covering a child’s face be mandatory! If you are
scared then stay home! It should be up to each parent how to parent their own children! My
child needs to breathe fresh air and have a normal working immune system! There is already
so much physiological damage that has been done because of the mandate last year and we
need to start repairing that. The kids don’t need to live in fear and cover their faces… that’s
NOT ok!

8/14/2021 8:33 PM

2454

I would prefer a universal mas mandate until vaccinations are available for all school age
children

8/14/2021 8:31 PM

2455

I do not want my kids to wear masks in school. We are vaccinated and one of my kids already
had the virus. A mask mandate does not provide any safety for my children. If others feel that
it does then they can choose to wear a mask for their own benefit. This decision should be a

8/14/2021 8:28 PM
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personal choice not a mandate for something that doesn’t provide any more safety for my
children.
2456

I am a public school teacher and a parent. Letting mob rule determine best health practices is
utterly insane. Most restaurants would gladly not to follow OSHA standards. That’s why they
are enforced. Most amusement parks would cut corners and let maintenance of rides falter if
there weren’t frequent inspections. It DOES NOT MATTER how vocal mask opponents are,
masks will save lives as COVID has become more dangerous for children. That is the only
thing that matters. Masks will save lives. As a teacher, it has been so frustrating to see what
limitations are created by masking kids, but I would rather have those hurdles in front of me,
than any single one student of mine, or my children, to be gone. This isn’t a hard decision.
Saving lives is more important than personal convenience. Please ignore the silly outrage of
mask opponents. The silencing of children’s voices who die because of COVID will be a much
more terrible sound.

8/14/2021 8:26 PM

2457

My kindie came home with wet masks last yeas. It was unsanitary and disgusting. Kids should
not be in masks all day.

8/14/2021 8:25 PM

2458

Please don't mandate masks. Our children deserve to see the faces of their peers, friends and
teachers. My daughter is hard of hearing and really struggles when having to hear people
speak through masks.

8/14/2021 8:23 PM

2459

No mask

8/14/2021 8:22 PM

2460

I would love to see a mask mandate for all kids.

8/14/2021 8:20 PM

2461

The delta variant is a much larger threat to our children. I would prefer kids who cannot be
vaccinated mask to protect eachother. There are immune compromised children, asthmatic
children and I think its our duty to protect them and create an environment where they can go
to school too.

8/14/2021 8:18 PM

2462

I’m truly torn on this topic. I don’t see how keeping masks on young children is helpful
considering their hygiene habits (typically). I feel like there will be much more face touching
with the mask on, increasing the risk. I do, however, see the benefit of the staff wearing
masks. Either way, I appreciate having a voice on this matter.

8/14/2021 8:17 PM

2463

Most children do not have the discipline to mask correctly, making this a difficult and fruitless
task for teachers and administrators. There is not a high risk among children, making this an
unnecessary and ineffective step, also there are negative side effects to masking including
increasing anxiety among children.

8/14/2021 8:17 PM

2464

Please mandate masks for our schools. When you left it up to the district's we ended up with
indoor assemblies with 2000+ students. Very few students or teachers/administration wear
masks at our elementary school. My six year old said to me "the pandemic is over." I said no
it isn't why do think it is? He said " Because I'm the only one wearing a mask in my class,"
Please protect our kids and put,in a mask mandate.

8/14/2021 8:17 PM

2465

Require masking in schools for 11 and under until the vaccine is available to kids and we reach
herd immunity (roughly 70%) in that population (or the whole population). After all, that's the
mark we used to release public masking mandates in the whole of society. Making masking a
parent choice brings politics and division into schools. Public health is science, not politics.
Masking by choice in this unvaccinated population makes it less effective b/c of the low rate
of adherence. Our kids are absolutely served better by being IN school. Masking has proven to
slow transmission, spread, and outbreaks.

8/14/2021 8:16 PM

2466

We do not support masking. Our youngest had a very hard time emotionally last year I'm
kindergarten. She was always afraid to not wear a mask, thinking she would make someone
deathly ill. Our 7th grader is pretty anti social now as she got used to masking up and not
making friendships. Our kids need normalcy this year and we need to express CHOICE. Your
body. Your choice. Individual school leadership needs to express anti-bullying and lead by
example. Mr. H. at Mammoth Heights did a great job of this. No bullying over mask wearing is
tolerated at all. Let's give our kids the chance at a normal school year. If covid cases in
schools rise, deal with it then. But give them the opportunity to grow socially this year. To be
clear: we support masking. I don't like how the below questions are worded. We do not support
MANDATORY masking.

8/14/2021 8:15 PM

2467

I am a mother of a DCSD high school student and am writing to advocate, just as our District
Superintendent has done, for a “return to normal” for our students. I am voicing my preference

8/14/2021 8:15 PM
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for NO MASK MANDATES moving forward. My hope is that Tri-County health will stand behind
the partnership in place with the Douglas County School District and uphold the original plan
offering a multi-layered mitigation strategy and returning choice and flexibility to families. I took
the time to watch the Town Hall with Superintendent Wise on August 4, during which Dr.
Douglas made the following remarks regarding imminent mask mandates: “…don’t anticipate
that happening in the near future…or for next several weeks” “…if multi-layers work effectively
and vaccination rates continue to go up…Douglas County is in a good place…if strategies are
kept at a high level…mask mandate is really quite low” “…personal responsibility is a value” It
was my understanding from this presentation that DCSD has worked partnership with TriCounty Health to deliver a plan in accordance with state and local guidelines and the plan was
supported and approved. While fluidity was reiterated, it was also stated that the district has a
“good plan” that should be implemented to see where it goes. The plan also allows for
individual preference and liability. Anyone who wants to wear a mask can and should. I also
spent time reviewing the Covid information on the Tri-County Health website and the data you
provide for Douglas County shows high vaccination rates, low cases and most importantly (and
thankfully), very low deaths and hospitalizations. Local data does not corroborate a perilous
situation that would necessitate a change in protocol. Why are you no longer willing to allow
schools the liberty to see how things progress? As you are aware, our Governor released our
state from “emergency status” and our community has been living and operating “freely” all
summer. Students may still go to the gym, the mall, the movies, attend concerts, vacation at
beach, attend the crowded MLB All-Star Game, spend days at Elitch’s, eat at restaurants,
practice with their sports teams –all unmasked –yet you are looking to impose a mask
mandate when they enter a school building only? This defies all logic. Plus, both the CDC and
state are not mandating masks, but instead have made them a strong recommendation --which
is exactly what the current plan follows. Like so many individuals, our family made the choice
to become vaccinated to avoid wearing the masks – it is unfair to punish the students for
following the course of action you most strongly suggest. I also find it unfair that many charter
and private schools were allowed to go unmasked last year (with little to no issues or
outbreaks) – yet the public schools were masked and even forced online. My personal inquiry
has also recognized that: - Data to support masking is grossly insufficient and inconclusive;
mask efficacy is highly debatable - Studies provide that mask mandates in schools do not
reduce transmission - The potential downfalls of masks include infection, headaches, speech
delays/impediments, and isolation - Improper masking is common and correct application is
difficult/unrealistic for young children - Children are at extremely low-risk of death or
hospitalization from Covid-19 (even the Delta variant) - Schools have not been found to drive
the spread of Covid-19 Forcing masks on our young population at this point is cruel,
senseless, and harmful. Please allow all our students to have a normal and productive school
year –help them turn the past year-and-a-half of loss around. This time has been challenging
for everyone and I know the decisions are difficult. I appreciate the opportunity to offer
feedback and I hope that you will adhere to allowing parents to make the choice that is best for
their children.
2468

It should be a person's/family's choice whether to wear a mask or not.

8/14/2021 8:14 PM

2469

I believe there should be a mandate requiring all students, teachers, parents, and anyone else
in or near the schools wear masks. In addition, I believe all persons age twelve and over
should be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:11 PM

2470

The state of Colorado only required masks for ages 11 and up last year, due to the fact that
Covid does not have a significant impact on the overwhelming majority of young children.
Given that evidence, and the fact that masks are not developmentally appropriate or even worn
effectively by young children, and because of the significant rise in anxiety and depression,
please DO NOT mandate masking for kids.

8/14/2021 8:10 PM

2471

Children SHOULD NOT BE IN MASKS!!!! Show the science!!!! Can show why masks DONT
WORK!!! What masks are creating is mental and emotional abuse for your children! NO
MASKS!!!

8/14/2021 8:09 PM

2472

Children under 18 (25 actually) are statistically at zero risk of having a severe case of Covid
19. There is ZERO evidence that masking even reduces the speed of covid 19, but RSV
among children from masking is up. Mask mandates are not a scientific decision, it’s a
political decision.

8/14/2021 8:04 PM

2473

"The CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors
to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person
learning with layered prevention strategies in place." This does not have to mean all school

8/14/2021 8:02 PM
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year long. If these mitigation strategies are put in place, and people who are eligible for
vaccination get their immunization via one of the approved COVID vaccines, the universal
mask wearing will be temporary once the surge in cases drops. Let's follow the science! Thank
you.
2474

We want the mask mandate to include charter schools such as American academy

8/14/2021 8:02 PM

2475

A K-12 universal mask mandate regardless of vaccination status is desperately needed for
schools, as part of the layered preventative measures already proven to mitigate the spread of
Covid-19. Masks are a part of the best evidence based practices per the CDC, AAP, CDPHE,
and Tri-County Health. While parents like myself appreciate the opportunity to advocate on
behalf of our children for their health and safety, the scientific evidence needed to make the
decision to enact universal masking is already abundantly clear— and Tri-County Health
should act immediately. Our community needs Tri-County Health to stand firmly in the truth,
and fulfill its duty to public health by upholding best practices. Our community is counting on
this to keep school students, staff, and their families safe. This costs nothing and the benefits
are lifesaving. The AAP Colorado Chapter is urging immediate action to enact universal
masking for all Colorado schools and childcare settings. AAP-CO Chapter President Dr.
Maynard states: “Colorado students need access to safe, uninterrupted learning this school
year. The time has come for statewide action to make that happen. The current patchwork of
school policies across the state will result in more COVID-19 cases, more transmission of the
virus, more quarantines, and repeated school closures.” Colorado is experiencing a surge in
COVID-19 cases of the highly contagious Delta variant, which is making its way across the
country. Nationwide and here locally, we can see the increased infection and hospitalization of
pediatric patients. Increases in infections, hospitalizations, and deaths have concerned
medical and educational professionals, who wish to bring – and keep – children back into
classrooms while minimizing the risk of a COVID-19 outbreak. Tri-County Health must be
proactive immediately in preventing the spread of Covid-19. We need leadership that stands
firm in truth and cuts through division to uphold best health practices. Our children deserve a
safe and equitable learning environment. The recommended practices are NOT being adhered
to, both by many students and staff. Currently we are failing kids with gross negligence
resulting in the spread of a deadly disease. This is a detriment to both mental and physical
health, as well as academic achievement. Please join the schools and colleges which have
already mandated masks. On behalf our family, my 4 children, and for the sake of the entire
community, we urge Tri-County Health to act swiftly to protect and save lives with a universal
mask mandate. Thank you.

8/14/2021 8:02 PM

2476

The mask mandate should include charter schools such as American Academy.

8/14/2021 8:02 PM

2477

I agree with universal masking in all school settings until a vaccine is available for all children.
My daughter has been wearing a mask in the first grade all week. There are only a handful of
children wearing a mask. Parents have rights but not when it is a public health issue during a
pandemic. Safety is the priority. CDC and American Pediatric Association recommend masks
for all children in schools- what are we waiting for? Why it is only “strongly recommended?”
This isn’t a political issue - it is a science and public health safety issue. Universal masking is
a must.

8/14/2021 8:01 PM

2478

Everyone is so interested in “following the science” but the science has all along supported
masks do nothing and that kids aren’t effected like adults are in this pandemic. I’m so sick of
this propaganda and our children do not deserve this.

8/14/2021 7:59 PM

2479

Please follow the cdc guidance that masks for 11 and under be mandatory and for all non
vaccinated individuals. Also, should be mandatory during red warning for transmission levels.
Consideration should be made for Ada required exemption with Dr note. Parents should not
make public health decisions

8/14/2021 7:59 PM

2480

I don’t like how a mask can represent so many different viewpoints and be a reason to judge.

8/14/2021 7:59 PM

2481

I absolutely DO NOT support mask. There is no proof it works and it absolutely destroys our
children’s interactions with fellow students.

8/14/2021 7:58 PM

2482

I petition for masks to be worn in the schools again. It provides the added protection to the
students and staff. In order for the children to remain in school full time the entire school year
this will help to mitigate when exposures happens and streamline that process. Safety First for
all Students Facility and Families. Thank you.

8/14/2021 7:50 PM

2483

We do not want to go back to masks.

8/14/2021 7:49 PM
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2484

Please do not require children another year of interrupted learning socially and academically.
My children will have three years of school effected by these protocols. These are critical
formative years for children. There is no difference between people going to restaurants and
unmasking at tables to eat and children in a classroom together. This has to stop. My oldest is
in weekly therapy because of mask and school restrictions. Our children who are the least
effected by covid are being most effected with suicidal incidents and ideations. Life has to
resume. Please stop the madness and mandates. People who are not comfortable with it can
educate and protect their children as they see fit.

8/14/2021 7:49 PM

2485

This article highlights numerous scientific studies showing masks don’t work and actually harm
our children. That is if you care about science. You only seem to care about the popular vote
currently. https://swprs.org/face-masks-evidence/

8/14/2021 7:48 PM

2486

I am nit in favor of masks being required.

8/14/2021 7:44 PM

2487

I want parents to have choice. I do not want my children wearing masks at school.

8/14/2021 7:41 PM

2488

My kids have asthma and masks are hard. In addition my daughter is allergic to vaccines😕
My husband and I are vaccinated.

8/14/2021 7:39 PM

2489

Why is everyone making this an all or nothing option? For example, the following question
doesn't allow for non-universal masking. Shouldn't we be able to make the choice that is most
appropriate for us and our families? "Universal" masking is not a perfect solution and WILL
NOT guarantee that there will be no infections. It shouldn't surprise anyone that kids
sometimes get sick. The facts are that even when infected the likelihood of serious illness or
death for children is virtually zero. Yes, every death is tragic, but how many kids die each year
from influenza or other infections? Not to mention accidents or even chronic diseases such as
cancer or lupus. STOP trying to get zero risk. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE.

8/14/2021 7:38 PM

2490

Masking is annoying, but if it prevents in person learning from being disrupted by mitigating
positive tests and quarantining at home, like has happened with my child’s daycare for two
weeks in a row now, it would be much much preferable to not masking. If a given facility can
reach 85% or higher vaccination for all students and staff, or if community spread drops down
to low levels, on the order of 1 or less per 100k, then I would feel like universal masking would
no longer be necessary.

8/14/2021 7:38 PM

2491

No masks for our k-12!!

8/14/2021 7:35 PM

2492

As an ICU nurse, I have dealt first hand with the Covid pandemic since the beginning. I see
this 4th surge as our opportunity, as a society, to mitigate some of the potential illness, pain,
and death. We have the means to make a difference this time - vaccines - and we know what
interventions work for slowing and/or limiting the spread of the virus. The evidence is clear universal masking works. But ONLY if everyone participates. Is it fun? No. Are we tired of
wearing masks? Yes. Are they a proven means for keeping our most vulnerable safer? YES.
The virus is aiming for the youngest in our midst this time - the very group who cannot be
vaccinated at the present - those younger than 12. It is our responsibility to protect them. But
this only works if we band together, take the responsibility seriously, and step up for our
children. I can see the future - it is in Florida and Louisiana and Tennessee. What is happening
in those states now WILL find it way to our doorstep. But we have a window of opportunity
NOW to head off the disaster we can all see. If we are brave enough; if we are strong enough;
if we are kind enough. Our children deserve the very best we can give. Let’s prove to them that
we can rise to the occasion.

8/14/2021 7:35 PM

2493

We elected our County Representatives to speak on our behalf listen to the voting voices

8/14/2021 7:34 PM

2494

NO MASKS for our children

8/14/2021 7:32 PM

2495

My girls want to wear masks and they are all vaccinated. Their mom works in a hospital and is
seeing more and more cases. They are terrified about being bullied.

8/14/2021 7:32 PM

2496

Children have an incredibly low chance of serious illness or death due to Covid-19. No different
than the flu or ay other common disease. Masks suffocate our kids by forcing them to recycle
high levels of carbon dioxide. And most importantly, masks do not stop transmission of Covid19. Kids are constantly pulling on a mask and touching their face because of the mask...
which makes transmission more likely.

8/14/2021 7:31 PM

2497

Please please please REQUIRE masking for all kids and staff. I also dearly want mandated
COVID vaccines for all students and staff.

8/14/2021 7:29 PM
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2498

If the mask mandate comes into effect my son will be pulled from school and not attend
kindergarten at Larkspur Elementary. This mandate would create an environment not
conducive to proper socialization or learning for any 5 year old child. We will find an alternative
learning environment for our son.

8/14/2021 7:28 PM

2499

Please do not make the students wear a mask. Keep it the way it is. Highly recommended but
not mandatory. I support optional masking.

8/14/2021 7:27 PM

2500

Elementary school kids cannot get vaccinated. It is gross negligence not to take precautions
(recommended by the CDC and all reputable medical experts). Further, Delta is transmittable
by vaccinated individuals. Wearing a mask is annoying, but it is not harmful. Covid is harmful.
While the choice has become political, it is an easy choice to require masks.

8/14/2021 7:27 PM

2501

I want masks

8/14/2021 7:24 PM

2502

The fact that Douglas county has not taken the pandemic seriously is appalling to me. There is
no reason to make wearing a mask political. We are the only country in the world that has
made it political. Last year kids had the opportunity to stay home and do online learning if they
either didn't want to wear a mask or if they weren't comfortable being around other people. My
son will be going to preschool this year and I know he needs to go but it scares me with the
Delta variant out there. Right now kids can't get vaccinated so their safety depends on
everyone wearing masks inside. If there isn't a mask mandate in schools then kids are going
to get sick.

8/14/2021 7:23 PM

2503

My 9 year-old daughter started 4th grade last week (August 9th) under Douglas County School
District's protocols that include "recommended" use of masks. I was highly distressed to find
out that, in her class of approximately 30 students , there were only a few students wearing a
mask. Every morning last week, as I dropped her off at school, I anxiously observed the vast
majority of (elementary school) students walking into the building without a mask. While I am
not an expert, I understand that unmasked indoor gatherings, particularly for an age group that
is 0 percent vaccinated, is contrary to scientific guidelines. Without requiring masking indoors
in schools, our young children (and other people in the community that are not fully protected
by the vaccines) are put at a higher risk of infection, hospitalization, and death. This risk can
be reduced by the required use of masks within schools. It only seems fair to require masking
in schools until our young children have the opportunity to be vaccinated. This is not a
permanent requirement. The vaccine will eventually be available for this age group, but I
understand it will take a little more time. We need your help to buy us a little more time!

8/14/2021 7:23 PM

2504

I do no agree completely with no masks ever, I feel this was closest to my belief. I don’t
believe masks are necessary until we see that there is transmission through the school and
not just outside coming in. Kids may be getting it more, but the illness does not seem too bee
severe.

8/14/2021 7:22 PM

2505

I absolutely do not agree with making the children wear a mask. If the parents are worried, let
their kids wear a mask, but don’t mandate it for anyone!

8/14/2021 7:22 PM

2506

Kids have faced too much over the past 2 years. Their ability to recover from Covid is high and
most teachers are vaccinated, so they should also be fine.

8/14/2021 7:21 PM

2507

Given the research I have seen regarding the severity with which Covid effects children being
very low, I feel the benefits of requiring masking in schools do not outweigh the negatives. I
feel it should be a parent’s choice in how they manage the health and well being of their
children (outside of abuse or neglect) and that should a parent decide that masking is good for
their child/family then they can choose to do so.

8/14/2021 7:21 PM

2508

NO masks!!

8/14/2021 7:21 PM

2509

No masks. Follow the science. There are ample medical research reports that masks are
ineffective against viruses. They are counter productive, especially for children, as they cause
rebreathing of bacteria laden air and CO2. No mandatory experimental gene inoculation. Follow
the science AND the money. The Nürnberg Code prohibits administration of experimental
medicines within the full informed consent of the subject. This experimental gene therapy will
take years of testing to determine long term side effects. Already we see young men
developing heart disease and young women becoming potentially sterile. Some recipients have
developed severe neural disabilities.

8/14/2021 7:21 PM

2510

I believe we should have the freedom to choose what is best for our families and our children.
It’s the beauty of living in a free country. There should be no mandates.

8/14/2021 7:21 PM
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2511

The decision to have students and teachers needs to be left up to the local school district.

8/14/2021 7:20 PM

2512

It is completely unhealthy for our kids to wear masks at school. I completely oppose any mask
mandate!

8/14/2021 7:20 PM

2513

I as a parent of an elementary school student would FULLY Support a mask mandate in
schools where children under the age of 12yrs old are present! Because of the fact that they
are Ineligible for the vaccine and are unprotected! It only makes sense to protect them in the
means that has proven to be effective! Masks! We must do everything we can to primarily
protect our kids and provide the opportunity for them to Stay In School! Please implement
masks in all schools where students are present whom are under 12yrs old! Thank you!

8/14/2021 7:16 PM

2514

I am a 5th grade teacher. Some students are wearing masks and some aren’t. All of the
students are accepting of others who do or do not wear a mask. It should be an individual
decision.

8/14/2021 7:16 PM

2515

Please mandate masks. I work in a hospital and concerned about the safety of our children

8/14/2021 7:11 PM

2516

We strongly support the families right to choose!

8/14/2021 7:10 PM

2517

There is zero reason to mask up children. You know and I know it. Get a spine and stop
spreading fear. Time to get back to life.

8/14/2021 7:09 PM

2518

Makes no sense to mask up when all the kids hangout together outside with no masks

8/14/2021 7:09 PM

2519

Masks do not work...masks hurt children. My son gets heartburn whenever he wears one. The
kids are not getting correct oxygen and considering the low % of death rates from this virus, I
believe masks are doing more harm than good.

8/14/2021 7:08 PM

2520

I am against the mandate of masks in our schools. Studies have shown that masks cause
people, especially children, to touch their face more, and touching one’s face increases risk of
infection. It is also knows that children under 15 were about half as likely as adults to be
infected, and only half as likely as adults to transmit the virus to others. Almost all the
coronavirus transmissions to children came from adults. Because Douglas County is over 70%
vaccinated, there is no logical reason to put this mandate back into place.

8/14/2021 7:06 PM

2521

I would prefer people to wear masks indoor. Everyone is getting g very close to each other in
the classroom

8/14/2021 7:04 PM

2522

Masks inhibit communication by obfuscating voices and expressions. They also reduce the
ability of kids to socialize and recognize emotions and feelings. They depersonalize the
learning environment. Children should be free to choose to mask if they feel it is important, but
they should also be able to not mask.

8/14/2021 7:03 PM

2523

Mandating masking is a violation of civil liberties. If you are going to mandate it better be
backed with factual data. Douglas County should have followed through with the expulsion of
the TRI COUNTY health department. We the people have already gone through the ringer with
your hip fire judgment calls and we won't support it anymore in douglas county.

8/14/2021 7:01 PM

2524

We don’t need more rules, we need to be able to choose what is best for our family

8/14/2021 6:56 PM

2525

Based on the current Covid survival rate of 99.97% for children 0-18 based on CDC numbers I
see no reason why children’s school experience should be altered by masks, quarantines, or
any other measures.

8/14/2021 6:56 PM

2526

We will not mask any of our children regardless of what the health department decides. If you
refuse to educate my children because they won’t wear a mask then I will make it a legal
matter.

8/14/2021 6:55 PM

2527

I was a sub, last year, in my daughters school. Masking was required for kids 11 and up.
Compliance was non-existent. I observed kids in all grades (K through 12) doing everything
you can dream up with those masks…..other than wearing them appropriately, in addition….the
majority of kids didn’t seem to be wearing a clean mask each day….some kids showed up at
school every day for weeks with the same dirty mask in tow…..and I just don’t know that these
practices aren’t doing more harm than good.

8/14/2021 6:50 PM

2528

Our 4th and 2nd graders have had a fantastic first week of school, but have become
increasingly aware that this year may look like the last and they are distraught. When asked
about wearing a mask my 9 year old replies that they make her feel as though she is going to
throw up, they smell and she can't breathe. The mask makes it hard to concentrate. My 7 year

8/14/2021 6:49 PM
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old replies that the mask bothers her face because it rubs her nose or slips off her face. When
I counter with schooling them at home if a mask is mandated they both burst into tears.
IMMEDIATE TEARS. We have put so much burden and pressure on these children for over
two years, my 2nd grader has YET to have a "normal" school year. The scars we are leaving
behind both emotional and educational will follow these children for the REST OF THEIR
LIVES. These are not 2021/2022 decisions - these are lifetime decisions. Haven't we upended
their lives enough? I have added a links below that offers several studies on the effectiveness
of masks on children (I am sure you have seen this or one similar). I am in NO way wanting to
take away or deny another parent's wish to send their child in a mask, just simply demanding
the same opportunity to send mine without. After 18 months of watching my children be
burdened with the decisions of others and then BEAT COVID themselves in April of 2021 I am
finished sending them to school in masks. LINKS: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/47studies-confirm-inefectiveness-of-masks-for-covid-and-32-more-confirm-their-negative-healtheffects/?fbclid=IwAR1jeAI5rwK6vSxyqv0xS8ewOZjTyWe3YvFMnjYMf2kGYsK_TLczOJ8wvsE
https://rationalground.com/masks-children-and-covid-19-published-studies/?
fbclid=IwAR288aibyaGnnTurwiXYVOJs8FnwWVsu7aT52m5JOPO6dIgOkJ64qTJrWu0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13z70s_-8zI9l7YCbs1ZUUtUelFs5xwNnTIn4Gv71bo/edit?
fbclid=IwAR26rKdP2fJMZrbPEoBDhbVDmKElp6PRh7XWouOkFQkhyL-kyWaRftphth4 I fear
that if we continue to change the bar we will NEVER give these children a normal childhood,
thus creating a population of adults who are scared, untrusting and disconnected from each
other. What are we waiting for the case numbers to be? Zero? No risk for these LOW RISK
kids? That is unrealistic and unfair to these CHILDREN. There will always be a variant,
something to fear or a change with this virus because that is the nature of viruses. To continue
only considering the direct effects of the virus itself is short sighted, and a ONE SIZE FITS
ALL APPROACH NO LONGER WORKS. In regards to your reasons of potentially mandating
masks: Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing - ADULTS
SHOULD BE VACCINATED BY NOW - I HAD COVID AND STILL WAS VACCINATED FOR
MY KIDS (WHO ALL HAD IT AND RECOVERED) Potential impact on secondary spread DEATH COUNTS ARE DOWN, PEOPLE GET SICK. I WAS IN A LOCAL RESTAURANT
LAST NIGHT AND IT WAS BRIMMING WITH UNMASKED PEOPLE. Enhanced in-person
learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks) - SEVEN HOURS IN A MASK FOR A 3
-11 YEAR OLD IS RIDICULOUS AND IMPAIRS THEIR LEARNING AND ABILITY TO LEARN
THROUGH NON VERBAL COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL CUES Could reduce mental
health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school
disruption - BULLING IS BULLING...THE MENTAL HEALTH OF ALL OUR KIDS IS AT
STAKE. ZERO TOLERANCE OF ANY BULLING IS THE JOB OF SCHOOL ADMIN. NOT A
TCHD ISSUE OUR EXCUSE TO MANDATE MASKS. HOLD THE LINE, these students and
the ones that follow.
2529

As a nurse, I’m well aware of the devastation of Covid. I also personally know the to Covid has
done with mental health. More effort needs to be out into education - not mandates.
Demanding people put their kids on masks is going to fail. Parents need to feel a little bit of
control - something that’s been taken away over this last 1 1/2 years.

8/14/2021 6:47 PM

2530

Masks should be an individual choice.

8/14/2021 6:46 PM

2531

It’s well known that cloth masks protect very little, if any against the virus. The media and
government continue to scare the public and I guess we should just live in fear for the rest of
our lives. To mask young healthy children in school for a entire day is ridiculous. The risk of a
healthy adult dying from covid is slim, the risk of a child dying is even smaller. Those who are
at risk should have a choice to mask themselves or just stay home if they so choose. If the
board decides to masks children, then they should do the same. I want to see a board member
running along side and active child or young adult with a mask on, during a sporting event!

8/14/2021 6:44 PM

2532

Allow parents to choose what is best for their children. If people want to mask, that is fine.
More children die of they flu than COVID yet you have never mandated masks before. Enough
time has gone by now even after Delta that we are still not seeing deaths at any significant
rate. Kids are more hurt by masks than COVID, even with Delta.

8/14/2021 6:44 PM

2533

I strongly support masking at our elementary schools for all students and staff and volunteers.
We are seeing pediatric ICUs full capacity in a few states now. My child has a lung disease
which according to his pulmonologist puts him at increased risk of being hospitalized if he
catches covid. He wears a mask everywhere. However, he deals with peer pressure from kids
in his class for wearing a mask. We did elearning all last year to keep him safe. But he needs
the social interaction as well and being in person is good for him. Masks by all protect all. Last

8/14/2021 6:43 PM
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year when vaccine wasn’t available, masking and quarantines were done and worked well. So
why now when vaccine is still not available for our elementary kids, are masks not required in
the elementary schools? Are we saying they aren’t as important? They don’t matter? I think
we’re sending the wrong message to our kids. Let’s be role models and protect them too!
2534

As a parent of four children under age 12, unable to receive the vaccine, I would like to see
masks mandated in the classrooms to protect children until there is sufficient time to
vaccinate the children that can be vaccinated. With the highly spreadable variant, and no
public mask mandate, we need to keep children in school and the best way to do that is to
follow the evidence of mask wearing. While it’s not ideal, it is what needs to be done prior to
the availability of a vaccine for this age group.

8/14/2021 6:42 PM

2535

It is ridiculous to think a 5 year old should and or could wear a mask for any period of time, but
all day. My child will not attend school during a mask mandated situation.

8/14/2021 6:41 PM

2536

Please enough!! Kids need to breathe and let their lungs develop!! They need to see each
other’s faces!! They need to smile and be smiled at!! Enough!! They need to live normally.

8/14/2021 6:40 PM

2537

I believe it should be the choice of the student and family if they choose to mask. Masking
children has caused additional harm to their health.

8/14/2021 6:40 PM

2538

Please make every staff and student to wear a mask till we can all be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 6:39 PM

2539

Until younger children can get vaccinated we need to protect the younger children. We also
have a population that is not vaccinated with the older children and we just don’t know the
percentage who are vaccinated. We need to keep kids in school the whole year and we need to
protect them with simple measures that we know work. We need to protect our teachers as
well. With the lack of quarantine required in our district right now I believe we are going to have
more cases that threaten our school year.

8/14/2021 6:37 PM

2540

Leave the masking of kids decision to the parents! This decision should not be made by
strangers and we all should be able to make the correct decision for our family, not forced.

8/14/2021 6:37 PM

2541

There are actual studies showing the CO2 in the masks is horrible for children! This is 100%
not acceptable! Parents should be able to choose for their own children!!!!

8/14/2021 6:37 PM

2542

It is beyond comprehension that we would send children who are too young to be vaccinated
against COVID back to school without mandatory masking. While CO is not in the predicament
of some other states (yet), nonetheless our numbers are rising as well. We simply have to do
all we can to prevent the calamity that is befalling many districts in other areas of the country.
Further, even vaccinated individuals can wind up with breakthrough infections. We must
institute mandatory masking of everyone at school (teachers, staff & students) along with
continuance of other mitigation measures such as social distancing, sanitizer/handwashing &
quarantining as necessary.

8/14/2021 6:36 PM

2543

I am 100% in full support of mandating masks for all school age children. My children have
been remote learning for the last year and a half because there have been no substantial
precautions in place to protect them (They are under age 11 and have not had masks required
in school). Remote learning is no longer an option at our school. My kids are wearing masks in
order to return to in person learning, but they are the minority and will certainly be teased. We
already got glares and eye rolls from both parents and staff at the school during the meet the
teacher evening. I don't even understand why this subject is up for debate. The health experts
have spoken. Kids are at risk and the way to keep them safe and in schools is by wearing
masks. PLEASE make your decision based on what's best for our children.

8/14/2021 6:33 PM

2544

Masks don’t work so stop with this knee jerk following along with the propaganda being
spewed. Don’t only listen to those who say they do. You are harming our children and dividing
a nation enough

8/14/2021 6:33 PM

2545

Kids who are not vaccinated for Covid should wear a mask inside the school setting. We want
our kids to have a safe and healthy environment.

8/14/2021 6:31 PM

2546

A mask is a small ask to keep our kids safe

8/14/2021 6:30 PM

2547

You know you are going to end up muzzling the kids so why are you going through this
exercise? You guys are pathetic.

8/14/2021 6:28 PM

2548

This is a violation of our 1st Amendment rights. Every individual has the right to protect
themselves from disease as they so choose. Let us, a as free American's choose whether to

8/14/2021 6:27 PM
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wear a mask or not. That includes staff as well. If this truly was a national crisis, then we
wouldn't have to be told what to do, we could see it for ourselves and make the right decision
that is for us and our family. Please do not tell us what to do. Please continue to stand for the
freedom that we have all come to love and expect about being an American.
2549

I am very concerned about the mental health of my children and how much the limited social
interaction has negatively impacted them. They need to see people, interact with people and
be able to read facial cues. Masks make people feel isolated and discourage friendliness. I am
way more worried about their mental health, the science says kids are able to fight off this
illness from a physical standpoint but unable to fight off the mental illness that’s going to come
from being unable to properly interact with their friends and teachers.

8/14/2021 6:25 PM

2550

I do not support masks, if the school board mandates them you will all be replaced at the next
election. Statics prove kids are 99.9% safe and masks are filthy.

8/14/2021 6:23 PM

2551

Thank you for reading my comments. As an elementary general music teacher, I see every
one of the 350+ students in my building. I feel deeply committed to and responsible for my
students (every single one of them), while they are in my care at school. I feel VERY
uncomfortable with the current situation. Encouraging/recommending children wear masks is
not enough. The political nature of the current climate (which I am sure I don’t need to tell you)
is so divisive that school districts are doing very little to “encourage” or “recommend”. I have
been raising my voice in protest but the response has been very clear: we will not do anything
that could engender the backlash of the community. District administration is hesitant to even
mention the word “Covid”! This is not the way to support the health (both physical and
emotional) of our kids and families. You know as well as I, when you present a set of
guidelines that are different from the guidelines and recommendations from both the CDC and
AAP, you create confusion and anxiety. As a teacher, it is a terrible environment to teach in. I
appreciate that you have a difficult job and know you likely recognize the difficulties of mine. I
depend on you to make sound health recommendations and mandates (when you discover that
people are not following the recommendations.) You can expect me to support my students,
families and school community to carry these out. I am asking for your help. Unfortunately, in
Douglas County, very, very few are following your recommendations. The problem is that
people overwhelmingly are making risky health decisions on behalf of small children. This is
where our jobs overlap. You set guidelines and I will help students and the community to follow
them. I am concerned that not having a mandate will not only needlessly endanger children, it
will make it harder for all of them (and school staff as well) to move to more restrictive
practices and eventually force you to bring back quarantining which will cause disruptions to
learning. Even our youngest students (including those with significant disabilities) are capable
of wearing masks with the genuine encouragement of staff and the requirement from district
leaders. I implore you to center the health of our children over the roar of those who rail against
what is best. You have my heartfelt gratitude.

8/14/2021 6:23 PM

2552

I believe we should promote and embrace the value of Freedom of Choice that this great
Nation was born upon...we push for so many other rights...why do we pick and choose which
was we think are worthy of freedom?

8/14/2021 6:22 PM

2553

No more masks. If you all are hell bent on this then require for non vaccinated.

8/14/2021 6:22 PM

2554

Personal choice and freedom. Parents decide what is best for their kids.

8/14/2021 6:21 PM

2555

I do not support our students being required to wear mask in the classrooms and on school
grounds. The mask are not enough of a shield against the virus and when not kept clean carry
many harmful bacteria.

8/14/2021 6:20 PM

2556

The fact that there is mask bullying towards the 10 % or so who are masking, is all that needs
to be said. How is this political? Wear the masks to slow the spread. Mandate masks for all
grade levels per the CDC’s recommendation. What’s the holdup?

8/14/2021 6:20 PM

2557

THE MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS AND PUBLIC HEALTH LEADERS HAVE GIVEN A LOT
OF BAD ADVICE ON THE VIRUS, AND CAUSE A LOT OF NEEDLESS ECONOMIC AND
EMOTIONAL SUFFERING. I KNOW YOU ARE WORKING HARED AND HAVE GOOD
INTENTIONS, BUT YOU NEED TO STOP PUNISHING THE CITIZENS. NO MASK
MANDATE FOR ADULTS OR STUDENTS.

8/14/2021 6:19 PM

2558

Wondering if they’ll put out a mandate on children of a certain BMI not being able to have ice
cream, sugary drinks etc? Will they mandate exercise as the data shows those most affected
by Covid are overweight and those who exercise regularly are less likely to get Covid? Will

8/14/2021 6:18 PM
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they have police walking around knocking cigarettes and sodas out of peoples hands because
those are worse risk factors then not wearing a mask. Just curious?
2559

There is no need for masking at schools. It hurts our children socially, emotionally and
developmentally, not to mention that it just doesn’t work. No one is asking those who want to
wear masks to stop masking their kids. Knock yourselves out if that makes you feel better.
Leave the decision up to parents who know their own childrens ’ needs.

8/14/2021 6:18 PM

2560

Please do NOT require mask wearing at the high school level for teachers or students. Leave it
optional.

8/14/2021 6:17 PM

2561

The paper and cloth masks that kids wear don’t provide the “protection” people claim that they
do. There is not point to having kids wear them.

8/14/2021 6:17 PM

2562

Please mandate masks for all elementary schools in DC.

8/14/2021 6:14 PM

2563

Please adopt a mask mandate again. People are ignoring the strong recommendations for
masks. You can find proof on all of Douglas County School Districts Facebook page. We have
post after post after post of non masked assemblys. Our district leaders, teachers and
administration are NOT leading by example. While their may be some wearing masks, I've yet
to see any. This is again flaunted on DCSD facebook. We see Principals posing with Corey
Wise at several schools without masking. My 3 girls have all stated that they are the only ones
in their classes with masks. They are worried about sitting next to sniffly, coughing class
mates. One of my kids has extreme anxiety and being the only masked kid increases her
anxiety. She is worried about bringing it home to her little sisters who are not old enough for the
vaccine. A mask mandate is the only way to help protect those that can not get the vaccine.

8/14/2021 6:14 PM

2564

I do not support masking schools. It is MY choice as a parent and an American to have the
right to choose. If others wish to do so then they can mask their children, don’t force the rest
of us to do so.

8/14/2021 6:13 PM

2565

Masks reduce the spread of the delta virus and allow children a safer learning environment,
especially younger children who are not yet eligible for the vaccine.

8/14/2021 6:13 PM

2566

Without the option for a vaccine, masks are the only option to offer protection to children in
what is unquestionably the worst public health crisis of our lifetimes. One a vaccine is
available to children, then it can be up to individual choice.

8/14/2021 6:13 PM

2567

I don’t feel masks stop the virus.

8/14/2021 6:12 PM

2568

As with life, the flu, and even the common cold, there is no guarantee that will prevent us from
contracting an illness, even if we have the latest vaccines and follow a healthy lifestyle. Some
people think that wearing a mask is a catch-all defense against the coronavirus, which is really
quite similar to the flu. Yes, you could die from Covid-19, but you could easily never contract it
too. Similarly, you could die from the flu, or you could easily survive it. At the same time,
many people ignore the consequences of wearing masks. It is not healthy for anyone to be
breathing in their own oxygen for hours every day. Forcing people and children to wear masks
could further contribute to their already delicate environment given what we've all been through
the last 18 months. We should be more concerned with trying to get back to normal than
establishing a new normal to be followed forevermore. Life is full of risks, not wearing a mask
is just another one of them. My stance is that it should be a choice, not a mandate, to wear a
mask or not; just as I believe it should be a choice to get vaccinated or not. Our family has
been vaccinated; so I think at minimum, kids who have been vaccinated should not be forced
to wear masks. If they still want to then that should be there choice. There might be a case for
enforcing those who haven't been vaccinated to wear masks. Part of me feels like while they
have a choice not to get vaccinated then they should deal with having to wear a mask. Given
the choice between being vaccinated or wearing a mask all the time they may choose to get
vaccinated, which is really what this is about--getting everybody vaccinated. I guess I wouldn't
have a problem with setting such a precedent: get vaccinated or wear a mask, and I would
certainly rather take such a road than to just make everybody wear masks all of the time
regardless. Still, I'm more concerned with getting our kids back to normal and let them
continue to deal with such things as the flu and the common cold as we always have, which is
something that's just part of life and not likely something that the kids will die from.

8/14/2021 6:11 PM

2569

I support no masking for vaccinated students. Unvaccinated students should have an option to
wear masks.

8/14/2021 6:11 PM

2570

Masking of minors should 100% be the decision of the parents.

8/14/2021 6:11 PM
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2571

We must make every effort to control the spread of Covid-19, including 100% masking and
social distancing in schools. As hospitals fill in the south we must embrace measures to
prevent this here. If we truly want to keep children in school as much as possible this year we
must follow the science and be proactive. It’s sad that so many have made these simple, life
saving strategies so political and I appreciate your efforts to ease them into understanding but
please help keep our kids and community safe.

8/14/2021 6:08 PM

2572

This is a deadly virus. I do not like that my children are guinea pigs and that we are just
waiting to see IF there will be an outbreak. It is nice to get back to normal but easing into it
with masks seems a whole lot safer. Wearing masks is a whole lot better than
"homeschooling" again.

8/14/2021 6:08 PM

2573

We have been vaccinated, but we wear our masks inside buildings and around unvaccinated
because we are trying to protect our grandchildren, which obviously schools, school board
members are not trying to do. Our children and grandchildren also have rights and it is their
right not to get covid, but for some reason, be it political or just selfishness, some just don’t
care about their rights. As parents and grandparents we must set good examples and some
are not….we inflict our beliefs and prejudices upon our children/grandchildren without
considering the consequences.

8/14/2021 6:08 PM

2574

Please require masks.

8/14/2021 6:05 PM

2575

Nursing homes with high risk 90 year olds are not requiring masks. Schools with healthy
children should Absolutely NOT be requiring masks. The science does not support kids
requiring masks. Our children have suffered enough.

8/14/2021 6:05 PM

2576

I believe wearing a mask is a personal choice and should not be mandated one way or the
other. A vaccine exists and people can chose to get it or not, and thus the choice to wear a
mask if they want to and they believe it helps. Enough of the hypocrisy and moving the goal
posts back just because people are to afraid to make a health decision. Furthermore, the
choices for question 4 are unfair and are making people answer for either a full mask mandate
or no masks at all. As stated previously, people should be provided a choice on whether they
want to wear a mask or not. I will not answer that question because you do not provide all
encompassing answers.

8/14/2021 6:05 PM

2577

Multiple studies shown not only that masks are ineffective against a virus, but that children are
at very low risk from Covid. More concerning is the damage done to their emotional and social
development. Preliminary findings by U.S. researchers also suggest that children born during
the shutdown show lower IQ scores, in part because of mask-wearing. These facial coverings
simply provide false comfort to adults who should know better.

8/14/2021 6:05 PM

2578

Do not harm our children anymore with masks- they do nothing

8/14/2021 6:04 PM

2579

Masks give me a headache when I wear them all day at school and I’m not afraid to get covid
anyway.

8/14/2021 6:03 PM

2580

Considering the positive and negative health benefits of masks…I still don’t understand why
anyone under 25-years old needs to wear a mask…even in a grade school or university

8/14/2021 6:03 PM

2581

I believe masks should be a choice not a requirement.

8/14/2021 6:01 PM

2582

Do not let politics play a role in teaching our kids. Masks don’t accomplish anything and are
nothing more than a distraction to take individualism away. No face, no individual.

8/14/2021 6:00 PM

2583

Parents, teachers and staff should have the right to choose whether or not they want to wear a
mask in school. As it stands now parents can make their own decisions for themselves and
their children based off what is best for their family. This decision should be left for us to make
and not be mandated. If someone doesn’t feel comfortable coming into school buildings they
don’t have to, they can home school or do online school. Teachers and staff have them same
right. We should be allowed to make own decision about masks because we know what is best
for us. Please do not mandate masks in schools. Let us all have a choice to mask or not.
Trust that we are responsible adults and let us live our lives.

8/14/2021 5:57 PM

2584

I find it important to limit mask use as much as possible to give students a sense of normalcy.
I have seen how much stress and annoyance mask wearing to cause, especially to the
younger members of our community, such as my siblings. It must also be put into
consideration that children are not as effected as older members of out community. I
understand it being necessary in extreme circumstances, however.

8/14/2021 5:56 PM
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2585

There exists very little empirical data to support mask usage for prevention of viral infections.

8/14/2021 5:56 PM

2586

The science does not backup mask mandates. Wearing a mask has a negative impact on
everyone. More children have died from the flu than from covid. The pandemic has become
purely political and anyone with an opposing opinion has been silenced. If people want to wear
a mask they can but our children should not be required to wear one. The masks are not even
effective in preventing someone from getting Covid.

8/14/2021 5:56 PM

2587

DCSD should be following CDC and AAP guidelines, requiring universal masking in indoor
settings. If we can enforce school dress codes, we can enforce masking.

8/14/2021 5:52 PM

2588

We should all support masking indoors to protect those at risk in our community and decrease
the chance for the virus to transform to an even worse variant.

8/14/2021 5:51 PM

2589

No to masks

8/14/2021 5:51 PM

2590

I feel bad for our school aged kids. Making them wear a mask to school they did that last year.
Wearing a mask to school put my 9 year old son into a depression last school year. Wearing a
mask should be a parents choice weather or not their child should wear a mask to school. The
school board d and health department need to let the parents make the choice. We teach our
kids that it’s their body and their choice. Wearing a mask should be their choice. Most kids are
going to learn better when they aren’t side tracked by constantly needing to adjust their mask
or moving their mask to eat or drink. The mask is more of a distraction than it is a piece of
protection when our kids are learning. Please leave the choice to have a kid wear a mask or
not to wear a mask up to the parents not the school district or the health department. I don’t
want my kid going into another depression because he is forced to wear a mask. The president
and the governor have ended the mask mandate, it needs to be a personal choice!

8/14/2021 5:51 PM

2591

I feel masks are ineffective. My dentist said that trying to stop a virus with a mask is like
trying to catch a mesquite wit a chain link fence.

8/14/2021 5:50 PM

2592

I was extremely thankful that DCSD was allowing parents to decide whether a mask was
appropriate for their child-their child’s physical health, their child’s mental health. Now I feel like
that was a bait and switch—bait to keep kids in public school and prevent parents from
seeking out other options; bait to keep teachers who may have also sought other options. As a
teacher, it’s been absolutely wonderful to see my students’ faces, the energy and joy is
exponentially higher than it was last year when they sat 6 feet apart and muzzled by masks. It
makes my heart sad and my anxiety rise at the thought of suppressing that energy again. As a
High School teacher, there are maybe 1-3 students wearing masks in each class - this
illustrates to me what the parents and students want, I just don’t see the overwhelming push
for masks AND have seen no mask bullying whatsoever—this claim for the need to prevent
bullying baffles me. I am concerned that this decision has already been made and asking for
public comment will change nothing. I am hopeful that this message is being read and
considered. Please don’t suppress our children’s passion for school, please take into
consideration their mental well being, and please allow our right as parents to decide what is
right for them.

8/14/2021 5:50 PM

2593

Masks are very distracting for kids, especially 11 and under. Masks encourage unsanitary face
touching. This is not an age group at risk. Please leave this up to parents to decide.

8/14/2021 5:50 PM

2594

Day 2, repeat DAY 2, at summit view elementary my twin 2nd graders are in the same class
as another student with COVID. How is that a great start? Your mask optional policy is the
equivalent of absent leadership. I had high hopes for this academic year and not a week in I’m
having to test my son for who has a heart condition for COVID, figure out how to quarantine
them until test is back and still work. And somehow plan around the next exposure event. A
simple mask mandate like every other reasonable county is applying to in school learning is
common sense and avoids risk. Funny how you gloss over a glaring issue that many, many
parents are furious about. Doug Co school policies seem more aligned with politics than
science.

8/14/2021 5:50 PM

2595

I believe in my health care is my personal responsibility and not of fellow co-workers or
students. It is up to the parents and the child themselves if they want to wear a mask or not
wear a mask. It’s personal choice and I don’t expect others to mask up to protect me. If I feel I
need to protect myself then I will wear a mask, it’s my choice and my health.

8/14/2021 5:49 PM

2596

Our kids have unnecessarily suffered enough during this pandemic. Masks are causing more
harm than good: depression, anxiety, and shortness of breath. The decision to mask should be
left up to the individual families.

8/14/2021 5:48 PM
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2597

To me masks are kinda out dated for right now seeing as everyone is either vaccinated or they
still have choice to wear a mask if they want, so I believe it shouldn’t be mandatory for
everyone. If you like masks were one if not don’t it should be up to personal discretion.

8/14/2021 5:47 PM

2598

No masks, no Vaccinations for kids

8/14/2021 5:47 PM

2599

Enough emotional damage was done to students and teachers last year due to forced masked
wearing and unnecessary quarantines. These protocols have caused students to become
behind in academics and to have an unnecessary fear of human interaction. Germs and
viruses have been around forever. Our bodies were created to fight off germs. By forcing
people to wear masks and making them stay home when they AREN’T sick, it’s creating more
havoc on immune systems. You’re starting to see this going on right now. People that have
been locked away for the last 18 months are the ones getting sick simply because their
immune systems didn’t have a chance to do its job during that time. Give people the freedom
to do what’s best for their own health. We’ve always had that freedom through all the other
wide spread viruses. Why take that away now? We tried the mask thing last year. It didn’t
work. So why try it again? This is still America. Act like it.

8/14/2021 5:47 PM

2600

If you are scared, wear a mask, but don't force others to.

8/14/2021 5:46 PM

2601

Absolutely no mask mandate!!

8/14/2021 5:46 PM

2602

My children are vaccinated because we were told that the more vaccinations we have the
faster will be able to stop wearing masks. This is an absolute travesty of all kinds of personal
rights and freedoms. Follow the science please. Masks don’t work. I know several people who
have gotten Covid and wear masks all the time. Children’s masks are disgusting and carry
more bacteria and viruses than probably the actual virus from the studies I’ve read. You can’t
keep these kids locked up and locked out of being with their friends and being able to
communicate and smile. We like to see their beautiful smiles. This will be a travesty to put
them back in masks and we will start considering other options.

8/14/2021 5:45 PM

2603

Why now do you care about our health. You haven't cared that cigarettes and alcohol are freely
sold in our community everywhere. You haven't cared that fast food restaurants are causing us
to be obese and die of heart disease and diabetes. You haven't stopped vehicles emitting
toxins in our fresh air. You never demanded we mask for the flu. Please stop lying to us and
pretending to care.

8/14/2021 5:44 PM

2604

I support the right for parents and children to make the decision on their heath to not wear or
wear a mask as they chose. Masking kids causes more physiological issues than protecting
from COVID. Also masks especially when worn by kids become more contaminated with
harmful bacteria. A sample of mask warn by kids were contaminated with Streptocuccus
Pneumoniae, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Neisseria meningitids, Acanthamoeba polyphaga,
Acinetobacter baumanni (Pneumonia, blood stream infections, menigitis), Escherichia coli
(food Poisoning)... and so on. Lets face no matter how hard any teacher or school staff does to
enforce proper face masks wearing it cant be done when children are involved. Our own
Democrat Law makers can't even follow their own mandates. Masks have become more of a
political statement and should not be forced on out kids.

8/14/2021 5:43 PM

2605

Please do not mask our children again this year - I beg you. My normally social, bubbly
daughter was depressed and had her worst school year ever. This is not healthy for our kids.
We need to see smiles and be able to talk to eachother without yelling over masks. Look at
the increase in suicides last year. Covid is not a risk to our children, please look at the
numbers compared to normal flu numbers for children hospitalizations.

8/14/2021 5:43 PM

2606

I absolutely do not support masking our students. The data does not support any need for this
and it is time to let parents choose what is best for their child. I am so deeply disappointed
that this is the conversation we are still having. What about our kids mental health which is
severely suffering. My children have been in school with kids not vaccinated against far scarier
health issues than Covid (which is no more than a cold for 99.9% of the kids) and I have never
asked for other kids to wear a mask. It is time to move on and let us as parents have a choice
of what is best for our kids.

8/14/2021 5:42 PM

2607

The evidence does not support masking children in schools. The CDC website displays graphs
of hospitalization and death rates among 0-17 and since the beginning of the pandemic,
somewhere around 500 people 0-17 have died. That number is from January 2020 to present
day. That’s a small portion of the 80,000 deaths of people 0-17.

8/14/2021 5:42 PM
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2608

I support the ability for everyone to mask if they want to mask and to not mask if they don’t
want to mask.

8/14/2021 5:42 PM

2609

Hello and thank you for reading my comment. As a mother of an 8 year old child, I am
concerned about the safety and health measures when it comes to unvaccinated children,
especially among ages 11 and younger in Douglas County public schools. Since my child
attends Larkspur Elementary, a K-6 school, students are unvaccinated. Without a mask
mandate in place in Douglas County, one of my biggest fears is that the Delta variant could
spread throughout the school, and send children to the hospital since the cases among
unvaccinated children in hospitals are growing in Colorado and throughout the country. If
school is disrupted throughout the year due to quarantining, children will have difficulty
learning, and will fall behind academically. Please consider a mask mandate for children in
grades PK-6 since they are the vulnerable ones who don't have access to a vaccine. Thank
you for listening to me.

8/14/2021 5:42 PM

2610

As a community member, masks should be worn when indoors. I have health issues that
rendered me home bound until masks were required. Now I am back home bound because
people don’t wear masks. I can only imagine how quickly the Delta variant (and other variants
that emerge) will or has spread in places not mandating masks, such as in schools where kids
are together for hours a day. Masks help prevent the spread, help keep businesses open, and
enable a more normal life. It seems that wearing masks is a preventive measure. I hope you
will consider mandating masks now to be proactive. It’s too late after the virus spreads and
infections increase to undo the harm.

8/14/2021 5:41 PM

2611

I’m an elementary teacher in DCSD and the thought of going back into masks makes me want
to quit my job. Enough is enough with this! We did over a year of this but I cannot teach
another year masked up, nor do I want my kids wearing them!! I got vaccinated and my own
children vaccinated so we could return to normal, this is ridiculous!!! I should not have to wear
a mask when I got the vaccine. If you would take the time to go to the schools to see how
many people/kids are choosing to wear masks in schools you would see a very small
percentage. So why are we even considering this! There are maybe 20 people/kids at my
school wearing them out of over 300 people/kids. We have to start looking at the mental and
academic health of the affects from Covid and masking and quarantines in the schools. My
second graders this year are 1 to 2 years behind!! And you cannot effectively teach young
readers to read when in masks. Plus half of my class have IEPs for speech, they cannot
articulate through a mask and I can’t understand them or they can’t understand me through a
mask. Seriously why is the small minority of people saying they want masks seem to be
getting their way when the MAJORITY of parents and staff are AGAINST MASK MANDATES!!
I’m so disheartened by how we have no voice in this. Parents can still choose to have their
child wear a mask if they want to but we shouldn’t all have to suffer because of them!
Especially when I did the right thing and get my vaccination. I truly hope you all take my
comments and the majority of people against this and realize that we should all have the
freedom to CHOOSE what is best for our family.

8/14/2021 5:40 PM

2612

Please, please do not rush to judgment and political pressure regarding masks in schools. Let
the school year start and see how it goes. Why go to masks when there are less then 5
children in our entire state in the hospital for covid. More kids will die in car accidents and
suicide than covid. We don't ban cars and social media.

8/14/2021 5:38 PM

2613

Please rely on CDC recommendations and not the opinions of politicians and people outside of
the scientific community. Do you really feel you can sleep at night If you fail to do all you can
to protect individuals in our community? Please take action to require masking in all schools
and indoor settings for all. Please.

8/14/2021 5:38 PM

2614

Children's mental health is highly affected by the mask wearing. Children are NOT in the high
risk group.

8/14/2021 5:38 PM

2615

Mask mandates for children have been proven ineffective and cause more harm than good and
infringe on our constitutional rights. A mask mandate should NOT be allowed going forward.

8/14/2021 5:37 PM

2616

I will pull my children out of public schools if there is a universal masking plan.

8/14/2021 5:37 PM

2617

Encourage, but don’t mandate. My kids came home with a headache every in-person day last
year from masks. Yet they still played sports and socialized mask-less with the same kids
outside of school anyway. I understand masks would be great in crowded hallways,
assemblies, buses etc. but I do not support mandating my children wear masks during PE,
choir, orchestra, foreign language class, or at their desks when they are naturally distanced

8/14/2021 5:37 PM
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from other kids. This issue is so divisive and political. Encouraging is great, but don’t mandate
now. Or set a dial like we had last year...Douglas is a healthy county, but if we hit a certain
threshold we mask. Until then we should have the ability to choose. As a side note, all of my
children have indicated that there has been ZERO “mask shaming” and that the kids accepted
everyone’s different views on the matter. So, I guess they are doing better then we are!
2618

Science does not support mask mandates for children or teens. Masks don’t protect kids and
teens from getting or transmitting COVID. Teachers can protect themselves by getting
vaccinated, if they so choose. Plus, there is no data that shows any statistically significant
transmission of the virus from kids or teens to teachers, or vice versa. Kids and teens are
more likely to get struck by lightning than to die from COVID. In contrast, there is substantial
evidence that masking harms kids and teens, physically and emotionally, and has a negative
impact on learning and social development, in the classroom, on the playing field or in the
music room. Masks dehumanize people, especially kids and teens. Dehumanizing kids and
teens by forcing them to wear masks all day at school is child abuse. The harm caused by
masking at school vastly outweighs the nonexistent benefit, or any perceived benefit.
Accordingly, I will not allow my granddaughters to be abused by their school or school district,
or anyone else. They will not wear masks at school.

8/14/2021 5:35 PM

2619

I do not believe we should require masks in schools. This should be a choice on an individual
basis.

8/14/2021 5:33 PM

2620

I totally appose mandatory mask wearing. It is entirely up to the parents and older children to
make the decision of whether or not to wear a mask. The parents know the health conditions,
allergies, reactions to the masks, etc. of their child better than anyone else. They are also
keenly aware of the psychological effects wearing a mask for hours has on their child. Is it
causing depression; lack of interest in attending school; regression of social skills? A parent
can answer those questions and many more. The list of possible psychological damage can go
on and on. For some children it even results in loss of interest to even try to communicate with
their peers, teachers and others while at school. For those that have speech impediments it
can be devastating. No Mandatory Mask Mandates. You are not the parent. Nor do you have
the right to assume the role of the parent.

8/14/2021 5:33 PM

2621

I am in favor of all children all ages elementary to high school wearing masks at all times until
this pandemic slows down.

8/14/2021 5:32 PM

2622

I believe parents should decide if their children ware masks at school

8/14/2021 5:31 PM

2623

Masks have been harmful to children especially ones with allergies and respiratory issues like
asthma.

8/14/2021 5:30 PM

2624

Masking under 11, until herd immunity level of vaccine administration can be reached (once
approved for children), only makes sense. It's what we did for the whole of society with regard
to masking rules in public places and the vaccine availability/rates. Why would we choose not
to protect our children in their place of learning, a place that is made to be a "safe space."
Leaving this to parent preference brings politics into the classroom and school, where they
don't belong and further driving division. Public health is science, not politics. Let's keep our
education system politics free too.

8/14/2021 5:29 PM

2625

If you expect me to believe that masks work then it should logically follow that a masked child
is safe from an unmasked child. This is the problem your policies are creating. This shouldnt
even be an issue. If as a parent I am concerned then I will have my child wear one. If I'm not
then I wont. I think even all of you can admit that the CDC and Fauci have sent mixed
message after mixed message about this one. I'm following the science that makes logical
sense and the science that I am provided by a family doctor who has our best interest at heart
rather than a political career.

8/14/2021 5:28 PM

2626

Very much in support of mask mandates. At this point my daughter won’t wear one because it
is not required. We need to do something to protect the kids that can’t be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 5:26 PM

2627

The issue should be left up to local school boards not tri-county health. Each district/school
has different needs and the entire tri-County are should not be subject to a general rule. Let the
schools boards determine what happens in schools. Stay out.

8/14/2021 5:26 PM

2628

I feel that taking everyone’s health into consideration is most important. Having the students,
teachers & staff wear masks during school last year. If we want our kids to stay in school full
time and everyone stay healthy & safe, masks are needed.

8/14/2021 5:26 PM
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2629

If the Board of Health attempts to create a nanny state via "regulation" which contradicts the
Bill of Rights, there will be massive non-compliance. The Board/Tri-County has already lost
most credibility and is lowering the prestige of medicine in general.

8/14/2021 5:25 PM

2630

Please do not go backward and mask our kids! If this happens, we will be forced to pull our
kids from the district. One of my kids had such bad acne on his face last year from the
masks, and he is completely opposed to going through that again! It was traumatizing! If we
are REALLY following the science, then masks would not be forced. Leave it up to the
individual families to decide for themselves!

8/14/2021 5:24 PM

2631

Please do NOT mask the children. They are LOW risk and not transmitting to adults.

8/14/2021 5:24 PM

2632

Please keep masks optional we should be able to have the option

8/14/2021 5:23 PM

2633

I do not support masking in schools

8/14/2021 5:23 PM

2634

I do not support masks in any way.

8/14/2021 5:22 PM

2635

Since it has not been proven that masking a healthy person has any effect on the spread of
any COVID variant, I am opposed to masking our children at school.

8/14/2021 5:21 PM

2636

I have lost complete confidence in our leader ships judgments. I feel all those in power are
following a failed script. Leadership keeps doing the same things and expecting different
results. It’s insane. I have not heard of any sane science saying that masks are effective.
Especially the blue surgical masks. I have not heard or read that masks prevent spread. Mask
are as effective as a chain length fence keeping a mosquito out. There is no credible science,
claiming children are carries and thank god are harmed by Covid-19. Vaccine mandates are not
a answer and will be fought. At this point it’s political theater and needs to stop. I really would
like to see a class of leadership, that cherishes and promotes liberty. “Those who would give
up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety”

8/14/2021 5:21 PM

2637

I believe parents have the right to choose what is best for their family and a mandate should
not be imposed.

8/14/2021 5:20 PM

2638

I support universal masking in indoor school settings where there is a presence of anyone 11
or younger with the exception of those adults who are vaccinated.

8/14/2021 5:20 PM

2639

I do not think it is beneficial to mask children in school . I find it abusive mentally for them and
it needs to stop. Others should stay home if they are scared of the virus or germs . The mental
strain masking has caused my children is absolutely appalling . Let them be children already!!!

8/14/2021 5:18 PM

2640

We do not want our children masked. Masks do not fully protect from the virus as indicated in
multiple studies. The masks are dangerous with children breathing back in CO2. Not all
children can tolerate masks due to Illnesses such as autism.

8/14/2021 5:18 PM

2641

My middle school son told me he doesn’t even recognize his teachers from last year because
their faces were covered. For this first week of school, most everyone has had a mask free
face and in addition to his teachers, he’d never seen the full face of some of his classmates.

8/14/2021 5:17 PM

2642

Wearing a mask causes our child to suffer from innumerable bloody noses while at school
masked that he does not suffer from in other settings. It also hinders his ability to focus on
what his teacher is saying and develop social and emotional connections with classmates.

8/14/2021 5:16 PM

2643

I am a parent of a North Ridge Elementary student and I am writing to implore you to adopt a
mask mandate for all students under 13. Along with following the science, the unanimous
advice of medical experts across the nation and pretty much every other local school district,
this is the most logical step to take at this point for two reasons: 1) it strikes a balance of
ensuring that we’ve done everything we can to protect our children who are not yet able to get
vaccinated, while still allowing them to reap the social, emotional and mental health benefits of
attending in-person school; and 2) it minimizes the inevitable disruption of an onslaught of
exposures / quarantines in the coming months, and the ensuing fallout for students, families
and educators. The Delta variant is spreading aggressively and is by all accounts highly
contagious. Our kids’ classrooms have 2-3 dozen kids in close proximity for 7+ hours a day social distancing is not feasible, and maintaining smaller cohorts is not practical. But universal
masking is something we can do, and it’s something that has been shown to drastically reduce
viral spread…even indoors and among large groups in small spaces. The evidence behind the
effectiveness of masks is strong and undisputed, but it’s hard to argue that this effect isn’t
greatly diminished when applied in an optional, piecemeal manner with only portions of the
group stepping up. We’ve long known that wearing a mask offers a level of protection to the

8/14/2021 5:16 PM
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wearer, but also largely serves to prevent the wearer from infecting others - when everyone
wears one, the group as a whole is both maximally protective and protected, and potential
exposures are minimized. But when only half of the group is masking, this communal
protective element is hugely diminished. My kid who is wearing a mask isn’t being protected
from any of her classmates who aren’t wearing one, and this multiplies exponentially on a
larger scale throughout an elementary school setting. Furthermore, the shortcomings of an
optional, un-enforced mask policy become clear when there’s a potential exposure in a
classroom or other school building space; who’s to say which children were or were not
wearing a mask at that particular time and place? Does the whole class quarantine or just the
ones who don’t wear masks most days? The inconsistency and disorganization of the current
approach falls short of a reasonable - or logical - standard of operation. This approach shifts
unnecessary burden onto the teachers as well - when a student is sent to school in a mask the
teacher is (one hopes) obligated to try and ensure that that student is wearing it throughout the
day, and that’s a much harder job when half the class doesn’t have to. Particularly when there
is no logical explanation to be given besides, “Well, their parents have decided it isn’t
important.” These kids aren’t doing anything wrong (and in fact are doing the ‘right’ thing, and
certainly the selfless, responsible, and ‘for the greater good’ thing) but it feels like they’re being
penalized nonetheless - this is illogical and is unfair to them, their families, and their teachers
alike. At best, it’s very confusing. But more than that it makes the teacher’s jobs harder, and it
severely diminishes the protective effects of masking on the classroom and community as a
whole. A universal mandate is not only safer, it’s easier. My child attended a full-day DPS
preschool program last year which required masks for all for the entire year, and speaking from
that experience kids (even those as young as 3 or 4!) can and DO adapt, easily and quickly. If
they’re all doing it, not only will this measure be much more effective, it will also be easier to
maintain. Proper masking indoors will become part of the daily routine in the classroom which
they all do together and take for granted as a normal part of the day. They’re adaptable. I can
tell you quite honestly that although my (then) four year old came home with her fair share of
opinions about all sort of aspects of school, complaints about having to wear a mask never
made the list. The kids accepted that it was something they were all doing to protect
themselves and each other, as an unprecedented (in our time) global pandemic spread across
the world. We cannot shield them from this reality: if anything, the ability to take concrete and
proactive action is comforting and empowering to them. If you do not adopt a universal mask
policy, anyone who hasn’t been actively avoiding the national news recognizes that bringing
hundreds of kids together into small indoor spaces all day will result in a barrage of exposures
and quarantine notices. If we stay the current course, shutdowns and remote learning loom it’s inevitable and is only a matter of time. I know I’m not the only parent who dreads the
prospect of last-minute quarantines, remote learning days and the resulting disruption and
scramble. It’s not good for anyone involved. And that is, of course, in addition to concerns
about the virus itself. Children aren’t immune from the virus, and our healthcare facilities are
not immune from the very real fear of overload - which would have undeniably devastating
effects. It is time to step up and do the right thing - for our students, families, educators,
healthcare workers and facilities, and our community. I don’t think our county wants to be the
outlier who ends up as a cautionary tale on the wrong side of history here, and I certainly don’t
want our kids (and our hospital systems) to be the test case. I’m as annoyed by the
inconvenience of having to wear a mask as the next person, but given the current reality a
universal mask requirement is the only option that makes sense. Thank you for your
consideration and for taking this issue seriously.
2644

Children are at extremely low risk for contracting and transmitting COVID. Masks are
detrimental to children’s health and do nothing to slow the spread of This virus. There is no
medical study which shows that masks do anything to “slow the spread”.

8/14/2021 5:16 PM

2645

Parent discretion. Home schooled last year, and will again this year. One reason is making
kids wear masks. Not happening. I decide what best for my kids, not TCH, not DCSD.

8/14/2021 5:16 PM

2646

Mask have shown that they do not work. Children to not need to be traumatized by wearing
masks. Children need to see faces to be able to develop proper language and communication
skills. If you want to prevent COVID put in UV air treatment machines in each class room.

8/14/2021 5:15 PM

2647

It’s not science based to wear a dirty mask on our kids. Please, please leave it up to the
parents

8/14/2021 5:14 PM

2648

I am completely against a mask mandate in the public schools for staff or students. Allow
people both adults and youth Freedom of Choice to mask or not mask! 12 and over have all
had an opportunity to choose vaccinations if they want/need it. Under 12 folks are largely
impervious to this virus. Stop repeating numbers of cases/deaths that you have random faith

8/14/2021 5:12 PM
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it. We all know none of us can verify any of these figures. Ask yourself how many humans do
you know that died of this disease? Not folks you have heard of how many you actually know.
Since the beginning of COVID 19 I know of more people that have died by suicide than by this
virus that is occasionally dangerous usually an annoyance. Think about young people forced to
mask or quarantine. It doesn’t make nearly as much sense when you know a few that OD or
hang them selves or another drastic method. Please Do not apply a mask mandate. I will be
forced to pull my kids out of DCSD. I will not force my kids to go to a school that requires
masks! And Question 4 is poorly written and should not be considered. There are many options
beyond such as; I would allow freedom to choose a mask. You show your bias! Shame on you!
2649

The cloth masks that students wear do not protect them from the microscopic virus. Students
do not need to wear the masks, because not only do they not stop the virus, they make it
difficult to breathe, and focus on learning. Why make them wear something that actually harms
them, when it does not provide protection.

8/14/2021 5:11 PM

2650

Masks don't need to be worn. Ho awful for our kids to see people go to sporting events and etc
and not wear masks. Stop watching the media!! Its convenient that schools are going back
and now masks are becoming a thing again. We are done!!

8/14/2021 5:06 PM

2651

Wearing masks all day in school is detrimental to kids’ mental health.

8/14/2021 5:06 PM

2652

No more government mandates. Let parents make their own informed decisions.

8/14/2021 5:06 PM

2653

Masks Are not scientific and only harbor bacteria and virus that can harm children. I ask you
review the real science as we have followed in past. The current practices by CDC are
unscientific ands knee jerk response to this virus.

8/14/2021 5:05 PM

2654

This is getting insane. We do not want the masks! You are being puppets, and I feel for you,
because you must make a live mg too, and if you do t follow, you will most likely be cancelled.
No masks - it is harmful. If there are masks we will take our kids and go to plan B. Really we
need you all to stand up for each of these children. You all know they will not be harmed in a
serious way by the virus. My entire family has had it and we all had cold symptoms. Still can
not taste or smell, but the fact is you all know the truth. Of you do not follow the truth, the
blood of these children and the harm you will/are doing will have to be answered for one day and it won’t be to me but our Creator. I will pray for each of you, that you stand bold for these
kids that we trusted and elected to do so. If not, you will lose your position either way. We
have lived in Parker for 21 years, and know the community well! The numbers do not match
the communities sentiment. I am telling you the truth. Please don’t be voted out by being a
follower, but voted back in for taking a stand. You are emotionally and physically hurting our
children if you place masks on them again, and people will not stand for it. It is in your hands so do what you will! NO MASKS.

8/14/2021 5:05 PM

2655

Kids need to be kids. Putting a muzzle on them for 6-8 hours a day so they can’t see their
facial expressions and smiling faces only teaches them to dehumanize each other. Telling
them they need to keep the mask on or they will kill people is extremely harmful more harmful
than Covid ever will be. Mask are filthy especially kids masks. The cloth ones have been
shown in many studies to not even come close being effective. Kids and people have the right
to make their own medical decisions and have the right to breathe the free air. Mask have been
shown to not even be effective and Covid still spreads just like any other virus. Stop with the
madness.

8/14/2021 5:05 PM

2656

A virus is .125 microns in size. An N-95 mask filters particles starting at about .3 to .5 microns
in size...the size of bacteria. Mask have been historically worn in surgeries by doctors not to
protect the doctors, but to protect the patients from bacterial infections- look this up. Masks in
no way stop the spread of viruses. If they did why haven't people been using them all along
throughout your life, especially during flu season? Why do people use positive pressure level 4
bio hazard suits when working with deadly viruses, and not just a face mask?? Why just start
in 2020-2021 with covid? Even Dr. Fauci originally said in 2020 "not to wear masks" and then
he changed and contradicted himself. If it makes people feel better or safer to wear a mask
they should be entitled to that, and at the same time people should have the freedom not to
wear masks. Some people have medical conditions that prevent them from wearing masks
such as claustrophobia, aspergers, Sensory disorders, asthma, compromised immune system
issues making them susceptible to bacterial pneumonia from bacteria trapped in masks, etc.
So shouldn't this decision be up to the individual, their family and their doctor? Numerous
studies have been done by now showing there is no correlation between mask wearing versus
not wearing masks and covid transmission. Also people under the age of 20 have a 99.997%
survivability from covid- even greater than the seasonal flu...and we don't panic every flu

8/14/2021 5:04 PM
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season and make our kids wear masks. There was a recent study showing that mask wearing
amongst children, is now being shown scientifically to result in lower IQs
(https://summit.news/2021/08/13/study-finds-children-born-during-lockdown-have-lost-iq-pointsimpaired-cognitive-functioning/ ) not to mention the psychological affects and the increased
suicide rates amongst children this last year. If Tri-county really cares about the overall health
of the people they serve, they have to be circumspect and consider all of this data. Further if
Tri-county is taking cues from the CDC or NIH, etc, you need to understand that the CDC is a
privately funded entity and some of the largest funders are the pharmaceutical companies
such as Pfizer and Maderna - no conflict of interest there right? The CDC can issue
recommendations, but they cannot override laws, particularly the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by the United States Constitution- the highest law in the land.
2657

I work in cherry creek school district and appreciate the mask mandate that was recently
implemented in Pk-6. My children attend school in Douglas county and the “highly encouraged”
ruling has yielded abysmal numbers of people masking at their schools, including at my
daughter’s elementary school. Even though my daughter wears a mask, the fact that many
others around her do not are putting her at risk not only to get it but to spread it to others. This
is incredibly disappointing and irresponsible of our community members. The only way to
improve mask wearing in Douglas county is to make a mandate, since “strongly encourage”
appears to be interpreted by many as “oh good, I don’t have to wear one”.

8/14/2021 5:04 PM

2658

A school and its staff exist to teach children in a safe and protected environment. That
protection should extend to wearing masks for all individuals just as it should for strangers not
freely entering the building. If kids are having to deal with increased exposures and quarantines
than the overall quality of their education will suffer.

8/14/2021 5:03 PM

2659

If anything, masks should be optional, absolutely not mandated. The social and emotional
aspect of learning is being stripped when children must wear them. They can’t see expressions
and hear properly when voices are muffled from a mask. Data shows time and again children
DO NOT. Get COVID and children ARE NOT mass spreaders. If parents want their children’s
masked that should be left to choice and not force.

8/14/2021 5:01 PM

2660

I do t believe that cloth masks or even the disposable masks are effective when wearing them
all day. Kids need to be free to breath and see faces.

8/14/2021 5:00 PM

2661

Please do not mask my child! I want her to have an as normal experience in school as
possible. I feel the masks do more harm than good- hard to breath, constant bacteria on their
faces all day, not being able to see the faces of their friends and teachers and so on.... She is
only 5 and will absolutely pull her out and homeschool if need be. Thank you for your time!

8/14/2021 4:58 PM

2662

I am highly concerned that only the mental health of masked students is considered to be in
jeopardy. What a slap in the face to countless students who struggle because of masks—suicide, depression, anxiety. I have listened to experts who feel the CDC isn’t following
science. Masking is hygiene theater…if you can smell through a mask, tiny virus particles are
getting through as well. Small children do not wear a mask correctly. They need to see the
face of their teacher. They need to be able to hear clear voices, not muffled voices. At this
point, I am ready to remove my kids from a district that clearly doesn’t care about my choice
for my children. This virus isn’t going away, we are going to have to learn with fear and risk,
just as we did hundreds of years before Covid came to be.

8/14/2021 4:57 PM

2663

I support vaccination requirements for all that are eligible to receive the vaccine. Students and
staff.

8/14/2021 4:57 PM

2664

Everyone deserves the right to do what they feel best. People who want to wear masks can,
the ones who don’t shouldn’t be forced too.

8/14/2021 4:57 PM

2665

No statistically significant effect of high-quality medical face masks against COVID infection in
a community setting. My teen (and my household) is fully vaccinated. One of the main
reasons why I had him vaccinated was to avoid further mask-wearing and quarantining. I did
not feel comfortable with an experimental vaccine with minimal supportive data for the age
group on an underdeveloped immune system but permitted it because he was so anxious
about more masks and quarantines. I vehemently argue for no masks for vaccinated school
children on the basis of a combination of vaccinated status (IF it actually works in teens) and
natural immunity emanating from healthy diet, exercise and sunshine. I have always chosen a
balance of standard and naturopathic medicine in mine and my family’s lives and will continue
to push for that approach. I felt “bullied” into the vaccine decision for him to protect his
emotional health and I do not want to be dictated to by the local government about masks.

8/14/2021 4:56 PM
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2666

Let the kids who want to wear a mask, wear it. This doesn’t need to be enforced on our kids.
Kids need to see others faces, as body language and facial expressions are more than half of
communicating. Kids seeing smiles are a huge part in motivation and well being.

8/14/2021 4:55 PM

2667

Let’s trust the science and mask indoors where there are those that are vulnerable. We already
have required vaccines (MMR, etc.), rules for a dress code, and other rules that guide our
presence at school. As a parent of a child who got COVID last year, it scares me that we could
get this again. This seems like a small sacrifice to make for the greater good.

8/14/2021 4:55 PM

2668

As adults, we have to do the right thing here. I know masks aren't a perfect solution. But
COVID is undeniably spreading among the unvaccinated, including kids 11 and under. The
virus has long term, potentially devastating effects, and the fear of COVID (especially for
parents of kids 11 and under) is real. We have to lead by example and show kids that adults
are in charge and truly care about public health. It's not easy, especially in Douglas County, but
it's a moral imperative at this point.

8/14/2021 4:55 PM

2669

Masks should always be a choice.

8/14/2021 4:54 PM

2670

I have a daughter that has just started 3rd grade. We cannot wait until she is able to get the
vaccine. Until then, she remains totally unprotected and vulnerable. We have her wear a mask
to school but 75% of her classmates do not wear one. I urge you to impose a mask mandate
for all school age children, in school, until the country gets a handle on the Delta variant.
Please don't wait until it is ravaging our community to act. Thank you.

8/14/2021 4:54 PM

2671

Please allow parents to make the choice for our children. It has never been the school
district’s responsibility to keep our children from contracting an illness. We initially set out to
flatten the curve 1.5 years ago and now it seems as though tri county wants to control this
situation until there are zero cases. This will be never . We need to learn to live worth this
virus. Any individual 12 and older has the option and can readily get vaccinated . If they chose
not to that is on Them. Let the rest of us get back to as normal of a life as possible !! I
recognize the Delta variant is impacting kids more so than covid-19 initially did, but not at an
alarming rate. Again, as a parent it is my right to determine whether the risk factors for my kids
require wearing a mask or not.

8/14/2021 4:53 PM

2672

We are not in favor of masks

8/14/2021 4:53 PM

2673

Masks on kids do no good! Even if a KN95 worn correctly…nurses and doctors change those
out each time they see a new patient. Kids touch masks all day and wear them for weeks at a
time between washings. They are disgusting and making our kids more sick!

8/14/2021 4:53 PM

2674

We should not be masking children!

8/14/2021 4:52 PM

2675

I had to take the least intrusive item in the survey. This should be left up to the parents.

8/14/2021 4:51 PM

2676

I believe parents should have a right to choose whether their child needs a mask or not. In
schools where students take off their masks to eat snacks and lunch could easily spread the
virus during that time. My daughter said students pulled down their masks in hallways, when
the teacher wasn’t looking and while eating. The teachers spent a lot of educational time
reminding students to pull up their masks. Most masks are homemade and don’t even meet
the requirements to prevent exposure. The school had constant quarantines all year, so how
was the mask even helpful at that point. Lastly, this virus isn’t going away and the number of
people in Douglas County, along with the school staff, have high vaccination numbers. I will
pull my child from public schools if the mask is mandated again. Don’t give into the fear. Let it
be a parent’s choice.

8/14/2021 4:51 PM

2677

Tri-County Health members are not elected officials and should not mandate masks in
schools. School Boards are elected by the people and the mask mandate should be left up to
the individual school boards.

8/14/2021 4:51 PM

2678

Masking is nothing but control being exerted by a group of COVID paranoiacs. There is no
science that a piece of cloth that children suck on, bite on, and touch with their germ infested
hands all day is going to protect children or anyone else. I’m sorry for those children that are
actually immunocompromised and can’t be vaccinated from anything. They have options.
People that just choose not to vaccinate their children from diseases that have existed for
many years, that’s their choice and therefore they can choose to wear a mask and have their
kids wear a mask all day. My child is vaccinated since birth from diseases that science has
helped eradicate for the most part and maintain control of via medicine not mask. My son has
Autism Spectrum Disorder and suffers from perennial allergies and allergy induced asthma. His

8/14/2021 4:50 PM
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life and his well-being is just as important as an unvaccinated child’s life. Masks covering his
face cause him anxiety. Why are we not discussing my kids issues and making him a priority.
Last year, he suffered a concussion at school on the playground and the school nurse and
nurses aid kept him in a quarantine room with sick kids instead of checking his throat and
head because the school nurse said, “he was wearing a gaitor and I couldn’t lift it up without
his breath coming from underneath it.” They kept him in this room because he started
complaining of a headache and stomachache, all symptoms of a concussion from slamming
his head on the concrete. He spent three days at home with symptoms from a concussion that
included nausea, light and noise sensitivity and headache all because the nurse and the
nurses assistant was pathetically obsessed with Covid19. It prohibited them from doing their
jobs as healthcare professionals to protect my sons well-being. That’s despicable! I’m tired of
all the fear mongering. If a parent is that afraid of their unvaccinated children catching Covid
then wear a mask or keep them home. They had other options for schooling their children.
Teachers that push for masks are absolutely ridiculous. Most elementary kids can’t sit still
with their mouths and noses uncovered. How do they expect them to sit still with their main
oxygen sources being compromised with masks prohibiting them from taking in fresh air which
allows for them to concentrate. This is ridiculous and it needs to end. Children have far more
symptoms from RSV, Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease, even the flu than they did from Covid19.
2679

I strongly appose the decision to wear masks in school. I think this could have a detrimental
effect on kids having their own identities, and the masks can be very uncomfortable to wear all
day. I honestly would prefer to homeschool my child than to force them to wear a mask every
day (which my child does not like to do) Additionally, we have been without masks for so long,
with vaccination rates going up, I don't see any logical reason to make kids wear masks again.
We don't even have to wear them to go to the grocery store or out to eat. So this to me would
be unreasonable, and unfair for kids that have asthma/breathing problems, because then
THEY are the kids that are "left out/bullied)" because they don't have to wear a mask. I think
we need to teach our children to make their own decisions, as that should be their right. And
have anti bullying classes, but still let each child decide if they want to wear a mask or not.

8/14/2021 4:49 PM

2680

We know masks do not work and do not prevent anything. With 90 % mask compliance all
2020, the virus did what it’s supposed to do, take its course. We know children are not at risk
of covid. Masks in schools are pointless and more harmful than anything.

8/14/2021 4:49 PM

2681

Enough is enough. There is no proof that masking works. PCR tests don’t work, and the CDC
is switching testing December. Let our children breathe and build their immune systems. Show
us the data! Do not succumb to political pressure.

8/14/2021 4:48 PM

2682

I feel non-vaccinated people should be required to wear mask while indoors

8/14/2021 4:47 PM

2683

Please follow the CDC and AAP advice.

8/14/2021 4:45 PM

2684

The recommendations have changed. TCHD is now saying masks should be required in a
school setting, especially for the children too young to be vaxxed! Protect our children's future
health! There are more children hospitalized with COVID 19, since the pandemic began. I
listened to Corey Wise say the school board will listen to TCHD, so I'm not sure why this is
even up for "discussion"

8/14/2021 4:44 PM

2685

I'm tired of masking, too, but I can do it and my children can do what is best for all the children
to attend school. Masking children while in school will aid them to remain IN school. And that's
the end goal. Education and socialization cannot be achieved remotely or during quarantine.
Masking is a small step to leads us to I in-person school and the children growing. Mask up
and wash your hands!

8/14/2021 4:44 PM

2686

DCSD should not be forced to issue a mask mandate for the students of Douglas County. TriCounty Health should let the School Board do its job and stay out of this decision. In addition,
I do not want local control of our School Board being dictated by a small group of activists.

8/14/2021 4:42 PM

2687

We opted for virtual school last year and would feel much more comfortable with our decision
to return to in person school this year if masks were required.

8/14/2021 4:42 PM

2688

Masks have been proven to be ineffective. It is impossible to get all kids to wear a mask over
their nose and mouths for the entire day. They get in trouble if their masks aren’t on properly
and it causes more distraction in the classrooms. It is also causing bacteria build up in their
mouths. There is no proof that kids wearing masks are stopping the spread. If anything masks
are causing more division between students and teachers and more distractions.

8/14/2021 4:42 PM

2689

Mask should be a choice made by the parents of the child

8/14/2021 4:42 PM
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2690

Masking is ridiculous. Why would kids need to mask when most teachers have been
vaccinated? Kids also have the lowest percentage of getting seriously sick. Also why mask in
school if there’s not a mandate in public.

8/14/2021 4:40 PM

2691

Children are at very low risk of getting or spreading the virus and masks are disruptive to their
learning.

8/14/2021 4:40 PM

2692

Persons who are unable to get vaccinated due to age need to be protected. I do not see any
difference in the reality of the pandemic today vs last spring for persons under 12 years of age.
If the situation has not changed, why should our behavior?

8/14/2021 4:40 PM

2693

Our kids can not breathe or concentrate when wearing a mask . It is not necessary.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

2694

Masking caused headaches, anxiety, and stress on both my girls last year in school. I do not
completely see the effectiveness on it. They cried about it and hated that they could not see or
communicate with their friends. Now they are at a new school and it’s important to them to see
people’s face expressions and feel comfortable in their new environment.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

2695

Our kids cannot wear masks the rest of their life. How are children supposed to learn and
focus when they have a mask on. It makes them fidget with it and becomes a major
distraction. Also, the virus does not affect kids as much as it affects adults.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

2696

I work at and have children who attend American Academy Lincoln Meadows, and we were in
attendance at school all of last year. 11 and under did not have to wear masks, and we did not
encounter anyone with major symptoms or problems from COVID-19. I don't believe that the
Delta variant will change this, and even with more people contracting the Delta variant recently,
hospitalizations and deaths are still down. If people get sick with minor symptoms from the
Delta variant, that do not require hospitalization, I don't see how that is any different from
traditional colds, which we would never consider masking for. Additionally, Governor Polis
himself stated that masks were only about 50% effective against COVID-19, and that in no
way warrants making kids or staff wear masks all day. Lastly, I can't imagine that any adult
who has seen a child wear the same mask all day would consider it healthy. On a regular
basis, they sneeze, drool, cough, and suck on these masks, which not only makes them
significantly less effective, but they're also then breathing in all of that filth. I can't see how
anyone in their right mind thinks that will help a child's immune system.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

2697

Parents should have the right to decide whether or not their child wears a mask. Not the
government.

8/14/2021 4:39 PM

2698

I have two school age children who are not eligible for vaccination. One of my children is
severely disabled and can not mask. It makes me very uncomfortable having them in school
where no one is masking- vaccinated or not. I want them to stay in school, but I also want
them to be safe, anc I feel that the only way to achieve both of these goals is to require
everyone, except those with a medical exemption, to mask.

8/14/2021 4:38 PM

2699

It needs to be a parents decision for their child and NOT a government entity. Your job is to
provide guidance only.

8/14/2021 4:37 PM

2700

Parents should make the choice to mask their kids or not. I believe requiring all kids, who are
rarely affected by this flu, to universally mask is tantamount to child abuse.

8/14/2021 4:36 PM

2701

Masking children is negatively affecting them socially and emotionally, and is a deterrent to
good phonics learning. I also can’t imagine how dirty masks themselves are, being handled by
dirty hands and being breathed on and sneezed on and coughed on 8 hours a day.

8/14/2021 4:36 PM

2702

Masking in schools should be the individual’s choice. There is no science supporting the
effectiveness of non-medical grade masks protecting against the COVID virus or the flu. It is
asinine to require them for staff or students but if someone chooses to wear one then so be it.

8/14/2021 4:34 PM

2703

Masking allows for a proactive approach, rather than a reactive response. The science (the
CDC for example) recommends mask wearing and most nearby school districts are already
following that recommendation. Douglas County should as well.

8/14/2021 4:34 PM

2704

Covid is a virus that kills primarily the elderly and those with severe co-morbidities, including
obesity. Children are the least at risk group and to torment them with mask mandates is
borderline child abuse. How many teen suicides have happened since Covid started? How
many kids’ grades suffered significantly, threatening their future college plans? There is a
simple solution. For those parents concerned, send your child in a mask. But do not force your

8/14/2021 4:34 PM
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delusions, paranoia and mental illness onto me and my family by forcing a mandate. I urge you
to do the right thing by our children.
2705

As a DCSD teacher, I am concerned that we are not requiring masking given the CDC and
AAP recommendations. The fact that my middle school students have vaccines as an option
because they are over 12 does not change my belief in the importance of a universal mask
mandate. We can all attest from our experience last year that hybrid learning and/or being fully
remote is not the best educational model for students, so we should take all precautions to
keep kids in school. The evolving understanding of the contagiousness of the Delta variant
alone should be justification to implement a mask mandate. Let’s not be the non-example
school district that shows our neighbors and peers how to get shut down due to our stubborn
headedness around masking.

8/14/2021 4:32 PM

2706

No masks! Should be parent choice!

8/14/2021 4:31 PM

2707

Vaccinated kids should NOT have to wear a mask at school!

8/14/2021 4:31 PM

2708

Masks need to be a choice! If you want your kid to wear one, that is your choice. I DONT want
my kid to be masked and it is my right to make that choice for my kids!

8/14/2021 4:30 PM

2709

The PCR test do not accurately distinguish the flu from Covid. That has been proven and
reported. So I don’t understand how you’re making mandates off false Covid numbers??? And
at what point are we going to admit that the vaccinations do not work and actually could be
what is spreading this virus.

8/14/2021 4:30 PM

2710

No mask mandates. They don’t work and I specifically vaccinated my children so they could
go to school WITHOUT MASKS.

8/14/2021 4:29 PM

2711

Please do not mandate our children wear masks. This is a personal decision and should be left
up to the parents to decide.

8/14/2021 4:29 PM

2712

ARE YOU PEOPLE OUT OF YOUR FRICKIN' MINDS?!?! DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE
SCIENCE??? THE MASKS THAT 95% OF US HAVE AND WEAR CANNOT STOP THE
PARTICULATES OF COVID 19!!! TOTAL FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY...YOU KNOW
BETTER THAN TO MANDATE!!!! ALL YOU ARE IS LIBERAL SHEEP WITH NO MINDS OF
YOUR OWN....GET A GRIP DAMMIT

8/14/2021 4:29 PM

2713

Mask manufacturers never intended or designed any mask to protect against a covid virus.
Requiring any one to wear them is detrimental to the wearers health.

8/14/2021 4:28 PM

2714

Masking should be the decision of each parent and student- not mandated. The data is just not
there to justify this requirement in children, especially for those who have COVID antibodies
and/or have been vaccinated.

8/14/2021 4:28 PM

2715

There is ZERO scientific evidence thats masks work on our children. Plenty of facts showing
the harm that masking has caused our children this past year and a half in learning, social
interacting, and confidence building. It needs to remain a choice for the individual families to
make.

8/14/2021 4:27 PM

2716

We need to let go of the masks. These kids need to breath and be exposed to different
viruses. Kids handle this virus extremely well and most adults do too!

8/14/2021 4:26 PM

2717

I ask that it be considered the mental and emotional harm masking causes for children. It
makes it difficult for children to learn social and emotional cues when they can’t see the entire
face of people they interact with, it inhibits their ability to understand instruction and
communication between others. Children of all ages also do not practice proper hygiene with
masks putting them at risk for a whole host of other diseases. When we look at the statistics
as a whole such a small percentage of children are hospitalized for Covid and we have never
practiced these sorts of protocols for the seasonal cold/flu, swine flu, etc. Our children should
have the right to be educated without being political pawns. Parents should have the right to
decide what is best for their child, if masking makes parents feel safer than they should mask
their child, if parents feel masking is unnecessary or causes more problems than they should
be able to have their children attend school unmasked.

8/14/2021 4:25 PM

2718

I feel there is not enough support or backing to mandate mask in school. It’s more socially and
emotionally damaging. Less kids died in 1.5 years from covid than the flu and masks were not
mandated in the past.

8/14/2021 4:24 PM

2719

I believe we should listen to the American society for pediatrics.

8/14/2021 4:24 PM
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2720

I am a grandparent in Douglas County and have several grandchildren attending elementary
schools in Douglas County Public Schools. I feel very strongly that all elementary school
students in Douglas County Public Schools should be required to wear masks.

8/14/2021 4:23 PM

2721

The children and teachers need to see more smiles throughout the day. Please don’t force our
healthy children to be masked. Teachers and staff ought to choose themselves to wear masks
or not. Thank you for your hard work and dedication to the safety and education of our children
and staff.

8/14/2021 4:23 PM

2722

My child is exposed to the risk of contracting COVID. This risk can be greatly reduced by
implementing and enforcing a mask mandate. This is not about politics, this is about our
children's well being. A mask mandate can be compared to wearing seat belts. When I drive
somewhere, I might get into an accident. It might be a fender bender, or it could be a severe
roll over in which I could be ejected from the vehicle. Either way, the chances of survival are
greatly increased when I wear my seatbelt. Wearing seatbelts is risk mitigation, just like
wearing a mask in a COVID pandemic is a risk mitigation. Both increase the the chances of
survival. Why would you not try to increase the chances of survival? Wearing seatbelts is
enforced by law enforcement. Why? Because we humans are not terribly good at following
rules if they are not enforced. It is only due to the vigilance of law enforcement and the threat
of a ticket that we simply accept that we have to put on our seatbelts. With that being said, I
don't mean to say that we need to have the Sheriff enforcing mask mandates. What I'm stating
is that if you decide to implement a mask mandate, it will need to be enforced. I most
sincerely hope you make the right decision by implementing and enforcing a mask mandate.
Thank you for your consideration. Respectfully, Stefan Hennig

8/14/2021 4:23 PM

2723

I feel like masks are a choice made at the school board and family level. We do not need a
mandate - it can be managed at a local level.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

2724

Masking is a truly tough call. I absolutely believe our children receive a better learning
experience without the distraction of masks. Non-verbal clues are so important in
communication and some of that is lost with masks. Having said that, we need to keep our
schools open and kids in the classroom. That should be the first priority. If having younger kids
wear masks increases that likelihood (and it most likely does) I think it needs to be very
seriously considered. Also, we need and want our teachers to feel safe in their classroom.
Finally, I firmly support that any individual who could be but isn’t vaccinated should be required
to wear a mask. We need to keep the spread under control for the safety of all of our children
and the benefit of their education. This is absolutely the most effective way to do that. Thank
you.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

2725

DO NOT MASK OUR CHILDREN . THEY DESERVE BETTER!!! The fact that we are allowing
our children and freedoms to be a pawn in this political warfare is absolutely disgusting.

8/14/2021 4:22 PM

2726

Let me be clear, I do not support mask mandates for the least at risk age group across all data
sources. However, like many others I am exhausted with the fighting, left or right, continuous
blaming and utter lack of concerns for each other. Have we completely abandoned the art of
compromise? Is it beyond us to determine, if the kids are actually at risk in school, where are
they most at risk? The hallways? Fine, at MOST ask them to wear a mask during that time.
How can I walk into a restaurant having to wear one but completely safe to others when I sit,
often time within 6 ft of strangers? It is absurd and equally unhealthy both physically and
mentally to require these kids to do this 8 hours a day. Can we please find some middle ground
or does one side have to dominate and rule over the comfort level of the other?

8/14/2021 4:20 PM

2727

Enough is enough. Follow the science. Kids should not be in masks 7+ hours a day. It isn’t
healthy: mentally or physically. My kindergartner’s first experience in school was from behind a
mask. She couldn’t socialize appropriately because of that. She also couldn’t see her teachers
lips/mouth moving when learning to decode words while reading. We are convinced masks are
why she struggles with reading now. My 5th grader had to start a new school last year from
behind a mask. How does an already extremely shy kid make friends from behind a mask? I
blame her social awkwardness and anxiety to begin this school year because of masks. If
masks are mandated again, we will be pulling our 4 kids.

8/14/2021 4:19 PM

2728

Based on the data in Douglas county and our specific school having “0” reported school
transmissions last year, I support leaving the current guidelines in place as is. At this point
masking should be a choice for everyone! In my opinion I think the parents that decide to send
their kids in a mask is up to them. They shouldn’t be worried about what the “other” kids think.
We’ve pushed the narrative and agenda so much on our children that it’s going to be so

8/14/2021 4:19 PM
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detrimental to their overall mental and physical ability We need to have more faith in our kids,
in their kindness, love and support for each other whether they are masked or not.
2729

Please no masks for students! They need to engage in the most normal way possible!!

8/14/2021 4:19 PM

2730

I am a physician and have lost patients and their family members to covid. The lackadaisical
attitude pretending COVID does not exist does a disservice to our kids and their teachers /
school staff. All non-vaccinated individuals should mask indoors. Those that have been
vaccinated need not mask. Having assemblies with all the students in the auditorium
(Highlands Ranch High) and without masking is irresponsible. Large gatherings of unvaccinated
unmasked individuals indoors remains just as risky now as it was when everything was shut
down last year. Delta variant is raging in other states - it is short sighted to think it will not be
raging here as well. This time, act pro-actively, not retro-actively and do the right thing. The
kids don't mind being masked. And, once vaccinated, the vaccination provides superior
protection to the masking. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 4:18 PM

2731

It’s hard for kids to keep masks clean. Are they actually just holding germs on their face and
breathing thru it all day? 2- masked states vs unmasked had very little difference in Covid
rates. Is it really worth the the potential downsides to our kids (social, emotional). We don’t
know the impact of masks on developing brains. 3- I have respect for Covid and believe it’s
still an issue. But it’s likely not going anywhere so at some point we need to learn to live with
it. And I don’t think that means masks forever.

8/14/2021 4:18 PM

2732

I support universal masking in all indoor school

8/14/2021 4:18 PM

2733

I am a grandparent of elementary-aged school children in Colorado. As I am not a medical
expert, I cannot provide you with first-hand, scientific medical data and experience to PROVE
my position on masks. However, what I DO KNOW, is that mask mandates are in fact, a
highly-charged POLITICAL POWER PLAY. I have read an equal number of PRO and CON
arguments on the subject, specifically, this published, scientifically backed (and peer
reviewed!) NIH-NLM-NCBI article (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614/),
which, not coincidentally, was RETRACTED due to POLITICAL PRESSURE. There is enough
evidence to conclude that masks are ineffective against SARS-CoV-2 viruses, including
COVID-19 (Dr. Anthony Fauci is even on record confirming this, in a rare moment of honesty).
Moreover, there is ample evidence to conclude that masks can cause more harm than good,
especially with our most precious children--THEY DIDN'T DO THIS. Frankly, and honestly, I
am not in favor of using our children/grandchildren as political fodder. THIS MUST STOP!

8/14/2021 4:18 PM

2734

Please no mandatory masks. We might still choose to wear them, but would like to have that
choice

8/14/2021 4:16 PM

2735

Very few children showed up to school in masks the first week of school. I believe this is a fair
representation of how parents in our school feel about masking children. The minority should
not rule the majority. The vast majority of children are not at risk of having a severe case of
Covid, and they should be allowed to live normally and happily now that all who want the
vaccine in this country have taken it.

8/14/2021 4:15 PM

2736

Masking must be left up to the CHOICE of each family. Mandating masks be worn infringes on
personal choice and freedom. The mental health crisis from mandating social distancing and
masking FAR outweighs the physical health concerns of COVID for young people under the
age 25.

8/14/2021 4:12 PM

2737

As you know, the public health department serves various purposes, such as responding to
emergency environmental hazards and the promotion of healthy communities. Another very
important purpose is preventing the spread of communicable disease. This is why the public
health department has epidemiologists, collects data and conducts research about
communicable disease, and what to do to protect the public during epidemics and pandemics.
I am not sure why the public health department is collecting the opinion of the public on
mandating masks in school instead of listening to the advice of epidemiologists and science.
Politics has no place in a department like this; a disease does not care what “side” a person is
on, it will do what it is going to do. TCHD should stop allowing itself to be bullied by politicians
and individuals who do or do not want masks based on emotion or personal agenda and
instead make recommendations based on what the science says. If the science and data say
that kids wearing masks reduces the spread of COVID-19, saves lives and does not cause
other harm to children that are greater than what would be by not wearing a mask, then the
policy needs to be that kids wear masks. If on the other hand, the science says that masks do
not reduce spread or cause other harm that is greater than COVID-19, then the policy should

8/14/2021 4:10 PM
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be that kids do not need to wear masks. Please make a decision that is science-based and
what is going to prevent the spread of COVID-19, as this is the purpose of the health
department.
2738

Masks absolutely should not be MANDATED in any setting, including indoor schooling. While I
support the right of children and their parents to protect their health and the health of those
around them in the way they see fit, that right must not come at the cost of other students'
equal right to learn and interact freely, without the restiction of a mask. No science has
supported the health benefits of mask wearing, especially for vaccinated individuals and
especially among children, a demographic that has been thoroughly proven to be at low risk of
either contracting or spreading any Covid-19 variant. Imposing a mask mandate contrary to
scientific evidence, purely for the emotional comfort of those who prefer masks, is unfair to
individuals who prefer not to wear masks, and also sets a dangerous precedent for the
establishment of future health-related policies. The Tri-County Health Department should be
putting effort toward giving its communities the important tools and resources they need for
maintaining good health, not toward regulating school dress codes. As a final consideration,
bullying must not be allowed under any circumstances, including that of voluntary mask
wearing. However, a mask mandate certainly would not reduce the incidence of bullying in
general, and that must be treated as a separate issue. Each teacher, school and district must
be accountable to keep their students safe and maintain a supportive learning environment,
and Tri-County Health should not be involved.

8/14/2021 4:09 PM

2739

Masks have been proven to be ineffective against COVID-19. Masks in schools are
contributing to the teen Mental Heath crisis.

8/14/2021 4:07 PM

2740

It needs to be mandatory for masks in school, especially for kids that can not be vaccinated at
this time.

8/14/2021 4:06 PM

2741

Do not require masks for all, instead please allow parents to make the decision for their family
if they choose to wear masks.

8/14/2021 4:06 PM

2742

Children under the age of 18 DO NOT have a high risk of severe reaction, hospitalization, or
death due to contracting Covid. Mask mandates do have an extreme NEGATIVE effect on
their mental health, our children’s anxiety is through the roof, and we are in a mental health
crisis in our district. Masks also inhibit the children’s academic progress which has
deteriorated over the past 18 months. We need to do everything we can to support our children
and advocate for what is in their best interest and NOT politicize this decision. Teachers and
other school staff that are higher risk have been given every opportunity to get a vaccine.
Higher risk children have the option to home school. Children that feel more comfortable in a
mask should have the option to do so as well.

8/14/2021 4:05 PM

2743

Absolutely No Masks! I have 2 boys in High School. Both vaccinated. Kids don’t want to wear
masks! I was told 98% of the kids aren’t wearing masks right now when they can.

8/14/2021 4:05 PM

2744

It is unconstitutional to make people, let alone kids wear masks. It is not healthy for kids who
have a low rate of serious illness or death. If a child/ adult is compromised then they have the
freedom to wear a mask. I cannot even imagine the germs in the masks kids are wearing. The
mental issues they are causing are worse.

8/14/2021 4:05 PM

2745

Hello! Thank you so much for all you are doing for our county. In regards to masking in
schools, please please keep this a decision that is the parents to make for their children. The
school's job is education, not to make medical decisions for children. Please keep medical
decisions a private matter between children's family and their doctor.

8/14/2021 4:05 PM

2746

This is America!

8/14/2021 4:04 PM

2747

Masks do not help in preventing spreading covid 19. And if they did why would anyone care as
long as they’re wearing their own mask. We can not force people to wear masks. We can only
choose for our own kids. Suicide numbers have gone up because kids are masked and have
no basic interaction at school. It should be a choice. What is right for one kid is not right for
another.

8/14/2021 4:04 PM

2748

As a parent of three elementary-age boys, I am very disappointed that they will be required to
wear masks at school. Masks are uncomfortable and difficult to keep clean. I believe that
masking should be a choice, especially given the low incidence of serious Covid-19 illness
among young children. My children attend the Options program for Homeschoolers once a
week. It would be nice if the requirements for that particular school could be considered
separately due to small class sizes.

8/14/2021 4:04 PM
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2749

Let parents CHOOSE what is best for their own kids!!! You have NO right to control us/our
kids!! This is America, the land of the FREE!!! FREE CHOICE is what we demand around our
kids’ health! Face masks have scientifically proven to have NO USE in stopping the small
COVID-19 particles and kids are the LEAST likely to contract COVID-19, as well as have a
dramatically smaller mortality rate with COVID-19 than that of the flu!! Society has never
mandated masks for flu to protect our kids from the flu!! Stop trying to inflict fear and control!!
Stand down TCHD!!

8/14/2021 4:04 PM

2750

Show me the science, not propaganda or fear mongering, that supports children in masks. You
can't because there is none. I will withdraw my children from public school if there is anymore
of this mask requirement nonsense. Those who wish to wear them should be allowed, but
those who do not want to should be free to exercises their Constitutionally-protected, Godgiven right to make their own informed decisions. Science, not propaganda. Common sense,
not fear mongering.

8/14/2021 4:03 PM

2751

No Masks!

8/14/2021 4:03 PM

2752

We implore Douglas County school leaders to leave the decision of masking up to each family.
Please respect the decisions of those who do not want to force their children to mask. Do not
require masks for school. Also please enforce “no mask shaming.”

8/14/2021 4:03 PM

2753

Wearing a mask should absolutely be a personal decision. Covid is going to be around for a
long time- it’s the new flu essentially, it’s going to keep mutating and it will never be gone from
our world so we need to understand that and move forward. The yearly death rate in children
due to the flu is more than that due to covid- we’ve never had to mask our kids during the flu
season so what is the rationale to do it for covid. I also know personally that when I wear a
mask I keep conversations short and don’t talk unless I need to because I feel like it’s hard to
understand everything being said- I know many kids that feel the same way and in an
environment like that there is going to be less learning which is not at all what these kids need
after basically losing an entire years worth of education last year. Please do the right thing and
let people who feel fearful wear the masks and let anyone who doesn’t live everyday in fear
leave the mask at home.

8/14/2021 4:02 PM

2754

If a parent wants their kid to wear a mask then let them, but don't force my kids to wear one.
Don't punish my kids for a virus that will continue for years to come.

8/14/2021 4:02 PM

2755

We'll remove our kids from public school if you require masks.

8/14/2021 4:01 PM

2756

Our kids need to have a sense of normalcy returned to their education. Masks helped curb the
hospital visits when we had no one vaccinated, but it is time now to let people’s immune
systems work and get adjusted to all the sickness out there. We are doing more harm than
good in masking our children.

8/14/2021 4:01 PM

2757

Thank you for the opportunity to express my expertise on the subject of masking and
mitigation. I hold a cross disciplinary Ph.D. in Molecular Cell Biology, Cancer Biology,
Biochemisty, and Virology. I have extensive experience working with viruses for gene
manipulation and therapeutics across both academia and biotech industry. At no point in my
career would I consider not using the proper PPE when working with these infectious viruses.
I’m also a concerned parent of two children in the district, one of which received an exposure
letter today with the exposure coming from the first day of school. My other child was told this
week by her Family and Consumer Ed teacher to lick her fingers as a means to wet the needle
when sewing. Needless to say, I’m at a complete loss when it comes to the Covid mitigation
policy and messaging. The “layered Covid mitigation protocols” policy is not a policy as it is
not enforceable. This “policy” is nothing more than words without actions and a means to
pacify those with the loudest voices and their threats of violence and/or litigation. The current
on your honor mitigation policy is the antithesis of an educated approach as those who oppose
the safety measures are taking full advantage of these relaxed recommendations but at the
same time are the ones propagating this pandemic. I don’t know a single person who isn’t
exhausted, sick and tired of this pandemic or anyone who wants to wear a mask.
Unfortunately, enforceable mitigation policies need to be put in place to protect our schools and
community from those who are incapable of social responsibility. After listening to the school
board public comment section and community meeting regarding Covid mitigation protocols I’m
beyond concerned that this district and the guidance coming from TCHD is not based on real
science. There is a significant amount of misinformation being spread across social media and
other platforms that will have a detrimental effect in the very near future if we do not act now.
Based on the public behavior and comments at these meetings in the past two weeks it is

8/14/2021 3:57 PM
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crystal clear that those who oppose masks or really any safety measure that their opinion is
rooted in misinformation and political ideologies of delusional retraction of freedom and have
zero merit or scientific basis. Since you’re not scientists or medical experts I don’t expect the
superintendent or board of directors to understand this area of science at a detailed level,
unlike my expectations of Dr. Douglas. What I do expect is for district leadership to seek
outside counsel, in addition to Dr. Douglas, from frontline medical experts. Discuss masking
and other mitigation protocols with the chiefs of pulmonology and infectious disease at
National Jewish and UC Health and other regional experts. The safety and wellbeing of our
children while in school is your responsibility. My grade so far this year is an “F” since nothing
is being enforced. Regarding misinformation, I’d like to draw attention to one public speaker,
Tracy Dark, during the school board meeting on 8-10-21. Tracy stated that she is a registered
nurse practitioner with a practice in Centennial. I was absolutely shocked by the reckless
misinformation this so-called expert conveyed to the school board and public. Her comments
come at 2Hr:54Min mark in the YouTube presentation. Her comments are so reckless that her
medical license should be reviewed! Dr. Douglas should address the misinformation she
presented. Her claims are below- Unvaccinated teachers/staff being mandated to wear a mask
is not based on science. Absolute fallacy! We observed our lowest infection rates under the
mask mandate. Fauci comment-Unfortunately this has been political taking point since March
of 2020. Dr. Fauci has walked this comment back numerous times. His comment stemmed
from not understanding the magnitude of the pandemic in early March of 2020 and the lack of
mask supplies. His recommendation at that time was that masks should go to frontline
workers. Her comment regarding Dr. Fauci’s statement shows her political agenda and
completely discredits her. Aerosolized viral particles-Yes, a single Covid viral particle, based
on size, will pass through a cloth mask but that is not the point. Covid being an expelled
respiratory virus, the goal is to capture large droplets containing these viral particles. No mask
is 100% effective but their use as a barrier in combination with vaccines is highly effective.
Gov. Polis in his press conference Thursday offered KN-95 masks to all school districts.
Hypoxic conditions-zero peer reviewed publications in high impact journals. Common sense
needs to apply here and if this were the case we’d have medical professionals succumbing to
masks daily. The proof is that kids wore masks last year in school without any detrimental
effect. I truly believe the mental conditions some attribute to mask wearing are a result of the
stop and go hybrid-remote schedule last year and are a reflection of the mental state of the
child’s parents. CO2 asphyxiation-same reasoning as hypoxia Bacteria, mold, fungi-This is
possible if one was to not wash their cloth mask or repeatedly reuse a disposable mask as
long as conditions (temperature) were conducive for growth. When considering the “scientific”
citations that many of these commenters present please understand that much of which is
cited are just anecdotal communications and NOT peer reviewed and/or published in high
impact scientific journals (critically analyzed). Also, in many cases they want proponents of
wearing masks to prove a negative. Large scale mask studies have never performed but what
we do know is that we experienced the lowest levels of viral transmission during the mask
mandates. In other cases, we are the study but what’s important is by this point in the
pandemic the results of these studies have become clear. For example, those who repeatedly
refer to these vaccines as “experimental” need to understand that with nearly 200 million
vaccinated in this country alone, without a single death being linked to any of these vaccines,
the sample size for this study is vastly larger than any clinical trial in human history. This is on
top of the initial clinical trials which deemed these vaccines safe and effective. Many cite the
VAERS database as proof that these vaccines aren’t safe. Unfortunately, the VAERS database
has become tainted by antivaxxers and those with far-right political ideologieshttps://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/05/antivaccine-activists-use-government-databaseside-effects-scare-public. It’s important that everyone understands that anyone can contribute
to the VAERS database as it’s an honor system. Adverse reactions do NOT need to be
communicated through a healthcare provider. I could eat a Tums have a stroke 10 minutes
later and report the Tums as the culprit. The primary goal of any virus is to survive and
replicate. In order for this to happen viruses undergo adaptive mutation which in combination
with their high rate of replication errors produces many variants. The more circulating virus the
more adaptation and replication errors ultimately leading to escape variants, such as the
lambda variant currently circulating throughout South America. These escape variants
essentially are immune to the current vaccines. It is clear Covid won’t go away on its own,
therefore the only way to tamp down circulating virus is through vaccination and other
mitigation measures such as masking, distancing, and testing. For this very fact it is critical
that we take every mitigation measure possible to prevent a complete reversal. The opposition
crowd has clearly demonstrated that they are not willing to participate in these safety
measures and therefore I implore you to reconsider your mask mandate and other mitigation
protocols. This policy needs to be comprehensive and enforceable. At this point in the
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pandemic, there’s absolutely no reason why we can’t have enforceable masking for all
regardless of vaccination status, 3 feet distancing in classrooms, random in-school BinaxNow
rapid testing, require vaccination under the MMR vaccination requirement, outdoor lunches
when weather permits, mandatory PCR testing prior to return to school for anyone infected,
contact tracing, and quarantining for exposed unless they show a negative PCR test. As we’ve
seen with other surges this next surge will not trickle in but instead with a R0 of 5-8 be a tidal
wave. I beg you to heed this warning because as you know the Delta virus is also infecting and
hospitalizing children. We went a year with masking and we know that not a single child died
from wearing a mask so why are you willing to risk having a child become hospitalized or die
when a simple and safe mitigation measure such as masking could potentially prevent this
outcome? What is your risk tolerance? I couldn’t imagine the litigation that will happen if God
forbid this was to happen considering the current on-your-honor relaxed mitigation protocols.
The actions and comments of those who protest these safety measures gives me no
confidence that they will keep their child home when sick and/or have their child tested if
presenting symptoms. I have a multitude of questions that hopefully can be addressed- 1. Why
are you not being proactive by taking an aggressive approach to ensure students, teachers,
staff are safe and in school five days a week? 2. As one of the largest employers/school
districts in the State why are you not taking every step possible to mitigate a tidal wave of new
infections, hospitalizations, and deaths? 3. Why are you not following the CDC guidelines for
masking indoors, distancing, testing, contact tracing, and quarantining? 4. Why are we not
following the lead of neighboring districts? What data do they have that we don’t? Denver,
Jeffco, Adams, Cherry Creek, Englewood and Littleton public schools ALL have indoor mask
mandates. 5. Wouldn’t it be better to error on the side of safety? 6. Do we have to wait until
there is a mandate to do what’s right based on science? 7. Where do you draw the line? What
are the numbers that you need to observe before enforcing safety measures? 8. Why are you
ignoring R0 when the COVID Delta variant has a R-naught value of 5-8, 3-4x more infections
than original strain? 9. Why are you not mandating masks when they are an effective barrier to
reduce transmission by capturing large droplets containing viral particles? 10. Based on your
current mask position, why do you believe masks are ineffective? 11. How do you rectify
masking under the federal mandate on buses but day long exposure in schools is not
mandated? Why should this be any different? 12. With 100% in-person learning there is zero
opportunity for social distancing so why are you not mandating masking based solely on the
inability to distance 3-6 feet? 13. Why are you not enforcing the mask mandate for student
facing teachers/staff by checking vaccination status? Currently this is an on your honor
system. 14. Why are you not mandating vaccinations for all who are eligible, just as MMR
vaccinations are mandated? With the Pfizer FDA approval expected in the next few weeks will
you mandate vaccinations at that point? 15. Why are you not requiring vaccination status
records for all students, teachers, and staff? 16. Why are you not taking advantage of the free
in-school rapid testing offered by the State? https://covid19.colorado.gov/free-testing-schools
17. Why are you not communicating the free BinaxNow rapid home tests with parents and
school personnel? 18. Why are you not requiring a Covid negative test for anyone who has
tested positive prior to return to school? 19. Why are you not requiring a Covid negative test for
anyone who received an exposure notification prior to their return to school? 20. Why are you
not requiring quarantining for anyone who received an exposure notification? 21. Why are you
not contact tracing for anyone Covid positive or exposed individuals? 22. Why are you allowing
mass indoor assemblies when the weather is nice outside? 23. Why are students not allowed
to have lunch outside (Cresthill)? 24. Why are photos on social media not showing students,
teachers, staff, district leaders leading by example by wearing masks? 25. Why do my children
feel they will be shamed if they mask up? 26. Why are school personnel being asked why they
are wearing masks? If you enforce a mask mandate for all regardless of vaccination status
this shaming and/or uncomfortableness can be avoided. 27. If you can’t stomach a mask
mandate at this point how will you deal with the socially irresponsible when we have to go
hybrid or remote? Please don’t be misled by the purposeful misinformation being spread, even
if you’re not an expert you still have common sense and you know what is right! Please,
please, please take an aggressive mitigation approach to keep our students, teachers, staff,
and community safe. Equally as important, let’s do everything in our power to keep our
students in school 5 days a week. Please act now before it’s too late. Sincerely, Michael Major
Ph.D.
2758

Please consider parent choice in the ability to NOT mask our kids in school. Especially those
that are vaccined.

8/14/2021 3:56 PM

2759

I completely oppose masks for children! Teachers have been vaccinated and children are not
at risk, so NO NEED TO MASK!

8/14/2021 3:56 PM
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2760

Please do everything in your power to safeguard our children and our community by enacting
masking in schools.

8/14/2021 3:56 PM

2761

Masks should be a family decision. This mandate wouldn't be about saving lives, it's about
power.

8/14/2021 3:53 PM

2762

To keep students in school, reduce the risk of spreading any communicable illness, and the
safety of teachers and staff, universal masking should be a requirement not encouraged

8/14/2021 3:52 PM

2763

Allow us as parents to decide how our students attend school. With or without, should be an
individual choice.

8/14/2021 3:52 PM

2764

I oppose mask mandates and I have told my children that I will 100% back them up if they
refuse to comply with an order as I believe the costs and risks of wearing masks that teap
heat and moisture when worn for extended periods of time are much more than the benefits
and rewards for doing so.

8/14/2021 3:52 PM

2765

I would like to propose universal masking for elementary schools until the vaccine is available
to that age group.

8/14/2021 3:50 PM

2766

Please! No more masks for our chldren. They need to catch up and LEARN this year.

8/14/2021 3:50 PM

2767

The science behind mask was decided years ago. Well before covid. That science does not
support the current narrative around mask policies. Mask cannot prevent the spread of any
virus. The mask mandates must stop now. Other than comorbidities kids are almost 100%
immune to the virus or can recover quickly or have little side effects so the mask are a mute
point anyway.

8/14/2021 3:49 PM

2768

I believe a mask mandate should be in place to protect our kids. Especially those too young to
be vaccinated. As a health care worker it's frightening as I am seeing Covid even in those
already vaccinated. I actually think all school aged kids including middle and high school
should wear masks. I'd much rather have them wear masks and stay in school and maintain
social events and interactions than risk quarentines again.

8/14/2021 3:49 PM

2769

For a child to wear a mask all day it is difficult for breathing, communicating and just living.
The flu season which has created more sick children masks weren't used. We need to start
treating this like the flu. Live with it, take caution, get shots if itbis right for you and if you are
sick stay home

8/14/2021 3:49 PM

2770

It should be left up to each individual to decide whether or not they would like to participate in
wearing a mask. Masks are not effective in preventing transmission of COVID-19 however, if it
makes an individual feel safe wearing it, so be it. Let people make decisions for themselves
and their families.

8/14/2021 3:49 PM

2771

Students of Ascent Classical Academy, a K-12 school, did NOT mandate masks for the 20-21
school year. The school was able to operate in person all year without any outbreaks, issues or
otherwise. I’m consideration, we oppose any mandate for the requirement of maps for children.

8/14/2021 3:48 PM

2772

Masks caused an extreme disconnect in the learning system and caused countless students
to fail classes due to lack of connection with teachers.

8/14/2021 3:48 PM

2773

Studies and data over the last year do not support masking children for 8 hours a day.

8/14/2021 3:48 PM

2774

All kids need to wear masks in school until more people get vaccinated or the numbers start
going down. School should require vaccinations for those eligible. The only way to get back to
normal is to get the vaccine. Keep our kids safe and at a minimum require masking in schools!

8/14/2021 3:47 PM

2775

Please, for the sake of our children, do not impose a mask mandate. They have endured
enough, and their mental health is at stake. The masks have been proven to not prevent the
spread of COVID-19. Please use common sense and let people make up their own minds
about whether they want to mask or not.

8/14/2021 3:46 PM

2776

I do not support a mask mandate. My kids attend Frontier Valley. They both had covid-19 last
summer and were fine, like most people. The minimal risks of covid-19 to children do not
outweigh the negative impact of mandatory masking. My son gets frequent nosebleeds, and
this was exacerbated while having to wear a mask during the school day last year (he had
them almost daily). Kids need to breathe fresh air.

8/14/2021 3:46 PM

2777

Children are being hit harder than ever by this virus. There’s no reason not to require the most
simple yet effective form of prevention

8/14/2021 3:43 PM
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2778

First of all, I thought Douglas County voted to defect from Tri-county Health months ago?
Having watched our granddaughter through first grade last year with a mask on, etc. we feel it
cruel to make kids wear masks at any time given they are at such a low risk of contracting
COVID as well as an even lower chance of exhibiting harsh symptoms or death. Reminder: the
recovery rate remains at more than 98%. This disease is never going away. There needs to be
a campaign to get our very unhealthy population to live a more healthy lifestyle so as as not to
succumb to all these diseases. Another reminder: the human life span is ever increasing
anyway.

8/14/2021 3:42 PM

2779

It is not our job to protect the whole world. Vaccines are available, masks are available, and we
live in a free country where all of us have the ability to choose to protect ourselves and our
children as we see fit. These mandates need to stop, especially now that means of personal
protection are available if people choose to use them.

8/14/2021 3:41 PM

2780

As a retired physician, and grandmother of two tiny grandkids, I’m firmly committed to their
health first and foremost. But, as a physician, I also know that mitigation measures which
have been successfully used in Asia for over two decades, are very effective in protecting
children, and adults. I was fortunate enough to travel through Asia at the start of the pandemic,
and observe these simple effective strategies first hand. In the case of covid, more and more
reports are emerging of low levels of brain damage, resulting from even mild cases of covid. It
isn’t yet known whether this loss of brain tissue is permanent, but it has been well documented
by several researchers. What we don’t yet know, is the ways in which children might be
affected by covid infections. Certainly, delta covid is causing a rapidly growing number of
infections in children and young adults. If it eventually turns out that some percentage children
do suffer cognitive damage from covid, we might very well end up with a lost generation of
children. While admittedly a “worst case scenario”, this is the proper way to consider an
infectious threat: consider the worst possible outcome, and work to mitigate it. Once the
vaccines are approved for children, it’s likely that masks will still be necessary for some time,
until the pace of new viral mutations slows. Masking is a new concept for Americans, but it’s
been used successfully for over 2 decades in Asia. Those children have not shown patterns of
long term ill effects.

8/14/2021 3:40 PM

2781

I'm a health care provider in pediatrics. I had a long-winded argument, but frankly I'm tired of
fighting against this Dunning-Kruger tidal wave... The bottom line is this variant is real and in
the wild, and until we can vaccinate kids under 12 we need to be responsible and protect them
by mandating masks across the board. Rather than telling parents who want mask mandates
that if we don't feel comfortable we have an online option, we should be telling parents who
don't want to contribute that the online option is for them. I'm all for personal responsibility, but
not here where some people have shown over and over that they can't be relied on to do what's
right. Mandating masks to prevent the spread of this deadly virus is no different than the
existing rule of not having peanut products to protect the vulnerable from anaphylaxis.

8/14/2021 3:40 PM

2782

I feel that for the safety of all kids that cannot yet be vaccinated, masks should be warm in
school.

8/14/2021 3:37 PM

2783

We will not be putting our kids in masks! The data doesn’t back it up and you know it!

8/14/2021 3:35 PM

2784

The science does not support masking of children. More children die of the flu every year than
have died of Covid, yet masking has never been suggested for the flu. If masking were the
answer, covid would have been gone long ago. Science shows the size of covid particles is
much smaller and can penetrate cloth and paper masks. Why do the health departments and
school boards co to help to ignore this information? Children need to see people’s lips moving
when learning to read, they need to see facial expressions to learn how to read and respond to
emotions. It’s ludicrous that masking is still being contemplated for age groups that have
almost no chance of severe sickness or death and have also scientifically shown to not pass
the virus to adults. Have some common sense already and stop fear mongering.

8/14/2021 3:35 PM

2785

There’s no proof that masks work. Masks carry germs right if front of where we breathe. For
some children masks can make communication challenging, especially when learning how to
communicate and to read in school (basics of learning). Masks can be physiologically and
psychologically damaging. Where there are risks like this there should be choice!

8/14/2021 3:33 PM

2786

Our kids mental health is so important during this crazy times. This is obviously not something
that’s just going to go away, so please consider the choice to be made by parents… it should
be a parents choice if their children are going to be masked. We are constantly following the
CDC and ignoring the many doctors from Harvard and Stanford that have said that this is

8/14/2021 3:31 PM
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extremely unnecessary and that masks do nothing. Please let the children be children and
learn and socialize.
2787

Leave the kids alone with masks. At this point any adult who wants to be vaccinated, is those
that aren’t have chosen. Same with kids 13 and older. We have had a great start to the year.,
don’t waste it with panic.

8/14/2021 3:30 PM

2788

The psychological damage done by wearing masks is far worse than the virus could do.

8/14/2021 3:29 PM

2789

Ascent Classical Academy in Lone Tree had in person learning all year last school year and it
was the parents choice whether or not their child wore a mask. Wearing masks makes it
difficult for young children learning reading and phonics if they cannot see the teachers mouth.
Not to mention I do not want my children breathing in the air and germs from their maths all
day long every day. More children die from the flu than are being affected by Covid. Please
think about the mental, emotional and physical affects of making children wear masks. It
should be up to the parents to choose just as getting the vaccine should be a personal choice.

8/14/2021 3:28 PM

2790

If the CDC recommends that kids mask, then the kids should mask.

8/14/2021 3:28 PM

2791

I understand why elementary-aged kids should and/or need to mask, however, I hope middle
and high schools do not start again. These kids are old enough to be (have been) vaccinated.
If people chose to not vaccinate, then they can wear a mask.

8/14/2021 3:28 PM

2792

Only recommending students to wear masks is inconsistent and puts all children at risk.
Masks should be mandated for all students in the school setting.

8/14/2021 3:27 PM

2793

I wish we would be more proactive especially looking at the results of no mask mandates in
other states. Why wait for high covid numbers and school quarantines to mandate the masks,
at that point it’s too late.

8/14/2021 3:27 PM

2794

Parents should have the choice to individually decide whether or not they want their children to
wear masks. Science has not proven that masks are healthy for children to wear all day for
school.

8/14/2021 3:25 PM

2795

Please follow the science behind masks they don’t work, are worn incorrectly, are touched
constantly, are not cleaned or changed regularly. Masks are not the answer to the spread of
this virus. Masking is causing mental health issues such as anxiety. I am not anti mask for
people who feel safer with the mask on but don’t force these kids to mask for their mental
health.

8/14/2021 3:23 PM

2796

I do not feel that mask should be mandatory in schools. I witnessed first hand with my children
how damaging mentally and physically it can be to wear a mask all day.

8/14/2021 3:21 PM

2797

100% AGAINST masks in schools. They don’t work - kids don’t keep them on. Let our kids be
kids and learn and be social. If you are high risk go online. Our kids have suffered enough!!

8/14/2021 3:21 PM

2798

If masks work, why the vaccine? If vaccines work, why the masks?

8/14/2021 3:19 PM

2799

Masks gave my daughter or horrible face mask that took the whole summer to go away. We do
NOT want our kids to wear masks

8/14/2021 3:19 PM

2800

Thank you for being willing to re-consider your previous position in light of new information and
concerns (delta variant). As a retired teacher, I know how difficult it is to try to enforce varying
rules for some, but not for all. At this time due to the prevalence and transmissibility of the
delta variant, universal masking in all indoor school settings will protect the greatest number of
people. It will also slow down the need for absences, quarantines, closures, and remote
learning. TCHD and all schools should be actively recommending and encouraging vaccination.
Masking should be required as recommended by CDC and AAC.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

2801

Let each family choose what’s best for their child.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

2802

Since our kids cannot be vaccinated and the delta variant appears to be so transmissible, I
believe students in school should be required to wear masks while indoors. They should be
encouraged to go outdoors unmasked as often as possible. And if students have special
needs (autism, selective mutism, etc) where wearing a mask can be more detrimental to their
well-being than the risk of Covid is, those students should have exceptions to the masking
requirements.

8/14/2021 3:17 PM

2803

Stop this nonsense and do the Right thing. Come on!!! You can’t tell me that this virus is more
dangerous than any other VIRUS like Influenza the kids go through. If they want to get the

8/14/2021 3:16 PM
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vaccine and their parents want that. FANTASTIC! But why make these kids suffer at school
anymore. The damage that has been done to our kids and grandkids is irreversible at this
point. Don’t let us down. Have some balls. Quick trying to scare parents with this 🦠. You are
just promoting nonsense. Let kids get sick or not. Their antibodies are stronger if they get this
damn thing. I’m sick and tired of this Governor and his cronies. They are ignorant wannabes,
who don’t give two cents about you. Phony’s!!!!! Followers, Not Leaders. That includes the
Congress. If you make these kids where masks 🎭, you and your futures will be taken away
from you. Guarantee! Be the first and be leaders and change Colorado. Not just Douglas
County. You might just get a wonderful movement going in the country. Think about yourselves
as you come to this board meeting, filling up your gas tank and spending $65 dollars. Then you
ate before you came, which cost you about $20. I bet you spend an easy $100. Then you go
home to your beautiful homes. The people who can’t afford a $100 a day. Let’s put more
burden on these parents. It’s just what they need. DO THE RIGHT THING!!! NO 😷!!!!!
2804

My school is not requiring masks for unvaccinated people. They are stating they will only
require masks if there is a mandate. They stated they will not socially distance anyone either
or do Covid protocols. They are putting everyone at risk for Covid, but also for having the kids
remote learn again because there will be no way to stop the virus inside the school once it
starts. We are a k-8th grade school with everyone in one building.

8/14/2021 3:15 PM

2805

I feel it should be left up to the person on weather they want to wear a mask or not. I don’t feel
that other people’s fears should dictate on what should be for everyone.

8/14/2021 3:13 PM

2806

In May 2021 Children’s Hospital Colorado declared state of emergency for mental health and
suicide for our young children. Their lives depend on returning to normal. Normal defined as our
lives before masks and school closures.

8/14/2021 3:13 PM

2807

If someone wants to wear a mask that’s their choice. But it shouldn’t be forced on those who
don’t want to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 3:12 PM

2808

I do not support mandatory masking in schools particularly in Middle and High school. Middle
and High school students have the option to receive the vaccine, and this is a good
opportunity to teach the kids about personal responsibility and being kind and respectful of the
needs and choices of others. DCSD has provided options for families that have special
concerns about Covid (or any other illness for that matter). Putting mask rules back in place
will increase anxiety for the kids and remove the feeling of normalcy that families and schools
are trying so hard to promote this year. In addition, trying to protect kids from all germs
damages their natural immune systems, and in reality wearing masks likely causes kids to
touch their faces more than they would normally which could actually increase the spread of
germs. I believe, like many viruses, covid will continue to create variants and that at this point
we need to learn how to live with that possibility. Our hospitals are not overwhelmed, I see no
reason for forcing mandates on the public under the current circumstances - should that
change the issue can always be revisited.

8/14/2021 3:11 PM

2809

My son should be able to safely attend school, and one of the best ways to protect young,
unvaccinated children is masks. As parents, we should do anything to keep our children safe.
Why wouldn't we do something this simple?

8/14/2021 3:11 PM

2810

Please do not mask our children. The toll on their mental health as well as physical is not
worth the risk. Please read numerous studies that show children on not transmitters.

8/14/2021 3:09 PM

2811

I strongly agree with your points of discussion on enforcing a mask mandate, it makes
absolute sense to stop the spread of this pandemic, save lives, protect our children and those
who work closely with them, reduce bullying and actively take part in stopping this sickness so
we can get back to being able to experience the freedoms we all enjoy living in this great
community. Do this so we can get to where we want to be, not live with this chaos for the
forseeable future. I understand and empathize with the desire to decide what to do for yourself
as US citizens. However, there are plenty of examples and societal contracts we agree to as
citizens of this country, that prohibit or limit the ability of people to do whatever they want,
however they want, whenever they want. This is not the time or place to fight that fight when it
has to do with the health of our children, friends, family and community. I encourage you as
leaders in our community to do the right thing. Save lives. Protect our children and families.
Stand up for those who can not stand up for themselves and put this madness behind us.
Protect us now and help secure a more stable future. If we want to get back to some sort of
normality, the mask mandate is the way to get us there. I strongly support enforcing a mask
mandate within our schools for the safety of all of us.

8/14/2021 3:09 PM
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2812

I feel like the kids should have an opinion those that I’ve been vaccinated should be allowed to
not have to wear a mask if we want to put masks back on people because they are being
made fun of for wearing a mask then we should mandate uniforms so that kids are not getting
made fun of. There’s more here for our youth then we know and it’s good to allow them to have
some sort of normalcy in their lives if they are vaccinated they should be allowed to not wear a
mask There should be a choice!

8/14/2021 3:09 PM

2813

Masking children hurts their ability to learn and socialize with friends. Plus, they spread more
germs than not wearing a mask. Kids are constantly touching their masks, touching their face,
setting masks on surfaces etc.

8/14/2021 3:08 PM

2814

There should absolutely be no mandatory face covering be required! This is an individual
choice made by each person and family. This is not a deadly infection especially for children.
And when you start posting data about cases make sure you know the difference between cold
flu and Covid as even the tests can’t differentiate

8/14/2021 3:08 PM

2815

ABSOLUTELY NO MASKS

8/14/2021 3:08 PM

2816

Based on the covid numbers nationwide and the increased transmission capabilities and
effects on school age children. I feel it's important to protect the children who have not had the
opportunity to be protected by a vaccine. Thank you for thr opportunity to submit my
comments and listening to our community.

8/14/2021 3:08 PM

2817

As a parent I am very concerned to send my kids to the school where masks are not
mandatory.At this point the schools are not giving us data into the number of vaccinated
children attending the school. Hence it is a kind request to make Mountain Vista a mask
mandate school.

8/14/2021 3:07 PM

2818

There is no scientific evidence that masks are needed. There is more evidence that masks
actually do more harm. I will pull my kid from school if masks are mandated

8/14/2021 3:07 PM

2819

In order to have masks mandated here, the following needs to take place first. 1. close all
border crossings to only legally documented people only and only those vaccinated or tested.
2. Only when borders are closed, teachers may wear masks to protect themselves. 3. Children
need to breath clean air. Consider better air filters in classroom, period.

8/14/2021 3:07 PM

2820

I would like my young child, who is unable to be vaccinated, to have the invaluable opportunity
to learn and socialize without fearing for his younger sister who has unique health challenges. I
should not have to pick which of my children I risk.

8/14/2021 3:07 PM

2821

I’m a teacher that spent the entire year last year in person. We had masks and I saw the
effects on students and teachers mentally. Families have a choice and if they want to wear a
mask than wear it. However, healthy kids with no underlying health concerns should not be
required. They are not at serious risk. They experience flu like symptoms. It should be the
parents choice. The flu kills every year and we have never worn masks at school. Kids need to
feel welcomed and safe at school. Mandating masks does the opposite and diminished the
connections students make. Ultimately academic performance is reduced and our gap widens.

8/14/2021 3:06 PM

2822

I feel masks need to be optional!

8/14/2021 3:06 PM

2823

There is no clinical evidence supporting the efficacy of masks and many studies showing the
detrimental effects to our children’s emotional, physical and mental health. Let parents and
children decide wether to mask or not based on their level of comfort and health status. Covid
has less prevalence of affecting children on ANY LEVEL than the flu and many other illnesses.
Those over 12 can receive the vaccine if they choose. Health freedom is an inalienable right
and is not and should never be governed by districts, counties or any other entity. We will pull
all of our children and know others will do the same if a mask mandate is enforced.

8/14/2021 3:05 PM

2824

Kids need to be in school and unmasked. Their immune systems are strong and their mental
health and learning needs the structure of a school environment.

8/14/2021 3:04 PM

2825

Dear Board Members, First off thank you for the job you do and taking masking into
consideration. I have an advanced degree in Public Health and have worked extensively in
Public Health over the years. I'm asking you to please mandate masks in K-12 schools. Our
children need inperson schooling this year and they need to do it safely. There are several
robust trusted studies showing that masking works and works well in reducing the spread of
COVID. Under current curcumstances with the Delta variant starting to rise quickly in Colorado
we have a responsibility to keep our students and community safe while providing an inperson

8/14/2021 3:02 PM
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educations. The only way to do that is to encourage vaccinations and mandate masks for all
K-12 students inside schools. COVID spreads very efficiently within school and if we allow this
to continue without putting in mitigation measures (masking) then we are going to have friends
and family sick, hospitalized, experience long-haul COVID and possibly die. One child dying
because a community refuses to mask is too many. Until children have a vaccine available to
them for COVID we have a responsibiliy to protect them by mandating masks in school.
Beyond the school, continuing without a mask mandate will allow COVID to spread beyond the
schools into the community leading to an increased burden on our healthcare systems and
healthcare workers which are already stressed and stretched. We will not only put our students
and staff in danger but put the community at risk. If the healthcare systems are stressed that
impacts everyone regardless of COVID by delaying elective procedures, cancer treatments,
emergency services and so much more. It is our duty to do the right thing to protect our
students and the community at large. I understand some parents are pushing an anti-mask
political agenda and that is truly unfortunate. This is not political by any means. The majority
of Public Health Professionals, Doctors and Scientists are not pushing political agendas but
instead want to protect people. All of their recommendations are that students mask in
schools. The fact that you are currently ignoring expert guidance is concerning. I ask that you
please mandate masks in schools settings until ALL children have had time and access to a
vaccine and are able to be fully vaccinated. We are community and need to do what's right
(even if it's the slight inconvenience of wearing a mask) to protect each other. Thank you for
your consideration on this matter.
2826

I believe that masks should not be required but a choice left to each family.

8/14/2021 3:01 PM

2827

The most important issue this year in schools is having children in attendance. With cases as
bad as they were when all students went remote last year, we must protect the students and
staff to prevent further remote learning. The most effective and least intrusive way of doing
this is by requiring masks for all those in schools. Furthermore, the physical and mental health
of those living in the tri-county are at stake. Health should not rely on a democratic process
that listens to the uneducated and misinformed. The Board of Health is responsible and must
make the decisions, however unpopular, to ensure residents are protected from others and
themselves. The Board has the education, the knowledge, and the responsibility to implement
this mask policy without a thumb-in-the-wind judgement of popularity.

8/14/2021 3:00 PM

2828

Please do NOT put a mask mandate on our children. As the mother of an IEP student with
speech issues and severe anxiety this is completely detrimental to her development and
progress. Masks need to be optional with no repercussions for those who choose not not wear
them. Please, the mental health of our children is at stake.

8/14/2021 2:59 PM

2829

I am strongly against a general mask mandate for all and would like to see vaccinated
individuals have the option to not wear a mask. I would only support a mask mandate for a
certain concerning level of transmission occurring within a school facility, similar to the color
dials used during the pandemic. Each school within each district has a different number of
vaccinated individuals within that school population. Each school has a different amount of
students and ways those students move and congregate throughout the day. Between the
three school districts and hundreds of schools, it is impossible to mandate a one size fits all
solution. I would strongly encourage each school to have the autonomy to decide what
measures to take for preventing spread of Covid within their student population. I think each
school should continue to be diligent in reporting and tracking cases of transmission
transparently, so we as a community can continue to learn more about this virus behavior especially with the increasing percentage of vaccinated individuals. With accurate and timely
reporting, staff and parents can make the best decision that aligns with their comfort level
based on their specific school situation. I would also like to add that the long range goal of
defeating Covid involves the ability to produce numbers showing that the vaccine HELPS and
is an important tool in stopping the spread. The only way to get accurate information about that
is by letting vaccinated individuals interact in a normal non- mask setting. Thank you for taking
comments about this.

8/14/2021 2:59 PM

2830

Masks should not be mandated in schools!

8/14/2021 2:59 PM

2831

Please allow parents to make the choice for what is best for their children.

8/14/2021 2:55 PM

2832

I will pull my kids from your school district if masks are implemented.

8/14/2021 2:54 PM

2833

I am concerned about the continued use of masks in schools this year. Certainly if students
would like to wear masks they should. But students who do not want to wear them should have
that option too. There is talk of mandating masks to alleviate the potential mental health issue

8/14/2021 2:54 PM
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stemmed from mask wearing students being bullied. Mask wearing isn’t new, kids and adults
have been wearing masks for over a year, everyone is used to seeing others in masks. And if
there is a concern for mental health what about the mental health of children who have
depression stemmed from having to wear a mask? Plus how is this reasoning essential to
support mandating masks when the point of wearing masks is to ward off a virus not to deter
bullying. Scientific studies have concluded that masks are not healthy especially for kids
wearing them all day - lack of oxygen flow, build up of bacteria throughout the day from
constant touching and wet from saliva, mucus and snot. It has also been noted that the virus
is not a risk to young people elementary through high school. They are not adversely affected
by the virus nor are they super spreaders. COVID poses almost no risk to our kids - 4.2 million
children have tested positive for COVID, a total of o.oo8% of them have died. The common flu
is a much greater threat to children and we have never mandated masks in schools in the
entire history of the flu. Masking in schools is absolutely not necessary.
2834

I strongly support mandatory masking in schools at least until anyone 11 years old or younger
is vaccinated.

8/14/2021 2:53 PM

2835

Statistics show there is extremely low risk for students.

8/14/2021 2:50 PM

2836

There is little to no evidence that masking children will prevent the spread of Covid 19. It
should be the parents discretion. Make the teachers wear masks, if necessary. But, it has
been proven that this is emotionally and physically damaging to our children. Have you
watched a child with a mask? Next time you are around a 6 or 8 year, see how often they
touch their faces because of masks. If anything they touch their faces more! How can this be
better?

8/14/2021 2:49 PM

2837

Masks in schools should be a decision made by parents in the best interest of each student.
The efficacy of masks is very debatable, and the negative effects of masks are numerous.

8/14/2021 2:49 PM

2838

Masks in our schools are not needed and are creating a difficult environment in which to learn
and interact with teachers and peers.

8/14/2021 2:49 PM

2839

I support Kids First DCSD 100%

8/14/2021 2:49 PM

2840

Adamantly against masks in Douglas County

8/14/2021 2:47 PM

2841

There is a time for Personal choice to not vaccinate or mask. That is when our most precious
resource; our children, are able to be vaccinated. We still aren’t there yet. It seems unjust to
me that my children have to put themselves at risk just to be able to go to school. They
deserve an uninterrupted education free from fear. Since some parents are unable to think
beyond their own family and to the greater good for all we need a mask mandate.

8/14/2021 2:46 PM

2842

Please do not force our children to wear masks at school.

8/14/2021 2:46 PM

2843

I believe it’s up to the parents.

8/14/2021 2:46 PM

2844

Please allow parents to make the decision on whether our kids should wear masks or not

8/14/2021 2:45 PM

2845

I believe the masks are causing more harm to my child than the slim possibility of catching an
unknown illness. I have done mounds of research for my own family and it is my belief the
masks do not help. There is no science to prove otherwise. There is a vaccine available to
anyone that would like it and outside of that, it is no ones responsibility but my own to make
medical/health related decisions for my child. I will be withdrawing her from public schools
immediately should masks become mandatory.

8/14/2021 2:44 PM

2846

No masks

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

2847

Mask wearing should be an option, not mandated. Each person can make their own choice or
stay home. The masks collect too many germs that are even more dangerous like Ecoli.

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

2848

There should not be a mask mandate. Parents should have the right to decide whether or not
their child wear a mask at school.

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

2849

PLEASE do not require our kids to wear masks. They are more detrimental than helpful. Let
the parents of the students choose if they want their kids to wear masks.

8/14/2021 2:43 PM

2850

I wholeheartedly support mask wearing to help stop the spread of covid even though I am
vaccinated. As a Board of Health, I believe you should too.

8/14/2021 2:41 PM

2851

Each parent should be able to decide whether they want their children wearing masks during

8/14/2021 2:40 PM
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school. I am against a mask mandate.
2852

Cloth masks don’t work

8/14/2021 2:38 PM

2853

I am thankful that I have healthy kids. So, there is a lower level of concern for our family.
Though, we would feel a lot safer after they are vaccinated. The reason I support masking for
them is that, I know in their classes they have kids (or family members) who may not be as
healthy or might be immuno compromised. Similarly, their teachers (or their family members)
might be in a similar situation. I know it's inconvenient to wear a mask for extended periods for
my kids, but I have spoken to them of how we do it for the safety of others and they
wholeheartedly support wearing a mask. Vaccinations for under 12s is just around the corner,
so masking won't be required for a long time. Until then masking up in a public setting where
under 12s might be present is the least we can do for the well being of community.

8/14/2021 2:36 PM

2854

I substitute taught in several DCSD schools last term and I saw the real-world mask wearing at
its effects on learning. First of all, the kids were constantly touching their masks, pulling them
down, etc. Obviously, they are much less effective when this happens. Secondly, because the
kids could not see the teachers' faces and the teachers could not see the children's faces,
there was a disconnect between them. Obviously, this hindered the learning process. Thirdly,
both hearing impaired students and teachers really struggled to hear those around them, both
because they could not see lips to read, and because the sound from voices was muffled by
the masks. Masking children is both ineffective at stopping transmission because of the way
the kids fiddle with them, take them off, etc., and is a big hindrance to learning.

8/14/2021 2:35 PM

2855

There are no studies that are peer reviewed nor statically significant that show masking our
children actually helps them or anyone else. We already know that children either have mild
illness or are asymptomatic, and it is not common for them to spread the virus in comparison
to adults. We also know that the particle size of the COVID-19 virus is very small so it easily
passes directly through face masks which is hard to ingnore that fact. Let's talk about carbon
dioxide levels that build up under our masks that you breath right back in when wearing a
mask, that doesn't seem healthy for our children who we are trying to grow and help become
intelligent human beings. It's simply suffocating them. I believe that masks are more harmful
for our children and their overall health then a benefit for anyone. Our bodies are fascinating
machines! Part of how we build and keep up our immune systems is by interacting with the
environment every day. I think allowing our children to build broad spectrum natural immunity is
more important for their health, and not compromising their ability to do so by masking them.
Again, I think masks are more harmful to our children and only compromise their immunity,
physical health, mental health as well as their ability to learn.

8/14/2021 2:34 PM

2856

How about educating families to what is actually going on and stop watching the news. Mask
wearing for long period of time can cause health problems that can be much worse later on in
our children’s health.

8/14/2021 2:34 PM

2857

mask are useless

8/14/2021 2:33 PM

2858

Let parents make their own decisions.

8/14/2021 2:32 PM

2859

I had all three of my teenagers vaccinated so they could have a normal school year. I truly
believe the kids need it. People who have not been vaccinated should assume the risk. It is
their choice just like it was mine to have my kids vaccinated. They have the option of online
school, if they are worried. My kids should not have to pay for their decision.

8/14/2021 2:32 PM

2860

Perhaps we promote an environment that is supportive and safe, encouraging individuals to
mask or not to mask as they see fit based upon their individual need. The proponents and
opponents of masking speak loudly, #thankyoufoundingfathers, but what we know
fundamentally to be true is people thrive when given options. Our children need the opportunity
to thrive, now more than ever. Let’s give parents and families that opportunity now.

8/14/2021 2:32 PM

2861

I believe all children who are not eligible for the vaccination should be masked.

8/14/2021 2:31 PM

2862

Until our kids can be vaccinated for protection against COVID, masks are all we have to try to
protect them and should be used indoors.

8/14/2021 2:30 PM

2863

While I agreed the mask mandate was necessary during the pandemic, SARS-CoV-2 is proving
to be endemic and clinical scientific evidence continues to challenge the efficacy of
facemasks to block human-to-human transmission. Physician statement:
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSW49ESnROj/?utm_medium=copy_link Studies: *

8/14/2021 2:29 PM
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7680614 *
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33205991/
2864

Please mandate mask wearing in schools, it is the best way to ensure our kids stay healthy
and schools stay open.

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

2865

MASKS ARE STUPID NO MORE MASKS

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

2866

Let parents make their own decisions on kids wearing a mask. A mask mandate is
overstepping your bounds yet again. If folks are scared to send their kid to school their is a
remote option. Don’t punish all fir the fear of a few.

8/14/2021 2:29 PM

2867

I firmly believe if people support wearing masks they have the option to do that and for those
of us that don’t we should have the same freedom to choose, wearing masks makes it hard to
breath and isn’t good for you.

8/14/2021 2:27 PM

2868

It’s hard to get around school wearing a mask because you can barely breath

8/14/2021 2:26 PM

2869

I strongly oppose requiring our kids to mask up just to attend school. Enough damage has
already been done the past 1 1/2 years. We have a high vaccination rate in our county and
kids are NOT at significant risk with COVID.

8/14/2021 2:26 PM

2870

This mask mandate for kids is a complete joke that is not based on any true science or
actually meant to help protect the kids or staff. This is abuse to kids and the effects it actually
has on kids is devastating. This mandate is driven by fear and control that has gone way
beyond its bounds. This choice shouldn’t be mandated and stripped from parents and families
but should rest solely with the parents. If some want to mask that is there choice but I who
believe that putting this silly useless muzzle on my kids is a joke and will not comply or cause
this harm to my children. The flu is proven to be more contagious and harmful to kids and no
one has ever gone to mandating masks before this silly virus. This isn’t about safety and well
being of our kids or anyone for that matter. It’s about control and compliance. I beg the leaders
of our district to not cater to this and force parents/families into this hole. Let the parents
CHOOSE!!

8/14/2021 2:25 PM

2871

No to mandatory mask!

8/14/2021 2:25 PM

2872

Why is the least vulnerable group, where COVID is concerned, continuing to be punished the
most? Science has proven that COVID is less deadly to kids than a rock falling out of the sky
and killing them. I urge you to do what is healthy and right for our kids, let them be free of
masks at school and school related activities. They have done their part, they wore masks all
of last year, they stayed home and learned virtually, they socially distanced, they canceled
annual traditions, they stayed away from vulnerable relatives, and many got the vaccine. My
teenagers have now lost over 25% of of their normal high school career that they will never get
back. They’re scrambling to catch up academically and lamenting the loss of sports seasons,
social interactions, and college resume building opportunities. Please do not consider placing
the burden on them again, and instead grant them normalcy.

8/14/2021 2:23 PM

2873

Please use real science to conclude that no children should be wearing masks. They are a
health hazard and don’t work to protect any human from the flu/virus. Here is a link to a
credible resource and is a health hypothesis.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tZnH_YnywkHBPUiMHYiqPaut6AVRbMHq/view

8/14/2021 2:23 PM

2874

Please follow federal and state guidelines for masks in schools instead of putting this up for a
de facto vote by angry parents who do "research" on Google and Fox News. They are not the
experts. You are. My child doesn't need to get ill or die because some people are rambling on
about "muh freedoms" and "parents choice." One final request: When you do decide to
mandate masks, please share scientific evidence to back up your decision as well as
communicate ahead of time what the thresholds would be for removing the requirement in the
future (for example, X cases out of 100,000 students, vaccines allowed in children, etc.) Thank
you, Matt Bateman

8/14/2021 2:23 PM

2875

One of the deciding factor for our family when deciding between sending our 1st grader to a
Douglas County School vs Jeffco was the fact that there was NOT a mask mandate in place
for children 11 and under.

8/14/2021 2:22 PM

2876

I do not want my children wearing masks in school. The mental health of our children is more
important. I am fine if other people want to wear masks but it should be a choice not
mandatory!! Our children have been through enough.

8/14/2021 2:22 PM
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2877

As Dr Fauci stated in the recently revealed emails, masking does not work. Let’s safe our
children from another year of discomfort, breathing challenges and skin problems by using our
common sense and saying NO to mandatory masking.

8/14/2021 2:22 PM

2878

The mental health of our children is a larger issue now than the possibility of Covid exposure.
Wearing mask needs to be a decision left up to the child and their parents, rather than a
mandate from the government furthering the mental health issues our youth are dealing with.
Suicide is a much bigger risk. The options below are not reflective of how this should be
regulated. How Douglas County currently handles is the correct approach. I do not feel
answering question #4 is a correct reflection of any of my opinions.

8/14/2021 2:21 PM

2879

Please allow our kids to mask manadate in school and all indoors

8/14/2021 2:20 PM

2880

Please protect all of our children. I have a son in Douglas county starting kindergarten and I
have a son in Arapahoe county Cherry Creek School district starting at eaglecrest high School.
Thank you

8/14/2021 2:20 PM

2881

Wearing a mask should be optional and not forced!!

8/14/2021 2:20 PM

2882

Please know we need to support the health of the whole child; masks hinder health in a variety
if levels. Mask or no mask should be based on the health assessment of the individual
student...if they or their family are not vaccinated or at high risk, then yes, please where a
mask. If the mask ruling moves to "mandated" and is no longer a decision at an individual
level, then we will move our 2 highschoolers to a homeschool.platform.

8/14/2021 2:19 PM

2883

Mask our kids? Yeah, go fuck yourselves. Hope that was simply put for you.

8/14/2021 2:18 PM

2884

The science does not support masking our children in school. This is doing much more mental
harm than anything this virus is doing to our children physically. This is lunacy that this is even
being considered an option.

8/14/2021 2:18 PM

2885

I wish people would wake up to the fact that we are quickly losing our very freedoms that this
great country was built on. All for a virus with over a 99.5% survival rate with proven early
treatment, and less risk of our kids dying compared to the flu. The people who believe in
masks and vaccines are all shouting for forced mandates for all. What happens when the
government forces them to do something they don't believe in. Believe me, that day is
coming!! When will it end? If it were up to the government, NEVER! They're even talking about
segregrating people based on their "Covid status"! What happens when they say your kids will
be safer being separated from their parents? Please look up "The Shielding Approach" on
cdc.gov. Be a leader in our community and show that you stand for freedom of choice....even
if people disagree. Please see link below for more info. If parents want to put their kids in
masks, that is their right! I disagree with it, but I would never try to force them to take them off
if it makes them feel safe. We the people, who feel our kids are safer without masks and
vaccines should be awarded that same right to do what we feel is right for our kids.
https://rationalground.com/letter-to-the-school-board/

8/14/2021 2:18 PM

2886

Trust the science-masking does not work. This is a choice all people should have. Children
should not have to spend hours indoors with a mask on. It is not healthy. This is a personal
Choice and should not be mandated!!!

8/14/2021 2:16 PM

2887

As a mother of a child who is younger than 12, and as someone who holds a PhD in
Microbiology, I support a mask mandate in schools, while indoors. Reducing transmission
within schools will allow students to remain healthy, and hopefully lessen the amount of time
that classes would be forced to engage in remote learning this year. Keeping kids in class,
learning in person, surrounded by their friends in social settings should be the goal for this
year. Providing masking requirements now, before we see a large increase in cases, will help
to maintain a closer to normal school year.

8/14/2021 2:15 PM

2888

Please keep our young vulnerable kids safe. They deserve to go to school, stay in school and
feel safe.

8/14/2021 2:15 PM

2889

I grew up in a nurses home. I read, research, and trust in science and data. The delta variant
as we have seen world wide is super contagious and devastating. My family is fully vaccinated
but we know break thru cases happen. I am also a long hauler, who otherwise is a healthy
Mother of 3. I wouldn't wish this upon anyone. My husband and 2 of my sons work in the
restaurant industry and since the Delta has been relevant in CO. their companies have required
masks for the staff, again, to provide them with added health security. Why not make a
universal mask mandate for our indoor schools too? We know for a fact masks work. Our

8/14/2021 2:15 PM
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elementary school kids cant get the vaccine yet so we have to protect our children. My
youngest is in middle school and went back this week after remote learning last year. He was 1
of 2 students in his pod who wore a mask the first week of school. He had to fend off many
questions from students as to why he's wearing a mask. This is hard considering his age,
doing the right thing for himself, his family, and others and being questioned and laughed at. I
thought for sure our teachers would lead by example for our kids, but only 1 of his teachers
wears a mask. I feel we have a human right to protect as many as we can. Why not have
everyone at schools wear masks (temporarily, or at least until we can get ahold of this delta
variant we are amongst now) Unfortunately we can not control the anti-vaxers but we can ask
Tri- County health and DCSD to apply masks mandates in our schools. Together, we can help
control our increasing Covid cases, illness, long haul, hospitalizations and death. Thank you
for your time.
2890

Stop forcing masks on children!!! If your going to do this again I will be forced to pull my 2nd
grader that’s on an IEP out of school and home school him. This is bullshit!!! Like many kids,
my son has sensory and learning issues and masks only make the problem worst. The masks
are a breading ground for bacteria and is causing health & dental issues. Covid does not affect
young children and there is a 99.9% survival rate for young people. What you are doing is
wrong!!! Masks are a parents decision and we don’t need Tri-county health acting like
dictators.

8/14/2021 2:15 PM

2891

It’s unhealthy for the kids to breath in there own air for 8 hours!

8/14/2021 2:13 PM

2892

While we’ve already asked so much of our kids the past year and a half, the delta variant is no
joke. And with so many kids aged 12-15 still not vaccinated, we need to do everything we can
to keep all kids healthy and in school. Not to mention that in many families, including mine, not
all kids are eligible for the vaccine just yet. Masks should be worn by everyone. Sadly, that’s
the way the entire country is going.

8/14/2021 2:11 PM

2893

Stop the fear mongering over masks on our children. The physical, emotional and mental
health issues caused by masks are far greater than any benefit you think these useless pieces
of cloth provide. Where was your concern over masking kids for the common flu or cold
viruses in the past? The flu is historically more deadly than covid has ever been for children.
Stop playing politics with our kids.

8/14/2021 2:11 PM

2894

Your survey does not include an accurate option for me under #4. I would like another option to
be “I support masking as a choice for families in cooperation with their medical and mental
health professionals.” I think this is an important distinction from “I do not support masking in
schools under any circumstances.” I am not anti-mask. If people feel better masking, let them
do it. If they don’t, let them have that choice. Especially now when our metrics look good.
Maybe rethink in late fall when this virus will spike again. Points on TCH survey that I will
address: • Protection for those unable to vaccinate, more difficult social distancing • Potential
impact on secondary spread • Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation,
outbreaks) • Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out
of class due to isolation, school disruption First - protection for those unable to vaccinate. All
the data, science, and research show that young students (under 14) are less susceptible to
the virus, less likely to spread the virus, and much lower risk for severe outcomes. Even with
the delta variant. They are not a high-risk group. From Governor Polis on Thursday, “Only a
handful of those who've been admitted to medical facilities are kids; the hospitalization total
includes just seven children age ten or younger, and just ten individuals between eleven and
nineteen, he noted. Moreover, overall hospital capacity in Colorado is nowhere close to being
overwhelmed.” Colorado has great metrics, Douglas County has even better. Colorado
Department of Education and our Governor want schools to return to normal operations without
all the restrictions. CEA (teachers union) is firmly against a return to normal. It is worth noting
that in February the teachers union pressured the CDC to change their recommendation from
allowing all schools to reopen for in-person learning to metrics where only 9% of schools in the
US could open. Please do not go down the same path and trash science, research, and data
because of pressure from outside influences. DCSD did not follow the CDC in July 2020, nor in
February 2021. We can follow local metrics, not national. Very latest CDC model says masks
are 40-60% effective for source protection and 20%-30% effective for personal protection. To
get to the higher range of mask effectiveness the mask must be clean, snug, completely cover
the nose and mouth, and can’t be touched. Any time people don’t fully follow those
parameters, the effectiveness drops. If the mask is any combination of dirty, loose, falls below
the nose or mouth, and is touched the effectiveness drops. Also, the face can’t be touched
and hands should be washed before putting on a clean mask. Staff, teachers, and kids will do
many, if not all, of these behaviors that drop mask effectiveness over a 7-8 hour day. Just

8/14/2021 2:10 PM

1184 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
taking a drink or eating lunch are they washing hands and using a new, clean, snug mask? If
you’ve ever been in a school, you know schools will probably be lucky to hit 20%. Combine
masking effectiveness for kids with the very low hospitalizations and deaths and masks aren’t
going to make a statistically significant difference in protecting this population. There are
options. Kids can ask to social distance. Athletes did it last year to avoid quarantines. If there
is enough interest, one elementary class could be fully masked kids, the other classes a
choice. I know rapid testing is being pushed. That may be an option to set minds at ease.
Youth, who are rarely affected, don’t need the exact same protections as the elderly, immune
compromised, and those with comorbidities. Second - potential impact on secondary spread.
Ethically, should we restrict and mandate kids but not adults? Should we have everything in
Colorado back to normal, everything a choice, except schools? Some of the biggest mask
advocates are the same people flying to places with high covid danger, going out to breweries
and restaurants, and throwing parties and get togethers. Our policies last year were based on
protecting adults, we need to shift to being holistic and looking out for our kids. At this point,
vaccines are available to almost anyone concerned about secondary spread. The onus is on
adults to be the first line of defense for their families, not kids. Schools were never drivers of
transmission and secondary spread, even pre-vaccine. Third - enhanced in-person learning
Last year everyone was masked, and masks did NOTHING to stop quarantines and outbreaks
in schools. As of right now, policy is that masks have zero to do with quarantines or outbreaks.
There is no rule that says if you were a mask, you will not isolate, quarantine, or have school
shutdowns. It is based on if people are vaccinated and close contacts. Anyone who says
masks will make a difference in school policy hasn’t read them. Masked kids will get the same
COVID-19 email as unmasked kids. We can easily find evidence that Covid-19 hospitalization
rates and deaths in K-12 students are extremely rare yet the unintended consequences of loss
of in-person learning and athletic/extra-curricular activities over the past 2 academic years has
resulted in immeasurable harms. Fourth - reduced mental health stress (of mask wearers) due
to bullying and time out of class due to isolation and disruption I have personally experienced
the opposite of what you describe. I saw a group of high school kids being shamed because
they were NOT wearing a mask. The lady had no idea about vaccination status or any personal
circumstances. I said we need to respect everyone and if she had an issue, she needed to
bring it to the school board or health department, not pick on kids. Seeing posts online saying,
“I hope these people (non-mask wearing) become a statistic” is beyond bullying. No one should
wish someone would go to the hospital or die. I imagine masked kids get bullied too but
phrasing as mental health stress and bullying only happens to masked kids is false narrative
and very biased. This is not a one-way street. It is true there are very few DCSD kids wearing
masks. That should tell you which way families lean. I really hope there can be respect going
both ways. As far as mental health is concerned, I am glad you touched on it. The most
common reasons our kids 10 and older are currently suffering or in the hospital: suicide,
attempted suicide, depression, anxiety, feelings of isolation, social disconnectedness, neglect,
abuse, eating disorders, substance abuse, interrupted development, interrupted education,
burnt out, hopeless, and run out of resilience. We have a mental health state of emergency
here. The last 18 months of interrupted and canceled school and activities have caused
immeasurable harms for our kids. When it comes to disruption, I already discussed school
policy. Beyond that, I think we need to stress don’t send your kids to school sick and don’t
send them to school if you’ve tested and don’t have the results yet. We can also focus on
healthy habits like hand washing, healthy eating, exercise, sunshine/vitamin D, and taking care
of emotional and mental health.
2895

Science does not support mask mandates for children or teens, in school or elsewhere. Masks
do not protect children or teens from getting or transmitting COVID. Teachers have the option
to be vaccinated, if they choose, and, in any event, no data show any statistically significant
transmission of the virus from children or teens to teachers, or from teachers to children or
teens. Children and teens are more likely to be struck by lightning than to die from COVID. In
contrast, there is substantial evidence that masks harm children and teens, both physically
and emotionally, and negatively impact learning and social development, both in the classroom
and in extracurricular activities, such as sport or music. Masks dehumanize people.
Dehumanizing children and teens and forcing them to wear masks all day at school is blatant
child abuse. The harm caused by masking at school vastly outweighs the nonexistent benefit,
or any perceived benefit.

8/14/2021 2:10 PM
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I have two 6 years olds who are currently in-person schooling. We have asked them to wear
masks and they are generally doing well with it. Unfortunately without a mandate to wear
masks, teachers and most other students are not wearing masks. Given the rising cases and
increased risk, I see no other viable option to keep our children safe than mandating that
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everyone wear a mask in the school setting. It helped keep students in school last year and
MUST be done again now until vaccines are available for all school-age children.
2897

We have been very cautious during the covid pandemic. My 3 year old daughter went to
preschool orientation wearing a mask this week and another parent had a child unmasked and
mentioned before we left that their child may be catching a cold. 3 days after orientation, my
daughter tested positive for covid. We are disappointed in the lack of judgement other parents
have in regards to covid.

8/14/2021 2:09 PM

2898

I beg you not to mandate masks once again. My youngest, now in 2nd grade, has both reading
and speech deficits. The masks are making this so much harder for him to learn and
understand what is going on. He is already so behind as it is. Please!

8/14/2021 2:09 PM

2899

The CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) both recommended universal
masking indoors regardless of vaccination status. Until these recommendations change, why
do we continue to endanger our population, especially our young children, who are not eligible
to be vaccinated?

8/14/2021 2:08 PM

2900

Parents should have the RIGHT to make decisions based on what's best for thwir families.

8/14/2021 2:06 PM

2901

The Tri-county HD does not represent any school district. The parents, taxpayers and School
Board does represent the school district. The Tri-county HD should not control activities in the
school district... including mask guidelines. The parents, taxpayers and School Board does
represent the school district... including mask guidelines.

8/14/2021 2:06 PM

2902

I've read the reasons TCH is considering mandating mask-wearing in schools. It seems that a
mask mandate might bring up other problems. For instance, we want to protect individuals who
may not be able to vaccinate, but requiring masks may not protect individuals with asthma. In
reducing possible mental health stress due to bullying mask wearers, it seems as though we’re
increasing mental health stress due to bullying non-mask wearers. I am a licensed
psychologist and also involved with a group of students in local high schools. I was dismayed
by the divisiveness universal masking brought out in the students last year. The social
distress I observed increased in families no matter what their opinions were regarding masking.
I’m curious if any studies have been undertaken to find out if the disruptions (this year) due to
COVID-19 are any different than previous year’s disruptions due to other
sicknesses/absences. It would make sense to have information before such a universally
impacting decision. I also wonder if the problems that you hope to address through a mask
mandate might be addressed in other more effective ways. For instance, teaching students
how to respect each other in how their family has determined to handle potential illness might
be more far reaching and relieve mental health stress for all involved. I am happy to help
develop non-restrictive ideas if TCH heads in that direction.

8/14/2021 2:05 PM

2903

Please do not mask our children!! This has gone far enough and our kids are suffering. This
has to end.

8/14/2021 2:05 PM

2904

I am very much against mask from kids in schools. The science behind this does not support
that these help . Kids need to see their peers faces as well as their teachers .

8/14/2021 2:04 PM

2905

I am a PA, an educator at CU - Anschutz Medical Campus and a mom to two 1st graders who
attend a DCSD school. My kids have worn masks every day this past week and it has been
really frustrating to see NONE of their teachers wear a mask while indoors. We attended the
Open House night two Fridays ago and only one teacher was wearing a mask while indoors
while 100's of parents and children walked through the school and in and out of classrooms.
This could have been a super-spreader event as parents paused in classrooms for 15+
minutes talking to the teacher, talking to other parents, unpacking school supplies and looking
around the classroom with their children. My kids come home and say their classroom and
specials teachers (art, music, PE, STEM) don't wear their masks at any time during the day.
Kids that wore their masks on the first few days of school have stopped wearing them because
they don't see their teachers wearing them. My son's teacher stated she doesn't have to wear
her mask because she is vaccinated. I'm really surprised by the misinformation coming from
our schools and our school leaders. I had hoped Governor Polis would help by instituting a
mask mandate this past week but, instead, he will watch to see if numbers of hospitalized
children go up and kids in school go down. I think that is acting too late. The horse is out of
the barn by that point. We need help from our state and county leaders to institute a mask
mandate because no one is taking the CDC, AAP, CDPHE or TCHD 'mask recommendations'
seriously. Our kids learn and act by examples our leaders exhibit. I have friends and family
who practice medicine around the country and we're all scared by the delta variant. We're
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overwhelmed and burnt out. We need our communities to continue to band together and use
whatever mitigation choices we have - vaccination, ventilation, masking and distancing where
we can. Delta is not messing around with the unvaccinated - including our kids who don't yet
qualify for vaccination. Please bring back a mask mandate!
2906

Please consider a mask requirement for all kids returning to school given the available
science-based information on the new variants. We have a responsibility to protect the young
and vulnerable who are not able to get vaccinated.

8/14/2021 2:02 PM

2907

Basically my kids will go private if you choose to go with masks! It’s our right as a parent to
choose whether or not they wear a mask!

8/14/2021 2:01 PM

2908

Please read the following from the Wall Street Journal The Case Against Masks for Children
It’s abusive to force kids who struggle with them to sacrifice for the sake of unvaccinated
adults. By Marty Makary and H. Cody Meissner Aug. 8, 2021 12:39 pm ET Do masks reduce
Covid transmission in children? Believe it or not, we could find only a single retrospective
study on the question, and its results were inconclusive. Yet two weeks ago the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention sternly decreed that 56 million U.S. children and adolescents,
vaccinated or not, should cover their faces regardless of the prevalence of infection in their
community. Authorities in many places took the cue to impose mandates in schools and
elsewhere, on the theory that masks can’t do any harm. That isn’t true. Some children are fine
wearing a mask, but others struggle. Those who have myopia can have difficulty seeing
because the mask fogs their glasses. (This has long been a problem for medical students in
the operating room.) Masks can cause severe acne and other skin problems. The discomfort
of a mask distracts some children from learning. By increasing airway resistance during
exhalation, masks can lead to increased levels of carbon dioxide in the blood. And masks can
be vectors for pathogens if they become moist or are used for too long. In March, Ireland’s
Department of Health announced that it won’t require masks in schools because they “may
exacerbate anxiety or breathing difficulties for some students.” Some children compensate for
such difficulties by breathing through their mouths. Chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can
alter facial development. It is well-documented that children who mouth-breathe because
adenoids block their nasal airways can develop a mouth deformity and elongated face. The
possible psychological harm of widespread masking is an even greater worry. Facial
expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for young children, who are only
learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these
nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and emotionless interactions,
anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic development. It is
especially important for children with disabilities such as hearing impairment. The adverse
developmental effects of requiring masks for a few weeks are probably minor. We can’t say
that with any confidence when the practice stretches on for months or years. What about the
risk of Covid, which mask mandates are intended to ameliorate? The CDC reports that for the
week of July 31 the rate of hospitalization with Covid for children 5 to 17 was 0.5 per 100,000,
which would amount to roughly 250 patients. The CDC acknowledges that not all of these
children were in the hospital for Covid: Viral testing at admission is routine, even for patients
who have no Covid symptoms. Children who do develop Covid symptoms are at minimal risk
of “long Covid,” according to a Lancet study published Aug. 3: “Almost all children had
symptom resolution by 8 weeks, providing reassurance about long-term outcomes.” Children
have been known to transmit Covid, but far less often than adults do. A North Carolina study
conducted before vaccines were available found not a single case of student-to-teacher
transmission when 90,000 students were in school. The faster-spreading Delta variant has
emerged since—but many teachers, parents and children 12 and over have also been
vaccinated. The CDC’s mask decrees are perversely permissive as well as needlessly strict.
Cloth masks aren’t nearly as effective as N95 respirators, but the CDC directives ignore the
distinction. “Many of the face cloth coverings that people wear are not very effective in
reducing any of the virus movement in or out,” epidemiologist Michael Osterholm, who served
on the Biden transition team’s Covid task force, told CNN last week. In July, after coming
under attack for similar comments, Mr. Osterholm wrote a 5,000-word clarification seeking to
dispel “notions that I’m ‘anti-mask.’ ” We have been encouraging Americans to wear masks
since the beginning of the pandemic. But special attention should be paid to the many children
who struggle with masks. Public-health officials claim to base their decisions and guidance on
science, but there’s no science behind mask mandates for children. A new research study by
one of us (Dr. Makary) and his Johns Hopkins colleagues found that of the $42 billion the
National Institutes of Health spent on research last year, less than 2% went to Covid clinical
research and not a single grant was dedicated to studying masks in children. In the absence of
data, mask mandates have ignited a culture war. Yet if masks do reduce asymptomatic
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transmission in children, they likely rank no higher than fourth among mitigation strategies that
schools can adopt, after ventilation, distancing and dividing students into small groups known
as pods. Mandatory vaccination of all teachers and other adults who lack natural immunity—
which teachers unions have vigorously opposed—would also help. Any child who wants to
wear a mask should be free to do so. But forcing them to make personal, health and
developmental sacrifices for the sake of adults who refuse to get immunized is abusive.
Before we order the masking of 56 million Americans who are too young to vote and don’t have
a lobby, let’s see data showing the benefits and weigh them against the long-term harm. Dr.
Makary is a professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, editor-in-chief of Medpage
Today and author of “The Price We Pay”. Dr. Meissner is chief of pediatric infectious diseases
at Tufts Children’s Hospital and served on the Food and Drug Administration’s external
advisory panel for the Covid-19 vaccines.
2909

Leave this up to us freedom to choose do not have a mask mandate. These kids have all been
playing all Summer and everyday after school together. Last year and they are still doing it this
year. So tried these choices being made for us. Masks that kids wear are gross and full of
germs. Stop acting like a mask will help keep kids safe. It won’t

8/14/2021 1:59 PM

2910

It should be up to the students as to whether they want to wear a mask or not. Or they can
choose to do online school at home. But forcing them to wear masks is ridiculous.

8/14/2021 1:59 PM

2911

Covid 19 and the variants will never be controlled to any degree until we consistently enforce
masking indoors, especially in all schools. This is a health issue, life and death, and masking
is the minimum we should have in our schools where classrooms and hallways are crowded.
Please put the safety of students and staff ahead of political rantings and crazy conspiracy
theories.

8/14/2021 1:58 PM

2912

I do not want my children to wear a mask at school.

8/14/2021 1:58 PM

2913

When the pandemic began the overall lack of knowledge and fear made our family
understanding of Covid-19 mask mandates. After a year of our child being the only one in the
house to wear a mask full time we are over it. We do not believe that masks are needed for
kids. We have seen family friends get Covid 19 and all of their children have fully recovered
with none of them getting sicker than a simple cold. Douglas County has a 70% vaccination
rate, currently the two week total of people with Covid is 1700 in a county of 350k thousand
people. The people in this county have done what was asked to not have to return to mandates
and not have to mask our kids. No where else in this county is a child required to wear a
mask. We are still going to send our son to restaurants and soccer games with no mask. He is
going to spend weekends and vacations without being in a mask. If masks are mandated he
will again be the only one in our home in mask for eight hours a day. That is just cruel to do to
a child. Masks are uncomfortable and distracting to small children, add to that after all day at
school they are a germ filled gross mess. I don't want that for our child. While we won't
threaten to leave the district that we like and a school that we love the decisions made in the
next months will have an impact on where our son goes to school in the coming years. If the
district chooses to make fear based decisions we will look into other options outside of DCSD.

8/14/2021 1:58 PM

2914

Everyone should be responsible for themselves. Let the parents parent their children.

8/14/2021 1:58 PM

2915

Masks should not be mandated, this is a choice and there are options out there if you want to
wear masks. This is a choice that parents should be allowed to decide.

8/14/2021 1:58 PM

2916

Please allow the right for parents/students to choose to mask or unmask in a school/sports
setting to allow for the best education based on each student’s individual needs.

8/14/2021 1:57 PM

2917

Please use facts and data of the virus’ impact on youth to support your decisions. Thanks.

8/14/2021 1:56 PM

2918

Masks did not work last year. Children were still catching colds, flu, strep, COVID. Why are we
doing the same things expecting different results? My child was sick more last year with colds
than any other year and was in hybrid learning and wearing a mask everyday. This needs to be
left up to the parents discretion. There are many vaccinated individuals out here that do not
want their children in masks. We understand that the new variant is more transmissible and we
understand that children can get it. The data still shows that children are resilient to this virus.
If hospitalizations in children start rising in our community/ counties, then we re assess the
situation but until then, we follow the data and not the positive case count. I gave my child the
option this year and I asked him; Do you want to wear a mask? I told him corona is still very
real and people are still getting sick and he looked me right in my eyes and said, dad I want to
be able to breathe. That is heart breaking to me. Never once did he tell me he had problems
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last year. Please, please just leave this up to the parents discretion and rely on the parents to
do the right thing and keep their children home if they are sick. Thank you
2919

No masks in our school

8/14/2021 1:55 PM

2920

I do not want my children to wear a mask at school. I feel it is my right as there parent to
decide what is best for them.

8/14/2021 1:54 PM

2921

As a teacher it is exhausting to try hear students and to talk. I got vaccinated because I didn’t
want to wear a mask. The germs are small enough to get through the mask. I went to Disney
world without a mask and survived.

8/14/2021 1:54 PM

2922

I am in favor for masking. I am a healthcare worker and have asthma myself. I also have
immunocompromised family members, in order to keep my kids, my extended family and the
community safe, I recommend masking while indoors. It’s not much to ask of the students and
faculty to do a simple thing as masking. It was successful last year it will be this year as well.
It’s better than the alternative to virtual which my kids were not successful in. I rather be able
to keep them in school and mask to get the education experience they need! I have went
through this pandemic working on the front lines, I want this to end and if everyone does their
part, it can be stopped. In the hospital, it’s exhausting taking care of these people who
contract covid, as my daughter did on her first week back to school after spring break. She
now has long hauler symptoms and I don’t want her to get it again!

8/14/2021 1:53 PM

2923

Please DO NOT mask our children this coming school year. Let parents make the choice on
what’s best for each individual kid.

8/14/2021 1:53 PM

2924

Masking kids against their will is pathetic. Please don’t make kids wear them al day.

8/14/2021 1:52 PM

2925

These kids have had a crazy couple of years. I do not feel the mask is effective. I feel it does
more harm than good.

8/14/2021 1:51 PM

2926

As Grandparents of a 5th Grader, we are very concerned that the measures taken during the
last school year aren't still in place. Covid is impacting our children at increasingly high rates,
and yet the District is not requiring masks? Why? What logical scientific path does this
decision take, or is it simply a political move to appeal to some voters? We are asking you to
please, please take our children's safety and wellbeing first. Please implement mandatory
masks again. They are too precious to put into jeopardy by ignoring the benefits of masking.

8/14/2021 1:51 PM

2927

I feel it is our duty to keep all children safe.

8/14/2021 1:51 PM

2928

The most reasonable solution is to respect every person’s choice. Let families choose whether
they believe masks are the best, healthiest decision for their families or not. If masks work,
those who choose to wear them, will be protected. Masks are NOT benign. There are health
risks & dangers to masking as well as psychological & relational ones. It is reasonable to allow
people to make their own decisions as we each weigh out the risks.

8/14/2021 1:50 PM

2929

You need to stop trying to mask our children. You all are a bunch of communist

8/14/2021 1:50 PM

2930

Please do not punish all 3 counties because 1 county wants masks! Masks in school should
be parents choice! My daughter wears one for her own safety cause it is her choice and not
Mandated! It's her body her choice just like all other children!

8/14/2021 1:49 PM

2931

I feel if parents want their kids to wear mask that’s their prerogative. But do not force them on
those who do not.

8/14/2021 1:49 PM

2932

The science is clear, masking is an effective tool to control the spread of COVID-19. This has
become more important with the emergence of the Delta variant that is more contagious and
can be transmitted to others even when vaccinated, decreasing the protection available to kids
under 12. While mask use by an individual helps to protect them, masking of all students will
increase the quality of that protection and can keep the transmission of the virus at lower
levels than when masking is not done by all. My expectation is that the board of health will
make decisions based on science, to the benefit of the health of the general community and in
this case our children. As can be seen right now in other communities, hospitals are full, first
responders are tired (again), and it can impossible to obtain emergency treatment for anything
other than COVID-19. I don't want to see that turn of events in our community.

8/14/2021 1:49 PM
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I feel the answers to chose from in question 4 are difficult to pick from. I realize the mask
issue is very complicated but I think the choice selections in items 4 are potentially too
simplistic.

8/14/2021 1:49 PM
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2934

As an asthmatic, I can not breathe in a mask. This is a school board decision, which Cherry
Creek already declined to pursue.

8/14/2021 1:49 PM

2935

I do not feel that masking children will have positive results on learning. The amount of time
teachers will spend on following the rules (which we do religiously) regarding masks will no
doubt take away learning time.

8/14/2021 1:49 PM

2936

I believe that each school needs to have the ability to make decisions within their own
community. There are schools that are experiencing higher risk, specific to larger class sizes
and exposures and some schools who have not been as negatively affected. I do not believe
that mandating masks across the board will be effective for each unique school situation. The
only time I would support indoor mask wearing is if the school board that is representing the
parents and students at our school felt that it was the right decision for our community in order
to maintain in person learning.

8/14/2021 1:48 PM

2937

Do NOT mandate masks for our students. They are more likely to die on the way to school.
The social emotional toll this has taken on my young kids will take years to repair.

8/14/2021 1:48 PM

2938

Masks should be a parents choice, zero proof they work to stop viral spread but plenty of proof
they hurt kids emotionally and socially.

8/14/2021 1:48 PM

2939

I’m very concerned our children continue to be used as negotiable assets, when they are
essentially at zero risk and have already sacrificed far too much of their normal educational
experiences. Forcing another dire and inane mandate - like masks - would be negligent and
irrational. The social costs we’ve asked them to incur are shameful, and have manifested as
sharp increases in suicides, additional opportunities for social stigmatization, and on and on.
Finally, and most importantly, our children are not at risk. And they should not be leveraged in
this shameful over-reach of unnecessary knee-jerk reactions.

8/14/2021 1:47 PM

2940

Masks are not good for kids to wear all day. Leave it up to the family’s to make that decision.
No masks for this family!

8/14/2021 1:46 PM

2941

The best way to avoid outbreaks and shutdowns is to wear masks. I recommend purchasing
and promoting the use of KF94 masks. It’s a mask equivalent to an N95, made to fit the face
and be comfortable for long periods of time.

8/14/2021 1:44 PM

2942

With the increase in the delta variant and the likelihood that it causes more infections of
greater seriousness in kids, as well as the known complications an infection can cause if a
child also contracts the flu or RSV (which becomes more likely as we approach the winter
season), it seems like the most prudent option to continue in-person learning is to mandate
indoor mask wearing. This will ensure the kids stay safe while allowing them to enjoy all the
benefits of in-person learning, rather than risk an outbreak that could see them remote learning
for the rest of the year.

8/14/2021 1:43 PM

2943

No masks for kids!

8/14/2021 1:42 PM

2944

Our kids can not breathe or concentrate when wearing a mask . It is not necessary.

8/14/2021 1:42 PM

2945

I do not support kids being required to wear masks.

8/14/2021 1:42 PM

2946

Let out kids be kids- masks and restrictions do more harm then good. Post the statistics on
depression and suicide in our kids. They have just returned to normal. My kids have been in
contact sports all year with no major issues. The classroom Needs to be a place where they
can smile and interact. Not all science is just transmission- it’s so much more.

8/14/2021 1:41 PM

2947

Masking children is a detriment to the overall social development and learning process given
as humans we communicate and learn through social facial cues. Humans are not robots.
Health issues are valid yet segregation and forced vaccinations should never be an option as it
violates our freedoms.

8/14/2021 1:40 PM

2948

Please do not require masks for our kids ! It’s a hindrance to learning and presents other
health and mental challenges .

8/14/2021 1:40 PM

2949

There is nothing about masking that makes sense for viruses. Read the data about kids’
mental health, Suicide ideation etc., since masks were implemented. I’m vehemently opposed.

8/14/2021 1:39 PM

2950

My child got vaccinated solely for the perk of not having to mask up/quarantine. Let it be the
kids/parents choice! No mandate for vaccinated kids!

8/14/2021 1:39 PM
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2951

Dear Board of Health, Please mandate masking in all indoor school settings, as well as
childcare facilities and indoor extracurricular activities. You have asked the community, and
leaders in the community, to follow your strong recommendation for universal indoor masking
for all people in the community, and you have seen that individuals do not either know or listen
to the recommendations, and leaders in schools, school districts, recreation centers, etc., are
literally having their (and their families') lives threatened by bullies who do not wish to follow
science or protect each other. These leaders have to choose between their responsibilities to
protect the community and their responsibilities to protect their own selves, families, and
careers. Please take this burden away from the community leaders. You know the numbers
better than I do, but as hospitals across the country fill up, including pediatric ICUs, it is
demoralizing to health care workers to be stretched so thin, again, because the community will
not choose to protect each other. The world becomes more dangerous for all of us when there
aren't resources available to treat "routine" emergencies, car crashes, heart attacks,
appendicitis, and routine preventative and exploratory care gets put on hold as well. To be
frank, I believe that you are the only hope for Douglas, Adams and Arapahoe Counties to not
suffer needlessly, ravaged by Covid - school shutdowns, long-term effects, and probably a few
pediatric deaths. I do not believe that enough districts will do the right thing on their own - they
cannot; the people making the decisions are being personally threatened. I do not believe that
Governor Polis will mandate masks. His largest constituent bases, Denver and Boulder,
already have mandates, and he will not want to stir up anger against him in the rest of the
state in the year leading up to his re-election campaign. His own kids go to school in Boulder,
and are protected by their mandate. It is unfortunate that you are in this position - unlikely to
be saved by a decision upstream, and unlikely to have enough compliance by the leaders
downstream. We are all relying on you to do the right thing. You know what that is. Save lives
through science. Your own mission statement directs you in what to do here - mandate masks
now. Tri-County Health's mission statement: "Our mission is to promote, protect and improve
the lifelong health of individuals and communities in Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas Counties
through the effective use of data, evidence-based prevention strategies, leadership, advocacy,
partnerships, and the promotion of health equity." Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 1:39 PM

2952

A cloth over a child's mouth and nose is abuse. Cite ONE study that shows that a cloth mask
does anything to stop an aerosolized virus. The kids will not be wearing them the other 18
hours a day out of school-- it's all covid theater and it has to stop. Adults can wear an N95 and
be vaccinated if they want to protect themselves.

8/14/2021 1:38 PM

2953

I strongly disagree with making children wear masks!!!

8/14/2021 1:38 PM

2954

I support choice of masking. Each person should be able to choose what is best for them.

8/14/2021 1:37 PM

2955

Mandate masks. Otherwise the kids don’t wear them. The rates are skyrocketing. Protect the
kids and families and teachers and avoid e-learning. The “monitor then react” strategy is
literally going to kill people and at the very least, disrupt our lives.

8/14/2021 1:36 PM

2956

No masks for our children in school. It should be a family decision and what works for each
family.

8/14/2021 1:36 PM

2957

It is very difficult to have a normal learning experience with masks in school. It is unhealthy to
wear masks all day and it is difficult to hear and interest with students and teachers with
masks. After a year and a half of covid, it is time for the masks to be a personal choice and to
maintain as normal of an environment as possible.

8/14/2021 1:33 PM

2958

It’s none of your business….. we have the right to choose what is best for our children. More
kids have died from the flu then covid and sitting in a mask all days is unhealthy both
physically and mentally …. Stop playing politics with my children’s life you have no right and
you do NOT have my permission

8/14/2021 1:33 PM

2959

I support optional masking in schools for 11 and younger.

8/14/2021 1:33 PM

2960

I believe that masks should not be required in school. They are itchy and hot and distract
children from learning. My son has sensory issues and wearing a mask is really hard for him.
He deserves to go to school to learn vs fighting with masks every day. Which in his case
would obstruct any learning. Let our kids have the right to choose what is right for them!

8/14/2021 1:32 PM

2961

Masks should be a choice for the parents to make for their children. All children have different
needs and tolerances, masks should not be a requirement. Masks can be a hinderance to
learning and a distraction especially for young students. It also prevents any relationships/
trust between teachers and students.

8/14/2021 1:31 PM
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2962

Please use the advice of experts in the field of infectious disease such as the CDC, AAP and
Tri County Health for recommendations for wearing masks to slow the spread of COVID. I
support masks 100% as a very simple non invasive way to protect our kids. I am a pediatric
nurse in the community and don’t want to see any families have to say goodbye to their child
from a preventable disease. Wearing masks universally is a better option that virtual learning
again!!!!

8/14/2021 1:30 PM

2963

Masking children causes significantly more harm than good to their developing bodies and
minds. Looking at the facts, Covid poses little to no threat of serious illness or death in
children. Masks are much more detrimental to their health. Kids need to breath and masking
them all day is inhumane and what I believe to be child abuse. Many kids experience
shortness of breath, headaches, increased anxiety and depression when required to mask at
school. Our job as parents and educators is to provide the best learning environment for kids
to learn and grow. Forcing them to wear masks all day doesn't come close to providing a
positive learning environment. There are many other ways of keeping our kids safe at school.
HEPA filters, proper ventilation, and sanitization are many of the ways we can help decrease
the spread of germs at school. Our kids have suffered enough through this pandemic and it is
about time that we as adults set their needs as a priority. Kids continue to fall behind in school
due to the pandemic and masking them all day at school will not help them learn. Masking
children is child abuse and should not be mandated by the school board. That is a decision
that must be left up to parents.

8/14/2021 1:29 PM

2964

I cannot urge the Board strongly enough to please ensure the safety of not just our children but
the wider community as well. The delta variant is much more infectious - people are spreading
it around without even knowing they have been infected yet. Disinfecting and handwashing isn't
enough to stop AEROSOL spread - it never has been. What worked last year was masking and
maximizing distance where possible, NOT handwashing and disinfecting. The ventilation in the
classrooms is terrible. Schools will close and the last things these kids need is to be forced to
do at-home learning again away from their peers for extended amount of time. No one wants to
wear masks, I get it. I don't. But it's the right thing to do so I put one on anyway. In preschools
and younger aged kids, that's another story altogether.

8/14/2021 1:27 PM

2965

As an elementary school parent and reading intervention teacher, I believe we should all mask
up in schools. Our children need to be in school and we have proven it is one of the best ways
to keep them there! We can work together just a little longer to keep our students healthy and
learning.

8/14/2021 1:25 PM

2966

I am against mask wearing at the high school level. Children 12 and older who are vaccinated
should not be required to wear a mask. There is a wonderful article in the Wall Street Journal
8/8/21 outlining the harm imposed on children forced to wear masks.

8/14/2021 1:25 PM

2967

Please follow the recent recommendations and require masks for students and staff. This will
keep Our schools and communities safer. It may even allow schools to remain in-person this
school year.

8/14/2021 1:25 PM

2968

I STRONGLY oppose Tri County Health imposing a mask mandate in the schools superseding
local school board authority.

8/14/2021 1:24 PM

2969

Thank you for all you are doing to keep the most people possible in our community safe. It is
unfair to drop mask requirements when not everyone has the choice to be vaccinated. Once
children under 12 have that choice, mask requirements and other precautions can be adjusted.
But right now I would encourage you enact a mask mandate to keep those children safe who
do have a choice to get vaccinated at this time. Further, masking will give students a greater
chance of staying in school full time, in person, which is something that everyone in our
community can agree is the best situation for our children. Shutting down of schools could
increase the mental health risks that we have seen since Covid. Isolation, quarantines, and
loss of social opportunities have caused the staggering rise in suicides and depression; there
is no evidence that masks have caused this. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 1:24 PM

2970

I want to see the evidence/data that shows this is necessary. How is my 6 year old supposed
to learn how to read with a mask on? How is she supposed to learn how to communicate with
expression with a mask on? This is her first year in school and she needs to learn in a “normal”
environment. I vote NO to masks in schools.

8/14/2021 1:24 PM

2971

I am against a mask mandate for children in schools. 1)It’s debatable that masks really work
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 2)Children do not wear masks correctly. 3)Choice for
wearing masks should be with the parents and not strangers. 4)COVID-19 has now become

8/14/2021 1:23 PM
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political and mandates are not based on true health and science. 6)It is proven by science that
prolonged mask wearing of children can lead to detrimental physical and psychological affects.
Please don’t give into politics. Let us choose as parents.
2972

We vote NO on mask mandates!

8/14/2021 1:22 PM

2973

Having been in Jeffco schools last year with a 3rd grader that experienced the downside
effects of wearing a mask. I thought I'd give you the details so you have some perspective.
We thought wearing a mask all day in order to be in person full time was a small price to pay.
By Jan after we returned from break, she was talking in 3rd person and confessing covid sins
every night. ie. Mom is it ok that I scratched my nose and didn't wash my hands right
away?.... By beginning April, her hands were coming back with bleeding abrasions. She
couldn't explain it, and I thought she maybe was playing rough outdoors...Turns out...she was
washing her hands so much and using sanitizer that she was causing her hands to bleed
enough that the school would send her home in bandages. She was developing habits of OCD
behaviors. If she just washed her hands and then dropped a pencil, picked it up, she would feel
obligated to wash her hands again. When school was finished and we were no longer wearing
masks...she would talk to people with her elbow in front of her mouth because she didn't want
spit to get on them. She became a nervous wreck and self doubting on every normal behavior.
We had to see our pediatrician and a behaviorist to help figure out how to "retrain her brain"
There are other side effects...but we are working through them. I am not the only parent with
issues stemming from the masked environment. Bottom line...we chose to switch school
districts and go to Douglas County because of the parent choice. There are a lot of other
considerations in the decisions you are making that have MUCH longer lasting effects when
compared to the actual rate of hospitalizations and deaths in the 0-19 age category. The flu
was deadlier to our kids in the overall percentages and frankly adults now have the choice to
vaccinate or not. Our kids should not be used as shields for the adults anymore. Our kids
should be allowed to have a childhood and an education. We as parents should get to decide
what happens with our kids and you need to recognize the damage that you are doing and the
power you have to stop it. At the very least...let there be schools for those who want to mask
up and those who don't. Your comment on bullying for masked kids is ridiculous. The only
reason that would be a concern is when some of the counties were trying to mask
unvaccinated kids...then there is a stigma about that. Now if a kid is going to a school where
others aren't masked, people are aware. Kids are aware. Everyone is aware.

8/14/2021 1:21 PM

2974

Warning: Reasoning and evidence based rationale below, not emotionality and group think. It is
clear covering faces has significant risks and negative effects, especially to children. It is
unclear what improvement to outcomes are provided by covering faces, especially for children.
Attempting to impose a mandate on this basis serves to discredit public health institutions.
Doing so makes clear Tri-County is not acting in the interests of the people it serves, but has
become a completely political organization in need of replacement.

8/14/2021 1:20 PM

2975

In order to attempt to try and maintain full In school learning, I highly support masking indoors.
We have the find a way to get past this and masking is extremely helpful.

8/14/2021 1:20 PM

2976

Masks for children are damaging to their mental health and education. They cannot see
teacher and classmates facial expressions, it perpetuates fear, and for children with ADD,
ADGD, Autism or Generalized Anxiety Disorder it is even worse. The masks also make one
inhale more CO2, which elevates anxiety. For children with diagnosed anxiety disorder, this is
terrible. Studies show that masks worn at length trap and contain parasites and germs. There
are other studies that show masks really are not that much of a protection. Why are we
masking when so many are vaccinated? The COVID risk for children is relatively low,
compared to the flu, so why are we are perpetuating fear?

8/14/2021 1:19 PM

2977

The health department should consider teaching people and providing people with resources to
build up our immune systems, rather than hurting it by wearing a mask, breathing in toxic air
from having no fresh oxygen. The health department should also provide a daily dose of HCQ
for every resident to help prevent the spread of infection. This is not about our health, it's about
control. The virus is not as deadly for children and you are de-humanizing them by forcing
mask wearing.

8/14/2021 1:19 PM

2978

I am an employee of DCSD, mom, and wife of a First Responder. No more masks. Did you not
see the suicide rates of teens last year? We have better odds of dying in a car accident then
getting covid. We are DONE. Let us choose for ourselves.

8/14/2021 1:18 PM

2979

Masks should be optional

8/14/2021 1:18 PM
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2980

Until kids 11 and under have the same opportunity to get vaccination as 12 and up its unfair to
risk their health. After they are able to get vaccination the mask indoors should continue till
they have had reasonable time to become fully vaccinated.

8/14/2021 1:17 PM

2981

I feel the kids should not have to wear masks and let the kids have a normal learning
environment with no mask distraction.

8/14/2021 1:17 PM

2982

Since both my kids are too young for the vaccine the only protection they have against COVID
is to wear a mask. I’m relying on the community to help keep my kids safe and healthy and
until there is a vaccine for the under 12, wearing a mask is the only way to do that. My
daughter asks me why she has to wear a mask when the other kids in her class don’t and all I
can say is it is to keep you safe and healthy but it also makes her feel like the odd kid out
sometimes. As soon as there is a vaccine for the 12 and under I would get my kids vaccinated
and allow them to go without masks in school. The hope is we’re not far from a vaccine for that
age group but until then I think it’s the community’s responsibility to protect our kids and the
best way to do that is to wear a mask. I think people should realize wearing a mask now
doesn’t mean it has to be forever but just until there is a vaccine for all. Then those who don’t
believe the science can make a choice for there kids not to get vaccinated but until then they
are putting my kids at risk because I believe the science and don’t want an outbreak at my
kids school that would force remote learning. I don’t think remote learning is good for kids and
we should do all we can to prevent that. Our school has already had a number of COVID cases
among kids and we’ve only had 1 week of school. That isn’t a good sign as we get into the
winter months.

8/14/2021 1:16 PM

2983

I support mask wearing for all ages even staff. There are cases of those being vaccinated and
still getting infected with the delta variant. Young kids are just as vulnerable to getting sick as
adults and vaccinated individuals too. Masking up in my opinion keeps all viruses from
spreading uncontrollably and even strep throat cases were down in schools last year. My kids
have not been sick since early March of 2020 and I strongly believe it’s because people were
masked up, not touching their faces and spreading their germs.

8/14/2021 1:15 PM

2984

I believe all schools should require masking. Masking keeps all children safe during a time
when those under age 12 cannot be vaccinated and when the delta variant is so contagious. It
is my belief that with masking, we not only keep our children/students safe and healthy but
also are able to keep them in school full time.

8/14/2021 1:15 PM

2985

Children who are not old enough to get vaccinated are extremely vulnerable and should
absolutely be required to mask in school! It makes no sense for them not to be. This is
dangerous. Just look at Florida and Texas. All of their pediatric hospitals are at full capacity. Is
that what you want for Colorado? Follow the science not the politics. Make masks mandatory
to protect our children!!

8/14/2021 1:14 PM

2986

Masking children is child abuse. There is not one study to prove that masking children reduces
the spread of COVID 19 but there are many studies on the harm masking does including but
not limited to increased irritability, headaches, difficulty breathing, difficulty concentrating.
Masking children harms them physically, psychologically, and behaviorally. Masks do so much
more harm than good.

8/14/2021 1:14 PM

2987

I feel as though parents should have a choice on whether or not their own children should wear
masks. I think that sanitizing, keeping clean and distancing is what needs to be consistent.
Everything opened and I feel as if people became less cautious about these matters.

8/14/2021 1:13 PM

2988

Please, NO masks!

8/14/2021 1:12 PM

2989

These masks and social distancing are doing children in school more harm than good,
especially for younger kids. A huge part of learning about the world around us is learning how
to speak and how to observe emotions. Masks make it impossible for children to learn how to
form words with their mouths, how to pronunciation correctly, how to recognize emotions in
others, and to identify moods in students and teachers. School is about interaction and social
lessons. It has now been studied and proven that the last year of online school has dropped
testing scores drastically. Children will now have to work twice as hard to make up that
learning that was lost. Don’t make them fall behind in social cues and expression any longer.
The health of our children includes mental, emotional, and societal health. This virus isn’t
going away and is also not taking kids down like it did adults a year and a half ago. Kids are
resilient and wearing masks should be a personal choice. I am completely against students
AND teachers wearing masks as a rule.

8/14/2021 1:11 PM
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2990

No masks for these kids. They are so low risk as it is, and it should be optional for those who
fear Covid or need extra reassurance. The amount of cases that end in severe illness or death
in children of elementary age is literally lightning strike territory. The more we as parents
sensationalize, we are perpetuating drama and anxiety for these kids.

8/14/2021 1:09 PM

2991

PLEASE mandate masks, at least where kids 11 and under are located. These kiddos are
defenseless against the disease and masks are such a small inconvenience. Masks will
definitely slow the spread and I am in favor of mandating them in all schools for all employees,
visitors, and students. Why not?????

8/14/2021 1:09 PM

2992

Currently in the entire state of Colorado there are 17 children from K through high school who
are hospitalized with Covid-19.

8/14/2021 1:08 PM

2993

I think we should NOT mask our children. Those who are worried about getting sick should
stay home. We can’t be afraid forevermore. There will always be a sickness we can get
whether it be the common cold or covid. My son came home with a headache everyday he had
gym class because he had to wear a mask during. That is also a concern.

8/14/2021 1:07 PM

2994

Masks are not necessary. Please do not require masks to be worn. If certain families are
uncomfortable or scared, they can wear masks, but don’t punish those who have already had a
positive prior test or been vaccinated. We’ve never required masks for any other respiratory
illnesses before.

8/14/2021 1:07 PM

2995

DCSD said they were following recommendations to wear masks indoors. My kindergartener is
one of two kids masked in his class. In his grade of probably 125 kindergarteners, there are
probably 5 wearing masks. No teachers are wearing masks, neither is the principal of his
school at Roxborough primary school. If parents won’t volunteer to follow the cdc and dcsd
recommendations, then they must be mandated to. It’s too risky. We have a 3 month old at
home. My son has a history of respiratory illness. I kept him home last year because it felt too
unsafe to put him in that position. This year, I thought would be safer but it’s not at all. It’s
proven to be less safe because at least last year, kids wore masks indoors. We can’t let this
become a political issue. And if we can just mask the kids that aren’t able to get vaccinated,
we should be able to keep the schools open and not need to go to remote learning. Please help
those of us who will do anything to protect our kids and the community at large. I don’t want
my kid to die. I also don’t want anyone else’s kid to die.

8/14/2021 1:06 PM

2996

As a parent and mental health professional of children I feel that mask wearing MUST be a
choice by the child and their parents. I am part of many different parent groups and without
question two things will happen if masks are mandated. One there will be a mass exodus of
children of all ages to homeschooling or those not requiring masks. For example previous
teachers are offering small in home teaching groups etc. Two there will be a huge unrelenting
fight for rights of parents and their children. It’s pretty simple those who want masks are the
minority by far and the best thing is they still have a choice to mask their kids if they want to. I
can count several hundreds of parents in groups specifically set up in regards to this issue
who are not going to just give in to mask mandates. Masks have been proven not to work and
there are studies now coming out of the damage they can cause health wise (various more
dangerous then Covid to children) but even more so mental health wise. I saw the impact first
hand as I work in schools it is not ok and child abuse in my opinion. Kids deserve the right to
breathe. Lastly the likelihood of a child getting Covid and dying is next to nothing.
Asymptomatic spread is also being shown to not have an impact. So why are we even
considering this? Those who want masks should be allowed to wear them those who do not
shouldn’t have to.

8/14/2021 1:06 PM

2997

Hello, I am a student at Rock Canyon High School. My family and I have been very concerned
about COVID-19. Since school has started last week, we have been very unhappy with the
way the school is handling the virus. I have been wearing a KF94 mask at all times inside the
school building, but very few other students have been wearing masks at all; additionally, there
is no distancing occurring and windows are not open. After only one week at school, I am
strongly considering finding another school option due to the lackluster handling of the virus by
the school district and administration. I hope that masks will be required for all students to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

8/14/2021 1:03 PM

2998

Do not mask our kids again! It made them lose their identities and caused much emotional
pain. Please do not do it again.

8/14/2021 1:03 PM

2999

Should 100% follow cdc recommendations. Kids under 11 that can’t choose to be vaccinated,
masking should be mandatory in indoor setting. We should be protecting our unvaccinated

8/14/2021 1:03 PM
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children.
3000

Please I request the board to mandate the masks for kids who are not vaccinated. I think it’s
necessary.. I have a baby at home and afraid of the sibling bringing virus to home..as a mom
having sleep less nights due to this issue..

8/14/2021 1:03 PM

3001

Should 100% follow cdc recommendations. Kids under 11 that can’t choose to be vaccinated,
masking should be mandatory in indoor setting. We should be protecting our unvaccinated
children.

8/14/2021 1:02 PM

3002

Children should not be forced to wear masks. It is socially debilitating. It is necessary for
children to learn to read facial expressions for developmental purposes. If children are forced
to wear masks, we are dehumanizing everyone, rendering children unable to interpret emotions
via facial expressions. Children also rely on their immune system to keep them healthy, and by
forcing masks, you are leaving their immune systems vulnerable and unable to produce
antibodies to fight other viruses and infections. Scientifically speaking, our bodies need
exposure to germs to sustain a healthy immune system response. The sheer amount of
viruses and bacteria found on masks that have been examined is disgusting, and children are
incapable of refraining from touching their masks, as are adults. Proper donning and doffing of
masks is not practiced and well known to the public, but as soon as a mask is touched, it is
considered contaminated and should be doffed properly and disposed of according to proper
PPE requirements. Medically and developmentally, masks are not suitable for children and
they should not be forced. This decision should be left solely up to the parents.

8/14/2021 12:58 PM

3003

I am a Dr. yes on masks. Every MD and healthcare worker I know and work with has been
vaccinated and 100% support masks. Until under 12 are vaccinated we have to use the tools
available to keep them safe. Look at all the pediatric ICU MDs and nurses pleading with people
to wake up in many other states. Let’s not take that path. We are at that juncture now. Pick the
correct path that increases the probability of our kids, family and neighbors not going to the
hospital.

8/14/2021 12:57 PM

3004

We do not support mask wearing in the elementary schools

8/14/2021 12:57 PM

3005

There shouldn’t be a mandate on masks for teachers or kids. Choice

8/14/2021 12:55 PM

3006

We already know masking helps reduce the spread of Covid-19. I would love for everyone take
it upon themselves to do what they can to ensure our kids stay IN school and have their
children wear masks but they aren’t. My son and two others are the only ones in their class
wearing masks. That is not enough to stop the spread. Not to mention the poor teachers who
have to navigate this land mine topic while trying to teach. Can we at least give the teachers a
break have our leaders lead?

8/14/2021 12:54 PM

3007

My opinion is if all the adults are vaccinated, there is little risk to children. The negatives of
masking far outweigh any benefit due to improper use of masks and cross contamination, etc.
It would also be detrimental to children who are visual learners or children who are very young
and still learning social cues.

8/14/2021 12:53 PM

3008

UC hospitals are seeing more pediatric cases there is much data showing variants are more
easily spread. This is a time to error if need be on the side of caution. What is the no maskers
plan if they’re wrong? I think they are making a bet they can’t afford to lose but the children will
pay for. Perhaps they can get replacement children.

8/14/2021 12:52 PM

3009

I have two sons at Mountain Vista and last year was the absolute worst school year on record
for both. One of my sons was a freshman last year and between online "learning" and sociallydistanced/masked "learning", he learned next to nothing. Masks make learning and
communication EXPONENTIALLY harder!! It's hard to hear, hard to perceive
expressions/emotion, and if kids were hesitant to ask questions before, mask-wearing almost
guaranteed that they never would. Even with masks, covid ran rampant because: 1) masks do
not prevent virus particle spread!!! and 2) This is what viruses do!! Respiratory viruses are
notoriously contagious and even our best efforts to stay apart and wear masks do NOT stop
the spread. We know this because despite doing both of those things, every family had at
least one kids 'quarantined' at any given point last year. What a joke! Most of us have either
gotten covid or have gotten the virus. It's time to MOVE FORWARD!!! Our kids cannot live 6
feet apart with mask on indefinitely and it's absurd to suggest they should, especially given the
LOW LOW risk covid poses to kids!! If someone wants to wear a mask, fine, let them. Nobody
else cares. (Bringing back the mask mandate because you're afraid of mask bullying is the
stupidest, most absurd, unscientific reason I can imagine.) Considering the physical and
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mental health of our kids, a mask mandate would be devastating. Masks are filthy and
uncomfortable. I don't want my kids breathing in bacteria all day. And let's just be honest, they
are terrible. They slip down, they fog up your glasses. They make school miserable. Our kids
need some relief!! NO mask mandate!
3010

I do not consent to masks, masks or unhygienic and full of pathogens the Chrid other
respiratory diseases. Our entire family is already immune to COVID-19 and we have TCell
immunity to prove that I will fight this in court if I have to

8/14/2021 12:51 PM

3011

I am highly concerned that you are considering masking our children in school again. My 8
year old was having anxiety about the thought of potentially wearing masks in school again
this year. He was so happy when he didn’t have to wear one at the beginning of the school
year. It seems that you are not considering the long term negative psychological effects that
wearing masks has on kids. My kid is very social and loves facial expressions. This is part of
how he (and other kids) love to communicate, and wearing masks would deprive them (again)
of this natural way to communicate nonverbally. If you impose a mask mandate, I will likely
pull my son from the district and send him to private school.

8/14/2021 12:50 PM

3012

• Requiring children to wear facial coverings in school is an absurdly overcautious response to
COVID-19 given the amount of risk that it presents to their age group. As of today, children
under 19 account for approximately 3% of Colorado’s COVID-19 hospitalizations. Please
provide specific data regarding hospitalizations and deaths of school-aged children in Douglas
County. What percentage of those select few had other contributing health issues? • Masking
children has legitimate harmful side effects that school and health officials should not brush
aside in favor of over-exaggerated concerns like “mental health stress due to bullying (of mask
wearers)”. Stunted social development, producing long-term irrational fear, restricted breathing
in hot classrooms, skin rashes, etc., should not be washed-over by a select group’s
hypersensitivity to COVID-19 case numbers. • The 7-Day Cases Per 100K metric driving the
CDC’s mask recommendations is proving to be a poor indicator of actual health risk. As of
today, Douglas County has surpassed the range that the CDC has set as “High”---the highest
possible danger---by 40%, yet we are quite obviously not experiencing a public health
emergency in our community. • Masking school children would be done purely for show--completely inconsistent with the students’ other everyday activities, like sports teams, play
groups and church. I believe there are studies showing that the majority of COVID-19
infections among children occur outside of school. If true, a mask mandate would provide no
practical benefit. It would just be a virtuous show of support for the vocal minority.

8/14/2021 12:49 PM

3013

Kids need to be kids, and know each other with out mask.

8/14/2021 12:46 PM

3014

I do not believe masks for kids in school is either necessary or beneficial. Let our kids have a
normal life.

8/14/2021 12:46 PM

3015

Please mandate mask to save immunity compromised kids

8/14/2021 12:46 PM

3016

Please require masks for all students and teachers until all ages are eligible for and have
received their full vaccine dosage. Teachers should be required to get vaccinated as well as
students when their age is eligible. How is this any different from requiring polio or small pox or
MMR vaccines?

8/14/2021 12:45 PM

3017

Please be the voice of science, reason and safety for our children. Don’t be swayed by the
vocal minority!

8/14/2021 12:45 PM

3018

I believe masking students in school should be parent choice.

8/14/2021 12:45 PM

3019

Masks should be mandated now that there is several new strains so we can ensure school
does not get closed. The population will be increased in classrooms and it’ll be harder to
prevent breakouts.

8/14/2021 12:44 PM

3020

Masking children is child abuse. I am a retired teacher and being able to see facial
expressions and clearness of speech is so important to the development of children in learning
and social situations. There are more germs created and lack of oxygen when wearing a mask.
Stop the muzzling of children. These children have been socializing all summer with other
children and now you’re going to require masks. Makes no sense. Such hypocrisy.

8/14/2021 12:44 PM

3021

We are very opposed to universal masking. Cases and spread within schools are both very
low. Children need to be able to see each other and their teachers for normal social
development.

8/14/2021 12:43 PM
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3022

The science has shown that vaccines work and the choice to wear a mask should be made by
the parent and/or teacher and/or student

8/14/2021 12:42 PM

3023

Masking is more harmful to our children than not. There is a heavy social & emotional cost
that is not being weighed into the decision-making. We have a high percentage of students and
adults vaccinated in Douglas County. If masking is considered, there should be no masking for
vaccinated students. This will perhaps motivate others to get vaccinated. Real-life decisions
have real-life consequences. We respect the liberty to not get vaccinated, but then a person
must accept the responsibility that comes with the decision.

8/14/2021 12:41 PM

3024

Until there is proven transmission of Covid from student to student, student to teacher or
teacher to teacher IN the school. Not transmission happening OUTSIDE the school but within
the school, there is no need to force kids to wear masks at any age Until kids are proven to be
at risk for serious health risk from contracting Covid, there is not a need for masks. when
looking at children being hospitalized please look a little deeper. It is not Covid. There are other
illnesses, including RSV causing hospitalization in younger children. Until you are 100%
confident that kids (younger and older) are not facing long term impacts from not being able to
get validation from seeing smiles on teachers faces. Or fellow student faces, please do not
force masks. Validation and confidence comes from positive reinforcement and seeing a smile
of encouragement is important.

8/14/2021 12:41 PM

3025

Covid is a real thing and the fact that people treat it like some simple flu is annoying. Kids
aren’t going to mask on their own, heck I don’t even trust some high schoolers to mask on
their own. What happens when someone in school gets it and it spreads to already immune
compromised family members? I don’t want to deal with worrying about my little brother getting
covid because schools aren’t making masking mandatory and he isn’t old enough to get the
vaccine. It’s annoying, I wish people would just suck it up for a bit so we could get this over
with.

8/14/2021 12:40 PM

3026

Masking students is unrealistic when the survival rate is over 99%. Not to mention the
psychological effects this is having on our children.

8/14/2021 12:40 PM

3027

It’s better to protect the vulnerable kids and unvaccinated age group

8/14/2021 12:40 PM

3028

Our children should not be forced to wear masks. If a parent wants their child to wear a mask
then they can, but mandating is going too far

8/14/2021 12:38 PM

3029

While I understand the desire to want to make choices for your own family, I strongly believe
that this is not something that should be up to personal choice. Laws and regulations regarding
seatbelts, helmets, and smoking to name a few are in place to serve the public and are not
debatable. Every restriction faces pushback when first enforced, but then becomes the norm
and widely accepted. I don’t think we will ever get to the point where masks are widely
accepted unfortunatley. Just as toddlers need rules to keep them safe to their dismay, mask
mandates are required to keep us safe. We are living in extraordinary times and politics has
unfortunately played an unhealthy role in the pandemic. Politics should not be considered when
mandating public safety measures.

8/14/2021 12:38 PM

3030

Please allow for parents choice. My children have already had covid and have build in
antibodies for the virus. Seeing their teachers smile is something they missed last year.
Please don’t force kids to wear masks all day!!!

8/14/2021 12:37 PM

3031

I am absolutely against mandatory masking it is not proven effective it is simply a gesture
public officials put forth in order to seem like they are doing something. Our kids need to
breathe and see each other and are not at risk regardless of the Delta variant, survivability rate
remains extremely low and I would rather preserve our rights to parent the way that we choose
rather than mandating a piece of cloth for everyone to suffocate again this year.

8/14/2021 12:37 PM

3032

Common cloth masks are not considered a very effective measure to prevent the spread of
COVID. The effects of children wearing masks on a daily basis is unknown, but my parental
'gut' tells me, it can't be positive. I am completely against a 'mask mandate' and feel that this
type of measure is an encroachment on our civil liberties as Americans. If there was some
actual proof it was effective, and beneficial to the public, it would be worth considering, but at
the current time, it seems to be an act of medical authoritarianism and I'm completely against
it. I have heard the argument that people who don't understand the importance of mask
mandates are uneducated, so I'd like to point out that I am an electrical engineer, who
graduated from Colorado School of Mines with honors. I'm not a doctor, but I believe my
engineering degree has taught me to understand how to read data and understand

8/14/2021 12:36 PM
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error/uncertainty. Please maintain the Douglas County School Districts and Board of Douglas
County Commissioners stance to avoid issuing mask mandates.
3033

Please mandate masks to keep children, teachers, staff and families safe.

8/14/2021 12:36 PM

3034

Due to the lack of Americans getting vaccinated and the rise in the delta variant and more
children getting the virus I think all mask mandates should be in place and families should be
able to decide whether their children participate in a live school setting or via a remote
environment. Or just make vaccines a requirement for those attending live. Seems pretty
simple.

8/14/2021 12:36 PM

3035

I understand this is a difficult subject with strong opinions on both sides. Thank you for
considering those opinions and doing your best for our kids. Our family is strongly AGAINST
any sort of mask mandate and I'll begin to explain why by reviewing your reasons for
considering one: * Protection of those unable to vaccinate: We had mask mandates and social
distancing in place for at least 12 months and they did VERY LITTLE to reduce the spread!
Why on earth would we consider reinstituting the same failed policies that made school and life
in general miserable when this pandemic hit?? The science is clear that paper masks do NOT
block virus particles. They may prevent the spread of saliva from sneezes, exhalation, but if
this is our criteria, then we should wear masks 24/7/365 to prevent colds and the flu. What's
more, paper masks are an absolute breeding ground for germs and bacteria. I do not want my
kids breathing this filthy air all day. *Secondary spread & more in-person learning: Again,
masks did not work for either of these issues last year! What has worked, however, as time
has passed, is that many people have gotten covid and/or have been vaccinated against
covid. Science says that the likelihood of covid spreading like it did last year is extremely low
because of these factors. *Mental health: This one stretches the bounds of good sense. Would
we actually consider instituting a policy - not because of actual viral spread - but because we
anticipate that MAYBE, someone MIGHT "bully" someone else about wearing a mask? This is
utter nonsense. Give our kids some credit. After the year and a half we've all had, no one
cares if someone else wears a mask or not. If any sort of bullying happened, it would be
corrected, the end. It's ridiculous to consider a policy because we're afraid of the bad behavior
of a few. And if we want to consider mental health - and I think we should - consider the
devastating damage that masks and social distancing have done to our kids. Sitting at lunch
alone, no talking between classes, no seeing facial expressions, difficulty communicating, the
price of these things is incalculable. They all contributed to the disaster that was school in 2021. We have to move on at some point. Either we decide that we will try to hide from this virus
FOREVER which we clearly can't do - or we decide that we've tried mitigating, it didn't 'work,
much of the population has gotten covid or the virus and understand that our risks are
decreasing daily. The covid risk for kids especially is extremely LOW!! of the 4.2M+ kids who
got it in 20-21, .008% died. This percentage is less than the flu, yet none of these
extraordinary measures have been suggested for the flu. For those who are still concerned,
they can and should wear a mask. And if they do, what does it matter that our kids don't??? I
get you, do not force a miserable, uncomfortable, depressing, ineffective mask mandate down
our kids' throats. They do NOT work and cause more harm than good. Let those who are
passionate about mask wearing wear masks and leave the rest of us to live our lives. Our kids
can't take another year like last year. Their future depend on moving forward at this point.

8/14/2021 12:36 PM

3036

I have pictures of the first day of school in which a mandatory assembly was conducted with
the entire school in the gym. 2,000 students on top of each other, most with no masks. My
kids were extremely uncomfortable and I was brushed off by the school when I mentioned it
and my immunocompromised (vaccinated/masked) child.

8/14/2021 12:34 PM

3037

I am commenting today to implore Tri County health to mandate masks for all children in
school facilities. At the beginning of the summer COVID19 cases were decreasing and it
seemed that the worst was behind this country. But with the arrival of the Delta variant it feels
like we are back to square one in the fight against this pandemic. There is one very important
difference between what we went through last year and this Delta variant, and that is it’s
impact to children. All over this country the number of children being hospitalized with
COVID19 complications is increasing, including in Colorado. We have the opportunity to
prevent an unthinkable situation in Colorado that other states (ex-Texas does not have any ICU
capacity in their Children’s hospital) by using the tactics that we know work- masks. Doctors,
scientists and parents are imploring leaders to look at their stance on masks. As a parent I’m
terrified of sending my two older children to school because of the lacks of masks. I’m terrified
of them bringing home COVID to their baby sister that is too young to mask. It is within our
power to make sure Colorado (specifically Tri County) does not join the headlines of Texas,
Florida, Georgia and the list goes on. Cherry Creek school district has reversed their stance on
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masks, Denver Public Schools are requiring masks, and it’s time for Tri County and Douglas
County to follow the science and require masks for teachers and kids. I am begging as a
mother for this leadership team to make the responsible decision and mandate masks to keep
all children and teachers safe.
3038

As a teacher and a parent, I know that the beat thing for students is to do in-person learning.
The only way that this is possible is with all staff, visitors, and students wearing masks. We
know that this is the most effective measure against COVID when there are people who are
not vaccinated and as a majority of students are unable to be vaccinated at this time because
they are younger than 11. No matter what I will be wearing a mask and my children will be
doing the same. In order to safely provide instruction, masks must be worn so we do not have
to go back to remote learning as we know that this does not work!

8/14/2021 12:31 PM

3039

Masks should be optional with an environment that supports those who chose to wear and
choose not to wear masks.

8/14/2021 12:30 PM

3040

I believe in taking prudent precautions to protect vulnerable members of the community. But
mandating that children wear masks for 8 hours in school is unreasonable and too far-reaching.
We've begun to take on a somewhat neurotic view of Covid mitigation, foregoing all other
concerns that some of these mandates might cause. Please to not bow to the very loud
minority that is pushing the masks. We've already seen how many people actually are
CHOOSING to wear masks at school. It's clearly an exceedingly small minority. The vast
majority do not see a need/benefit or you would have seen that represented on the first days of
school. As far as mandating them so that the few people who wear them do not feel shamed.
Are you trying to regulate the virus or regulate behavior? Since when do we make everyone do
something so that nobody feels badly about their choice? You should probably mandate
uniforms then as well. Any "mask shaming" needs to be handled at the individual level just like
any other bad behavior we as teachers have to address. If we start seeing a large number of
children getting hospitalized and dying...an ill fitting cloth mask hanging around their mouth
isn't the answer. We've got a bigger problem. Accommodations have been made for the
vulnerable and vaccinations are widely available. Now we need to move on and let the kids and
the teachers have some normalcy.

8/14/2021 12:29 PM

3041

It’s a myth that masks prevent viruses from spreading. The overall evidence is clear: Standard
cloth and surgical masks offer next to no protection against virus-sized particles or small
aerosols.1 The size of a virus particle is much too small to be stopped by a surgical mask,
cloth or bandana. A single virion of SARS-CoV-2 is about 60-140 nanometers or 0.1 microns.2
The pore size in a surgical mask is 200-1000x that size. Consider that the CDC website
states, “surgical masks do not catch all harmful particles in smoke.” And that the size of
smoke particles in a wildfire are ~0.5 microns which is 5x the size of the SARS-CoV-2 virus!
Wearing a mask to prevent catching SARS-CoV-2, or similarly sized influenza, is like throwing
sand at a chain-link fence: it doesn’t work. There has been one large randomized controlled
trial that specifically examined whether masks protect their wearers from the coronavirus. This
study found mask wearing “did not reduce, at conventional levels of statistical significance, the
incidence of Sars-Cov-2-infection.”3 Consider also, that the existence of more particles does
not mean more virus. Research shows less virus does not mean less illness. Dr. Kevin
Fennelly, a pulmonologist at the National Heart, Lung and Blood institute debunked the view
that larger droplets are responsible for viral transmission. Fennelly wrote: “current infection
control policies are based on the premise that most respiratory infections are transmitted by
large respiratory droplets- i.e., larger than 5 [microns] – produced by coughing and sneezing,
…Unfortunately, that premise is wrong.”4 Fennelly referenced a 1953 paper on anthrax that
showed a single bacterial spore of about one micron was significantly more lethal than larger
clumps of spores.5 Exposure to one virus particle is theoretically enough to cause infection
and subsequent disease. This is not an alarming thought - it simply means what it has always
meant, that our immune system protects us continually all our life.6 There have been hundreds
of mask studies related to influenza transmission done over several decades. It is a wellestablished fact that masks do not stop viruses. “Part of that evidence shows that cloth
facemasks actually increase influenza-linked illness.”7 Bacteria are 50x larger than virus
particles.8 As such, virus particles can enter through the mask pores, yet bacteria remain
trapped inside of the mask, resulting in the mask-wearer continually exposed to the bacteria.
Related to the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic, there was almost universal agreement among
experts, that deaths were virtually never caused by the influenza virus itself but resulted
directly from severe secondary pneumonia caused by well-known bacterial “pneumopathogens”
that colonized the upper respiratory tract.9 Dr. Fauci and his National Institute of Health
studied pandemics and epidemics and concluded, “the vast majority of influenza deaths
resulted from secondary bacterial pneumonia.”10 All parties mandating the use of facemasks
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are not only willfully ignoring established science but are engaging in what amounts to a whole
school clinical experimental trial. This conclusion is reached by the fact that facemask use
and COVID-19 incidence are being reported in scientific opinion pieces promoted by the CDC
and others.11 The fact is after reviewing ALL of the studies worldwide, the CDC found “no
reduction in viral transmission with the use of face masks.”12 Additionally, Children have been
repeatedly shown not to be drivers of this contagion. It is well accepted that children have a
statistically zero chance of dying from COVID. The CDC shows the K-12 mortality rate from or
with COVID is .00003.13 Any intervention, especially one that is prophylactic, must cause
fewer harms to the recipient than the infection. Since children have the lowest death rate from
COVID infection, the cost-benefit of requiring children to wear an investigational face-covering
with emerging safety issues is especially difficult to justify. Anthony Fauci was very clear that
asymptomatic transmission was not a threat. He stated, “in all the history of respiratory-borne
viruses of any type, asymptomatic transmission has never been the driver of outbreaks. The
driver of outbreaks is always a symptomatic person.”14 Wearing respirators come(s) with a
host of physiological and psychological burdens. These can interfere with task performances
and reduce work efficiency. These burdens can even be severe enough to cause lifethreatening conditions if not ameliorated.15 Fifteen years ago, National Taiwan University
Hospital concluded that the use of N-95 masks in healthcare workers caused them to
experience hypoxemia, a low level of oxygen in the blood, and hypercapnia, an elevation in the
blood's carbon dioxide levels.16 Studies of simple surgical masks found significant reductions
in blood oxygen as well. In one particular study, researchers measured blood oxygenation
before and after surgeries in 53 surgeons. Researchers found the mask reduced the blood
oxygen levels significantly, and the longer the duration of wearing the mask, the greater the
drop in blood oxygen levels.17 Moreover, people with cancer, will be at a further risk from
hypoxia, as cancer cells grow best in a bodily environment that is low in oxygen. Low oxygen
also promotes systemic inflammation which, in turn, promotes “the growth, invasion and
spread of cancers.”18 Repeated episodes of low oxygen, known as intermittent hypoxia, also
“causes atherosclerosis” and hence increases “all cardiovascular events” such as heart
attacks, as well as adverse cerebral events like stroke.19 Furthermore, the mandatory mouth
mask in schools is a major threat to a child’s development. It ignores the essential needs of a
growing child. The well-being of children and young people is highly dependent on the
emotional connection with others. Masks create a threatening and unsafe environment, where
emotional connection becomes difficult.20 Informed consent is required for investigational
medical therapies. Regardless of the lack of safety and efficacy behind the decision to require
a child to wear a mask, it is illegal to mandate EUA approved investigational medical therapies
without informed consent. Mask use for viral transmission prevention is authorized for
Emergency Use only.21 Emergency Use Authorization by the FDA, means “the products are
investigational and experimental” only.22 The statute granting the FDA the power to authorize a
medical product of emergency use requires that the person being administered the unapproved
product be advised of his or her right to refuse administration of the product.23 This statute
further recognizes the well-settled doctrine that medical experiments, or “clinical research,”
may not be performed on human subjects without the express, informed consent of the
individual receiving treatment.24 The right to avoid the imposition of human experimentation is
fundamental, rooted in the Nuremberg Code of 1947, has been ratified by the 1964 Declaration
of Helsinki, and further codified in the United States Code of Federal Regulations. In addition to
the Unites States regarding itself as bound by these provisions, these principles were adopted
by the FDA in its regulations requiring the informed consent of human subjects for medical
research.25 The law is very clear; It is unlawful to conduct medical research (even in the case
of emergency), unless steps taken to … secure informed consent of all participants.26
Furthermore, by requiring children to wear a mask, you are promoting the idea that the mask
can prevent or treat a disease, which is an illegal deceptive practice. It is unlawful to advertise
that a product or service can prevent…disease unless you possess competent and reliable
scientific evidence… substantiating that the claims are true.27 The FDA EUA for surgical
and/or cloth masks explicitly states, “the labeling must not state or imply… that the [mask] is
intended for antimicrobial or antiviral protection or related, or for use such as infection
prevention or reduction.”28 As you can see from the image below, masks do not claim to keep
out viruses. Illegally mandating an investigational medical therapy generates liability. There are
no efficacy standards on child-sized masks and respirators under OSHA, but there are proven
microbial challenges as well as breathing difficulties that are created and exacerbated by
masking children. Requiring children to wear a mask sets the stage for contracting any
infection, including COVID19, and making the consequences of that infection much graver. In
essence, a mask may very well put children at an increased risk of infection, and if so, having
a far worse outcome.29 The fact that mask wearing presents a severe risk of harm to the
wearer should – standing alone – not be required for children, particularly given that these
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children are not ill and have done nothing wrong that would warrant an infringement of their
constitutional rights and bodily autonomy. Promoting use of a non-FDA approved, Emergency
Use Authorized mask, is unwarranted and illegal. This mandate is in direct conflict with
Section 360bbb-3€(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which requires the wearer to be informed of the option to
refuse the wearing of such “device.” Misrepresenting the use of a mask as being intended for
antimicrobial or antiviral protection, and/or misrepresenting masks for use as infection
prevention or reduction is a deceptive practice under the FTC. It is clear, there is no waiver of
liability under deceptive practices, even under a state of emergency. As such, forcing children
to wear masks, or similarly forcing use any other non-FDA approved medical product without
the child’s (or the child’s parental) consent, is illegal and immoral.
3042

We should require masks and mandate vaccinations for all employees of Douglas County.
Facts: * Requiring masks is simple, effective, and _temporary_ * Masking doesn't impinge on
anyone's freedom anymore than the existing dress code * The risk of being wrong on this
means people die (almost 276 officially in Douglas County so far) * Over 1.8 Billion people
have been fully vaccinated, it's literally safer than Aspirin It shouldn't even be up for debate.

8/14/2021 12:26 PM

3043

If people want to wear masks, let them but let me decide for my kids. Their body, my choice
as a parent!!

8/14/2021 12:26 PM

3044

We have autoimmune issues in our family (not our student), so support masking.

8/14/2021 12:23 PM

3045

If people are afraid of other kids not wearing masks, then they need to keep their kids home.
Masks do not make a big enough difference. Even some doctors will admit that! If you’re going
to stores, churches etc yet want to make my child wear a mask all day, then stay home! It’s
too long for kids to wear masks!! Not to mention there are no deaths related to kids and Covid.
It’s honestly very frustrating. I could go on and on. Viruses happen. It’s part of our whole
immunity building. Since when did our goal become to never let anyone get sick? How many
times have my kids been sick because someone sent their snotty nose or liking kid to school?
So many. It’s simple. Keep sick kids home. Wash hands.

8/14/2021 12:22 PM

3046

I don't know why there is any question about masking in schools. Masks work. Douglas
County is now at a high tramsmission rate, despite vaccination rate. My son is 11 and can not
yet be vaccinated. He has been masked at school. My husband and I, though vaccinated,
mask in public places to protect our son. I was disappointed at how few people were masked
at the recent "Back to School" night at Sagewood, despite the strong recommendations for all
visitors, faculty, staff, and students to wear masks. Sixth graders who are under 12 are still
very vulnerable to Covid 19 and the Delta variant. It is a shame to have gone through the last
year and a half, and to now just through caution to the wind and not have masking to protect
our children.

8/14/2021 12:22 PM

3047

We believe that all persons in elementary schools (or, preferably, all schools) should be
required to mask indoors. The children under 12 are our most vulnerable population at this
point and masking is the easiest and most effective way to reduce potential exposure. The
virus has mutated and the symptoms and long term effects of contracting it by anyone,
including children, look to be increasing in severity. The thought of any of our children being
hospitalized or having long-term cardiac or respiratory issues is frightening. Masking is the
smart thing, and is in the best interest of our entire community.

8/14/2021 12:22 PM

3048

I feel very strongly that we need to protect our children by requiring masks. Why would we
not?? Those that are unable to be vaccinated are at risk. On a back to school zoom, a parent
asked “ if my child tests positive for Covid but shows no symptoms can I still send them to
school?” We obviously cannot trust people to do the right thing. We need to protect those most
vulnerable- our children

8/14/2021 12:22 PM

3049

Bottom line masks don't work and kids don't get sick!!! These masks are nothing more than a
piece of Cloth that is covering the mouth. The particles of COVID are so small that they will go
through anything that isn't medical grade / N95. This requirement is a feel good measure that
only does harm to the kids as they will be breathing bacteria for 8 hours a day. CDC has their
own study and Dr Facuie also is on record saying they don't work until he got political like your
doing to require them. The thought that Government and or the world can stop this virus is just
flat out crazy as vaccines will never work either due to the type of virus were dealing with. This
is a respiratory virus just like the flu that will never go away no matter what you do. Just look
at last year and mask requirements you put in place as they did nothing to help as they simply
don't work. Your policy / directive needs to be parents choice not a mandate as this is a free
country not a dictatorship. Understand the parents are tired of this political crap that is being
pushed on us. Parents that want to send their kids to school with masks shall be allow to do

8/14/2021 12:21 PM
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but it should be up to parents not schools and certainly not Tri County. We the parents will take
our schools back one way or another and don't under estimate us as we as a group are much
stronger than any organization and or teacher union.
3050

Please leave masking up to each individual family. As it should be.

8/14/2021 12:20 PM

3051

It is unnecessary with how kids aren’t likely to get Covid. We need here immunity. Masks
make things worse for the child. The vaccine is out. No more shutting down our lives or
controlling. It should be a choice!

8/14/2021 12:19 PM

3052

If people are choosing not to be vaccinated it is not the responsibility of the vaccinated to
protect them. They can choose to get vaccinated, wear a mask or assume the risk they are
taking. Please don’t mandate masks for those who have followed guidelines and are fully
vaccinated. I do not have a mask opinion on elementary level as I don’t have any young
children and my entire family is vaccinated.

8/14/2021 12:19 PM

3053

It would be a tragedy for you to implement mask mandates for kids in school. The science and
facts do not warrant masks for children. If they are mandated, we will be pulling our children
out of school, immediately.

8/14/2021 12:18 PM

3054

Dr. Anthony Fauci sent an email in the early days of the COVID-19, obtained by
the Washington Post and BuzzFeed News via public records requests, Fauci said that masks
“are not really effective” at keeping out COVID-19. He know the science, they DO NOT WORK
and it is proven for upper respiratory droplets!! It is false security and more dangerous. No to
masks

8/14/2021 12:18 PM

3055

Why are masks required now that we have a vaccine? We were told if we got vaccinated we
would no longer be required to wear masks. Forcing our students to wear masks 7 hrs per day
is unnecessary and cruel given the fact that we have a vaccine that is supposed to be 80-90%
effective. Wearing a mask should be an individual decision made by the family not mandated
by the school district.

8/14/2021 12:16 PM

3056

No mask!! No Mask in school . Its doing more harm then good to our children's immune
systems.

8/14/2021 12:16 PM

3057

Please provide clear leadership by having mask requirements across the board. This would be
my first choice, but bare minimum it needs to be for children under the age of 12. Please don’t
let them be the recipients of our indecision. Our indecision has too much unnecessary illness
and suffering as obvious consequences. Masks won’t solve everything, but let’s please use
every tool in the toolbox to help! I have two children with significant special needs, one that is
nonverbal & wearing a mask to therapy appointments, etc. for months has not been a big deal
at all. My children have adapted & it’s been a non issue. Please don’t let the weight of these
decisions fall onto the shoulders of children because the adults in the room can’t stand by a
reasonable standard of masking wearing. Let’s keep our kids safe as best we can, please
enact a universal mask standard. Thank you!

8/14/2021 12:16 PM

3058

This past week I was able to teach students without masks for the first time in a year and a
half. It was glorious! Students had smiles on their faces and people were generally happy to be
back in school without masks. I had several students comment to that fact. There was no
“bullying” of those wearing masks. It was joyous just to be “normal”. As for reimposing mask
mandates I am strongly opposed to them on all sorts of levels (scientific/religious) but most of
all on a personal level. I have been in education for 25 years. I love my job but last year
everyday putting on that mask was the most demoralizing event of my career. It is not
hyperbole to say at times I felt I was on the verge of a nervous breakdown. This summer I
would wake up anxiety ridden fearing they would be reimposed. I fear where my mental health
will go if these mandates are put back in place. I feel no one at district or the health level ever
takes this into concern. I do not fear Corona Virus. I fear what government agencies are
imposing. I would love for someone to reach out and acknowledge this point of view but I feel
like this argument is falling on deaf ears.

8/14/2021 12:15 PM

3059

Public safety for all should be a priority in the public sector (schools). Adjustments can always
be made as data is further analyzed and children become eligible for vaccine protections.

8/14/2021 12:14 PM

3060

For all our differences in opinion on this issue, we all still have the same emotions showing upFear, anger, frustration, lack of control. What gives one side relief from those emotions only
makes the emotions on the other side go up. What's the option that gives us all some relief
and at least leaves us with emotions that aren't quite as heavy? I strongly believe this is a
mask mandate with an accessible opt out. My perspective is this option best meets the needs

8/14/2021 12:13 PM
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of all sides and aligns with the DCSD mission to act proactively to protect our kids physical
and emotional heath (...I think it is far less likely for a kiddo to experience bullying for opting
out of wearing a mask than they are for opting to mask).
3061

There is very little risk of death from Covid to the unmasked child . It affects their
psychological development. Masks are dirty Masks affect a child’s developing immune system
Masks affect a child’s facial muscle and growth because they become mouth breathers and
this affects their facial muscles IT IS CHILD ABUSE

8/14/2021 12:13 PM

3062

There are both side supporting masks, vaccines etc. I am not in support of the masks. I will do
what is best for my children and as a health care provider I read and do my research and will
do what is best for my family.

8/14/2021 12:12 PM

3063

Kids are at such low risk, there is no reason to wear a mask. If anything, it needs to be
optional.

8/14/2021 12:10 PM

3064

Please mandate masking in schools! This will protect our children and prevent widespread
COVID-19 infections that would cause the school to close.

8/14/2021 12:10 PM

3065

Fauci was clear in an interview with Today Show last week. Vaccinated adults protect children.
Put the focus on encouraging vaccinations for people who qualify.

8/14/2021 12:09 PM

3066

I really appreciate your work and commitment to ensure the health of our state citizens. I
appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this matter

8/14/2021 12:08 PM

3067

Please just listen to this podcast... https://drlandrito.com/ Thank you!!

8/14/2021 12:08 PM

3068

I have one child in a charter school that did not miss a single day last year and was able to not
only go but have the time they were not even wearing masks and this was before vaccines
were even given to anyone. My other child was at a high school and was home more than in
school. Where masks were required, constantly being quarantined and yet it didn’t seem to
prevent the schools from shutting down and caused more problems for the students and
teachers. The students and teachers that want to be vaccinated have been and they students
are happier seeing their friends smiling in the halls. There is a happier feeling to be back to
normal. Please allow parents to decide if their child should wear a mask.

8/14/2021 12:07 PM

3069

Please DO NOT enforce mask wearing in schools!!!

8/14/2021 12:07 PM

3070

Mask are worthless in controlling a virus, that is a fact. Children are being used as pawns as a
result of this governments’ insatiable appetite for control through fear.

8/14/2021 12:06 PM

3071

Masking kids who are less than .002% at risk of death is absolutely atrocious. The adults at
the school can get the shot and mask up since the vaccine didn’t eliminate this on going 1
week to flatten the curve nonsense. More kids die from the flu but never has anyone
suggested masks for that. Tri county health is beholden to the Democrat teachers Union
“science followers” who are unable to say the are scientifically 2 sexes. Do not mask my
kids!!!!

8/14/2021 12:06 PM

3072

The young children should me have to wear masks at school.

8/14/2021 12:06 PM

3073

My son and daughter are both wearing masks, but what will this help if all other don’t also wear
masks since ALL counter COVID prevention was eliminated for in-person learning??! There is
no social distancing, sharing of supplies for all ages! My kindergartner has special health
needs and we can’t help but hold the district at fault if he gets covid from his classroom. We
do everything to limit his exposure elsewhere, we all mask and take precautions. This virus is
NOT gone, my children can’t get vaccinated ayes yet due to being under 12. Please do what is
right and emolument a mask mandate for DCSD! Listen to science!!!! Don’t let the voices of
the uneducated, non-science following base in DCSD’s area be the voice for all!!!

8/14/2021 12:05 PM

3074

Requiring students to wear masks is way over the top. Take a look at the facts about how less
than 1% of students under the age of 12 have come down with the Covid virus. We are so tired
of the government trying to control our lives, we are very close to enrolling our grand kids in a
private school. Another mask mandate is insane.

8/14/2021 12:05 PM

3075

We strongly agree that kids should NOT be required to wear masks at school. Let us make
health decisions for our own kids. Kids desperately need interaction without covering their
faces

8/14/2021 12:05 PM

3076

The Covid particle size is too small for any mask worn by children to protect anyone. Kids also

8/14/2021 12:05 PM
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are not really impacted by this virus.
3077

Science proves masking lowers rates of infection. Students learn best in schools. Let’s use
science to keep school safely open

8/14/2021 12:05 PM

3078

It is clear that the delta variant is infecting children much more than previous variants and the
original virus. Since children under age 12 cannot be vaccinated, masking and social
distancing are the only ways to keep our kids safe from it, to the extent possible.

8/14/2021 12:03 PM

3079

Please protect our kids! Mask wearing should not be optional at times of high community
transmission when kids can’t be vaccinated. Listen to health experts - the CDC, AAP and
TCHD all agree that masks are important to keep kids safe.

8/14/2021 12:03 PM

3080

Please don’t mandate masks.

8/14/2021 12:02 PM

3081

Children's education is being crippled by wearing masks - that have no value for children. They
aren't at risk- and adult teachers can get vaccinated. Last year was a non-existent educational
experience. That needs to change. Have the leadership courage to say, "enough is enough '.
Put an end to fear mongering. Teachers and students need to see each other and have every
available avenue to catch our children up.

8/14/2021 12:02 PM

3082

I do not support masking in schools. I am a DCSD teacher. Masks make learning difficult for
struggling students, especially the many English Language Learners I work with. I am watching
masks impact the mental health of both teachers and students. We saw last year that covid
does not have a high transmission rate among children and particularly between children.
Children that do contract covid have recovered quickly. Therefore the psychological and
academic cost of mask wearing does NOT out weight the safety risk. It would extremely
damaging psychologically to make this change now after starting the school year and it is
unnecessary considering the high vaccination rate in Douglas County. Not to mention the fact
that no matter how much we ask student masks are disgusting, unclean, and covered in
germs. They are not good about keeping them clean and honestly masking is doing much
more hard than good to children's immune systems. Give families and all staff a CHOICE so
that those that wish to wear masks due to their own health concerns are able to do so and that
those that are either vaccinated or unable to be vaccinated can choose and not have to suffer
the psychological impact and isolation that masks can bring. The choice allows those that
would prefer to wear a masks to be safe and feel safe. We have not had problems with mask
shaming for those wearing masks in our school but honestly have had more problems with the
reverse, of those wearing masks (pro masks) giving people not wearing a mask a hard time.
Please allow this to be a choice in our schools so that children are not set back even further in
their learning. Thank you!

8/14/2021 12:00 PM

3083

Masking children does more harm than good. Cloth masks do not effectively stop COVID
because the virus is small enough to pass through the fabric. There is a JAMA study showing
masking actually raises CO2 to unsafe levels, particularly in children. Masking also stunts
social development in young children. Masks worn all day is also unsanitary. The seasonal flu
has always been more dangerous than COVID for young children and we never considered
masking in the past. Like the flu, COVID is not going away, so we need to learn how to live
with it. Mask mandates for children is irrational and abusive. Give parents the information to
make an informed decision and let them make the call. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 12:00 PM

3084

Mask wearing should be OPTIONAL. Parents and families have the right to decide what’s best
for their families. If people want to wear masks, fine! If not, fine! Let people decide for
themselves and DO NOT force people to do so. My kids want to get back to normal after the
last year and a half wearing masks. They need the social side to school where they can
interact with friends in a normal way.

8/14/2021 12:00 PM

3085

Support mask for indoor schools, not all kids are able to get the vaccine.

8/14/2021 11:57 AM

3086

As a parent of two children I believe that It is my right to parent and protect my children as I
see fit and believe and this goes for all parents. Did any of you birth my children? Do any of
you provide financial support? Exactly so no you do not have any sort of right to tell me how to
take care of my family

8/14/2021 11:56 AM

3087

I am okay if my kids need to wear masks until they can be vaccinated. My 12 year old is
vaccinated so I feel she shouldn’t have to mask up. But she can mask up for the greater good
and we won’t make a big deal about it. Thanks for all you do. Hoping everyone can keep cam
and help protect others from Covid.

8/14/2021 11:56 AM
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3088

We do not want masks on our children. Please don't make them wear masks! For those who
want to wear a mask, they can, but it shouldn't be mandated for everyone.

8/14/2021 11:55 AM

3089

I support masks for individuals who choose this is right for their children. Masks are intrusive
and a hindrance to learning for many students. The risk to children is so low that we should not
be requiring masks for the masses for the off chance that something might happen. I believe
we should be using common sense, hand washing and good cleaning practices which have
been proven over decades to be effective. If kids are sick they should stay home.

8/14/2021 11:55 AM

3090

Please let parents make the choice for their children. We’ve already had an ER visit for
suicidal thoughts. We need these kids to be as normal as possible. Please! Consider the
mental impact all of this has had on the kids. They’re going to recover if they get COVID.
Please let us parents choose how to move through this with our kids.

8/14/2021 11:54 AM

3091

I believe that it would be best to have masks required in schools if the number of cases
continues to rise. Particularly in elementary schools where the majority of children aren’t
eligible for the vaccine. I would like to see a threshold at which masks will be required based
on what we think the science supports. I think giving in to parents screaming about how they
don’t want to mask their children is a bad precedent. The truth is that those who are
unvaccinated and usually anti-masks are sadly a large part of the reasons the virus is
spreading again. I have been fine sending my 10 year old in a mask, and my vaccinated 13
without one. Although if the numbers increased substantially, I would have my 13 year old wear
one. It is interesting that at no time last year did masking affect my 10 year old. He was
perfectly happy if it meant they could be in school. And now, with the burden of facing ridicule
at school and being “different” he feels stressed. It shouldn’t be that way. While I understand if
he got Covid, he would likely be ok, I think during a surge such as the one we are seeing
around the country, the risk doesn’t make sense. Not for him, not for ICUs and not for
healthcare providers. It’s just selfish to put our slight discomfort above the good of society. I
do not love masks. I don’t wear one unless required. I am vaccinated. But I truly believe in this
moment cooler heads must prevail and we must do what is right not what is comfortable. My
son will continue to wear his mask, even though he doesn’t love it and when we see the
numbers level off and/or we see that we aren’t having outbreaks in school, he will take it off. I
just wish that burden of stigma didn’t have to be placed on the shoulders of a 10 year old.

8/14/2021 11:54 AM

3092

Masking in schools should not be mandated; it ahould be an option for parents and for
teachers. Majority if teachers in our school are vaccinated.

8/14/2021 11:52 AM

3093

Keeping my kids healthy so they don’t miss any more instructional time is my top priority.

8/14/2021 11:50 AM

3094

Kids under 12 are not vaccinated so we are worried. Masks definitely provide additional safety
IMO.

8/14/2021 11:50 AM

3095

As a school teacher in DCSD I am strongly against masks in the schools. Teaching is a hard
thing to accomplish most days. There are many challenges with working with students on a
day in and day out basis when they are all learning at different levels. A teacher spends lots of
the day making time to build relationships and entertain the room while balancing the need to
challenge students with academics. Last year student and teachers were asked to wear face
covering while teaching. The evidence from that year shows that student and teachers all
suffered from these decisions. Relations ships were not as strong and students did not get a
chance to develop socially without seeing each other’s faces. Teachers developed health
issues like nodes on vocal cords and grinding of teeth while yelling through a face covering.
Student were not able to see the nonverbal cues of teachers and other students. Lastly, the
transmission rate the masks were intended to prevent was not effective. Student and teachers
still had contact and quarantined because of exposure. Many people chose to get the
experimental vaccine and that should be sufficient this year alone. If we believe the science
then antibodies are built up through medicines and exposure to the virus. Data in the county
shows over 70% of the community is protected and masking is not necessary. Let student s
and teachers decide if they want to wear a face covering. I believe people can make the
choice that suits their needs

8/14/2021 11:49 AM

3096

No to face masks in school.

8/14/2021 11:48 AM

3097

Most everyone in this State should be vaccinated now. Let’s not impact the children because
adults have not taken the time or have chosen not to get a vaccine. Also there are people in
foreign countries in long lines begging to get the vaccine.

8/14/2021 11:47 AM

3098

Based on the data provided by the CDC there is extremely low risk to elementary school aged

8/14/2021 11:47 AM
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kids for contracting COVID-19. Therefore I feel strongly that masks should not be required
indoors.
3099

Special needs children get support through tailored learning; Underprivileged children get
supported by free lunch and school supplies; Children with nut allergies are supported by the
no nut policy; Children that have emotional issues are supported by the school psychologist;
This is great!! I'm glad children are getting the help they need!! What about my immune
compromised child?? Our immune compromised teacher? Can someone help us? From what I
saw upon entering the school there was no social distancing and there was no added
ventilation. Please have everyone wear masks and add more ventilation to stop the spread of
COVID. If not, please have a separate classroom for children to wear masks and social
distance. I feel if this added measure can't be taken I'll have to take my child out of school and
keep him safe and this isn't what we would like to do.

8/14/2021 11:46 AM

3100

please mandate masks in schools , my son is 6 and is too young to be vaccinated and I’m
terrified for his health

8/14/2021 11:46 AM

3101

Why would we require to wear masks if their chance of dying from covid is almost non
existent? We don't know the long term mental health consequences for children who wear
masks all day. Young children especially, learn and develop through non verbal forms of
communication including facial expressions. What are the long term consequences of
depriving our children of that part of their education and development? And we should be
exponentially more focused on solving the suicide epidemic of our youth instead of covid,
which has contributed to the increase in suicides and overdoses as a result of policies that
have increased isolation and the ability to have healthy interpersonal relationships. For these
reasons and many more I strongly oppose any mask mandate for our children, and for anyone
in a school setting.

8/14/2021 11:44 AM

3102

There have been multiple medical and scientific experts that offer evidence that masks do not
offer protection and potentially cause greater psychological harm to children, not to mention
the impact of other complications due to wearing masks for extended periods and difficulty
enforcing the proper usage. We are already experiencing a mental health emergency with
youth. This mandate does not make sense and is harmful

8/14/2021 11:44 AM

3103

Please consider NO masking requirement. as a substitute teacher for the district it is
extremely hard to understand what students are saying through a mask. Those worried about
their health in this age group had the option to go remote. Those that are older than 11 years
old have the opportunity to get a vaccine just as my children have or will be doing in the future.
Students still have the opportunity to wear a mask if that’s what their family prefers and that
does provide protection for them.

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

3104

Please require masks to protect those that are unable to get the vaccine

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

3105

We see news of Covid-19 and the Delta variant spiking and affecting so many, especially
children, in other states that have chosen not to put mitigation plans in place. If the slightest
prevention of wearing masks can keep our children healthy and our community safe why not
choose to be proactive? It is a small thing to ask until children are able to be vaccinated too.

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

3106

If universal masking is not feasible, it should at least be made mandatory for K-6. These are
kids who cannot be vaccinated and are fully exposed to the know short-term and un-known
long term risks of COVID for no fault of theirs. They go to school because the parents ask
them to, and the parents send them because the school district and health dept force us to.
We owe it to them to keep them safe and protected. If none of this is possible please bring
back the hybrid option till the kids become eligible for vaccinations.

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

3107

More than anything we need our kids in school, in person, full time. The Delta variant and new
Lambda variant are game changers as to how to keep the pandemic under control and how to
keep our community and our children safe. We have to mask to protect our kids and curb the
spread. My father is a retired pulmonologist from National Jewish, my sister is a pediatric
pulmonary PA at Children’s. The uptick in children being hospitalized with Covid complications
is legit. In Colorado and other states. I am not relying on Facebook for my facts. We need to
listen to the scientists who are widely united with their recommendations supporting masks in
schools for everyone regardless of vaccination status. With interstate travel getting back to
normal we have to pay attention to statistics outside of Douglas county and outside of
Colorado. How many Douglas County families went to Florida this summer? We don’t live in a
Douglas County bubble. We’ve all sacrificed too much for too long to throw in the towel now. I
strongly support a mask mandate for all schools and all kids k-12 and all staff and all parent

8/14/2021 11:43 AM
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volunteers, sports spectators etc including everyone vaccinated, for all indoor activities. I also
support a mask mandate for all indoor places- workplaces, retail, grocery stores, churches,
gyms. Masks for everyone over 2. For everything indoors. My family will be masking
regardless of the decision. My husband and I are vaccinated, my 12 yr old is vaccinated but
my 7 yr old is not yet eligible. We believe in the effectiveness of the vaccination but it is not
100% and not a silver bullet. The new Lambda variant which is showing resistance to the
vaccine is very worrying. We are ALL still vulnerable to those who won’t wear a mask and are
spreaders- whether vaccinated or not. This pandemic is not eligible for a “you do you and I’ll do
me” discussion since “your” choices impact “my” health. Just like smoking. I can choose not
to smoke but if you sit next to me on a plane and smoke, I have no choice but to inhale the
carcinogens you exhale. That shouldn’t be a “right” you get to choose. But you do have the
right to choose to smoke inside in your own home or outdoors with social distancing. Masks
are also not 100%, I get that, but they make a significant difference. Why wouldn’t we all do
everything in our power to control this pandemic? Thank you for soliciting feedback from the
community.
3108

Freedom of choice, as it is now. If you want to wear the mask do so. We do not want our child
to have to wear the mask!

8/14/2021 11:43 AM

3109

The idea of putting our children back in masks this year is very distressing. There is no reason
for it because those who want to wear a mask are able to. Making middle schoolers wear a
mask when they have the option of being vaccinated also does not make any sense
whatsoever. There have been many studies taken that show the damage done by wearing a
mask for 8+ hours a day especially when you are a youth. My daughter gets daily headaches
and is exhausted by the middle of her day because she can’t get enough oxygen. This was
never an issue before she had to wear a mask to school. She is now in seventh grade and in
middle school where the kids have a choice to be vaccinated or not and they are forcing them
to wear a mask and it has zero common sense to it. The frustration level is incredibly high.
Our children need to get back to school and be able to focus and do their best because the
last year they had was not even close to a normal school year academically and it’s
embarrassing to be honest. Let the people who are scared and want to wear masks wear them.
The people who have been vaccinated or do not have that concern should be allowed to go
places without a mask and sit in school for 8+ hours a day without a mask covering their face.
Those people who complain that they are at high risk or have a high risk family member at
home should be the ones wearing the mask and taking extra precautions. They should not
force the rest of the community to do that.

8/14/2021 11:42 AM

3110

As parents, teachers, and adults in the community it is our responsibility to keep our children
safe. Even if parents are vaccinated, our elementary kids can become infected with and
spread covid. Let’s not have a year like last year filled with quarantines and shut downs.
Masks are the answer to keeping our kids in school.

8/14/2021 11:41 AM

3111

Your answer options for Question 4 are narrow. A person must be all for mandating or
completely against all masking? Why is there no option for "I support masking by INDIVIDUAL
CHOICE"?

8/14/2021 11:41 AM

3112

No masks!!

8/14/2021 11:41 AM

3113

Physically, children are the demographic least at risk for physical illness. Yet this demographic
is STRUGGLING mentally & emotionally with wearing masks. Masking has caused anxiety,
depression & feelings of isolation in kids that haven’t seen a teacher or another student smile
at them in nearly 18 months. PLEASE. Allow this to be a choice.

8/14/2021 11:39 AM

3114

I would urge decision makers in public policy to understand that we are no longer in an
"emergency" scenario and have not been for some time. We all must learn to live with this
horrible disease for the rest of our lives. The current challenges we face on these issues we
are very likely to face next year, and the year after that. If the reports are true that the delta
variant spreads as easy as reported, masks will do little to prevent spread, even combined
with other measures. If you feel otherwise, please provide the scientific data proving it and
make it available for public consumption. Building HVAC system details including air
replacement and filtering is much more effective at mitigating spread of any disease, yet
hardly discussed or considered. A mask policy is seen as over-reach, controlling, and in my
personal educated view, is not effective at eliminating disease spread anyhow. There are other
long-term betterments and improvements society would gain much more benefit from debating.

8/14/2021 11:37 AM

3115

DO NOT MASK OUR KIDS!!!!! You don’t require masks for influenza which kills more kids so
DON’T do it now!!! Give our kids a normal school year!!!!

8/14/2021 11:36 AM
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3116

There is data to support the fact that kids do not have a serious health consequences to this
virus. It is no more dangerous than the flu.

8/14/2021 11:35 AM

3117

It should be parents choice to send their child to school in a mask. Optional as desired per
family.

8/14/2021 11:34 AM

3118

If mandatory mask requirements are implemented sufficient scientific evidence that this is for
the safety of the children must be provided. Masks have been studied to work for the most
part, but data does not support Covid -19 being a significant health risk factor to children.
Adults can get vaccinated if they are concerned their children will bring home the virus. Seeing
as the threat to the children is not there we need to look at the negative impacts of lack of
social interactions and seeing smiles on each others faces and even the simple act of the
principal knowing every kids names as ours does as he greets and says good buy to all of
them. Not yet studied is the long term impact their immune systems. Gaining antibodies
without even getting sick or having minor cold systems is largely possible for covid for
children. Please vote based off children's risk factors which current death and hospital rates for
children is not there to warrant. Question 4 is a loaded question. There should be an option
stating that "at this time I do not support a mask mandate". Many supported initial mask
requirements. Thank you

8/14/2021 11:34 AM

3119

I support mask wearing in K-6 as the unvaccinated are at risk with Delta. I also see
disruptions/quarantine being less likely with mask wearing.

8/14/2021 11:33 AM

3120

I respectfully ask the board to mandate masks at least in environments where people cannot
be vaccinated, like elementary schools. Encouraging or suggesting masking does not work
and more than half of the students at my daughter’s elementary school, Wildcat Mountain
Elementary, do not mask currently. As is proven, masking is primarily an act to protect others
from an undetected infection the mask wearer might have. We should listen to the medical
experts and follow their recommendations. We should work together as a community to help
each other, not think of ourselves. Thank you.

8/14/2021 11:32 AM

3121

Please make mask mandatory for the indoor school setting to keep everyone safe.

8/14/2021 11:30 AM

3122

It has been proven over and over that masks don’t work. The children need to have a sense of
normalcy after the past 18 months. So many kids are depressed & thinking of ways of out their
depression. We can’t have the suicide numbers increase this year. With a survival rate of over
99.7% this is ridiculous to even consider bringing masks back. People, including kids 12+ who
want to be vaccinated have that opportunity. Enough is enough! Let’s give these kids their
childhood back!

8/14/2021 11:29 AM

3123

I am an educator in Douglas County. For effective learning, teachers and students should not
have to wear masks.

8/14/2021 11:29 AM

3124

I will have to pull my two kids from HRHS high school if your mandate masks. They have
issues that contradict mask wearing and we won’t tolerate the mandate.

8/14/2021 11:28 AM

3125

Your three options below are outrageous. We have to choose between “I support UNIVERSAL
masking” or “I do not support masking in schools under any circumstances.” How about “I
support the right to choose to wear a mask” or “I support the masking of people who are unable
to get the vaccine” or “I support the masking of the immunocompromized” or “I support
masking of people who may have been exposed to COVID-19” or “I support masking in certain
circumstances where there is a community outbreak” or “I support mandatory masks that
actually might work like N-95s, but cloth masks should not be mandated”? No nuance. The
only choices are universal masking or no masking ever. I don’t like the division that is being
down here. Bottom line: I am against universal masking, but support the people’s right to
choose. That is far different than “I don’t support masking under any circumstances.” I only
chose it here in order to vote against the first two choices.

8/14/2021 11:28 AM

3126

My daughter has hearing loss and reads lips. Masks impact her ability to learn. Even with the
shields they still fog and muffle the persons speech. She can’t hear her friends talk and she
can’t read lips when they wear masks. She relies on her friends when she misses information
in class. When she can’t even ask her classmates what the teacher said she struggles. She
had a really hard time in 7th and 8th grade due to masks. She is a freshman at mountain vista
and is fully vaccinated. All the kids in high school are old enough to be vaccinated, at this
point it’s a choice if they are not vaccinated. It’s widely available. Please no masks!!!!

8/14/2021 11:28 AM

3127

Please do not mask our kids. Masks are inconsistent unreliable rob our kids of their social

8/14/2021 11:26 AM
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growth. The science does not support masks ability to stop a virus.
3128

Mandated masking in schools provides little to zero protection against the spread of any
illness. Warnings on the mask boxes states clearly that the masks are not intended to prohibit
the spread of any illness or disease. However, dirty masks (and they are dirty before the end of
the school day) is creating a new set of respiratory problems in children. Civid has very little
affect on children, and their caregivers and teachers who wish to be vaccinated can be. It is
not the Health Department’s job, but the parent’s, teacher’s and administration’s job to address
bullying behavior, whatever the root of it is. Mandated masking violates the ADA with respect
to the hearing impaired, as well the visually impaired whether they are students or teachers.
Masks inhibit the teachers’ abilities to read the faces of children during instruction and create a
barrier to understanding lessons since the masks are uncomfortable, reduce clean oxygen
intake and are hot. The children have a legitimate property interest in their education and any
mandate the interferes in the process of educating children is a violation of due process.
Douglas county already has an alarming suicide rate among children, which poses a
substantially higher risk of death than the corona virus in children and adolescents.A return to
normal in school will help improve education and mental health among students. I have no
objection to voluntary masking even though it does nothing but create a false sense of
security, but mandating masks does nothing but encourage fear, which in turn harms each
student’s mental health and learning ability. Read the warnings on your mask boxes. Read it to
those at the meeting. Stop spreading fear to our children, the world is scary enough without
adults adding fear to their little worlds.

8/14/2021 11:25 AM

3129

NO MASK FOR THE STUDENTS

8/14/2021 11:24 AM

3130

As a teacher I do not believe masks should be mandated for staff or students. As we are
aware this last year put our state in a state of emergency for mental health of children. That is
much more dangerous than any virus! Though that can be linked to isolation more than wearing
a mask, wearing a mask all day long has its own issues. We teach young kids to identify the
way others are feeling by looking at their face, what will be the long term affects if children
never get that opportunity? A simple smile between a teacher and student can change the
course of the day…that is taken away with mask mandates. It’s also very important that
students and teachers can see each other’s mouths while learning letters and sounds. A lot of
learning comes by watching the mouth of the speaker. In addition, those with language barriers
or hearing loss rely on watching the lips of someone talking to better understand. It’s MUCH
more than just breathing fresh air…

8/14/2021 11:24 AM

3131

Even if masks were effective, most students and teachers do not use them correctly. Students
wear the same mask day after day, they touch it multiple times per day, it's worn below the
nose, it is saturated with moisture, there are gaps letting air out, and the list could go on and
on. Why make kids wear a piece of fabric that is not any more useful that simply covering your
mouth when you cough? The kids are so excited to have things back to normal this year with
seeing smiling faces and being able to speak clearly and understand everyone.

8/14/2021 11:23 AM

3132

I can not breath well and it is hard to focus in class when I have to worry about keeping a pice
of cloth on my face.

8/14/2021 11:22 AM

3133

With the uncertainty of the Delta Variant it’s more important than ever to err on the side of
caution to keep our kids and families safe. Due to the casual handling of the situation, I am
reconsidering sending my two children to preschool at Redstone Elementary.

8/14/2021 11:22 AM

3134

Kids should be able to go to school without being required to wear masks!!!

8/14/2021 11:22 AM

3135

We prefer a mask mandate. We’re all vaccinated but worry about the breakthroughs and
exposing others. We feel very strongly masks will protect us and allow the children to have a
more normal year. Without masks, we’re worried the kids will go back to remote learning and
missing out on their school experience. Masks work. Please mandate them. Please.

8/14/2021 11:22 AM

3136

Please consider the risk of Covid to young children when considering a mask mandates. The
negative implications of masking, including social impacts must be considered.

8/14/2021 11:21 AM

3137

Don’t want to require masks

8/14/2021 11:21 AM

3138

We are too concerned about optional mask policy as delta variant is highly contagious and
kids are not immune to it

8/14/2021 11:21 AM

3139

It seems like a no-brainer to me. Cases are rising rapidly with a more contagious variant.
We’ve already received one email regarding a close COVID contact in our son’s first grade

8/14/2021 11:20 AM
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class (where most kids are NOT wearing masks). That seems like a good recipe if we were
actively TRYING to spread this thing around, no? If kids aren’t eligible for the vaccine and
they’re in close contact with one another, indoors, then they should absolutely be masked,
100%.
3140

The science and guidance are clear. Unvaccinated should wear masks indoors.

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

3141

Hello my name is Alora and I am a junior at Ponderosa High School. This past year has been
so incredibly difficult on everyone. Students, teachers, parents, and staff members all
struggled as we tried to navigate our situation. Part of that situation included masks in school.
I’m sure you can tell how I feel about them just from the box I checked, however let me
elaborate. I am a dedicated athlete and student and masks have impacted both of those areas
in my life. For school, I struggled to focus as I fiddled with my mask and worried about all the
acne that was forming beneath. My self confidence in my skin tanked and I formed a habit of
picking at my skin because of stress. This became a vicious cycle that I am still fighting. I still
pick because of stress and now I am dealing with the scars that formed from my maskne
(mask acne). I put a lot of my identity in my skin and I take care of my face every morning and
every night. The masks made it difficult to continue taking care of my face because no matter
what I did, my skin couldn’t get better. This impacted my self image even more and since I
have stopped wearing a mask, my acne has improved and my self image has improved with it.
I cannot see myself going back without terrible effects on my skin and already low self image.
When it comes to athletics, I have had exercise induced asthma since I was younger, however
it wasn’t bad enough for an inhaler. I dealt with it through breathing exercises and breaks after
intense exercise in order to manage my asthma. Once we were required to wear masks at
practice, I struggled to breath and found myself having to take more breaks so that I could
hold off an asthma attack. It got to the point that I had to get a prescribed inhaler to mange my
worsening asthma attacks. This only started getting worse as I had to wear masks at
practices. Now that I have my inhaler, I can manage and deal with the effects that the masks
had on my asthma but I really don’t want anything to get worse if we are forced back into
masks. So now I will simply ask; what is the purpose of masks now that so many people are
vaccinated? If they have so many negative effects, why keep them around? All I ask is that
we keep it as a matter of choice. If a student, teacher, or staff member wants to wear a mask,
they can, but if they don’t, then they should be allowed that as well. This should be on an
individual case by case basis so that everyone can make the right decision for themselves.
Thank you for your time and I hope you consider my points.

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

3142

Let parents choose. My son went to pre-k all last year without a mask. No issues. My older
kids wore their masks around their chin. No issues. Do not punish our kids!

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

3143

First of all I can’t tell you how much I appreciate you considering a masking mandate. My
daughter’s charter school has thrown all Covid precautions out the window and it is business
as usual. There is no distancing in the classrooms, no cohorts, all class including music and
PE are mask free. They have implemented hand washing before lunch, but no one monitors it
and some extra cleaning which really does no good since the virus is spread via aerosol. They
simply will not require mask wearing unless it is mandated. My daughter is only 8. She is not
eligible for the vaccine yet. She wears a mask to school and her father and I wear masks
everywhere in addition to being fully vaccinated. We are doing our part. However others are not
and they are putting my child’s life and the lives of all her classmates at risk. We need a mask
mandate. Asking for public opinion on this shouldn’t even be a thing. The Health Department
should be following the science. Not making decisions based on public opinion. Most of those
outraged about mask wearing have probably not had anything to do with any sort of science
education since their high school biology class. I minored in science in college and I know
enough to know I know nothing when it comes to making these kinds of decisions. The people
we need to be listening to have dedicated their lives to studying exactly this kind of thing.
Theirs is the only opinion that matters. Please do not base your decision on these public
comments. Base it on the science that has said over and over that mask wearing is the best
protection outside of the vaccine. Our young children need this to protect them since so many
adults around them are refusing to.

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

3144

As a mother of four children in the district, my opinion is stated below. I am in favor of masks,
especially for the younger students. My concern is if we don’t mask up, the numbers will rise
significantly and we will be talking remote school options. I’d prefer our kids stay in school,
even if that means they have to wear masks.

8/14/2021 11:19 AM

3145

I absolutely do not think children should be masked in school. There is no proof or evidence
that it is necessary. I would argue it is causing more emotional, psychological and immune

8/14/2021 11:18 AM
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damage than any sort of benefit
3146

Hi Team, As the cases are increasing please include indoor masking rule in schools and 6 feet
distance as earlier.

8/14/2021 11:18 AM

3147

I believe masking should be a decision left up to the parents. If it’s up to me, my children won’t
be wearing masks but I have no problem if others prefer to wear one. The current protocol is
great. Everyone gets to choose what they feel is right.

8/14/2021 11:17 AM

3148

Protect our children that are not yet eligible for the vaccine

8/14/2021 11:17 AM

3149

Give parent choice on masks.

8/14/2021 11:16 AM

3150

I am not very comfortable and Creates a lot of fear and looks like I am leaving my child in a
war zone everyday. Until my children returns from school, my heart my mind my soul is with
my kids only. Mask mandate should be made ASAP for kids, staff, teachers inside school
whether they are vaccinated or not vaccinated and also visitors/parents who enter premises
and also social distancing must. I have a high risk children in my home who can easily prone
to infections. There should be some contingency plan for high risk kids in each school who are
easily prone to infections. Delta variant has caused lot of deaths/ fatalities in abroad countries
and we should consider that and we can’t afford to take a hat high risks on kids. delta variant
is very contagious and affects both who are vaccinated and not vaccinated. Education for kids
is important and mental health is important but before that physical health is even more first
priority and important. We can’t take risks on children’ health. If this becomes a debate and
parents don’t agree for mask mandate, please bring home based learning program in all DCSD
schools where it require parent involvements and support to teach their kids. If not all parents
who prefer this option, parents who have high risk kids and very uncomfortable sending their
kids to school will take this option. Please give parents a choice; it’s a request from my parent
who is extremely worried about my child.

8/14/2021 11:16 AM

3151

Masks should be mandated for grades k-6 and all unvaccinated staff and upper grades. This
should be obvious to everyone.

8/14/2021 11:15 AM

3152

I do not support mask as they are more damaging to the kids health as they breath in their own
carbon monoxide all day, along with sweat and dirt for the duration they are in school. They
kids can’t even see how to pronounce words by seeing their teachers talk to teach them about
words and reading, etc. some kids can’t wear them, mine being one of them and it’s un-logical
to force him to wear one when it does more harm than not. There is no evidence of the mask
even being effective also.

8/14/2021 11:14 AM

3153

My son and I contracted COVID-19 this winter prior to vaccines being available. It was the
sickest we have ever been in our lives. My son was bedridden for six weeks and missed six
weeks of school. It was heartbreaking to watch him struggle for his life, barely able to move,
and not be able to do anything for him. I was bedridden for two weeks with six additional weeks
of lingering exhaustion and fatigue. This is a serious virus that does not care about political
affiliation. I know that cases have already appeared in our elementary school and this is only
the FIRST WEEK back! My son cannot get the vaccine because he is not old enough. I do not
want him to go through what he went through again. If masks can spare even one family from
going through what we went through, the inconvenience is worth it.

8/14/2021 11:13 AM

3154

Do not mask our children. No vaccine No additional mandates.

8/14/2021 11:13 AM

3155

Hello! I am a microbiologist living in Douglas County. I’ll keep it short and sweet because I’m
sure you have hundreds of these to sort through. With rising COVID cases and kids under 12
ineligible for a vaccine, to not require masks would be incredibly dangerous and foster largescale community spread of the Delta variant among students, faculty, parents, and the broader
community. Anybody who tells you that masks do not work is incorrect and does not
understand aeromicrobiology. Universal masking is an absolute must to have any hope of
controlling rampant transmission of the Delta variant.

8/14/2021 11:12 AM

3156

I do not believe masking is should be required for students. Hospitalizations and complications
due to Covid are low for this age group. Masking should be voluntary.

8/14/2021 11:12 AM

3157

Kids are not vaccinated yet. They are at hier rish for the new variant so we prefer mask
mandate.

8/14/2021 11:12 AM

3158

Masks are ineffective against viruses of all kinds, as stated on surgical mask boxes. Masks
are far more harmful to children and adults alike. They limit air flow and intake. They hold

8/14/2021 11:11 AM
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germs and dirt. They make it difficult to hear and communicate both verbally and nonvervally.
I'm appalled we are even talking about this.
3159

Stop letting the few run the show for the majority.

8/14/2021 11:11 AM

3160

I support mandatory masking in our schools both for the safety of our students as well as that
of our community.

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3161

I believe masks should be a Families choice

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3162

I feel based on the science so far that our kids are not in harms way. I think mandatory
masking is detrimental to my kids health and will deter her concentration on learning in the
class room setting.

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3163

I am hopeful by the actions of other school districts to require masks be worn for schools and
staff working with children under 11. As a parent, the fact all the children are not wearing
masks in our elementary school is quite troublesome, as these children are not eligible for the
vaccine yet. While I believe my son needs to be attending in person school, however I believe
mask requirements are a prudent approach to protect the children, and maintain in person
services with the least amount of disruption. While it is always an option for my son to wear a
mask, the social pressure of doing so when only a small minority of the children are doing so,
lends to children mocking those that are doing so. I support the "Mask Optional" for schools
for children over 12, as all attendees have the option to be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3164

Please don’t force us to wear masks. This whole covid thing is stupid. It is a very mild illness
compared to so so many others. Just stop!!!

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3165

Hello, If TCHD has sufficient data that demonstrates the high transmission rate amongst
unvaccinated children under the age of 12, then it should mandate that masks be worn indoors
during school settings for all children regardless of personal preference. If a vaccine is
approved for children under 12, then I also support re-evaluating a mask mandate for those
who are fully vaccinated.

8/14/2021 11:10 AM

3166

The mask mandate is completely unnecessary because allowing people to choose how they
want to protect themselves is proven to be a sufficient solution to both sides of this issue.
Mask mandates create division amongst people and drive more fear and emotions than
actually protecting the kids. When in an indoor setting, masks should continue to be an option
as they are now. More than ever before, creating normalcy in a school setting for children is
the most important thing and mask mandating certainly isn’t going to help that. Implementation
of a mask mandate will do more harm than good and the Board needs to understand that.

8/14/2021 11:09 AM

3167

So far, the guidance given to provide students with a safe, uninterrupted learning experience in
DCSD has been lackluster. With the rising levels of Delta variant it is irresponsible to continue
without required masking, especially as most elementary students cannot yet be vaccinated.
The science on mask use is clear-- masks work best when everybody is wearing them. The
only way to ensure wide-spread compliance (and, thus, widespread protection) is to eliminate
any irrational, parent-induced social stigma about the use of masks by requiring them for all.
Failure to protect students adequately with basic, proven principles (which are only a minor
inconvenience and provide no health threats) could easily cause major disturbances to learning
such as serious personal illness, quarantine of entire classes, and the moving to an online-only
curriculum. These consequences not only affect students and their education, but have the
potential to significantly impact the well-being of their families financially, physically, and
emotionally. It is clear that by taking small precautions now, we have the chance to avoid
serious consequences in the future. We should not squander the opportunity to support
unprotected members of our community to appease the vocal, misinformed anti-mask
community.

8/14/2021 11:09 AM

3168

To whom it may concern, The psychological side effects of children far outweigh the risks
and/or probability of children having complications from CV19. You know it, we know it; there is
a greater agenda at play here and we, the American People, are privy to the alternate agenda.
Our children should not wear masks.

8/14/2021 11:09 AM

3169

There is too much politicization of science to really solely on one study, or source, for the
effectiveness of masks. We need to use some common sense approaches to determine what
will keep our kids healthy and safe, as well as verified/factual information to make informed
and correct decisions. DO NOT GET CAUGHT UP IN THE VIRTUE SIGNALING GAME.
Common sense and a myriad of studies from across the globe show that a cloth or simple
mask does not stop a virus from either entering or leaving. It does, however, cause plenty of

8/14/2021 11:08 AM
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proven adverse health problems. Common sense says let the kids breath because a mask
does little to nothing to prevent COVID viral spread.
3170

This is ultimately a parent’s decision, NOT anyone else’s, particularly so because this topic
(along with many related topics) is so controversial and there are a lot of studies proving this is
HARMFUL to children specifically. You will find less children getting an education and many
more being homeschooled if you mandate ANYTHING. It is ignorant to assume you are not
hurting children by mandating rules such as this. If people Want to send their kids in masks,
do it. If people want to send their kids without masks, do it. But if you are going to mandate,
you better be ready for a war with A LOT of parents in this district. Completely unacceptable
for this to even be an option by government officials. Again, this is a parent’s choice ONLY,
and a personal choice, not anyone else’s!! CHOICE is the best option clearly to reach the
most amount of people!!

8/14/2021 11:06 AM

3171

Do not change the policy! Masks should not be mandated, they have a negative affect on
mental health.

8/14/2021 11:06 AM

3172

No masks, please. Everyone can make decisions for themselves and majority is choosing no
masks, including at schools. Most children and their parents are not wearing masks now. We
all see it at pick ups/drop offs/ class pictures, etc. Let’s keep to the democratic tradition in this
country and go with majority vote. Thanks.

8/14/2021 11:06 AM

3173

Kids should not be required to be masked. Those who wish to do so can.

8/14/2021 11:06 AM

3174

I feel it’s child abuse to force my child to wear a mask! It is statistically proven that breathing
in our own carbon dioxide is super unhealthy and masks don’t even work. I beg you to not
force this again! It also CAUSES fear in our children because they think that they’ll die if they
don’t wear a mask. I don’t want my children living in fear!! I teach them to be brave!! They’re
children! We don’t force them to wear masks with the flu! So why now?! Plus kids can’t see
each other’s smiles and expressions. That’s unhealthy and can delay social maturity in
children. Please please please don’t enforce this! We will remove our children from the school
if this happens!

8/14/2021 11:05 AM

3175

For the mental health of all our children, no masks should be worn and things must got back to
normal. Look at the data and let’s make this make sense.

8/14/2021 11:05 AM

3176

Masking kids is not logical. Young kids don’t get seriously ill from Covid, or become serious
transmitters of it. Masks don’t eradicate the virus, and the science supports the fact that
typical masks don’t effectively stop the transmission of it. Kids do die from the common flu
every year, yet nobody ever mandates masks during flu season? The teachers should be
vaccinated, especially high risk ones. If the teachers are protected and kids don’t get sick
from or spread the virus, why is this even a conversation. Teen driving is far more dangerous
than under 11 Covid, would Tri County Heath like to take up not allowing anyone under 21 from
driving to school? Masks are potentially damaging to the physical and mental well being of
children. Can we please allow common sense back into our schools and allow these kids to
get back to learning before they lose another year?

8/14/2021 11:05 AM

3177

We just moved here from Bangkok, Thailand where masks were not political, where people
who live month to month could not afford misinformed fantasies about COVID-19 or the
vaccines we have to fight it. Where we saw masks work, and are more than willing to share our
experience. If we don’t all wear masks indoors then don’t bother with an optional half measure
that is meaningless.

8/14/2021 11:05 AM

3178

Please allow masking to remain our choice.

8/14/2021 11:05 AM

3179

Given the lack of research showing that children are heavily impacted by Covid, I do not
believe the children should be masked while they are attending school. There is more evidence
to support complications from mask wearing then there is from the risk of Covid for our youth.

8/14/2021 11:04 AM

3180

These kids have been through enough. They deserve to learn and grow in a normal
environment. NO MASKS.

8/14/2021 11:04 AM

3181

This is not healthy for kids to wear masks for another year

8/14/2021 11:03 AM

3182

I don't support masking in school, It is not healthy for our kids, and also it is hard for them to
learn.

8/14/2021 11:03 AM

3183

There is NO scientific evidence that masks do any good. But an amazing amount on the harm.
Please use REAL science and Logic!

8/14/2021 11:03 AM
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3184

Mask must be mandatory for all. Since vaccinated people could transfer virus to kids. Kids are
not safe.

8/14/2021 11:02 AM

3185

No Masks!

8/14/2021 11:02 AM

3186

I I know way agree that masks should be mandated in schools. I could argue there is as much
“science” proving the ineffectiveness of wearing masks but won’t. I think the negative long
term health and emotional effects of forcing our kids to wear masks again will far out weigh
any added protection some may think doing so will provide. Children are the least susceptible
age group for getting COVID. If we learned anything from last year it was that it must not be
repeated. We have finally moved forward and should continue to do so. Please don’t make our
kids repeat any part of their 2020 school year experience. Onward and upward!

8/14/2021 11:02 AM

3187

Parents should be allowed to decide

8/14/2021 11:02 AM

3188

Masking children does not follow the science. This is a group that is at the lowest risk, and is
unhealthy for children. It should be a choice, not mandatory. I have no problem with anybody
wearing a mask that feels they should do so however it should not be mandated. Your options
for response below are in complete and show your bias. My only option to check Below forces
me to say that I don’t support masking under any circumstances which is not true

8/14/2021 11:02 AM

3189

Disposable surgical face masks: a systematic review Two randomized controlled trials were
included involving a total of 1453 patients. In a small trial there was a trend towards masks
being associated with fewer infections, whereas in a large trial there was no difference in
infection rates between the masked and unmasked group. Study article:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16295987/

8/14/2021 11:01 AM

3190

What scientific data has been reviewed and what scientific data has been presented to
PROVE masking prevents ANY virus much less Covid-19? They only scientific facts and data
I have on researched on masks show they are filthy and do not work and are mentally
damaging to our children. Shame on anyone making this political or taking bribes to put this
into effect. Time to move on. We are beating a dead horse. If you are hell bent on wearing a
mask that is proven to not work, wear one! Let the rest of us protect ourselves through
measures that are proven to work.

8/14/2021 11:01 AM

3191

Please let the parents choose what is best for their child If a parent feels their child is at risk
opt for the online instruction

8/14/2021 11:00 AM

3192

Please mandate masks in elementary schools. Our kiddos are not eligible for the vaccine yet
and need protection!!

8/14/2021 10:59 AM

3193

I am strongly opposed to mandatory masking in school for students. I support those who want
to wear masks, but I don’t think it needs to be a requirement. I think families can assume the
risk with which they are comfortable.

8/14/2021 10:59 AM

3194

Masking takes a huge mental toll on the kids and staff in the school. The supposed benefits
do not out weigh the negative effects of wearing the masks. I work in the schools and have
seen first hand how stressful masks are.

8/14/2021 10:59 AM

3195

Masking children is harmful and causes more damage than COVID. Masks don’t work as the
virus is smaller. They do hold harmful bacteria as children breathe into them and continually
Thoth them. Please do not require our precious children to wear them. Thank you.

8/14/2021 10:58 AM

3196

My kids got vaccinated since they were told they wouldn’t have to mask. DCSD has lied and
continued to lie to these students. What example are you setting. Mental health should take
priority.

8/14/2021 10:58 AM

3197

If everyone wear masks definitely control the virus spread. It's basic to avoid normal flu too.
Please consider mask mandatory at indoors especially in schools.

8/14/2021 10:58 AM

3198

Each person should be able to make their own choice with regard to their health and how to
protect themselves. It should be optional.

8/14/2021 10:57 AM

3199

Please don't leave mask wearing up to a vote. Vaccinations matter and our youngest cannot
get vaccines yet. If nothing else, nothing will be hurt by mask wearing other than the feelings
of people that feel it is in their freedom to spread a wildly contagious disease with unknown
long term health effects. Please protect our children!

8/14/2021 10:57 AM

3200

Students should be given the option to wear masks based on their own or their parents own

8/14/2021 10:57 AM
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discretion
3201

You are sacrificing the lives and health of our most vulnerable who cannot be vaccinated to
placate a few vocal uneducated cult followers. Of course masks work, vaccines are
necessary, and our children’s lives are at risk. These children’s lives are in your hands and
their deaths and illness will be as well.

8/14/2021 10:56 AM

3202

I will start with saying that I do take covid seriously. I am fully vaccinated with a new
preschooler (3) and a first grader (6) and I also work at a drop in child care center in Parker
where we do NOT require masks for children 11 and under per your recommendations. We use
other strategies similar to what the school district has implemented so far and it has worked
effectively for us as well as both my young children's sport facilities. (distancing where
possible, extra disinfecting/sanitizing, ect. no masks for under 11 but requiring masks for
unvaccinated 12 +. ) The social/emotional health and the mental health of our youngest
learners should NOT be ignored. Can a small child wear a mask? Sure. Is it going to make a
significant difference in cases and quarentines at the PK-6 (Elementary Level) probably not.
They will be constantly pulling at it, chewing, licking, sucking on the mask, touching their face
far more frequently and it's a huge distraction and disadvantage socially. I think we should at
least consider sticking with the decision to not require masks for long enough to determine if
universal masking is actually going to be necessary or needed. If we start to see a huge
number of cases and quarentines then reconsider, but we haven't even been back a full week
yet. We don't know if universal masking is needed the way it was last year with most adults
and children 12+ being vaccinated this year. If a change is to be made I think we should
require masks for 11 and up not the other way around. We do appreciate the work and
consideration that goes into these decisions and we will respect and follow any changes made
but I hope you'll consider waiting to see if it's truly necessary if you feel like a change to
masking should be made. Like I said we have only been back a week! Cant we wait and see
how the originally recommendations go before jumping to a mandate.. Thanks for your time.

8/14/2021 10:55 AM

3203

Please save our children from the new world order. What are your plans for flu and cold
season, will you cover the children as well ?

8/14/2021 10:55 AM

3204

I think public health policies should come from medical/scientific experts. Our community
should come together to fight the virus instead of arguing with each other. I support our
schools implementing policies to help minimize the spread of the virus. We all want our kids in
school and requiring masks is an important policy that will help keep our kids in school. Thank
you.

8/14/2021 10:55 AM

3205

No mask mandate! Let parents decide what’s best for their children. Encourage and teach
respect on BOTH sides. Masks are NOT effective unless worn 100% properly, 100% of the
time. And that is depending on the type of mask. Visit ANY school, ANY classroom, ANY age
and you will see that they NOT worn correctly 100% of the time. In theory it sounds good and
safe, but IT IS A FUTILE effort. Ask (and listen) to ANY teacher! Let’s focus on promoting
healthy nutrition, natural immune system support, and good hygiene. DCSD has the
opportunity to set the precedence here. Parents know their kids best!! Give us the freedoms to
make that choice! Encourage masks for anyone who feels safer and protected with them. If
masks truly work, they will be protected! Mask shaming goes both ways, so let’s focus on
teaching respect, personal choice, and learning how to associate with others who think, live,
and believe differently than you do! Give parents and children the choice! No mask mandates!

8/14/2021 10:55 AM

3206

Putting masks on our children is detrimental to their physical and mental health. Our children
don’t need to be breathing their own air again for up to 8 hours a day and they need facial
expressions to learn! This is ludicrous and downright WRONG if masks are reinstated. NO TO
MASKING OUR CHILDREN!!

8/14/2021 10:54 AM

3207

Question 4 should have an option that reads "I support Masking as a choice for families to
make based off their own health, beliefs & preferences. Also, consider most masks are not the
best fitting for small faces, often touched by grimey hands and kids can definitely tell when
someone passes gas. The ill-fitting masks really won't help in this setting, aside from showing
compliance and making people "feel" safer while not truly having an impact. Parents who are
in, or who have family in a risk category can choose to be vaccinated, wear masks, or choose
to attend another form of schooling.

8/14/2021 10:54 AM

3208

If universal masking is not an option, please consider vaccination mandate at least for staff
and masks Mandate for elementary children . If this is not done now , the consequences will
be definitely interrupting in person. No doubts about that . Kindly consider this discomfort for
the greater good of all.

8/14/2021 10:53 AM
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3209

I believe masks should not be mandatory. It should be parents choice whether the kids wear a
mask or not. However, I would prefer my kids to wear masks to make sure there will be NO
remote learning. The kids NEED to be in school! The only time it should change to mandatory
masks is if there is serious talk about doing remote learning.

8/14/2021 10:52 AM

3210

I am opposed to forced masking and believe it should be the choice of parents and the child.
There is mounting evidence the masking does not work and will cause more illness due to
masking than not. I will not support a mask mandate for school and will not put one on my
child! I have several videos from doctors stating thee facts as well as referencing the CDC
website where it clearly states masks do NOT prevent the spread of Covid viruses. If those
that are concerned about erroneous facts about how this spreads have them wear the masks
as they will feel protected. We can not allow this to slide backwards for the mental health, as
well as physical health, of our children.

8/14/2021 10:51 AM

3211

I believe it should be each individual's families choice if their child wears a mask. As a
Healthcare worker who works directly with patients for the last 16 years, I've learned that you
wear masks to protect yourself...not others. If people want to wear masks, than that's their
choice. But to force everyone to wear masks that are NOT effective against this virus, seems
asinine to me! Please keep it as the parent's choice! For those people who want to protect
themselves better, than I suggest wearing a KN95 mask which is much more effective against
covid.

8/14/2021 10:50 AM

3212

Please require masks in schools for everyone. At least until the delta surge passes and
vaccine rates are higher, which will happen faster if masks are required right off the bat.

8/14/2021 10:49 AM

3213

Masking is a detriment to children’s health. The masks in schools has gone on far too long.
There is no definitive science to mask, especially after vaccination. Please stop this
madness…

8/14/2021 10:48 AM

3214

Please, please do NOT force my children to wear a mask. I truly believe it is causing more
damage from both a physical and mental stand point. This terrible idea that mask help is
unfounded. I have 3 children in Buffalo Ridge Elementary. If they have to wear a mask, my
wife and I will serious look into a Private school where this masking nonsense is a mute point.

8/14/2021 10:47 AM

3215

I think unless everyone is wearing masks, the protection provided by masks is minimal. I
would support a mandate to protect those not yet eligible for vaccination, particularly if it will
reduce the scope of quarantines. I do not support quarantining healthy students.

8/14/2021 10:47 AM

3216

No masks are needed. Let these kids be kids. They've went through enough

8/14/2021 10:46 AM

3217

Making young children wear masks in school is awful. Many don’t wear them properly, are
infested with germs, and do very little to stop the spread.

8/14/2021 10:46 AM

3218

With the news of most cases of covid illness now in unvaccinated. I feel those who are NOT
vaccinated should be required to wear masks in school. It is their decision to not get
vaccinated, thy should bare the brunt of wearing masks and then we evaluateina couple
months to see impact or not and go from there. If you are moving towards masks indoors for
everyone. How about requiring at HS and middle, to wear between classes while in hallways
and not in the classrooms when everyone is seated and not moving around. Seems like there
is an intermediate decision we could try before mandating all day mask wearing. Thanks

8/14/2021 10:46 AM

3219

I request a mask mandate for DougCo schools for fall 2021. My children are enrolled at Coyote
Creek Elementary and are 5 and 8. They cannot be vaccinated. My priorities are the health of
all of our children and also as a two full time working parent home remaining in-person at
school. Masks give us the best chance at achieving these goals as delta spreads and as the
weather turns cold further increasing the likelihood of greater spread.

8/14/2021 10:44 AM

3220

less than 1% of children 12 & under are hospitalized due to Covid. Less than 500 children ages
12 & under have died of Covid in the last 18 months. There are ZERO studies which
show/prove the efficacy of masks on children. Teachers have a vaccine available to them.
Parents can elearn or homeschool if they are uncomfortable sending their kids to school.
Masking our children needs to remain a choice!

8/14/2021 10:44 AM

3221

The mental health of our children is the most important thing. Wearing masks effects their
mental well being and hinders their social development, especially the younger kids. The
science behind masks is inconclusive at best. I will not put a mask on my children again. I
would rather homeschool than put them through that again. Please consider their metal well
being before mandating a one size fits all solution for everyone. If parents want their children to

8/14/2021 10:44 AM
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wear a mask that should be their choice, not the schools. As an educator with 4 children I urge
you not to mandate masks.
3222

I believe that non-vaccinated students and staff should be wearing masks, and that vaccinated
students and staff have the choice to wear one or not. It should not be forced either way.

8/14/2021 10:44 AM

3223

My children have already had covid and, of course, had MILD symptoms for one day. They
should not need to be masked again against an illness that very rarely causes severe
symptoms, and studies have shown again and again that they do not spread the virus rapidly if
at all!

8/14/2021 10:42 AM

3224

I believe that most masks and methods of mask use are ineffective to prevent the spread of
viruses, and that extended mask usage can be physically and emotionally harmful.

8/14/2021 10:42 AM

3225

Given the percentage of unvaccinated people and breakthrough COVID cases, plus, children
under 12 not being able to get vaccinated yet, I support universal masking until positivity rates
show a downward trend and/or under 12 can be vaccinated. Especially, since social distancing
is not possible in crowded classrooms.

8/14/2021 10:41 AM

3226

Kids should have the choice to wear masks.

8/14/2021 10:41 AM

3227

Masking is a medical decision reserved for parents based on their own trusted medical
sources. This choice is protected by the United States Constitution. Please stop fear
mongering. Masks do not make our children healthy and are causing mental anguish and
unnecessary stress. We’ve made them suffer long enough. It’s time to move on and let
everyone be free as Americans were meant to be.

8/14/2021 10:41 AM

3228

No masking!!!! There is no data in Colorado right now to support this.

8/14/2021 10:40 AM

3229

Vote NO for masks for students and staff. There is no medically necessary reason for this to
even be considered. Let our children and staff get back to educating, learning, and life. This is
the best way to help our children. Parents are the only ones who should make decisions about
their children's health. You were elected to help oversee their education not health care. I look
forward to hearing how you vote on this issue and hope that you will do the right thing and vote
NO masks.

8/14/2021 10:40 AM

3230

Please allow the parents to make the health decisions for their kids. I have a kid with anxiety
than already wants to run from school. Making makes it even worse. I want him to be able to
have an actual school year this year!

8/14/2021 10:40 AM

3231

I do not support a mask mandate in the schools. Run of the mill masks that are worn by the
majority of people are ineffective against Covid, worn improperly, are constantly touched, and
are completely useless.

8/14/2021 10:39 AM

3232

Our kids are the future! Parents and kids need to choose for themselves what they want to do,
not a mandate. Kids and parents need to use their voices and be able to show that they can
make educated decisions for themselves. Masks will be detrimental to the future of our
children! We don’t need the health department or school board to overstep and force something
on these kids that will delay their education. What about an option #4? I support parents and
kids making their own decision on mask wearing. That’s my choice!

8/14/2021 10:38 AM

3233

Masks should remain optional for anyone who wishes to wear one. It should be an individuals
choice.

8/14/2021 10:37 AM

3234

I understand if there are children that need to be masked or want to be. But it should be
decided amongst each family. Not as a whole. I have already talked to my children about how
each family is allowed to make the decision if they want to mask or not and we do not judge or
talk badly about them (no matter what they choose). My children took the year off of public
school last year due to all the unknowns. And bring back in school this week has done them
so well, they come home smiling and full of happiness. Not to mention, the AC in the school
doesn’t work properly and so we already are dressing them like it’s 100* inside. Wearing a
mask in those conditions would be HORRIBLE. Please let us use our freedom to choose.
Those who are concerned are more than welcome to wear a mask! There is no judgement. But
don’t FORCE US!

8/14/2021 10:37 AM

3235

I do NOT support a mandatory mask mandate at all! I have 2 kids who started school this past
week and they came home every single day so excited about school. They love being able to
see their teachers and friends faces. They have told me how different school is this year
compared to last. Teachers are engaging and students are engaged!! My kids and I all had

8/14/2021 10:36 AM

1218 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
Covid over the summer, and now we have antibodies! I am not forcing my kids to put a mask
on again, honestly I've never supported masks because they don't do anything!! No one gets
to decide what is best for my children and their health!
3236

Thank you so much for taking the time to read all public comment. I just wanted to say I
appreciate the time you are putting in to make sure our kids are safe. I am a mother of two
kids in DCSD schools. We opted for eLearning last year in hopes to keep things more
consistent and while the year was great, we knew it was a one year plan for our family. My
kids are so excited to be back with their peers, but equally nervous seeing the lack of common
sense mitigation systems in DCSD. I am sure you have seen the countless pictures DCSD
has been posting with maskless kids and staff crammed into gymnasiums, as well as,
maskless families at back to school events. This isn't a layered approach. This isn't even an
attempt at a layered approach. ALL students deserve to be in the building with true mitigation
protocols. The writing is on the wall. Look at districts in other states...quarantine after
quarantines and shut downs. As of Friday, we already had 65 quarantined and hundreds more
affected by those exposures. It is pretty clear that the "mitigation strategies" DCSD has put in
place are not working. Stuffing kids into a gymnasium for assemblies is just one example.
There is zero social distancing happening in classrooms, hallways, cafeterias, etc. The honor
system of teachers reporting their vaccine status isn't working. Personal responsibility of
families to follow recommendations isn't working. I know I can speak from everyone when I
say we want our kids IN SCHOOL. The current DCSD plan is not sustainable and is leading
towards more quarantines and possible shut downs. It's time to follow the other districts, listen
to experts, stop listening to the loudest people sharing disinformation and put some real,
common sense mitigation systems in place. At the very least kids under 12 should be in
masks, but TCHD should follow recommendations put in place by CDC and AAP that all
students and should be masked despite vaccination status. Please help keep our kids in
school by requiring masks and social distancing!

8/14/2021 10:36 AM

3237

I support following the science and keeping children in school. I support the children wearing
masks if it will keep them in school. I will have my 9 and 11 vaccinated as soon as it is
approved.

8/14/2021 10:35 AM

3238

I do not support masking kids at all. It’s child abuse. If parents want their kiddos to be
masked, they have the freedom to do so. I have the freedom to have my kids breathe fresh air
without rebreathing bacteria, viruses and their own hot breath. If you want to mandate it, please
show studies that it actually works and show both sides. If masking is going to be policy, I am
in discussions with multiple families to pull our kids. There is no reason to mask kids. Adults
are scared, so they want kids masked. Adults can get the vaccines if they want to not feel
scared. Adults are supposed to protect and help kids, kids have never and should never be
responsible for protecting adults. This is child abuse. Please no to mask mandates.

8/14/2021 10:34 AM

3239

No need to muzzle our children, masks are useless. Our kids need to breathe, wake up!

8/14/2021 10:34 AM

3240

The school is not even making unvaccinated teachers and staff wear mask and I worry about
the safety of my children.

8/14/2021 10:33 AM

3241

I support Masking at least during indoors in school.

8/14/2021 10:33 AM

3242

I don't think wearing masks is in the best interest of our kids. I have seen studies that most
kids do not wear or handle the masks correctly. These masks that are being worn for 8 hour
days have more severe, health adverse germs in them, even after being washed. They are not
in a sterile, hospital environment where masks are being discarded after each patient. I think
kids building their immune systems is a better alternative for both physical and mental health.
Issues of suicide and depression were high among kids last year with masking and lock
downs. Please don't do this to our children.

8/14/2021 10:33 AM

3243

We have already experienced 18 months of COVID and the only true way to stop this
pandemic is with vaccination and masks. At a minimum, masking is the only way to protect
our children who can’t be vaccinated. Please make masking universal and take the choice and
peer pressure away from our children. Let’s not make this decision about the adults, let’s make
this decision about protecting our children. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 10:33 AM

3244

It would be nice if as a whole parents would choose to help protect their neighbors, but after a
week of school where masking is strongly recommended it has become obvious that that is
not the case. I send my children to school in masks because it’s such an easy thing. I would
love if something as simple as wearing a mask could keep everything else closer to normal.
But I notice as the kids go running into school excited for the new year that very few of them

8/14/2021 10:32 AM
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are wearing masks. Beyond that I also notice that the large majority of teachers are also not
wearing masks. My fifth grader has even said to me that it makes her a little uncomfortable
that her teacher isn’t wearing one. Masking did my children no harm and in fact I think helped
them from getting sick last year. I wish that people as a whole would rise up and do the right
thing to help protect our community, but as has been evident this past week that is not
happening. I’m blessed to have been in round 1b of vaccines and thus far been untouched by
Covid-19 however I continue to mask up because I do not want to risk being it home to my
children. Please stand up for the children who can’t be vaccinated since their parents won’t.
Thank you.
3245

Absolutely no mask mandates, especially for children. Under no circumstances should children
be masked, compromising their immune system to fight other virus/infections. If one wishes to
wear a mask, that personal choice is there own. My child, nor myself, will not be wearing a
mask under any circumstance.

8/14/2021 10:32 AM

3246

There is NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE /STUDIES that putting a muzzle on a child helps . MY
CHILDREN NEED OXYGEN TO HELP THER BRAIN GROW . I CANT BELIEVE WE ARE
EVEN DISCUSSING THIS LUNACY .

8/14/2021 10:31 AM

3247

Our founding fathers wrote in the Declaration of Independence “ they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness” We are allowed to live free and pursue happiness which includes what is best for
our children. It is a parents right alone to chose or not chose to wear a mask and neither option
should be shamed. In the words of our commissioners, The resolution states that Douglas
County will not succumb to fear-based policy making based upon sensational media reports
regarding the Delta Variant, but instead will reflect soundly upon scientific data provided by
public health experts associated with severity as it has for 17 months; There is no hard
evidence that masks prevent the spread of this virus. To the contrary masks cause further
health issues, bacteria infections, headaches, bloody noses,and lack of oxygen lowers the
immune system.

8/14/2021 10:30 AM

3248

The district should mandate masks for kids due to the Covid varient

8/14/2021 10:29 AM

3249

Please mandate mask rule in schools as the Delta variant is rising which is dangerous for kids.

8/14/2021 10:29 AM

3250

Let kids feel like kids again. Stop putting fear in our younger generation. It’s a parents choice
to choose to mask their child up or not. We where not masking our kids up when the flu was
going around. Stop the control right to choose. Let parents make this decision.

8/14/2021 10:29 AM

3251

Do not force our children to be muzzled. If parents want their children to wear masks, that is
THEIR RIGHT as a parent. No judgment will be passed. But if I don't want my child to wear a
mask, that is MY RIGHT as a parent. And I should be free of judgment. Why should one group
of parents have control over the other? They shouldn't. Give us the freedom to choose what is
best for OUR child. It is my responsibility to raise my child. I pay for their food, shelter,
clothing, medical bills and everything else in their life therefore I take on their burden of what
goes in and on their bodies. By forcing children to wear masks for 8 hours during the school
day, you are taking away their ability to breath fresh air and see facial expressions and develop
healthy social skills. You are making them fear that if they don't have a mask on, they are bad
people and that they did something wrong. Stop that! Let kids live a normal life. How is my
kindergartner going to learn to enunciate words correctly if he and his teacher are covered up?
He's not. He's going to suffer massive delays. As are the hundreds of thousands of kids that
are being forced to wear dirty face coverings. Please, please have some human decency and
allow the parents to have a choice in their children's lives. If my children get sick from a cold
or flu or whatever bug, they will recover, but they will NEVER recover from the psychological
trauma that they are going through by masking up and not allowing to develop their social
skills. Thank you for your time.

8/14/2021 10:29 AM

3252

Children should never be forced to wear a mask! Besides causing skin problems, germ laden
masks distract children from learning and can also prohibit their communication skills because
they cannot read facial expressions or lips in some cases. They are breathing in extra carbon
dioxide! Masks are a vector for pathogens if they become moist or are used for too long and a
school day is certainly too long! Masks can cause anxiety or breathing difficulties for many
students. It’s well documented that masks distract some children from learning. And in Ireland
studies show that requiring masks may exacerbate anxiety and breathing difficulties and
children. Some children compensate for such difficulties by breathing through their mouth….
chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can actually alter facial development. There is
psychological harm of widespread masking because facial expressions are integral to human

8/14/2021 10:28 AM
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connection, especially, especially for young children! Most of this information can be credited
to Dr. Marty Makary. I feel it is CRIMINAL what is being done to our kids and grandkids!
3253

If you look at the data, statistically the students are at greater risk from a car ride to the school
than from COVID-19. In 2020 there were 19 motor vehicle deaths of children 0-14, while there
were 0 deaths due to COVID-19 for the same age group. (Source: Colorado Health Information
Data Set Mortality Statistics 2020) While I do not wish anyone to get sick, it is apparent that
the risk of death to children due to COVID-19 is very low. I have not taken a detailed poll of all
children in Colorado, but my children and their friends do not enjoy wearing masks at school or
anywhere else. When there is not a huge risk (0 deaths) and the students do not want to wear
masks it would seem reasonable that they should not be required.

8/14/2021 10:28 AM

3254

With children being largely unvaccinated for COVID and the variants are raging, I am genuinely
concerned about sending my kids back to school.

8/14/2021 10:28 AM

3255

I am a grandparent of a kindergartener and I am very concerned with the staff and students
NOT having to wear masks!!! Please mandate mask wearing as the delta virus is so much
worse and my grandson cannot be vaccinated!!! Thank you

8/14/2021 10:27 AM

3256

Covid19 is transmitted through aerosol particles, the equivalent to fog, mist or dust. Masks do
not filter particles this small. Masks accumulate and contain bacteria. Why would we make our
children breath toxic waste all day? Its child abuse.

8/14/2021 10:26 AM

3257

Children, especially in younger grades will struggle socially and intellectually in the long run if
masks are mandated yet again for this school year. Young children learning how to enunciate
properly need to be able to see how the mouth and tongue work together. Children need to
learn to take facial ques from their peers as well as their teachers. Forcing them to sit in
masks, full of daily sweat, spit and often snot causes more respiratory illness than what is
attempting to be avoided. Continue to let families make their own decisions based on comfort
levels.

8/14/2021 10:25 AM

3258

Masking is very important to our family. PLEASE PROTECT OUR CHILDREN and mandate
masking. My kids are in elementary school and are not old enough to be vaccinated. Please
MANDATE MASKS.

8/14/2021 10:25 AM

3259

The mandate for masks in school is completely uncalled for and the rationale behind this
mandate are completely insufficient. This population (children under 11) is at a lower risk of
serious illness from covid than the flu. It is widely known through scientific data that this
demographic is the absolute least at risk. By requiring this mandate we are jeopardizing our
kids long term future health as well as cognitive abilities. This is a crucial age to develop
social skills, speech, and listening. By requiring masks we are creating an environment of fear
for our kids that is not conducive to learning and certainly not conducive to socialization. This
is yet another example of the betterment of the majority being compromised by an extremely,
extremely minuscule minority. To include “ Protection for those unable to vaccinate” as a
reason is abysmal because at this point everyone has had that ability and has made a
personal choice to do so or not do so. Punishing our kids for a teachers decision to vaccinate
or not vaccinate is a shame. Secondly, “Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of
mask wearers) and time out of class due to isolation, school disruption” is absurd! The
negative mental impact of having children wear masks in a state of fearing the air they breath
and every person they interact with is FAR more dangerous to mental health than the “risk of
bullying those wearing masks”. It is unbelievably narrow minded to think that by making
everyone wear a masks it creates “fairness” or protection for those children whose parents
force a mask upon them. It should be the child/parents choice if they would like a mask to be
worn. Lastly, the long term respiratory effects of making children wear masks and breath in
their own CO2 and trap their own germs against their face all day everyday can not be good.
This is a complete overstep by government and it should not and will not be tolerated.

8/14/2021 10:25 AM

3260

I DO NOT support the masking of our kids and believe leaving it up to the
PARENTS.TO.DECIDE.!! Let the parents choose/decide what is best for their kids! If their are
parents that wish for THEIR CHILD to wear one then that is their choice. OTHER parents &
MANDATES DO NOT and WILL NOT decide for mine. And those that are truly scared of this
virus/worried their children will catch it should make other arrangements for their children (ie
homeschool) Those that WANT their children in school and in person learning should be given
that choice and option WITHOUT masks! These masks are causing children more harm than
good and affecting their mental health and social well being!!

8/14/2021 10:24 AM

3261

With the introduction of the new more contagious variants, masks should be worn at least

8/14/2021 10:24 AM
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during passing when all the kids are packed close together in the hallways. While many of our
HS Kids are vaccinated, they can still catch the newer variants and bring that home to other
family members. This should be a science-based decision and not a political one. Science has
proven there is less spread when masks are worn.
3262

As a grandparent of children under 12 who are not yet eligible for the corona vaccine, I
unconditionally support the use of masks at school for the children, teachers and staff. While
children are LESS likely to die of the virus, many have and there is NO excuse not to protect
them, their teachers and their families from any exposure to such a contagious and virulent
disease.

8/14/2021 10:24 AM

3263

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. I know mask are not fun to wear but I
support a mask mandate for students. Especially 11 and under. This is a more contagious
variant of the virus, so why are we taking less precautions than last year. A year ago, we were
dealing with a form of the virus that was significantly less contagious and didn't seem to
impact children as much as the Delta variant. I know we have a vaccine but that does not
seem to matter as much with Delta. And student 11 and under are still not vaccinated. While
our school district states they are doing everything possible including distancing, they are not.
Our 5th graders class is set up with 4 desk facing each other to form tables. So unvaccinated
kids are breathing right at each other. We asked about this and were told it was for the kids
mental health. But I ask, what is worse, having schools shutting down like last year or
everyone doing their part to keep schools open by social distancing and wearing mask. Please
mandate mask until the Delta variant is under control.

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

3264

Our family just wanted to voice our opinion that we need to do most everything we can to once
again try to get the virus under control. Our kids are vaccinated and we encourage them to still
wear masks at school to protect others. We're not thrilled about it, but we should do what we
can to avoid having students go back to remote learning. We would also like to add, please
don't just listen to the loudest, most extreme voices in the room. We believe the majority of us
support you in your decisions and though we may be mostly silent on this issue, know that we
are reasonable about all this. Please don't bow to public pressure from the yellers and
screamers. Thank you!

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

3265

These children are your students not your kids. Please let parents make the decision whether
to mask their children or not.

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

3266

Mandating children, an age group of extremely low risk of infection or contagion to wear masks
during the critical stages of their social and physical development for the sake of an adult’s
sound of mind is not only ignorant and immoral, but also child abuse.

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

3267

Fear. If. Consequence. Choice. Important words in decision-making. Everyday, we all have
things we worry about, thinking “what if?” From being late for work to government actions, we
think about consequences large and small. We might be unconcerned, a little worried, or
downright fearful. How do we allay our fears? By making good choices. Wake up 5 minutes
earlier. Vote. Choice cannot be separated from the human experience and is essential to our
survival. We make choices to mitigate fears and ensure good outcomes. Now, the question of
who makes those choices is next. Certain things, like deciding which side of the road to drive
on or defending our country, fall to others. But, most things are individual and should stay that
way. Health is deeply personal since it’s an innate part of our existence. We make health
choices daily. You did today. I did today. Only we know what’s best for ourselves. Choices
regarding health should always remain personal decisions based upon our intimate knowledge
of ourselves, our circumstances, and our beliefs. Therefore, mask wearing in school, as a
matter of health, must remain a personal choice. We welcome your advice and
recommendations, and we will certainly take it under advisement. But, a mandate transfers
choice from me to you, and that is not right. You might say, a mask doesn’t protect you, it
protects me. But, if a mask works, it works, and it will work for you, should you choose to wear
it. And, if you’re vaccinated, then you should have nothing to worry about. I’m sure I don’t need
to tell you that compliance with a mandate is impossible to enforce, especially in school. Mask
materials and face coverage also vary widely and are therefore highly questionable in
effectiveness. So, why do it? I’ll let others speak to the severity and fatality rates for children,
but I’m sure you know the truth about that. We know it’s extremely low. When we all know the
truth, fear will be calmed and we stop worrying about If. We can move on with our lives. No
mask mandates.

8/14/2021 10:23 AM

3268

It has been shown that masking works. Please consider making universal masking in all indoor
school settings as the delta variant is highly transmissible and could cause disruptions for
children in school learning as well as continue to spread the disease to those who are

8/14/2021 10:23 AM
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vulnerable and unable to get the vaccine. This is a public health crisis, those who choose to be
maskless can pose a threat to other people's lives.
3269

If you want to understand parents views on masking, all you need to look at is what
percentage of students are currently wearing masks. Parents in favor of a mask mandate are
sending their kids to school with a mask, those who are not in favor are not. From what I have
observed the overwhelming majority of kids are going to school without masks, at my sons
school I would say 98 to 99% of students are not wearing masks and therefore 98 - 99% of
parents do not agree with a mask mandate. To try to ignore this and make decisions that are
opposed to this fact is not pursuing the best interest of the parents. If a mask mandate were to
be imposed it would go against the 98% of parents who are opposed to that and have the best
interest of their children in mind. And I’m still confused on how a an open forum is being
scheduled for 4pm on a Monday where parents are asked to participate. Did we forget that not
only are elementary schools getting out at this exact time where parents will be actively
picking up their kids, but also most working adults don’t end their work day till 5pm?

8/14/2021 10:22 AM

3270

Please, Please, Please require masks in schools! It is so confusing for the kids and so
dangerous to be walking around non protected without vaccines for our little ones!

8/14/2021 10:21 AM

3271

Masks do little to help the spread of the virus. The masks may help, however most are not
wearing them properly. They are touching them all day then touching every surface in the
school. School districts have now set up remote learning. If your someone who is at risk or
scared of the virus stay home. Let’s get back to normalcy. Let’s get rid of the masks and the
politics they are producing.

8/14/2021 10:21 AM

3272

I urge you to please follow the recommendations of health professionals and require masks.
Our teachers, children, and their families are at risk if we allow masks to be optional. Douglas
county has seen a huge surge in covid cases. Please consider that when hospitals are full due
to covid cases-there are less hospital beds available for those with heart attacks, strokes, car
accidents, etc. There are far reaching implications of the choice to mask and I urge the board
of health to protect our community.

8/14/2021 10:21 AM

3273

Masks do not stop the transmission of disease. Masks harm children psychologically and are
disease creators. This has gone on far too long, it’s time to lose the masks forever!!!

8/14/2021 10:21 AM

3274

NO MASKS!!! Let the parents choose what’s best for their kids.

8/14/2021 10:20 AM

3275

Please please please allow us parents to have the right to choose mask or no mask for our
children. It is essential to their well being, both mental and physical. I am neither against or for,
it's just vital that people be given an option for their children as each one is an individual and
my son struggles wearing a mask, he has a hard time breathing in one. I have been raising my
2 boys mostly alone through all this and have seen first hand what mental strain is doing to
people and children. Breathing is vital to stress management and health for everyone. A shield
is better BUT the right to choose is an important message to send our children ESPECIALLY
these days. (Also, there should have been a 4th option, choice between mask and no mask)
Thank you so much for your consideration!

8/14/2021 10:20 AM

3276

Given the data on the delta variant, I strongly support universal masking in all indoor school
settings, per the CDC recommendations. My daughter, who is 11 and therefore not vaccinated
yet, has been informed she was a close contact to someone with COVID on Wednesday
August 11, the third day of school. Almost no one is wearing a mask at her school, Cresthill
Middle School. Given the unvaccinated population, it is dangerous to go without a mask. Also,
it is expected that teachers, staff, and students will become sick in numbers large enough to
disrupt education, and that is the last thing anyone wants. My employer has mandated
universal masking. We need to mandate masking to preserve the ability of schools to continue
to provide an education.

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

3277

I am in full support of requiring masks for all children particularly children under 12 who cannot
yet get vaccinated. My daughter is 5 and has asthma. She also has a 6 month old baby
brother at home. Why are she and all the other kids who are not eligible for the vaccine not
provided the protections they deserve to be as safe as possible at school and lessen their
chances of contracting COVID? The new variant is much more contagious to children so it
makes no sense to loosen the COVID protocols now. My daughter did remote learning all last
year to protect herself and her newborn brother and could not be happier to be back at school. I
think the thing everyone can agree on is the importance of the kids being in an in person
learning environment. By not having the proper protocols recommended by the CDC and AAP
in place, it is inevitable that groups of kids and/or schools will have to go remote at least for a
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period of time. It’s important to be proactive rather than reactive in this situation. Last week,
Governor Polis said there are 7 kids under 11 in the ICU with COVID. This should Drive
change and mask mandates. Is there a magic number that would change the protocols? Or,
are you waiting for the pediatric ICUs to be full before something more is done? We did not
stay home for a year and a half so our children could get COVID a couple of months before
they are eligible for the vaccine. The asthma care team at Children’s Hospital Colorado
informed us that when worn correctly, masks can be worn for long periods of time and don’t
cause low oxygen or high carbon monoxide levels. Therefore, it is recommended even kids
with asthma wear masks. Please do the right thing and require masks at least until all schoolaged children have the opportunity to get vaccinated.
3278

I don’t think it’s any agency’s place to ‘mandate’ or decide how any person should conduct
their personal health care choices or how any person should best care for their child. Tri
County Health needs to stay out of the decision making rights of parents. The bureaucratic
over reach of this unelected agency needs to stop. I did not ‘vote’ for TCH to watch over my
family’s health care and they do not represent my best interests.

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

3279

Tri-County Board of Health, First, thank you for taking community comment on the divisive
issue of masking in school and I encourage Tri-County Health to continue view each county
individually, rather than making a blanket recommendation. Second, as a pediatric nurse, I
understand the community's division on the question of whether to require masking in schools.
While I understand there are concerns for secondary spread, risk to unvaccinated individuals
and mask shaming, I have a larger concern about the mental and social health and well-being
of young children under the age of 12 if they are again required to wear masks in school. The 3
issues mentioned above have been mitigated, at least in Douglas county, by 1) the high
percentage of vaccinated individuals 12 and over, 2) the ability for at-risk students and staff to
utilize online teaching and learning options, and 3) school intolerance and swift correction of
any bullying or mask-shaming activity. On the other hand, COVID cases in children under 12
remain relatively low and it is difficult to mitigate the potential social and mental consequences
of young children being forced to wear masks in school. Learning and social development is
impacted in children who are unable to receive non-verbal feedback from their teachers and
peers due to face coverings; feelings of fear and isolation are being fostered due to distancing
and constant mask correction; and there is the potential for long-term, ingrained tendencies
toward social isolation in this younger population. As a vaccine program for children under 12
is also planned in the very near future, I see no compelling reason to force these young
children to wear masks unless there is a widespread and untenable COVID outbreak in
Douglas country that leads to hospital capacity concerns and staff shortages. In summary,
given the high vaccination rate in Douglas county, and the choice of unvaccinated families to
put their children in in-person school regardless of vaccination status, please allow individual
families to continue to make the decisions they feel most appropriate for their children, rather
than enforcing a blanket mask mandate for these young, growing minds. Thank you, Amy
Cimbura, BSN, RN, CPN

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

3280

Mask wearing should remain optional. The effects on children have been minimal. Please let
them be kids. We have both mask wearers and non and there is no issues in our school. Our
school had more issues by randomly quarantining when kids were not in close proximity to the
exposed individual. Kids need to remain in school

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

3281

Masks have been proven to be ineffective over and over again. The kids are not the ones at
risk. Stop trying to implement communism tactics for your own personal gain. If you mandate
masks I will be pulling my kid out of your school and take away your funding. Enough is
enough!!

8/14/2021 10:19 AM

3282

Masks are detrimental to my children’s health and well being. It affects their ability to breathe,
speak, listen and learn. I will pull all three of my kids out of the school system is this becomes
a requirement. The kids go to school to learn. They go to the doctor for medical intervention.
Please focus on teaching and learning and let the parents focus on medical concerns.

8/14/2021 10:17 AM

3283

Masks should be a personal choice, not something that is mandated based on bogus science
and a political narrative.

8/14/2021 10:17 AM

3284

Our children are in middle school. Our children have reported that almost no one is wearing a
mask, 10-15 kids in the whole school. And there is no social distancing or any other attempts
at Covid spread reduction. One of our children is under 12 and has asthma. We were just
notified she was exposed on the third day of school. I am deeply disappointed in the school
district, county, and state leadership in not making reasonable safeguards for our children.

8/14/2021 10:17 AM
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Since it was shown last year that masks and social distancing protocols were enough to curb
the spread in schools I support the reintroduction of those safeguards.
3285

Stop the madness with masks.

8/14/2021 10:17 AM

3286

Kids need to be back to normal and no masks. It's time to move on.

8/14/2021 10:16 AM

3287

CDC, and TCHD have made it clear that they do not have any understanding of COVID, what
works, what doesn't. You look like fools. Dr Douglas, you are a smart person. But apparently
your ego or pride, or something, keeps you from listening to common sense. First, we needed
to wear masks. Then you said that masks weren't effective. Then you have to get the vaxx to
be protected. Now, you say that we should still wear masks, even if you got the vaxx. Why in
the heck did we get the vaxx then?!? This is why the public does not trust you. This is why we
KNOW that you do not know what you are doing. Since, you obviously are ignorant to what
works and what doesn't, you should absolutely not mandate masks for anyone in the TCHD
area, including students. Case numbers are extremely low, and mandating masks is a useless
and an overreaction. Furthermore, the People are so fed up with you moving the goalposts that
they will flatly revolt against any action. You need to understand that TCHD exists to SERVE
the public, not control it. The People are done with your attempts to control.

8/14/2021 10:15 AM

3288

I fully support the Board’s considering of universal mask mandate - either for all indoor or when
younger children present. My daughter’s class has 27 kids and it is just impossible for any
physical distancing. Without universal mask mandate, there will be some unvaccinated
individuals not wearing masks in the classroom indoor, which is against CDC and CDPHE’s
recommendation and creates a unsafe environment for kids to learn in person especially with
delta variant. As a parent, I worry every morning when sending my kid to school. Right now,
DCSD only makes masking a recommendation, which is putting children at risk. This shouldn’t
be an individual parent’s decision. The Board should step up and require indoor masking as
soon as possible. This is a public health issue instead of a person’s right or political issue.
Everyone needs to do their part to reduce the transmission and the potential for more deadly
variants. Mask mandate has been proven last year to be an effective way to keep the
transmission rate low in school. I urged the Board to enact a universal mask mandate
immediately. Kids are in school now everyday and they are surrounded with unmasked
unvaccinated kids everyday without proper physical distancing. Please make the decision now
to keep the school in-person learning environment safe. It will be too late when outbreaks start
to occur. As an example, I work at CDPHE and our department requires everyone to wear
mask indoor regardless of vaccinated status because of delta variant. It is just frustrating to
see that the school district is allowing unvaccinated elementary school students not to wear
mask indoor. So I really appreciate the Board taking the action of considering universal mask
mandate. Thank you very much for the commenting opportunity.

8/14/2021 10:15 AM

3289

The Case Against Masks: Ten Reasons Why Mask Use Should be Limited OCTOBER 26,
2020 BY SALLY FALLON MORELL 1 COMMENT 🖨️Print post The Case Against Masks: Ten
Reasons Why Mask Use Should be Limited By Judy A. Mikovits and Kent Heckenlively, JD
Best-selling writers Mikovits and Heckenlively, authors of Plague of Corruption (see review,
page 59), have done us a favor with this timely little book, in which they compile the scientific
findings against mask use. Even if you believe that the current wave of illness is caused by a
virus, making everyone wear a mask makes no sense at all. Did you know that OSHA
regulations oppose the routine use of masks except under certain circumstances, and then
only with proper training? If you are breathing into a cloth mask, you will soon be breathing high
levels of carbon dioxide, leading to a condition called hypercapnia (carbon dioxide toxicity).
Symptoms include headache, vertigo, double vision, an inability to concentrate, tinnitus,
seizures and suffocation. For people suffering from asthma or COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease), face masks are intolerable. Even for healthy people, the lowered oxygen
intake may actually make them more susceptible to Covid-19, because lack of oxygen can
lower the functioning of our immune systems. Moreover, most masks do not provide protection
against particulate matter, and certainly not against tiny microorganisms. They do not provide
a good face seal (if they did, you would suffocate in short order), and breathing on others is not
likely to spread “viruses” anyway. And the inside part of the mask may harbor the build-up of
pathogens (or create conditions where normally benign organisms become pathogenic). While
this book comes squarely from the point of view that viruses exist and cause disease, for
beginners it is a good way to convince them of the futility of mask wearing without getting into
more esoteric discussions. I highly recommend this little volume to give to frightened friends
and relatives. Thumbs up. This article appeared in Wise Traditions in Food, Farming and the
Healing Arts, the quarterly journal of the Weston A. Price Foundation, Fall 2020
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3290

As a pregnant woman with young nephews, I am deeply concerned about the ongoing
resistance to implementing health and safety measures in schools to protect against COVID19. I, too, know how difficult it has been to maintain social distancing and I understand wearing
a mask is not pleasant. That being said, with the delta variant causing a spike in cases and
many children being too young to receive the vaccine, I feel it is irresponsible that we as
adults do not take whatever steps we can to protect our youngest and most vulnerable
citizens.

8/14/2021 10:13 AM

3291

Masking should remain optional/suggested. Not mandated.

8/14/2021 10:12 AM

3292

My 6 year old son has underlying respiratory issues, making him high-risk for COVID. We did
eLearning last year, but after seeing a layered mitigation strategy of masking, social
distancing, quarantining, contact tracing, etc. employed by DCSD prove that it can reduce
transmission and provide a relatively safe environment for in-person learning, we opted to send
him in-person for the 2021-2022 school year. Our decision was based on the fact that we
understand the value and importance of social emotional development an in-person school
experience provides, as well as the fact that a mask mandate was still in place. However, in
light of a proven more transmissible delta variant, and the fact that children under 12 are not
eligible for a vaccine, universal masking is the easiest and most logical, science-based
mitigation strategy to employ again. Masking can also help reduce the need for quarantining
classrooms/grades/schools and creating unnecessary upheaval for children, teachers, and
families. Study after study has proven that it can greatly reduce the risk. Which is why the
CDC and the AAP and the Colorado Chapter of the AAP ALL recommend and advocate for
universal masking. Also, according to one study, as many as 47% of child COVID cases are
asymptomatic (https://qz.com/2047426/what-are-the-symptoms-of-delta-variant-in-kids/),
further necessitating the need of universal masking. Because the sad fact is, without masking
as a mitigation strategy, COVID can spread undetected, and by the time someone shows
symptoms, there is a high chance there are others that are also positive with no symptoms
that will continue to spread it. DCSD has said masks are strongly recommended. However, I
can tell you after seeing my child's elementary school, as well as speaking with other parents
at neighboring elementary schools, estimating that 20% of students wear masks is being
generous. Without a mandate, the majority simply will not opt to wear masks. The 9News
article about Cherry Creek schools updating its mask policy states: "Dr. John Douglas said the
transmission of COVID-19 is highly likely in a school setting without high levels of maskwearing." (https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/outreach/back-to-school/cherry-creekschools-require-masks-prek-6-grade/73-d0e73316-f547-4bdb-a9e0-fa5278dff8cc) So Tri-County
Health is stating transmission is highly likely, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, has the authority to
make decisions that can positively impact public health and the health and safety of our
children. In addition, I would also strongly encourage Tri-County and the school districts to
encourage any individual, whether displaying symptoms or not, to test once exposed to
COVID. I would also encourage Tri-County to consider quarantines should transmission in the
class/school, etc. be confirmed in efforts to stop the chain of infection as needed. After 4 day
of school, there are already 4 positive cases at my son's elementary school. And history tells
us that the numbers will continue to rise without adding additional mitigation strategies like
universal masking. As a parent, I can speak to the gut wrenching feeling of playing Russian
roulette with my son's health every day I send him into the school building, but as a rational,
logical human being, I can also say that if we know there are strategies that are easy to
implement and scientifically-proven to reduce the risk of transmission and increase the
chances of a more consistent school year for children, there is NO REASON not to employ
them.

8/14/2021 10:12 AM

3293

NO MASK MANDATE for something with over a 99% survival rate! Masks don't work! And
they cause more harm than good. We should have the right to choose if we want to wear a
mask.

8/14/2021 10:10 AM

3294

We do not believe that masks are the answer to keeping people healthy or ‘safe’ from Covid.
Eating healthy fresh foods, building a healthy immunity and taking vitamins like zinc, vitamin
D, vitamin C ect. Washing hands frequently and cleaning surfaces that get used by lots of
people and not touching your face ( eyes, nose, mouth) These things are much more helpful
than masks.

8/14/2021 10:10 AM

3295

We oppose the wearing of masks in school. Masks are not effective and cause anxiety and
depression. We will pull our child out of public schools if this becomes mandatory and put our
money elsewhere.

8/14/2021 10:09 AM

3296

It is so important for our kids to remain in-person for school and to do everything we can to
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protect their health at the same time. Masks are proven to be effective reducing the spread of
Covid, and since we are dealing with a more contagious variant, masks should be a part of the
safety protocol for our schools. How else can we remain in-person all year?
3297

Please allow parents to make the decision for their student. Please follow all of the science. It
can not only be about COVID which according to CDC own statistics has a minimal impact on
children not much different than impact flu had in the past. You need to consider the whole
picture. There are many studies around the world that find wearing a mask is not healthy both
physically and mentally for kids for other reasons eg dirty masks hold many other germs,
creating fear, not allowing clear flow if oxygen. Many of the students have had Covid already.
Why is natural immunity not being considered? It is considered for many other cold and flu like
diseases. We are not in the same situation we were in a year and half ago. Stop providing your
mandates as if we are. Stop contact tracing and closing school because someone was
exposed to COVID. This made no difference or sense before vaccines. Comparing CA to FL,
there is not a huge difference except FL students were not locked down and suffered
significant loss of learning and other health impacts like our CO students This is what I mean
by looking at the big picture. If some parents and students are concerned, they do have online
school choices and other means to do what they see is best for their students. They can also
have their student wear a mask Please do not mandate masks and also change the originals
to follow all science. Thank you for your consideration.

8/14/2021 10:06 AM

3298

Please do not mandate masks in school for kids under 12.

8/14/2021 10:06 AM

3299

We should stop asking for opinions on masks and follow the science and the CDC
recommendations full stop. Mask have been politicized so we will never have agreement from
adults who are blinded by their “side”.

8/14/2021 10:05 AM

3300

There should not be a mask mandate. It should be optional. Follow the science. The real
science.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3301

I am in favor of wearing masks indoors. It has the potential to keep the schools open, reduced
remote learning and maintain normalcy. Kids are already used to mask wearing from last year.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3302

I am against mask mandates of any kind in Douglas County Schools.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3303

This is a public health emergency, it is not a matter of personal opinion or preference when
your personal preference could put another family in danger. We should not be listening to loud
voices who want to distort what the true issues are. We should be looking at the science, and
looking at the the data and enacting measures that are the most protective of the health and
well-being of our entire community. If they need to yell about it, let them yell - they yell about
every snow day decision too. This is a little bit more important, given that people are getting
very ill and dying. I want my kids in school AND safe and if masks are a successful protector
against illness, they should be required.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3304

I have been a Physician Assistant for 16 years. I don’t believe that the data supports the use
of masks or a vaccines authorized for emergency use only. Please allow our families to
continue having the freedom to choose what we feel is best for our families, given the data and
our personal beliefs.

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3305

We are over 70% vaccinated. No need for mask mandate. If people choose to make, that’s
great but it should NOT be required!

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3306

We do not want our children mandated to wear masks and will strongly oppose any mandate
put in place

8/14/2021 10:04 AM

3307

I fully support a mask mandate in order to stop the spread of covid 19 and its variants.

8/14/2021 10:03 AM

3308

Due to the importance of mental health, I do not want my kids masked. There have been
several studies that masks do not protect you from COVID, the particles are too small and can
still be transmitted through a mask.

8/14/2021 10:03 AM

3309

I think masks should be a choice for all students and all schools but not mandated

8/14/2021 10:02 AM

3310

I don’t support the mandated use of masks in K-12 regardless of vaccination status. There are
good arguments on both sides of the issue and believe it’s best left for parents to decide the
overall mental and physical health of their children. Teachers have long had the opportunity to
vaccinate themselves, vaccines are widely available for those that wish to protect
themselves/their family, and masks are widely available for those that wish to protect their
children. I think if we’re really honest, any potential harm from not requiring a mask mandate is
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extremely small given the county’s combined vaccination rate plus natural immunity plus
parents that support a mask mandate and thus willingness to mask their own children.
3311

I don't agree that children should wear masks at school. Herd immunity is effective. The
children need an academic environment without masking. The children need a social
environment without masking.

8/14/2021 10:01 AM

3312

Forcing children to wear face masks is child abuse. It can cause neurological and
psychological damage. There is scientific evidence that proves face masks does not stop the
spread of the Covid virus or any other virus.

8/14/2021 10:01 AM

3313

Mandating masks in school again is detrimental to our kids. We can not have another year like
we did last year. Kids are already behind in learning and their mental and social emotional
health has suffered tremendously. Masking our kids makes it difficult for them to learn,
communicate and socialize with teachers and their peers. These things that our elementary
school aged kids are learning is essential to growing and becoming members of society. I have
2 children in Douglas County schools one in elementary and one in middle school and it should
be my decision if I send them to school with masks or not. I have a high schooler that is in
private school and if this stupidity continues I will be looking for additional options for my other
children that will not be in the public school system. Parents who feel that is right for their
children can send their kids to school with a mask but they should not be allowed to mandate
what my children have to do. COVID infection rates are low among children and we need to
take that into consideration. And since when do we take a poll to make these important
decisions and allow everyone, even people who don't have children in school make these
decisions? This is unprofessional and ridiculous.

8/14/2021 10:00 AM

3314

No kids need to be wearing masks, look at the science. Should be parents choice, not
government.

8/14/2021 9:58 AM

3315

No masks!

8/14/2021 9:58 AM

3316

No mask mandates for school or business

8/14/2021 9:58 AM

3317

Please stop taking our tax dollars to pay your salaries and fund our schools and then mandate
things we do not want in order to progress a media and politically driven hysteria. It is a virus
that is microscopic and a layer of cotton does not prevent it from passing through. For a
visual, it is like building a chain link fence to keep mosquitoes out. Furthermore, just like the
flu it will continue to mutate and take on different strains that the then current vaccine will not
protect against. This is why even the vaccinated are currently still getting COVID. Please start
listening to real science and facts and stop making decisions based on the latest headlines.
Than you.

8/14/2021 9:57 AM

3318

My husband had his lung collapsed a few years ago. The doctors say we have to be really
cautious. I personally don’t want to keep my little one at home because he has already missed
so much being along with friends/ socially. We have been extra cautious all through, it will be
very reassuring to send him to school with a mask mandate. We humbly request you to please
look into this, it’s imperative not only for the kids but for all of us around

8/14/2021 9:57 AM

3319

Please take the lead here and consider the utilitarian argument—serve the greatest number of
people possible. You can’t please everyone. But people who choose not to mask under any
circumstances put others at risk.

8/14/2021 9:56 AM

3320

Do not force us to mask our children. It’s our job as parents to make health decisions for our
family. And your job to insure each family has that ability. We will be forced to leave the
schools and find other options if you keep mandating this stuff. We will also be forced to fight
back against that in every way possible. Make the right choice and allow us to also make the
right choices for our families. Do not mandate what we do in regards to our own health and
safety. We can do that just fine on our own.

8/14/2021 9:56 AM

3321

Let people make their own choices! If people want their kids to wear masks that’s their choice
but do not force it on my child.. if the mask that someone else is wearing “works” to protect
them (which they don’t by the way), why does it matter if anyone else is wearing one? And the
fact that one of the bullet points that Tri-County put out was to make everyone wear a mask so
that the kids in masks don’t get bullied? Absolute insanity and any ounce of respect I had left
for Tri County is gone that that’s even a reason this is being considered.. it shows there is no
science, reason or data to forcing CHILDREN to wear muzzles like dogs. If any mask mandate
is enforced for DCSD schools I will pull my kids so fast it will make your head spin and y’all
will lose the funding-so many parents feel this way. God bless America and those who have

8/14/2021 9:56 AM
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died for our freedoms, although it sounds like y’all have completely forgotten that we are a free
country. DO NOT MASK OUR CHILDREN!!!!!!!!!
3322

My students chose to not attend a government school for a reason. Stop negatively impacting
their lives so that you can feel good about yourself. Students for 2 years have had to be your
guinea pigs. You have negatively impacted their experience in absolutely every way. There are
plenty of options for individuals who want to isolate and get an "education". Students and
faculty are intelligent enough to make decisions for themselves. Stop with the over reach.

8/14/2021 9:54 AM

3323

Better to err on the side of caution.

8/14/2021 9:54 AM

3324

The kids are being harmed wearing masks. There is not any study to support masks being
effective or limiting the transmission of Covid. The mental effects of doing this to them again
is far more deadly then them getting Covid and deathly harm. Let them live and breathe. And
have a normal life.

8/14/2021 9:54 AM

3325

More people die from the flu than Covid. Do not make these children wear masks. Leave it up
to the people to decide if they want their children to wear masks. This should not be forced.
You are doing more harm to the children then Covid would do to them.

8/14/2021 9:53 AM

3326

Thank you for asking for feedback. A variety of reliable medical authorities have stated
masking, particularly for those unvaccinated (almost all of the children at my son’s elementary
school) is recommended. I fully support masking and hope the district will listen to reliable,
science-based medical guidance to ensure the safety and well-being of our children.

8/14/2021 9:53 AM

3327

They do not know the long term effects of these masks on children.

8/14/2021 9:53 AM

3328

Parents choice. Science and data doesn’t demonstrate masks prevent the spread of the virus.
Severity of the virus has diminished. Increased cases has not lead to a significant increase in
deaths. Children have not been found to be high risk for deaths.

8/14/2021 9:52 AM

3329

I oppose mandatory a mask mandate for my school age child .

8/14/2021 9:52 AM

3330

I believe that masks should be worn in elementary schools. These young students have not
had the opportunity to be vaccinated. Therefore it is critical that everyone in the school wears
masks at all times while indoors. I require my kid to wear one but as we all know it’s more
effective if others wear them too. Please help us protect the young children in our community.

8/14/2021 9:52 AM

3331

Please do not mandate masks! This should be left to parents to decide. Parents who want the
option are able to choose to mask their children! I feel this impacts my children’s social and
emotional development with minimal benefit.

8/14/2021 9:52 AM

3332

As an ER nurse in the community I can't stress enough the importance of mask wearing. I
have two school age children in the district, my 16 year old is vaccinated but my 10 year is not
eligible for the vaccine. Covid can be carried by a vaccinated person and passed on to those
that are unvaccinated. We have seen an increase of Covid cases in young unvaccinated
people. Many of whom end up vented. Many of whom have no pre existing conditions. I am
disheartened and disgusted with the level of misinformed citizens in this community. They
would prefer to take health advice from politicians, social media and cable news before
listening to doctors and nurses who work on the front lines. I frequently have to educate
patients on the dangers and reality of Covid. They understand once you explain in plain terms.
Sadly the Douglas County commissioners, local and national politicians have turned this virus
into a political football. Sowing seeds of doubt and mistrust regarding our healthcare providers,
telling them we are making up data and lying. It's insulting and infuriating. I put my health
safety on the line every shift taking care of the unvaccinated deniers so that they can achieve
optimal outcomes. I expect our schools to do no less, to place the health and safety of our
most vulnerable...our children...above all. Their physical health comes first, mental health is
secondary. Masks are do work. Last year our flu season was non existent due to covering our
mouths and washing our hands. Nurses have been saying this for years. This year I fear we
will have a raging flu season along with Covid. Please consider a.mask.mandate. I feel that as
a parent we have the responsibility to protect our children above all. How many doctors and
nurses are involved in making these decisions? You may benefit from reaching out to area
hospitals and emergency rooms.

8/14/2021 9:51 AM

3333

Good afternoon, my name is Tania Stewart, and I am the mother of a second grader in the
Douglas County Discovery Program at Pine Lane Elementary. I am a graduate of Harvard and
Cornell Universities, and I follow the research on covid closely. As I write this, I am reviewing
the Douglas County statistics on covid: in the past 7 days, our average number of deaths from

8/14/2021 9:51 AM
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covid-19 is zero, and has barely budged in seven months. Since January, we have only had a
couple of days, which were in April, where the 7-day average of covid deaths exceeded one.
We know from scientific research that covid does not perilously affect children. However, it is
extremely dangerous to have our children shoulder the burden of adults' fear. Our children have
been harmed by mask mandates. Please keep in mind that children are children. They are not
adults; they are not fully formed; their brains are developing the neural pathways that are
needed to understand human emotions, and seeing faces is a critical part of this. Douglas
County prioritizes "social and emotional learning" for elementary schoolers. How can the
schools possibly do that when our children can't see each others', or their teachers' faces?
Even worse, mask mandates are a constant reminder that a child must be isolated. Our kids
lose social skills, they become withdrawn, and in the state of Colorado, where student suicides
were already twice the national average even before covid, we must take their emotional
wellbeing as a serious priority. Mask mandates are only harmful, especially when there is
minimal risk to children from covid, and as I mentioned from the stats on Douglas County,
there doesn't seem to be much danger to the adults in our county, either. I found one of the
justifications that TriHealth provided for mask mandates--the emotional well-being of students
who might be ridiculed if they choose to wear a mask--insulting and ridiculous. Our kids with
special needs aren't able to see faces. Our kids are essentially being told that their normal
emotional development is not important. I know that a lot of people are fearful of covid, but as
an actual institution of health, you cannot in good conscience create a harmful mandate to our
children. I know that other counties are bending to unfounded fears from adults. Please be
better than this. Thank you for soliciting our feedback.
3334

Parents should have the choice whether they want their kids to wear a mask, it should not be a
mandate and forced on anyone.

8/14/2021 9:51 AM

3335

Unfortunately I have cancer and all three of my kids go to different schools and none of which
require masks. 2 of my children are too young for the vaccine. On average most students are
not wearing masks, my kids are in fact wearing them. But we need more protection for the kids
who cannot vaccinate. More protections put in place like last year. If we do not act fast we
could end up with remote learning before fall due to a spike in Corona cases.

8/14/2021 9:50 AM

3336

No Masks

8/14/2021 9:50 AM

3337

Please mandate masks to benefit the unvaccinated population, especially in schools. It is one
of the strongest weapons we have to fight this virus. With significantly more contagious
variants spreading at a greater rate through our children, I’m completely baffled that a mask
mandate wasn’t implemented sooner. According to the Mayo Clinic, masks potentially provide
minimal protection to the wearer, but provide significant protection to the people around the
wearer. As our children under 12 can not protect themselves with vaccination, the least we can
do is to protect them by everyone wearing a mask. By only “recommending” mask wearing or
making it “optional” a significant population will choose not to wear a mask, putting those
around them at an increased risk of infection that we don’t yet fully understand the
consequences for. If our priority is to have our children have a more normal school year with
minimal interruptions to in person learning, it seems mandatory masking is the way to go. The
sooner we can get this virus under control (mainly through vaccination and masking) the
sooner our children will be able to have more normal school year.

8/14/2021 9:50 AM

3338

Douglas county has extremely low deaths and hospitalization rates, we are over 70%
vaccinated. Masks wearing needs to be a choice

8/14/2021 9:49 AM

3339

As parents, we are the ones who have a right to determine if our kids want to wear masks. It is
our job, NOT YOURS, to determine what is safe and healthy for our children. If you really want
to do something, get rid of processed foods and all of the fast food restaurants that put junk
into our bodies and make us sick.

8/14/2021 9:48 AM

3340

There is no science to support masks. The harm outweighs any benefits. Please do not make
decisions out of fear.

8/14/2021 9:47 AM

3341

Dear members of Board of Health, Please note I am a concerned parent and citizen who feels
it is unnecessary to have children masked. This is based on two things: the prof we see that
kids are largely unaffected by COvid and death via COvid and the mental tolls the masks and
shutdowns are taking on them. Thank you for reading my comments and I hope you will
seriously consider them. Darlene Davis

8/14/2021 9:47 AM

3342

While both of my high school students are fully vaccinated, I support universal masking at the
high school level. If having everyone masked allows students the attend school in-person and

8/14/2021 9:46 AM
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participate in regular social events (dances, clubs, etc), our family is willing to our part. All
students need a standard of normalcy in their lives to be successful. I believe we should all do
our part to give that to them.
3343

Masks are useless

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

3344

I think it is imperative that the school district mandate masks until vaccines are available for
children. Covid will continue to spread aggressively until we have more of the population
protected.

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

3345

I believe there more harm for kids to wear masks than the risk not to wear them.

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

3346

Since my children are minors and I am the biological and legal guardian of them it is my
responsibility to ensure they are safe and healthy. I will accept recommendations from doctors
and make my own decisions for their health. Requiring masks or vaccines that I deem
unnecessary or risky is my decision and should remain as such.

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

3347

I would like to see the data that shows masking for children is effective. Also when do we as
parents have the option to make the decisions for our kids?

8/14/2021 9:45 AM

3348

Children thrive on consistency, especially in weird times. This back and forth is unbelievable.
Let the parents chose what they feel is right for their own kids. My kids are thriving in their first
week back being able to see smiling faces and not feel so uneasy at school. Their mental
health is far more important than possibly catching Covid, which they will recover from and
have.

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

3349

We need to mask in the younger grades for those that are unable to get vaccinated

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

3350

The fact that this is even a subject for consideration is ridiculous and shows how political this
has become with being completely devoid of critical thinking skills by the board. Children not
only have an obscenely low symptom rate, but they’re also not good transmitters. The damage
done by masks far exceeds any benefit provided. Firstly, these laughable masks don’t stop
any virus, in or out. The breath coming out just shoots out the back like a locomotive.
Secondly, they aren’t virus rated. Thirdly, even in the pretend-world of the belief they are
effective, only implementing them with the least impacted age group only at school is purely
bureaucrat grandstanding to justify their own existence. Masks are damaging to kids in many
ways, again…far and above any benefit. They hide the face, and if anyone on the Board knows
even the slightest thing about child development, they’d know that non-verbal communication
is huge. Masks stunt the emotional and communication development of each and every child.
They’re also dirty, crawling with bacteria AND viruses. Masks are dehumanizing and rob all
people, not just children of their dignity and identities. This is not okay, and if the board won’t
make the right choice for OUR children (they don’t belong to the Board), then we can certainly
make sure we replace board members as the opportunity presents itself.

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

3351

Parents know the risk for our kids and a bad education will not help our kids. Masking prevents
my son with an IEP from learning to read and grow. It has given him a delayed education.
Masks do not stop Covid. Please consider the kids who need to see faces and hear sounds
properly

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

3352

If my son can’t take peanut butter because of 1 student, why aren’t masks being worn for the
hundreds of kids that can’t get vaccinated? My son is extremely allergic to covid and could die
if he catches it. Just like the little boy if he’s exposed to peanut butter.

8/14/2021 9:44 AM

3353

I am absolutely against mandated masking. My elementary school child suffered a great deal
of anxiety while wearing a mask last year. He felt like he couldn't breathe. He didn't want to
home school because he wanted to be with his friends and teachers. He cried every morning
before school because he knew he had to wear a mask. If the masks worked, this virus would
be gone by now.

8/14/2021 9:43 AM

3354

Children grow immunity to all sorts of viruses and bacteria based on CONTACT with the virus /
bacteria. Masking at such a young age does not allow the young immune system to evolve as
we naturally do. Besides, the social ramifications are such higher. I DO NOT condone masks.

8/14/2021 9:42 AM

3355

Masking was a detriment to our kids for the 20-21 school year. It proved to be a developmental
wall for our boys speech therapy. My kids were more closed off and uncomfortable with their
peers nad teachers because of wearing the mask. In this first week of school our kids have
been so happy with school and having so much fun and have already opened up to peers and

8/14/2021 9:42 AM
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teachers compared to last year. Every day our kids are concerned with having to wear mask
again and have been anxious about having to wear them again.
3356

The mental and physical health damages of forcing our children, who are at a .008% risk of
dying from covid, to hide their faces and breath carbon dioxide while wearing an ineffective
mask all day must prohibit ANY mandatory masking in our schools. Any studies that have
been done in schools show that there is no difference between mandating masks and not
mandating masks. As far as bullying, making our kids wear masks is bullying. Stop this
nonsense immediately.

8/14/2021 9:42 AM

3357

I am a teacher at the seventh grade level. I support the recommendations of medical
professionals. I do believe there needs to be a board of medical professionals who address the
Parker and greater Douglas County community. If there is a mask mandate there will be
pushback from them. But this cannot stop the enforcement of the safety of our community. We
need to make educated decisions despite the pushback. We may never know the positive
effects we have made by preventing sickness and death by wearing masks. That is a concept
this community needs to understand.

8/14/2021 9:41 AM

3358

Choose medical freedom & parent choice to do what is best for their child. You have no right to
make a health decision for our children. There is NO proof that masks work or that children
spread the virus. Making the decision to mask our children is child abuse.

8/14/2021 9:41 AM

3359

Kids are the lowest susceptible group…we do not require masks for the flu so why this??

8/14/2021 9:41 AM

3360

I urge the Board of Health to use available data, that clearly shows that COVID-19 is not a
credible threat to children. Out of a population pool of over 75 million children under the age of
18, approximately 350 children have died, with the majority of these having significant comorbitities. The seasonal flu poses more of a risk to children than COVID-19. I understand the
reasoning of masking in order to protect vulnerable population, however - the vaccine is readily
available for those that wish to receive it, and the FDA just released a separate vaccine
booster for people with auto-immune disorders. It is a decision of personal risk mitigation - the
vaccine is available if you are concerned. A secondary point is that there is little to zero
evidence that masking children is an effective measure to reduce the spread of disease.
Unless individuals properly wear M-95 masks, the use of masking is not effective. And in
some studies, the use of cloth masks over a long period of time (I.e. the length of the school
day) has been proven to increase other illness because of germs accumulated due to
moisture. Not too mention the affect of children with pre-existing respiratory issues such as
asthma. A third point - children, as young as 5 (like my child) will not properly wear the mask
over a period of 7 hours. Unless the mask is work properly, there is no positive effect. And a
final point - universal masking in schools will hinder the developmental process, especially for
younger children. The inability to understand nuance in discussions, facial features, etc. will
stunt the developmental growth of learning age children. And finally - the data are clear.
Masking, especially of children, is not an effective strategy to reduce transmission. A decision
to universally mask children in schools would be a political decision. One not rooted in political
whims, not science. I whole heartedly disagree with this proposal, and if approved, I will be
removing my child from the tri-county school system.

8/14/2021 9:39 AM

3361

Parents should be able to decide if they would like their kids to wear a mask based on their
household circumstances.

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

3362

Masking and vaccination should be an individual choice. What is right for one may not be right
for another. If masks work so well, one on the face of a person who is concerned should be
enough. If it’s not, they can double mask.

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

3363

Hi, we support the masking of all students and staff in school setting.

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

3364

No masks, not good for anyone’s social emotional health and studies have proven so. No good
evidence it protects against viruses.

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

3365

No. This is so wrong in every way.

8/14/2021 9:37 AM

3366

I have 4 children in school. My kids did not enjoy school at all when they had to wear a mask.
My 8th grader told me he enjoyed school more since he didn’t have to wear one yet. That’s
huge to me!! My elementary kids are excited to be back to normal and would be so sad to
have to wear one. Then I have a kindie who I want to have the best year ever! I’m worried
enough about all the things she will be going through. Having her to have to keep a mask one
will not be a good first year for her and I can definitely tell you she’s stubborn and I would feel
terrible for her getting in trouble because she wouldn’t keep one on. I would never tell someone

8/14/2021 9:36 AM
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to not wear one if they want to. I do believe every parent and family can choose for
themselves. But my family (all ages) would be a much happier one if we could choose not to.
3367

Masks are too restrictive and interfering.

8/14/2021 9:36 AM

3368

Have you looked on the inside of a mask of a child after an 8 hour day? It is disgusting and not
healthy. Kids do not wear the mask correctly it's always falling down. Kids need to see
faces,need to see their teachers faces.

8/14/2021 9:35 AM

3369

I vote for no mask mandates and that each family should have the right to choose what is best
for their family

8/14/2021 9:34 AM

3370

Masking is unnecessary. Teacher/staff can get vaccinated if they choose. Kids at risk can
home school or do online. Families should choose to mask their kids or not.

8/14/2021 9:32 AM

3371

There is not sufficient data that cloth masks protect any better than no mask at all. As well our
students need to interact with each other without masks for their mental well being.

8/14/2021 9:31 AM

3372

Stop following junk science and forcing our kids to do things that they do not need to do, leave
things the way they are because masks are useless.

8/14/2021 9:31 AM

3373

I do not support the masking in elementary schools. These students need to be able to see
faces, expressions, and mouth formations when learning letter sounds, etc.

8/14/2021 9:30 AM

3374

Please do not mandate masks. Let the parents/kids choose whether to wear them or not
depending upon their individual situation. My daughter had 3 sinus infections last year. She
has a deviated septum and can't have surgery to fix it yet. Please don't force them again. It's
unnecessary now that teachers can get vaccinated if they choose.

8/14/2021 9:30 AM

3375

Please help keep our kids safe! Someone needs to step up and protect the children who are
ineligible for the vaccine. There are already requirements to attend public schools,
vaccinations to keep everyone safe, this requirement to wear a mask is no different, is very
reasonable and needs to happen. Everyone needs to be masked, allowing the option to
children, who just want to fit in with their peers, even if they prefer to wear a mask, may have
conflicted feelings having to be “different” “the odd man out” if they wear a mask when it’s not
required by all. I fully support masks. Just because it seems the anti mask group is the
loudest and most vocal doesn’t mean we should listen to them. There are a lot of people who
want masks in school.

8/14/2021 9:30 AM

3376

There is no valid data proving children should be masked. This outrageous and every parent
should have a choice whether to send their child with or without a mask.

8/14/2021 9:30 AM

3377

Unvaccinated children under 12 are at risk. As a teacher, my best effort’s to keep children in
this age range safe are undermined without mandates from officials due to politically driven
rhetoric. All I want is to ensure that, while in my care, children are safe.

8/14/2021 9:29 AM

3378

Please leave the choice to mask our children up the the individual families and parents. Each
child is so incredibly different and what is good for one could by catastrophic for another.
Parents know their children best and should be making these decisions for their children. For
those who want to mask their kids and believe that they make a difference let them wear it.
Then their children are “protected”. For the parents who want or need to send their children to
School unmasked (for the mental health of their kids) and believe their kids are in good health
let them. There is NO one size fits all or 1 remedy that will work for everyone. The mental
health of our children is JUST as important as the physical health. Leave this up to the people
who know their kids best....the parents!

8/14/2021 9:28 AM

3379

Kids do not need to be wearing masks!! Nor adults, we are over this..... Get with the programm
people and stop promoting communist ideologies.

8/14/2021 9:27 AM

3380

Commentary from Dr. May C. Chu on Masking in Schools May C. Chu, Ph.D., resident of
Douglas County with grandchildren in public schools chumcm@gmail.com, 770 688 5006 I am
a trained microbiologist and public health professional, 30 years of service at CDC and am a
clinical professor at the Colorado School of Public Health (Anschutz). I lead the global effort on
research of personal protective equipment (PPE, especially masks and respirators) on behalf
of the World Health Organization (Geneva, Switzerland). I have done multiple interviews and
position papers with global, national and local media regarding the safety and protection of
wearing masks. My work is about understanding the protective effects of PPE and their proper
use. Masks of all sorts, do work, scientifically we can show that whatever you exhale and
sneeze into the air can be stopped from being spread widely. This is important because we

8/14/2021 9:27 AM
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know that is how COVID-19 gets transmitted. Though my grandchildren are old enough to have
been vaccinated, I worry about their exposure and here I write as both a concerned
grandparent and as a professional in this area. I fully endorse wearing of masks to mitigate the
risk of children getting exposed to infection in the age group where they cannot be vaccinated.
It is everyone else’s civic duty to protect this vulnerable group. We (parents, teachers) can do
this by being vaccinated and masked and then also mask these less than 11 year old children
at school until such time this age group can be vaccinated and we understand how to sanitize
air flow in schools and create a safe bubble for children so that they can stay in school and
have as normal as possible social interactions and be educated. We accept, though we may
have fought loudly before, to wear seat belts, not smoke in public, and other mandates
because we know they make us safe. Mask wearing should not be seen as something so
different, we need to do our civic duty and safe perhaps our own lives and others. We are not
infringing on others’ rights by asking public and schools to mask up. Until we stop this
pandemic, and that is by using our rights to not let the virus infect us, this will not be stopped.
Viruses are parasites, they can only survive if you let them infect you. Each person has the
right to not let the virus infect them by taking measures we know that work: by vaccination, by
masking, by distancing. If you don’t let the virus enter your body and take over, the virus will
die and will not be able to continue. So if it is infringing personal rights is the argument for not
taking preventing measures, you can take a decision to not let the virus infect you.
3381

These children have suffered enough for 2 school years, let their parents decide if they have to
wear a mask.

8/14/2021 9:27 AM

3382

This has to be a PARENT CHOICE. We have been mandated too many times without choice.
If a parent is worried, then they absolutely should send their child to school WITH a mask. If
they think that is not enough or their child/someone at home is compromised, then they should
keep their child home. Please stop making children wear masks that do not want to wear
masks! I also do not like the choices below. I support masks if it is the family's CHOICE. I DO
NOT SUPPORT MANDATES!

8/14/2021 9:27 AM

3383

There is no conclusive data that suggests kids wearing masks reduces covid transmission.
Masks do more harm than good and can stunt a childs development when it comes to facial
recognition, acne, and breathing difficulties. These children are having difficulty learning with
face masks. Do the right thing and let their parents determine what is best for their child. Do
not be an authoritarian dictator and hide under the umbrella and false pretense of safety, when
you clearly do not know what is best for a child's development when compared to the
inconclusive data of child covid transmission.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

3384

Conclusive proof that masks prevent children from getting ill AND cause no harm is the only
reason to mandate masks in schools. Everything in the last year and a half has been
considered only looking through a covid lens and we have been blinded to the repercussions of
our decisions. Suicide rates and mental health concerns are at a all-time high in an area that
already struggled with these issues. As a health department, it is your role to consider all
aspects of health and to not just one virus. I challenge you to be holistic in your thought
process this year moving forward.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

3385

Dear BoH, I do no support masking of any kind. I have several reasons, but I struggle to pick
the ones that will be most impactful to you. I realize this is subjective, but I believe masking
children and adults strips them of their humanity. It steals their smiles. More objectively and
scientifically, masks don't work. I have compiled a list of 44 studies showing masking doesn't
work. Here is a link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oBI18rSNYowzInoMHpmi84UYC4aZBLXvpKEj4mnpIyM/
edit I'm asking that you reconsider masking. I personally won't comply. However, I need my
kids in school. They need in person schooling. I will be working with my school to make sure
they don't have to mask, but they will look to you for guidance. Thank you for your time. Jay

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

3386

If you use the tool provided by the CDC to see if your county is advised to wear masks indoors
due to the substantial or high spread of Covid, Douglas County, CO is at a high level of
transmission and recommended to wear masks indoors (as of the week of Aug 5-11). Not
doing so is taking on a substantial risk to our unvaccinated population, especially our children
under age 12, whom can not yet be vaccinated. Instead of being negligent and allowing
everyone to decide for themselves if they will wear masks, we, as a community, school
district, and good neighborly citizens, should take advantage of a proactive protection system
and follow the CDC’s recommendations by simply wearing masks indoors.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

3387

Enough is enough! Mask wearing should be a choice not a mandate. Maintain social distance
when possible and encourage hand washing.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM
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3388

Question #4 is worded inappropriately because it doesn't provide the option of masking being
an individual decision. Please allow parents and children the option to choose to make the
decision that they decide is best for their health and family circumstances. Want to mask mask up; don't want to wear a mask - don't. Simply respect people and their health decisions
because we all have had enough information, time, and access to healthcare to make informed
decisions.

8/14/2021 9:26 AM

3389

CDC and AAP support masking for those who have not received vaccination. Since those
under 12 are not eligible, it makes sense to use masks to protect everyone and keep schools
open. It is obvious that kids benefit from in person learning.

8/14/2021 9:25 AM

3390

I believe families should have the choice to wear masks or not. They should not be mandated.

8/14/2021 9:25 AM

3391

Mandating masks for children is not acceptable. They are children. Kids. They are already
known to not be majorly affected by this virus. They are just kids! They deserve to interact, be
around each other, see facial expressions, hug, be social. The long term damage masks will
cause on them mentally and socially will be devastating. This should be a decision of personal
accountability. If someone chooses to put a mask on their child, that’s fine, but a child should
also be allowed to choose for themselves if they themselves want to wear a mask. I don’t
judge those who CHOOSE to wear a mask, and those who don’t wear a mask should also not
be judged.

8/14/2021 9:24 AM

3392

We have to do everything we can to to protect the whole community.

8/14/2021 9:24 AM

3393

Masks don’t work. There is science behind masks. It says it on the box that masks don’t
work. It should be a choice not a mandate. It’s not constitutional. Suicide was higher for young
people than the COVID 19 virus last year.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

3394

Do not implement masks. Science does not support it. Even considering this is nothing but a
fearful reaction to delta variant and political posturing. What happens when lambda, kappa,
omega strains follow? You can make a decision appropriate to our county and people without
having to blindly follow cdc or other federal guidelines. They have consistently been anything
but correct in the past. Why would you listen now? This virus doesn't affect children like it
does adults, the statistics bear it out; fact is, adults exposed to the children have made 1 of 2
choices. They have vaccinated or they haven't. They have measured the risks they deem
appropriate for their individual situation, and moved on with life. Let people be FREE to make
those decisions. Don't let this board be a political tool for the party in power. You are creating
nothing but divisionism; it echoes in social media and everyday conversations. Even
considering these measures is a cowardly act and I am ashamed for our county.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

3395

I do not want my kids to have to wear a mask at school. This should be parents choice to
decide kids should not be forced.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

3396

I strongly support a mask mandate especially for those too young to get vaccinated. We must
do everything possible to protect our children. As a high school teacher, I would love to see
masks required for all unvaccinated teachers as well and a strong push to mandate vaccines
for children once full FDA approval is granted. We do this for all other serious illness, COVID
must join that list.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

3397

We are not proponents of universal masking at this time based on our county’s COVID
numbers. Both my husband and I are vaccinated and we feel comfortable sending our children
to school without masks. It is so much better on their mental health, their ability to learn, their
ability to make friends. And if a parent is worried about their children contracting Covid from an
unmasked individual, they have the right to keep them home with online learning. Please don’t
make them go back to masks all day - it was so hard on my boys and their friends.

8/14/2021 9:23 AM

3398

No masks! These kids need less distraction and more time to learn they need to be in school
100% they need to be with their friends and I do not need masks

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3399

I am a parent of 3 young children and a physician at Sky Ridge Medical Center. We are seeing
growing numbers of sick COVID-19 patients in our county. Most of these patients are
unvaccinated by their own choice. By contrast, our young children are unvaccinated and
vulnerable because the vaccines are still not approved for children under 12 years of age. The
only protection we can offer them at this time is masking and social distancing where possible.
Our school superintendent currently will not mandate masks because he states that TCHD is
only recommending, but not requiring masks. As you have done in the past, please continue to

8/14/2021 9:22 AM
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follow the science and outright mandate masks in our schools. It’s the only defense we can
currently offer our children.
3400

I am 100% against mandating masks in school and especially concerned for my daughter who
is an athlete and has asthma. I do not want to watch her endure playing her sport which is
basketball in a mask again this year. We do not have numbers here in Douglas County that
would warrant this type of decision in my opinion. I also find it very underhanded to allow the
kids to begin school with no masks and then within a week you decide that maybe you need to
consider this? Who do you have putting pressure on you? I feel the parents in this district will
stage a walkout if this goes through. I would estimate that 90% of parents are against and then
you have the 10% who are for it and obviously being very vocal. I will fight having my kids
(who are both vaccinated by the way) wear masks in every way possible.

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3401

TWW-Logo Toggle Navigation Search for: Masks Proven Ineffective, Present Risks in Studies
July 20th, 2021|Articles, Dr. Patrick Flynn Print At A Glance: CDC suggests all students over
the age of two years and unvaccinated should wear a mask. AAP says all students over two
years, no matter vaccination status. Studies have proven carbon dioxide levels above safety
guidelines for children wearing masks. University of Florida analyzes children’s masks; find
dangerous pathogens. Masks considered ineffective in many settings. CDC guidelines came
out last week calling for masks in schools this fall for unvaccinated students over the age of
two. How effective are masks? How safe? People have been asking these questions since the
beginning of 2020. Yet, the clear answers as to why masks are required, whom they protect,
and whether they are effective or safe takes a bit more research than reading headlines. The
Studies on Safety– Carbon Dioxide JAMA Pediatrics published a study on June 30, 2020 with
clear evidence that masks were unsafe for children. The study concluded “that children should
not be forced to wear facemasks.”¹ A previous, larger survey revealed that of 25,930 children,
68 percent had problems “when wearing nose and mouth coverings.”¹ The randomized, blind
study was done as a follow-up to assess these findings. It included school age children ages
6-17 years with 20 girls and 25 boys. Measurements were taken for the concentration of
carbon dioxide students were exposed to as compared to normal exposure to carbon dioxide,
as well as the limits set in place by the German Federal Environmental Office (2,000ppm).¹
Using two different face masks, three different measurement time frames, and the various
ages, it was determined that the type of mask didn’t propose a significant difference to the
concentration of carbon dioxide in the breathable air. After just three minutes of mask wearing,
the concentration was six times higher than the safe level set by the German Federal
Environmental Office. Children in schools in Germany wear the mask for a mean measurement
of 270 minutes per day.¹ The figures were highest in younger children. The child with the lowest
carbon dioxide level was still three times higher than the allowable, safe limit. One seven year
old had a value of 25,000 ppm, twelve-and-a-half times higher than the allowable limit.¹ Effects
of not enough oxygen coming into and not enough carbon dioxide leaving the body can range
from mild to severe. Severe effects require immediate medical attention, can have long-term
effects, and have potentially dangerous, even fatal, consequences.² Mild effects of high levels
of carbon dioxide include: dizziness drowsiness excessive fatigue headaches feeling
disoriented flushing of the skin shortness of breath More serious effects include: confusion
coma depression or paranoia hyperventilation or excessive breathing irregular heartbeat or
arrhythmia loss of consciousness muscle twitching panic attacks seizures²

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3402

Please enact a mask mandate in consistency with the recommendation of the CDC. Safety
needs to come first along with a demonstration of respect for science and expert public policy.

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3403

Mandating masks on children is a violation of personal rights and completely unacceptable.

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3404

Kids should not be forced to wear masks during school. Its not fair to them to have to learn
that way, especially when masks don’t help contain the virus as it is.

8/14/2021 9:22 AM

3405

Do not mask up our kids. The majority of DC wants to end mask mandates for our children in
classrooms. Studies are showing young children do not spread Covid easily, and masks are
more harmful to children. Have the parents make their own family decisions. As a parent of
two children in the DCSD it’s my responsibility for my families health. I keep them home if they
are sick. But the bottom line is it needs to be a choice. If you want to mask your child or if you
want remote learning than that’s your choice but don’t force masking my child up.

8/14/2021 9:20 AM

3406

My children are too young to be vaccinated. The best protection via mask-wearing is for
everyone to wear a mask. If my child wears a mask and no one else wears a mask in his
classroom, he is still at an increased risk of getting COVID if someone in his class is positive.
However, If everyone wears a mask, the risk of infection for my child is much lower if someone
in the class tests positive. A mask is a simple way to keep more people healthy. This

8/14/2021 9:19 AM
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shouldn’t be about politics. This is common sense. If the covid numbers are up in our area,
then everyone inside a school should be wearing a mask- period.
3407

The masks interrupt communication between staff/ students. They cover up facial responses
when younger kids are sounding out letters/ words. Younger kids need to see the reassuring
smiles from their peers/ teachers.

8/14/2021 9:19 AM

3408

Please help protect our youngest students who are not yet eligible to have protection from the
vaccine

8/14/2021 9:19 AM

3409

I support mask-wearing in schools since students can not keep social distancing. On top of
this, some of them have not vaccinated yet. I dont want my kids to do online learning this
year.

8/14/2021 9:19 AM

3410

Masks don’t work. They’ve been proven over and over they just don’t work. Kids and teachers
already HAVE THE OPTION to mask if they want to. Let people choose. This virus particles
are 10 times SMALLER than the holes in a mask. So they’re ineffective. Here is some data
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13z70s_-8zI9l7YCbs1ZUUtUelFs5xwNnTIn4Gv71bo/mobilebasic “There was was no evidence that masks are
effective in reducing transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza.”
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/329438/9789241516839-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33205991/ There was was no evidence that masks are
effective in reducing transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza.”
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/329438/9789241516839-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/18/8/4344?
fbclid=IwAR1nOa8ADnafvzqHseSOzWOFt4MZc5qjHRFz8HwL6BEX7PNKDQ8VsJ2zMgo
Allow individuals to make their own decisions Covid rates have decreased. BY YOUR OWN
TRICOUNTY DATA! Your own data Shows rates are low right now. Delta is turning out NOT to
be as serious as we thought.

8/14/2021 9:18 AM

3411

Enough is enough!! Leave it a choice for our kids. They’ve been through enough and masks
aren’t the answer, neither are the vaccines!! Leave our kids alone and let parents make the
decision that is best for their child or family

8/14/2021 9:18 AM

3412

Masks are proven to do damage to all, they are very unhealthy. Masks do not stop the spread
of the virus. I will withdraw my children if a mask mandate is put in place. If a person wants to
wear a mask let them. Those who don’t, won’t.

8/14/2021 9:17 AM

3413

Masking should be voluntary. You won’t eradicate the virus by masking. Masks help reduce
the spread and should be a viable option for schools, but developing immunity within the
community is the best way to beat the virus. Vaccinations, good hygiene, appropriate vitamins
and supplements are a big part of helping the kids fight the virus. There is also great potential
with air scrubbers such as U V light technologies, that can be implemented. Educate parents
about the pro’s and con’s of vaccinations for their children. Then let parents decide if their child
should attend. Private schools should always be about choice. Education should be about
teaching people to weigh their options, make a choice and pursue a course for their life.
Education is not about learning to follow mandates set by others. If a student’s private school
does not implement mask mandates, I would bet there is a public or private school that would.
Let those parents who want their children to be in a mask mandated school consider
registering their child at that school. These are the kinds of thing that schools and Tri County
should be focusing on. Thank you for your consideration. Didn’t answer question 4 because the
3rd option is not truly a representation of my opinion. I support masking for all students and
staff who freely choose do do so.

8/14/2021 9:16 AM

3414

Masks have been proven to do more harm than good for children. If you make masks
mandatory I will withdraw both of my children from the public school system immediately. I
know I am with many others who believe making masks mandatory would be a horrible
mistake. Please do not do any more unnecessary harm to our children. Thank you.

8/14/2021 9:16 AM

3415

There is no science that supports that the use of masks is beneficial, especially for children

8/14/2021 9:16 AM

3416

Do not do this for the mental, emotional and educational health of all of our children.

8/14/2021 9:15 AM

3417

Children should not be masked. Their risk is minimal and the harm being done to them with
masking cannot be undone. Stop the propaganda and follow real science.

8/14/2021 9:15 AM

3418

Considering the opportunity for vaccinations and the obvious data concerning young people
and the incredibly low risk of covid harming children, we should not mandate children wearing

8/14/2021 9:15 AM
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masks. Parents should be able to decide for their own children. Question 4 has too few
choices. Either you support universal masking or you don't support it under "any"
circumstances? Add more choices. I support the right of parents to decide if they want their
children to wear masks. I do not support government mandating it.
3419

I do NOT support masking children in schools. The science does not support that masks
protect anyone from Covid 19. As a parent, I have the RIGHT to makes those decisions for
myself and my child. NO ONE else has that right to make those decisions for me. People
need to educate themselves on the science behind masking and the Covid 19 vaccines
instead of listening to the “flip flop “ guidelines of “ the establishment” CDC. The mental health
of the child also needs to be taken into consideration. The fear mongering of the “experts” and
the media are only creating an environment of unnecessary fear for these children. I am done
submitting to this type of tyranny! If masks are going to be mandated in schools despite
common sense then I WILL be forced to pull my child out of school and home-school him. I
will leave you with this: A quote from a Hungarian Jew, from the documentary, The Last Days:
“people wonder, “How is it we didn’t do something.” We didn’t run away, we didn’t hide. Well,
things didn’t happen at once. Things happened very slowly. So each time a new law came out,
or a new restriction, we said, “ Well, just another thing. It will blow over.” When we had to wear
the yellow star to be outside we started to worry”. DO YOU SEE THE PARALLEL. Thank you
for allowing me the opportunity to comment. I hope my comments here are seriously
considered. Thank you, Ron and Sherri Kelley

8/14/2021 9:14 AM

3420

Masks breed bacteria in children and hinder their social and emotional growth. My child has
been in daycare for the last 2 years in person, no mask, and has had no problem. Teachers
were required to wear masks, which all of them has them under their nose or chin when I
entered the building. Masks are ineffective, and do more harm than good for a population that
is hardly affected by covid.

8/14/2021 9:14 AM

3421

Because we know that COVID-19 Delta variant is more virulent and highly transmissible, I feel
that it is negligent to put our kids in school without universal masking. Obviously, the number
one thing that we can do to protect our children is to vaccinate them and ourselves as their
parents. However, as you are aware, this is not yet an option for children under 12. Knowing
what we know about the Delta variant, we should be taking further, not fewer, precautions than
we did last year. I cannot understand why anyone would be willing to put our children in school
with zero protection against such dangerous virus. It isn't enough to make masks optional!! We
all know that the efficacy of masking is profoundly diminished, and almost nil unless everyone
is wearing them, especially with a more transmissible and virulent strain of COVID. I realize
what a highly politicized topic COVID-19 has become, but this comes down to basic virology.
Viruses are not respecters of persons or their political affiliation. We cannot simply vote the
virus away, or pretend that this isn't happening. We are not dealing with the same COVID we
were last year. As of the week of July 29th, nearly 20% of new COVID cases were pediatric.
Furthermore, there is a growing body of evidence that even children are suffering long term
negative health outcomes as a result of COVID-19. We need to make sound decisions about
what is in their best interest long term, not just what is in the best interest for their immediate
comforts. "I don't want to" or "it takes away my rights" are ridiculous arguments. We find
ourselves in the face of an unrelenting pandemic. Nobody has the "right" to endanger another
person's health, well-being, or life just because they find the scientific evidence to be an
inconvenience to their immediate comfort. Please, follow the science and save lives!!!

8/14/2021 9:14 AM

3422

Masking children for long hours while at school is just inhumane. They deserve to breathe
fresh air. In addition, they will not be able to build their immune systems therefore jeopardizing
their health, which is the opposite of what masks are meant to do. If families want to have their
kids wear a mask (for reasons of being unvaccinated or for further protection) that is their
choice. Teachers should talk to students about possible repercussions for "bullying" anyone
that chooses to wear a mask. I don't want my kids to be forced to mask up just to protect
situations of bullying. The school needs to act on bullying and make clear guidelines for
students about bullying!

8/14/2021 9:14 AM

3423

There is no scientific data that masks work. It is absurd to think that masking benefits anyone
especially when the virus is smaller than the woven fabric. Suicide rates are up , mental health
disorders are at all time high and kids are getting sick from the amount of bacteria on the
masks. This needs to stop. If you care about the kids over a virus that has a 99.8 % chance
of recovery then you won’t mandate these muzzles. Why weren’t we ever concerned about the
flu ? This is a virus. It will never be irradicated. Even the flu vaccine doesn’t prevent the
spread of the flu and yet we aren’t masking up for that. Stop The insanity. !!!

8/14/2021 9:14 AM
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3424

I am a teacher and do not support masks in schools. It hinders terribly a child’s ability to learn,
especially at younger ages where they are learning to read,etc. So much was lost in the
classroom last year it would be a tragedy to do this to our children again. We are setting them
up for failure. Not to mention the toll it takes on their mental health and the teachers. Please
think about the long term effects this decision would have. Thank you

8/14/2021 9:13 AM

3425

Please no masks in schools

8/14/2021 9:13 AM

3426

As a teacher that teaches all elementary grades, I've seen how optional masks last year did
not work. It's completely unrealistic to expect small children to wear masks and not treat them
as a distraction. If anything, it will be detrimental to their education because my teaching
abilities will be limited if I'm forced to consider masks all the time and change my teaching
strategies to fit. I will not be able to give my students the education they deserve. Their music
education will suffer in a time when it's arguably most important.

8/14/2021 9:13 AM

3427

I got sick with Covid at the beginning on March 2020. I thought I was going to die. I’ve never
been so ill. I ended up with long Covid. My symptoms were awful and frightening. After a year,
I turned the corner when I was vaccinated but some issue still haven’t resolved. 18 months
later, I continue to have breathing issues and take multiple heart medication. I don’t know if I
will ever fully recover. I didn’t have any warning before I became sick. No one should have to
go through what I’ve gone through. It’s unbelievable to me that people don’t believe this is real
or that it’s like the flu. I’ve had the flu before and there is no comparison. I live in constant fear
that I might be reinfected. I mostly stay home to avoid contact with others. People say wear
masks or getting vaccinated is against their rights. What about my rights? Do I have any
rights? I still have to leave my house for basic needs and medical care. I shouldn’t have to
aggressively be approach or yelled at by the non masker telling me I don’t have wear a mask
anymore. My 13yr old daughter stayed home for over a year. It’s likely she was also infected
but she recovered much quicker than me. I do believe she is the person who may have
infected me. What about her rights and her freedom? She deserves to be go to school and
learn in person. I saw on the news that the priority of the school districts is to keep kids in
school but how is this achieved when kids become ill. Are we even quarantining this year? If
kids become ill and end up in the hospital, I don’t see how the goal is met. If kids end up with
long Covid and end up on oxygen, will it be worth it? If kids die from this virus, will anyone
learn their lesson? It’s shocking to me that we are even having this discussion. If we’d all do
our part, this could be over. We have groups of people who selfishly want to argue that mask
are unhealthy and haven’t been proven to do anything. I’ve been wearing a mask to the
hospitals for the past year and a half and haven’t become ill again or ended up with any
bacterial infection. I happen to to find four N95s in the garage when this all started. They we’re
old and even dusty. They were my lifeline to the world. I wore them when my oxygen we
dropping into the low 80s. If I could wear an old dusty N95 for hours at time while my oxygen
was dropping off and not become sick, then I just don’t see how the other side can make all of
these claims. I hope someone reads this and hears me. Please, at the very least, mandate
masks not just in schools but indoors everywhere and keep the mandate in place until this is
over. We cannot trust people on the honor system because people just don’t care. We came
beat this if we work together and stop listening to conspiracies. Healthcare workers wear
masks daily, all day. If masks didn’t work, I’m sure their be the fourth to toss them. I hope
someone hears me.

8/14/2021 9:13 AM

3428

Please re-instate masks in our county for the protection of our vulnerable/unvaccinated
children. Just look at what’s going on in other states… pediatric icus are full.

8/14/2021 9:13 AM

3429

With the kids back to school, packed in the halls like sardines, and many unvaccinated, with
the delta variant running rampant, it is just a matter of time before kids and teacher are getting
sick and we can only hope it is not deadly.

8/14/2021 9:12 AM

3430

With Delta spreading like wildfire, an indoor mask mandate is in order!

8/14/2021 9:12 AM

3431

Since all high school students eligible for the vaccine, it makes no sense to require masks.
Keep it optional as it is now. Please consider the emotional consequences of mask wearing.
These kids have been thru enough, support their emotional well being.

8/14/2021 9:12 AM

3432

Please leave the choice up to parents. While we as a family don’t feel it is necessary to mask
our very young preschool and elementary kids due to the survival rate for this age group (even
with the Delta variant), and the fact that we now have a widely available vaccine, multiple
learning opportunities and freedom to mask - all available as choices for other families to
utilize and protect themselves. As a family we respect the freedom of choice and refuse to fall

8/14/2021 9:12 AM
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into a maskers vs anti-maskers mentality. Allow people the freedom to choose what is best in
conducting their own lives and health.
3433

This should be the parents choice! Parents have the option to do online school or send their
children with a mask if they want. But it should not be required if parents don’t feel it’s
necessary!

8/14/2021 9:11 AM

3434

There are greater risks to our children than what mask “protect” them from. Kids needs to see
human faces and interact in normal settings before their mental health is completely
destroyed. 99.9% survival rate is science and that should be taken into consideration.

8/14/2021 9:11 AM

3435

Please please mandate mask wearing for children who cannot be vaccinated yet.

8/14/2021 9:09 AM

3436

Our children have already lost nearly a year and a half of "normal" schooling because of this
pandemic - if we don't take precautions like masking, there is a higher risk that kids will have
to switch back and forth between virtual and in-person schooling. Kids thrive best with routine
and consistent expectations, so uncertainty over how school will look is harmful to them and
their learning progress. Wearing a mask is a minimal inconvenience, especially compared to
having kids get sick or having school disrupted repeatedly. In addition, masking helps protect
not only the kids at school, but also their younger siblings who aren't in school yet and other
family members who are immunocompromised who will be exposed to whatever germs their
family members bring home. The science-backed recommendations of the CDC recommend
universal masking. As community leaders, your job is to keep every member of our community
safe. It is not fair to our kids to refuse to implement measures that could prevent them from
getting seriously ill, especially as the Delta variant appears to infect more children than the
original strain. I'm pleading with you to help us parents to keep our kids safe.

8/14/2021 9:09 AM

3437

Douglas County has already gone a week without masks and there has been no sickness,
cases, etc. if a parent wants there kid to wear their mask then they can wear it. But why do we
all have too? If a family or child aren’t worried about wearing mask or getting sick then they
don’t have to wear one. The people who are worried can wear one. If people say they work so
well why does everyone have to and not just the families that are worried? Let the kids go to
school in a normal environment without the teachers screaming at you if your mask just drops
below your nose. Let them have a normal year! We all haven’t had a regular school year in 2
years. So why now? Especially when all summer no one wore masks either but now when
school starts up everyone needs to wear them again. Find a place in your heart and head and
try to feel what you’ve put these kids through. Maybe that will change your mind.

8/14/2021 9:09 AM

3438

Children’s cases are spiking. Until the vaccine is approved for children, this is the ONLY way
to attempt to keep these kids safe unless you put them back on DL.

8/14/2021 9:09 AM

3439

Masks should be optional. Those who want to wear them can wear them. Those who don’t
want to wear them should not have to. We are resenting being told what to do, versus advised
what to do. It feels like a police state when elected officials use their position to control
behavior rather than advise. It is creating friction and resentment between citizens and elected
officials.

8/14/2021 9:08 AM

3440

Masks have proven not to work. Free will is a must in this democracy.

8/14/2021 9:08 AM

3441

Masks should be optional. Period. Also question #4 is poorly worded. You need an answer that
says we support optional masks. The lack of that answer shows bias and your results will not
be trustworthy.

8/14/2021 9:07 AM

3442

Masks are not helpful for our children’s emotional or psychological health and they do not
protect them from viruses. Most viruses are small enough to penetrate the masks.

8/14/2021 9:07 AM

3443

Masking keeps the coughs and big particles that kids in schools spray everywhere. Wearing a
mask is no big deal if it avoids quarantine or moving back to remote learning.

8/14/2021 9:06 AM

3444

I work at Rose Medical Center. I have been caring for COVID patients for a year and a half. At
the hospital we are currently preparing for our next surge of COVID. We are considered an area
with “high community spread.” Wearing masks at school has the potential to lower the spread,
keep teachers and students safe and keep the kids in in-person learning, which we all agree is
best for them. I have never heard a valid reason to not wear a mask; inconvenience is not a
reasonable argument.

8/14/2021 9:06 AM

3445

No masks, it's pure child abuse No Critical Race Theory. it's racist child abuse

8/14/2021 9:05 AM

3446

Transmission is higher today than anytime last school year despite the availability of vaccines.

8/14/2021 9:05 AM
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Kids have no choice to protect themselves so it is all of our responsibility, including the school
board’s to help them stay safe just as we would try in any other situation like drug abuse
awareness, safe2tell, mental health support. Just as parents who weren’t comfortable sending
kids to school last year because they didn’t want their kids getting sick, it is now time for
those parents who don’t want their child “uncomfortable” due to a mask to put their child in
remote school where a mask won’t be necessary. Data has shown vaccines are helping but
masking will be needed to get the virus under control. Many businesses and surrounding
school districts are Re-enforcing mask requirements based off data showing it contains
transmission of Covid and other illnesses. Studies have shown masking does not cause
damage to children physically or mentally. Many scientific references are available on these if
needed. I urge the board to please rely on science and not Facebook groups and mobs of
organized anti-vax and anti-maskers without scientific data. The risk of damage from requiring
masks is nil. The risk in having the unprotected further unprotected could be life threatening.
3447

No masking!!!!!

8/14/2021 9:05 AM

3448

Masks and social distancing hinders our children’s development. Facial expressions, speech
formation, and peer interaction is a key component of child development. We did a year of
masks and now we are done.

8/14/2021 9:05 AM

3449

Not enough kids really get sick from COVID to warrant a mask. Detrimental to their health!!!

8/14/2021 9:04 AM

3450

I think masking should be required for indoors for all public spaces until the virus is under
control for good, which it is not at the moment

8/14/2021 9:04 AM

3451

Delta variant plus new Peruvian variant coming are very contagious and are landing kids in the
hospital. Anyone not vaccinated should have to wear a mask at any age. Those vaccinated
can still spread so they should have to mask up too. There is no social distancing/ or so called
safety measures at Redstone Elementary or Rocky Heights middle school where my children
attend. No extra precautionary measures are being put in place to keep my kids safe. Masks
should be mandatory, fir kids and especially the staff!

8/14/2021 9:04 AM

3452

Enough

8/14/2021 9:04 AM

3453

Please consider mask mandate. Children are not able to be vaccinated yet. We need to protect
them and not give in to parents that scream.

8/14/2021 9:02 AM

3454

I am a grandparent and part time resident trying to protect my high risk grandchildren.

8/14/2021 9:02 AM

3455

Only way to keep our kids safe. Need everyone in masks

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

3456

Good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to submit my opinion. Why are we still
talking about masking our children ?!? SEVEN hours forcing MY children to cover their
precious faces with a hot, disgusting, air restricting piece of cloth should be illegal much less
mandated by people I don’t even know and who obviously don’t care about them at all. There
has been ZERO proof or studies that masks in school in any way reduce the spread of covid
among kids. Encouraged or mandated hand washing and sanitizing, by all means, because
that seems like the most logical and sanitary way to keep them safe. Their masks were
sweaty and dirty from constantly touching them throughout the day to drink water, to adjust
and pull them up, to eat a snack, etc. The thought of those disgusting masks covering my
beautiful children’s faces again for seven hours everyday makes me want to cry. Logically for
children, apart from just how wrong and messed up it is, it just seems so counterproductive.
My two oldest kids said they won’t go to school if they have to wear them because it was such
a negative experience. Please please PLEASE don’t do this. Allow parents to make the choice
for their children. Once again, thank you for giving parents a voice. I pray our voices are heard.

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

3457

There are no reputable studies showing masking works to slow the spread of anything. And
with the risk of a child dying of COVID being essentially ZERO, kids mental health is more
important here. NO MORE MASKS!

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

3458

The COVID-19 virus is going up with a dangerous variant. We must to protect kids and
families.

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

3459

Forcing the children to wear masks impedes with their ability to learn in addition to being a
breeding ground for other viruses as a result of a moist mask.

8/14/2021 9:01 AM

3460

Until elementary aged children can receive vaccines, masks are their only protection.

8/14/2021 9:00 AM

3461

As a parent, teacher, and community member, I feel strongly that I want to make my own

8/14/2021 9:00 AM
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choices about masks! Please DO NOT mandate masks in school!!!
3462

Bare minimum require it at elementary. I have a high risk 11 year old who is too young to be
vaccinated. Masks harm No one. Better safe than sorry.

8/14/2021 8:59 AM

3463

Please trust the AAP, CDC, NASN. See link. I'm a healthcare provider and hospitals are
preparing for a huge surge in the next few weeks. Do what's right. This is not political. This is
public health. https://www.childrenscolorado.org/4a27e7/globalassets/parentingadvice/articles/2021-2022-masking-in-schools-literature-review.pdf

8/14/2021 8:59 AM

3464

The county needs to step up and do what the majority wants and stop this fear mongering. Be
our towns hero. Do not mask up our kids. studies are showing young children do not spread
Covid easily. Studies show masks are actually more harmful for children. Have the parents
make their own family decisions. As a parent of two children in the DCSD it’s my responsibility
for my families health. I keep them home if they are sick. But the bottom line is it needs to be
a choice. If you want to mask your child or if you want remote learning than that’s your choice
but don’t force masking my child up.

8/14/2021 8:59 AM

3465

Hell no on masks. The mask mandate messed with my kids head last year. She is doing much
better this year.

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

3466

One of my children contacted bacterial pneumonia last year from mask wearing and was
hospitalized for 5 days.

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

3467

Children’s social development and social interaction is a vital part of learning how to
communicate with others, adapt to situations, identify and have their own individual identity. 7
hours of wearing a mask is counter productive to their development. It is also not healthy to
recirculate carbon dioxide that gets trapped and breathed back in. Carbon Dioxide is a waste
product that needs to be removed. Masks don’t allow for full amounts of oxygen to be taken
into the lungs and transported to the rest of the body, including their brain.

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

3468

I do not support masks in schools under any circumstance.

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

3469

I am not for kids wearing Mask in school they need to breath fresh air and see faces. I also
think it should be a home decision and comfort!

8/14/2021 8:58 AM

3470

This should be a personal and family choice to wear masks.

8/14/2021 8:57 AM

3471

This has been going on for over a year now. The masks didn't eliminate any virus before &
there were still quarantines. Now there is an alternative.. the vaccine that some are touting so
use that & ket oxygen run through these kids bodies. It should be a choice .. a person choice
to mask or not. If the mask work why do we both need one? If the vax works why do I need a
mask? The kids need to be able to breathe in order to learn. I will not be making my 3 children!

8/14/2021 8:57 AM

3472

1. Masks are insufficient to stop the spread and are unhealthy when worn for long periods. 2.
Children are not spreaders. 3. Herd immunity is real and is the most effective way now for the
virus to be reduced.

8/14/2021 8:56 AM

3473

Absolutely no mask! Not indoor or outdoor. Let our children be children!

8/14/2021 8:56 AM

3474

I would consider to have Mask mandate with social distancing which means no social
activities for now to control the spread.

8/14/2021 8:56 AM

3475

Masks should be a choice not a rule.

8/14/2021 8:56 AM

3476

Please do NOT mandate masks! The flu is more dangerous for our children and you don’t
require masks for flu season-NEVER HAVE! I don’t understand why no one is counting natural
immunity in all this scientific discussion either-so many of our community members, including
so many children have natural immunity! The data is supporting that there is sustainable,
durable, lasting immunity for those who have contracted it. Antibodies are not the only factor in
durable immunity-why is this not being discussed?! In regards to adults-EVERYONE who
wants the vaccine has had the opportunity to receive it-so that should not be part of this
discussion. If someone is not vaccinated, that is their choice at this point. For the very few
people who cannot receive it for medicinal or other reasons-we don’t wear masks at other
times-l during the year to protect them….they are also at risk of complications and death from
influenza and all of the many various other viruses and other bacteria that are always
circulating in our communities. One viable solution-for the MINORITY who want masks
mandated (from what I have heard AND witnessed in our community) already have the option
to home school. Is there still an online option fe these families? If not-perhaps keep it in place

8/14/2021 8:56 AM
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for this year. Or perhaps the district could make ONE classroom for every grade per district
that mandates masks….sure the location maybe not be ideal for those that want masks-greatthen they can do online or homeschool. It’s far better than imposing unwanted and
unnecessary mandates on the majority!! Please do the right thing and listen to the majority
AND the actual science which should include discussion on natural immunity-not the loud
minority.
3477

I absolutely DO NOT want our children masked around school. My daughter came home
Monday snd the first thing she told me was how nice it was not having to wear a mask all day.
For those that want to wear a mask, they certainly can. The choice needs to be made by us
parents and not mandated. Kids are not getting sick and need to have the freedom to breath
properly for the 7 hours they’re at school.

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

3478

Our kids under 11 have no protection from COVID as they cannot get the vaccine yet. This
should not be a political or "freedom" based issue. It's about keeping our kids safe.

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

3479

I have two elementary school aged kids and in their first week of school only 2-3 kids in each
class a chose to wear masks. This leads me to think that the vast majority of families do not
thing that masks are necessary and those that do make that individual choice for their child.
Leave the choice with the individual families.

8/14/2021 8:55 AM

3480

Children are not risk from dying from covid 19 but they are at a significant risk for severe
emotional distress from masking them all day every day. Please give the choice to the parents
whether they want to mask or not. Let us make these decisions for our children.

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

3481

Just as a reference point: my son's class was informed yesterday that they were exposed to
COVID on Thursday. We have asked our kids to wear masks indoors, and are thankful that
they followed our request. Our kids have told us there is no mask shaming and that some kids
wear their masks, but most do not. The protocol, as I understand it, is to monitor for
symptoms and, if a child shows signs, they are supposed to isolate. During this isolation, no
remote schooling is offered, so the affected child will miss whatever learning opportunity s/he
had during isolation. It seems quite disruptive to the individual child as well as to the
classroom to have such incongruous learning opportunities. Further, I wonder if this will impact
families' decisions to send their child to school even with symptoms.

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

3482

Masks should absolutely not be allowed in schools. Our children deserve to learn in a worry
free environment! Children DESERVE to see their teachers faces!! The mental well-being of
our children is at stake. I am willing to remove my child and myself (teacher) from DCSD
immediately if masks are made mandatory.

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

3483

I am trying to protect my grandchildren who attend a Douglas county elementary school. I am
a part time resident in their home.

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

3484

Please do NOT mandate masks for any. I work in the school district and am in a position
where we have been open and caring for children IN PERSON since July 2020 (a year ago).
On a weekly basis, on average, I come into contact with approximately 30-40 different
children. I also have approximately 7 different staff members who are in contact with these
children. I can tell you that in over a year, we have only been closed once due to a presumed
positive, and even that ended up coming back negative, and this was when we had to wear
masks back in April. We have followed the mask mandates, so we have not been wearing
masks since the end of May and we have not had any negative impacts. None of our children
wear masks (their choice), the parents do not approve of the masks and make comments that
they are so happy to be dropping their children off maskless. I have noticed a difference in the
children's behaviors when masked versus unmasked. Children are far more social with other
children when they are NOT masked. Children tend to have less behavioral issues when they
are NOT masked. Children seem to feel more at ease and happier when they are NOT
masked. When playing in an active activity, children are far more active when NOT masked.
Children are FAR MORE ENGAGED when NOT MASKED (they make less eye contact when
they have a mask on.) There have been NO benefits to wearing a mask. Since having masks
off in June, July, and August I have noticed a huge positive change in the children and the
staff. Masks should NOT BE MANDATED.

8/14/2021 8:54 AM

3485

Masks in schools do not keep students safe. When they stand outside waiting to come into
school they are afoot apart without their masks. The moment they leave school they take their
masks off and talk to each other, less than six feet and for more than fifteen minutes. When
they are in the lunchroom they are yelling and screaming at each other with their masks off for
more than 20 minutes. They go to activities without their masks. They do not stay away from

8/14/2021 8:53 AM
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each other in classrooms, and for the most part, they don't keep their masks on. When you put
masks on students it is just given a false sense of security, that is really for show, not for
safety. Finally, as a teacher I want to build relationships with my students this year, it is what
makes up 50% of teaching. With a mask on, I can't do that. They can't hear what I am saying,
see when I am smiling, tell when I am joking, know when I am serious. The fact is kids don't
care to learn from me if they don't know how I feel about them. I have my vaccination, I keep
my air filter on during the day, and I keep my distance. I was in school most of last year, the
only time my students contracted COVID was when their family went on an outing with another
family. Health and safety start at home I am not sure how you mandate that. I think if students
want to wear a mask, they do (with no mask shaming). If students don't, then that is fine.
When they are sick or have any symptoms, then they stay home. Which they did this past
week. That is what really works, masks only make parents on the outside of the school feel
safe, they don't really work on the inside.
3486

I think this is outrage to force ask on students. The Tri County Health organization should not
fall into the Democratic Party BS on masking, more and more doctors will tell you it DOES
NOTHING to prevent it and KID are the least individuals to create the issue-YOU ARE. we
cannot allow illegal immigrants to infect this country while we are required to ware masks (Why
dont you do something about that...... this is not 1945 Nazi Germany. You are supposed to be
educated and at this point I think you are the stupidest group in the nation. let the kids be kids
and let the parents decide for their kids and BE FREE. this is no more then a political stunt to
control the kids and the parents. the middle east put masks on women to control them is that
what this is all about I AM AGAINST ANY REGULATIONS REGARDING MASKING. As
Doctors DO YOUR RESERCH. THIS IS AN EMBARSSMENT TO OUR SOCIETY AND TO
YOU AS A PROFESSION.

8/14/2021 8:53 AM

3487

Thank you for considering a mask mandate. To be honest, I was extremely disappointed in
DCSD for starting school without one. I am a nurse and there are many reasons I fully support
universal masking. WE ALL MUST do our part to keep our children (many of whom would
vaccinate if they could) safe! WE ALL MUST do our part to help mitigate the ferocious spread
of the Delta variant. Our healthcare workers are burned out and to start another round of
increased hospitalizations due to the spread - I'm afraid will push workers over the edge, it
taxes our already full hospitals. Follow the science, masking is an easy measure we can all
take to do our part to end this pandemic. My daughter NEVER complained about wearing a
mask last year. Too many people can shed the virus before showing any symptoms so we
must keep our kids safe. I feel that the parents opposed to masking are also the people who
were the loudest last year about our schools not staying open - if we mask and decrease the
chance of virus spread then our schools have a better chance of staying open. To me, the
DCSD and TCH dept should be making a logical and science-based, fact based decision about
important safety measures vs asking for public comment. Please do what is best for our
children, our schools, our community, our healthcare system by requiring universal masking in
all indoor settings. My daughter was in tears the night before school started due to being
worried that she'd be the only one in her class wearing a mask. From a dedicated nurse of 16
years.

8/14/2021 8:52 AM

3488

Please please keep masks optional for students and teachers. Our kids desperately need to
see faces and have human interaction.

8/14/2021 8:52 AM

3489

No mask period!!! Follow the science and stop pushing tri counties liberal policies. You didn’t
push your agenda for the flu. More by a factor of 4 children have died from the flu. Where was
the concern in 19’ 18’ 17’ etc for flu deaths? TCH is a joke. You follow fake Fauci science.

8/14/2021 8:51 AM

3490

No mask mandates for schools, business or anything life related… they don’t work!!!! And
have adversely affected everything in our lives

8/14/2021 8:50 AM

3491

Considering the number of cases across US, the severity and prevalence of delta variant, and
also that CDC recommends this in indoor settings even for vaccinated, it makes sense and is
of utmost importance to wear the masks and prevent the what could be a tragedy. Every child
is the torchbearer for a bright future to this country and planet. If all of us do the masking, right
at this juncture of the scenario, we could be back to normalcy pretty soon. Request the board
to make the right decision.

8/14/2021 8:50 AM

3492

Masks have been proven time and time again to protect against the corona virus only slightly.
And the small protection they provide does not hold up against the adverse affects of: Young
children learning to read not be able to see how the teachers mouths move when making
sounds. For children with speech impediments, they may suffer the most consequences of
this. Every teacher knows part of being an effective teacher is relating/connecting to your kids.

8/14/2021 8:49 AM
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Masks serve as a barrier for this. I even know of some kids who prefer to wear their mask
because it makes them feel more comfortable. As if it serves as a barrier for them. One can
assume it serves as a place to hide. And we don’t want our children to hide. We want them to
grow and be bold. I Especially see this problematic for middle and high schoolers who are so
insecure. Who are always looking for ways to stay in their comfort zone. To not be social to
not connect. For those who seek to hold back from being social, this allows them a certain
comfort. A hiding place. I can only imagine the adverse mental health affects this will have on
some. For those students who suffer from acne on their face or even those who are starting to
go through puberty, to be required to wear a mask, something that is going to cause their acne
to increase, to spread. It’s unfathomable that they would be required to bring something like
that on themselves. This virus looks like it’s here to stay. So what does that mean? Our
children will be masked forever? Dances, games, homecomings, graduations, all these social
events and more we are going to mask our children? For a virus that does so little harm to the
younger generation? There will always be a variant. This virus will not go away. Are we going to
let it take away our opportunity to live even when we are not sick? Are we going to let our fear
dictate our decisions? What lasting harm will this de socializing of our children have on them?
Sure we can’t measure it like deaths, and hospitalizations and covid tests. But I promise you,
allowing fear of this virus to dictate the decisions we make for ourselves and our children will
come with its own set of deaths and hospitalizations. Just because they cannot be easily
measured we must not pretend they don’t exist.
3493

Thank you for seeking public input, but the science and the experts have the answers; not
parents. I support following CDC guidelines, including wearing masks in school. I feel this
should be mandated in elementary schools, and recommended in middle and high schools. If a
vaccine becomes available for children <12, then I would move the elementary mask mandate
to recommended instead of mandatory.

8/14/2021 8:49 AM

3494

Leave it to the individual to decide about wearing a mask.

8/14/2021 8:49 AM

3495

I just want to ensure my family, friends and the overall community is safe and healthy and we
can get back to a situation where we are not masking anymore. Unfortunately, the current
situation is such that masking is not just required to keep ourselves safe but also to ensure
that we keep others safe and stop the spread. Now we know as evident by the growing Covid19 cases in US and elsewhere that, being vaccinated does not keep us from spreading it to
others. By not preventing the spread we risk prolonging the pandemic and make it worse as
the virus will continue to mutate and evolve as it spreads to more people. I see masking at
scale as the only option that can help prevent the spread and speed up the recovery to normal.
No one likes to be forced to do something they don't like and no one really likes masking but
we will do anything to keep our loved ones safe and happy. It is time to think of more than
ourselves and about the community that we belong to and the future we want for all of us.

8/14/2021 8:49 AM

3496

NO MASKS! It has brought people to have better connections without the worry of masks

8/14/2021 8:49 AM

3497

Do not implement mask mandates! Leave the parenting to the parents and let the schools
decide their policies.

8/14/2021 8:48 AM

3498

We protect children and their teachers and staff in so many ways, asking them to wear a mask
is an easy way to keep them safe.

8/14/2021 8:48 AM

3499

Please instate a school face mask mandate. Last year there was not a large amount of inschool transmission of COVID because preventive measures were in place. The Delta variant
is even more contagious. Let's keep our most vulnerable safe and keep masks on kids!

8/14/2021 8:47 AM

3500

Please keep masks optional. Those who feel safer with masks can continue to wear them.
There have been numerous studies that show how harmful masks are for children. There is a
greater risk to children’s health and wellness to wear masks than not. I cannot in good faith
send my children to school wearing masks. Is it detrimental and they do not work.

8/14/2021 8:47 AM

3501

Thank you for hosting this meeting. When the choice to do something becomes a public health
issue, it shouldn't be a choice anymore. Mask wearing was a key strategy last year to keep
people healthy, why would we consider giving it up when it's mainly our young children at risk?
We want our schools to stay open and to mitigate shut downs and learning disruption due to
quarantines or isolation. Some people will argue that the COVID particals are too small and will
just through the mask, but what if some don't or none do even just some of the time? Our
children should also be given every chance to not catch COVID and possibly suffer the long
term effects or permanent lung or heart damage that then they would suffer from the rest of
their lives. Worst case scenario a child(ren) who are high risk who do not have a choice to

8/14/2021 8:46 AM
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home school catch this virus and die. Is this something we can live with if we didn't use every
resource we had to prevent it? Sometimes as leaders the not popular or hard choice needs to
be made to benefit everyone in the long run. I know you all have incredibly difficult jobs in our
current political and polarized culture, and I appreciate the way you have handled yourselves
and the communication and efforts that have already been made to keep us healthy and safe.
3502

Masks cause no harm and can only help. I recommend universal mask mandates to help
support or community’s most vulnerable. Let’s be kind and supportive!

8/14/2021 8:46 AM

3503

Our children need normalcy! Those who want to mask can. Let those who don’t and/or are
vaccinated have a choice!!!!

8/14/2021 8:45 AM

3504

Please, for the mental health of our children do NOT require masks…their lives have WAY too
much stress in life already!! Please for the mental & emotional health of our children!!!

8/14/2021 8:44 AM

3505

I support everyone, children, teachers, and staff wearing a mask; as we are seeing what the
Delta variant can do to children now.

8/14/2021 8:44 AM

3506

Include charter schools for an all-ages mask mandate! Our school keeps finding ways to be
exempt from public health rules.

8/14/2021 8:43 AM

3507

No mask mandates please! So many parents do not under any circumstance support this!

8/14/2021 8:43 AM

3508

The decision to mask our children should be left up to the parents and adults. Mask can be
very detrimental to both the physical and mental health. Younger kids are coming home with
soaking wet masks and developed physical illnesses due to the bacteria Petri dish they have
strapped to their faces. Everyone’s emotional health is negatively impacted by masks as they
are losing connection to each other’s emotions as well as the ability to learn and experience
non-verbal communication which is so very important to all kids and especially those with any
developmental disabilities. Our teens mental health is highly impacted by masks and the
suicide rate is high as well as mental health facilities have no beds for those in crisis. The
efficacy of mask is not supported for the size of the virus and the cloth masks. If a parent
wants their child to wear a mask they can choose that and if they feel that they need anyone
else to also wear a mask they should have their child wear 2 because my child should not
have to wear the second one for them. Please continue to recommend but not require masks.
The choice to mask should be left up to the adults.

8/14/2021 8:43 AM

3509

As a grandparent of three grandchildren attending elementary school in Douglas County Public
Schools, I am strongly in favor of requiring masks for all elementary school age children.

8/14/2021 8:42 AM

3510

Wearing a mask should be a choice made by a child’s parent. If a parent wants their child to
wear a mask to school that is their right as it is mine not to mask my child. I also feel our
individual schools should have a say not the health department!

8/14/2021 8:42 AM

3511

Children are not at risk of being seriously affected by the virus. According to the CDC, less
than 600 people under the age of 21 have died from this virus, children under the age of 11
even less so. Masks in the classroom would make teaching impossible as teachers would now
have to enforce masks on top of teaching.

8/14/2021 8:42 AM

3512

While individuals have the right to exercise their “freedoms,” they don’t have the right to
endanger others. That’s why we have traffic laws, to give just one example.

8/14/2021 8:41 AM

3513

Mask make children sick, the virus is smaller than the mask holes, masks are not healthy for
healthy kids.

8/14/2021 8:40 AM

3514

What is the end game with COVID. We do not treat any other virus like this. Masks don’t work.
States with strict masks mandates have the same Covid cases as those who don’t require
masks. Yes SOME people get sick and sadly may die from Covid bur that happens with the flu
too. The majority of people do not even have major symptoms. There is a fear if you are
exposed to Covid you will get it. THIS IS NOT TRUE!!! My husband had Covid - I did not get it
nor did my daughters. My daughters got it months later. I still did not get it. This was all before
a vaccine was available. All of them had minor symptoms. We have to stop the fear. Covid is
not going away. We need to learn to live with it and understand that there are risks to many
things in life and we do not overreact to them like people are overreacting to Covid. Let people
chose! Stay home if you are worried - that’s your choice. Wear a mask if you want - that is
your choice. Let people get back to normal lives - that is our choice to make. Not one that
should be made for us. Don’t make a decision out of fear.

8/14/2021 8:40 AM

3515

Normal life needs to be resumed for our children. We will not mask our children forever, so this

8/14/2021 8:39 AM
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needs to be over.
3516

There are enough children that get Covid & are really sick to warrant masks. It is detrimental to
emotional health. They need to see each other’s faces & relate one one. It really makes it hard
to study with a mask covering your face. Very uncomfortable!

8/14/2021 8:39 AM

3517

Our school was in person last year and many infections were outside not from within the
school or from student to student contact. It should be each parent or persons choice to wear
a mask, not a mandate

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

3518

I believe it is unhealthy to wear masks, especially for kids where the transmission and serious
illnesses for children without underlying conditions is minimal.

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

3519

As a special series provider for K-6th grade, I am advocating that all children be required to
wear a mask to school. I desperately want to remain in person this school year, and I feel that
mandatory masking will make this more likely to happen. The current recommendation in my
district is that masks are recommended but there is very little masking so far this year. I also
have 2 high school daughters who are vaccinated but still wear masks, and they have been
given disapproving looks by their peers. They feel uncomfortable wearing a mask because of
this, but continue to do so because my own pre existing conditions make me vulnerable to
severe illness should I contract COVID. There have already been cases in schools and we are
only in the first week. We need to protect our young children and staff. Thank you

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

3520

Let’s be sensible and pragmatic. Don’t panic every time someone has a positive test.

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

3521

Parents should be able to choose what’s best for their kids. If you mandate a mask out kids
will not go back.

8/14/2021 8:38 AM

3522

Masking is not scientifically based. A mask does not provide protection from viruses, they are
small enough to pass through the mask...that disclaimer is written directly on the side of a
surgical mask box. Masking should be a family decision. Teachers should be able to decide
what is best for them. Masks cause oxygen to the brain to be stifled, why would we want our
kids to have oxygen depletion during their school day? Masks are wrong on so many levels!
COVID is 99% survivable, especially by younger children. NO MASKS!!!!

8/14/2021 8:37 AM

3523

School administrators seem to be operating under some illusions: 1) just because people don’t
have kids in schools anymore, like me, doesn’t mean that the health of students and teachers
doesn’t affect EVERYONE in our communities, and 2) Schools should actually be in the
business of promoting civic responsibility through actions and example…. Yes, yes, I KNOW.
I’m a socialist commie😖🙄

8/14/2021 8:37 AM

3524

I am a mom fighting cancer with a kid with Asthma, My kids were not in school last year but
begged to go back and they deserve to, I’m very sad that they won’t put mask mandates out
there for the schools to keep kids in longer, it’s ridiculous and making everybody unsafe!

8/14/2021 8:36 AM

3525

Masks are a an easy way to prevent spreading and catching disease. By not wearing a mask
you are endangering yourself and those around you.

8/14/2021 8:36 AM

3526

We believe in the right to choose what is best for our children since we are their parents. I will
pull my 4 kids from school as I did last year when you mandated masks. A large number of
families have already pulled their kids because they don’t trust that you will stick to your word
and leave masks choice up to the parents. There is a huge group of us that will pull our kids,
and the schools will lose funding. Douglass county is conservative and we believe in parental
rights.

8/14/2021 8:36 AM

3527

I respectfully ask the Tri-County Health Department to seriously consider school mask
requirement to all students and school personnel. I have 2 young kids under 12 attending
school and daycare and they are at risk to contract COVID any moment now. Please provide
mask mandate to all students and school personnel at least until all the kids are vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:35 AM

3528

I have two young children in LPS who are both unable to receive vaccinations due to their age.
I am writing to express my concern of not requiring masks for the school year. I am terrified to
send my children into a school with hundreds of unmasked, unvaccinated children with the
Delta variant numbers increasing daily and specifically known to spread easily among children.
I live in Douglas County and have moved my kids to LPS this year because of the lack of
masking in Douglas County.

8/14/2021 8:35 AM

3529

IF the COVID vaccine were required for EVERY STAFF member in EVERY SCHOOL, I would
feel far more comfortable leaving masks as ‘optional’ for our children… But since there are too

8/14/2021 8:35 AM
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many selfish, righteous, ill-informed adults out there choosing to be UNvaccinated (as the
Delta variant continues to spread and mutate) thus putting their children, and our community at
risk… Masking Up, unfortunately seems like the only prudent option to protect the young and
vulnerable who have developing immune system‘s who cannot be vaccinated!!!
3530

My daughter has horrible asthma and the masks make it very difficult for her quality of
education. She also sensory processing disorder and learning disabilities. The masks are very
uncomfortable for her. If folks want to masks, wear them. It is absolutely their right, but it is
our right to not have to force our asthmatic/disabled children to wear the masks and weaken
their immune systems for 7 hours a day at school.

8/14/2021 8:34 AM

3531

I am a parent and educator in DCSD. I saw firsthand with my own child as well as those I work
with how detrimental these masks mandates were to our children socially and emotionally. I
could provide all the 'scientific' numbers possible to show that these masks do not reduce
Covid numbers, but my main concern and interest is the social and emotional well-being of our
children. I know countless parents (us included) will start pulling our children from these
buildings if masks are required again. Please let parents and families have a CHOICE. This
has gone on too long. Please stop the mandates.

8/14/2021 8:32 AM

3532

Please let it be my family’s choice whether we want to mask or not.

8/14/2021 8:31 AM

3533

There is ZERO science based evidence to show that kids are at risk for Covid. They have a
better chance of being struck by lightening than dying of Covid. Furthermore, there has been
countless research done on how filthy & germ-filled the masks become. It is criminal &
abusive to do this to our children! I will consider removing my children from the district if a
mask mandate is implemented. Period.

8/14/2021 8:31 AM

3534

NO to masking the children in school. There are many studies now that prove that masks do
not stop the transmission of the virus. There are also studies that prove that masking children
has a detrimental effect of their mental health. Please DO NOT mask our children.

8/14/2021 8:31 AM

3535

I support parent choice on masks

8/14/2021 8:31 AM

3536

Our children can not be vaccinated, and with Delta variant being mor dangerous to younger
populations our children need to be protected. The only form of protection possible (without
keeping them at home) is a mask. It’s a small inconvenience to help keep our most precious
ones safer. As vaccinated people can pass the virus to others, there is no other option.
Ignoring the problem will not make it go away, we should do all we can to expedite the solution.
Anyone working with children who do not have the ability to choose to be vaccinated should
take the small precaution to keep them safer.

8/14/2021 8:30 AM

3537

What scientific evidence do you have to bully parents into your fear mongering mandates? I
am from former Soviet Union and I know exactly what government over reach and socialist
takeover looks like. We are the parents of our children and you are not. People who want to
mask up are free to do so. We lice in a free country, we have a choice.

8/14/2021 8:29 AM

3538

I am a RN at UCHealth and I fully support masks, especially indoors. It is our responsibility as
parents to be responsible and do everything we can to slow this variant.

8/14/2021 8:28 AM

3539

I have 3 children in the Douglas County school district. COVID poses virtually no threat for our
children. According to the statistics .008% of children die of Covid. The flu is more deadly to
children than Covid. No one has ever asked the kids to wear masks during the flu season. The
psychological damage that masks do to children is what you should be worried about.
Teaching them that the air is toxic and that everyone around them is sick. How are kids going
to learn to read without seeing the teacher enunciate the words or not being able to hear
clearly? What about the kids developing immune system? Covid is not a real threat to children,
you can see that in the data. These mandates are not to keep the children safe. They are safe.
It's not to keep the adults safe. They can get vaccinated if they want. Theses mandates are to
make youselves feel better and to protect yourselves politcally. The masks are no more then a
symbolic security blanket for you not them. If mandates of any kind, vaccination or mask
mandates are put into place at school, I will be pulling my kids out.

8/14/2021 8:28 AM

3540

There is nothing that supports continuing to abuse these children by forcing them to cover their
faces all day. This virus has not been impacting children so to mandate this is beyond absurd
and just plain cruel. If someone chooses to wear one then fine but that is the point, this is
about choice. We spent a year bowing to the fear of one side and now it’s time for people to be
free to choose. I do not co-parent with the government or school board. The psychological
impacts on these kids is devastating. Suicide rates and loss of social skills just to name a

8/14/2021 8:27 AM
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couple. I also know my child can’t concentrate as she begins to get a headache from
something behind her ears and across her face all day. This over reach must stop and quick
catering to the hysteria. Again, this should be about choice!
3541

Our universal goal is to maintain in-person learning to promote the education and well-being of
our children. Mandatory masking indoors will help us maintain that goal as Covid transmission
continues to increase in our region. Scientific studies have proven the effectiveness of masks
to decrease transmission of covid-19. Wearing a mask is a small inconvenience to prevent a
potentially devastating outcome, much like wearing a bicycle helmet or seatbelt. Our children
are more comfortable complying when all their peers are doing the same thing, such as
wearing masks. ‘Optional’ masking in this setting conveys the message that we are currently
‘safe’ and masking is not necessary; this is compounded by conflicting media accounts
resulting in confusion - especially regarding the risk to children. I am an Infectious Disease
Physician and understand that all parents do not have first hand knowledge and experience
that I have regarding the severity of illness and long-term consequences which covid can
cause. I think it is telling when the very few children masked at our Elementary school are
majority children of healthcare workers. We the experts need to help guide and educate our
neighbors on how masking will help us maintain in-person learning and a state of seminormalcy…and not let it become a political issue dictated by school board members focused
on re-election. The science does not lie, and the trend of increased cases certainly suggests
we are headed for another spike. With most school aged kids unvaccinated and not yet eligible
for vaccination, we can and should take this one simple step to protect them by requiring
masking in schools. Thank you!

8/14/2021 8:27 AM

3542

What a terrible survey. Why not more options? Like only mandatory for 10 and up who aren’t
vaccinated? What on earth could be the justification for making it mandatory for all this year
when it wasn’t last year? We will pull our kids and do private or home school if a mask
mandate is instituted.

8/14/2021 8:26 AM

3543

Masks have negative social impacts, how can we expect kids to develop social skill when
they can’t see each others faces?

8/14/2021 8:26 AM

3544

I feel like masks are not at all necessary. Everyone has had a chance to get the vaccine. It's
time to get life back to normal. Masks are doing more harm than good for our sudents.

8/14/2021 8:25 AM

3545

There is no reason to force our children, of any age, to wear masks. My son contracted Covid,
while fully masked, from another fully masked classmate. Masks don’t work. All they do is
negatively affect the mental health of our kids. Maybe you should concern yourself with the
epidemic of teen suicide instead….something that actually does impact our kids. I don’t deny
that Covid is a real thing. I had it and it was terrible. But I still don’t support mask mandates,
especially for my kids, who have strong immune systems and can fight off this virus. It’s pure
nonsense.

8/14/2021 8:25 AM

3546

The fact that the choice is being left to parents who have proven over the years that they will
send their children to school sick is irresponsible. At a minimum, in elementary school settings
where the bulk of students are ineligible for vaccines, masks should be mandated. My
asthmatic son is wearing his mask every day with no issues that the parents screaming
loudest are complaining about - breathing problems, living in fear, etc. Those same parents are
taking MY son’s right to the safest possible public education away. His mental health withered
during remote learning, so that is not an option. Masks are not 100% effective, but they have
been proven to reduce spread, and I will take whatever reduction of risk that I can get for my
child.

8/14/2021 8:25 AM

3547

I am EXTREMELY Opposed to required masking of students. I fully support any family that
chooses to have their child wear a mask but let families decide what is best for their child. I
disagree that promoting masking will improve their mental health by avoiding bullying, I believe
we are damaging our children’s mental health with constant mask wearing, it inhibits their
ability to communicate well, both in speech and facial expressions. It makes it difficult to hear
their teachers well and see their facial expressions. It prevents them from being fully present in
their world, hidden behind a mask, I don’t need a study to prove that this muted life has
negatively affected their (and my) mental health. I’ve seen it up close and personal in kids
faces. Additionally I would ask why now? why make our little kids mask up when it wasn’t
required when transmission rates were higher and there were no vaccines? This feels like a
thinly veiled way to manipulate approval for a vaccine in kids under 12 by backing parents into
a corner, where they have to choose between a shot with real risks for a disease that presents
VERY little threat to young children, or a watered down, muzzled life that IS, not might, but IS
PRESENTLY causing higher anxiety, depression, suicide rates, eating disorders and the list

8/14/2021 8:24 AM
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goes on. Please, hear me that I would defend anyone who wants to wear a mask, but for me
and my family it is not the way to move forward.
3548

Masking should be a personal choice. There are many reasons why some people cannot wear
a mask, therefore, it should be a choice as to whether someone wears one or not. Even if
some people out there do wear masks because they choose to do so, it will still decrease the
amount of cold and flu cases, so Tri County should be content with the lower case count due
to some people choosing to wear masks, but it should not be mandatory. If you make it
mandatory, there will still be people who can't wear a mask. Just publish guidelines/posting
signs on when to wear a mask (displaying illness symptoms, new cough, etc) and leave it up
to personal choice. My answer to question number 4: Leave it up to personal choice.

8/14/2021 8:24 AM

3549

Please implement a mask mandate for the entire school district at the least. Requiring
vaccinations of all school staff and children who are eligible would be even better. However, if
teachers and all school staff are not required to be vaccinated, the least we can do to protect
our precious children who CANNOT get vaccinated is to require everyone to wear a mask. It’s
sad that we’re back at this talking point again because of the selfish choices of those who
don’t take the virus seriously, but the Delta variant is more transmissible than the first strain of
Covid so why would we be lessening the rules and our protection now? These children are our
future and we should do everything to protect them. Requiring masks of all school staff and
students is a simple answer. Please listen to common sense and the science! These are
literally life and death decisions you are making. We’re all in this together.

8/14/2021 8:24 AM

3550

No masks for kids in school.

8/14/2021 8:24 AM

3551

Please. Please implement a mask mandate for the children who are too young to be vaxxed.
It's a simple request that can have significant impact. It's a small ask for a piece of fabric that
is one of the only lines of defense in protecting our kids!

8/14/2021 8:23 AM

3552

Do not mandate masks.

8/14/2021 8:22 AM

3553

With the Delta variant ability to spread so fast and easily, I feel like all people should wear
masks indoors until all students can be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:22 AM

3554

I am a nurse in Children Hospital Colorado. Children are NOT struggling with Covid, there is no
data to back any of this up. They are struggling from other respiratory illnesses that we have
kept them from for over 18 months. Do NOT damage our children any more by making them
wear masks. We have done enough mental and emotional damage to them. Science does
NOT warrant kids being masked for Covid.

8/14/2021 8:22 AM

3555

With the rise of the delta variant, I believe the mandatory mask mandate is a smart
preventative measure until children can be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 8:22 AM

3556

I am in agreement for a mask mandate. Many proven and vetted medical groups have come in
agreement that masks should be worn in school, especially for those too young to get a
vaccine. Many surrounding School districts are following the science and medical
recommendations and have already implemented mask mandates. There is far too much
pseudoscience and false information circulating regarding masks (they don’t work, they cause
other illnesses, kids don’t get COVID, it’s infringing on my constitutional freedoms, etc.), and it
seems that misinformation is getting louder and louder. We must listen to the science,
research, and facts from medical professionals, and they are all saying that masks should be
worn to help reduce the spread of the delta variant.

8/14/2021 8:21 AM

3557

I believe the parents have the right to decide for themselves and their children if masks should
be worn and it's nobody else's business.

8/14/2021 8:21 AM

3558

Please do not make our kids wear masks. They need to be able to live and see each other
faces for their mental health!

8/14/2021 8:21 AM

3559

I have pulled my 3 girls out of public school due to last years mask mandate. This year I have
them at an enrichment program through Douglas county. My son has special needs and will
attend a public pre-K program. I will pull them all if you mandate masks. There are many
scientific studies that prove masks do not protect from viruses and actually cause harm to our
children. Douglass county is a conservative county and the majority believe in the right to
choose for ourselves and our children.

8/14/2021 8:21 AM

3560

I support mask wearing for kids 11 and under and also for unvaccinated staff. I do not support
mask wearing for vaccinated students and staff. Question #4 doesn’t give enough options - I

8/14/2021 8:21 AM
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support masking in schools with kids 11 and under but not for vaccinated individuals
3561

Why are we leaving out the most important layer of a layered mitigation approach? Experts
have said that this virus is rarely passed through contact and is spread through particles in the
air. While washing hands is important for general health and safety, we have taken out the two
main mitigation factors: social distancing and masks. Please follow cdc and aap guidelines to
keep our children safe!

8/14/2021 8:20 AM

3562

We need to protect our children! Please require masks for all unvaccinated kids.

8/14/2021 8:20 AM

3563

I teach at Chaparral and have a student at Sierra and Pine Grove. I disagree with your question
options. I support staff and students making a personal choice. I do NOT support universal
masking and disappointed with your options. By selecting the third option which would be the
only to allow choice of not wearing a mask, it assumes that I do not support masks at all. I
love that my students have a CHOICE. And so far in my school, students are very respectful
for the choice on either side. I have students with and without masks. Please honor BOTH.
This survey is leading and unprofessional.

8/14/2021 8:20 AM

3564

We were in person all last year during covid. There was no mask mandate for kids k-5. We
were able to stay in school with minimal disruption and no one getting covid in our family
before vaccines were even available. The masks have proven to not work or stop the spread
and covid in kids have been Low. Kids won’t wear makes properly, always touch there face
which causes more germs to spread. It should be parents choice. If the masks work then why
do parents who have their kids in masks care about those that aren’t? Aren’t there kids
protected? Give me true real data that that shows they work not lies but real data. If you can
prove beyond a reasonable doubt they work then maybe I will change my mind but so far no
real data has been proven they work.

8/14/2021 8:20 AM

3565

My first question is, in an effort to help gain support for masking, would you please share with
the community the peered reviewed studies, evidence and CDC research that masking works?
I’d also like to know if you’ve considered the whole child when looking at masking. Masks can
induce so much anxiety, and what happens when a child grows up in an environment where
they can’t see smiles or emotion from those around them. What about the children with special
needs, or even just our youngest cohort? Are you expecting them to learn to speak/work on
vocabulary without being able to see their teacher’s mouth? I think masking of children is child
abuse, pure and simple, and think it’s disgusting that you’re even considering this. We are the
adults in the room and should shield our children from all of this, and instead you’re wanting to
put the responsibility on the babies in our schools to keep the adults safe. You should all be
ashamed of yourselves. Give the parents who are concerned an N95 to protect their children
(and actually protect them rather than encouraging cloth masks that we all know do absolutely
nothing) and leave my kids alone.

8/14/2021 8:20 AM

3566

Our children do not have the luxury of getting vaccinated right now. And with COVID cases
rising, they are the HIGHEST risk currently and we need to protect our children by wearing
masks!

8/14/2021 8:19 AM

3567

I think this needs to be a preference. It should not be mandatory.

8/14/2021 8:19 AM

3568

I approve of mask mandates in schools especially for elementary schools where students do
not have access to covid vaccines

8/14/2021 8:19 AM

3569

Those who feel the need to wear a mask should be able to. But, if there are families who don’t
need to they should be able to have their kids go without.

8/14/2021 8:18 AM

3570

Both my children struggled last year with mask wearing. They often complained about
headaches from the mask and string discomfort. They also had trouble understanding their
teachers. Children need to interpret cues from people’s (teachers and peers) from facial
expressions as part of their psychological and social development. We are harming our
children’s learning and development all around with mask wearing policies.

8/14/2021 8:18 AM

3571

I strongly believe that universal masking is the wrong way to go. I do not want my child
wearing a mask all day long or at all!

8/14/2021 8:16 AM

3572

Oppose masking kids. Believe families should make that choice for themselves and their
children based on individual risk assessment.

8/14/2021 8:16 AM

3573

FORCING children to wear masks is should be considered child abuse...especially if we are
talking about all of this over a virus that has a survival rate of OVER 99.9%. You already have

8/14/2021 8:14 AM
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numerous data stating that children and younger individuals do NOT suffer from severe effects
from this virus, and in fact the traditional influenza virus is more deadly to younger children
than Covid-19. Did we ever require masks for the flu (any variations of that in fact over the
past 15 years), pneumonia, the common cold, RSV...the answer is NO. The human body
naturally adapts to virus to strengthen its own immune system. Choose strength not
weakness, As a parent my children are my responsibility and in this country have the freedom
to make a decision to force my child to wear a mask or not, not the government or any
associated entity. What is the problem with letting parents make that decision for their own
children? SERIOUSLY. If people fear their child getting sick, 1) they should probably
homeschool them, 2) they can have their own child wear a mask or device for their protection,
3) They need to understand natural immunities, and additional MORE SEVERE health risks
can arise both physically and emotionally from wearing a mask for young children. Do NOT
force children to go through this BS. If you want to mandate something for adults then that is
one thing, but young children is another. In 15 minutes you can find numerous studies showing
masks are NOT an effective tool in stopping a virus with particles so small, that younger
individuals and children especially are NOT at a severe risk from this virus, AND added
government (and associated programs such as TCHD) overreach will only lead to more
animosity.
3574

These are our children. We must do the bare minimum to protect them. The cost of a Covid
outbreak within the school is far too great. Disruption for all and possibly the ultimate price for
some. Wearing a mask is the least invasive manner to assist in protecting our unvaccinated
children. Please make mask wearing a requirement. Do the right thing for our kids. Thank you.

8/14/2021 8:14 AM

3575

As a Board oh Health, I implore you to follow science and the ever-growing body of quality
research that show that masks deter the spread of Covid-19.

8/14/2021 8:13 AM

3576

I am strongly opposed to required masking and/or vaccinations. My special needs son cannot
wear a mask and my other son has a condition where he can’t as well. Without masks they are
exempt within state and federal orders but not a single place actually respects the
orders/exemption. On the very box that contains the masks it says explicitly they do not
protect you from Covid and they are considered medical devices. You cannot force people into
medical procedures, to use medical devices or to comply with any medical expectation that
they do not want to do or simply cannot do. Masks are unsafe, unhelpful and if they are
mandated I worry what it will do for my children’s mental and physical health. I will pull them
from school then face the repercussions and risk of not being able to provide them the
educational support they need. You’re putting families in financial, educational and other health
related complicated and risky situations over a virus and illness that is inevitable and naturally
occurring. When have we ever mandated or forced people into doing things to falsely protect
others over something we simply cannot control? It is no ones job but my own to make sure
my children stay safe before or during an illness. If I seek help, that is up to me. It goes
against our basic human and constitutional rights for others to mandate us on how we survive.
It is not our job to protect others. If people were faithful in their vaccines, they should
confidently go without a mask and not require others to wear one. The government has no right
to tell the people how to live their lives. If people choose to wear masks and get vaccinated,
that is their right, but so is refusing.

8/14/2021 8:13 AM

3577

I am fully supportive of any and all measures that are based on scientific evidence, including
masking in schools. The priority should be to stop/slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect
those who cannot yet be vaccinated. My children do not mind wearing masks and just want to
stay in person for learning.

8/14/2021 8:13 AM

3578

Why would we make our kids wear masks when it’s about the science? The masks do nothing
but muzzle our children. It’s critical they see expression and have freedom to breathe. I will be
pulling my sons out of school if you force them to wear the mask.

8/14/2021 8:12 AM

3579

For the physical and mental health of our children, PLEASE to not mandate covering their
faces any longer! Our children need to see their friends and teachers faces. It’s a critical time
for developing social skills and learning to speak and read and understand what people are
saying. They need to breathe freely and learn to express with their face. They need to be kids
and forcing them to cover their faces will do more harm than good to our children when science
shows that children with covid have very minor symptoms. So many in our community have
already had covid or are vaccinated. The risk of mental and physical side affects on our
children from masks far out way the risk of covid.

8/14/2021 8:12 AM

3580

Please leave it up to parents to make choices about their children wearing masks. I would
considering taking my children out of school if masks are required.

8/14/2021 8:12 AM
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3581

School has always been a place where viruses spread. I feel safer if the school has a record of
how many kids 12 and over are vaccinated and based on that percentage a mask mandate
maybe required. If there’s a bigger chance for my middle school child to get sick even though
she’s vaccinated then she will definitely infect her younger sibling who’s not. Children under 12
should be required to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 8:11 AM

3582

Please I implore you to not mask our children. Be brave and don’t just listen to the CDC. I beg
you to consider all of testimonies from practicing physicians from across the nation and world.
🙏🙏🙏

8/14/2021 8:11 AM

3583

Thank you for your consideration and reaching out to community members! Masks should
remain a parental choice and not be mandated.

8/14/2021 8:11 AM

3584

I humbly ask you to please NOT mask our children. I am asking you as a parent. I am asking
you as somebody who works in the classrooms. My children need to see their teacher's face.
The students need to see my face. The children should see their friends' faces. These kids
can't see their teacher smile at them and offer encouragement. Science has shown that the
children are not at serious risk from COVID. The yearly flu is more deadly to them and we
don’t have this discussion each year when it hits.

8/14/2021 8:10 AM

3585

I believe masks for children (children are not in the high-risk category for Covid) should be left
up to the individual parents/families choice. They are aware of the children’s health and the
health of their family. They should be given the freedom of choice. As a former teacher, the
nightmare of trying to keep masks on children is time consuming for the teacher, time
consuming for the child, not to mention the germs that will be on the mask when it is not on
the child’s face. As a teacher part of my teaching was the visual of a smile of encouragement
or quiet mouthing of assurance to the student. A teacher is unable to do this with a mask over
their mouth. Also, as a former teacher, I could read a child’s face and what their needs might
be by their facial features. With a mask on, that is not possible. Thus, this interferes with the
teachers and the students Communication, education, not to mention their social interaction
with the teacher and with their own classmates. It is against the law to mandate a persons
personal choice for the health and well-being of their child and themselves according to OSHA
and the Nuremberg legalities, not to mention the constitution of the United States of America.
Thank you for allowing me to write my comments to the board of health for their consideration.
I am extremely concerned about the mental, social, and educational health of our children and
their future. Masks will only undermine and cause these difficulties. I pray each day for the
strength, the knowledge, the wisdom, and the power to overcome these abnormal mandates in
our children’s and everyone’s lives. Again thank you.

8/14/2021 8:10 AM

3586

Children under 11 are the only group who cannot get vaccinated. A mask requirement in
schools is THE ONLY WAY TO PROTECT THEM. Please require masks in schools! Our
hospitals will be over run again and Children will die of you don’t.

8/14/2021 8:09 AM

3587

Let families choose if their kids will wear masks

8/14/2021 8:08 AM

3588

There are no studies that prove wearing masks reduces the spread of COVID. Not to mention
children are the least affected group by symptoms of COVID. A one size fits all policy does
not work in any health policy application most notably universal masks. It is a personal choice
that should be left to the parents and their children. Tri-county health has not improved
anyone’s well being by mandates. If they could mandate successfully then start mandating
unhealthy foods are not allowed for consumption and mandate every one needs to exercise 2
hours a day. These ridiculous examples are similar to mask mandates. Leave our children
alone and stop mandating.

8/14/2021 8:08 AM

3589

Scientific studies have proven that masking mitigates the spread of COVID-19. Children under
12 should wear masks while in school. Why not require all school age children K-12 wear
masks? We need to do all we can to reduce the spread of this dangerous virus.

8/14/2021 8:07 AM

3590

Mask wearing should be voluntary. Mandating to ease in discipline of bullying is unacceptable.
Masks are dirty and bacteria ridden. They interfere with respiration for all individuals. Cloth
masks do not contain or block any virus.

8/14/2021 8:07 AM

3591

We will NO longer stand by and watch while people over step their authority and tell us that our
kids have to wear masks. These kids have been through ENOUGH. LISTEN to what parents
REALLY want and stop the NON SENSE. NO MASKS- NO ISOLATION- NO MORE
SUICIDES. WE ARE DONE. WE WILL NOT COMPLY

8/14/2021 8:07 AM
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3592

I am fully supportive of a mask mandate in schools.

8/14/2021 8:06 AM

3593

I ask that mask wearing be left up to the parents and/or students. I support individuals who
feel their children should wear a mask. I just don't feel it should be mandatory.

8/14/2021 8:06 AM

3594

Please do not force masks on our kids again this year. There have been many studies how
unsafe and unnecessary it is to wear a mask. Masking does not work. In fact it is actually
causing social issues along with bacterial infection that could lead to phenomena. It should be
up to the individual if they would like to wear a mask or not wear a mask. Please protect every
Americans rights to freedom and do not make our children or our citizens wear a mask. Having
a mask mandate has proven to do nothing except continue to divide our country, city’s, and
states. Please think of America while making this decision, and the decision to Americans
freedom! Thank you.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

3595

No mask. The kids need to breathe. Mask cause headaches and don’t prevent covid.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

3596

By mandating indoor mask use, we decrease the risk of covid-19 and other illnesses spreading
in schools. It’s a small ask that could prevent so much.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

3597

An email from a local hospital to employees: "At the CMO meeting this week, regarding the
Delta variant: It causes more severe disease than the alpha strain The viral load is higher It is
more contagious There is no definitive information yet about the contagiousness of a fully
vaccinated individual vs an unvaccinated individual. By far, most COVID admissions at [local
hospital] are in the unvaccinated. We have had some breakthrough COVID admissions,
however. In all of [national hospital system], the peak of COVID admissions was about 7800
patients (January 2021). It is predicted that we will hit 10,000 by August 26th. [Local Hospital
system] is predicted to peak at 217 in mid September.

8/14/2021 8:05 AM

3598

Leave it up to the schools.

8/14/2021 8:04 AM

3599

Thank you for taking out comments. I am strongly in favor of in-person school and therefore
support masking to keep our kids and teachers there. I believe those under the age of 12
should be masked for the time being, as the Delta variant is on the rise, as should those who
are unvaccinated 12 and older. This will give us the best shot at having an in-person semester.
Let’s also keep getting everyone vaccinated so we can ditch the masks!

8/14/2021 8:04 AM

3600

Please DO NOT inflict anymore abuse on our precious children! You are being pressured by
some that are fearful due to constant propaganda and not facts! The danger to our children is
far greater because of wearing dirty masks and hidden faces than the danger of the virus!
PLEASE do not succumb to this fear mongering!

8/14/2021 8:03 AM

3601

Our children do not deserve to be out through any more unnecessary “protections”. They are
not at risk and their mental health is much more important than some fake assumption that
masks with help stop the spread. Also there is no evidence to support the effectiveness of a
vaccine Absolutely no vaccine mandates

8/14/2021 8:02 AM

3602

Please no mask mandate. We should have a choice.

8/14/2021 8:02 AM

3603

My wife and I are vaccinated, however our kids are under 12 and are immunocompromised due
to type-1 diabetes. We need to protect our kids with masks!!

8/14/2021 8:01 AM

3604

Masking children is shown to do more harm than good. Children are unlikely to get seriously ill
from COVID-19. Science does not support universal masking.

8/14/2021 8:00 AM

3605

I do not support masks during school hours for any age. I believe it is a severe detriment to
my child's health and her ability to learn.

8/14/2021 8:00 AM

3606

Do not force my child to wear a a mask. This decision should remain a choice of the parent.

8/14/2021 8:00 AM

3607

Under no circumstance do we feel that our six and eight year old children should be mandated
to wear a mask in school, nor should they be taught by adults wearing masks. This will be
detrimental to both their physical and mental health. Please do not continue the insanity! No
mask mandate in Douglas county!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

8/14/2021 7:59 AM

3608

With the new Variant and so many still unvaccinated I feel masks will be essential in a school
setting to keep our kids in school.

8/14/2021 7:59 AM

3609

Please please please follow the CDC recommendations and follow fact based science. Our
children are too young for the vaccine. Protect our kids! BRING THE MASK MANDATE BACK!

8/14/2021 7:58 AM
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3610

It is not constitutional for my children to be forced to wear a mask. I believe that mask wearing
can compromise my children's immune system. I will keep my children home when they are
sick but it is my choice whether they wear a mask or not.

8/14/2021 7:57 AM

3611

If there is no mandate many charter schools will not require masks. That doesn't make
teachers feel safe.

8/14/2021 7:57 AM

3612

Whether an individual wears a mask or not should be up to them and their parent(s) to decide.
Same goes for vaccines. If others want to wear masks or want their kids to wear masks, then
they have the liberty to make those decisions for themselves and their families.

8/14/2021 7:57 AM

3613

Please don’t force our kids to wear masks.

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

3614

Please consider making masks optional allowing parents to make the decision that works best
for their family.

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

3615

This should be a personal choice. For those that are scared and feel it protects them, they can
choose to wear them. Kids should not be forced to spend their days in masks when the data
doesn’t support it. At what point will the fear mongering stop. It looks like Covid is here to
stay…just like the flu. We need to learn to live with it and have it not control our lives. There is
a lot to be said for our immune systems and natural immunity.

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

3616

I support a mask mandate for K through 12 in schools. I'm embarrassed by my fellow DSCD
parents that have made a ruckus supporting no masks. We need to care for our entire
community. Wearing masks is how we do that ....

8/14/2021 7:56 AM

3617

I am against masking requirements for our kids at school. I homeschooled my children last
year BECAUSE of the masks! Neither of my children are capable of wearing them for more
than 10 minutes. My son starts to hyperventilate and my daughter ends up in tears. I have
given THEM the choice as to what people can tell them to do to their own bodies and THEY
chose to be pulled from school last year at the detriment of losing school and friends. They are
both enrolled at Northridge this year and I talked to them yesterday about what they would like
to do if there are masks again and they said, homeschool. I WILL be pulling both of my
children from Northridge if masks are required this year. I know Northridge’s attendance is still
down from the pandemic, and this will cause us to contribute to the schools decreasing
attendance numbers. Thank you.

8/14/2021 7:55 AM

3618

We feel it is safer for our 7 year old daughter to wear a mask given younger children are not
vaccinated and can easily spread COVID. She does not want to be singled out or be one of a
few wearing a mask, so the only way we can get her to wear it is if there is a mask
requirement

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3619

Vaccination will slow the virus from making variants. The virus will spread regardless of
masks. The more unvaccinated people the more variants there will be. A mask will not stop it,
a vaccine can slow the virus from creating more variants.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3620

Mask wearing is the safest way to keep schools open, and that should be everybody's priority.
Nobody wants to go remote again.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3621

I believe we should follow CDC guidelines when it comes to our young children's health and
safety. Until greater than 70% of the general population is fully vaccinated, it means our under
12 kids are much more likely to be exposed to the virus outside of school and could then
spread it inside of school.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3622

Masks are a personal decision and should not be mandated

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3623

I cannot understand how this is even still a question. SCIENCE has proven masks do not work
and most importantly SCIENCE has proven children do not transmit the virus and the ones
that get it are not harmed. If someone has an issue that children or staff are not wearing
masks then they should stay home. That simple. We are almost two years into this and the
data tells a pretty simple story. Do not mask our kids. Give them their childhoods back.

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3624

Please do not require masks. This has become a religion for some. Science shows that kids
are at a very low risk of getting sick from this and that the flu is more deadly for kids under 18.
Masks cause anxiety and stunt developmental growth. How about you use common sense and
mandate that if you ate sick stay home?

8/14/2021 7:54 AM

3625

I have kids in both elementary and high school and support the wearing of masks in both
circumstances.

8/14/2021 7:53 AM
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3626

Please consider allowing our kids to stay unmasked! My kids went to a charter school last
year with over 900 people on campus (including students and staff). They were in school all
year last year and did not have any major outbreaks. Kids (particularly at the elementary level)
are not rapidly spreading this illness. There were not any major outbreaks amongst teachers
either and this was before a vaccine was made widely available! The numbers of infections
and death do not support this masking mandate. This is turning into a political issue and is not
in the best interest of our kids. If you must mask please consider setting up classrooms that
are mask free vs. mask mandatory. There are many of us that would like to no longer live in
fear and would like to move on and learn to live with Covid as a part of life. Covid restrictions
are interfering with our kids education! We need to allow our kids to live a normal life where
mask wearing is not an everyday occurrence. Kids don’t know how to wear masks properly and
studies are now coming out that the cloth masks are highly ineffective. Please consider giving
parents and kids a choice as to whether they would like to wear a mask or not!

8/14/2021 7:53 AM

3627

Since so many parents pay no regard to keeping their children safe and healthy, (no vaccines,
no masks) Please keep our community safe from those parents. 100% vaccination rates mean
no masks needed.

8/14/2021 7:53 AM

3628

No masks!!!!! Masks on children is CHILD ABUSE. Especially when children have literally no
risk to the virus.

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

3629

Studies have shown that masks have little impact on aerosol transmission for the virus. The
negative social/emotional impact on masks on children far outweighs the impact of the virus.
Children have been and will be left behind in their education and socialization if forced to wear
masks. This should be the choice of the parents and families. Not the government.

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

3630

The current medical and scientific advise is all those who are unvaccinated should wear
masks

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

3631

Masking children is unhealthy and breeds bactiera. Show me where the science is that it does
not have adverse effects of bacteria.

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

3632

I am a fully vaxxed middle school teacher and a parent to 2 fully vaxxed high school students.
My husband is fully vaxxed as well. I still feel like we have a civic duty to protect those too
young or medically vulnerable to this virus by masking at the lower grade levels.

8/14/2021 7:52 AM

3633

The hospitalization and death rates in our county do not support a mask mandate. The kids
hate wearing masks and most of them even older ones do not wear them properly. The
majority of these kids will go to activities and social events on their own time anyway without
masks. Families at higher risk have an online option. Don’t make our kids hate school when
there is little evidence to show these masks will save lives. Lets look at mental health and
suicide rates. Please do not mask our children! They need to interact and smile and enjoy
school.

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

3634

This is not good for our kids social and emotional health. Kids do not get very sick and other
schools around the country were able to be in school without masks all last year and were fine.

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

3635

Parents should have choice if they want to mask their children. My son in 2nd grade has
migraines and the masks made them very severe last year. Children have enough on their
plate that they don’t need to be reminded everyday by having to wear their masks that we are
living in a pandemic. If parents are concerned, they should choose to put their own child in a
mask or remote learn. Last year the kids were in masks and covid was spreading. It seems
unnecessary to stop the spread.

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

3636

More people die from the flu than COVID. 4.2 million children tested positive for COVID and
only .008% died. Look at the science, do not force children to wear masks!!! Let people make
their own decisions. The people that want to wear them can wear them but DO NOT FORCE
the children to do this

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

3637

Flimsy cloth masks are no better than none at all Let’s consider ensuring appropriate masking
for student who can’t afford higher filtration masks

8/14/2021 7:51 AM

3638

I’m not old enough to get vaccinated and am vulnerable due to my Type 1 diabetes. I would
feel much safer if everyone would wear masks.

8/14/2021 7:50 AM

3639

I think it is necessary to protect our kids. My son is in 3rd grade and on the first day of school
he got exposed to a kid that has Covid. The class continue to go to school and no with masks!
I think this is outrages. I pulled him out of school for the last2 days since we got the email. He

8/14/2021 7:49 AM
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is considered unsent since there is no remote program and quarantine. It is NOT right. Why
should he be the only one that misses school because there is no quarantine in place and
consider yo be absent. The only thing I want is to protect him!!! I believe that if masks will not
be required thee will be many kids that will get Covid and school will not be possible this year.
3640

I would like to continue freedom in this country. My body, my choice. If someone would like to
wear one or not should be the choice of that individual. Let’s come together and respect one
another like our parents taught us.

8/14/2021 7:48 AM

3641

As a student this is damaging to my mental health. You can not interact with people, you
cannot see their faces or their smiles. It is hard to understand and learn at school. More people
die from the flu than Covid! Look at the science. Do NOT make us wear a mask all day!!

8/14/2021 7:48 AM

3642

We are without masks everyday in everything we do including playing with the children of
redstone in our home. If you mandate masks we will unenroll our children. If you follow the
science you have to admit mask are unhealthy for children.

8/14/2021 7:47 AM

3643

Don’t listen to those who have politicized a virus. Their opinions don’t matter. Stick to the
science.

8/14/2021 7:47 AM

3644

Mask mandate at school is highly important to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and Delta
variant. Kids under 12 years old doesn’t have vaccines available and the only way to prevent
kids from COVID-19 and Delta variant is wearing mask.

8/14/2021 7:47 AM

3645

Please do not force our children to mask again. Please give us the choice to decide what is
best for each of our children. One of our kids had a horrible year with the masks, cohorts, and
overall tension from teachers caused by all the restrictions. He is only 9 and now has a
prescription for an anxiety med, therapy, and is feeling horrible worry about the coming school
year. We promised him it would be different this year because that is what Douglas county
initially said. Please please let our families have the choice. Our county has a high vaccination
rate, and we know what is best for our children.

8/14/2021 7:47 AM

3646

It is time for these kids, the ones who are at least risk, to get back to their normal lives.
Mental health is the most important consideration at this point and wearing masks to school
has a direct impact on poor mental health. Look at the science of masks. They don’t do
anything. The CDC cant even figure it out. And lastly, why isn’t ANYONE talking about those
who have Natural immunity from Covid? Why is that entire population being ignored and frankly
discriminated against. The main point is that kids won’t spread it to people who are vaccinated
or have Natural Immunity and if that is your concern, those people have a choice if they want
to get vaccinated or not. We have a vaccine available, so stop with all of the PLEASE!

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

3647

Please no! Microscopic germs can easily pass through majority of masks. Also kids touch
their faces a lot more with them spreading germs more than without. Always moving them up
and down and adjusting

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

3648

I will happily dress my kids in haz mat suits every day as long as you keep the schools open

8/14/2021 7:46 AM

3649

Mask for children cause more germs and are harder to keep clean discipline. I know my
daughter forgot a mask and wore the same one two days in a row. I know students switch and
traded mask at school. I think if it is the school, parent and teacher duty to continue to keep
sanitizer and the importance of washing hands mask should be eliminated.

8/14/2021 7:45 AM

3650

Sometimes we have to do things that are bigger than ourselves and this is one of those times
where we have to step up and do what protects our families. This isn’t for forever, but will help
combat the virus.

8/14/2021 7:45 AM

3651

Masks are a first line of protection for children. Even hs kids often have Young siblings.
Further, parties, sporting events, plays, dances could all be high spread situations.

8/14/2021 7:45 AM

3652

The delta variant is here & Flu season is coming I think masks will be important to keep our
kids in school !!

8/14/2021 7:44 AM

3653

I feel based on the science of children’s minimal response to Covid, high vaccination rates
masks are. It needed. Masks have a very low effectiveness, hinder speech and learning.

8/14/2021 7:44 AM

3654

The "CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors
to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status." Today I ask that you consider that
message to be directed to you as policy makers, as a directive to implement their
recommendation as policy. Thank you.

8/14/2021 7:44 AM
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3655

Let the kids be kids. The hospital numbers are not rising, the kids don’t contract this as easily
or dramatically, don’t put them through more. I’ve watched my sister and her friends struggle
through online school and masking last year and they did not do well.

8/14/2021 7:43 AM

3656

Everyone should where a mask as a mitigation strategy for the current delta variant surge.
With the delta variant being so easily transmissible for those that have the vaccine we need to
be masked in schools to protect our elementary aged children that can not yet get a vaccine.
When the school district allows the parents to decide the school population is filled with mixed
messages and understanding of what is the right thing to do. This leaves children unmasked at
schools and vulnerable to the virus and the children that are wearing masks become slack
about their mask wearing. The parents are not able to decide in a situation where we have no
control. I can ask that my child where a mask all day, but when that child goes to school and
sees all of their friends without masks they are conflicted. The current spread of the delta
variant should carry enough concern to reenact a mask mandate in schools. Children are too
young to get a vaccine and too young to make this decision. This is what we are asking them
to do.

8/14/2021 7:43 AM

3657

Please allow for parent choice on masks for their children in a school setting.

8/14/2021 7:43 AM

3658

Stanford Study - The existing scientific evidences challenge the safety and efficacy of wearing
facemask as preventive intervention for COVID-19. The data suggest that both medical and
non-medical facemasks are ineffective to block human-to-human transmission of viral and
infectious disease such SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19, supporting against the usage of
facemasks.

8/14/2021 7:42 AM

3659

I do not support masking in schools as the levels of carbon dioxide behind the masks being reinhaled by the child are highly unhealthy and toxic. Especially for the youngest of students
specifically from ages 4 and up.

8/14/2021 7:42 AM

3660

Masks are psychological damaging to children. Wearing a mask all day is not building up their
immune system. Let’s look at the facts and the science. 4.2 million children tested positive for
Covid and .008% died. More children died from the flu during the 2018/2019 flu season. We
were not talking about or forcing children to wear masks during the flu season. The flu is more
dangerous than Covid. Wearing a mask all day is damaging to our children!!!!!

8/14/2021 7:42 AM

3661

I fully support mask wearing for the safety of our children and the long term effects of Covid19.

8/14/2021 7:41 AM

3662

Wearing a facial covering is the right thing to do for all until children under 12 can get
vaccinated. If you are an adult or child over 12 I encourage you to get vaccinated - it is the
only way we get out of this pandemic and away from conversations about wearing masks.
Masks are not ideal or fun, but I wear them right now to protect my community and to model
compassionate, science-backed behavior for our youngest community members.

8/14/2021 7:41 AM

3663

With the current rise in the delta variant cases I don't understand why this is even a question. I
don't think we should be putting our kids at risk when many cannot even get the vaccine at this
time. My kids are used to wearing masks and this isn't affecting this social or emotional
feelings during out outside of school. I don't believe we should put our children at risk when
masking (although not 100% effective) is a good deterant for contracting COVID and is backed
by science and Health department. This has nothing to do with rights or taking away freedoms.
By working together to keep our children safe we are in fact helping to ensure our freedom from
this virus and the health of our families.

8/14/2021 7:41 AM

3664

Masking should be mandated for students. We have an obligation to protect the health of our
youth.

8/14/2021 7:41 AM

3665

I vehemently oppose mandating children mask in schools because the cost far outweigh and
potential benefits. In the name of safety we are creating a witches brew of unintended
consequences, prolonging the virus, and dividing the community. Enough!!

8/14/2021 7:40 AM

3666

Do not mask the kids!!! Do not follow what everyone else is doing or wants you to do. If you
feel unsafe then you can wear a mask, this should absolutely not be mandatory! Kids are not
picking on other kids bc of their mask choices. Please do not enforce this policy. Mask if you
CHOOSE to not bc you are forced to. This needs to end and it can start here.

8/14/2021 7:39 AM

3667

Please treat Covid as we do the flu and let us move on with our lives.

8/14/2021 7:39 AM

3668

I am against any mask mandate in schools. There is over a year’s worth of data regarding

8/14/2021 7:38 AM
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transmission of Covid-19 among children and that data indicates the children are not the
source of this virus. Children do not become severely ill from this virus and any staff they
come in contact with have had the opportunity to protect themselves with vaccines, should
they so choose. Unmasked children are not posing significant public health danger that
warrants required face coverings. I believe the layered mitigation plan is reasonable and
effective towards illness reduction and of course those who choose to wear a mask due to
their own belief should be allowed. Taking that right to choose away from others by imposing a
mask requirement is not how a free society works. I believe our health officials need to pivot
resources and efforts to focus on treatments of this virus rather than wasting time on near
impossible efforts to prevent infection from a virus that is treatable. To do any less only
amplifies the thought that this virus is being used politically for other reasons than public
health and that control through fear is the main objective. The CDC has been inaccurate and
dishonest in their facts and for TCHD to rely on their recommendations without any verification
and supporting documentation is lazy and irresponsible.
3669

My children are in 1st & 4th grade and my 4th grader is having panic attacks and is seeing a
therapist. The pandemic has been very hard on them and the benefits of masking do not
outweigh the risks to their social-emotional wellbeing. To them, the masks feel like a muzzle.
They are so fearful they will have to wear them again and I’m fearing for my eldest’s mental
state.

8/14/2021 7:38 AM

3670

There is documented evidence from rest of the Country and from rest of the world that masks
are effective first-line of protection against COVID infection. We need to follow what we know,
especially in case of this ever-changing novel pandemic

8/14/2021 7:37 AM

3671

Wearing masks are personal choice. No one should be mandated.

8/14/2021 7:37 AM

3672

Every parent and guardian should have a say in what is covering the face of their children. For
breathing, for facial recognition and social cues, for developmental/learning delays, etc. There
cannot be a mandate where mental and physical well-being is at stake. Colorado Children’s
Hospitals issued a state of emergency for mental health, ages 10+. We are FAILING OUR
KIDS. We must do better. Let parents choose. Follow the data…you will see that masks not
only do not “help”, they are detrimental. We say NO to mandatory masking.

8/14/2021 7:37 AM

3673

Masking in schools is hindering child development. As young kids learn to speak, develop
personal skills, and interact in society being able to see the faces of their teachers and peers
is vital. Young kids are learning how to read body language and facial expressions which
account for 80% of communication. Masking hinders this and thus ruins their development
both short and long term. I also think this survey has too few response options. Universal or
nothing is not taking into account personal choice and freedoms which we might still have.

8/14/2021 7:37 AM

3674

Make masks mandatory in schools

8/14/2021 7:37 AM

3675

Masks should be required for children under 12 years of age. Virtually every public health
agency has made it clear that masks are necessary to slow the spread of COVID and children
in elementary school do not yet have the benefit of vaccination.

8/14/2021 7:36 AM

3676

Masks must be mandatory. If the CDC, AAP and other senior medical groups/agencies/etc all
recommend mandates, why should TCHD or the school districts not uphold those standards? I
trust my elected officials and the administration of my child’s school to keep her safe. Safe
from active shooters, from bullies and from pandemics. This shouldn’t even be a debate. And
please consider grandparents. If children are asymptomatic carriers, this puts our laser and
immune compromised community members at risk. Remember last year when birthday drivebys were a thing? The more we accept masks and safe protocols the faster families can truly
be together. If the onslaught of positive cases in just the few days of school isn’t enough to
convince district leaders, I hope you believe the medical experts and take to heart parents who
want a safe environment for their children. Elected community leaders have obligations to do
the right thing even when that means taking choice away - PLEASE MANDATE MASKS.
These parents who don’t want their children masked are not making medically sound
suggestions. “Facial freedom” is not a really thing. Covid is real, masks really work.

8/14/2021 7:36 AM

3677

I like what my school district has implemented for this school year and don’t want to see it
changed.

8/14/2021 7:35 AM

3678

Masks do more harm than good! Kids touching/messing with them ALL DAY LONG increases
all germ intake! Unless you wear a tight fitting N95 mask it is doing nothing to stop the
microscopic virus particles! Do not participate in this theater of masking our kids!!!

8/14/2021 7:34 AM
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3679

Three reasons why a mandate should never be in place The bottom line is mask for kids don’t
work. If they don’t want to wear them they will pull them down or touch it 1000 times a day.
The point of a mask is that you leave it secured to your face and pull on the sides to take it
off. Kids do none of these things so you are making them miserable without having any
positive affect. In today’s current state the kids that want to wear them maybe slightly better at
it so let it continue to be an option. Social and emotional in the classroom. Teachers are
exhausted from last year. The last thing they want is to spend another year yelling at kids
about masks and vice versa. In addition kids want to read facial cues and want to see a
reaction from people as well as teachers. This is a huge part of human connection and in these
developmental years it is even more important. The welfare of kids is at stake. It is sad but
true that teachers are our lifeline to finding kids in abusive homes. Not only did virtual last year
prevent it but when a kids face is covered it is hard to read their real sadness and probe. I feel
like even more kids were lost last year because of these limitations Please maintain freedom
of choice. We can’t stop a virus. We have to trust the science and statistics. Kids are
overwhelming fine if they get it and every day there are more treatable options. .

8/14/2021 7:34 AM

3680

Kids safety is being put in the middle of a political argument. We all know that masks work,
and since kids can’t get the vaccine right now, we need to do all we can to protect them.

8/14/2021 7:34 AM

3681

As a teacher assistant in DougCo I would like to see children under 12 wear a mask because
they do not currently have access to the Covid vaccine.

8/14/2021 7:33 AM

3682

Leave masks as choice. Those who wish to wear them can, those who don’t have every right
not to. It’s that simple. If my child were compromised and I didn’t feel their mask wearing was
sufficient, I’d keep them home and not impose my burden on others who don’t want to wear
them. This needs to stop being political. Leave it as choice period.

8/14/2021 7:33 AM

3683

I believe in the parents right to choose what is best for our children and family. I feel that if a
family is nervous about sending their children to school, they can have them wear the mask. If
they think the mask actually works, then they should have no reservation about the protection
their child will be getting from their OWN mask…at that point, my child without a mask
shouldn’t matter. My child should not be forced to wear a mask because someone else feels
uncomfortable. There are risks daily in everything we do, but it is OUR choice to engage in
those risks based on our own comfort level. The actual science does not support the need for
masking (or children to be vaccinated). In fact, there is more harm to be done by forcing these
things than not. Please follow the actual facts and not media driven fear and fight for freedom
on behalf of our children. Thank you.

8/14/2021 7:33 AM

3684

Please let each family choose what is best for them and do not mandate masks.

8/14/2021 7:32 AM

3685

Children are not exempt from contracting Covid but many are not vaccinated. Even the
vaccinated can still contract Covid. In the news this week we are already hearing of schools
with Covid outbreaks. Worse yet are the reports of areas of the country where Children's ICUs
are at capacity with Child Covid patients. We should be doing everything possible to ensure we
do not join these ranks in a repeat of 2020.

8/14/2021 7:32 AM

3686

Tri-County Health needs to follow science and CDC guidelines to protect ours kids in school.
Masks should be required regardless of vaccination status. We have seen COVID-19 mutate
and it is now going after our young, unvaccinated children. Until we can get our young children
vaccinated, there must be a requirement to protect them so they can continue to learn in
school.

8/14/2021 7:32 AM

3687

To force the mask again is a against my freedom but more importantly it is the worst thing you
can do for someone’s mental health. All youth and young adults are in sensitive place right
now, if you are to re-require masks you will be ruining any hope of a normal high energy school
year.

8/14/2021 7:30 AM

3688

I am very against these young children having to wear masks. They cannot properly hear their
teachers, see their expressions and those who struggle with speech and sensory issues have
an ever harder time and struggle greatly. Please consider giving us a choice to either wear or
not wear masks. Please give this free choice to us parents to best decide what is needed for
our children rather than grouping a decision made for all.

8/14/2021 7:30 AM

3689

I am a high school teacher and have children in the district. I SUPPORT a mask mandate fully.
The most important thing is to keep kids IN THE SCHOOL BUILDING so that they can learn at
their best. Not wearing masks is placing all at risk for large quarantines and an uneven and
lacking learning experience. It will also take away any attempt at normalcy by not allowing the

8/14/2021 7:30 AM
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kids to experience what they normally experience through activities at school (homecoming!).
Please think of the county at large and not a small groups of loud individuals who just think of
themselves. Thank you!
3690

Keeping our children safe and in school is number one. Until children under 12 have an option
to be vaccinated I believe masks should be mandated.

8/14/2021 7:30 AM

3691

It is imperative that masks be required for all students and staff until at least 80% of
population is vaccinated. It is a fact that the virus will continue to mutate if this does not
happen. Transmission is up in the county. DougCo should not be allowed to opt-out of a TCH
mandate. This should be challenged, or the governor should step in. "freedom of choice"
excuse does not apply here, anymore than having the freedom to drive drunk, to not wear a
seatbelt or not be required to get a license to operate a vehicle. Wearing a mask is a minor
inconvenience towards attaining the larger goal of shutting down this virus.

8/14/2021 7:29 AM

3692

Masks have been shown to not provide much protection against the spread of Covid-19.
Rather, they keep germs right up against our children’s faces. They are meant to be worn in
the sanitary conditions of a doctor’s office or surgical setting, used once and thrown away. It’s
unhealthy and distracting for our kids to wear masks like they are being forced to for many
hours per day. PLEASE DO NOT PUT A MASK MANDATE IN PLACE, or we will be forced to
remove our kids from the public school system. Thank you for the opportunity to comment :-)

8/14/2021 7:29 AM

3693

Require universal mask in all indoor settings

8/14/2021 7:28 AM

3694

I would like my child’s school to mandate masks while covid outbreaks are still abundant and
vaccines aren’t available for under 12 population.

8/14/2021 7:28 AM

3695

Douglas County should have a mask mandate for kids going to school. It is highly
irresponsible for kids to attend school unmasked amidst growing cases of the delta variant. It
puts them and the most vulnerable within our community at higher risk of contracting COVID
and makes it more likely that learning will be interrupted due to closures and quarantines.

8/14/2021 7:27 AM

3696

What happened to everyone having a choice, wear a mask if you want to, don’t wear a mask
OR go online. Stop allowing the fear of a group to impact the liberty of another. EVERYONE
HAS A CHOICE, that’s the beauty. I feel like we haven’t had a choice since this has started
we have allowed a group to dictate what should happen. Not fair. Stop allowing the group ThAts
fearful to push their agenda on everyone.

8/14/2021 7:27 AM

3697

This needs to be a matter of choice. Those who feel safer with a mask on can wear them. And
those who don’t want to wear one should not be forced. Especially the children.

8/14/2021 7:25 AM

3698

As studies have shown covid IS NOT effecting children where we should be concerned!
Bullying goes both ways, and by mandating or telling us what to do with our own children
makes you a bully. I don’t support masking at all and I think you should leave it up to each
parent to decide what they feel is best for their kids. It’s time to end all this BS. The effects
that a mask has on children is worst than them getting covid.more children die from the flu
each year and we don’t mask during flu season?! Even if mandated my child will not bring a
mask to school, you will provide a brand new one each and every day.

8/14/2021 7:25 AM

3699

In the interest of public safety, with limited tools to curb the spread and mutation of COVID 19,
masks should be mandatory! Unfortunately, political statements and vanity have gotten in the
way of common sense. Sadly, those who oppose masks make the most noise and get their
way. We need to protect those who are too young to be vaccinated, those who cannot be , and
those who unfortunately choose not to be vaccinated. It’s the smart, right thing to do.

8/14/2021 7:24 AM

3700

Wearing a mask is a small sacrifice to protect the unvaccinated and immune compromised.
Public health is worth the effort.

8/14/2021 7:23 AM

3701

I believe school children of all ages require a lesson in what it means to be good neighbors &
citizens— this will help teach that if done in the right way. don’t just issue a mandate, include a
lesson on why. it’s science people.

8/14/2021 7:22 AM

3702

Our children's health and educations are at stake. Please mandate universal masking in all
indoor school settings.

8/14/2021 7:22 AM

3703

No masks in schools. Where do we draw the line? Will children be forced to wear masks
forever? Since kids have been in a school environment, schools have been a cesspool for
germs and the spreading of illnesses … strep throat, flu, Nora virus, colds, stomach bugs …
but yet masks were never required, and still aren't. Face coverings are causing real harm to

8/14/2021 7:21 AM
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the American psyche, as we watch suicide rates go up amongst young people, and provide
little to no medical benefit.They don't work anyway. Most consumer masks indicate that they
are "not intended for medical purposes and has not been tested to reduce the transmission of
disease". Covid survival rate is close to 100%.
3704

Please DO NOT impose a mask mandate. We DO NOT agree with masking children and want
to keep our school as “mask if you choose.” Masking is detrimental to a child and completely
unnecessary based on death rates in children. We are NOT afraid of anyone in our family
catching COVID. There are many other viruses that cause worse effects. Our three year old
was hospitalized with parafluenza and we STILL don’t agree with masking. Viruses are a part
of life and we should ONLY be imposing restrictions on the most vulnerable.

8/14/2021 7:21 AM

3705

Face masks save lives. So much easier than sick kids and teachers

8/14/2021 7:20 AM

3706

Leave mask decisions up to Individuals. Mandating masks on young kids is child abuse.

8/14/2021 7:20 AM

3707

We ask that you please let us exercise choice in masking up. There are many different
reasons parents choose not to have their child wear a mask and the parents know their
children better than the government. Some children will suffer more if they are forced to wear a
mask for 8 hours every day. Children's mental health is just as important as physical health
and some children can not handle a mask all day. Parents should have the right to know what's
best for their children. There is an online option for those families who choose to not put their
children in school and they have the right to make that choice for their family.

8/14/2021 7:19 AM

3708

Leave the decision up to the parents for what is best for their children.

8/14/2021 7:18 AM

3709

I can’t believe you think a piece of cloth over a mouth of a 8 year is going to do anything but
harm them in the long run. The Flu is more deadly to kids than Covid, and it’s proven that they
don’t spread like adults. This also isn’t about protecting teachers as they have every
opportunity to get a vaccine if they WANT. Masking is a choice, I’m fine if you want to destroy
your child by making them wear a useless piece of cloth on their face for 7 hours a day. Mine
won’t be, and we will show up at school everyday without one. Masks harm kids, and it should
be a choice and it will be a choice for my family. This also has nothing to do with politics, as
we are a left leaning family but are sick of TCHD’s non fact based crap.

8/14/2021 7:18 AM

3710

As a parent I only want the best for my children and that includes their health. I will them put a
mask on when my husband and I feel like it has become necessary. If other want to wear a
mask then that is their prerogative. I’m not saying we never will, but I do believe that we need
to make that decision for ourselves.

8/14/2021 7:17 AM

3711

For the safety of everyone, masks need to be required in schools right now. It is not fair to just
recommend them, it puts kids in an awkward situation. The kids had no problem wearing them
last year-it’s the adults that have turned it into an issue. If we can just hang in there a little
longer and wear masks to protect ourselves and each other, this will all be over, and our
children will be safe in the meantime.

8/14/2021 7:16 AM

3712

I am a 2nd grade teacher in DCSD. My district made masks optional this year. During the first
week of school I had 3 out of 23 students in masks. 2nd graders are so cute but they don’t
understand personal hygiene. We have talked about washing hands and coughing and
sneezing into our elbows. However, after the first week of school many students have not been
following that rule. I have seen kids picking their nose, fingers in mouth and licking their hand.
I already have a sore throat and I had 5 students absent yesterday 8/13. Many students have
been saying they don’t feel well. I support universal masking in school settings or for students
under 11 because I want to avoid remote learning. I taught online all of last year and it was
hard. It feels great to be in person now but I want us to do it safely as to avoid a major school
shutdown like we had in 2020. I feel that making masks required will protect the health of
everyone especially our youngest students.

8/14/2021 7:16 AM

3713

I don’t understand why Tri County Health is even asking. It’s not as if people’s opinions should
drive this decision. If masks work and are proven to do so, we should do it regardless of
whether we like it or not. These are our kids. We must keep then safe and engaged in school.
Denial about the current situation we’re in because people have refused to wear masks or get
vaccinated is exactly why we should impose a mask mandate if that’s the best approach. Use
the science, not parental opinion, to guide the decision.

8/14/2021 7:15 AM

3714

I do not agree and do not want to have a mask mandate for children in school.

8/14/2021 7:15 AM

3715

We as parents should be able to make our own choices for our children. I believe that if a

8/14/2021 7:14 AM
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family wants their children masked, they should be allowed, but those who don’t, shouldn’t be
forced. I think over the last year we have all become acutely aware of the risks of Covid
(including recent variants) and as grown, well educated adults we should be trusted to make
health decisions for our families based on our own comfort levels. Politics and fear have
become way too involved in the decision being made for our children. I ask you to consider
how many children will be hurt far worse in the social/emotional aspect of development in not
being able to read facial cues and learn how to properly socialize. Children with special needs
also have to be heard in this area. I have a son with ADHA that does not require extreme
interventions, but I am concerned for him socially and emotionally. But having challenges in
this development isn’t unique to an ADHD child. All children need this proper development and
encourage you to consider the long term affects of that, not to mention the stigma we are
developing with mask wearing and fear we are engraving into these children.
3716

Until vacation is over 80 percent for all kids and adults within a school masks for all need to be
mandatory. Prof of vacation needs to be giving and each school can go to mask free
individually after percent has been reached and varrifed.

8/14/2021 7:14 AM

3717

Following CDC and AAP recommendation for all people (regardless of vaccination status) in
schools to wear masks makes the most sense to reduce spread and protect the immune
compromised and those unable to get the vaccine at this time. Anything else allows for
unnecessary risk. Voluntary mask wearing has already been shown to be done at low rates in
the high schools. A mandate is the only way to employ this layer of mitigation.

8/14/2021 7:12 AM

3718

Please do not mask our children. They need to get back to learning and not being able to see
their teachers faces and mouths for learning pronunciation has a huge impact. Their education
has already been impacted enough. We have to learn to continue living with this sickness
around. It's never going away.

8/14/2021 7:11 AM

3719

I believe it should be up to the parents and kids whether they want to mask up. I do know that
kids will meet up together without being sanctioned by anyone and will be mask-free so you’re
only doing harm to them by mandating this. If you want the suicide and depression rate to
increase then go ahead and mandate it. Otherwise, let people decide what they want to do.
With an elderly parent in Senior Living nearby, I also want to remind you that you are “saving
people” at what expense? Seniors quality of life has declined so rapidly that they will be dying
of loneliness and despair when you mandate policies surcharge as these. I urge you to
consider the entire person, not just one component of a risk. By the way, the way you have
worded your question #4 is really one-sided. You should have another option…I do not support
mandated masking in schools. That would be my answer.

8/14/2021 7:11 AM

3720

I am super concerned after attending meet and greets, back to school nights, and seeing what
the schools are posting online with the lack of masks. At SGMS back to school night there
was not one teacher with a mask and maybe a handful of parents. I’m concerned there are not
protocols as my 2nd graders sit in groups of desks with no separation. They have had
assemblies with most children not wearing masks. I let my kids home for 18 months and they
did e-learning. I’m considering pulling them again as the classes are worse than a year ago and
there are no restrictions in the schools. Please do something.

8/14/2021 7:11 AM

3721

Please put the needs of our children before the desires of adults. Our children have suffered
greatly academically, mentally, and emotionally from the fear based actions of adults in our
community. Non medical masks do little or nothing to prevent disease yet they instill fear and
slow learning, especially in young children. Please stand up for our childten and do not
mandate masks for anyone.

8/14/2021 7:09 AM

3722

I do NOT support indoor masking or any kind of mandate masking.

8/14/2021 7:09 AM

3723

Many studies show that masks and social distancing aren't successful in preventing the
spread indoors when the air is circulating. Everyone is breathing the same air. Our children
need to go back to school in as normal a setting as possible. Those who want to wear a mask
can but it should not be a mandate.

8/14/2021 7:08 AM

3724

As a physician and mother of kids under 12 I think it would be irresponsible to not mask kids in
school - we can’t experiment with our kids health. If people had been more responsible and
gotten the vaccine maybe we wouldn’t have to worry about the health of our kids at this point
but now we’re forced to deal with another wave. I will mask my kids either way but think
masking all kids and all school personal is the only responsible choice.

8/14/2021 7:08 AM

3725

Masking and vaccines are the surest ways to preserve what’s most important - in person

8/14/2021 7:08 AM
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learning. This isn’t politics. This isn’t a debate. This is interpretation of data. If you don’t do the
right thing, you all have blood on your hands.
3726

As a parent of three elementary age children, (5, 7 and 9), I wholeheartedly oppose mandatory
masks in DCSD elementary schools. I am pro science, both my husband and I were first in
line to get our vaccines this Spring (along with my elderly parents) and I believe that this virus
is real. However, I also believe that it is NOT a public health crisis at this time for young,
elementary aged, children. The adolescent hospitalization rates are very low (less than the flu
during a normal year), the death rates are even lower (lower than the flu on a normal year). This
virus is NOT going anywhere, and we need to start treating it as such. As a society (our family
included), we respectfully acted on behalf of the large “at risk” population for over a year…
masking our kids, masking ourselves, social distancing, remote learning, etc, keeping the
virus at bay and our healthcare system from being overwhelmed (which was the stated goal…
not virus elimination). It worked. And now the most vulnerable (seniors) and willing individuals
age 12+ who are most affected by this virus have the choice to protect themselves through
vaccination. Unless the Colorado healthcare system is at risk of being overrun, it is an
overstepping of power to mandate masks on anyone, especially our kids. Our kids already
sacrificed for the past year, protecting the adults and teachers with masking… it is NOT their
job to keep protecting others (adults) who choose not to get vaccinated and are high risk.
Children simply aren’t the target of this virus, and masking ALL of them to protect a handful of
immunocompromised children simply isn’t fair. One of my children has an IEP that includes
speech… his learning is HUGELY impaired with mask wearing. This virus is not the only risk to
our children… masks also pose a risk to their ability to learn and develop. I guarantee you that
the number of kids who’s learning has been impacted by masks largely outweighs (by many
multiples) the number of immunocompromised children in the district. We will seriously
consider pulling our three kids out of our public neighborhood school (which we love and would
greatly sadden us) and moving them to a charter or private school where masks are not
mandatory if this happens. And we will certainly do it before the enrollment counts in October
to ensure that DCSD feels the funding pain of a horrendous mandatory masking decision.

8/14/2021 7:07 AM

3727

It is my opinion that we let the parents/children decide on their own whether they want to mask
or not. It should not be up to the tri county to decide. This is a personal decision that should be
decided on a per family bases. My daughter (2nd grade) and my son (kindergarten) are much
happier mentally to not have to wear their masks all day during school. They have said that
wearing the masks takes away the ability to read facial expressions which is important in
school with their friends/classmates/teachers. Wearing a mask should be up to the discretion
of each individual and their personal reasons.

8/14/2021 7:07 AM

3728

Mandate Masks! We’d rather have our children masked and healthy.

8/14/2021 7:06 AM

3729

I fully, 100% support universal masking in schools. Our children need to be in school, and this
is the best way to keep them there safely. Look at the data related to children and the Delta
variant- they are getting sicker and spreading it more. Also look at states and areas where they
are not masking in schools- cases are going up and the number of staff and students in
quarantine is outrageous. Please take this one simple action to protect our young children.
Many parents are going to say it's an outrage to require kids to wear a mask, but the reality is
kids didn't skip a beat having to wear them last year, and the ones who are wearing them this
year forget they're on half the time. It's a small step to take to move towards the end of this
pandemic.

8/14/2021 7:06 AM

3730

Please DO NOT mandate children to wear mask. Their brains are still developing and oxogen
is needed. Social recognition is limited with half of face covered.

8/14/2021 7:06 AM

3731

Do I want to wear a mask anymore, nope, but I’m going to because I have too many friends
(and countless kids I do not know) who have immune-compromised children who either aren’t
at the age where they can get vaccinated or can’t because of how it could impact their health.
What are those families supposed to do as the school year starts? Keep their children home
and isolated for yet another year? The masks are uncomfortable and annoying and we can’t
see beautiful smiles and facial expressions but none of those things are as important to
protecting the people that can’t protect themselves. A lot of people like to talk about the
importance of protecting the unborn, how about we also work on protecting the born? Let’s
protect the kids who are here and who’s health depends on how many people wear their mask
and get vaccinated. How about we all work a little harder on loving our neighbor and treating
others the way we would want to be treated?

8/14/2021 7:05 AM

3732

I do not want my child to wear a mask!

8/14/2021 7:05 AM
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3733

You don’t really need a survey to know how people feel about masking. Look at schools open
today VERY FEW students or staff are wearing them. If someone believes that is the best way
to stay safe wear one but let the rest of us make decisions for our own bodies especially if you
are vaccinated. One of the most important rights of our country is Freedom of speech do not
force children to mask that away.

8/14/2021 7:04 AM

3734

Stop the masks!

8/14/2021 7:04 AM

3735

The board should require masks in schools.

8/14/2021 7:02 AM

3736

We need to do everything in our power to keep schools open and in person this school year! I
have a high school sophomore who is terrified at the possibility school could be moved online
again this year. During a recent dinner table discussion about the increase in COVID cases
and the need for masking indoors my student began sobbing and sharing his fears about a
possible return to online school this year. For the first time he told us about the thoughts of self
harm, depression and hopelessness he silently struggled with during remote learning last
school year. I support conservative actions now that will give our students the best opportunity
to continue in person learning all school year!

8/14/2021 7:02 AM

3737

Children have not been the target of this outbreak and the safety is not in jeopardy that would
require them to be masked. Our education for our children should remain top priority where it is
critical that they can concentrate, read teachers lips while learning phonics, words and reading
as well as create an environment where children can thrive and gain a passion for learning
which is limited by placing restrictions and added struggles in the classroom. Please do not
mask our children while they focus on learning not living in fear.

8/14/2021 7:02 AM

3738

We do Not need a mask mandate. For those that want to wear one, let them wear one. For
those that do not want to wear one, let them make that choice.

8/14/2021 7:01 AM

3739

Putting anything over a healthy child’s mouth where they breath in oxygen, is a hindrance to
the brain development learning and social being… period. Let our children be children, and
learn!

8/14/2021 7:01 AM

3740

I do NOT support masking students under any circumstance. Kids need to be able to read
social cues, read Luis and breathe in school! The data in children does not support this. If
students want to wear them they can but it shouldn’t be forced.

8/14/2021 7:01 AM

3741

People are important, politics are not. Public schools, which rely upon public tax dollars,
should be subject to public health guidelines. Please protect our teachers, staff, and all the
children with underlying conditions. They have a right to be in school without the threat of
illness. We take measures to protect them from potential danger (guns, etc.), yet we won't
protect them from a known killer virus??? It seems most children do not mind wearing a mask,
it is the misguided parents who think they are taking a stand for personal freedom. This is a
collective issue, not individual. Give them liberty, and you give us all (more) death.

8/14/2021 7:01 AM

3742

Masks do not seem to work in preventing the spread. Masking kids and teachers prevent
viewing expression which are needed to be able to correctly interrupt what is being
communicated. This is a much needed social queue .

8/14/2021 7:00 AM

3743

Kids should not be forced to wear masks in school. My kids would come home exhausted and
worn out. I could see a difference in their mental state like I have never seen before. They
prefer to be in school without the masks, but last year they mentally needed the hybrid days to
counteract the negative effects of the mask wearing in school. This is coming from a family
with a immunocompromised, permanently disabledfamily member. We are proactive as are
most people in our situation, and take vitamin supplements that boost our immunity. Nobody in
my family of 5 got sick at all. I deplore you to not implement another mask mandate.

8/14/2021 6:59 AM

3744

I do not support a mask mandate for any age for any group—students, staff or visitors. If an
individual chooses to wear a mask because they believe it protects them, that’s fine. Evidence
shows the masks worn by the public (not N95 masks) don’t work against viruses. Stop making
children be the ones that suffer from this authoritarian tactic to restrain the public and take
away our freedom to make our own health decisions.

8/14/2021 6:59 AM

3745

Would like to have masks as optional.

8/14/2021 6:59 AM

3746

Masks are an effective strategy when everyone participates. My child is at a higher risk of
getting the virus if only half of her classmates are wearing a mask. We must protect those 11
and under who don't currently have access to a vaccine. The new variant is transmitting at a

8/14/2021 6:58 AM
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much higher rate than last year when we did wear masks in classrooms. Let's use common
sense, keep politics out and keep our schools safe and open. It's just a mask!
3747

I believe the safest and most effective way to curb new COVID19 cases in school kids is to
implement a masking mandate that all students and faculty be required to wear masks. Per
CDC recommendations

8/14/2021 6:58 AM

3748

Keep the kids and thrower families and the teachers and staff safe. We need masks. And
mandate for vaccines if eligible. Stay safe.

8/14/2021 6:57 AM

3749

Please do not reconsider making our students wear masks for school- especially sports. It is
proven unhealthy and harmful. If we are going to use science to make decisions, please be
responsible.

8/14/2021 6:56 AM

3750

NO mask mandates

8/14/2021 6:54 AM

3751

Parent of high school age. Part of teaching and learning is visual. Seeing the face and hearing
without obstruction is important.

8/14/2021 6:52 AM

3752

Please don’t do this again! Our children need to breathe! Masks have hundreds of studies
showing they don’t work! Only 358 children under 18 have died from Covid in all of the USA!
Please stop this!

8/14/2021 6:52 AM

3753

The masks most people are wearing are not effective in stopping the spread of Covid. I heard
the analogy that it’s like trying to keep gnats or granules of sand from going through a chain
link fence! Forcing young children to wear masks all day causes nothing but stress, and quite
possibly imposes other health hazards. Furthermore, most young children are not at risk for
developing severe symptoms with Covid. Choosing to wear or not wear masks should be at the
parents’ discretion and not mandated by our governing boards!

8/14/2021 6:51 AM

3754

Please mandate masks and protect our students whom are unable to be vaccinated. After
vaccination is available for ages under 12 we understand withdrawing a mask mandate. It is
unfair to keep these students indoors for up to 7 hours a day without this safety net that is
recommended by the CDC and AAP.

8/14/2021 6:50 AM

3755

With the data, numbers and actual science out there, if masks are mandated for any of my 3
children currently enrolled in Douglas county schools.... I will pull them. I consider it child
abuse and I will no longer tolerate this stupidity to affect my children. Masks for ages 2 to 12?
Are you kidding me? Common sense needs to overcome the media and agenda of others on
this planet. I can't tell you strongly enough that forcing people to wear masks is an
infringement on our liberties and it will not be tolerated any longer. Get the facts straight and
make an informed decision.

8/14/2021 6:50 AM

3756

Hell NO!! No mandatory mask wearing! If parents want their kids to wear a mask, that’s their
choice It is also a PARENTS choice to not have their kids wear one!

8/14/2021 6:50 AM

3757

Please do Not force our kids to wear masks. I strongly feel that this is child Abuse at the
highest level possible.

8/14/2021 6:49 AM

3758

My boys have their first year in middle and high school this year. The masks make is
extremely hard for them to socialize and make friends. It’s NOT healthy for them mentally and
I believe that they need to build their immune system naturally. Even fauci said the masks
don’t do anything, so why pretend that they will protect our kids??

8/14/2021 6:46 AM

3759

Vaccinated people are getting COVID from the Delta variant. The Delta varient is hugely
contagious and could easily work its way through schools. Some kids are getting quite sick
from Delta. Why would we take this chance with our kids lives and adults lives not to mention
disrupting school every time a kid needs to quarantine when it would be so easy to avert these
potential risks by asking everyone to mask. Bottom line - we are unnecessarily putting our kids
at risk by not masking. And I would hope our kids would think of our kids health first before
politics.

8/14/2021 6:46 AM

3760

There are no studies that show mask wearing to be an effective way to slow the transmission
of the virus. The particles are much too small to be blocked by the masks. It is extremely
detrimental to a child’s mental health and social development (main reason they’re in school)
to not be able to get social cues from facial expressions from their teachers and their peers. If
there is no actual data that shows a benefit to wearing masks, it’s ridiculous to mandate it for
all kids. If some parents want their kids in masks, that’s their choice! I’d like the same respect
to choose for MY children what I think is best. My sons first grade class was quarantined SIX

8/14/2021 6:46 AM
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times last year! Why weren’t the masks keeping him in school then??? It’s ridiculous to add
that as a reason to consider a mandate. They. Don’t. Work.
3761

It is such a shame that masking is the thing people are so upset about. I'm upset about young
children unable to protect themselves with a vaccine and getting sick while they should just be
enjoying school. Quarantines and remote learning were awful-but a young person getting sick
or breakthroughs getting stronger and hurting vaccinated people is untenable. Universal masks
at that most vulnerable group for elemen kids and their teachers seems to make the most
sense from a mitigation strategy. The loudest people are just that-the loudest. Most of the rest
of us go along with what we're told. If a mask is required, people wear it and don't complain. If
it's not, they assume it's safe and they don't. Masks are unpleasant and I don't even you this
task at all, but closing schools is even worse. Children dying or getting long haul covid is even
worse than that. Let's mitigate while and where we can.

8/14/2021 6:46 AM

3762

I do not believe in a mandate forcing parents to mask children. There is science to support the
argument that masks do not work. They may cause more harm than good though. This is
especially true with younger children that are developing socially and emotionally and are not
able to see full facial expressions. I do support a parents right to mask a child if they feel
inclined to do that. Just please do not force this mask mandate again.

8/14/2021 6:44 AM

3763

Please protect our children who are not yet eligible for the vaccination. My child should be to
go to school lead by adults who are doing all they can to protect her. Especially when it is
known that this variant is affecting children at a higher rate. Without knowing if my child's
teacher is vaccinated- I have NO idea what my child's risk is! We do not have an online option
anymore. I fear I am sending her to school, she will catch this variant and be hospitalized. How
in good conscience can you not do the bare minimum and ask all to mask!?!?!?! They do not
have a choice to get the vaccination at this point- it is that simple.

8/14/2021 6:44 AM

3764

No masks. People will be unhappy regardless of mask or no mask. It should be people’s
choice as it is now.

8/14/2021 6:40 AM

3765

My boys age 7 and 9 started school this week and both of them said there are only two other
kids in their classes wearing masks. Only one of their teachers is wearing a mask. It’s only a
matter of time before spread in the school is so widespread that we are shut down.

8/14/2021 6:40 AM

3766

I am in support of universal masking because of the Delta variant and other possible variants
spreading and the fact that children under 12 are unable able to get vaccinated. I believe
masking is the safest approach.

8/14/2021 6:40 AM

3767

As a teacher, I can tell you that masks completely impacted learning, collaboration,
communication and relationships. In addition, they did not stop the spread of Covid as all of
the kids are around each other all weekend, before and after school. Please keep masks
optional and DO NOT start quarantine entire classes. Education and social/emotional learning
are being devastated.

8/14/2021 6:39 AM

3768

Should be parents choice on what they choose to do with their child. No one person or comity
should have the power to tell everyone what they are required to do and how they must do it.
This is a choice and freedom that we have to do what we feel is best for our kids and family. In
person learning is huge! Let the parent decide what they would like to do with their child going
for the year.

8/14/2021 6:39 AM

3769

Please consider a mask mandate for all grades. There is still a large number of unvaccinated
staff and students that are over 12 years old. Protect all students and staff so they have a
better chance of staying healthy and staying in school. We want a normal school year for
educational purposes, not aesthetic purposes. Masks add a layer of mitigation and is one of
the only layers we can provide if people are not vaccinated by choice or limitation.

8/14/2021 6:39 AM

3770

If masks work then why don’t masks work. Please provide some evidence or facts that
masking kids provides any benefit to preventing the spread of COVID. If you mask children or
even recommend it to the district I along with many other parents will be filling a law suit. You
have no authority to actually mandate masks for children based on any scientific data.

8/14/2021 6:38 AM

3771

I have 2 daughters ages 4 and 6. As an RN who understands science I am highly concerned
that there isn't already a mask mandate. My oldest daughter is in 1st grade. Last year as a
kindergartener she and her peers had zero problem wearing their masks. She is now one of
very few wearing one at school. I personally know two extremely ill children with covid. Delta is
much more dangerous and even though masks aren't perfect, we owe it to our children to
protect them with the only defense we currently have. To see the Dallas headline "you will

8/14/2021 6:38 AM
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have to wait for a child to die to get a bed at our hospital" is horrifying and something I never
thought I would see in my 16 years as an RN. Colorado can do better! We MUST protect our
children. How this has even become a debate is completely beyond me! I have worn a mask
for years in a work setting it absolutely provides at least some level of protection and the more
who wear them the better the protection. I also find it extremely concerning that those who
have *chosen* to not get vaccinated also *choose* to not wear masks. How is potentially
exposing yourself and others to a deadly virus everywhere you go even allowed to be a
*choice*? I am baffled. Please please please help us protect our children by instating a mask
mandate. We MUST and we CAN do better.
3772

We do not support universal masking in schools.

8/14/2021 6:38 AM

3773

Masking until vaccines are available for children under 12.

8/14/2021 6:38 AM

3774

Children are more likely to die from the flu than covid. To mask them for this is child abuse!

8/14/2021 6:30 AM

3775

Masks should absolutely NOT be required for students or staff at any school. There is NO
proof that they work, but many studies that show masks worn for long periods of time are
damaging to our health. Not to mention the emotional harm of not seeing people's faces. The
survival rate for covid 19 is over 99%. We have a better chance of dying of old age than dying
of covid. Enough is enough. No more regulations and mandates! We still live in a free country!
If you want to wear a mask or get a vaccine it should be by choice, NOT mandatory! If you're
still afraid of this, stay home and let everyone else live their lives.

8/14/2021 6:29 AM

3776

Kids can do hard things. Let’s have masks worn by the unvaccinated!

8/14/2021 6:29 AM

3777

Everyone should be able to make there own choice. Nobody should be forced.

8/14/2021 6:28 AM

3778

No more masks. This is beyond out of control. No more masks, stand up for our kids this is
ridiculous.

8/14/2021 6:28 AM

3779

It is discouraging to see leaders and health officials cater more and more to the loud, angry
people opposed to wearing masks. This is a health crisis and to see our leaders be ok with a
certain number people taking up beds from Covid is upsetting. We should be thinking how we
can keep numbers down, period. The angry people are angry because they're being told what
to do, like children. We got lucky over the summer; however, more and more families will be
traveling and going to more places. Instead of trying to triage each case, it will be so much
easier to just have the mandate. Not just for officials but for people. We don't have to
remember all the little exceptions and rules; we only have to remember one thing: wear a
mask.

8/14/2021 6:27 AM

3780

I please put our kids back in masks! Protect the teachers and staff!

8/14/2021 6:27 AM

3781

For consistency & camaraderie: Masking can only help. Unmask can only hurt.

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

3782

Please have our children's safety in mind when you make a decision and don't make a political
decision

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

3783

Kids under the age of 12 haven’t yet had the chance to be vaccinated. Masks protect others,
but not the mask wearers and the majority of students choose not to wear masks. It’s unfair to
those students who wish to not get sick. Those older than 12 have been given the opportunity
to be vaccinated. Let them make their own choice, but protect those who haven’t had a choice.

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

3784

Please don’t require those who are vaccinated to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

3785

Let schools make their choices, unless State mandated! Children need to learn from
expression and see their teachers and friends smiling faces more!

8/14/2021 6:26 AM

3786

Teachers have access to vaccines. Students over 12 have access to vaccines. I would ask
that there be no mask requirements for populations that have access to the vaccine. It is time
that we consider the impact on immune systems and mental health from the isolation and
mask wearing. This virus isn’t going away and the most vulnerable have access to
vaccinations. Science shows that children are minimally impacted by the virus and parents
can always elect to have their kids wear masks. It is time for the mandates to end.

8/14/2021 6:24 AM

3787

Until kids are allowed the choice to be vaccinated we should be protecting them. The whole
“masks should be a choice” is an argument ridiculous. You’re choice is affecting other people.
The kids don’t mind wearing a mask. And are we willing to take this risk of not wearing a mask

8/14/2021 6:23 AM
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and a child dies from this? To me that alone is worth everyone being in masks until kids are
allowed to be vaccinated.
3788

Please require the covid-19 vaccination to attend public school. If students are ineligible /
unable to get the vaccine, please require the unvaccinated to wear masks in public schools.
People who have been vaccinated should be allowed to choose if they wear a mask. But any
unvaccinated student / teacher / admin must wear a mask to protect themselves. Your options
in question #4 are incomplete as there needs to be exemption for the vaccinated to opt out of
masking. Do not punish students /teachers who have done the right thing by getting
vaccinated. The only acceptable mandate for mask-wearing should be for elementary schools
only.

8/14/2021 6:20 AM

3789

Our school did really well last year by children and staff wearing masks. Delta can spread in
vaccinated and unvaccinated people. Wearing masks will keep schools open. Wearing masks
does not hurt children but will only help keep schools open. There is no reason to not save
lives and wear masks.

8/14/2021 6:18 AM

3790

We need to go back to mask

8/14/2021 6:16 AM

3791

Masks are not effective for the slowing or stopping the spread of COvid19 in children. In fact,
because kids play with their masks so much it is more than likely a tactic that will spread the
virus at a faster rate. My friends that are teachers have told me how much kids are fidgeting,
chewing on and playing with their masks which is only spreading the germs.

8/14/2021 6:15 AM

3792

I support vaccination of all kids. Those that refuse vaccination should be required to wear
specific masks that are scientifically proven to prevent viral particles from passing through.
The masks that people wear in general are not scientifically proven to prevent spread of viral
particles and most people don’t even wear them correctly and pull them down to be able to be
heard during conversations. Masking is in essence a political “feel good” perception policy that
is ineffective with the types of masks people wear and how they wear them. To be effective
specific high end masks would need to be required and all students wearing them would need
to be trained on their use and monitored constantly to ensure compliance. Without that it’s all
perception and ineffective.

8/14/2021 6:14 AM

3793

Masks are completely futile. This is getting ridiculous.

8/14/2021 6:14 AM

3794

Please give parents the right to decide what’s best for their family.

8/14/2021 6:14 AM

3795

I consider putting a mask on my children a form of child abuse. Not only do we know masks
don’t work in stopping the spread but It has also been proven that masks retain harmful
bacteria and pathogens that people and children continually breathe in all day. I do not support
a mask mandate on children and good luck to the “mask police” trying to keep them on my 5
year old and 2 year olds face all day.

8/14/2021 6:13 AM

3796

I feel that masks are the decision that parents should make, not government, health or
education entities. I strongly believe masks on children cause more harm (physically and
mentally) than any benefit that may be obtained. Benefits of mask wearing can not definitively
be identified, whereas numerous studies show both physical and mental harm. If a parent is
apprehensive about a cohort not wearing mask offer zoom education.

8/14/2021 6:12 AM

3797

If you want to mask up, do it! I don’t think we should force anyone to wear a mask that doesn’t
want or need to. I prefer to leave the mask decisions up to the families and let them decide. I
won’t force not wearing a mask on anyone and they in turn should not force me to wear one.

8/14/2021 6:11 AM

3798

Thank you for taking comments. E we have seen the effectiveness of masks over the 20202021 school year. I feel the science shows that it would be a prudent move to move to masks
again. Thank you!

8/14/2021 6:06 AM

3799

Make masks mandatory for kids In school!

8/14/2021 6:05 AM

3800

The science is very simple, masks work. Please, please order all schools, all grades, to
require masks. My child’s school, American Academy, likes to politicize these issues and last
year allowed 12 and under to not wear masks. The number of outbreaks in the school was
ridiculous. I can only imagine what will happen with this more contagious strain.

8/14/2021 6:05 AM

3801

NO masks. According to TChD data since the beginning or 18 months ago, only ONE child
under 18 has died of covid in Douglas county. Only 9 totally across all three counties. That is
.04% of all deaths. No not of the population, of all deaths. The rate of suicide is way higher. If
this is really a public health concern to save lives, you will not recommend mask mandates.

8/14/2021 6:04 AM
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3802

Please do not subject students again to wearing masks. The science doesn’t support that it
helps at all with protecting anyone from Covid 19. Many students and employees have been
vaccinated and many have already contracted the illness without symptoms and have
recovered. We can’t just continue to wear masks with a false sense of security with each new
variation strain that exhibits. What it does do is alienate students and provides an unhealthy
breathing environment for a masked student and it disrupts normal social behavior.

8/14/2021 6:03 AM

3803

Its abusive and inhibits learning. We also don’t fully know the psychological long term affects
of kuds wearing masks. It’s wrong and helps no one!

8/14/2021 6:03 AM

3804

Masking children has been so incredibly Detrimental To their wellness (physically and
emotionally). Children need to see hear and understand Human interactions ability to
communicate freely and to advocate for their rights.

8/14/2021 6:03 AM

3805

We absolutely should be mandating children to wear masks in school. We’re in a public health
crisis and most elementary children are not old enough to be eligible for the vaccine. Delta
variant is clearly not taking it easy on the unvaccinated. Our children are safer with masks on.
Moreover, having personally known someone vaccinated that was still infected, a 2 tiered
approach of vaccinating those who can be, along with masks for everyone should go a long
way to preventing spread.

8/14/2021 6:02 AM

3806

Our children are used to the mask, they have been wearing them for over a year without any
issues. Please mandate masks or we will have to shut down schools within a month. The delta
variant spreads easily and many teachers are not vaccinated. Masks will not only protect our
kids, but will protect our teacher, staff and help curb the spread in the community.

8/14/2021 5:56 AM

3807

Please leave the choice to each individual family about masking. We should not be bullied or
pressured into a full mask mandate to cater to a certain population. Freedom of choice.

8/14/2021 5:53 AM

3808

My children are acctually excited this year for a mask free normal year. Mask are bad for their
mental health. Just another thing my daughter that is in a back brace 20 hrs a day has to worry
about . If someone wants their child to wear a mask then they can do so.

8/14/2021 5:47 AM

3809

Mask mandate for HS kids until vaccination is mandatory

8/14/2021 5:44 AM

3810

Exposure already less than a week into school. My twins now may get covid because they
arent vaccinated and most kids aren't wearing masks, mine are. We are trying to put kids in
cherry creek if dcsd does not move forward with mask requirements. Kids need to be in school
and as safe as possible. My twins wear masks but less than a 1/3 wear them in their classes.
The risk of spreading delta is too high.

8/14/2021 5:44 AM

3811

I think families should have the freedom to choose whether to mask their children or not.

8/14/2021 5:41 AM

3812

I do NOT feel like my 5 year old needs to be in a mask all day.

8/14/2021 5:30 AM

3813

I decided to send my kids back to school based on the guidelines set by the school board
before school began. We are only one week in and already people want this to change. That is
unfair and unnecessary. Masks should be an individual preference. There is no data supporting
any benefit to kids wearing masks in schools, while there is a lot of proof of negative side
effects. This is not a one size fits all situation. Please stick to the original plan laid out and let
parents and students decide what is best for them.

8/14/2021 5:25 AM

3814

Pleae have mask mandate

8/14/2021 5:22 AM

3815

No mandate. Last year worked best. Don’t be forced when cohorts worked wonders. Keep
these kids in school. Reduce their fear of this. Please no mask mandate

8/14/2021 5:21 AM

3816

What I want most is the kids to be in school and safe and the best way to do this is to follow
the CDC guidance given the ever-changing conditions with covid. Nobody likes masks but if a
small inconvenience means our kids can stay in school where they learn best and offer some
protection, I think it is an easy and obvious choice to make with facts and data and not with
emotion.

8/14/2021 5:20 AM

3817

Masking in closed settings, like classrooms, is essential

8/14/2021 5:18 AM

3818

Masks should be optional

8/14/2021 5:12 AM

3819

Hi, I do NOT support mask wearing in schools for several reasons. If you look at the data from
schools all over where masks were mandated and where they were not, there is absolutely NO

8/14/2021 5:11 AM

1270 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
difference in COVID cases in either circumstance. This just goes to show the fact that these
virus particles are too small to be stopped by any masks. Furthermore, I find that these masks
are nothing but a distraction from school and the studies that these children should be worrying
about. They constantly are being touched and moved up and down. This deems them unclean
and may spread other germs more. I also do not think that the teachers need this stress either.
To have to mandate these children to wear a mask all day is taxing on the student and the
teacher. It again detracts from the point of school which is to teach and learn. My daughter, for
example, was yelled at in front of her peers by a teacher screaming profanities at her to keep
her mask up. This is not ok! There is no reason my daughter needs to be cussed at because
her mask keeps falling down because she is trying to concentrate on her work. There is also
no reason why we should be putting these stresses on our teachers to be in charge of keeping
up with the masks, as this teacher was clearly just fed up with having to do so and lost his
patience. Another example as to why they are not effective, I had a preschool aged child that
was required to wear a mask to school, he would come home and the mask would be drenched
with saliva because he would chew on it all day. This is not sanitary at all. Not to mention the
fact that these children are the least affected by the actual virus, however, they have had the
most things taken away or altered in their lives. It is NOT fair! We have to look at the whole
picture. Sometimes the psyche and well being of all of our children as a whole is much more
important than a mask mandate, or taking away their chance to go to school in person or
anything else. Let them be children and go to school like normal with NO masks!
3820

Beyond just schools, while virus transmission is this high - we should absolutely have an
indoor mask mandate COUNTY-WIDE. To not do so is completely irresponsible. Ignore the
clueless Douglas County commissioners and their silly anti-mask stand. They simply parrot
what their partisan idols tell them to say. Pathetic.

8/14/2021 5:08 AM

3821

Please protect our children who are not eligible to get the vaccine yet and require mandatory
masking in schools for all kids K-6th.

8/14/2021 5:05 AM

3822

DO NOT REQUIRE THESE CHILDREN TO WEAR A MASK !!! If you’re uncomfortable then
wear one. Please give parents the right to choose .

8/14/2021 4:59 AM

3823

This is America! Parents should have the right to decide if they mask or not.

8/14/2021 4:56 AM

3824

Thank you for taking time to listen. My family and I took every precaution early from the
beginning & up till summer until 4 out of 5 of us were vaccinated,we have 2 sets of elderly
parents & 3 boys. We are all vaccinated and we had covid back in march. Thankfully it was
not a rough go. We have done our part and it was a struggle of a year last yr. I would rather
require proof of vaccinations then put these kids back in masks. Have you been on a school
campus and seen kids smiling? It is sooo good for them!!! As a family from the very beginning
I’ve had to access risks and decide what we do, we made tough decisions that took courage,
this is no different. I look at #’s of deaths and hospitalizations in healthy vaccinated individuals
& the percent is minuscule and a risk less then suicide, auto accidents, the list goes on. My
family & I deserve to assume that risk and not wear a mask if we choose.. DCSD has many
bldgs maybe you designate ones that will wear masks, ones that require proof of vaccine. . Do
I think it’s probably best for those unvaccinated to mask, yes plus it requires a lot of courage, I
remember from when I was only one wearing it but now I’ve done my part my kids and I have
the courage and fundamental need for a normal school year. My 2nd grader told me, if he is
required to wear a mask all day at school again he wants to stay home and learn or go where
they are not required. He deserves an option to go to school with out a mask. Please give him
that option!!!

8/14/2021 4:54 AM

3825

I ask the health department to please consider the health of all our children and follow the
guidelines from the CDC. My children cannot yet get vaccinated. Please require masks in
schools for everyone!

8/14/2021 4:53 AM

3826

At Legend, even though CDC guidance recommends that those that are vaccinated still wear
masks indoors, especially in an environment of mixed vax/no vax populations, it’s clear the
students are not. This option of choice is making everyone choose not to. My son started with
a mask, but was made fun of. Yes, he should have stood his ground, but he’s a teenager in a
teenager world where peer approval is king. Please mandate masks so that safety can prevent
illness! It’s such a small inconvenience to wear a mask.

8/14/2021 4:52 AM

3827

Schools needs to focus on learning and catching these kids up from the past two years of
mediocre learning. Bringing masks back make the school year about the pandemic and
politics, not education. At this point, masks should be a choice.

8/14/2021 4:48 AM
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3828

Please need the ability to chose to wear and mask or not wear a mask. There is a choice now
to get the vaccine, which is good. Leave it at that.

8/14/2021 4:38 AM

3829

We were asked to commit to having our kids enroll either online or in-person for the full school
year, before understanding the mitigation factors had changed. The current lack of masking
was not disclosed prior to our commitment to attend in-person. My daughter is
immunocompromised, and my son is too young to be vaccinated, and due to this lack of
precaution they are risking their health to fulfill this required attendance commitment. There
was no meeting of the minds in this agreement. There is no protection for my children. We
were also promised that staff would be masked, that groups would remain small, and distance
would be utilized. This isn’t even happening. The second day of school, 87 5th graders were
packed into one room for over an hour. There have been no masks on the staff members. No
distancing. Everything we were promised from the last dcsd board meeting has been
inaccurate, further eroding our trust in the district to keep our kids safe. We can’t send peanut
butter to school to appropriately not risk the health or those with peanut allergies, However,
those unable to be vaccinated (<11) and high risk students have to put their health on the line
each day to attend school and have some normalcy in their lives. I am also greatly concerned
by the lack of scientific evidence in the decision to allow masks to be optional. Since it is so
vital for our kid’s mental health to remain in school then help us keep our kids in school with
basic understanding of the bare minimum mitigation strategies (mask wearing). Kids also like
to fit in and can make impulsive decisions, thus parents now have very limited control in
assuring their children’s protection at school, since no adult is supervising the parent’s
decision to have their children wear masks at school. We are not able to keep them safe. This
is not acceptable. Class action lawsuits are popping up all over the country due to lack of
mask mandates in schools, following large outbreaks. If the safety of the students and
teachers aren’t enough, then the financial liability should be more than enough motivation to
change our schools mask policies. And if people are hung up on “freedoms”, then perhaps we
should start bringing in peanut butter or having our dogs on school property when picking up
kids-disregarding the few students health this might negatively impact. If my children doesn’t
get the “freedom” to bring a pb&j then the same logic should apply to masks and protecting our
vulnerable students and families. I am genuinely begging you, please help us keep our kids
and high risk families safe. Thank you for your time.

8/14/2021 4:36 AM

3830

This is hindering children emotionally and socially.

8/14/2021 4:32 AM

3831

I support the scientific data that children should not be wearing masks.

8/14/2021 4:26 AM

3832

I am opposed to masking our children in school there is no science to support masks work and
can be doing harm in the long run.

8/14/2021 3:46 AM

3833

How are we even debating whether or not to protect the lives of 12 and under? Safeguarding
their lives is literally our only job. I’m sorry for the hell you’re being put through. I beg of you to
please protect our children whose only way to be safeguarded is by adults willing to do hard
things. You are their only hope. Please don’t doom them to daily exposure, continued
quarantines, and doom single moms to either the pain of caring for sick kids or worse, or the
pain of not being able to pay bills and work because they’re being constantly sent home.
Please protect us the way only you can.

8/14/2021 3:37 AM

3834

My younger kids attend DCS Montessori snd have a mask mandate. I am grateful for their
safety and the precautions taken at that school. My 11 year old is exposed to a mask less
population at Sagewood that is barely 50% vaccinated…I worry for her safety. I hope a
mandate is put in place so there isn’t a large breakout affecting many students in the school—
specially those UNABLE to be vaccinated bc if age.

8/14/2021 3:18 AM

3835

Please reconsider a mask mandate in and indoor setting. At the very least, for all staff and
students not fully vaccinated. We’d like to keep our kids in school.

8/14/2021 3:09 AM

3836

Our family supports mandatory masking for all in school activities, especially in Elementary
school where the children are too young to be vaccinated. My 10 year old son needed to
quarantine after testing postive for Covid19 on Wed (the 3rd day of the new school year.) We
are pretty convinced that he caught it at his school’s meet and greet the week prior. There is a
large enough group of science denying parents in our county that we do not trust parents are
doing what’s suggested by the CDC to keep our community safe. A mask mandate and
enhanced in school safety protocols would ensure that we follow the science and we work as a
community to get past this pandemic faster.

8/14/2021 2:52 AM

3837

As a mom who has a new kindergartener, a 3 year old and pregnant with a third, masking

8/14/2021 2:33 AM

1272 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
would not only better protect our child in school but our whole family, when younger children
are not able to get vaccinated and pregnant women are at an increased risk of a Covid
complications. I’m addition, the “strongly recommended” suggestion of masks is not motivating
other parents to send their children to school in masks as my child is in a very small minority
of children wearing a mask in the classroom.
3838

Douglas County School District must stop denying science and start following CDC and AAP
guidance regarding universal masking in schools. Our children are at risk. It is imperative that
we put emotion aside and do our duty to protect our most vulnerable — especially those who
have not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 2:31 AM

3839

Hello and thank you for considering my comments. Our family has always felt fortunate to live
and learn in Douglas County. The following are our thoughts on mandated masking: 1.
Protection for those unable to vaccinate: The only demographic currently unable to vaccinate
is children under 12. The statistics regarding covid illness in that demographic show that
severe illness in this group is exceedingly rare and typically affects those with significant
underlying conditions. Severe illness in this age group caused by non covid viruses is far
higher. 2. Secondary spread: Other individuals who might catch covid from a child are eligible
for vaccination. If those individuals who are in contact with ineligible children have chosen not
to be vaccinated, they are at risk from severe covid illness in general, and not just because of
exposure to a child. Statistics show that those individuals who are vaccinated are well
protected from severe illness and death. Moreover, we have a high rate of vaccination in
Douglas County. 3. Fewer quarantines: Since the risk of severe illness in children is low,
quarantines should not be necessary. Children with other illnesses (ie flu) or their contacts
have never been quarantined. The rule should simply be that symptomatic students or those
who test positive are required to stay home. 4. Bullying: There is an epidemic of bullying. Both
of my children have been bullied at one time or another and little has been done about it.
Bullying will occur with or without masks and should be addressed at its ROOT causes.
Forcing everyone to mask for this reason is like negotiating with a terrorist. Bullying should not
be tolerated. Perhaps this issue will provide an opportunity for our schools to address bullying
head-on. For our family, this is not a political issue. We have been vaccinated and dutifully
wore masks when required. My children have suffered many significant harms during the past
18 months. Masking all day in school is a significant harm for them. They find it difficult to
breathe and they cry that they cannot see their friend's faces. Masks are a constant reminder
that they are in danger or that they are dangerous - and this is detrimental to their mental
health. Children have born the brunt of this pandemic when they are only at minimal risk of
illness and we are only beginning to see the fall-out from it. Our school district is charged with
caring for its students - their well being should be paramount. Masks are recommended and
those who feel the need to are already wearing them. Based on the low numbers of children
wearing masks at our elementary school, I would conclude that a vast MINORITY of families
are in favor of masking. During the early stages of the pandemic, we were ignorant about the
nature of covid and it made more sense to require masks. It is now clear that children are not
at significant risk and we should not force them to suffer anymore than they already have.
Public schools in Douglas County and all over the country have lost students over covid
restrictions. We personally know families who changed schools or kept their children at home
due to masking requirements. We also know families at private and charter schools who were
never required to mask. This presents equity/fairness issues. We need to protect our kids from
real threats like this. They are suffering far more in other ways than they would from covid.
Please put things into perspective and consider the OVERALL health of your students. Thank
you.

8/14/2021 2:02 AM

3840

Elementary kids do not wear the masks effectively enough to make the mandate effective. It
also really impedes their learning at that age.

8/14/2021 1:40 AM

3841

Covid poses almost no risk to our kids at all. 4.2 million children have tested positive. 008%
have died. 480 children died from the flu in 2018-2019 more then have died of Covid in a year
and a half. Masks are child abuse.

8/14/2021 1:34 AM

3842

Please listen to the science. We want our schools open to our children. The only way to do
this safely is to listen to the AAP and CDC and implement mitigation strategies to keep
students and staff safe and stop the spread of covid. Our kids need to be in school and adults
need to do our part by putting measures in place to protect their health. Take a look at south
Florida: their pediatric hospitals are at capacity with children hospitalized with covid due to
irresponsible practices. Follow the guidelines of scientists: children 2+ and adults regardless of
vaccination status need facial coverings to stop the spread of covid and provide a safe
environment for learning. Is it inconvenient? Yes! Is it unfortunate for children still learning

8/14/2021 1:31 AM
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speech and pronunciation? Absolutely! But a little square over your nose and mouth sure beats
a hospital bed or a box six feet under. Do the right thing and protect our children so they can
learn in a safe environment.
3843

When are we going to start caring about student mental health and development? Is it not
healthy in any way to force anyone to be masked for long periods of time. Most of all these
children are not learning how to grow and interact with other people. We are teaching them to
hide themselves and to not connect with others. I am a teacher and I first hand have seen
more students depressed, disconnected and failing more than ever before. This needs to stop!
Those who are vaccinated shouldn’t have to wear a mask. A mask should be a choice!

8/14/2021 1:26 AM

3844

Masks largely impede the ability to learn & hear what the teachers are saying. I have a hearing
impairment and it’s impossible trying to understand people through masks & plexiglass. Trying
to expect kids to understand new & difficult subjects through masks is absurd. Not to mention
it’s dehumanizing our teachers & kids. They cannot communicate effectively through auditory
& visual cues when the face is covered in a mask. Masks are unhealthy, breading ground of
germs & bacteria. Many studies have shown test of up to 80 types of bacteria, fungi,
pathogens are on a single mask after a full day of mask wearing My daughter ended up with
chronic cough every few weeks from constant mask wearing 8-12 hours/day with school &
sports. Constant mask wearing is making people sick.

8/14/2021 1:05 AM

3845

How can you not mandate masks when elementary school kids can’t be vaccinated?? Pure
stupidity and cruel to fail to protect vulnerable kids, especially those with preexisting health
conditions.

8/14/2021 1:03 AM

3846

No masks, please

8/14/2021 1:02 AM

3847

Covid variants can still spread and mutate, especially within unvaccinated populations, and so
until children can be vaccinated and variants have been stopped, masks should be worn in
schools

8/14/2021 12:50 AM

3848

As a healthcare professional, I cannot understand why this is even being considered for young
people who have a miniscule risk of contacting or spreading this illness. The education of our
children should be the concern of our school board, nothing more. If you are concerned about
the health of the children in this school district then I suggest focusing on the decline of their
mental health after all of the lockdown and masking measures instituted last year. There is no
medically substantiated reason to mask our children. I strongly encourage you to vote NO on
masks so the children of our district can get back to normal.

8/14/2021 12:50 AM

3849

Science, CDC and Dr. Fauci all say the same thing MASK DONT WORK!!! ESPECIALLY FOR
COVID

8/14/2021 12:42 AM

3850

Unmask our kids. What more can we say??

8/14/2021 12:42 AM

3851

Virtually all of the children in elementary school are too young to be vaccinated so masks are
the most reliable way to keep them safe while keeping them learning in an in-person
environment. Please enforce universal masking to maximize the chances of keeping our kids
in school and healthy this school year, at least until they can be vaccinated.

8/14/2021 12:36 AM

3852

It’s ridiculous and child abuse to make our kids keep wearing these masks. there is no
Science that says that a piece of cloth helps you or stops you from passing the virus .
everybody needs to stop trying to control and raise our kids for us. We will decide what’s best
for them. If we are this worried about a spread then the state should just be shut down and
everyone be required to shelter in place. For the good of everyone’s health of course. I have
worked throughout this event with 0 issues and wore a mask only when absolutely necessary.
so wile it for sure has caused issues with certain demographic ,I don’t think the kids are one of
them.

8/14/2021 12:35 AM

3853

Children should be uninhabited or distracted from learning, communicating, or playing with
other children. Its all apart of healthy development. Stop the restrictions on children, let them
be children. The health risk is minimal. Get the teachers vaccinated.

8/14/2021 12:35 AM

3854

Mask is required but why in schools only??? I do not support kids to wear mask all the time it
will suffocate them.

8/14/2021 12:33 AM

3855

Masking is not healthy for our kids. Facial expressions are important for human connection,
especially for kids. Masks cause discomfort, are a distraction from learning, and can heighten
acne and skin issues, among other things.

8/14/2021 12:33 AM
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3856

Please do not require our students to wear masks. Their mental health is at stake!! Far too
much communication is missed altogether or misinterpreted when only the eyes can be seen.
Teachers and students are muffled when teaching/learning, thus, making learning very difficult.
Please do not mask our students for a whole second year!!!

8/14/2021 12:30 AM

3857

Mask wearing is the single most effective means of preventing the spread of covid-19.
Combined with vaccination it is the most sensible path to beating covid-19. If the schools can
enforce every other dress code regulation without repercussion from parents, then a mask
mandate is not only the most ethical action the schools can take, it is also easiest.

8/14/2021 12:29 AM

3858

No masks please

8/14/2021 12:28 AM

3859

Masks should be a matter of choice for both students and staff! NO MANDATES!

8/14/2021 12:20 AM

3860

As the parent of a preschooler in Douglas County, I am very concerned that a mask mandate
in public schools has not been established for the 2021/2022 school year. While I know that
children typically experience fewer symptoms and often have less serious cases of Covid-19,
that does not mean serious cases do not occur. The Delta variant is ripping through the
unvaccinated leaving those under 12 as the most susceptible group (outside of anti-vaxxers
who have made their own choices) with no ability to protect themselves other than masks.
How many outbreaks do schools need to see before actual mandates are put in place to
protect the most vulnerable of us? Cases in Douglas, Arapahoe, and Adams are all on the
upswing even prior to school openings. I implore you to please reconsider mandating masks in
schools similar to what is recommended by the CDC and the AAP.

8/14/2021 12:16 AM

3861

Masks are essential right now for unvaccinated children. We cannot allow the stubbornness
and politicization of public health by uninformed citizenry to endanger our public schools.

8/14/2021 12:14 AM

3862

The statistics show that the percentage of serious illness tied to Covid in children is such a
small number… it’s overkill to force mandatory masking.

8/14/2021 12:13 AM

3863

We are a family of physicians. Please believe and adhere to science rather than petty politics.
• Per the CDC web page, “Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC
recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and
visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.” My daughter is 8 years old. She is
not yet eligible for vaccination against COVID. None of the kids younger than age 12 are
eligible for vaccination against COVID. They remain completely unprotected. The best risk
reduction for these at-risk young children is universal masking. It’s a small inconvenience to
wear a mask, to Qprotect young lives. Please heed the recommendations of the CDC. Let’s
keep our kids safe, so that they may continue in-person learning. The American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends: (aap.org) • “All eligible individuals should receive the COVID-19
vaccine. o It may become necessary for schools to collect COVID-19 vaccine information of
staff and students and for schools to require COVID-19 vaccination for in-person learning. o
Adequate and timely COVID-19 vaccination resources for the whole school community must
be available and accessible. • All students older than 2 years and all school staff should wear
face masks at school (unless medical or developmental conditions prohibit use). o The AAP
recommends universal masking in school at this time for the following reasons: o a significant
portion of the student population is not eligible for vaccination o protection of unvaccinated
students from COVID-19 and to reduce transmission ▪ lack of a system to monitor vaccine
status among students, teachers and staff o potential difficulty in monitoring or enforcing mask
policies for those who are not vaccinated; in the absence of schools being able to conduct this
monitoring, universal masking is the best and most effective strategy to create consisent
messages, expectations, enforcement, and compliance without the added burden of needing to
monitor vaccination status o possibility of low vaccination uptake within the surrounding school
community o continued concerns for variants that are more easily spread among children,
adolescents, and adults • An added benefit of universal masking is protection of students and
staff against other respiratory illnesses that would take time away from school.

8/14/2021 12:11 AM

3864

Parents can and will make decisions about whether their children will wear masks. Youth are at
a low risk of infection, but at a high risk of social development issues due to masks covering
their faces.

8/14/2021 12:07 AM

3865

I believe we have a responsibility to protect our children under the age of 12 who are not
eligible to get vaccinated with proven method of universal masking.

8/14/2021 12:07 AM

3866

Please, for the safety of our children, teachers and staff, require a mask mandate for all those
in schools.

8/14/2021 12:06 AM

1275 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
3867

I strongly believe student facing staff who are not fully vaccinated should have to wear masks.

8/14/2021 12:06 AM

3868

Some children are fine wearing a mask, but others struggle. Those who have myopia can have
difficulty seeing because the mask fogs their glasses. Masks can cause severe acne and
other skin problems. The discomfort of a mask distracts some children from learning. By
increasing airway resistance during exhalation, masks can lead to increased levels of carbon
dioxide in the blood. And masks can be vectors for pathogens if they become moist or are
used for too long. The possible psychological harm of widespread masking is an even greater
worry. Facial expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for young children, who
are only learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes
these nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and emotionless
interactions, anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic
development. It is especially important for children with disabilities such as hearing
impairment.

8/14/2021 12:05 AM

3869

Masks are proven to prevent the spread of COVID. Until vaccines can be given to children,
they need to be protected with masks. Please don’t make this political- follow other districts’
lead by using science to protect children.

8/14/2021 12:03 AM

3870

I'm sorry that we are having to face this. In losing a close person to Covid, I realized masks do
not protect you. I am for choice. Let those who feel more protected where them. Thank you for
your time!

8/14/2021 12:03 AM

3871

Please protect those that are most vulnerable with universal masking so our kids can stay in
person.

8/13/2021 11:59 PM

3872

My husband and I are both physicians and are very concerned that universal masking has not
been issued for our children ages 9 and 5 who are unable to be vaccinated. They attend a
charter school, American Academy, who is not mandating masking. As physicians there is no
doubt in our minds that children and subsequently their families, friends and communities will
benefit from universal masking. It will keep our children able to attend in person schooling
safely. Both the CDC and AAP have recommended universal masking indoors inside schools
with those aged 11 and younger. Please, we beg you to consider this to protect our most
vulnerable young ones, who are unable to be vaccinated or advocate for themselves at this
time. It is our duty as adults, parents, educators, scientists, to protect them to the fullest
ability.

8/13/2021 11:59 PM

3873

Science does NOT support masking!! Please consider all of the mental health issues, as well!!
Let families CHOOSE!!

8/13/2021 11:54 PM

3874

Kids should not be in masks! They are behind academically and need a return to normal
school routines and procedures!!! They need to see their teachers’ and classmates’ faces and
expressions. They need to be able to hear clearly in order to learn and interact. My own
children have had very concerning mental health issues due to mask wearing and fear
mongering! My freshman even had suicidal thoughts that had never entered her mind until
this!!!!! Masks do more harm than good. The paper and cloth masks kids are wearing are full
of bacteria, dirt and germs which they breathe in all day long!!!! Keep our kids out of masks.
Our bodies, our choice!

8/13/2021 11:54 PM

3875

The negative impact a mask mandate will have on our children of any age far outweighs the
benefits. One thing that really stood out to me in the reasons listed for the rationale behind a
mandate was the comment about reducing mental stress due to the bullying of mask wearers.
This seems like an absurd reason to mandate mask wearing. Though I appreciate the concern
being shown for the health of our school families, I strongly oppose a mask mandate. I feel so
strongly about this topic that if a mask mandate is put in place, I will pull my kids out of in
person learning and we will do another at home option. I am not stating this as a threat, but
rather simply as a fact.

8/13/2021 11:54 PM

3876

Please follow the scientific evidence to keep our students in schools and decrease there
health risk by mandating masks. Please do not allow the loud parents that are not putting our
children’s safety first to bully you into a decision that is not aligned with evidence.

8/13/2021 11:53 PM

3877

AAP and CDC recommend universal masking for schools regardless of vaccination status. It
is the only way to protect those under 12 who are not eligible to get a vaccine.

8/13/2021 11:52 PM

3878

Please do not go backwards our kids suffered enough last year. Let’s move forward and
upward.

8/13/2021 11:51 PM
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3879

Please don’t mandate masks. Let it be a choice for what’s best for each individual family.

8/13/2021 11:50 PM

3880

This survey leaves out the option to make mask wearing optional in a school setting. Why is
that?? I support the idea that people can wear a mask if they so choose and no masks for
those that choose…everyone takes a risk. If a staff or parents child wants to wear a mask,
then allow them to. The problem with forcing masks is that most don’t where it properly for an
extended period of time and end up exposing themselves anyways. When eating, whether
snacks or lunch you don’t have a mask on. All of American Academy campuses were in
person last year and all wore masks…it was really hard on everyone. To require more school
with daily mask wearing will be so tough and still will continue the mental health stress,
physical stress and anxiety for all those having to constantly tell people to keep masks on and
for those constantly being told to wear masks. My child was stressed and I know the staff was
stressed with that added factor to discipline and focus on. It was exhausting!!! We need to
look at ALL aspects not just Covid. Covid is going to be around for a long time. What is the
right thing long term for mental health, physical stress, work stress and anxiety. Just give
people the option in schools. If people are that concerned, they can leave their kids at home
and find another school option, homeschool or something else. Plus, so many people in our
school have been vaccinated including 12+. Certain schools should have options based on
vaccine rate.

8/13/2021 11:50 PM

3881

No mask mandate. This virus is NOT dangerous to kids and they are not masked away from
the school anyway.. Masks should be optional.

8/13/2021 11:44 PM

3882

The only science that has been consistent and has never wavered is that children are not in
any way significantly impacted by covid, nor do they impact others. It is a fact that our
children are more likely to die in a car accident, pedestrian accident, drowning, even lightning,
then that are covid. If your decision is based off of science and what we know is best for kids,
you will not mandate masks. If you do, then we know this is purely political and has nothing to
do with the health and well-being of our kids.

8/13/2021 11:41 PM

3883

My daughter is a 4th grade student in Douglas County. I am outraged and seriously worried
that my child could get COVID-19 and be hospitalized because health officials have yet to
mandate a mask order in schools. The CDC has given guidance in support or masks, the
American Pediatric Association has said the same and even Dr Douglas has urged masks be
worn in school. Protect our children. No child deserves to die because of a politicized
community stance. The evidence is clear, common sense of what we MUST do is paramount.
Masks saves lives and schools must do what we need to protect our children from being in
ventilators, in the ICU, death or the very least we must prevent community spread. I am utterly
disappointed beyond words in my health officials for not taking action. From a desperate
mother trying to protect her child, please mandate masks in schools. It needs to be done now
and it needs to be taken seriously. Please protect our children.

8/13/2021 11:38 PM

3884

I am against masking in schools

8/13/2021 11:38 PM

3885

If you believe masks “work”, then have your child wear a mask. If you don’t want your child to
wear a mask, then don’t send them with a mask. This is not a difficult concept. Masks have
been studied for decades, and until 2020 they all had the same conclusion; they prevent the
wearer from spewing droplets out into the near environment, but they don’t prevent the spread
of respiratory infection. Unfortunately, there is a large difference between containing droplets
(they do), and preventing infection (they don’t). In conclusion, if you think your child will be
better off by wearing a mask, send the child with a mask, or two, maybe even three if you
think that is the way to go. I don’t care. What I DO care about is when you try to force me and
my children to bend to your will. I can live very comfortably with whatever choice other parents
make for them and their children; is it too much for me to ask that the same attitude be
granted to me and my family?

8/13/2021 11:37 PM

3886

There is no data on masks preventing spread of covid

8/13/2021 11:37 PM

3887

A mask mandate for young children would be more restrictive than the governor’s orders last
year, despite lower case and hospitalization rates. This is not warranted given extraordinarily
low severe illness and transmission in young children. We risk harming education for the
unscientific fears of parents who likely have the luxury of staying at home anyway. It is time
for those of us who choose the efficacy of vaccination for adults who want it and recognize the
imperceptible risk to children to return to normalcy.

8/13/2021 11:33 PM

3888

My kids did not do well with the masks. My son made comments like "covid ruined my life".

8/13/2021 11:32 PM

1277 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
3889

All students and staff, regardless of vaccination status, need to be wearing masks while
indoors in school. Only masking 11 and under will not deter Covid from continuing to spread
like wildfire through our barely vaccinated teen population. Additionally, vaccinated staff and
students can still transmit the virus. If a mask mandate does not includes ages 12 through
adult, the virus will continue to develop a stronger foothold in our community. We need every
tool we can use to slow the spread and keep these kids in school. Our kids cannot afford to
lose any more traditional school days. Remote and virtual learning does not come close to
substituting for the in-person class learning environment. As a former teacher and current mom
of 3 students, I implore you to mandate masks in all of our schools in the Tri-County Health
jurisdiction.

8/13/2021 11:31 PM

3890

Children are sent to school to learn, not only for their education but to also gain the
socialization needed (especially in the younger ages). I believe it is more difficult to understand
certain body language as well as develop language in a child when they are wearing a face
covering. I have a hard time understanding what they are saying or how they are feeling
entirely. Also it can be more difficult to focus on learning or certain tasks when you might have
an uncomfortable face covering that makes it harder to breathe - especially when speaking for
lengthy periods of time. I am all for the schools being safe, but please let kids be kids and
attend school to grow and focus on what is important.

8/13/2021 11:29 PM

3891

Please follow the CDC guidelines and require indoor masking for all, especially until we can get
the children under 12 vaccinated.

8/13/2021 11:29 PM

3892

Masks should remain a personal decision for each family and not mandated. Please support
those who wish to wear them, and please also support those who do not, as everyone is trying
to do what is best for their personal situation. The risk of serious illness and death to children
from this virus is all but zero percent, excellent treatment plans have been proven wonderfully
effective if the virus is contracted, and various means of protection with current protocols are
already in place in our schools. After much personal research and reading on this subject,
consultation with our physician, and our personal experiences last school year, I have
determined that the social, psychological, and physical detriment masks cause to children far
outweigh the benefits of the minimal protection and prevention of the spread of infection, and
therefore face coverings should not be used. While others have drawn the opposite conclusion
based on what they know and believe, I honor their choice to do what they think is best for
their family, even if it differs from mine. I’m asking for the same. Our children desperately need
to have a normal school year without the unnecessary stress of forced compliance of face
coverings. My teenager broke down and cried when I told her the idea of face coverings in
school was back on the table, stating she just couldn’t handle school in masks all day again.
She says kids are happier, pay more attention and participate more in class, and are in much
better social and psychological health without them. Therefore, I am willing to pull my children
from public school if masks are mandated in schools, thereby removing funding to these
schools. Keep face coverings on school children optional. Honor the medical choices of what
parents believe is are best for our children.

8/13/2021 11:27 PM

3893

I am a frontline worker (RN at UCH Anshutz campus). I have been face to face not only with
the critically ill effected by covid, but also those critically ill from post-covid complications. The
Delta variant has the potential to spread like wildfire within our schools, if we do not mask
and/cohort the kids. There is not enough information/research to know how this could
potentially affect our kids in the short as well as long term…. masking is a simple proactive
way to protect our kids and staff members. We all agree that remote learning was detrimental
to our kids emotional/mental health as well as their academic success. It is a very simple ask
of our community to do our best to protect each other.

8/13/2021 11:27 PM

3894

Our students and families deserve the right to choose wearing a mask. The toll I have seen
this taking on my children and their close friends is astonishing. We have already had our kids
come to us with anxiety over going to school with masks again and likewise fear of having to
go remote again. Both of my children have fallen behind in their studies but somehow managed
to do enough to move on to the next grade. They now hate school. They are 8 and 10 and
have no desire to even go to see friends because of all the manatee and rules.

8/13/2021 11:27 PM

3895

Our children have suffered enough, the trauma they have gone through for the past two years
being in limbo has left lasting effects that WE THE PARENTS deal with, not the school board.
I walked into my child’s class this Monday for the first time in two years to hear kids laughing
and seeing their smiles because they had NO MASKS. One out of 23 students wore a mask, I
am glad they did. The parent made the CHOICE to send their child to school in a mask, I
should have the choice to not send my child to school in a mask. My choice matters just as

8/13/2021 11:25 PM
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much as theirs does. If masks come back when will it ever end? Two months from now their
will be another variant, then another and so on….. enough is enough
3896

Kids that are in elementary school deserve to see their friends faces and learn and see oral
expressions.

8/13/2021 11:24 PM

3897

My opinion is not represented by any of these multiple choice answers. I do not support
mandatory mask mandates, but I am perfectly fine with individuals who decide they and their
children are better served by wearing masks. It is a decision that should be made by
individuals and families.

8/13/2021 11:23 PM

3898

Our elementary kids are unvaccinated and vulnerable. Delta is hitting kids a harder and
vaccinated adults/kids can still spread it. Best practice per CDC is masking in schools. We
follow best practice for so many things for our kids and masking should be one of them. And 4
days into the school year and my son already has a positive contact from his 2nd grade class.
Your policies are putting us out kids at risk.

8/13/2021 11:21 PM

3899

Wearing mask will protect the person that’s wearing it and also will protect spreading to other
as well. I think people must wear masks when in indoors. Refuse to wear it at a time like this
is selfish in my opinion.

8/13/2021 11:19 PM

3900

The punishment doesn’t fit the crime. The data in support of masking is weak. Kids need to
breath and be seen. Please don’t mask our kids.

8/13/2021 11:19 PM

3901

Until our entire population is eligible for vaccination, it’s important to wear a mask for
everyone’s safety.

8/13/2021 11:18 PM

3902

Mandate mask at Douglas County School District Schools

8/13/2021 11:14 PM

3903

As a physician, I am shocked that we, as a state, are not following CDC guidelines for indoor
masking in schools. As a mother, I am terrified to send my three young, unvaccinated
daughters to school this week amongst their unmasked, unvaccinated peers during a surge of
Delta variant. My daughters’ masks can only protect them so much if others aren’t wearing
them- the data shows masks work when everyone wears them. Last year, we had multiple
instances of parents sending exposed or mildly symptomatic kids to school. With masking and
quarantined cohorts, we saw very little if any in-school transmission of covid. Transmission
was happening outside of school in unmasked gatherings and extracurricular activities.
Unfortunately, school will become the super spreader event of the Delta wave if our state,
county, and schools do not do the right thing to protect the most vulnerable unvaccinated
children of our community. Please step up and make the decision to keep our children and
school staff safe this year.

8/13/2021 11:13 PM

3904

I do not support the masking of children in general but especially not those grades 6 and
below. First of all, kids rarely wear masks properly anyways so the rate of “risk mitigation” is
low AT BEST. Secondly, what data is there to support the masking of children when the PCR
test, that was used as the foundation of this pandemic, is unable to even differentiate between
COVID and the flu? And I quote from the CDC website, “[the] CDC encourages laboratories to
consider adoption of a multiplexed method that can facilitate detection and differentiation of
SARS-CoV-2 and influenza viruses.” Meaning they encourage labs to not use the PCR test
(which is currently still being used) but instead another test that can actually tell the difference
between the flu and COVID. If the PCR test is what is being used to determine the amount of
cases we have in Douglas county, how is that data even reliable to inform the masking of our
children? There has only been one study conducted on if masks in children actually reduce
transmission and the results were INCONCLUSIVE. And if the delta variant is what we’re so
afraid of and that’s why you’re wanting to mask our kids, the statistics that have come back
from children and COVID from the UK, showed that some 99.995% of the 470,000 children in
England infected survived. I mean, that’s an incredible survival rate. The Delta variant isn’t
making kids any sicker. This is all not even the mention the countless other detrimental
emotional, psychological and mental health implications masks have on young kids. Some
people think I imposing a mask mandate on kids can’t do any harm so why not? But especially
in young children, we see that simply isn’t true. Seeing people speak is a building block of
phonetic development. Facial expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for
young children, who are only learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a
child’s face mutes these nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and
emotionless interactions, anxiety and depression. Some children are fine wearing a mask, but
others struggle. Those who wear glasses can have difficulty seeing because the mask fogs
their glasses. (This has long been a problem for medical students in the operating room.)

8/13/2021 11:13 PM
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Masks can cause severe acne and other skin problems. The discomfort of a mask distracts
some children from learning. By increasing airway resistance during exhalation, masks can
lead to increased levels of carbon dioxide in the blood. And masks can be breeding grounds for
pathogens if they become moist or are used for too long. In March, Ireland’s Department of
Health announced that it won’t require masks in schools because they “may exacerbate
anxiety or breathing difficulties for some students.” Some children compensate for such
difficulties by breathing through their mouths. Chronic and prolonged mouth breathing can alter
facial development. It is well-documented that children who mouth-breathe because adenoids
block their nasal airways can develop a mouth deformity and elongated face. So I implore you
to do your jobs and implement what is best for our kids: A learning environment free from the
inhibition, distraction, and danger of masks. Thank you.
3905

Younger children don’t wear masks the correct way, most of them chew on their mask. Making
the kids wear masks would make it harder for them to learn

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

3906

Parents should have the right to choose what is best for their children.

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

3907

While I would rather my kids not wear masks I Don’t object to them. But if you are requiring
masks you are saying they work…. Then they better not be quarantined if “exposed”

8/13/2021 11:12 PM

3908

Covid, even the Delta variant, is less dangerous for children than the flu. The adults
surrounding children have the option to get vaccinated. We are very concerned about the
negative physical effects (not getting fresh air, wearing dirty masks all day, etc) as well as the
negative mental side effects (thinking of themselves and others as filthy and germ-ridden,
isolation, depression, etc) that forced, all day mask wearing brings. I respectfully ask that you
leave the health decisions of our children to their parents, and not force a mask mandate on
our children of all ages. Thank you.

8/13/2021 11:09 PM

3909

I don’t believe masks help prevent spread of virus. Our bodies our choice. Let our kids have
normalcy.

8/13/2021 11:09 PM

3910

Masks are a mild inconvenience that has nothing to do with politics or the freedom. They are
not perfect but by far better than nothing. Better than kids getting teased for wearing a mask
as well.

8/13/2021 11:09 PM

3911

We DO NOT want our children to be masked at school. It is our choice as their parents to
make that decision. NOT YOU!

8/13/2021 11:09 PM

3912

to let students have their choice. no masks make it easier to connect with teachers and be
more comfortable with the learning environment.

8/13/2021 11:07 PM

3913

Please mask to protect our children!

8/13/2021 11:07 PM

3914

Please! No mandated masks, no quarantines ever again. March 2020 - June 2021 public
education was atrocious in every way imaginable. Please allow our kids to go back to “normal”
AT LEAST during school and NEVER allow those school restrictions again.

8/13/2021 11:06 PM

3915

I am writing today to urge you require mask in schools for all ages effective immediately until
our community can navigate though the peak of the Delta Variant. Too many communities
around the United States have chosen a laissez-faire approach to the Delta variant that has
left their health systems over burdened again, students under educated and their community’s
public health in a tenuous position. There is no reason for our counties to be included in that
cautionary tale.

8/13/2021 11:06 PM

3916

Due to the known rapid spread of the Delta variant of COVID 19, all DCSD schools should
immediately require masking of all students and staff.

8/13/2021 11:06 PM

3917

Please require masks for indoor school settings and keep our youngest safe.

8/13/2021 11:05 PM

3918

I do not agree with enforcing another mask mandate for several reasons, but most importantly
because I was hospitalized for over a week in December 2020 due to a skin infection from
wearing a mask for over 8 hours a day at work. Children should not be required to wear a
mask, at all. If a child/parent would like to wear one, that should be their choice not a choice
that is made for them by the health department or anyone else. They also make it very difficult
for children, mine included, to learn.

8/13/2021 11:05 PM

3919

Masking or not masking should be left to parents choice. There are several studies showing
masks do NOT help the spread but cause long term health problems! What happened to Our
bodies, our choice!!

8/13/2021 11:05 PM
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3920

Please give parents choice to do what we believe is best for our children.

8/13/2021 11:04 PM

3921

Require masks while COVID is prevalent, as it is now. Require vaccination when feasible
(maybe after full FDA approval, per age group?).

8/13/2021 11:04 PM

3922

My child is vaccinated and does not want to wear a mask at school. I suggested making the
vaccine mandatory just like other vaccines for public schools.

8/13/2021 11:04 PM

3923

I support universal masking as many families have students of various ages and attend
various school. Students are individually exposed and potential carriers to others. I work in a
children’s ER and we are seeing case after case of kids with COVID, vaccinated family
members that don’t wear masks. And even if one is vaccinated one can still get COVID. I
support mask wear full-time for everyone.

8/13/2021 11:03 PM

3924

A substantial portion of the student population cannot be vaccinated at this time. Let's come
together and do our part to help keep students and educators safe while ensuring schools fully
reopen for in-person learning.

8/13/2021 11:03 PM

3925

We just moved to Elizabeth, but one of my kids still attends Ponderosa High School. I will
never support the masking of children, especially in school. The job of the school district is to
educate children, not to play political games. If parents wish to mask their children, fine, but it
should be the parent’s decision. It is not up to anyone else. Now, here are a bunch of studies
on how face masks do not stop the spread of COVID, or any other viruses, for that matter:
https://www.scribd.com/document/503573509/Facemasks-in-the-COVID-19-era-A-healthhypothesis-by-Baruch-Vainshelboim#from_embed
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/5/4/e006577.long https://hennessysview.com/masks-aresymbolic-dr-fauci/?fbclid=IwAR1uLqB-YvzC_-E0ahtx0dyIwpYnXJuVbvb5GDJ4McBcnKd8YghuC6RUZM
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/65/11/1934/4068747 https://aapsonline.org/mask-facts/

8/13/2021 11:02 PM

3926

Our children need to see faces to connect with their peers and learn social queues. This is a
crucial part of their development that will be stunted by long term use of masks. Keep social
distancing as much as possible, reduce class sizes, but please don’t make children wear
masks under 11 yrs of age.

8/13/2021 11:02 PM

3927

I do not support mask mandates. I support masking for students and teachers who choose to.

8/13/2021 11:01 PM

3928

It is completely asinine that this matter is being debated at all. We have experts and officials
we elect to listen to those experts exactly because the will of the masses cannot be used to
make every decision. Society cannot function if the selfish actions of the ignorant can be
allowed to harm others. Smoking indoors is banned because the known risk to others
outweighs the personal choice of the individual. Schools, many jobs, and even some travel
require vaccines and certain health measures be taken and we're all safer for it. The pandemic
has proven to be many orders of magnitude more dangerous and deadly than smoking and
many of the diseases we get vaccines for already, but some of you continue to waffle about it
out of fear for your position, or out of fear of upsetting some Karen. Karen's "feelings" are not
more important than the health and safety of everyone else. And her "research" consisting of
Youtube videos and Q Anon Facebook groups is why she's not a licensed medical
professional. You all know better than anyone who will fill in this form what the right thing to do
is. Don't allow the ignorant and selfish to bully you into putting the most vulnerable among us
at greater risk. Be the experts you are, and tell Karen to shut the fuck up and take her
medicine. You're medical professionals god damn it. Stop outsourcing your decisions and start
acting like it.

8/13/2021 11:00 PM

3929

Per the data, students from grade 4th and above should wear mask in indoor settings.

8/13/2021 10:59 PM

3930

I have a daughter in kindergarten this year. Children her age need to see faces. They also
communicate better without mask. Mask for children are also unsanitary. They’ll constantly be
touching other surfaces and then touch their mask because of the need to adjust their mask.
Parents should continue to have the choice to decide what they feel is best for their children. If
parents don’t want their children to wear a mask, that’s okay. If parents want their children to
wear a mask, that’s okay too. Parents shouldn’t push what they want on other parents and
children.

8/13/2021 10:56 PM

3931

Please issue a mask mandate, our children’s lives depend on it. It’s the least we can do to
protect them.

8/13/2021 10:56 PM

3932

Please require masks for non vaccinated individuals

8/13/2021 10:56 PM
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3933

Adults have been given the choice to vaccinate or not and so in an adult-only setting I support
adults choosing to wear/not wear masks. Children have not been given the opportunity to
vaccinate yet and are therefore some of our most vulnerable population now. We should
continue doing everything we can to protect them until the vaccine becomes available to them
and all those families wishing to get the vaccine have been able to get their children fully
vaccinated.

8/13/2021 10:55 PM

3934

The safety of our kids should be too priority. No excuses. Kids under the age of 12 cannot get
vaccinated as of today and that should not preclude them from being safeguarded! Masks
provide some level of non-obtrusive but helpful mitigation as this virus continues. All children
under the age of 12 should be wearing masks to avoid the spread of COVID-19 but all children
(and teachers) in public schools should be either masked or vaccinated. Please reinstate a
mask mandate so that more layers of protection are in place for our young people!

8/13/2021 10:55 PM

3935

Masks should be mandated in elementary schools. Middle and high schools should have to
provide they are vaccinated, if they aren’t going to wear masks.

8/13/2021 10:54 PM

3936

I do not feel that wearing masks is healthy for the mental and emotional health of our children.

8/13/2021 10:54 PM

3937

I have a 7 and 9 year old - two daughters at a school in Parker, CO. My husband and I are
vaccinated - but my children are not ABLE to at this time. Please enforce mask wearing for
classrooms of kids 11 and under and any staff, teachers or parent volunteers that are near
them. Please protect our children.

8/13/2021 10:53 PM

3938

The practice of mask wearing in schools has become a political issue and not a health issue.
Multiple sources, including Dr. Fauci himself, have confirmed that masks do not stop the
spread of COVID. Why the CDC continues to push masks is frankly very disheartening. In
addition, there have been multiple studies on mask wearing and isolation practices and mental
health issues among children. Each one shows that children experience anxiety and
depression at significant levels when forced into isolation, including wearing masks. These
studies are the same ones experts cite to show that isolation doesn’t work and it’s puzzling
why masks aren’t part of the discussion. Children’s Hospital of Colorado has already declared
a state of emergency for children and mental health in our state. Why use measures like
forcing masks on children that only add to our children’s mental health state? They have
enough pressures and they don’t deserve to feel pressured by political agendas. Thank you.

8/13/2021 10:52 PM

3939

Please do NOT require masks for our children in schools. The evidence even with the new
variant does not support or justify the mal effects that come with mandated mask wearing. I
implore you to leave the decision up to parents and their children. If you feel so inclined, I’m
happy to hear your recommendations, but do not make a public health mandate.

8/13/2021 10:50 PM

3940

My husband is a heart transplant recipient, and as such is immunosuppressed. His life
depends on our kindergartener not bringing COVID to our home. Please require masks for all to
maximize protection and guard against spread. My husband's life depends on it.

8/13/2021 10:50 PM

3941

My high school age child not only tested positive for Covid last fall but is also fully vaccinated.
Please consider a way that those that are fully vaccinated may not be required to wear a
mask.

8/13/2021 10:50 PM

3942

No masks.

8/13/2021 10:50 PM

3943

I approve of masks in schools.

8/13/2021 10:49 PM

3944

I have a middle schooler and a high schooler and would happily have them wear a mask even
though our whole family is vaccinated! Please keep our kids and teachers and staff safe!
Mask up Colorado Schools!

8/13/2021 10:48 PM

3945

As someone with kids in Pre-school and a 3rd grader (one of who has sensory issues and
Asthma) I am firmly against mask mandates for kids. My preschooler will not keep hers on and
my 3rd grader with Sensory issues and Asthma hates the way the masks make him feel.
Please consider how the kids feel and how it stresses them out. Do not take away their right to
choose for their own bodies!

8/13/2021 10:48 PM

3946

Masking in schools should be left to the parent to decide what is best for their child. Last year
was incredibly difficult on so many children. We need to give them some normalcy and not
require mask.

8/13/2021 10:48 PM

3947

Please impose a mask mandate. Without the ability to be truly socially distant, masks are the

8/13/2021 10:48 PM
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best way to prevent/reduce a spread. Having our kids back in person is great, but until
everyone can be vaccinated, we need to protect our vulnerables.
3948

Let it be an individual decision if parents want children To wear - fine if not -fine

8/13/2021 10:47 PM

3949

Many of Biden’s advisors are admitting that only N95 masks that are fitted are effective.
Common sense should have told us that the decorative cloth mask made out of Grandma’s
quilting supplies has zero efficacy long ago . So unless you want to step up your game with
masks that may provide some benefit then it’s just a costume show to make people feel good.

8/13/2021 10:47 PM

3950

Please add a mask mandate to protect our vulnerable and too young to be vaccinated
children!!! Yes, Douglas county has a 74%vax rate overall but kids under 11 are guaranteed to
have a 0% vaccination rate! No business in their right mind would put 25-30+ unvaccinated
and unmasked people in a small space for 7+ hours a day and have them mingle with 100+
other UNvaccinated unmasked people.... So why is that ok for our children?? If you ask any
physician is that's a safe plan they would say no. Being in school is the best way to learn, the
only safe way to keep kids learning in person is with a mask mandate. The science is clear,
masking is most effective when everyone does it! We've made it this far... Can we not keep
masks at least until these precious kiddos have a chance or a choice to be vaccinated??

8/13/2021 10:47 PM

3951

Kids should be masked to avoid a significant outbreak.

8/13/2021 10:46 PM

3952

I will get my child vaccinated against covid-19 as soon as it’s available to his age group and I
support any and all measures including masking to protect my child, his classmates, and
school faculty from covid-19.

8/13/2021 10:45 PM

3953

Please consider the mental issues regulations cause children. The anxiety, depression and
confussion that come with masks, social distancing and the terms like "you could be the
reason someone dies". Not to mention the lack of education they have received the past two
years and how far behind their acedemics is We need to consider that COVID has exsisted for
a long time, It is time to be rational and understand that the mutations of this strain will be with
us for a long time. It's to individuals and parents to govern health steps for themselves and
their children.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3954

Masks are useless and not needed!

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3955

Masks offer freedom! They do not take it away! It's A ridiculous notion that someone would
argue that. My daughter would like to go into school once weekly. If the kids will not use
masks she can not go in as her sister is Immunocompromise.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3956

Please honor parent choice by letting each family decide what is best for them. My first grader
is begging to not wear a masks and my older children don’t love the idea either. We’ve done
our part and feel comfortable being around others with or without a mask. Don’t force this on us
who are comfortable with the risk. Our kids have lost so much and the mental health crisis is
what we should really be focusing on. If masks are mandated I’d like to some some mental
health support mandated too. Please honor parent and family choice.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3957

Protect our children.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3958

While I realize masks may be inconvenient for many reasons, I think the pros outweigh the
cons.

8/13/2021 10:44 PM

3959

No masks at all

8/13/2021 10:43 PM

3960

Please make masks in classroom settings mandatory for kids who are not yet eligible for the
vaccine (under 12; Pre-K-6th grade). This is proven scientifically to help prevent the spread of
covid, delta variants and other diseases. This is the best way to keep our children as healthy
as possible, AND in the classroom. This also protects teachers! P

8/13/2021 10:42 PM

3961

Some schools take the position of not recommending masking for students or teachers,
regardless of vaccination status. It is left up to individual families. Unfortunately, we know that
the benefit of masking is not primarily for the one wearing the mask but for others in the room.
So if only a handful of students are wearing masks in a classroom because their parents
asked them to, there isn't much benefit at all to them or to the rest of the class. On a side
note, we recently came from a school that was able to remain open through the 2020-2021
school year, without our class ever having to fully quarantine, because of a very strict mask
policy. Any time students were indoors, they had masks on. While other schools in our area
had to close due to short staffing when classes had to quarantine, the K-12 school we
attended never had to. And the kids didn't mind the masks because they were just glad to be

8/13/2021 10:40 PM
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there in person! We saw firsthand the benefits of strict mask policies put in place by the
school administrators.
3962

I believe in choice ! If some Want to wear a mask that is fine . But my children will NOT being
muzzled again! This political crap has gone on long enough . And that all it is - politics !!! A So
called virus that has a 99% recovery rate and people act as if it’s the dam plague ‘ let’s all
wake up and use common sense . Muzzling our children and making them obey these
ridiculous rules is way more detrimental on them . Let’s think of the kids and what’a best for
them . If parents or kids are that dang scared then stay home ! They can do school on like or
homeschool . A few Crazy parents dont need to ruin things for all other kids. Our kids need
normalcy. Please let this stay kids and parents choice ! PLEASE !!!’n

8/13/2021 10:40 PM

3963

It is time that we start taking our job to protect our children (especially those too young to be
vaccinated) seriously. Mandate masks in schools! I have an infant son, I wear my mask while
I teach, and I still risk exposing him because I am basically stress testing my vaccine’s
effectiveness in an overcrowded classroom every day.

8/13/2021 10:40 PM

3964

As a parent of small children, I am personally concerned for my unvaccinated kids and feel
that any steps taken to ensure their safety (such as smaller cohorts in school or the
unvaccinated wearing masks) would be a more appropriate effort to protecting from contracting
covid.

8/13/2021 10:39 PM

3965

I strongly encourage universal masking for all K-12 students, faculty and staff as Delta variant
has shown that even vaccinated individuals can transmit the virus. We must protect those who
are not eligible for vaccination and the community at large. Please side with science.

8/13/2021 10:39 PM

3966

Vaccines for children younger than 12 are expected to be available by the end of 2021. If we
can support the health and well being of our children and communities by wearing masks for a
few more months to prevent numerous detriments to public health and our children’s health,
then it seems like an easy solution to simply put a mask on your face, and your child’s face.
Only 50% of eligible people are vaccinated including the kids 12 and up, that is not sufficient
to prevent the vast spread of COVID-19 considering the highly infectious delta variant. If ever
a time was needed to take extra precautions, it’s now.

8/13/2021 10:39 PM

3967

We don’t believe kids need to regularly wear masks in school, at this time. We believe it
should be up to parents whether their children wear a mask at school or not. As parents of two
kids with different types of special needs, masks can interfere with their ability to focus and
learn, and get in the way of their education. We want the freedom to say “the majority of your
classmates are healthy, you do not need to wear a mask” or “the air quaint town today is
abysmal, let’s wear masks” and have schools support either choice.

8/13/2021 10:38 PM

3968

The 2020/2021 school year was extraordinarily disruptive with quarantines of so many healthy
students. Masks were worn all year. So they obviously don’t work to keep students in school
learning. This year, while we’re only one week in, there have been zero disruptions. Give
normalcy a chance and you’ll find that parents can and will take care of the health of their
children, so you can focus on education.

8/13/2021 10:38 PM

3969

I will send my 1st grader to school this year while also caring for my mother, who visited the
ER nine times in 2021 but avoided COVID-19. I'm pretty concerned that the little one will be in
a classroom of nearly 30 people, 5 days a week, with no masks, and bringing germs
home...and then I'll need to help my mom at her assisted living community.

8/13/2021 10:37 PM

3970

Looking at statistics and risk factors for children in our district the choice to where a mask or
not should be left to personal decision making from each individual household and it’s
members. NO Mask Mandates!!! Mask recommendations are fine.

8/13/2021 10:37 PM

3971

I am a mother of 2 school age kids. I kept my son home for kindergarten to do e-learning . The
reason for this was because we were not willing to mask our perfectly healthy child for a virus
that has very, very little impact to children and has a 99.97% rate. It Has also been proven that
Children to not transmit this virus to adults like adults to adults do. Any medical decision
should Always be made by the parent who knows their child and is truly putting their child’s
best interests first. My children do not like wearing them, it gives them anxiety and stresses
them out. This severely impacts their learning. Masks have also not been scientifically proven
to be effective. The CDC, CDPHE, WHO the list goes on continues to flip flop and change their
minds on a daily basis without really following the science they preach about. I would like to
request a full case study be done to provide the following : number of cases, age range of
those cases , did they have prior health issues, referenced to the number of hospitalizations

8/13/2021 10:37 PM
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and deaths. You talk about an increase in cases but refuse to provide detailed scientific factual
data. We will not comply with any mandated be masks or vaccines and of mandated , which is
NOT law will withdraw my kids from the DCSD district
3972

No masking mandates. Let people choose for themselves whether they want to wear a mask
or not.

8/13/2021 10:37 PM

3973

We suffer from allergies. The poor air quality the last few weeks didn’t help. I personally wore a
mask to the grocery store so I didn’t scare people around me. Wearing the mask made is 10
times worse. I understand that you all are in a losing battle. There will never be a “right” answer
for all. But we are on 5 wait lists for other schools in case the mask mandates come down. If
we don’t get in before that happens… we’re willing to pay for private school. I’m sad about it
that happens because we picked Parker (Douglas County) to move to because we believed
they stand for us and our choice to do what’s best for our kiddos and the kiddos around us.
We’re not irresponsible people… we have to do what’s best for our family. This will be a hard
decision for you all and I don’t wish this on anyone. All yo can do is make the best decision
you can even if it isn’t what I personally choose to do.

8/13/2021 10:36 PM

3974

We absolutely DO NOT support masking children at school. The masks didn’t prevent the
spread of the virus last time and everyone has been forced to get vaccinated and now there is
suppoSedly a new variant COVID. It is absolutely ridiculous and our children will not be subject
to having their freedom taken away and masks having to be worn again. This is a political
scheme and it is absolutely ridiculous! If you start making kids wear masks at school, you will
lose a lot of students which in return will cause teachers to lose their jobs and their livelihoods.
Leave it alone and move on focusing on more important items.

8/13/2021 10:36 PM

3975

I do not support wearing masks in high schools where the majority of teachers abd most kids
are vaccinated.

8/13/2021 10:35 PM

3976

I trust the school board and the Board of Health to do what is best for our kiddos and to help
maintain a safe learning environment.

8/13/2021 10:35 PM

3977

Please! Keep our kids and teaching staff safe, require masks for all indoor activities.

8/13/2021 10:34 PM

3978

Masking in all indoor school setting for the kids and staff

8/13/2021 10:34 PM

3979

Please make masks in schools required. Thank you.

8/13/2021 10:33 PM

3980

I believe that a mask mandate should be put in place for students and mandatory testing if
teachers aren’t vaccinated

8/13/2021 10:33 PM

3981

With the prevalence of the Delta variant right now, I feel that my kids are safer wearing masks
at school.

8/13/2021 10:32 PM

3982

Haven’t our kids suffered the most. Why should they sacrifice for those who have a chose to
get vaccinated.

8/13/2021 10:31 PM

3983

I do not believe it is right to mask our children universally. Discretion should be left up to the
parent to make an informed decision based upon their child’s needs and their own research
and intuition. It’s clear that masking isn’t 100% effective, and seems highly unnecessary in an
age group of individuals that are not severely impacted by the coronavirus.

8/13/2021 10:31 PM

3984

Please let family’s make their own decisions for there children.

8/13/2021 10:31 PM

3985

We do not want masks for kids at school!

8/13/2021 10:29 PM

3986

I do not agree with any sort of “requirement”, it’s not anyone’s job to parent my kids except for
my wife and I. It has been proven that masks don’t work. Look I’m a stats guy, I can find stats
on “cons” and someone else can find stats on “pros” on either wearing a mask or not is good or
bad. Take a stand, be brave and fight back!

8/13/2021 10:29 PM

3987

My daughters are in 6th & 8th grade. They have been back to school for one week. They are
so happy and this has been the most happy they have been in a school setting in 18 months
not wearing masks. I am much more worried about mental health than covid in children. The
teen suicide rate in Colorado is number 1 right now. My husband sees this at his job. That is
terrifying. My girls are much more engaged without a mask on. What is the plan to wear masks
forever? Covid is not going away!

8/13/2021 10:29 PM

3988

I feel very strongly as a pediatrician that all students and faculty regardless of vaccination
status should be wearing a mask indoors. The delta variant is much more contagious than

8/13/2021 10:29 PM
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other variants and all of our unvaccinated kids under 11yo have no option to be vaccinated and
yet they can be exposed and get very sick or being the virus home and expose elderly family
members.
3989

As a physician and mother to two boys too young to get vaccinations outside of clinical trial
(that both were signed up for but denied due to not enough slots), one of whom started
kindergarten this week, we owe it to our children and everyone else with connections to those
children to provide the safest possible environment to allow in-person learning that optimizes
the social and emotional learning they’ve been missing out on since March 2020. Personally, I
have worn a mask at work and when out in public continuously since 3/8/2020 except when
actively eating or drinking. I do this as an example to my kids. I do this because none of my
patients would be considered low risk because they all have cancer or a blood condition that
puts the at high risk and many of them have not made adequate antibodies to vaccine
because they receive chemo or other treatments that impair the immune response. It can be
done and it is safe, albeit uncomfortable and a pain in the neck. :) By not having universal
masking, this puts my son at higher risk for catching COVID or having to quarantine, which in
turn makes me have to stay home. If I have to stay home, this delays care for all my current
patients and any new consults for newly diagnosed cancers or blood conditions. I’m confident
that there are family members of many people connected to the school system who I care for,
and am certain that if not connected now, everyone else would want the opportunity for their
cancer to get diagnosed and treated in a timely fashion. I also fully support vaccine mandates
when available. Happy to discuss these if anyone has questions not answered after they ask
their primary care doctor.

8/13/2021 10:28 PM

3990

Kids under age 12 need a vaccine before we can eliminate the requirement for masks. Even
vaccinated children can spread COVID and the variants.

8/13/2021 10:28 PM

3991

For every parent out there that wants their kid to wear a mask more power to them.. I do not
and will not have my child wear a mask in any school or in any environment. This political
push by one side has gone too far and needs to stop somewhere. I live in Douglas county for a
reason, political beliefs in this county are what makes it great. Let’s not submit ourselves to
this corrupt political party and have them control us like puppets.

8/13/2021 10:27 PM

3992

There is a plethora of scientific data now that shows masks do more harm than good. The
particle size of the SARS Cov-2 that is released from the mouth or nose goes right through a
cloth mask. THEY ARE USELESS!!!! Ask any doctor if they would wear a cloth mask while
they are working in a hospital a d the answer will be, “No, they will not protect me from
anything.” So why would we do that to our kids?!? The kids end up breathing back in their own
CO2. The body naturally wants to get rid of this. NOT SUCK IT BACK IN! As well as breath in
all kinds of nasty germs that dwell on the cloth mask. This is a silly idea and we need to knock
this off and start caring for our children!!!!

8/13/2021 10:26 PM

3993

2-11 year olds are extremely vulnerable right now to dangerous Delta variant because they are
not vaccinated. Their only protection is masks and other covid distancing protocols which are
not happening in our elementary schools. At all!!! Kids are sitting in clusters of desks, no
spacing. Majority of children and all teachers/administrators are not masked. Vaccinated adults
CAN STILL SPREAD THE virus. Why isn’t everyone masked in elementary schools?? It’s so
easy, they’ve already done it. It’s not a big change. Please help. Please make mandatory. My
4th grader is surrounded by naysayers and those that won’t voluntarily put on a mask because
not mandatory. Follow science and American and Colorado pediatric society recommendations.
Please help!

8/13/2021 10:25 PM

3994

Please consider mandating masks indoors

8/13/2021 10:25 PM

3995

There is not substantial evidence that kids are getting terribly sick or hospitalized from covid
19 in any statistically significant way. The kids have weekend immune systems from all the
masking. Kids should not have to mask to protect their unvaccinated parents. The vaccine
works for adults. Adults who chose not to mask have made that decision and need to live with
it.

8/13/2021 10:24 PM

3996

I DO NOT support this. I will never make my child wear a mask, nor will I allow my child to be
told what to do against my beliefs.

8/13/2021 10:24 PM

3997

As much As I want schools to get back to normal, I think we need masking in order to keep
schools open. The Delta variant is scary and I would rather my son have to wear a mask than
have online learning again!!

8/13/2021 10:23 PM
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3998

The purpose of Public Health is to protect the public in all health-related issues. This is
particularly important for those individuals at greater risk. We have had a long-standing and
essentially uncontested history of requiring vaccination against infectious diseases in schools
to protect the public health. Given that vaccination is not available to those under 12 and to
other high-risk individuals, a mask mandate is the only reasonable action the board can take to
continue performing its duty to protect the public. Moreover, as we do not know who is and is
not vaccinated, mandatory masking increases the safety of the most people with the least
disruption to lives and livelihoods. Moreover, for school children, this will decrease potential
mask-related bullying. These are just a few strong reasons the board should recommend a
mask mandate, irrespective of vaccination status, for all indoor activities - similar to what has
already been implemented at the University of Colorado and other institutions. These are
simple, science-based recommendations.

8/13/2021 10:23 PM

3999

As a teacher and a parent I feel masks are critical to protect our unvaccinated children. I am
fully vaccinated and am literally on day 7 of isolation in my home with COVID. Thankfully
because I was vaccinated I have not wound up in the hospital, but my 10 year old doesn’t
have that vaccine protection. Masks stop the spread of germs from COVID to colds to the flu
and to keep our children healthy we need to cover base we can to keep them in school and out
of the ICU.

8/13/2021 10:23 PM

4000

My children (13 and 17) are both fully vaccinated and my husband and I are vaccinated with
the J&J vaccine. Unfortunately, my husband in currently in chemotherapy. At this time we
have no way of knowing who is vaccinated and who is not. We have to trust that the
unvaccinated are wearing masks and we all know they are not. My older child has autism and
in person learning is essential for his academic success. In order to prevent the rampant
spread of the Delta variant and the closure of our schools we are going to have to rely on a
mask mandate from higher up as our school district will not do the right thing because of
political backlash.

8/13/2021 10:22 PM

4001

Let parents decide if their child will wear a mask to school or not, it’s called FREEDOM!

8/13/2021 10:22 PM

4002

The choice of mask should be left up to the student and family. It disrupts learning time that so
many children have already lost from last year

8/13/2021 10:21 PM

4003

I implore TCHD to mandate masks in schools. At the very minimum, elementary schools.
Children in this age group have not had the opportunity to be vaccinated and are at the mercy
of others. Last year, my family made the very difficult decision to keep our 3rd grader home
and E-learn. It was not a decision made lightly, I also have another child who is medically
complex and terminally ill. We had to protect him. This year, we had to send my oldest back
into school. He had really struggled elearning last year. Our family is riddled with anxiety every
single day, fearful that our oldest will bring COVID home to his brother. His brother would not
survive this virus. Balancing the best interests of all your children is a heavy choice to make
when the result is almost certain death. I understand we take that risk, but we need to protect
all these children the best we can. It is not right to sit all these kids in a classroom together
unvaccinated, with possible unvaccinated and unmasked volunteers, teachers, faculty. It’s a
recipe for disaster. Why are we being reactive, instead of proactive? It makes no sense to me.
To hide behind the county’s 70%+ vaccination status is asinine, when that is 0% of an
elementary schools student body. We must do better for the young children in our district!

8/13/2021 10:20 PM

4004

Children will lower their masks the second they are able to and do not keep them above their
noses. The risk of children spreading it does not change, mask or not, so it's not necessary to
force children under the age 11 to try and comply when they won't. The risk of spreading the
covid/delta variant is extremely high and will not change regardless on mask or not. Children
will still touch their faces, put their fingers in their mouths, touch cabinets, and each other.
They've finally been given freedom to not wear a mask, to get to some normalcy after
consistent back and forth in school, online school, no school. Let them keep a little normalcy
to see their friends smiles and faces. While still also staying safe by regular hand washing and
sanitizing.

8/13/2021 10:19 PM

4005

No mask mandate. Every parent should be able to decide what is right for THEiR children.

8/13/2021 10:19 PM

4006

Please just mask mandate. It protects everyone. Everyone can complain and have someone
to blame it on. Where as now kids choosing to wear a mask are being teased

8/13/2021 10:18 PM

4007

The possible answers to question number four are really unfortunate. I support masking when it
is chosen by individual parents or students; that’s a far cry from not supporting masking under

8/13/2021 10:18 PM
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any circumstances. I support the notion that each family can make the best choice each day
for themselves.
4008

I feel that there should not be any mandatory mask rules in the school. It should be the
individual parents that make that decision for their child.

8/13/2021 10:17 PM

4009

Masks should be required for any gathering where unvaccinated children are present. Masks
reduce the risk of Covid transmission. There is no valid public health reason not to require
masks. Children’s health should be above political considerations

8/13/2021 10:17 PM

4010

There is no scientific evidence that suggests cloth mass do any good at stopping the virus.
This is ridiculous that this is even a topic of discussion. Having them wear masks is more
harmful than good for the children.

8/13/2021 10:16 PM

4011

Please don’t mandate masks for our kids. They were masked all year last year to no real
benefit, we had no spread in school from child to child or teacher. Please let our kids interact
with other kids how they should, where they learn best, grow and for relationships. This is not
healthy for their mental health or physical health. Please, I beg you to not mandate masks!!

8/13/2021 10:16 PM

4012

Please require masks for our schools so we can keep our kids in school this year!

8/13/2021 10:16 PM

4013

Please mandate mask for our children. The delta variant has affected more children than the
previous strain. If mask can mitigate the risk, I want school district to enforce it

8/13/2021 10:16 PM

4014

Stop the useless masks

8/13/2021 10:15 PM

4015

Wearing a mask at school should be between the parent and child. We have been in school
one week and my child is so relieved not to have to wear a mask. His interactions with friends
as well as his teacher have been very positive this year which I contribute to not having to
mask up.

8/13/2021 10:14 PM

4016

Please listen to the CDC and American academy of pediatrics. My 3rd grader was recently
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. He is now high risk. He deserves to be safe at school. Please
help protect him.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4017

It's the right thing to do for the public health situation we confront. Please don't listen to the
voices that question that.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4018

I believe it’s unfair to mask children. Or any human for that matter. If the vaccine isn’t work,
what in the world would make you think masks do?! Children should not be masked.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4019

My son turned 5 in July and we are thinking about sending him to kindergarten but are
contemplating holding him back or sending him to private school if he has to wear a mask. It is
truly heartbreaking thinking about him and his peers not seeing each other smile each day,
having to learn to read without seeing his teacher's mouth, in addition to the long term effects
masks will have on children. I would rather homeschool than send him off in a mask.
Respectfully, Maegan

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4020

I believe masking is one the simplest strategies to prevent the spread of the new COVID
variant that is affecting younger children who are 100% unvaccinated. We do not know the long
term effects that COVID can cause in children. Children shouldn’t have to suffer long term
chronic illnesses because of the selfishness of a few. Personal choice ends when public health
is in jeopardy. This is not a political issue like it’s being made out to be. Our children look to us
to keep them safe. The whole world is struggling with this pandemic and the least we can do is
mask up for the youngest and most vulnerable members of our society.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4021

If staff need to wear masks for protection, I understand that, but students should absolutely
NOT be mandated to wear masks. It should be parent choice.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4022

Coming from a sibling of one of the high school students who is in college. Masks were always
just an annoyance and became a distraction while in class. So I would ask that you consider
to let people choose for themselves if the want to wear a mask or not. It shouldn't be up to
anyone else other than the students themselves to make that choice.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM

4023

I have seen none of the “layered approach” implemented. No teachers or staff wearing masks,
very few kids wearing masks, no physical distancing. Delivery people entering the school with
no masks. Elementary kids can’t get vaccinated, so that part of mitigation is N/A for them. It’s
unreasonable to expect young kids to voluntarily wear masks with no support in the classroom.

8/13/2021 10:13 PM
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But they did it just fine last year when it was required. How many kids have to get sick, miss
school, go to the hospital, have complications, or even die before DCSD does the right thing?
4024

The layered mitigation approach from last year worked well. This year, it seems the layered
approach exists only on paper. In my daughter's 3rd grade class, 4/20 students were wearing
masks on the first day. By Friday, only 2 of 20 students were wearing masks. It is clear that
recommending masks will not result in students wearing masks. While DCSD reports the goal
of an in person school year, their actions (including large unmasked assemblies) lead me to
believe otherwise. The fact that they displayed a lack of adherence to their own mitigation
strategy on social media makes me concerned about what is or isn't happening behind closed
doors. Thank you for reading my comment, and I appreciate the work you are doing to keep
our students safe.

8/13/2021 10:12 PM

4025

I feel like it should be the parents choice. If people are that scared of covid they should have
signed up for remote learning. My son plays with his mask, “eats it” (soaking wet) when he is
wearing a mask. I’ve tried working with him, we went to Disney world (when you had to wear a
mask) both my children came home with sinus infections and our doctor said it was probably
from wear the mask for long periods of time wet and in heat! For my son wearing a mask does
more harm than good. Some kids can wear a mask and be fine. Don’t force it on children.

8/13/2021 10:12 PM

4026

NO MASKS!!

8/13/2021 10:11 PM

4027

I vehemently oppose my children wearing masks. If they are sick I will keep them home as I
have always done and will continue to do. children learn much of their social skills by reading
body language and facial expressions. My 7th grader has suffered greatly from this situation
both mentally and emotionally. The wearing of masks is psychologically damaging to our
children. It is also very damaging to their physical health. They can’t breath efficiently and
there are plenty of studies which show that it harms their respiratory systems. As parents we
should be able to make our own decisions. Masks are awful and if they worked would we really
be here 1 and 1-2 years later? Healthy people should not be wearing masks where has
common sense gone? Please do not force our children to hide their faces from their teachers
and their friends. What purpose would this serve? This will have long term consequences for
them and their development. Thank you for your time and consideration.

8/13/2021 10:11 PM

4028

My family & I are strongly opposed to masks in school. Start with the mental health part of it,
which is huge!!!!! Kids need to be able to see their teachers face expressions and hear their
voice clearly, they need to see each other‘s faces and expressions. It has been proven that
masks do not work, the small particles can travel through the mask. Not to mention some kids
are wearing the same mask every single day not cleaned. The mask gets wet & creates
bacteria that they are then breathing in all day. The mask hinders learning, it harmes them
emotionally, physically, socially all for a false security. It’s my child it’s should be my choice. If
someone else feels comfortable sending their kid to school for eight hours a day with their face
covered that should also be their choice. We have a mental illness crisis that should be
addressed and making kids wear a mask to school is only going to make it worse. Thanks for
your time.

8/13/2021 10:11 PM

4029

I send my child to school with the presumption that those involved in keeping them safe would
do so to any extent within their control. Allowing parents of other children to demand the right
to endanger my child is devastating. My children are not able to be vaccinated at this point and
we have family who is immune compromised - Tri County MUST mandate. Of course I would
love if my child didn’t have to wear a mask as a Kindergarten student but this isn’t the current
environment. Children are contracting COVID at an alarming rate; these are facts. All the
nonsense coming from these parents about rights and not being able to breathe are not
relevant in this circumstance. Taking a firm stance for safety over PR will only have a positive
impact on our children.

8/13/2021 10:11 PM

4030

If Colleges are requiring masks indoors for vaccinated individuals then we need to resquire
them for younger children that can't be vaccinated yet. We need to protect our children!

8/13/2021 10:10 PM

4031

My children will not wear masks in school. It’s not a law for anyone so why would you do this
to the children? They don’t even get sick from Covid and the teachers are vaccinated or
wearing masks.

8/13/2021 10:10 PM

4032

Requiring masks for all children is not the solution to a fear of bullying. I believe that this is an
opportunity to instead teach our children to respect each others choices. We as parents need
to decide what is best for our children. The science does not show the masks to be the
solution to stopping the spread, I could give you research on the cdc website that shows that.

8/13/2021 10:09 PM
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So if science isn’t the reason to force our children to spend another year in masks what is?
There will always be new variants, we need new solutions moving forward. The masks have
hurt our children more than helped them. This is my opinion and other parents can chose what
is best for their kids. If they choose to mask, they can have that choice. However, no other
parent or the school should make this choice for my child. I think that we can move forward
with allowing each parent to choose for their child.
4033

Our daughter has been wearing a mask every day since school started, and we are so glad
she is because she was exposed to Covid on the very first day! If everyone were wearing
masks, it would help reduce potential spread. Masks are easy to wear and do not affect blood
oxygen levels. While children often do not show symptoms, they can be carriers, and the
efforts of our community as a whole can help protect families with immunocompromised
member. Until the vaccine is approved for those under age 12, the smart and courteous action
is to help protect the vulnerable among us and mask up!

8/13/2021 10:08 PM

4034

People should have the right the choose what is best for them. I have witnessed so many
negative side effects from wearing a mask. If people want to wear then they should have that
right. And on the other hand, people that don’t want to wear a mask should have that same
right. Please allow people to do what is best for them and their children

8/13/2021 10:07 PM

4035

No Masks

8/13/2021 10:06 PM

4036

Masks should be worn by staff and all children to increase the safety of all and reduce the
spread of Covid, Colds and the Flu.

8/13/2021 10:06 PM

4037

Last year my kids barely learned anything, came home with headaches. Please no masks!!!!

8/13/2021 10:06 PM

4038

When does this end? When are we able to live life again? Because, the vaccine was the
“answer”. Now, we are talking masks again. This will NEVER go away, even with the vaccine.
Does this mean you want to keep children in masks forever? This is wrong. This is personal
choice! I will homeschool if this is something that is approved. I will not subject my kids to this
anymore. We did our part.

8/13/2021 10:05 PM

4039

I believe all students and staff should be masked in indoor school settings. Children under the
age of 12 cannot be vaccinated yet. Universal masking will protect the young children who
cannot be masked. Furthermore if you let older students be unmasked in schools, community
transmission can still affect younger unvaccinated children because teachers/staff/other
students may have children or siblings at schools where children are unmasked, and therefore
spread it to the unvaccinated children. And with the delta variant that spreads more rapidly and
has more severe symptoms, it seems that it would make the most sense to require masks for
everyone to protect our children. Lastly, right now masks are only “encouraged” by the district,
and in my experience and seeing everyone at our school, probably only 25% of children at the
schools are masked. None of the teachers or staff are wearing them at our school even though
the district is encouraging mask wearing for all. You must require it or most people will not
wear them, as we can see from real time experience. We do not want the delta variant to run
rampant among our unvaccinated young children. And we do not want to have to have more
disruptions to our students in person learning. Please require masks, it is the safest and
smartest option for our children. Less school disruption, lower the risk for serious covid
infections. It is a no brainer. But you must do more than encourage. People will not wear them
unless you require them.

8/13/2021 10:05 PM

4040

I feel mandatory masking is necessary for the school age population. I am a nurse, and my
employer is requiring staff to wear masks and now eye protection. The organization projects a
Covid spike will be mid-September. With a national nursing shortage, it is beneficial for
everyone to wear a mask to keep the hospitals from busting at the seams.

8/13/2021 10:04 PM

4041

I do not want my child to have to go through another year with a mask. J

8/13/2021 10:04 PM

4042

Please let our kids have some normalcy and do not make them wear masks. Keep
encouraging the vaccine!!

8/13/2021 10:03 PM

4043

Please make masking for kids under 12 mandatory. With the delta variant I think we should be
doing everything possible to protect the children who cannot yet be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 10:03 PM

4044

As an educator in a district within Tri-County, and a mom of 4 kids who are unable to be
vaccinated, I urge you to put our teachers and children first by mandating a masking
requirement. It is the only safety measure we know will help keep everyone safe and schools
open. Please, do what is right and mandate masks in the school setting. Thank you.

8/13/2021 10:02 PM
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4045

Children are not high risk for Covid. Masking them causes social, psychological and physical
damage much greater than any risk associated with Covid. Masks carry serious bacteria and
disease and children should not be forced to breathe their own Co2. There is NO peer reviewed
study showing that masks work and there is a lot of evidence that they do not.

8/13/2021 10:01 PM

4046

Please do not mandate masks for our school children to wear Please do not allow the
manufactured fear of others upon my child.

8/13/2021 10:00 PM

4047

I don’t think people realize that this virus will only mutate further in those who are unvaccinated
and therefore will endanger us all if it becomes worse! I think that those who are unvaccinated,
like our elementary population should mask up until a vaccine is approved. I don’t like it but I
want children to be safe.

8/13/2021 9:59 PM

4048

Phase please help us keep our children under 12 who cannot yet vaccinate stay safe and able
to learn in-person by requiring universal masking indoors at schools where kids in this age
group are present. We are so close to a vaccine, please help us protect our children. I have
expressed my concerns about optional masking among students and staff (including
unvaccinated staff) to our children's charter school and was told they will not change their
approach unless mandated by Tri-County Health Dept. The school is not offering or requiring
regular testing or social distancing either. Masks are one of the only and most effective tools
available to children in this age group to reduce exposure to covid. The virus we are fighting
now is so much more transmissible than what schools dealt with last year. Why would we now
remove all of the safety guardrails the helped last year? School safety during a public health
crises should not be discretionary school by school or clouded by ideology. School leaders
may not be able or willing to follow the science. Unfortunately a masking recommendation
hasn't proven strong enough to ensure parents and schools do the right thing to protect kids
without access to a vaccine. Please require masking for kids under 12 and all student facing
staff when indoors, at least until vaccines are available and community spread has slowed.
Anti-masking voices may be loud and forceful but our community needs medical experts to
guide and enforce safety measures to protect the most vulnerable. As a parent I feel scared
and helpless. Thank you for asking for and considering my feedback.

8/13/2021 9:57 PM

4049

We request no mask mandates. It should be parent choice. If you want to wear one or want
your kids to wear one, do it. If you don't, then don't.

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

4050

This is such bullshit that you gave each h district t the choice and now pulling it. Let us decide
for ourselves! Let’s see how school goes and we can always add masks later. But the choice
is ours, not to be mandated.

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

4051

Masks do not do anything and if your vaccinated that’s good for you for making the decision
you get right but what I feel right is to not be vaccinated it in fact compromises your immune
system to wear you will have to consistently get booster shots for a common cold! And
honestly as a business or person you are not entitled to my health records and are confidential
so you wouldn’t know if I am or not

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

4052

Masks are bad for kids emotional and behavioral health. So many studies have proved this.
My own children have learning disabilities and speech related issues that they need to see
faces to conquer, to be able to learn to read and speak phonetically.

8/13/2021 9:56 PM

4053

I am for mask mandates statewide. It is important that we keep the next generation healthy
and ALIVE!

8/13/2021 9:55 PM

4054

I believe all students should be wearing masks indoors per the CDC recommendations.

8/13/2021 9:55 PM

4055

Please follow the recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and make a mask
mandate for all kids older than 2 years old. In addition to vaccinations, the AAP recommends a
layered approach to make school safe for all students, teachers and staff in the guidance here.
That includes a recommendation that everyone older than age 2 wear masks, regardless of
vaccination status. The AAP also amplifies the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
recommendations for building ventilation, testing, quarantining, cleaning and disinfection in the
updated guidance. A concerned parent & pediatrician

8/13/2021 9:54 PM

4056

Children 12 and under should be masked in school as recommended by the AAP. They cannot
be vaccinated and the next best protection is universal masking. I want schools to remain
open and I don’t know how that can happen if there is not a mask mandate.

8/13/2021 9:53 PM

4057

Thank you for allowing me to voice my opinion and keeping our children safe in this pandemic.
Last year was a year to learn and I hope that we have. We now know that wearing a mask is

8/13/2021 9:53 PM
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not only ineffective it is also dangerous in our schools, not to mention the environmental
impact on our landfills. Hear is some information you may or may not know about masks, We
now know that the Corona Virus is .12 Microns per the Mayo Clinic and .125 according to the
NIH. https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/covid-19-mayo-clinic-expert-answersquestions-about-masks-after-cdc-updates-its-recommendation/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4369385/ a 3 ply mask will stop 2.9 Microns if
worn correctly.
https://www.guillevin.com/UserFiles/Product/Documents/FA/30/41/Technical%20Specs%20Det
ail%20-%2002ff6c4c-6b65-499e-8763-5327f0d20bcd.pdf Masks that have been tested by
laboratories have found the following on masks that children have worn. • Streptococcus
pneumoniae (pneumonia) • Mycobacterium tuberculosis (tuberculosis) • Neisseria meningitidis
(meningitis, sepsis) • Acanthamoeba polyphaga (keratitis and granulomatous amebic
encephalitis) • Acinetobacter baumanni (pneumonia, blood stream infections, meningitis, UTIs
— resistant to antibiotics) • Escherichia coli (food poisoning) • Borrelia burgdorferi (causes
Lyme disease) • Corynebacterium diphtheriae (diphtheria) • Legionella pneumophila
(Legionnaires' disease) • Staphylococcus pyogenes serotype M3 (severe infections—high
morbidity rates) • Staphylococcus aureus (meningitis, sepsis)
https://townhall.com/tipsheet/scottmorefield/2021/06/15/a-group-of-parents-sent-their-kids-facemasks-to-a-lab-for-analysis-heres-what-they-found-n2591047 If the real concern is the health of
children as opposed to the optics of the health for our children the Tri-County health will trust
the science and will eliminate mask wearing for any students or teachers in schools. I
understand that you will get pushback from the parents that do not follow or understand the
science, but you are there to make very hard decisions and I expect that you will make the
right one for our schools and our children. Thank you for all of your hard work and courage that
it will take to ban all masks in all schools in Tri-County. Sincerely, A loving and caring parent.
4058

Aspen View Academy is a charter school in Douglas County with no protection procedures for
young children. With the rise of the Delta variant, we must put the children’s safety ahead of
uneducated public opinion. Your job as a Health Department is to make sure these kids are in
a safe environment. Aspen View Academy has repeatedly said they will not make any
changes, unless forced to by the state or health department. Please help!

8/13/2021 9:53 PM

4059

Our children cannot go through what they experienced last school year. There are no numbers
to support masking our children for the entire school day. There were more children that died of
the flu in 2018 then have died during this entire ““ pandemic. Yet never once in 2018, Were
masks mandated to protect our children from the flu. Please please for the emotional sanity of
our children and teachers, allow them to come to school with the choice to either wear a mask
or to not wear a mask. Allow parents the freedom to make this medical choice for their
children.

8/13/2021 9:53 PM

4060

My two elementary aged kids are currently wearing masks to school because we want to do
our part to keep in-person learning a safe option. We live with an immunocompromised family
member, and while all the adults in our house are vaccinated, my kids aren’t old enough to
qualify yet. I want to slow the possibility of covid infection for my kids, but also to stop the
secondary spread in order to keep our family and our community safe and healthy.

8/13/2021 9:52 PM

4061

Who at TCHD deemed it relevant to waste critical time & resources on seeking non-expert,
personal opinions, for a life-saving, science-based policy? This current boondoggle is a
dereliction of duties & only further delays the implementation of a desperately-needed
correction of insufficient masking policies for the 2021/22 school year. It also invites the idea
that a “meet in the middle” solution is appropriate. These are major mistakes that will cost
lives. From here on out, please stop entertaining dangerous, anti-science nonsense. Please
shut down voices of intimidation & misinformation (especially those from local public officials).
Please quit providing them a platform and a false sense of legitimacy. Going forward, I hope to
see TCHD using only data, evidence & facts to mitigate Covid & protect the vulnerable.

8/13/2021 9:52 PM

4062

Although the policies are being made based on the assumption that 12+ year olds are
vaccinated, that’s not the reality. Large percentage of 12 to 17 year olds are not vaccinated
due to parental fears about the unknowns of vaccines. Hence, it makes sense to have a mask
mandate for all students to avoid outbreaks and disruptions... and possibly save lives. Please
don’t do the same mistakes that were made last year, where the mask mandates were
introduced after the outbreak took off. We should care for our little kids who are vulnerable due
to not being able to get the vaccine. Let’s curb the virus by masking up in doors.

8/13/2021 9:51 PM

4063

I’m a respiratory therapist at a local hospital. I understand that kids want things to go back to
normal, but with the new variant growing so fast, the only way we are going to beat it is by not

8/13/2021 9:51 PM
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spreading it. Right now, we can at least give the kids some normalcy by letting them attend
school with masks. I’m afraid if we don’t make masking mandatory, the schools will be forced
to shut down in no time. This is no longer a disease that’s affecting adults, many kids are also
dying too now. We have the power to make this horrible situation better, but we need to act
now!
4064

This is ridiculous. Let people make their own decisions. Stop forcing kids to wear masks.

8/13/2021 9:51 PM

4065

Protecting our children needs to be the priority of our public health officials and our schools. As
you are very much aware, no one mitigation strategy is effective. It takes multiple strategies in
tandem to be the most effective. Masks alone are not the answer but they are a major player
in keeping schools open and children safe. But they only work if everyone wears them. Masks
should be required in our schools.

8/13/2021 9:51 PM

4066

Masks suck

8/13/2021 9:51 PM

4067

No masks, classroom cleanliness, lunch room disinfecting procedures are what will keep the
virus at bay

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

4068

I support universal masking in all indoor settings. Thank you!

8/13/2021 9:50 PM

4069

For my asthmatic child and all the children please mandate masks in elementary school!

8/13/2021 9:48 PM

4070

Please make a mask mandate and keep our kids, under 12 that can not be vaccinated, safe.
After the vaccine is available, We understand making this optional!

8/13/2021 9:48 PM

4071

Kids all used masks last year and all of my kids tested + for SARS cov 2. Masks caused
headaches for my kids and interfered with learning and did not prevent infection. Studies
showing masks provide benefit are weak. Kids are at very low risk for death or hospitalization
for COVID 19 so masks are not indicated.

8/13/2021 9:47 PM

4072

Masks do not work. If they did then my son should not have been quarantined so often last
year.

8/13/2021 9:47 PM

4073

A) most kids will not wear the mask correctly anyway and what damage could the mask do
between breathing in CO2 and potentially wearing masks multiple times that could have picked
up particles of the covid virus that they breathe in repetitively causing more exposure instead?
B) they unnecessarily invoke negative feelings in a learning environment, hindering the learning
process C) is there really enough data to show there is a benefit and that it outweighs the
negatives? D) those few that feel so vulnerable have other options than to force the masses to
wear masks if they want to attend school

8/13/2021 9:47 PM

4074

Both my teens are vaccinated. If someone else chooses not be vaccinated, than they can
wear a mask if they feel they need protection.

8/13/2021 9:47 PM

4075

If CDC currently recommends both vaccinated and unvaccinated to mask indoors, it seems
like a school district with thousands of unvaccinated children would follow suit. Thanks!

8/13/2021 9:46 PM

4076

Please, please, please! issue a mask requirement for the schools especially those at an age
unable to be vaccinated. Currently very few students are wearing masks at my son’s school. I
am concerned that if few are wearing masks his mask alone would not be effective in
protecting him from infection. I do not feel comfortable sending my son to a room of unmasked
unvaccinated people based on what is happening at other schools when masks are not
required and based on the current available science and recommendations of the experts. I
understand people may not want to wear them and perhaps they can exert that freedom when
running errands etc in the community but when we are talking about unmasked and
unvaccinated young children safety should be a top priority. I also believe continued low mask
numbers will make it difficult to control outbreaks and will lead to difficulties continuing in
person learning which should also be a top priority. Thank you for your consideration!!

8/13/2021 9:45 PM

4077

PLEASE require masks for students under 12, from ALL schools. We attend a charter school
(Aspen View Academy) and they have ZERO procedures in order to keep kids from getting
sick (other than an air filtration system). The Principal has stated numerous times that unless
required, he will not implement any additional strategies. There is no way in-person learning is
sustainable, without layers of protection, like masks. This school is PreK-8th and about 1,000
students. Below is the schools “plan” to keep kids from contracting Covid. It’s a joke. My kids
were some of the only children in the school that wore masks last year and were bullied, even
by a staff member. From AVA: 2021-2022 School Year COVID Plans You may have seen in
the news that the state just released COVID guidelines for schools. These recommendations

8/13/2021 9:45 PM
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differentiate between communities with high and low vaccination rates. Douglas County has
one of the highest vaccination rates (70%) in the state, including among children 12-15 (50%).
As of late, the state has focused on promoting local control (turning COVID protocols over to
the local health departments). During the last Board of Education meeting, Dr. Douglas from Tri
County Health discussed their approach, which also focuses on health department suggestions
while honoring local control for individual schools. With all of that as context, I want to assure
you the plan we previously shared and our focus on returning to normalcy this upcoming
school year will remain unchanged (details below). Student lead reciting of The Pledge of
Allegiance and Student Creed will return Face Coverings No Longer Required Face coverings
will no longer be required for any student or staff member; however, masks may be worn by
those who feel more comfortable doing so. Face coverings will not be required in the school or
on school grounds. Masks are supported if individuals choose or need to wear them, and we
will support this choice and work through each situation. COVID Immunizations Not Mandatory
The COVID immunization will NOT be required for AVA staff or students. Quarantines
Discontinued Quarantines of healthy/non-symptomatic students and staff will be discontinued.
Should a student or staff member test positive for COVID, they will be required to quarantine
per health guidelines. Staff or students who show symptoms commonly associated with
COVID may be asked to isolate for 10 days, unless they provide documentation that they have
been fully vaccinated. We will inform you if your child has been exposed to someone with
COVID, however, quarantining will not be required Physical Distancing No Longer Implemented
Physical distancing will no longer be implemented. Visitors and Volunteers Permitted In the
2021-2022 school year, visitors and volunteers will be permitted in AVA as they were preCOVID. Face coverings will not be required for visitors; however, they may wear one if they
wish. Field Trips Resume Field trips, including out-of-state trips, will resume in 2021-2022.
Athletics and Activities Resume as Normal Athletics and activities will resume normal
processes in 2021-2022. Facilities Rentals Resume Facilities rentals will resume as normal in
2021-2022. Hand Hygiene AVA will continue to encourage good hand hygiene, such as
reminding students to wash hands after using the restroom, before meals, etc., and provide
access to hand sanitizer stations. Disinfection Touchpoints (i.e., doorknobs, light switches,
etc.) will continue to be disinfected throughout the school daily. Teachers and staff will
continue to have access to disinfectant supplies, including disinfecting spray, to clean hightouch areas regularly if desired. Ventilation The circulation of outdoor air within the school, via
mechanical systems, will continue to be increased. As a reminder, AVA had the NBPI filtration
system installed on all our HVAC units prior to the last school year starting. Temperature
Checks Student temperature checks will no longer be performed prior to entering the
classroom. In addition to the protocols listed above, AVA will continue to encourage families to
keep students at home when showing symptoms of illness. Thank you for your ongoing
patience and partnership as we have navigated the COVID pandemic. We are looking forward
to providing our students and staff with much more normalcy in the coming school year.
Please know that any of the above items may be changed or modified based on possible state
or federal mandates. Bob Barber Principal
4078

Wearing masks causes immune systems to weaken against ALL colds and flus. It also makes
learning and socializing more difficult. And for what, no kids are having health issues from
COVID.

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

4079

Our kids need to be in full time in person school without restrictions or masks. People who feel
unsafe have the option to stay home!

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

4080

I believe that people should be able to make their own choices. If parents want their children to
wear a mask then awesome but I think parents/kids should also have the choice to not mask.
Ok on to data. According to the CDC https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19Deaths-Focus-on-Ages-0-18-Yea/nr4s-juj3 423 children 0-18 have died. With 74.2millon children
that is 0.00057%. According to science studies children have fewer ACE2 receptors leading to
them being much less likely to get a transmit the virus. Lastly, cloth masks can block around
50% of 2um sized particles. The coronavirus Is spread by aerosol which have a particle size
0.4um Showing that cloth masks don’t protect against an aerosol Virus. Thank you for you
time and I hope you allow people to make their own choices

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

4081

There is zero evidence that masks work. They only dehumanize and depress our kids. Why
would we ask the demographic that is at the lowest level of risk to do this. If a student wants
to wear a mask to school then they have the freedom to do that, but do not infringe on the
personal liberties of students and parents by mandating masks.

8/13/2021 9:44 PM

4082

Let the parents decide what is right for their own children! Give our kids some sort of normal!
They are only kids for a little while, let them be kids and don’t force them to wear masks!

8/13/2021 9:43 PM
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4083

I do not feel that the children should be in masks all day at school. I feel kids need to build
their immune systems and when having masks on all day all it seemed to have done was
weaken them. I feel that parents should be in charge of making the best decisions for their
child and their health and well-being

8/13/2021 9:43 PM

4084

Kids should wear masks indoor

8/13/2021 9:42 PM

4085

After announcing multiple times that you would not put a "mandate" in place, but leave up to
individual districts, you try and pull this crap by now trying to put a mandate in place? We will
not comply if you do.

8/13/2021 9:42 PM

4086

100% against this. To grant one group there wish while ignoring the other is not right. The way
it is now is how it should be. If you want to wear a mask then wear one. If you want the
vaccine then get it. You do not get to make this decision for my children. I would also
recommend you have a way for parents to recoup there tax dollars and school fees as we will
be pulling our kids out and put them in a online setting. This will effect every facet of the
school and could very well kill all sports programs. This is each parents choice for their own
child.

8/13/2021 9:41 PM

4087

My 7 & 11 yr olds are defenseless without a mask yet won’t wear one because their peers are
not wearing one so I’m losing a lot of sleep worrying.

8/13/2021 9:41 PM

4088

I have two kids that attend Coyote Creek. We also had them go back to school last year with
everything going on and they did great. The only hard part for them was having to wear masks.
This year they were so excited to have the option. They said they love not having to wear the
mask. And I have to agree. It should be up to them if they feel if it necessary. We feel like
there should not be a mask mandate at the school.

8/13/2021 9:41 PM

4089

I 100% DO NOT agree with masking our children. For too long now children, who are proven to
NOT be vulnerable to this virus have been masked, distanced, socially isolated, unable to
attend school, extracurricular activities lost for months, staring at computer screens to receive
an education and their mental, social and emotional Heath has not once been considered.
School in 2020 was MISERABLE, unable to see their teachers and friends faces, indoctrinated
with fear, unable to mingle with other classes on the playground, distanced in the lunchroom
and the list goes on. This is ludacris. If some parents want their children masked, let them
mask. I DO NOT want my children masked and that should be MY CHOICE, not the
governments, not the School board, not the CDC or Tri County Health. I have yet to see a peer
reviewed study showing that masks are safe and effective and frankly, we know they are not.
If masks are reimplemented in school you will lose my children, and I can think of several
other families that will be gone too. Leave our children alone!!!

8/13/2021 9:40 PM

4090

Many of us are sick of the bait and switch tactics being used by DCSD. Stop making
decisions based on emotion and and media portrayal of purported facts. Do what’s best for the
kids and based on the facts that our kids are at an extremely minimal risk of COVID.

8/13/2021 9:40 PM

4091

As a DCSD employee and the mother of two elementary school-aged children, I highly
encourage Tri-County Health to pass a mandatory mask mandate for all k-12 students & staff.

8/13/2021 9:40 PM

4092

Please require masks!

8/13/2021 9:39 PM

4093

Masking should be the parent’s choice. It is our job to educate ourselves and do what we think
is best for our child. What I think is best for my child may not be what is best for someone
else’s child. Our children are individuals with different needs. Just like with teaching every
student is different and has different needs. Let parents decide what is best for their child.

8/13/2021 9:39 PM

4094

My son is too little to advocate for himself and should not be required to wear a mask all day. I
don’t believe any children should be required to wear a mask for an illness that (per all
available/emerging data) shows is less dangerous to them than the flu and RSV. We’ve had
severe flu seasons before (which are much more deadly to kids) and we’ve never masked
during those seasons. We are all wanting this pandemic to be over and for people to be less at
risk for this virus but mandating things that are not supported by data or studies is not helping
us get there. This is not about health, it’s political. I will not put my son in a mask all day so if
it’s mandated, we will not be sending him to school and we will home school.

8/13/2021 9:38 PM

4095

Please protect our children and help keep schools in person by requiring masks until those 11
and under are vaccinated. My child is 5 years old and has asthma. I’m a physician mother.
Please listen to us! This virus is lethal.

8/13/2021 9:38 PM

1295 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
4096

Let the parents decide what is best for there own kids on whether to mask or not. This country
was born with the rights of the individual in mined, not the demand of the masses.

8/13/2021 9:38 PM

4097

If safety and health are priorities, and it is for my child, nobody should be opposed to any
mandatory protocols, such as wearing masks and/or social distancing. Wearing a mask is not
a hardship, getting ill is, it's just common sense and decency.

8/13/2021 9:37 PM

4098

Mask should NOT be required! I don’t care what the government who does NOT have
America’s best interest at heart says. My child! My rules!

8/13/2021 9:37 PM

4099

I have boys at both Mountain View and Northeast, and I emphatically support universal
masking measures. Our kids are too young to be vaccinated and the minor inconvenience of a
mask is a small price to pay to protect them and to minimize learning disruptions through
illness or quarantine for exposed kiddos.

8/13/2021 9:36 PM

4100

I support all kids wearing masks while our numbers are increasing and until a vaccine is out for
kids

8/13/2021 9:36 PM

4101

I strongly encourage the board to require masks for students AND teachers. It is the
responsible thing to do to protect our children and our community.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

4102

No masks

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

4103

I will take my kids out of the county schools if they require masks. There is more harm then
good done to students if you make them wear masks. Please let our kids learn in an
environment that supports metal health as well as physical health.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

4104

It’s simple. Masks have proven to help limit the spread of the virus. We can’t always know
who isn’t vaccinated in any situation and when it comes to kids, we have a responsibility to
protect them. Mask mandates in schools is the best chance. Period.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

4105

Masking in schools is not effective and children have an extremely low chance of contracting
and passing COVID on. They have a higher chance of dying from the common flu. No masks
in school. No mandatory vaccines.

8/13/2021 9:35 PM

4106

We should not force our children to wear masks. Let them be children!

8/13/2021 9:34 PM

4107

The toll of mask wearing has taken its course. There is little risk in having children NOT wear
masks and maximum mental health repercussions on most children. Masks will keep us from
moving forward and further divide our communities. The benefits far outweigh the risks and we
should band together for the sake of our children.

8/13/2021 9:34 PM

4108

Are kids are not at high risk for being fatal. Please don’t ask them to wear masks in school
again.

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4109

Please do a mask mandate!!

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4110

My child suffers from a speech delay and I believe masks significantly impact her ability to
overcome her delay. Also, her pediatrician agrees that if at all possible, she should not wear a
mask.

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4111

The CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics recommends masks indoors. Why are you
smarter than them? You’re not. Follow the guidelines or get sued.

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4112

Please issue a universal mask mandate to keep our kids safer and to help keep our schools
open. If they all have to wear one, it will be less of a distraction overall. We’d rather our kids in
masks in school, learning and with their peers than more in our community sick and our kids
home isolated and/or sick.

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4113

No Masks

8/13/2021 9:33 PM

4114

Please do not mandate masks. I know what is best for my kids. My kindergartener came home
with someone else’s mask last year! The parents have a right to decide. This is supposed to
be a free country. There is an option right now to mask or not. Let’s leave it at that - the right to
choose.

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

4115

Please slow down on all mandates - quarantine only the sick.

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

4116

Or vaccination percentages are high and it is foolish to require masks. The social development
of our kids are drastically affected by not seeing individual facial expressions. Based on
observations, it is overwhelmingly obvious that there are WAY more people in support of no

8/13/2021 9:32 PM
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masks. Under 1% of individuals are wearing masks. E we should not be subjected to appease
the 1%. They can elect to stay home. My kids will not be wearing masks.
4117

On what basis are masks even being considered? There are far less health concerns now than
there were in the beginning of all this shinanigans. Let kids be kids and don’t rob them of their
childhood.

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

4118

Please, please don’t make it mandatory. If people are more comfortable, they’re welcome to
wear, but our kids are safe and now so far behind on their academics. There’s very little risk w/
them, please let them have a more normal school year.

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

4119

Do not mask our children!!

8/13/2021 9:32 PM

4120

Do not under any circumstances mandate masks for kids. This should have never even been
considered. The science doesn’t back mask use in kids. Even if there was a small gain it’s not
reasonable or worth it. The people have had enough of this crap. Go to any public place in
Douglas county and you will see most people not wearing a mask, your going to tell our kids
they have to do this for 8 hours a day when no one else is doing it in public, there is no good
science to support it, and any minute benefit is not worth the stress it places on the kids. Feel
free to reach out to me directly if you still think this is a good idea

8/13/2021 9:31 PM

4121

Covid 19 has proven to affect children less that adults, there is not need to mandate masks in
schools. Furthermore, what happened to the land of the free? We have a choice, don’t take our
voice away.

8/13/2021 9:31 PM

4122

Please please allow parents to decide if their children should wear a mask. Give us the choice
for our children

8/13/2021 9:30 PM

4123

If you followed the "science " this wouldn't even be a discussion. But we all know this survey
is simply a formality..you have zero intention of truly representing the collective, so go ahead
and bow to the left, continue to destroy lives, families, and generations..make your side deals
and pat yourselves on the back for keeping "safety" as the main objective.

8/13/2021 9:29 PM

4124

I will not succumb to fear-based policy making based upon sensational media reports regarding
the Delta Variant, but instead will reflect soundly upon scientific data provided by public health
experts associated with severity as it has for 17 months. I will not overreact to rare but
overreported examples of vaccinated individuals experiencing severity from the Delta Variant
nor create public policy that negatively and disproportionately impacts its citizens, especially
young people. While I respect and agree with the strong recommendations of public health
officials to vaccinate, I will not be engaging in activities that would compel or force
vaccinations upon those that choose not to have them. While I respectfully recognize the
sovereignty of the Douglas County School District, charter schools, private schools and other
educational institutions, I wish to encourage and express gratitude to these partner entities on
behalf of its citizens and parents in particular for not imposing further oppressive mask orders
or other unnecessary restrictions upon our young people at this time.”

8/13/2021 9:29 PM

4125

I support mask use in kids unable to be vaccinated. We must protect our children. Once a
vaccine is available then parents can choose. But until then mask use is all that we have.

8/13/2021 9:29 PM

4126

Masks cause more harm than good.

8/13/2021 9:29 PM

4127

If there was substantial proof that masks worked against covid AND covid was rampantly
affecting children and teens then maybe we would consider masks but there's no scientific
data showing why we should wear masks in indoor settings. No to masks for kids!!

8/13/2021 9:28 PM

4128

Based on the recommendations of multiple public health agencies, and based on the rising
cases in our area, I strongly believe an indoor mask mandate is in the best interest of all
citizens, but particularly school aged children. Cases have risen to near the point at the height
of the pandemic. At that time, universal masking was seen as a necessity in this state and we
subsequently saw cases fall. Although vaccines offer some protection, the situation should be
treated the same way as before especially for children. There is a vocal and agitated minority
speaking up against masks. Please do not let their politically motivated pressure prevent you
from doing what is necessary to protect public health. These same individuals plus many more
will be frustrated when schools close and children are left with another year of uncertainty. We
must be proactive to minimize the impact. Thank you for taking the time to consider our
feedback.

8/13/2021 9:28 PM

4129

Let parents decide on masks for their children. Stop the politicization of this virus.

8/13/2021 9:28 PM
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4130

NO MASK MANDATE!!! IT NEEDS TO BE OUR CHOICE AND IF YOU ARE WORRIED THEN
YOU WEAR THE MASK! WE CAN’T KEEP DOING THIS TO OUR KIDS!!! STOP FEEDING
THE POLITICAL CONTROL IN OUR SCHOOLS.

8/13/2021 9:28 PM

4131

As a physician and a parent, I support universal masking, especially in school settings where
the majority of individuals are not eligible for vaccination. The schools and county health
department should be doing everything they can do to provide the safest possible learning
environment and to ensure schools are not shut down again this year. This will be achieved by
implementing COVID mitigation strategies. To do otherwise is to go against the guidelines put
forth by the experts, common sense, and the duties of these institutions to the people. We feel
so strongly about masks, we feel it would be irresponsible and negligent for us as parents to
send our child to a non-masking school. Our children will not be participating in the school
district until masks are required.

8/13/2021 9:28 PM

4132

Masks should be a personal choice.

8/13/2021 9:27 PM

4133

Please allow our families to make the best choice for us and our children. Encourage healthy
behaviors and habits but don’t mandate masks for our children.

8/13/2021 9:27 PM

4134

Parents have the right to CHOOSE!

8/13/2021 9:27 PM

4135

As an educator, our students are suffering due to the ignorance and selfishness of adults.
Students over the age of 12 have had an opportunity to vaccinate. Do not punish those that
made the choice to follow public health safety and are trying to aid in ending the crisis. Make
those that are not vaccinated stay home and do remote learning. Districts are now set up for
this option. Until there are consequences, or difficult choices, our community has not shown
the maturity or unselfishness needed to do what is right for our community. Mandate
vaccinations for students 12 and older to attend school or require unvaccinated students and
adults to mask. Do not punish those that have followed the guidelines of Tri County and the
CDC. I trust Tri County to make recommendations to end exposure based on impact of
students 11 and under. Is the impact significant enough to require masks?

8/13/2021 9:26 PM

4136

Masks should remain optional, but not mandatory.

8/13/2021 9:24 PM

4137

I think the decision not to wear masks during the first three weeks of school is a breeding
ground for a disaster. If health is a true priority for our children, why refuse a better safe than
sorry approach. The new variants present territory that we have not explored. It will be much
easier to tell our children to take their masks off after 3 weeks then to put their mask on
because of an unfortunate health circumstance.

8/13/2021 9:24 PM

4138

I am the mom of three children under the age of 12 who attend school in the Douglas County
School District. COVID safety measures at schools such as masking, distancing and desk
shields should remain in place until children under 12 are able to receive the COVID vaccine. I
fully support a mask mandate. Although COVID has thus far shown to be only rarely fatal to
children, we know little about the potential long-term impacts to kids’ health should they
contract it. To protect kids from COVID is not just to protect against a slim chance of death,
but to protect against unknowns related to COVID, potential spread outside of school, school
closures, overfilled hospitals, and continued development of variants against which vaccines
are not as effective. Masking is one of the simplest steps we can take to protect kids and
lower COVID risks. It is not a political matter in my mind, but purely a public health matter. The
laws do not allow smoking indoors, as it impacts others in a harmful way, I believe the same
goes for allowing unmasked and unvaccinated persons in schools. I, and my children, are
aware that the top health entities (including the CDC and AAP) state children should continue
to mask at school for now; and I question what is taught to our children if DCSD schools do
not abide by what our nation’s top scientists and doctors recommend with respect to their
health. Shouldn’t our children be learning to trust health experts on health matters? I am very
nervous to send my currently healthy, innocent, trusting, and not yet vaccinated children to a
DCSD school, where, unless there is a mask mandate, many other unvaccinated children and
possibly unvaccinated adults will not be masked. As a parents, I hope the DCSD, including our
school (Aspen View Academy) quickly adopts science-based health protocol before harm is
done, or a tragedy occurs.

8/13/2021 9:23 PM

4139

There is zero reason why my child or any other child should have to wear a mask. Covid is the
flu. We should not be living in fear! Those that wish to wear a mask should do so. Those that
are compromised should make other arrangements for their schooling! These kids should not
be bullied into wearing masks!

8/13/2021 9:23 PM
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4140

The data shows that children who get Covid are not at risk of dying nor severe health issues.
In fact the common cold and flu historically have led to higher hospitalizations. Per the CDC
website and the data on the site, no one is talking about the specific numbers related to
children and Covid. In addition the only masks that are effective at a high rate in preventing the
spread are N91. The cloth masks that most children are wearing are only 20% effective in
reducing the potential of spreading or contracting the virus. Leave the choice of masks up to
each individual family and teacher. If someone is concerned with getting the virus, they can
wear a mask. We are all smart educated people who can make rational choices.

8/13/2021 9:21 PM

4141

Since the COVID delta variant is so contagious, I think we should wear masks at school to
protect the students and staff, especially for those under 12 yr olds.

8/13/2021 9:21 PM

4142

As the father of 2 elementary students too young to be vaccinated I strongly support
mandating masks in elementary schools. My youngest daughter was exposed to COVID on
the first and second days of school this past week. The school and district aren’t responding to
the exposure with any additional actions other than keeping the positive student home, but
have assured us that the kids are safe because they are washing their hands and are allowed
to wear masks if they want to. With a large portion of the students not masking, the more
contagious nature of the delta variant, and the delay between exposure, symptoms, and
testing, the chances of this exposure working through the classroom are clearly much higher
than if the students were masked. I know this issue has become politicized and can see why
schools and the district don’t want to have to take a stand on their own, but if an exposure in
the class is not enough for the school to at a minimum enact a mask rule for one class, not a
quarantine mind you, just 10 days of masking, then it is clear that the district has abdicated
this responsibility to the health department and I therefor implore you to act.

8/13/2021 9:20 PM

4143

No mask. They don’t do anything

8/13/2021 9:20 PM

4144

Please do not initiate a mask mandate for the schools. It provides a terrible learning
environment and is not effective especially with the younger children. Leave it up to individual
choice as our country was founded on.

8/13/2021 9:20 PM

4145

Making children mask is harmful to them in so many ways. The swine flu was much more
deadly to children and never once were masks even considered. Masks are harmful to child
development and health.

8/13/2021 9:19 PM

4146

Please leave this decision for parents. Let’s stop painting children with such a broad brush.
There are children that have serious anxiety when it comes to wearing masks. I would ask you
to keep in mind that a child’s mental and emotional health are just as important as physical
health. Not every child should be in a mask! If parents want masks, they are more than
welcome to send their child to school with one. Let’s not be just another district to overreact to
inflated numbers.

8/13/2021 9:17 PM

4147

Please leave making your child to the choice of each parent.

8/13/2021 9:17 PM

4148

I will not support children wearing masks!!

8/13/2021 9:16 PM

4149

Considering we got a "low-risk exposure" notice the 3rd day of school, and Mesa Middle
School had at least one sent out on day 4, I would feel better if everyone was required to wear
masks to help prevent any outbreaks, especially now that we are not quarantining entire
classes (which I am grateful for). I believe it will help more kids stay in school and help prevent
any serious outbreaks. I have a BS degree in Public Health and fully support masking to help
prevent the spread of such a contagious virus, especially this Delta variant. My kids feel safer
wearing a mask at school.

8/13/2021 9:15 PM

4150

No masks for our kids!

8/13/2021 9:15 PM

4151

The CDC said not too long ago that unless you are using N95 masks it isn’t helpful in stopping
the spread of covid. Most people aren’t able to obtain N95 masks so I don’t see the point in
children wearing masks when it isn’t going to stop the spread of the virus.

8/13/2021 9:14 PM

4152

Mask mandate yes. Need to buys hospitals more time to plan for super sick kids and young
adults who won’t vaccinate. Some 12 and up can’t get vaccine- should enforce all until fall
break and reassess.

8/13/2021 9:14 PM

4153

The kids don’t need yet another year of chaos and lack of proper educational/social
development. Childcare centers and schools have always been a Petri dish for germs.
Encourage hand washing and cleaning like we should anyway.

8/13/2021 9:14 PM
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4154

I am a registered nurse and I support masking our children for the greater good.

8/13/2021 9:14 PM

4155

Please let families choose

8/13/2021 9:13 PM

4156

I beg of you to please protect our children. Especially ages under 12 who can’t get vaccinated.
We should do EVERYTHING we can to protect our babies. Everything! Thank you!

8/13/2021 9:13 PM

4157

It's very difficult to teach with a mask on as well as understand the students!

8/13/2021 9:12 PM

4158

No mask mandate means everyone is more prone to exposure. Parents can't choose to not
send their kid to school, so it forces us to expose our kids, especially those who ride busses
with 3 kids to a seat!

8/13/2021 9:12 PM

4159

We have gone all summer without masks, and no masks for children under 10 all school year
in 2019/2020. Why make the change now. It should be left up to the parents for this decision.

8/13/2021 9:11 PM

4160

Our family believes Douglas County and Tri-County should follow the recommendations of the
CDC - and require masking for schools. We should all do our part to reduce the spread of
COVID - and give our towns/state/country an opportunity to return to normal. This is a highly
charged issue - but In-person learning and required masking is a good compromise for
everyone.

8/13/2021 9:09 PM

4161

I am opposed to my kids wearing a mask during the 2021-2022 school year. They’re desperate
for some normalcy.

8/13/2021 9:09 PM

4162

Absolutely no masks at all for any school. These children are loosing out on social cues and
dividing btwn mask or no mask is supporting segregation and teaching children to judge others

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4163

Kids are now being infected with COVID like we’ve never seen before. And with so many not
vaccinated, or not old enough to vaccinate, everyone’s at greater risk. We’re asking for your
leadership to put our children’s safety above all else.

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4164

No mask mandate, please

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4165

One of the biggest areas where I feel that we have done wrong by our kids in this pandemic is
the unwilling masking of students in our schools. The masks are not effective in controlling the
spread of coronavirus--if you follow the science, you will find this to be true. Student-aged
children have a very little chance of being hospitalized or die from Coronavirus, and it is pitiful
to think that requiring them to take an experimental shot would be a good solution to combat
the spread of Covid. Similarly, keeping kids masked out of fear is an injustice at a high level.
Fear of Covid, fear of bullying, fear of dying--we are creating a generation that is afraid and that
is not what we have raised our children for. We need to go back to common sense, tried and
true methods of allowing freedom for individuals to make choices that are best for them.

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4166

I strongly believe that masks should not be forced upon children to any extent to children
attending school. We have all had a opportunity to be vaccinated or not to be. Everyone has
there own opinion on it at this point. There is no reason to force american children to wear a
mask. If you would like to wear one than feel free and if not than don’t. But these are our
children and we as there parents can make the best decision for them and there health not a
school board. We have all read the data and seen the news and have taken in the risks and
what we all believe they are. Children are at school to learn and to make friends and play not to
be dictated or micro managed. Children are also the lowest at risk and if it’s a concern for a
child bringing the virus home than let them decide to have there children wear a mask but it is
not fair for one group of people to determine what The rest do with there children. We are
Americans and as Americans we have a choice of what we do with ourselves our children and
there health. Thank you for your consideration. Colton Holland

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4167

Vaccinated household here, with a senior in high school and worry about a 3rd year if disrupted
educational cadence and learning.

8/13/2021 9:08 PM

4168

All unvaccinated people should be in masks

8/13/2021 9:07 PM

4169

Masks need to be mandated for children who are not vaccinated (all children under 12, and/or
children 12 and over who are not vaccinated). It is for the safety of our children, our families,
and the immunocompromised living in this community. Do what is BEST for children, not what
is political.

8/13/2021 9:07 PM

4170

I feel that all kids should be required to wear a mask in school

8/13/2021 9:07 PM

4171

No masks!!!!

8/13/2021 9:06 PM
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4172

Please do not mask our kids. The social and emotional being of our kids is most important
right now.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4173

It has been proven that children do not transmit the virus to adults. They are a very very very
low risk population. It is time for us to stop letting the media and the liberals paint the picture
of the virus and what we need do. That being said, both his mother and I received both doses
of the vaccine in an attempt to get life back to normal. It is time for this nonsense to stop.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4174

Data shows that cloth masks, which most kids wear, provide 20% effectiveness against Covid
and delta spread. Masking will not prevent spread of a highly contagious virus. Additionally, per
NPR Daily Podcast, the kids who are being hospitalized due to delta complications are obese
or have increased BMI. Those are the facts.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4175

As a high school teacher, I saw first hand last year the detrimental impact of masking
students, many of whom have very nominal adverse effects/symptoms from COVID. Not only
are the masks are laden with bacteria, but the deleterious effect on their mental health is
striking. Not being able to communicate effectively and read non verbal cues was detrimental.
Many students already hide behind a proverbial mask; having to actually hide behind a
physical one, I. My opinion, will add inestimable damage for years to come, especially when
you take into account the negative social realities and poor communication they already face
in this technological age. Please do what’s best for children.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4176

We have had the most unsafe, stressful week since 5th grade resumed on Monday, 8/9. My 10
year old is ineligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. He is wearing a mask at school but only a
handful of other students and a small percentage of his teachers are. Zero members of the
school administration are wearing masks. He knows about the universal masking
recommendations and cannot understand why others aren’t doing their part to keep our
community safe. Our school’s motto is “Be Kind” and <10% of the hundreds within that school
are even taking the basic precaution of masking indoors. He vomited at school on Wednesday.
When I picked him up, I asked if I should get him tested for COVID. Staff told me they “can’t
recommend that.” The illness form they gave me was last modified in 2019 and doesn’t
address a single aspect of COVID symptoms. He was allowed to return 24 hours later. I DID
NOT send him back the next day because I am a responsible parent and wanted to make sure
he didn’t have COVID. I took him for a test and we just received the negative result today. He
missed 2.5 days of school so we didn’t risk possibly spreading the highly transmissible delta
variant. No remote learning opportunities were provided to him. He was just marked absent.
The system of “strongly encouraging” people to follow the resounding expert guidance has
FAILED. We are being FAILED by those in power acting as if all OPINIONS are equally valid.
This is false and does a huge disservice to our children and is a failing of public health. The
issue is NOT complex, the data are clear: masking helps prevent the spread of illness and has
no significant side effects. I am appalled that we are even having to justify this to you, our
board of public health. Shame on you all for not mandating masks in schools. Do. Better.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4177

We strongly encourage the Board to consider a universal mask mandate until the pandemic
has subsided. Thank you.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4178

Maintain an informed decision based on facts from multiple sources. Provide more learning
options, to meet the needs of families with more concern and to allow others to maintain a
more normal school setting. This would provide growth to satisfy the needs of both sides. If
there is a state wide, governor issued mandate then enforce that. But please don’t call a
mandate because of fear. The 3 options below are not inclusive. I fall somewhere between
supporting masking in indoor settings if state-wide mandated. Otherwise we need to help
children learn and continue to embrace queues from facial expressions and provide an all
inclusive learning environment.

8/13/2021 9:06 PM

4179

Absolutely NO mandated mask wearing for my child, under any circumstance.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM

4180

mask wearing causes distress for children as well as health issues (such as mask acne, which
must be treated with medications), incites unnecessary anxieties in children which in the long
term can lead to the development of phobias and other mental health disorders.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM

4181

This virus does not constitute masking. It is not deadly. The damage from masking children is
far greater than the risk of contracting Covid. Natural immunity the body develops from having
the virus is far safer than the vaccine and living life trying to dodge the virus. Why is everyone
so scared of getting sick? Get the virus, deal with it then get on with life. Never before have we
lived in a state of fearing illness. Illness is part of life, our bodies are able to get sick and heal.
That is how it works.

8/13/2021 9:05 PM
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4182

PLEASE mandate masks in all school settings based on the following: - Delta variant is far
more contagious and spreading rapidly - our youngest kids are the most vulnerable because
they cannot yet get vaccinated - even vaccinated people can transmit the virus - we cannot
ask our kids who have suffered mental health issues due to the isolation of distance learning
to go back to that modality again - MASKS work. VACCINES work. Please follow the science
and keep our kids safe BOTH physically and mentally!!!

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

4183

The masks and social distancing are not healthy for our children. The masks are doing more
harm. Please d not listen to the MSM, CDC, the WHO, and Fauci. They do not care about our
children. They want power and control. Please be on the children's side. Please choose good
over evil. Thank you.

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

4184

No Mask Mandates! Let the parents decide.

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

4185

I strongly support a mask mandate for children too young to be vaccinated. I believe it is a
common sense middle ground for those that don’t want anything (no vaccinations and no
masks) and those that want everything (masks and proof of vaccination). In a county so very
divided, the least we can do is the minimum to protect our children and families. That is
enforcing universal masking for our 12 and under children until they are eligible for vaccination.

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

4186

We cannot continue to react by using masks as a first line of defense. They have been proven
to not be effective. It’s incomprehensible to think that we can continue to put our children
through this. The question has to be raised as to why we are seeing an increase of respiratory
illness/infection during summer months. This has to be a choice and should not be forced or
mandated.

8/13/2021 9:04 PM

4187

We need to protect those that cannot protect themselves. The children under 12 cannot
vaccinate. Additionally, there are older students and adults that are unable to vaccinate. Some
of these students want to vaccinate to protect themselves, but their parents will not let them.
Please protect those that cannot protect themselves.

8/13/2021 9:03 PM

4188

Masking should be allowed for anyone but required no where. We are all able to decide for
ourselves (and our families) what risks we are comfortable with. Regarding your questionnaire:
the option I selected should be edited to say “i do not support MANDATORY masking…” If
someone wants to mask, go ahead. No mandate either way!

8/13/2021 9:03 PM

4189

We should have a choice!

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

4190

Please mandate masks for school age kids. My kids will wear a mask regardless but it will
really only help if all the kids wear masks. Please let’s protect them

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

4191

We should have a choice on wearing a mask or not.

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

4192

LEAD BY FACTS, NOT FEAR LET US CHOOSE! Please please please hear our wishes on no
masks! It is a fact that Covid numbers are rising, but it also a fact that a small percentage of
vaccinated and/or children are having severe cases, hospitalizations and even smaller
percentage of deaths. Covid is here to stay, we have to live with it and adapt, through
vaccinations and exposure. Being vaccinated, as well as my children, we have done
everything we can, we’ve done our part, we want to move forward. Masks, in a high school
setting provide false security as they do not wear properly, take off at lunch and other social
activities. They provide a muted learning environment and cause mental and emotional
problems among our youth. The risk of mask wearing doesn’t outweigh the benefit. If you go
back to required masks, it will be not only a step backwards, but it will be very hard to reverse
for a long time. It’s like saying you will require masks until colds go away- it won’t. Not only
that, but it will not give incentive to those who have not been vaccinated to get vaccinated!
Isn’t that the goal here? If you are going to require anything, require vaccinations for all
students, staff and visitors t the high school level or they can mask up. I am so sick of the
media and fear dictating our human decisions. It’s a fact that all high schools opened with a
huge assembly, no masks. Let’s see what come of it in 2 weeks. Yes, their will be cases, but
it would be the same amount if they had masks on. Compare the numbers to schools that
require masks, they’ll be the same! We bopped around with masks for over a year, still
peaked. What stopped it, oh yeah that’s right, vaccinations. Facts show that there will be little
to no severe cases or deaths among our children and among vaccinated. That is science, that
is factual evidence. We don’t require masks during flu season, because we’ve learned to live
with influenza and get vaccinated. Once you pull that trigger and require masks, how will you
reverse it? It’s a premature decision at this point. I’m telling you right now, teens will not wear
them, they will fight it, protest and retaliate in big numbers. and the districts will have a big

8/13/2021 9:02 PM
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mess on their hands. This will disrupt learning and once again mess up their lives. If someone
wants to wear a mask, fine, their choice, but if someone doesn’t, that is their choice too. Let
them live a normal school experience please.
4193

- We have a 7 day average of zero deaths in our county, and 64 cases with over 3.1 million
vaccinated. - What scientific evidence is there that masks prevent COVID? Or the spread of
COVID? - I am concerned with the long term health impacts of breathing in a mask all day. The
impact of oxygen intake, the dirty substances, the impact on hygiene. - Bullying exists for
those that choose not to wear a mask as well - Children should be able to connect, socially
engage, express themselves and enjoy their lives. We should not even consider masking
them.

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

4194

Primary age children NEED to SEE the formation of the mouth to understand phonics. Through
a mask, they are unable to tell the difference between "the/sh/ph/f" sounds, among others. The
disruption of this learning has global learning impacts on speech, reading, pronunciation, and
mental health. Not being able to progress in reading/ phonics/ speech development will impact
this young generation for years to come. The incoming second grade class who started covid
school in Kindergarten had been extremely impacted in their learning as a result. Having faces
covered also impacts social/ optional development, as they learn about emotions and correctly
ordered responses to these emotions at these foundational stages. The masks impact the
relationship between students and teachers as well as peer to peer.

8/13/2021 9:02 PM

4195

With the Delta variant currently being more contagious and causing another rise in cases, and
with children under 12 not being vaccinated, I feel that it is the responsible thing to require
masks on schools. I want children to be able to stay in school and not shit down again. Masks
are a simple, easy thing to do tk prevent the spread of COVID.

8/13/2021 9:01 PM

4196

The masks cause anxiety and fear. The parents a d kids should choose based on their own
needs.

8/13/2021 9:01 PM

4197

No Masks for school aged children under any circumstances!!!

8/13/2021 9:01 PM

4198

No mask

8/13/2021 9:00 PM

4199

Even with being vaccinated, COVID can still be passed. I believe making masks mandatory in
all indoor settings, especially schools, is important to help prevent further spread.

8/13/2021 8:59 PM

4200

Listen to the science and make an educated decision. Don’t let parent pressure influence your
decision. Follow the science and listen to state and federal motions.

8/13/2021 8:59 PM

4201

I believe the choice should be left to the individuals/family. Especially for kids/young adults
masks are a detriment to their health!

8/13/2021 8:59 PM

4202

Please take more caution and heed to protect our kids s as me our community. Mandate
masks to help in this effort. There is no harm to anyone in doing so, and the benefits are great.

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

4203

My daughter needs to read lips to help with her development in kindergarten. Parents have
every right to make their kid wear a mask, or opt of a school if they don't approve of no mask
mandates. It's ridiculous we have never worried about a cold, which has been transmitting for
100's of years, but now media and 50% of the population is fearful, then they need to stay
home and continue to live in fear. NO MASK MANDATE

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

4204

My 2nd grader has severe asthma. Almost every cold sends him to urgent care or the ER. His
Dr. has advised me that he should always wear a mask and not be in any indoor settings
where there are people not wearing masks. This makes sending him to school an incredibly
hard decision. We live in Jeffco, but choice into dougco because we love the school district
and the school. Masks should be mandatory until all students have the ability to be
vaccinated. It is not a big ask to keep all our kids safe.

8/13/2021 8:58 PM

4205

As an educator, I do not think you should require masks in elementary schools. The kids are
having any problem with some students wearing masks, and others not. We have not had an
issue at all. The kids whose parents want them to wear a mask are, and the other kids are not
noticing it. For some kids, mandating masks, could make them not come to school. Many are
feeling that it is isolating and reminding them of what happened last year. Many have trauma
from last year and are trying to adjust. Let families make that decision for their own kids. I
have already heard many kids saying that they are trying to adjust to being around a group of
kids again. It is loud and they are trying to figure out how to share and collaborate. These are
social skills very necessary to being an adult. Other kids are talking about their anxiety of

8/13/2021 8:58 PM
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fitting in. They feel that the mask let them hide a bit and not have to talk to others. The
social/emotional impact far outweighs the impact on the health of kids in relation to COVID.
Families have the option to continue with online learning if they want to. For others, this was
not successful, nor fair. Their parents still had to go to work and they were left at home alone.
We need all kids who want to be in school be allowed to be there at their comfort level. Let
them choose if they want a mask or not.
4206

Parents and students should be free to choose. No mandates for and no mandates against.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4207

Children do not need to wear masks to school.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4208

I will pull my children out if they are required to be masked, tested or vaccinated, currently I
have four children in Douglas County schools.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4209

I think parents need to make the best choice for their own family.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4210

The science shows masks are an effective public health measure to prevent the spread of
COVID19. Why is this even up for discussion? Please don’t listen to the antivax/antimask
crowd. They can provide no evidence that this is not a good idea.

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4211

NO MASK

8/13/2021 8:57 PM

4212

All individuals should be wearing masks indoors and outdoors in crowds to stop the spread of
Covid and particularly the delta variant. My kids want to be in school too but I will not send
them to school when other kids and staff are unmasked and careless about their behaviors.
Please consider universal masking for all. Kids

8/13/2021 8:56 PM

4213

No masks—let these kids learn, in person, without the complication of masks

8/13/2021 8:56 PM

4214

My kids body, my choice. If people want to wear a mask, let them but don’t force others to
wear them. And there is 0 proof that the masks stop the spread.

8/13/2021 8:56 PM

4215

There is absolutely no scientific data to support masks and the efficacy for anyone of any age
but especially in regards to this virus and the transmittal of it in school age children. Actually
quite the opposite, it is unhealthy, unsanitary and preposterous to ask that if our kids. There
are many options available to parents who don’t want their children in a public school setting.
They have the option to homeschool, they have the option to do online school, there is no
reason to punish the rest of of our children with this ridiculous idea of going back to masks.
People are free to make choices and if they think the maskless public school setting is unsafe
then stay home. But let the rest of our children be free to learn, interact, socialize and live as
children should. The childhood depression, suicide rates and feeling of isolation has gone on
long enough. Enough with following the political rhetoric, just let our kids be kids and get their
education. There is zero reason to be scared when the rates are so low they’re almost non
existent. You want to mask every child over a .0002%?! That’s insane. Use common sense.
Seriously. It’s common sense, let’s go back to that and stop listening to politicians.

8/13/2021 8:55 PM

4216

I agree with the current option allowing parents to make their own decision on masking their
children. I believe masks are more detrimental to children’s mental well being than forcing
them to be masked all day.

8/13/2021 8:55 PM

4217

After a year of elearning my daughter has been elated to go to school mask free this year. My
daughter struggles with anxiety and panic attacks and absolutely can not wear a mask for long
periods of time. When gives. The hard choice between in person learning with a mask or
elearning without my daughter elected for elearning with our support. Although we made the
best of the situation, my daughter (and certainly others), suffered academically. How can a
district who strives for excellence settle for mediocrity in the name of a cloth face covering,
with little evidence to support in efficacy, for a virus which affects children even less than the
common flu??? Do better DCSD.

8/13/2021 8:55 PM

4218

We have chosen to have our children wear masks as our school will not require masks for
anyone vaccinated or not. As a charter we don’t follow any recommendations unless
mandated. Politics have clouded our administration’s decisions and we would love for the
choice to be made for them. If we can’t enforce vaccination for everyone than at the very least
the people teaching my children all day should be wearing a mask. It’s a small consolation for
their decision to be unvaccinated. Being in a job where you are around other peoples children
all day should require some semblance of protections and safety during a pandemic that is
very much still on going. If we can’t mandate vaccinations than at the very least all adults
having contact with children should be wearing a mask.

8/13/2021 8:55 PM
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4219

Masks should be a family’s choice. Some are uncomfortable wearing the, all of the time, while
others feel more comfortable with them. It is not something that schools should be requiring.

8/13/2021 8:54 PM

4220

I feel it should be left to the parent to decide if their child must wear a mask in school.

8/13/2021 8:54 PM

4221

Science has shown us that masks are helpful in preventing Covid transmission. Please have
our kids wear masks to keep them as healthy as possible. They need to be in school for their
social and mental health.

8/13/2021 8:54 PM

4222

My child has a sever speech delay. Which I have spent countless hours working with therapist
trying to correct. The last year and a half has been incredibly frustrating for them not being
able to see their teachers mouth to know how to form the words they desperately would like to
know how to say. She is also learning to read and it is imperative for her to be able to see how
the words are formed. Traditional cloth or paper mask don’t allow for this to happen so she’s
falling behind because of mask mandates. If it is so unsafe for children to be in a school
setting without mask then schools should not be open to any. For the safety and well being of
everyone. Forcing mask on these young children is not a solution. It is stifling and setting all of
them up for failure.

8/13/2021 8:54 PM

4223

I have 2 kids under 12, 1 kid over 12. I know vaccinated people can spread the virus to the
unvaccinated. I don't want my youngest 2 kids to get sick, especially now, after we've been
careful for so long. Kids seem to be getting sicker from the Delta variant. I will get them
vaccinated as soon as they turn 12. But, until then, keep them safe. Masking is not that
difficult or burdensome.

8/13/2021 8:53 PM

4224

Please, please pass a mask mandate for our school children who are not able to be vaccinated
yet.

8/13/2021 8:53 PM

4225

I think it is absurd to not continue to wear masks, like we did last year, with the delta variant
running rampant and cases exploding. My son is 8 years old and autistic and remote learning
didn’t work for us AT ALL! He lost months of learning between March 2019 and January 2021! I
think we should do everything possible to avoid outbreaks at schools and to not have to go
back to remote learning.

8/13/2021 8:53 PM

4226

Let the parents decide. Stop making decisions for us. If parents wish for their kids to wear
masks then that’s fine but for those that don’t want their kids in masks we shouldn’t be forced
to make them wear them.

8/13/2021 8:52 PM

4227

I think we need to take what the CDC And the AAP are saying seriously and instate a make
mandate for k-12.

8/13/2021 8:52 PM

4228

I strongly oppose masking our children. Last year was a tough year and I’m glad my daughters
were able to attend in-person school for much of the school year. When I asked my girls how
school was, the response was typically good, but the one constant complaint was how much
the hated wearing the masks. “Why do we always have to wear a mask,” they’d ask. Early in
the pandemic it’s understandable that government, businesses and school would want to do
whatever they thought would work to prevent the spread of Covid. So it was easy to tell my
girls that we just want to keep people safe. But now that we’re 17 months into this we know the
data and statistics. I’m in finance and my wife in accounting. Facts and data are part of our
everyday lives. We teach our kids the fact matter. Data matters. We know know that kids don’t
transmit the virus at anywhere near the level as adults. We know the the mortality rate in kids
is 1 in a million. We know that they are more likely to die in a car wreck in the way to school
than from COVID. They are as likely to die from a lightning strike than from COVID. These
aren’t political statements they are facts. Masking kids is just cosmetic theater aimed to make
school boards feel better. That’s being political and totally unfair to kids. I am vaccinated. My
wife is vaccinated. Our parents and siblings are vaccinated. We believe in science. Not
muzzling our kids so the governor doesn’t call out the school board publicly. I assume that
most of the teachers and staff in the school are vaccinated. School is safe. Please continue
logical COVID health measures that have been proven to work. There’s no supporting evidence
that masking 6 year olds…8 year olds…11 year olds actually works. If you have that evidence
and supporting studies I expect you provide them to parents on Monday. Don’t mask our kids.
Stay safe. Make decision based on science and data. Not on politics. Thank you for taking our
comments seriously. Evan Barnes

8/13/2021 8:51 PM

4229

As a mother of two children, one in kindergarten and one in fourth grade, I feel very strongly
that we should have a mask requirement. Both my husband and myself received the COVID19 vaccine back in March when it became available. My children cannot be vaccinated

8/13/2021 8:51 PM
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because it is not approved for their age. Sending them to school where they are in the vast
minority (being masked) while watching all the other students and teachers potentially spread
this disease is unnerving to say the least. What’s even more unnerving is that we’ve already
had our first confirmed case in the school. Until a vaccine becomes available we need to
protect our children. I have stressed to my children that school is a safe place. School is a
nurturing place. You will always be taken care of you at school. I feel like no one is taking care
of my children’s health at school currently. Once the vaccine is available, parents who choose
to vaccinate can and those who choose not don’t have to but until then it is an unnecessary
risk. Until that it is not OK to put my child at risk of getting Covid-19. My oldest went to school
last year. She flourished last year. She had an amazing teacher, and she also had support from
her family the administration and her network. She did not suffer because she had to wear a
mask. We are not asking a lot, but that extra level of protection will keep germs more
contained. Last year was the first year since she’s been in Douglas County schools that she
has not come home with the common cold, the flu, a runny nose, she was perfectly healthy all
of last year. Clearly masks not only prevent the spread of COVID-19, but also common colds
and the flu. I urge you to look at the bigger picture. We are currently not protecting our children.
Will there still be cases of Covid? Yes, but will this prevent further wild fire spread, very likely.
4230

Would like to see masks worn by children 11 and under in all indoor settings. The impact on
children with the variant is more severe than the previous variants. Would give me peace of
mind until they are eligible for the vaccine.

8/13/2021 8:51 PM

4231

Per the attached study and documented data, it is clear that masks in school is unnecessary
and in fact detrimental to the mental health And well being of our children. Those concerned
about the safety of schools can vaccinate those of age and or mask those of any age and they
will be protected. I do not need tri county to protect my child - that is my responsibility. Please
know that I (and many many other) support keeping Douglas county schools open without a
mandatory mask order in place. It’s time to leave that choice to the parent and not the public .

8/13/2021 8:51 PM

4232

Masks should be mandated in schools until all kids can be vaccinated. I understand the risk of
Covid doesn’t go away once vaccinated but it does decrease the risk of serious illness. The
new variant is more contagious and affects younger people/children than the original strain of
the virus. I don’t understand why so many people aren’t taking this risk seriously. Although
masks are highly recommended, only about 5% of people are sending their kids with masks.
Mandating masks in schools is the only way to have compliance as people have shown they
will not do the right thing unless mandated. My two children, ages 7 and 9 started school in
Douglas County on Monday. My children have been wearing masks every day but they are 1 of
2 in their classes of 23 that wear them. I’m terrified that their masks alone are not enough to
protect them. There is absolutely no social distancing in their classes and desks are grouped
together. It is not fair that I have to send my kids into school with no Covid precautions and
hope for the best . They deserve to be at school in a safer environment. Universal mask
wearing will protect all of students, even those who don’t agree with it. The number of pediatric
hospitalizations is rising across our nation. It will only get worse in Colorado as all districts go
back to school. We should not wait to see kids being hospitalized/dying to act. Our kids are
not guinea pigs.

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

4233

I vote no to mask mandates. Those who want to mask can but if we don’t want to we are given
no option but to look beyond public school. Masks no masks viruses will still circulate and
people will still get sick. Studies have been done on what is on masks after wearing them for a
full day. You can get sick from antibiotic resistant bacteria. Please don’t put parents in the
situation to try and homeschool their kids.

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

4234

We should be following the guidelines of the CDC and protecting our youngest students who
cannot be vaccinated yet at this time. This means mandatory masking!

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

4235

Every family should be able to choose what’s best for their situation and their student.

8/13/2021 8:50 PM

4236

The last school year has been very difficult for our family with four kids due to the constant
change from remote to in-person learning. I think that with the vaccines for our older kids and
for adults we have a real chance for a normal school year that allows my kids to get back on
track. The variant D clearly affects younger kids more severely and can also be transmitted by
folks that received the vaccine. My younger kids cannot have the vaccine yet but if everyone
wears masks inside in all schools, the risks that my younger kids get infected can be lowered
to a level that should make it ok for us as parents to send them to school. Shouldn’t all of us
have the responsibility to allow our kids to learn in a safe environment? Please make the right
decision to keep schools running, keep our kids healthy until all kids have a chance to get the
vaccine and have a fair chance for learning in a healthy school environment. Until my younger

8/13/2021 8:50 PM
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kids get the vaccine, wearing masks by everyone seems like a small price to pay for keeping
our vulnerable little ones safe. Thank you for your understanding and consideration.
4237

No scientific evidence! Let your immune system work it through. Govt has no right to control
our choices concerning this

8/13/2021 8:49 PM

4238

If you really follow the science, you would know that there is a 1 in a million chance of a child
dying of Covid. They have a better chance of being struck by lightning statistically speaking! It
is unhealthy for them to be breathing in their own air for 8 hrs a day and as studies show, kids
need to see people’s faces and connect that way and not be covered up. Please please don’t
mandate them to wear masks. We never did during the flu seasons why do this now again?
Kids survival rate is over 98% even if they do catch Covid.

8/13/2021 8:49 PM

4239

I think masks should remain optional. I see many parents opting to have masks and many that
aren’t. Leaving it up the parents to decide their comfort level is best. Kids will struggle to learn
to read, understand facial expressions as well as be heard with forced masks.

8/13/2021 8:47 PM

4240

no mask for our kids!

8/13/2021 8:47 PM

4241

Masking is ineffective and nothing but a facial security blanket. Kids are hardly at risk for
COVID as it is and transmission is schools was extremely low that given the marginal number
of new cases, this is a overreaction.

8/13/2021 8:46 PM

4242

It’s been shown that schools where masking is mandatory for all has less outbreaks from
school setting, feeing quarantines and disruptions to students. Pushing my kids especially
teenager last year to be on a screen for most of their day had severe negative consequences
for them. We spent the summer in a behavioral health center to help my child with her screen
addiction, anxiety and depression that was mostly due to having to do class remotely most of
the school year. My other child is worried about getting COVID and unknowingly spreading it to
someone else and that person becomes very ill. This child is not eligible for the vaccine.
Universal masking adds one more layer of protection for them. Please for our children’s mental
and physical health adding a layer of universal masking as recommended by the CDC is what
you must do!

8/13/2021 8:46 PM

4243

Until the vaccines are available to those 12 and under, masks must be mandatory for all
students, teachers, administrators, and any visitors to all schools. Ideally, masks should be
mandatory until the pandemic is fully under control and the risk of hospitalization and/or death
is negligible.

8/13/2021 8:45 PM

4244

Why are we not following CDC and American Academy of Pediatric guidelines already. The
fact we are opening this up to parent comment is disgraceful.

8/13/2021 8:45 PM

4245

Masks are a detriment to these kids. Physically, psychologically, And emotionally. Pease do
not mask our children.

8/13/2021 8:45 PM

4246

I do not support masking the children. Please let the kids stay in school mask free. High risk
and concerned parents are welcome to mask but please do not enforce it for all.

8/13/2021 8:44 PM

4247

As a parent, I don’t agree with a mask mandate. Please let me decide. Those that want to
wear a mask can continue to do so but let us decide. As a district employee that has a hearing
impaired assistant the mask mandate makes it extremely difficult to communicate. Even the
clear masks fog up and I found myself constantly having to pull the mask down when fogged
to communicate. We eventually switched to just wearing a face shield but at that point what is
the point? When individuals are constantly touching and adjusting their masks, adults and
kids, and not washing their hands immediately after, aren’t they spreading the germs anyway?

8/13/2021 8:43 PM

4248

We do not want our children to have to wear masks. The numbers of Covid hospitalizations are
way down compared with last year. Most kids are either vaccinated or have had the virus.
There is also a lot of research that masks do not help prevent the transmission of the virus
and actually can do more harm.

8/13/2021 8:43 PM

4249

We feel the inconvenience of wearing masks all day when we travel and likewise we
understand our kids’ inconvenience wearing masks all day at school. Yet it’s just that, an
inconvenience, a small price compared to the potentially unknown long term costs of exposing
our young children, a population unable to be vaccinated, to a mutated Covid virus that is 2-3
times more transmissible. We live in an age where cheap and easily accessible technologies
like masks are proven to reduce that risk. Such a simple, non-personal, and external step (not

8/13/2021 8:43 PM
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affecting an individual’s biology like may be argued about a mandated vaccine) may best fall
under the idea that freedom of choice does not mean freedom to harm others.
4250

My son is on an IEP and needs in person learning! He also has severe asthma and I feel like
he is not SAFE at school without a mask mandate!

8/13/2021 8:42 PM

4251

The answer is simple; universal masks in schools are needed to prevent further community
spread and prevent rising cases in unvaccinated children. Have more people died from the
inconvenience of wearing a mask or from a Covid-19 infection?

8/13/2021 8:42 PM

4252

I am an RN at DEnver Health and have been for 13 years. Our hospital admission numbers do
not warrant the use of a mask mandate. If parents want one they can send have their kids
wear one. I have 3 kids in douglas county school. 2 in elementary and 1 in high school. My
youngest is in kindergarten and has had an IEP for speech for the past 3 years. This is the the
first year with no masks he can remember. He needs to see lips!!!

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

4253

I think masks should be worn for the younger ages who are not eligible for vaccine

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

4254

I am a grandmother to one of the students at Rock Canyon and am appalled at the lack of
concern for the health and lives of the students and staff there. This pandemic isn’t about
politics or freedom!!! It’s about the very lives of the students and staff. I cannot believe how
callous some people are and how selfish they are to not want the best lives for all involved!!!
Again this isn’t about politics or losing any freedoms, it about the lives of children and their
well being. I hope you reconsider and mandate masks for all students regardless of whether
they are vaccinated or not. It’s the only way we all are going to get thru this epidemic. Thank
you for your consideration.

8/13/2021 8:41 PM

4255

Please follow AAP and CDC guidance and mandate masks in schools. Our children are not old
enough to be vaccinated, and almost no one is wearing a mask indoors right now.

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

4256

How many more studies need to be done showing that kids are not the ones that are affected
physically by this virus? The studies also show they are at greater risk of dying from the flu
than this COVID virus.

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

4257

Masks optional!!! The CDC’s own mask study showed that MAY reduce illness 2-3%, with a
margin of error of 2-3%! There are multiple peer reviewed studies that show the negative
effects mask have on kids including carbon dioxide intake and social impairment. School age
kids are also the least affected if they do get sick, with the vast majority recovering on their
own with no medical attention needed. Stop the madness, No masks mandates for our kids!!!!!

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

4258

Children should have the OPTION to wear masks. Masks should not be worn. We are ruining
our children's ability to be children by mandating masks. We have protocols in place for a
reason. Stop being so scared and let our children be!

8/13/2021 8:40 PM

4259

I am strongly in favor of universal masking for all indoor school settings. As COVID-19
variants continue to evolve, it is simply too premature to stop precautionary measures to
prevent the spread the virus, particularly as children under the age of 12 are now high risk.
Even though children are still not the most impacted by covid infection (in terms of
hospitalizations or severe infection), this seems to be evolving with children's hospital beds
filling up in other parts of the country. I understand people wanting to put away the mask - I
want to too! - but not when I can potentially be saving a child, unvaccinated, or other
vulnerable person from a potentially life-threatening disease. We must act as a community and
have the most vulnerable in mind - that means stepping outside of our own shoes. Think about
the children and adults in our schools who are immunocompromised. Think about not just the
under 12s who are not yet eligible for vaccination, but those 12+ who have not been
vaccinated, whether by choice or not. I am vaccinated but I understand that I can be a vector
and spread covid to someone who is not vaccinated (or even vaccinated!). Our children
DESERVE for us to prioritize their wellbeing and keep them in school. This means masking,
distancing as much as possible, and continuing to wash hands and improve hygiene. If we do
not take precautions right now, we may soon find kids and families sick and ultimately back to
remote learning. We as a community did not do right by our children last year. There is so
much evolving with covid and I simply do not think it is work the risk of a single member of our
community to have the satisfaction of not wearing a mask. We must center children, now as
one of the if not THE most vulnerable groups, and ensure that we do everything we can to
keep them in school where they can continue to get the emotional, social, and educational
growth they so need. My kids are among the few masking every day at their school (and me
as a parent picking them up or dropping them). I am deeply troubled by this. My family and my

8/13/2021 8:39 PM
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children care about protecting, not just ourselves, but everyone else around us. The greater
good is more important than an individual choice to wear a mask. The science is clear that
masks are effective. Let's have the mandate and do our part to stop the spread. If we don't do
it now, we are going to be forced to do it later and find that we needlessly put people and
children at risk.
4260

DO NOT MANDATE MASKS!! They don’t work, children don’t get Covid. Suicide rates are up
and mental health is declining

8/13/2021 8:38 PM

4261

Before I get to my reasons, thank you for vigilantly doing all you can during this difficult time.
1.) I believe that masking indoors for all people in schools should be mandatory. Those 12 and
over CAN be vaccinated unless they don't have parental permission per Colorado law. Those
under 12 cannot yet be vaccinated and when they can, they possibly have younger siblings or
other vulnerable people at home that should be protected. Even with every eligible person
vaccinated, in the elementary school communities there mathematically is no chance of herd
immunity. 2.) Wearing masks primarily protects the wearer. For younger children the N95
masks, that DO protect the wearer, are not available. Korea has the KF94 and China has KN95
masks that are child sized, however they are cost prohibitive for some families and it can be
difficult to make sure that you are receiving the genuine item. Universal masking in schools
(even with the fabric masks) reduces the chances of passing and catching any virus. 3.)
Something else that is cost prohibitive is another shut down or quarantines. Many families rely
on dual incomes or are single parents. They cannot afford for one of both parents to miss any
more work. Masks are an effective and accessible way to reduce transmission while protecting
our economy. The added benefit of masks would be we would reduce flu transmission for
another year and how can that be anything but good? 4.) Not only will masks protect against
high transmission rates, viral loads, and the economy; masks will protect mental health.
Children need to be in person for school. They need to develop social skills, EQ, and
executive function. These things are difficult to provide for anyone but the dedicated
homeschool families. There is a lot of anxiety among children as well, not only about catching
the virus, but of bringing it back to their families. ELearning was considered the best option for
many last year, but that is no longer the case. Especially when those same families who rely
on two incomes and/or single parents are having to be back to work in person (If they ever had
the chance to even do that.) Since most corporate employees are being required to be back in
the office. 5.) The Delta variant has decimated other countries and now, part of our country. I
would like to be able to proudly tell people in the future that our area was proactive and was
able to reduce the effects. It is impossible to prove a negative, however, wouldn’t erring on the
side of safety always be the best bet?

8/13/2021 8:37 PM

4262

Kids don’t need to wear masks in school. There’s no data that shows kids transmit COVID
with or without masks. Follow the data and quit living scared. More children died last year
through domestic violence or suicide than COVID. Make the right decision and put kids back in
school without masks.

8/13/2021 8:37 PM

4263

Masking should be optional not mandatory

8/13/2021 8:35 PM

4264

I have a daughter who is in 3rd grade and has a medical condition that prevents her from
wearing a mask. She has a breathing issue. She refuses to go to school in a mask. If masks
are mandated, how will you accommodate her. What will you do so her disability is not
discriminated against. She can not wear a mask to school and she needs to be in school for
her social and mental health well being. Last year was the worse year of her life at school, she
was constantly bullied by students about not being able to wear her mask properly because of
her medical condition. She was bullied and physically hurt by a teacher because she could not
comply with wearing a mask properly over her nose. DO NOT MAKE THE KIDS WEAR
MASKS, ITS SO BAD FOR THERE HEALTH TO BREATH BACK IN THE CO2. I also have a
lung issue and can't wear a mask. The way I had to live my life last year to eat lots of apples
and drink and empty cup of water with a straw while wearing my mask on my chin to pretend
like I was complying just so I could live my life and go into stores. Life was just horrible last
year. We have PTSD from it.

8/13/2021 8:35 PM

4265

As long as children under 12 are not able to be vaccinated, there needs to be a mask mandate
in schools and a vaccination mandate for all who work neater those under 12.

8/13/2021 8:35 PM

4266

I absolutely agree that anyone not vaccinated needs to wear a mask and I think with the delta
variant spreading and being so contagious, everyone (vaccinated or not) should wear one to
protect each other and stop the spread. It's common sense.

8/13/2021 8:35 PM

4267

The masks should be made mandatory in the school, specially for elementary level as there is

8/13/2021 8:35 PM
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no vaccines for kids under 12. This should be treated as health issue rather than political one.
We must think about safety of our kids first.
4268

What we are doing to our kids will have a negative impact now and in the future. I saw
firsthand the negative impacts of masking our youth. As a teacher, here is what I saw... Kids
afraid to raise their hand Kids showing no personality Kids not knowing where to sit for lunch,
etc because they did not know how to make new friends in masks Kids that could not build
relationships with their teachers. My classes last year were the quietist they have ever been.
My students did not want to participate. We cannot do this to our kids. Please make the right
decision and protect our kids mental health.

8/13/2021 8:35 PM

4269

So far no one has provided any conclusive evidence that masks are effective. People with
masks still contract COVID, mask impact interpersonal interaction which is critical for
development, and one might argue could be more impactful on immunity and health. Are you
mandating that people eat healthier? That would make a bigger difference than masks. Cut out
soda and candy!

8/13/2021 8:33 PM

4270

With all the proven negative effects of masks on children and the lack of real evidence that
they or people around them are in danger from not wearing a mask I will not allow my children
to wear a mask all day. If it is decided masks are mandatory for my kids and the choice is not
mine as their parent, I will remove them from the school and find an alternative.

8/13/2021 8:33 PM

4271

As a pharmacist who practices in the ICU of a local Level One Trauma hospital, I support
masking for children under age 12 and encourage the TCHD to issue a mandate for same.

8/13/2021 8:32 PM

4272

I want my children to be able to stay safe and in person at school this entire year. I feel this
will only be possible if all children of all ages (including high school) are required to wear
masks.

8/13/2021 8:30 PM

4273

I have four children in Douglas County School District: one in high school, one in middle
school, and two in elementary school. My son in middle school has a high functioning autism
diagnosis. The below options are not representative of how I really feel. I marked"i do not
support... under any circumstances" which is not true. If circumstances in the threat changed I
could support mask wearing for the unvaccinated. But right now I believe the research shows
that school is relatively safe and school districts in other states opened full time last year with
out masks or vaccines and had very little transmition, especially in elementary schools. Also
our vaccine rate is very high. My youth chose to get the vaccine with the understanding they
would not have to quarantine or wear masks. I want them to continue to trust people in
authority and feel safe with vaccines and not become cynical. My fear is that if all that is taken
away they will internalize the wrong message and it may change the way they see
science/health/gov/authority for the rest of their lives. My child with autism is greatly impacted
by masks, both as a sensory thing for him and not being able to read facial expressions of
others. I am not trying to be irrational but it seems that mandatory masking at this point is
political theater. They are even saying that studies now show that cloth masks are less than
20% effective and after 30 minutes of wearing hardly effective at all. And not at all effective if
taken on and off several times. (This report was cited on NBC nightly news) Please dont give
into overly zealous, fear stricken parents who want token symbols for the sake of feeling
justified. Thank you for being so thoughtful for 18 months. I have been impressed, you took it
very seriously in the begining and kept us safe, and now in reopening you have seen our
children as whole individuals and seen all their needs, not just as a health statistic. Please
keep being measured and rational about how to move forward.

8/13/2021 8:30 PM

4274

Child should not have to wear masks. They are a distraction not only for kids but also
teachers.

8/13/2021 8:29 PM

4275

Masking should be a choice. There are plenty of studies showing adverse effects for students
wearing masks for long periods of time. There is something very wrong with Tri-County even
thinking they can mandate anything on citizens! Masks don't even work.

8/13/2021 8:29 PM

4276

Masks do not protect you from Covid. Covid is a viral infection that is passed through humans
and animals. It cannot be vaccinated or done away with. Masks will not help.

8/13/2021 8:28 PM

4277

My daughter has asthma and can’t wear a mask all day! She already feels like she can’t
breathe and wearing a mask made it so much worst. I will pull my daughter if you pass this.
It’s child abuse!!!

8/13/2021 8:27 PM

4278

I would like the Board to consider a mask mandate for schools in our area as well as
recommending more social distancing and/or limiting group/class size. My kids have been in

8/13/2021 8:27 PM
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school for 1 week and each school has had cases already. 1 at the middle school & 2 at the
high. With the Delta variant, keeping all the kids as safe as possible is the most important
thing we can for now & their futures.
4279

Children should never be masked, this is abuse and children are highly unlikely to contract the
virus.

8/13/2021 8:27 PM

4280

Masks should be optional. Hospitalization rate of kids is minimal at best. Infection rates are
statistically low in children. They need socialization and facial recognition of emotions for self
growth. There are NO peer reviewed journal articles showing that masks are beneficial for
children, especially cloth ones and or masks that will be repeatedly used. Parents should be
allowed to make the choice to mask or not mask their children, it should never be mandated by
any governing body. This is America, home of the free or at least it once was

8/13/2021 8:26 PM

4281

Most staff is vaccinated and kids have such a low transmission rate. We no longer need to
wear masks anywhere we go and Douglas County has an amazingly high vaccination rate.

8/13/2021 8:26 PM

4282

My kids are high risk and one has no access to a vaccine. E-learning was awful for the mental
health of my children and I desperately need them to stay well and attending in person school.
Masks are an effective and easy way to keep our kids healthy and safe. Please, do the right
thing and install a mask mandates.

8/13/2021 8:26 PM

4283

As a Hospitalist Physician caring for COVID patients on a daily basis, it is imperative that we
reinstate universal mask mandates in our schools. The numbers we are seeing in the hospital
are rising again, a trend we don't like to see and it is very discouraging as a health-care
provider. Currently we are at manageable numbers, but with our current vaccine rate, it is still
not good enough and with schools starting again, that risk of spread will only go up. And with
the Delta variant so much more transmissible and infectious, it will definitely affect our youth
more so than it did last year. Especially the younger ones who cannot get vaccinated yet.
Even though in the hospital 99% of the patients are unvaccinated, we have had some that
were vaccinated, but they were immunocompromised. So with kids back in school, it is not
only about protecting our kids, but protecting our loved ones too, especially the high risk ones.
In our hospitals, we have reverted back to full time mask and eye protection wearing due to the
trend we are seeing, even vaccinated (and majority of us are vaccinated). And we know masks
work to protect us from COVID, because the science shows us it does, and because I am
walking proof. As my colleagues and I see COVID patient's on a daily basis, with masks on,
we have all been safe and never come down with the disease. So it is about doing the right
and safe thing. No one wants our kids to go back to online learning as our kids education
suffered. Last year was a testament to that. Both the CDC and American Academy of
Pediatrics have strongly recommended masks for ALL people in schools, and we should be
trusting the science and follow these guidelines. Thankfully Colorado is not as bad as other
surrounding states with COVID, but we definitely have the high potential, especially with
fall/winter approaching. Waiting for there to be an outbreak means it is too late. Waiting for a
student or staff to be hospitalized means we were too late to prevent it. If a student or staff,
God-forbid, was to die from this disease, means the school board has failed, because these
are simple measures that can be done to be proactive to save people's lives. It is not about
violating one's rights because they are forced to wear a mask. It is not about being
comfortable. After a year and half, we are still in the midst of a deadly pandemic, which is
ridiculous, because now we actually have tools to help stop and protect us all. Yes, one has a
right to not take a vaccine. Yes they have the right to not wear a mask. But they do not have
the right to put someone else's life in danger in a public health crisis, because of their choices.
Let's be proactive stopping the spread of this disease. Let's do the SAFE, SIMPLE thing of
protecting everyone this school year by mandating masks for all students, staff/faculty,
regardless of vaccination status, because it is the safe, smart, and right thing to do.

8/13/2021 8:25 PM

4284

I am all for masks given the science behind them and the new rising numbers of cases in
children. I have also seen too many posts from the adults who around our children in schools
about being anti vaccination and then not following the masking request. If we want schools to
stay open and parents are not doing anything outside of school to prevent illness then masks
seem to be the only way to keep kids safe.

8/13/2021 8:25 PM

4285

The government has no right to tell anyone what to wear regardless of the circumstances.
Please do your job and advise but do not make policy.

8/13/2021 8:25 PM

4286

I support the use of masks. They have proven their effectiveness time and time again. It is so
much better to be safe than sorry. Especially when it comes to our children.

8/13/2021 8:24 PM
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4287

Please consider the need to keep schools open full time, five days a week, while helping to
prevent the spread of the delta variant. We have the ability to prevent further spread of
disease. A simple act of wearing masks can protect our children, community, and keep
schools open. Why wouldn’t we require masks; especially for those under 12. This is public
health, not politics.

8/13/2021 8:24 PM

4288

Please continue with your original choice to make masks optional. Those who feel safer
wearing a mask may have the choice as well as those who do not feel safer. Just like
quarantining entire classes has shown no benefit, the same has been found of masks.

8/13/2021 8:24 PM

4289

There is no need to mask children. It should be a choice. There are no deaths at this is from
the virus. If there is bullying then you need to address that with consequences not mandates.
Wearing masks is worse for the kids health than the actual virus.

8/13/2021 8:24 PM

4290

We support parent/student choice regarding mask wearing for the upcoming school year. While
we do not question the rationale for the parents/students who prefer masks to be worn, we feel
strongly that masking children poses a significant risk to both their physical and mental health.
Not to mention the difficulty learning in an environment when you can’t see your teacher’s or
classmate’s faces. I know some will be concerned with the 12 and under kids not being
vaccinated at this time, but that does not mean they pose a greater danger to themselves or
others by being in class rooms without a mask. Even Gov. Polis’ noted at his most recent
press conference that as of today 17 children under the age of 19 are hospitalized with COVID
and our state hospitalization capacity is at no risk of being overwhelmed. Not that we would
minimize a child being in the hospital, but that risk needs to be weighed against these
oppressive measures like masking, social distancing and forced remote learning which we feel
could have real long term negative health impacts.

8/13/2021 8:23 PM

4291

There is no peer-reviewed randomized controlled trial that shows that masks work to control
the spread of an aerosolized respiratory virus. If there is no science to prove that masks do
what you want then to do, you are not following the science.

8/13/2021 8:23 PM

4292

I do not support masks for children under 12 years old. I feel that this takes away from
learning, being able to interrupt necessary emotions/instructions within the classroom.

8/13/2021 8:23 PM

4293

Currently, DCSD “strongly encourages” indoor mask use. Based on observations of our son’s
elementary school class, this equates to less than 30% of children masked indoors. Given that
none of these children are old enough to be vaccinated coupled with the increased
transmissibility of Delta, it seems like stricter mask guidance is in order to protect our younger
children.

8/13/2021 8:22 PM

4294

Please no masks for kids in school. They spend more time playing with them, licking them,
they truly are a huge distraction. Not allowing these kids to see others smiles and emotions is
awful! A smile gives these kids reassurance and comfort...Its not fair.... and it will do more
harm than good in the end. My son struggles with speech... and regressed last year due to
masks- PLEASE DONT DO THIS! My heart cant take it for my kids. Yours truly... an
exhausted mom at this point

8/13/2021 8:22 PM

4295

We need to do the best we can to protect the unvaccinated and vulnerable population. Parents
are left with no choice when there is no online school option and are forced to bring kids to
school. When only a few are wearing masks, the entire environment becomes unsafe. The
least we can do is enforce masks to help reduce the spread and give the students/teachers a
chance to have a complete school year. We know the dangers of delta and how easily it
spreads, why would we not want to be more preventive and try to protect our kids, especially
the ones who can't get vaccinated yet? There is no need to wait until the numbers are out of
control and people are sick and hurting, by then it would be too late.

8/13/2021 8:22 PM

4296

As it pertains to under 12, elementary students: -if staff is not vaccinated, I believe they
should be tested twice weekly AND wear a mask. This age group of children is not able to be
vaccinated and it is reckless to allow adults to be around them without basic precautions. Additionally, I would like K-6th grade (elementary) students to wear masks indoors. It’s fine to
let classes intermingle at recess, etc. Masks severely restrict children putting their fingers in
their noses and mouths, in addition to inhibiting particles from coughs and sneezes from
spreading broadly. My Pediatrician (Partners in Pediatrics) sent out a newsletter this summer
noting that illness had been so limited throughout the winter, that with less masks, more illness
(colds, flu) was starting to spread this summer. -I would FAR rather mask my children than
deal with remote learning again. If some parents would rather avoid masks and are ok with
remote learning, then let them opt to go remote and others can mask their children in person.

8/13/2021 8:22 PM
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That seems like a fair solution . Their threats to leave DCSD are empty when you realize that
neighboring districts will likely be requiring masks shortly (if they haven’t already)
4297

We absolutely support masking in all indoor settings and in crowded outdoor settings in order
to keep our community safe, especially those who are unable to be vaccinated, as more young
children get critically ill facing the Delta variant of COVID19. We appreciate your commitment
to keeping schools open by requiring universal masking indoors.

8/13/2021 8:21 PM

4298

It’s absolutely ridiculous to have our kids wear masks again when we just returned them to
some sort of normalcy and then to go backwards just to make certain people more comfortable
is silly. If students/staff want to wear masks that’s fine, but we shouldn’t be required to!

8/13/2021 8:20 PM

4299

It is irresponsible to continue to leave our young children in a position that leaves them
vulnerable to this highly contagious virus. With science indicating that even vaccinated
individuals can contract and spread the virus, universal masking is our best defense to keep
our kids healthy and in school. If we want children to continue with in-person learning, we need
to take necessary steps to properly mitigate the spread. Strongly encouraging or
recommending masks is not enough and has the potential to cause major outbreaks
(especially without requiring quarantines for exposure). At the very least, can we please require
masks for all until either 1) all students can be vaccinated - and we reach an acceptable
number of vaccinated students and staff to effectively curb the spread, or 2) the Delta surge
has slowed significantly. Mask requirements do not need to be long term, but the numbers are
too concerning right now to ignore, and unfortunately, trusting others to make choices to help
keep all children safe is not proving effective.

8/13/2021 8:19 PM

4300

Masking and distancing are the only proven way to protect children under the age of 12.
TriCounty Health should only be listening to science; this is not a polyissue

8/13/2021 8:19 PM

4301

This should be a personal choice for families. Not a mandate.

8/13/2021 8:19 PM

4302

The lockdowns did not work, the masks and quarantines did not work, the vaccine do not work
and we are going to continue to push these restrictions when the data shows that natural
immunity is the most effective measure. https://www.nih.gov/news-events/nih-researchmatters/lasting-immunity-found-after-recovery-covid-19?
utm_linkidx=15&utm_source=pin_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=6.8.2021+Educa
tion+Newsletter&utm_campaign_id=5f9422c5-2c56-4294-96c7731a7a7895d9&orig_to=r%7dxyjwsElrfnq3htr The survival rates according to the CDC are as
follows: Aged 0 to 19-99.997%; 20 to 49-99.98%; 50 to 69-99.5%; 70+ 94.6%. Moreover the
demographics of our K-12 students have essentially ZERO risk. The John Hopkins study of
Nov 2020 shows that Covid has had zero effect upon the death rate. Essentially the so called
measure to control Covid have had done nothing to stop Covid but have spiked mental health
issues, both domestic and child abuse, as well as drug and alcohol abuse. Stop the nonsense
and all each individual decide for THEMSELVES what works best. So far every measure taken
has only created more damage. No one wants a repeat of last year—students, parents,
teachers or administrators. Serve the people and allow freedom of choice by allowing our
schools to be 100% normal/pre-Covid.

8/13/2021 8:18 PM

4303

No masks please This social distancing causes isolations and more suicides among teens
than any Covid death. More kids died because you locked us down of suicide then of Covid!

8/13/2021 8:18 PM

4304

The reason we are reaching out today is to express support for parent/student choice regarding
mask wearing for the upcoming school year. While we do not question the rationale for the
parents/students who prefer masks to be worn, we feel strongly that masking children poses a
significant risk to both their physical and mental health. Not to mention the difficulty learning in
an environment when you can’t see your teacher’s or classmate’s faces. I know some will be
concerned with the 12 and under kids not being vaccinated at this time, but that does not
mean they pose a greater danger to themselves or others by being in class rooms without a
mask. Gov. Polis’ noted at his most recent press conference that as of today 17 children under
the age of 19 are hospitalized with COVID and our state hospitalization capacity is at no risk of
being overwhelmed. Not that we would minimize a child being in the hospital, but that risk
needs to be weighed against these oppressive measures like masking, social distancing and
forced remote learning which we feel could have real long term negative health impacts.

8/13/2021 8:18 PM

4305

Until we can get our under 12 children vaccinated, I would like to see masks on faces while
indoors. I don't want to see any disruptions in education this year.

8/13/2021 8:17 PM

4306

As a mother and a pediatric nurse, my children are wearing masks to school. The new delta

8/13/2021 8:17 PM
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and lambda variants ARE hitting children harder than previous strains. Once children are
allowed to be vaccinated, then mask mandates can be lifted. I still wear my mask in solidarity
with my children, because I am not going to ask them to do something that I, myself, would
not do. I have been vaccinated since January. I do not want ANY child to die or have lasting
covid effects. Masks are such an easy way to help stop the spread while more people get
vaccinated.
4307

Please require masks in K-12 schools. Pediatric cases are on the rise nationwide with the
Delta Variant, and our youngest children have no required line of defense for COVID-19 at this
time. We are also dealing with extreme poor air quality, in my child’s elementary school, the
AC was not working this week. Both my children at DC say some rooms are extremely hot and
stuffy while others are freezing. There is no proper social distancing at either location and no
proper air ventilation. There is also no requirement for testing or quarantine with symptoms.
What my teens are exposed to (yes they are vaccinated and yes I understand vaccinated
people can spread to the unvaccinated) they share with my unvaccinated 9 year old. What
happens in one level of education affects all levels. It is clear our school district will not
reverse coarse until cases are out of control. Please, protect our children. TCHD made a
Facebook post asking the public to refer to CDC guidelines for current recommendations. This
is the CDC current recommendation for schools: “CDC recommends universal indoor masking
for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.
Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered prevention
strategies in place.” CDC does not make requirements however, this department can. I am
aware and very sympathetic to the strong backlash from the public. I would ask you please
look beyond the backlash and make the responsible decision to require masks for schools.
Please require protection for our children.

8/13/2021 8:16 PM

4308

No masks and no mandatory vaccine. Let the parents decide.

8/13/2021 8:15 PM

4309

Masking should be optional. Those that choose to can or they can elect to do on-line school.

8/13/2021 8:15 PM

4310

I currently have 3 children in the Douglas County Schools. They have had an amazing first
week of school. Seeing their teachers and friends has been so good for them. My husband and
I made the decision to do E-learning last year. We made this choice not because it was easy
but because it was best for our kids. The uncertainty that was happening in our schools was
the biggest factor; quarantines, mask mandates, school closures. None of this was good for
our kids and as their parents it is our duty to protect them. I am concerned that the current
political climate in our country is going to force school to look like it did last year. We cannot
revert to this insanity. I have added a link below that offers several studies on the
effectiveness of masks on children (I am sure you have seen this or one similar). I am in NO
way wanting to take away or deny another parent's wish to send their child in a mask, just
simply demanding the same opportunity to send mine without. Please allow parents to choose
what is best for our children. Do not mandate masks and do not mandate vaccines. We know
our children's individual needs and can meet them so much better without these mandates.
This first week of school has been so incredible please do not take that away from these kids.
Please do the right thing and allow parents to choose what works best for our children. LINK:
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/47-studies-confirm-inefectiveness-of-masks-for-covid-and32-more-confirm-their-negative-health-effects/?
fbclid=IwAR1jeAI5rwK6vSxyqv0xS8ewOZjTyWe3YvFMnjYMf2kGYsK_TLczOJ8wvsE
Regards, Burton Stokely

8/13/2021 8:15 PM

4311

I am in favor of no mask mandate, let parents decide what works best for their children and
their families.

8/13/2021 8:14 PM

4312

Masks should be optional for those individuals who feel wearing a mask protects their health.
Masking should not be mandatory, but a personal choice. Mandatory masking can cause
psychological damage, especially to developing children who need to be able to see facial
expressions to further develop their social skills and understanding. Masking can also stunt
language development. Per the statistics in this link:
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/hospitalization-7-day-trend Colorado hospitals are NOT
overwhelmed with COVID cases, and, in fact, the majority of individuals inpatient and in ICU
are non-COVID cases. Countless studies have shown that only properly fitting N95 masks are
effective at blocking viral spread (and even N95 are only able to suppress 95% of the
particles), therefore requiring surgical or cloth masks in schools is nothing more than a visual
safety blanket. Please do the right thing and uphold individual freedom and personal choice.
Tri-Counties would be better served focusing on student mental health support and preventing
teen suicide than mandatory masking in schools.

8/13/2021 8:14 PM
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4313

It is time for our children to regain some normalcy at school! I have a 3 year old in Preschool
and he had to wear a mask all year last year, it was not fun. If the masks are supposed to
work so well, then it should be safe for parents to put THEIR child in a mask. This is MY child,
not TCHD, or DCSD’s. I will be the one making decisions for my child.

8/13/2021 8:14 PM

4314

No masks for kids. I strongly oppose a mask mandate. There is no reason. If parents want to
provide a mask for their child they can. Choice!!! Not mandates. We will pull our children out of
school and place them in a school that doesn’t require masks or home school. No science
supports this. Hysteria and fear. What about colds? What about flu? Where do you draw the
line? Obesity, high blood pressure, drinking all these things cause more deaths yet we are ok
with them but the media twists stuff and our idiotic TRi-County board follows the BS. Stand up
and say no. Listen to the parents. No Masks!! Also your online survey questions below are
biased. People may support masks in extreme situations but we are NOT there.

8/13/2021 8:13 PM

4315

Under no circumstances would I support masks for children in school. 358 children have died
in the nation from COVID since pandemic start. Little is known publicly about the 358 deaths.
COVID is not a risk for children. Human interaction with facial expressions far out weighs any
minimal risk that COVID presents. Also, effectiveness from masking is debatable and is not a
guarantee to eliminate transmission. Often times my child would come home wearing someone
else’s mask. Children are unlikely to properly wear masks anyway. Parents should be allowed
to determine their children’s health decisions.

8/13/2021 8:13 PM

4316

The world bought into the lie when we were told it was our responsibility to protect others.
Though we care about the people around us, it is ultimately not our responsibility to protect
others. Everyone is responsible for themselves and can take the appropriate action to ensure
their own safety. This means, if a student feels safer wearing a mask, they should wear a
mask. On the contrary, if a student feels safe without a mask, they should attend their school
without a mask. Masks can cause unnecessary distraction and anxiety for students. It is our
job to teach our children that we live in a country where we are free to make own decisions.
Masks should NOT be mandatory!

8/13/2021 8:12 PM

4317

As someone with a mom who is going through the challenge of cancer, I have had the struggle
of worrying about people not wearing masks. People have been so careless about their actions
and distancing, in this case not even thinking about those who are unvaccinated and at high
risk. I am currently vaccinated whoever without mask, I have the chance of getting this
although it may not effect me as severely it would effect my mom and my grandparents
significantly. As a student at dc I think it is a responsible choice for our district to go back to
wearing masks in all cases no matter the status of vaccinated or unvaccinated

8/13/2021 8:12 PM

4318

My granddaughter will be attending Kindergarten and I’m greatly concerned about her health
and safety. Just as immunizations against childhood diseases safeguard her, they also provide
protection for all students. Since she is still ineligible to receive the protection of the COVID-19
vaccine, I strongly urge the wearing of masks, by every in the school setting, to provide a level
of protection for her and all susceptible children.

8/13/2021 8:12 PM

4319

It is essential that we uphold basic safety protocols for the protection of our children,
especially those who cannot be vaccinated, and the staff helping to ensure schools remain
open and functioning during this pandemic.

8/13/2021 8:12 PM

4320

I believe all students, but especially elementary students should have to wear masks indoors
during school. Elementary age students cannot receive the vaccine. They cannot protect
themselves. Masks are proven to be the safest option. The Delta variant is dangerous to
children. In Texas and Louisiana they are running out of Pediatric ICU beds. Please follow the
lead of the other school districts in the Denver Metro Area and mandate masks!

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

4321

Please consider the increase in children’s mental health as a priority. My kindergartner chewed
on his mask all last year nullifying it’s effectiveness. My older child has developed stress
quirks from anxiety and needs a normal year with mental health a priority. Please give parents
the choice for what is best for the dynamics of their own family.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

4322

I am an ICU nurse who has worked on the COVID ICU unit throughout the pandemic. And even
after all that I have seen, I do not support mandatory masking of children. I feel that masks are
terribly distracting for young children & does not provide a conducive learning environment for
the majority of children. I feel that the vaccine is available for families who wish to receive it.
And that masks are an option for those who wish to mask their children. It should up to the
individual as to decided how to best protect themselves and their family.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM
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4323

No masks anymore, on anyone. We are done with this whole ordeal and need to get back to
life and freedom.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

4324

Delta is surging. I truly believe that in order to keep our kids in school and healthy, masks are
a relatively easy and simple layer of protection to give our kids, teachers and staff. Please
follow CDC guidance and mandate masks for all students indoors as long as the community
spread is high, like it is currently. Schools in other states without mask mandates have already
had to shut down due to covid outbreaks. Please take this small step to keep our kids safe
and in school. Thank you.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

4325

Due high Delta cases we NEED to get this under control and be safe. Our children and
teachers and families should be wearing masks in school! It is way less inconvenient than
being hospitalized.

8/13/2021 8:11 PM

4326

I fully support mandatory masking in schools where the children are ineligible to be vaccinated
due to the lack of emergency or regular authorization for a Covid vaccine for their age group.
The overwhelming majority of science-based medical research supports the fact that masking
assists in reduction of transmission from an infected person. This shouldn’t be a political
issue. Unfortunately, it is. But, regardless of political affiliation, there are some proverbial hills
that a leader should be willing to die on. The safety of our children is one of those. I say this
as a registered Republican, for whatever that’s worth. I've heard people speak of the mental
health of our youth with regards to masking. But their mental health is of no issue if their
physical health is no longer due to this virus. Masking *will* reduce the level of transmission,
and should be required until a vaccine is available.

8/13/2021 8:10 PM

4327

I do not understand why you would even be accepting public comment as a means to reach a
public health decision. The community has proven that they have complete disregard for the
health and safety of others. We NEED A MASK MANDATE as a bare minimum to create a line
of defense against the virus.

8/13/2021 8:10 PM

4328

Do not allow our children to be masked. It promotes the fear driven agenda to "trust the
scence" rather than to understand the science. Virtually no healthy children have died of
Covid-19, as opposed to 358 dying from the 2009 H1N1 influenza and an average of 40-200 per
year). The medical risks include hypercarbia, hypoxia, air hunger, syncope, social
stigmatization, emotional scarring (suicides are an all time high; please don't push this number
higher; you can create a normal school year without fear, please take a leadership position on
this and save our children from another year of fear).
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2781743
https://www.foxnews.com/us/teen-suicide-attempts-spike-covid-lockdowns

8/13/2021 8:08 PM

4329

After teaching a year in a high school with masks… the reality is that most kids take every
opportunity possible to “not wear a mask.” They wear them improperly, wear them on their chin
until someone tells them to “mask up”. They then go to lunch, take their masks off, ride in cars
with their friends to get lunch. Go to sports practice without a mask, hang out with friends after
school… in theory it sounds helpful, AND it may very well be helpful, but the reality is that in
my experience as a teacher the implementation, surveillance, and accountability becomes
futile… Just what I’ve noticed.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

4330

I support giving the choice to each family to choose weather or not their child wears a mask.
Masks get in the way of learning and hinder the child’s social and emotional development.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

4331

I don’t feel like kids under the age of 11 need to be wearing mask. The transmission rate on
younger children is little to none. I don’t understand why we are going this route again. If you
want to wear a mask, wear it. If you don’t want to wear one, don’t. Simple as that.

8/13/2021 8:06 PM

4332

No masks ever. Please stop hurting our children. Stop stop stop

8/13/2021 8:05 PM

4333

Masks have proven to slow the spread of the Corona virus. With the unknowns of the delta
variant and other potential variants, as well as the increased hospitalizations of children
recently, masks are a simple way to keep our kids safe and our schools open for in person
learning. I support a mask mandate, at the very least for schools where children are not yet
eligible for the vaccine.

8/13/2021 8:05 PM

4334

I support universal masking for student to protect our children under 12 years who cannot get
vaccinated and to prevent disruptions to the school year. The kids, especially the younger
children, can wear the masks. My 12 yr and 8 yr have not problem wearing the masks during
school or while playing sports, including competitive basketball and soccer. At the very least,
please make universal masking for anyone in the presence of anyone 11 years or younger.

8/13/2021 8:05 PM
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4335

If masks are mandated, my three children will be removed from the district.

8/13/2021 8:05 PM

4336

Please consider masking our children who are currently unable to have the choice to protect
themselves more fully with the vaccine. We unfortunately cannot rely on our neighbors, so we
are counting on you to be courageous and fight for them.

8/13/2021 8:04 PM

4337

We would strongly prefer that masks are required in school given the latest increases in
pediatric cases of Covid.

8/13/2021 8:04 PM

4338

Until everyone is able to get vaccinated we should have a mask mandate. No one wants to be
quarantined again

8/13/2021 8:03 PM

4339

Being an American means having freedom and ability to make my own decisions. People have
the freedom to choose to wear a mask just as I should have the freedom to choose not to wear
a mask. The mental and physical well being of children should be taken more seriously. Both
of my children cried when told masks were being considered again. Please do not mask us
again.

8/13/2021 8:03 PM

4340

Sadly, Douglas County is run by “the red” and I feel there will just be too many of them, the
non-science believers, the ones who don’t think of others, just themselves, entitled, “against
their freedoms”, to wear masks. As a nurse, we have already been seeing an increase in covid
+, and super sick covid too. Children 12 and under aren’t and can’t be vaccinated. There are
also other medical reasons why others, older kids and adults, can’t be vaccinated. It’s not fair
to them! Masks should be required! And there was a woman saying how young kids don’t wear
them. On the contrary! I’ve seen more proper mask wearing, consistent mask wearing, and not
CARING about wearing a mask among the youngest of kids! We are constantly trying to teach
kindness, this is kindness in the most pure form! Doing something, maybe slightly
inconvenient for you, with someone else’s interests ahead of yours!

8/13/2021 8:03 PM

4341

Parents are already saying they will send their kids to schools without masks even if they
have the sniffles as that could be allergies and they will know if it isn’t allergies, but CoVid.
The sister of an employee thought she had allergies as well. She ended up infecting her mom
and dad who died along with the sister. All that said, what is the policy of the district if a child
is at school with the sniffles and no mask? Will the child be sent home? Will their be any
recourse if the parents continue to do this? Will they have to be tested regularly during allergy
season? I would also like to know if there’s any concern that the school district is putting
themselves in legal jeopardy as DCSD has absolutely no CoVid mitigation strategies. We
moved our kids to online as soon as we knew nobody would be masking at our home school
and therefore it isn’t a safe place for my 1st and 3rd grade students to be during a surge.
Finally, has anyone seen the statistics as to how many children who get CoVid later have
strokes, heart attacks, diabetes, loss of grey brain matter, etc? Or, are you only considering
the fatality rate when deciding whether to protect our kids or not?

8/13/2021 8:03 PM

4342

Please use masks as a last resort. I oppose masks but oppose school closure even more.

8/13/2021 8:02 PM

4343

My child has respiratory immune issues; we did homeschool all last year but the lack of social
skills really caught up With him and our whole family. I believe social interaction is very
important however most people do not believe it to be a big deal or not to wear a mask. I do
believe it is very important for the kids to wear masks so that way they can still be socially
integrated with their peers!

8/13/2021 8:02 PM

4344

I appreciate that it is parents choice.

8/13/2021 8:01 PM

4345

My son is in second grade at Copper Mesa Elementary and everyday this week he has
commented on how happy he is that masks are not required at school this year. It makes such
a difference for his emotional and social well being to be able to see people's faces and get
visual cues from their expressions. Additionally, he is better able to concentrate when he is not
constrained by wearing a mask, which restricts his breathing. All of the school faculty have
had an opportunity to receive vaccinations, and vaccinations are the best form of protection
against the virus. Statistics show that the probability of contracting COVID after receiving the
vaccine is very low, and if you do contract COVID, the probability of an individual having a
severe reaction is very low. The New York Times reports that it varies by state but between
.1% and 5% of vaccinated people have contracted COVID, and of that only .2 to 6% have
died. If someone who is eligible for the vaccine has chosen not to be vaccinated, then that is
their choice. As adults, they can continue to wear masks if they choose, or accept the risks
from doing nothing. The data shows that transmission vectors amongst children and from
children to adults is very low. According to the CDC, only 354 children under the age of 17 died

8/13/2021 8:00 PM
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of COVID last year out of 52,672 cases, and of those the vast majority had other serious
medical conditions. More children died of pneumonia (859), and i don't see the same concern
for masking due to pneumonia. There is no logical rationale for requiring children to wear
masks. I am strongly opposed to any requirement for children to wear masks.
4346

We were told we needed to wear masks until there was a vaccine. We complied. We got
vaccinated and did al the things asked. Just like the flu This virus will continue to change and
adapt. We should all be allowed to make decisions for ourselves and family. We shouldn’t be
told to wear masks anymore. What is the end game. Kids are facing more depression and
more mental illness because of this. If someone wants to wear a mask, they can. If someone
doesn’t feel safe, at school they can do remote. EVERYONE should have a choice. Not be
told. We can’t go backwards. Vaccines are out. There wouldn’t be an end in sight. We need
people to go to work. School and stop with excuses.

8/13/2021 8:00 PM

4347

Please require masks for unvaccinated children indoors at the elementary level.

8/13/2021 8:00 PM

4348

We do not support the masking of our children at school. There is no need to keep masking
our kids.

8/13/2021 7:59 PM

4349

My kids wear a mask everyday, but most don’t. They are unable to be vaccinated, and we
need layered protection to keep them healthy. Masks are an easy and logical (and semiproven) safety measure.

8/13/2021 7:59 PM

4350

When did we stop practicing science? We need to follow the numbers and kids are not
threatened by Covid, but by masks and adults who don't trust their vaccines.

8/13/2021 7:59 PM

4351

Masking is not necessary or appropriate in the school setting, especially with our youngest
learners. Please talk to early childhood teachers who have experience with enforcing these
policies on young children. The masks become a breeding ground for bacteria and are often
taken off and left around the classroom and school grounds. While the cost is great to children,
the efficacy is unsubstantiated.

8/13/2021 7:58 PM

4352

Children have continually shown to have very little risk to COVID. They should not be required
to wear masks which inhibit playing, communication, comfort, and are distracting and make
learning harder for both students and teachers. Schools are well informed on the protocols
needed to minimize exposure. Any parents with children who are immune compromised have
the options to keep their kids in online options or have their own students wear a mask. If
adults in the home are concerned, they have been offered the vaccine and should feel
confident in their immunity because of that. Masks portray that kids are not safe and cause
anxiety. Please allow families and schools to govern themselves. We have been given all the
information needed to make wise choices for ourselves and those around us.

8/13/2021 7:58 PM

4353

I prefer if everyone has a choice to wear masks or not to.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

4354

Masking should be a choice.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

4355

It’s my God given right as a parent to decide what is for my children. No one has the right to
tell me what they have to put in their bodies or on their faces. Enough is enough, let the kids
be kids. Let them be with their friends and let life be normal again.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

4356

As a parent of 4 children in high school, middle school, and elementary school, I support
universal masking in all settings because it is an important part in keeping ALL people safe.
This virus is ever changing and constantly evolving. In order for our children to experience a
cohesive learning experience with as little disruption as possible, universal masking can be a
proactive measure in case this virus evolves more. I encourage our school district to be less
reactive and more proactive. With each exposure and outbreak, children and potentially entire
classrooms and school staff will be forced to stay home. Working parents will then have to
stay home to take care of their children, which further affects our economy. School staff will be
forced to stay home as well which will put a strain on staffing. We've already gone through all
of this last year and masking is such a simple way we can avoid so much disruption and at the
worst, severe illness and death. I am an educator as well as a parent and I know as an
educator we try to teach our students to critically think and care about our neighbors. With so
much misinformation as well as this issue being politicized, it is sad that we are letting it cloud
our judgement to use a common sense approach in trying to maintain a safe environment for
our children. We are not modeling what we expect from our students. We have dress codes for
our students. Why is masking harder to implement than a dress code? If it is to please the
loudest voices that complain, then what are we really modeling for our children? I have friends
and family in other states who are mandating masks in schools and it is infuriating and baffling

8/13/2021 7:57 PM
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to me that we are not doing the same in Colorado. My husband is a physician and has had first
hand experience in fighting this virus. We take this virus very seriously and the only reason I
have not pulled out my children this year is because we already homeschooled them for a year
last year. The reason we homeschooled them was two-fold. We knew because my husband
worked with covid patients regularly, we would constantly be at risk for being exposed and
therefore exposing others. We also knew sending our children to school where there was a
bigger potential of being exposed to covid, could also expose my husband and therefore he
could expose his vulnerable patients. It was a sacrifice we made and my children were able to
make because we all thought it was temporary. My husband and I told our children that it would
only be a year. I'm sure many of us did not expect us to be fighting this virus and dealing with
more outbreaks a year and a half into this pandemic. So I plead with the district (and really the
whole state), let's do our part to help end this pandemic. Universal masking is a simple and
wonderful way to do this. My children have been at home for a year and a half and have been
so happy to be back at school. Everyday, I contemplate whether I need to homeschool them
again. However, I also have to weigh their mental health because they have desperately
needed to be around their peers. To be forced to choose between my children's mental health
vs. their physical health is unfair and unacceptable. We can do better. I am sure so many
families are facing the same dilemma and I am angry that our school district does not practice
what they preach. If you care about you families and students, why not implement a universal
mask mandate. Also, I have two children in second grade and what I've observed this first
week of school during pick up and drop off is that the majority of children and staff are not
wearing masks. This is unacceptable in a school population where children cannot be and are
not vaccinated.
4357

I am a parent of two young children that are unable to be vaccinated due to age. We were
planning to send my daughter to preschool this year, but have decided to hold her back
because of the lack of mask mandates and the lack of vaccine availability. I am sad she is
missing out on school this year, but I am happy to do so to protect their health. We moved to
Douglas County for their amazing school system, but now we are wondering if we should be
looking elsewhere. The lack of mask mandates has me fearful of if the school district and the
health department are following science and doing what is best for the kids or if they are
caving to parental pressure. Please give a mask mandate in the schools until kids can be
vaccinated.

8/13/2021 7:57 PM

4358

The multiple choice answers to question #4 are loaded. I support optional masking in schools.
If parents want their kids to wear masks that's fine. If parents don't want their kids to wear
masks that's fine too. It's up to the parents or individual student's discretion. Just don't send
your kids to school sick. Thanks!

8/13/2021 7:56 PM

4359

I do not think my children should be wearing masks at school for a virus that is being blown
out of proportion. Also this virus was never a major issue in small children.

8/13/2021 7:56 PM

4360

We need to try to keep everyone safe s9 the kids can be in person for school as long as
possible. As an Immunocompromised person, I would appreciate my children being as safe as
possible at school and not bring the virus home.

8/13/2021 7:56 PM

4361

Families should have the freedom to make the best choice for them.

8/13/2021 7:55 PM

4362

Masks are important for kids as they are not vaccinated

8/13/2021 7:55 PM

4363

1. Masking did NOT work in 2020 - schools still shut down. 2. Half of hospitalized individuals
have received the covid inoculation hence the inoculation is not working. 3. Children have a 0
ZERO percent fatality rate. 4. If the teachers don’t want to teach then they don’t get paid - like
the rest of us.

8/13/2021 7:55 PM

4364

Seeing as how 90%+ of kids did not wear a mask, or their parents while dropping off, I don’t
see how this is even a question. Masks are optional and my kindergartener should NOT have
to wear a mask that cuts off a significant amount of oxygen to her.

8/13/2021 7:55 PM

4365

Kids shouldn’t be expected to wear masks in school. Studies have shown that wearing a mask
impacts their health because they are breathing back in CO2 and that mask also impacted
mental health and speech in students. Give the parents the choice if they want their kids to
wear a mask or not. There should NOT be a mask mandate!

8/13/2021 7:54 PM

4366

Please don’t make masks mandatory. This last week of school has been the best my kids
have had in two years. Additionally, there is no science to back this decision. This is a
mitigation strategy that jeopardizes mental health, physical health and ostracizes children.

8/13/2021 7:54 PM
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4367

Unmask our children. Healthy children should NOT be exposed to the medical risk of increased
carbon dioxide (over 3 times acceptable levels; Jama Pediatr, June 30, 2021, Experimental
Assessment of Carbon Dioxide in Inhaled Air With or Without Face Masks in Healthy Children).
Not to mention lower oxygen levels, air hunger, not to mention the emotional and social
aspects of masking. Kids need to be in school. Live. Unmasked. Unashamed.

8/13/2021 7:54 PM

4368

I think that we should follow whatever the CDC recommends and that is currently masking in
any indoor setting regardless of vaccine status. I have been wearing a mask indoors for the
past couple of weeks; including as I teach 7th grade.

8/13/2021 7:54 PM

4369

Elementary kids do not have vaccines available. So while high school and middle school kids
have some choice-the elementary age does not. It would be great to see the district recognize
that kids of all ages are getting sick and we do not wish to let the smallest of our children be a
breeding ground for this pandemic. Please require masks in elementary school until 6-8 weeks
after they have a vaccine available, so kids and families have a choice to get the vaccine or
not before lifting a mandate. And optional for middle or high schoolers-based on vaccination
status and those with elementary kids at home. We have to do better for those who have no
vaccine available.

8/13/2021 7:54 PM

4370

The Delta variant is no joke. My friends school in South Carolina shut down because 160 kids
got infected. Masks are a small price to pay for our kids to be in school.

8/13/2021 7:53 PM

4371

I do not support students having to wear masks. I feel there is enough data to show that
COVID is not a threat to children and teens. Adults have the option to vaccinate if they
choose.

8/13/2021 7:53 PM

4372

Please mandate the rules “ Masks must for kids , staff, teachers inside the school and also
visitors who come to pick up kids “ and also social distancing must . Even vaccinated kids
ages 11 and above should be masked so that if they are asymptotic and if they are exposed to
covid, still they have lesser chances of spreading it kids younger and who are not vaccinated.
Education is important but that kid’s health is even more important and top priority to pursue
that education. As a parent I am really scared and worried about sending my kid to school.
County should help me to take away so that our kids are safe and healthy. After all, school is
the only place where kids can be safe and happy.

8/13/2021 7:53 PM

4373

I’ve seen first hand how masks don’t work and actually increase anxiety for kids.

8/13/2021 7:53 PM

4374

No mandates on masks or vaccines for youth. This should be optional.

8/13/2021 7:52 PM

4375

I am not a wordsmith or a great debater. I am a mother who loves her kids and the freedoms of
this country. I believe mask wearing needs to be a personal choice. Not something decided by
Tri-county health, the governor, or anyone else. Keeping people safe is important, but taking
away our rights to choose for ourselves is not keeping people safe. You are inflicting harm on
people by mandating mask wearing to those who don't want it. There is always going to be
some virus, disease, food, weapon, etc that can harm or kill us. None of that is going away.
We have to live our lives around all the bad and make the best life we can out of it all. We
don't make mandates or laws for everything that is harmful. Why are we starting now? I don't
want to live my life scared and I don't want to put that on my children either! If other people are
scared and worried, they can choose to wear a mask, stay home, etc. For those of us who
don't want to live that way, let us choose that. We do not want a mask mandate,especially not
for our children!

8/13/2021 7:52 PM

4376

People are free to what makes them feel safe and comfortable. These people are not allowed
to dictate these things for me. I should have the freedom to decide what is beast for myself
and my children. I should be able to take the risk involved by making that choice. The state
and district should not force me to do anything I am not comfortable with.

8/13/2021 7:51 PM

4377

Being a staff member in a school, we spend more time telling kids to put their masks on over
their nose and mouth. That time is being taken away from vital instruction time.

8/13/2021 7:51 PM

4378

We strongly object to masks in schools. It is a hindrance to communication and learning. Kids
are not in danger from Covid. This is nonsense!!!!!!!

8/13/2021 7:51 PM

4379

Please make masks not mandated. They do not help anyone, like people think they do. They
just get dirty quick. They are never washed on the kids, it’s just re-wearing your germs day to
day.

8/13/2021 7:51 PM

4380

Mandatory masks are necessary especially for our vulnerable children under the age of 12!

8/13/2021 7:50 PM
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This is an easy layer of protection.
4381

For anyone to approve or sign off on our children having to wear masks all day, is not only not
constitutional, but a disgrace. If you want to follow the science, then do your research. Then
you would know that wearing a mask is more detrimental to our children's as well as our health.
Wearing a mask will not stop a virus, so stop taking the advice from people who have their
own political agenda. If you were voted into your current position, then it's your duty to start
doing your job for the will of the people.

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4382

I cannot fathom any reason not to follow the CDCs scientifically based guidance for universal
masking in schools. The cost is clear, additional unnecessary deaths in the community, likely
of children. The University of Washington Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation projects
nearly 1000 more deaths in Colorado with current masking than with universal masking.
https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/colorado?view=cumulativedeaths&tab=trend Given that people can ask for exemptions in extreme circumstances, what
is the benefit of not requiring masks? Convenience? How does that out weigh peoples lives?
There is limited space in our children's hospitals.
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/11/covid-children-hospitals-schools-reopen-503885

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4383

Since no one is exempt from being contagious, EVERYONE should be wearing masks
indoors. It is so simple to protect yourself and those around you by wearing a mask.

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4384

Masks are child abuse. If you require masks these kids can’t learn and interact at a normal
ability. They have almost no risk of death from Covid and your only playing politics, not
science.

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4385

Absolutely do not mask our children!

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4386

I’d rather mask than quarantine.

8/13/2021 7:50 PM

4387

I have a son in 2nd grade and I want to protect him from contracting Covid. Kids are in
hospitals and dying! While parents that believe in masking until the vaccination is available to
kids under 12 were told that each parent's wish would be honored, there is NO oversight, at
least in our classroom. I emailed the teacher before classes started to let them know that he
should be wearing a mask at all times and found out after 3 school days that he had not worn it
even one day. How does the district expect teachers to monitor who needs to wear a mask and
who doesn't in a class of 25+ kids? My kid sees his friends not wearing a mask so he doesn't
wear a mask. It's ludicrous to think that a 7 year old can comprehend the gravity of what is
happening with this virus no matter how much we discuss it with them. Last year we had no
issues. Our children under 12 need to be protected and the best method is mandatory masking
until the vaccination is available. Only at that point, the parents who don't want to vaccinate or
mask their children can choose that. Masking will not be permanent as vaccine rollout to
young children is expected by winter. I shouldn't have to worry every day that my child will be
infected since the district can't enforce is own "layered" policy. Your job is to protect our
children since we can't be there, not cow tow to the anti-mask/anti-vaccination crowd. Our
children's lives are at risk and are more important than a few angry parents.

8/13/2021 7:49 PM

4388

NO MASKS, NO VAX. This be each individual's choice.

8/13/2021 7:49 PM

4389

Stop this madness!! Our children’s immune systems are dying! The outbreak of all other
illness is showing this (RSV) let us choose what is best fir our children. I don’t believe in this
masking / vaccine nonsense. I will not have my child be vaccinated fir this “virus” either and
we are done with the masks. We will not comply with this ever again. We will move or enroll
her in a private school. We’ve had enough. The end!

8/13/2021 7:49 PM

4390

Yes please! Fully support masks in elementary schools.

8/13/2021 7:48 PM

4391

Masks work. It's not a big deal to wear them so that the kids can continue going to in person
school. Masks are a much better option than on line school.

8/13/2021 7:48 PM

4392

Please, let the parents decide what the best decision is for their children when it comes to
masks at school! A lot of us parents were vaccinated (even against actually wanting to) to help
protect our children from needing to be vaccinated themselves.

8/13/2021 7:48 PM

4393

Please read this Diuglas County resolution
https://douglascountyco.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?
Frame=&MeetingID=2941&MediaPosition=&ID=7020&CssClass Masks do not work and they

8/13/2021 7:47 PM
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are useless for youth who are not high risk for death of Covid 19...ot is not my job or my child
job to protect others from thier fears.
4394

I believe we need to support not having kids wear mask there's a very low risk of getting covid
and even if they get covid they have mild symptoms.

8/13/2021 7:47 PM

4395

This decision is about personal liberty and freedom of choice. I understand the concern of
those wanting a mandate, but I cannot support relinquishing individual liberty and control of my
decisions based on fear of the unknown, especially with the available data showing children
remain at an extremely low risk of hospitalization or worse. At a continued risk of roughly 0.010.03% of serious illness in children resulting from Covid-19 (various sources), the data would
not support a mandate for universal masking that has other serious impacts to the physical
and mental wellbeing of children. If people want to wear masks that is certainly freedom of
choice. If others choose not to wear one, that freedom is also protected. This is a slippery
slope that only gets worse with each decision falling toward the side of less personal liberty.
They wore masks all of last year; they did not keep classrooms from having children test
positive or from quarantining more than they were in person. Until the data (science) proves
that masking for children is in any way effective, do not rush to put masks back on our
children.

8/13/2021 7:47 PM

4396

I would like to submit a request to make masks for elementary schools mandatory while kids
are indoors.

8/13/2021 7:46 PM

4397

No masks back to normal

8/13/2021 7:46 PM

4398

Please mandate masks in all schools. Our staff, students and all their families deserve to be
protected. You have the power to safe lives!

8/13/2021 7:46 PM

4399

Please don’t require our children have to wear masks while in session at school. Please leave
those decisions up to the Parrents.

8/13/2021 7:45 PM

4400

Masks reduce risk of transmission and should be required until 75-80% of a school’s
population is vaccinated. Yes, under current vacc rates this means under-11 students will need
to wear masks at least until a vaccine is approved for that age group. Alternatively, a higher
percentage of adults being vaccinated would reduce positivity and cases so that children could
safely go maskless. Please encourage people to get vaccinated “for the children” and get
learning back on track!

8/13/2021 7:45 PM

4401

Please follow the recommendations of the CDC and The American Academy of Pediatrics and
require masks. This is about science, not politics. According to the experts the best way to
keep kids safe and keep schools open is to have everyone in masks. We did it last year and
we can do it again this year.

8/13/2021 7:45 PM

4402

Masking has affected my child’s psychological well-being. He’s begging us to remove him from
school if masking goes into effect again. He has always been at the top of his class with 3.84.2 gpa and also extremely outgoing and known for being a class clown. This last year his
grades dropped to a C/D avg until mask mandates were dropped. He says that the kids don’t
want to talk, that it’s hard to relate to anyone. He also complained that he has a hard time
understanding his teachers, due to not seeing their lips and having a hard time hearing them.
He’s nervous about what this school year bring for his 5th grade year. Our children’s mental
health has to count as equally as their general wellness. Our kids deserve to smile and receive
smiles back, they need to be comforted and learn in a normal environment.

8/13/2021 7:44 PM

4403

My children are at risk. Not because they are immunocompromised, but because they are
kids. They are at risk with a more contagious illness present. The delta variant is serious and
posed more risk to kids. Quarantining after multiple exposures is going to a huge detergent to
learning, and I think we need to seriously consider masks to protect those who are
immunocompromised and kids under 12. This also includes the staff who are working directly
with our children and in close proximity. Please require masks for those under 12 and for staff
working with our kids. At least until the vaccine is eligible for all ages, then let the choices be
made to wear or not wear a mask. Thank you for taking the health and safety of our most
vulnerable and the healthiest populations seriously.

8/13/2021 7:44 PM

4404

There are not only multiple studies proving masks don’t work to prevent ANY respiratory
illness, but there are also multiple studies proving that masks are highly detrimental to the
emotional and physical health of children and eating them are causing all sorts of issues.
Children are not vulnerable nor are they spreaders of Covid 19. It adults are scared, they can
stay home. I would suggest getting off Google and Safari and research using search engines

8/13/2021 7:44 PM
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that allow for real science to be seen. Qwant, being one many use now to avoid propaganda
and to get real information.
4405

The responsible option is for schools to follow the guidance of our nation's medical experts.
The CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics guidance on masking in schools is clear. See
link to below. https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/americanacademy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/

8/13/2021 7:44 PM

4406

As a parent of an elementary student who cannot yet be vaccinated, it is unconscionable that
students and staff are not required to mask at the very minimum in elementary schools. As a
scientist, I'm appalled. As a sister to an immunocompromised person, I can't send my child to
school in good faith because the district has caved to political pressures from vocal antimaskers and refuses to follow actual science. Even prior to the more contagious delta variant
rising, the science pointed to masking in elementary schools at a minimum. Please do the
right thing by our children and our at risk populations. My child deserves a free public
education too without risking her uncle's life or her own, or living with long term side effects
that might impact her daily life.

8/13/2021 7:44 PM

4407

I have a kindergartener and a second grader, wearing masks hinders their education and social
development. The parents who want their kids to wear masks can continue to do so but don’t
make my kids or their teachers wear one.

8/13/2021 7:43 PM

4408

Please please please DO NOT make masks mandatory! Please continue to give parents the
freedom to choose! My children have asthma and should not be wearing masks . They cause
my kids anxiety and are a huge distraction !!

8/13/2021 7:43 PM

4409

My family had COVID and we know the risks. Our children will not wear masks even if the
school mandates it. It will convince us to either homeschool and or put in private school.

8/13/2021 7:43 PM

4410

No masks…

8/13/2021 7:42 PM

4411

The masking of children in order to go to school is child abuse. It teaches children to fear
others, the air and the world around them. How can we expect children to grow up and do great
things and defy odds when we are raising them to be inundated with fear and uncertainty. The
people who would like to or need to mask their children, that is their choice to make. And it is
my choice to not mask my children. My ancestors were part of nazi Germany and I refuse to
let history repeat itself. Masking children is one step in taking away their identity. My children
are bright and will achieve great things and this will happen if the parents and school district
supports them in doing just that rather than stifling and suppressing them with fear and
uncertainty by mandating masks. Please let the families make the best choices for
themselves rather than mandating a blanket approach.

8/13/2021 7:42 PM

4412

My daughter is too young to get vaccinated against COVID-19. Most elementary school kids
are!! Masks MUST be required to keep our children safe!!!

8/13/2021 7:42 PM

4413

I do not want my children to be forced to wear a mask. Their attitudes during school have been
significantly better and they are more comfortable without a mask. If other parents or teachers
want to wear a mask or put their children in masks for other reasons, that is their decision
which I fully support. Parents should be able to make an educated decision for themselves. I
choose to let my children go to school without a mask. Our household is vaccinated and I do
not feel like their health is in danger without a mask. Leave it up to the parents!

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

4414

Please don’t make our kids wear masks! Leave it up to the parent to make that decision.

8/13/2021 7:41 PM

4415

Absolutely no masks for kids!

8/13/2021 7:40 PM

4416

As the majority of staff and students have chosen not to follow indoor masking
recommendations, our schools are not safe for our children. My children are not yet able to get
the vaccine (under 12 years old), so even though they wear their masks at school, due to the
other people in the building going maskless, they are being put at risk of serious illness or
worse. Unfortunately, giving people the opportunity to do the right thing didn’t work. Please, for
the health of our students and staff, mandate masks in schools.

8/13/2021 7:40 PM

4417

People are still getting sick with or without masks. Mandating masks only takes away our
freedom of choice. Let people make the choice to wear a mask or not. People have spread
(and died) from colds, flu, RSV, & strep without ever the thought of wearing masks. Men &
women have fought for our freedom-don’t take that away.

8/13/2021 7:40 PM

4418

Masks are necessary now. We are in a huge surge with delta and this is going to get worse

8/13/2021 7:39 PM
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before it gets better. I would say keep masks in kids until there are fewer than ten cases a day
in the county, and/or the eligible vaccinated population reaches 90%.
4419

Please do not mandate masks for our children in Douglas county schools. Our K-12 students
are not the ones spreading this virus, they’re the ones suffering from the government
overreach. Masks are far more detrimental to our kids mental health, ability to socialize, learn
and thrive. Please keep masking a choice for each individual family and student to make. We
cannot afford to harm our kids anymore than they have been harmed over the past 18 months.
They need a return to normalcy! They cannot continue this way anymore. We will not comply.

8/13/2021 7:39 PM

4420

Children are at virtually no risk of contracting, spreading or dying of Covid. But if a parent
wants their child to wear a mask it should be parental decision!! Not a mandate. Masks greatly
affect mental health in children- these consequences are higher than my threat of Covid.
Masks affect social interaction at an age when so formative. Masks affect learning. Do not
mandate!!

8/13/2021 7:39 PM

4421

Some children are fine wearing a mask, but others struggle. Those who have myopia can have
difficulty seeing because the mask fogs their glasses. (This has long been a problem for
medical students in the operating room.) Masks can cause severe acne and other skin
problems. The discomfort of a mask distracts some children from learning. By increasing
airway resistance during exhalation, masks can lead to increased levels of carbon dioxide in
the blood. And masks can be vectors for pathogens if they become moist or are used for too
long. The possible psychological harm of widespread masking is an even greater worry. Facial
expressions are integral to human connection, particularly for young children, who are only
learning how to signal fear, confusion and happiness. Covering a child’s face mutes these
nonverbal forms of communication and can result in robotic and emotionless interactions,
anxiety and depression. Seeing people speak is a building block of phonetic development. It is
especially important for children with disabilities such as hearing impairment. Thank you for
your time.

8/13/2021 7:39 PM

4422

I have a child that attends school in person and is too young to be vaccinated. It is important
to me that she attend school in a safe healthy environment. We value in person education, but
are concerned about the spread of coronavirus and the potential increasing risk the virus
variants pose to young children. It is important to protect the public health of our community,
especially those who are unable to be vaccinated, and especially young children who are
unable to understand the risk of their voices and the responsibilities of being members of a
community.

8/13/2021 7:38 PM

4423

It should be the parent's choice if they mask their kids or not.

8/13/2021 7:38 PM

4424

While masks are not ideal, the option to not have masks is putting our children at risk.
Surrounding districts (Cherry Creek, Adams, Jeffco, etc.) have decided to revise their stance
and implement masks. Unless there is scientific evidence that supports the status quo will be
just as effective we should reconsider as well. Or at the very least establish thresholds for
when masks are to be enforced (e.g. community spread, childhood spread, vaccination rates).

8/13/2021 7:37 PM

4425

I understand having kids who are 11 and under wearing masks, as they are unable to get
vaccinated at this moment. I would be ok with that considering one of my children is in
elementary and cannot get vaccinated. However my other child is in middle school and has
been vaccinated to avoid getting or spreading the virus. I do not think they should be required
to wear masks unless they are not vaccinated. The unvaccinated are the ones who are
spreading it and it is there choice not to get vaccinated therefore they should have to wear
masks to avoid spreading the virus until vaccinated.

8/13/2021 7:37 PM

4426

I believe the children should be wearing masks now and this should be mandatory for all kids
equally.. It's a small, simple thing and we should be doing everything we can to avoid another
disrupted school years. Keep the kjds healthy and in school (in person) as much as we can please mandate masks and encourage vaccinations. Thank you!

8/13/2021 7:37 PM

4427

I recognize that currently, vaccines have only been given an emergency use authorization, and
only for those 12 years old and older. I also recognize that COVID-19 is less transmissible
among the young, as well as less deadly. This, however, does not mean that there is no risk.
There is risk, even for those who are fully or partially vaccinated. There is, of course, a
significantly greater risk for those not vaccinated. Those who cannot get vaccinated are now at
the “mercy” of those who refuse to get vaccinated. Therefore, masks come in to play. I
recognize that masks are not perfect at protecting either the wearer or those around them from
spreading or contracting this illness. I also recognize that in most cases where masks have

8/13/2021 7:36 PM
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been required, enforcement is virtually nonexistent, and implementation has been abysmal. I
can’t state how many people I have seen wearing masks around their chins, or with their noses
poking out. If masks are going to be required, they will only be efficacious when worn properly.
If they are to be required, they will only have their desired effect if there are actual
consequences for not wearing or improperly wearing masks. While masks and vaccines are
not perfect, the best way to protect those who cannot protect themselves is for everyone to
wear masks. Properly. This is a simple method that provides the best protection possible for
children who cannot get vaccinated, even considering the low likelihood of them dying from
this disease. There are still deaths, and other adverse difficulties, among children.
4428

Please no masks at least for elementary - the kids are not able to learn appropriately when
they have to wear masks, as so much of early education is about words and spelling which
require them to see faces, facial expressions etc. Masks are a huge hardship for the little kids
and I strongly believe they are not the ones at the high risk of getting covid or dying from it.

8/13/2021 7:36 PM

4429

We firmly believe there are no benefits to masking our teachers or children. The vaccine has
been offered to those who want it. Masks worn the way these children are wearing them does
not prevent the spread of COVID, not to mention they are CLOTH or PAPER masks, not N95.
The children chew on them, sneeze, wipe boogers etc on them and then breathe that in. That
is detrimental to their health. If masks are mandated, we will pull our children from public
school and put them in a charter school.

8/13/2021 7:35 PM

4430

Please consider that our school ager has younger siblings in daycare. Masks can help keep
them all in school/daycare and allow my husband and I to both remain working. Until we can
vaccinate our children, we need the communities help to keep them safe.

8/13/2021 7:35 PM

4431

Please don’t mask Ouse kids. There is no solid evidence that masks work and in fact an
abundance of evidence they do not work. Here are some other things to consider. 1)
Vaccinated individuals DO contract CV, now known at a pace that meets or exceeds
unvaccinated individuals. 2) Vaccinated individuals DO spread CV at a pace now known to
meet or exceed unvaccinated individuals. 3) Cloth face coverings have been shown to be
ineffective at mitigating the spread of viruses. Dr. Michael Osterholm, CDC, most recently
echoed these sentiments on CNN the first week of July. The CDC and NIH have published at
least 3 studies demonstrating this. 4) At this junction, educators interested in vaccination,
have been vaccinated. 5) At this junction, community members interested in vaccination have
been vaccinated. 6) CV spread in children is miniscule. 7) CV spread from children to adults is
miniscule. 8) There has not been ONE documented case of CV spread from a student to a
teacher, in the U.S. 9) Our community is built of educated, hard working adults who understand
the risk of living in our environment and have made their decision. 10) Where risk exists, there
must be a choice as to whether we wear a mask, vaccinate or socially distance. The social,
emotional and physical toll is far too great to simply say, “Take one for the team”. I have spent
23 years studying the toxicology behind vaccines. I was fully vaccinated and developed a
severe allergy 2 days after vaccination, at 18 years old. That has translated into a psoriatic
issue today. Most people who have concerns about vaccines are fully vaccinated themselves
but had an experience that led them to re-evaluate that choice. Prior to CV, I had spent zero
hours researching safety as pertains to mask use. I rely on unbiased experts to provide
information that is usable and pertinent. Our patient base is comprised of Medical Doctors,
Nurses, Surgeons, Attorneys, Product Engineers and Developers and OSHA professionals in
addition to a plethora of other professionals. One of our patients is an engineer with 3M and
has been an integral part of developing masks, including the N95. Our conversations have
focused on one question: “Do these masks and face coverings stop viruses?” The answer is
NO. Even the highly touted N95 is not designed to stop viruses but will stop “95% of non-oil
based particulates”. This does not include viruses. With 20,000,000 viral particles fitting on the
tip of a pin, it is physically impossible to stop viruses with our current face coverings. This has
been demonstrated time and time again but continues to be the center point of a campaign to
stop the transmission of SARS-COV-2. From plastic shields between desks, over cash
registers and at lunch lines to the routine recommendation of masks, we are focusing on the
optics of protection. Multiple OSHA officials have agreed that shields do not stop the
transmission of viruses but potentially stagnates air flow, increasing exposure to environmental
particulates. This, again, has been demonstrated in unbiased research and from the very
professionals that are trusted to design these products and protect our communities. Dr.
Megan Martin, an Anesthesiologist and MPH with degrees in epidemiology and biostatistics,
stated, “This recommendation (masks) is not only ridiculous, but cruel. We have allowed
hysteria to dictate policy and take over our common sense. Where are the rest of Healthcare
providers standing up?” I fully understand that no one wants to be sitting in your chair if
something horrific happened. I also understand that you’ve been instructed to follow the CDC
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recommendations despite the overbearing and contradictory nature of their recommendations.
How would you feel if another teen in our communities commits suicide as a direct result of our
Covid Mitigation Strategy? Or if another community member develops an inflammatory cardiac
issue as a result of supporting compulsory vaccines in our communities? Will you simply say,
“They took one for the team”, or that their death was “for the greater good”? At the end of the
day, how long do we want this to go on? How long do we want to try and avoid learning to live
in our environment? I noted this last March. The only way through this is to go through this; to
learn to live in this environment, per se. With as much data pointing to increased levels of
emotional issues in addition to other health issues directly related to masks, there must be a
choice. Our community is made up of highly educated people. If they want to wear a mask,
they can. If they wanted to be vaccinated, they would have already done it or will be following
through with that. If our teachers are wearing masks and are vaccinated, and vaccines and
masks work, what is their concern? As a board of individuals with no healthcare background, I
understand your concerns about “who do we listen to”. Ask yourself one question: when every
respiratory virus known to man diminishes activity during the summer months ( including CV)
while Vitamin D levels are at their highest, why are we seeing surges in variant production and
increased case numbers now? If the vaccine works as stated and more than 60% of our
population is at least partially vaccinated, we should see reductions which isn’t happening now.
Blaming unvaccinated individuals or those not wearing masks is myopic at best. The short
answer is there has never been a vaccine that stops transmission of viruses. There are no
masks that stop transmission of viruses. The CDC and NIH have agreed that vaccinated
individuals CAN AND WILL spread viral particulates (Including flu, CV, RSV) including spike
proteins which is why we’re seeing cases In unvaccinated individuals, rising. Our Board of
Education is charged with safeguarding our education and the well-being associated with that.
You were not elected to take on the burden of public health nor should you have the
responsibility of weighing in on healthcare matters that is best left to parents and their
healthcare providers. Please make masks optional for all levels and participate in the
continued healing of our community vs. participating in the optics associated with CV
Mitigation Measures. Thank you for your time. Josh Kids are at extremely low risk and there is
now evidence of transmission from
4432

The National response now to rapidly spreading delta variant is to wear a mask indoors,
regardless of vaccination status. Our children cannot be vaccinated, and it is our responsibility
as adults to listen to the science and protect our children from getting ill. Please require masks
in schools to protect our community and our children.

8/13/2021 7:35 PM

4433

Young adults and children are at a very low risk for dangerous effects of Covid. It’s a
respiratory Virus and it is not going away, like the Flu and pneumonia. Let’s mandate hand
hygiene. Provide endless supplies of tissue and sanitizer which has proven MUCH more
effective than masks. Masks are suffocating, create ab inability to flight any illness, it is not
sanitary to be breathing in a mask, that can cause a lot of issues in itself. Last and most
important, making kids wear masks has caused more mental health issues then ever before
and this must stop. It should be a choice. No one should make someone else wear a mask,
especially when the survival rate is 99%. Let’s practice better hygiene and let’s not make the
poor decision of taking away our rights and freedoms. We agreed in the beginning as we were
learning, now we KNOW that masks are not going to change anything. In fact, I’d you look
back to when the mandate was lifted last time….. cases actually dropped. Let’s be smart
about this. Let’s talk sanitizing and Zinc, not taking away our own rights. You want to wear a
mask then do it. No one should force anyone else to. This virus is no fun but neither is
pneumonia or the flu. We will survive.

8/13/2021 7:35 PM

4434

Should be of personal choice especially because of vaccines. Also getting to see full faces
helps improve the social aspect of school.

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

4435

Please stop mandating masks for children. Masks do not protect anyone from the virus.
Children are resilient, and their immune systems are great at fighting illness. Please let
children who want to, wear masks, and leave it at that. No child should be forced to wear a
mask. This is getting ridiculous

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

4436

My mom is a nurse at Castle Rock hospital, and has been seeing alot more cases of COVID.

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

4437

Masking is now an essential public health practice. The Delta variant makes it so. Our children
are vulnerable. The immunocompromised are vulnerable. The petulance of anti-maskers must
not block decency and sense.

8/13/2021 7:34 PM

4438

There is no reason to mask our children.

8/13/2021 7:34 PM
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4439

Masks do more harm then good. Any real virologist will tell you masks do not work. I've seen
many children's masks tested. They are absolutely filthy, and destroying our children's health.
They are destroying our kids physically, mentally, and emotionally. My daughter was a
Freshman last year and had to watch her Aunt attempt suicide, and talk at least 5 other High
Schoolers out of committing suicide. No to masks!

8/13/2021 7:33 PM

4440

Asks should not be worm by youth under 21. It is proven that the Covid 19 virus is not deadly
to youth. Masks do not work and they should be left to choice by the student and parents. I do
not think that others fears should stand in the way of my child's freedom.and my rights as a
parent to make choices for my child. Thank is a political statement and political posturing.
More youth have died from the flu than Covid. If others are afraid of their children being carriers
than their children can wear masks. At what point will anyone with common sense stand up for
what is right? There is no medical basis for mask wearing especially for youth.

8/13/2021 7:32 PM

4441

I teach in a high school. I have followed all the guidance. I have pen masks; I have taught
remotely, and I have been vaccinated. This is what I have noticed in the past 18 months in a
high school in relation to masks. Requiring students and teachers to wear masks in the
educational environment negatively impacts student learning and teacher instruction. Here’s
why. Students cannot hear or fully u defat and teachers when they are teaching. Teachers
cannot hear or understand their students when answering questions or participating in
classroom discussions. Classmates need to communicate to learn from each other in the
classroom. When students are forced to wear a mask, one thing happens. They don’t talk,
resulting in no collaboration or learning g together. This in turn affects student mental health
causing student to become disengaged and not wanting to learn or be at school. Finally,
instead of being able to attempt to teach effectively while wearing a mask, teachers are
spending a bulk of their time telling kids to mask up or pull up their masks. Requiring kids to
wear masks at school is bad for learning. Please allow vaccinated kids and teachers to teach
and learn unmasked. It’s the right thing to do to positively impact student achievement and
mental health.

8/13/2021 7:31 PM

4442

I wanted to share my opinion and DO NOT think that masks should be required to kids under
11. It should be up to the parents and students. Just because the voices of those who want a
mask mandate are louder does not mean it is the correct choice at this time. My kids started
school this past week and I will say at least 90% of teachers/students/parents have made the
choice to not wear a mask. That proves that the majority is comfortable without masks and DO
NOT want a mask mandate. They need to return to as normal as possible and the choice of a
mask should be a personal one and not forced upon us. Like I said before, please don’t let the
louder voice win just because they are loud!!

8/13/2021 7:31 PM

4443

We have followed the rules and are vaccinated. Do not mask our kids who are vaccinated. Tri
County Health tried to quarantine my family for over a month in the spring and could not
answer my questions regarding the policy and NEVER provided the documentation I requested
and they committed they would provide. Easy to ruin lives hard to back the story. I have
followed every rule, and went to a my doctor for direction and was given very different facts. I
am still waiting for the paperwork they were referring too in trying to dictate to my family
incorrect information. Vaccinated kids have done their part.

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

4444

I think masking should be a parent’s/individual’s choice. Making children wear masks is doing
long term social emotional damage. The risk posed by COVID is minimal at best. SNO MASk
Mandate.

8/13/2021 7:30 PM

4445

I support required masking in schools for K-12. Please help us have this simple mitigating
strategy be required

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

4446

I am a teacher and it is very difficult to communicate with masks

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

4447

Elementary and preschool students should NOT have to wear a mask! This disease is 98%
survivable. Those who want a vaccine have the opportunity to get it.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

4448

Please no masks. My daughter got the vaccine because she thought it would give her back a
normal life. Please don’t ruin that for these kids. Let it be an individual and family decision.

8/13/2021 7:29 PM

4449

I don't think young kids should have to wear masks all day at school. It makes learning that
more difficult when you have a hard time understanding your peers and or teacher. Make it
optional for families to choose. Please! We can't go another year learning like this.

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

4450

Yes Masks please!!!!

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

1327 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
4451

Our kids are miserable in masks. Connections with others, including teachers was hindered
last year with half of their face covered. It was not an environment for the most effective
learning. The fear and social impacts of masking are far more damaging to our kids than the
virus.

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

4452

I support universal masking at least for those who are unable to be vaccinated. I kept my
daughter home all last year due to the virus and not knowing everything about it. I have an
autoimmune disease so have tried to be more cautious than most. My husband and I are both
vaccinated, but our daughter cannot be due to her age. With the Delta variant being so much
more contagious and hospitalizations increasing again, I believe it is best to enforce masking.
I sent my daughter to school this year hoping that there would at least be social distancing
which has not been the case. It is not being implemented in the elementary schools. It appears
to be business as usual. I still sent her because she is an only child and needs more peer
interaction. She has been loving it so far. But please help to protect her and those who are
unable to be vaccinated by slowing the spread with masking.

8/13/2021 7:28 PM

4453

Please NO masks for students. They need to learn and be able to read facial expressions and
it’s already been a year lost.

8/13/2021 7:26 PM

4454

Ridiculous that this is even being considered. Do t ignore the science.

8/13/2021 7:26 PM

4455

I agree with universal masking in all school settings until a vaccine is available for all children.
My daughter has been wearing a mask in the first grade all week. There are only a handful of
children wearing a mask. Parents have rights but not when it is a public health issue during a
pandemic. Safety is the priority. CDC and American Pediatric Association recommend masks
for all children in schools- what are we waiting for? Why it is only “strongly recommended?”
This isn’t a political issue - it is a science and public health safety issue. Universal masking is
a must.

8/13/2021 7:25 PM

4456

Masks are not beneficial and cause anxiety in kids

8/13/2021 7:25 PM

4457

I do not agree nor will I enforce my child to wear a mask at school. They are there for an
education. Not a political stand.

8/13/2021 7:25 PM

4458

At this point, mandatory mask wearing needs to be happening in our schools. We know the
virus still spreads in the vaccinated population, we know the delta variant leads to worse
outcomes in the young (too young to be vaccinated), and mask-wearing is a much better
alternative than shutting down in-person schooling. Please help us stay in-person and require
masks of all students and staff.

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4459

Please allow parents to choose what is best for their child.

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4460

Individual choice. My children have sensory autism disorder and panic in the masks. Teacher
spent whole time trying to keep it on them. They cannot wear them. Parent should be able to
choose. Americans with disabilities act

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4461

The most difficult challenge from my children, is that they are now in charge of decisions that
should be made by adults—they have to decide on mask wearing. If the school district or the
health district said explicitly “no masks,” we would unenroll them in school. If DCSD and/or
TCH would responsibly say “yes masks,” then our young children would not have to make the
call!

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4462

I am strongly in favor of a mask mandate. My child wears a mask in school and is one of a
handful of students that does. This greatly reduces the effectiveness. In addition there is an
awkwardness and social impact of being one of a very few wearing a mask. We want to
maintain in person learning and have a safe environment. The delta variant is extremely
contagious. Until children can be vaccinated, they are at risk and additional precautions should
be in place.

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4463

Masks should be individual family decisions.

8/13/2021 7:24 PM

4464

I don't think that our children should be subjected to mask mandates to go to school. I also
know that there are several peer reviewed studies and physicians that do not back up a mask
mandate. For instance, on August 8th the Wall Street Journal printed an op-ed, “The Case
Against Masks for Children,” Dr. Marty Makary (Johns Hopkins School of Medicine) and Dr. H.
Cody Meissner (Tufts Children’s Hospital). In the article, the physicians note the dangers
associated with masking children. The article also notes a study out of Denmark that found
surgical masks are ineffective in stopping the spread of the virus. This coincides with former

8/13/2021 7:24 PM
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Biden advisor Dr. Michael Osterholm who stated, "we know today that many of the face cloth
coverings that people wear are not very effective in reducing any of the virus movement in or
out," Osterholm, the director of the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the
University of Minnesota, said. Even Dr Fauci's email provide insight into the ability of masks to
prevent the spread. In his released emails we find, Dr. Anthony Fauci advised that the "typical
mask" one gets from the drug store "is not really effective in keeping out" the virus. Everyone
in Douglas County has had a chance to be vaccinated. Those that have been, are essentially
safe from the most dangerous signs/symptoms from the virus. Those that made the choice to
remain unvaccinated are allowed to make that choice as an American. You have the numbers
that show very little incident of serious effects in children dealing with COVID and studies that
show how small the percentage of transmission from student to teacher is. This should be a
choice between the students and their parents and my choice is that my child not be forced
into wearing a mask.
4465

I’d rather mask up than run the risk of the school shutting down. Let’s mask up until vaccines
are available for age 11 and under.

8/13/2021 7:23 PM

4466

I feel masks should be in placefor 100% of the students and all school personnel. Especiall
sine those under 12 cannot be vaccinated. The Delta varient is exploding at expodentisl rates.

8/13/2021 7:22 PM

4467

I support parent choice in regards to masking our youth. It is not the job of the government to
tell me what is safe for my children. I am asking for transparency from our county health
department on the data they are receiving to schedule this forum after we received a public
statement of parent choice. If you want to discuss mental health and masks, show me data.
One of these bullet points is telling me that my child has to mask up to make other people's
kids feel better. My child is not responsible for your child's feelings. We teach our children
common decency, common courtesy, and to honor and respect other people's choices. There
is, however, data on the detriment on children *wearing* masks. To the tune of Palmonary
specialists seeing an uptick in bacterial pneumonia in children. I am requesting data to support
these parents who are pro masking children's faces.

8/13/2021 7:22 PM

4468

The incidence of Covid in children is minuscule, incidence of severe Covid even less. Looking
at the number of deaths in children from 18 and under since January 2020, there have only
been 9 (just one in Douglas County where I am). Of course every death is a tragedy, but the
damage done to all the kids by wearing masks all day is not worth the insignificant (if any)
protection a mask provides. Kids need to see facial expressions, that is a great part of learning
and socialization. Mask wearing also inhibits speech. Not to mention breathing. Kids should
not have to bear the burden of worrying about their health by wearing a dirty mask that offers
no real protection.

8/13/2021 7:22 PM

4469

Mandate the vaccine for children 12+. Masks make the kids feel uneasy and look things are
not normal

8/13/2021 7:21 PM

4470

The decision to mask our students or to keep our students unmasked belongs to the parents
of the students…NOT the TriCounty Health department, not a board of education and not a
superintendent. This is an outrageous overreach for these groups to issue mask mandates.
There is no substantial scientific evidence to show masks work in the prevention of the spread
of COVID. I work as a substitute in the district and constantly saw kids touching their masks,
touching their faces and wet, dirty masks on the faces of these kids by the end of the day.
Masks are doing undeniable mental damage to our students far surpassing the effects of the
actual virus on young children. We need to look past the complete lies and spin of the
mainstream media and look at real data. I strongly oppose mask and vaccine mandates.

8/13/2021 7:21 PM

4471

Do not allow masks back in schools. They have been proven over and over again to have no
protection again anything. This is enough. They are not animals

8/13/2021 7:21 PM

4472

I am AGAINST masks for kids in school! I don’t believe that it is helping I believe it’s hurting
our young people! Please do NOT mandate masks in school!

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

4473

I believe the power of masks should be with the parents and have them decide if a mask is a
good choice for their child. Keep it optional and let the parents decide. My 2 boys who are in
8th and 6th grade absolutely hated wearing a mask and had a very difficult time breathing and
focusing at school last year when they had to wear it for 7 hours a day.

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

4474

I got my whole family vaccinated, which was not an easy decision. But in order for us to do our
part to return to normalcy, we did it. Our vaccination serves as our masks. We should not have
to wear masks if we have been vaccinated.

8/13/2021 7:20 PM
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4475

Our kids desperately need in-person learning. If this means they should wear a mask in order
to do so safely, I fully support that. Wearing a mask is a small price to pay for this. It’s our job
as adults to make the tough decisions in the best interest of our children. Wear the damn
mask!

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

4476

Stop with the masks! We as citizens should have the right to decide what’s best for our family.
If someone feels they need to Protect themselves, let them. If someone feels they are
responsible enough to not wear one, let them. And if you’re about to mandate them, then every
single school should be following suite. I’d love to know the logistics on why public schools in
Douglas county last year were requiring masks but charter schools were not required. How is
that fair to kids?

8/13/2021 7:20 PM

4477

Society can not thrive in the current environment without accepting that the needs of the many
outweigh the needs of the few. I am a school nurse. I am a mother. I am a resident of Douglas
County in the state of Colorado and I’m ashamed of the self centered philosophy being
reflective of our society. We simply can not continue to behave as though everyone has rights
and no one has responsibilities.

8/13/2021 7:19 PM

4478

Thank you for considering a mask requirement in schools this fall. As a parent of an
elementary aged student, I believe that in person schooling is critical in order for our children to
continue to learn, grow, and thrive in our community. At the same time, ensuring that students
are as safe as possible from being exposed to COVID is critical. I believe that this decision by
TCHD needs to be based on scientific recommendations by the CDC, CDPHE and most
recently the strongly worded statement by the Colorado Chapter of AAP. The health and safety
of our children, especially those who are not yet eligible for vaccination needs to be a priority
over the political rhetoric that is distracting. I urge you to make a decision based on the best
scientific recommendations to date and require universal masking in schools with
accommodations for students that are unable to mask due to a physical, intellectual or
emotional disability. These accommodations should be made on an individual basis in
consultation with families, school personnel and medical providers. Please take action
immediately to keep our children as safe as possible.

8/13/2021 7:19 PM

4479

Looking at children’s hospitalizations and deaths, it is minimal in comparison to total number of
children here in Douglas County. The percentage is insanely low, which is hard to see why a
mask mandate should be in place. Please keep masks optional for everyone, but especially for
our children as they continue to develop the social skills needed by using nonverbal facial
cues in addition to spoken words. Thank you.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

4480

1. Why was the flu vaccine not treated this way? Or pink eye, or lice? Or, strep? 2. Fully
unvaccinated kids attended before this "covid" madness, but that didn't matter and still
doesn't. 3. How is it not discrimination? "science" says, little kids have a 99% survival rate. 4.
There's a vaccine for all that are of age to get it. 5. Your job is to teach, and it's very obvious
that was not the case last year. 6. Mental health - does that really matter to you all? Didn't
seem to last year. 7. Tax dollars are paid by the people, to have public school, and everyone
has different opinions. You are doing nothing for the people by being bias. Let the PARENTS
CHOOSE - NOT YOU. 8. WHEN ARE YOU EVER GOING TO MAKE A SOLID DECISION!?
8.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

4481

Please leave it up to our families discretion.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

4482

There has been strong evidence since June that we should be masking indoors. It was first
reported by Israel that vaccinated people were able to contract and spread the Delta variant.
This same behavior was also observed in the UK weeks later. Finally, the behavior was
observed here in the U.S. which led to the change in CDC guidance. With only roughly 50% of
the US population vaccinated, it is inevitable that cases will spike leading to an increase in
hospitalizations and deaths particularly among the unvaccinated. We are already seeing this in
states such as Texas and Florida. In addition to this, there has been an enormous increase in
children being hospitalized with COVID in these same states. We should be actively trying to
stop the spread here in Colorado before it spirals out of control. As adults, we have an
obligation to protect the most vulnerable among us which currently includes children under 12
who cannot get vaccinated. Furthermore, there is no reputable source of information that
indicates a mask is detrimental to the wearer’s health. Therefore, in order to keep schools and
businesses open, there should be an indoor mask mandate. It is in the best interest of the
community as a whole.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

4483

If there is a high rate of transmission I feel it’s best to mandate that everyone in the school
wears a mask to protect those that are immune-compromised. I also feel that those that

8/13/2021 7:18 PM
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choose not to get vaccinated should have a choice. How is the school district to know if those
who choose not to wear a mask are truly vaccinated. That is VERY unfair to those that have
been vaccinated.
4484

There are numerous studies that show masks are not helpful and in fact are harmful. A few
studies done are from Cleveland, Ireland Germany and more. The CDC has not provided any
data to support wearing masks. They have simply politicized the masks. If teachers are
vaccinated that should be sufficient.

8/13/2021 7:18 PM

4485

Please let parents decide what’s best for their kids!

8/13/2021 7:17 PM

4486

Please consider the mental health issues of continuous dirty masks on kids

8/13/2021 7:17 PM

4487

My son is in 4th grade and is a Leukemia Survivor. His body is healthy but will never be the
same. We MASK. For ALL the kids. We stayed home enough through treatment, then Covid
hit. Masking was not a problem for us. Now-Masking and washing/sanitizing is optional? I’m
appalled at the extreme anger over masks from these parents many of whom will not ever
experience what we have! The childish fighting. Wow. My son doesn’t complain about
masking….because he doesn’t hear ME complaining! Already kids are out sick the first week.
Mask the schools!!! We will either way!

8/13/2021 7:17 PM

4488

I do not support mama wearing for kids, the masks don’t stay on properly, kids touch their face
more than needed, masks get dirty during breaks, they still contact each other during recess ,
lunch etc and if they are exposed enough. So masks don’t add any protection only get in the
way

8/13/2021 7:16 PM

4489

I believe the mask offers a layer of protection against virus propagation. Not 100% I will agree
but little is better than nothing IMO. Children young and older who cannot stay 6 feet apart due
to class setting should be wearing a mask to prevent contamination.

8/13/2021 7:16 PM

4490

Many students will put others at risk by knowingly or unknowingly having COVID or the Delta
virus. With cases rising and people in general choosing not to wear a mask because they don’t
HAVE to, safety concern goes way down. It becomes easier to recognize the need for safety
when wearing a mask.

8/13/2021 7:15 PM

4491

I absolutely disagree with masking children in schools. Not only has there been minimal effect
from children getting covid but the long term mental and emotional effects from children
wearing masks outweighs any sickness. Mask wearing has not been shown to prevent
sickness. Children with growing bodies and growing immune systems need to be worked on
without this fear based living shoved down their throats. Kids need to be allowed to run and
breathe and play. It absolutely should be left up to the individual families to make the beat
choice for their child. My child’s health SHOULD NOT be decided by any government, school,
or state entity. My child’s health is my concern and my concern only. We live with risks
everyday of our lives. I will be the one to decide what those risks will be for my family. Not the
state. Not the government. I will pull my kids from school if masks are mandated. If there are
parents that want mask for their kids, then let them send them. It is their choice. This should
be a choice.

8/13/2021 7:15 PM

4492

I am appalled that schools are conducted as if everything is normal while we have a pandemic
and a variant that is making kids sick. We need to be back in cohorts, masked and vaxed!

8/13/2021 7:15 PM

4493

If something as simple as wearing a mask can potentially reduce the spread of this virus and
keep our kids safe and in school full time, why wouldn’t we support it???

8/13/2021 7:15 PM

4494

If you follow the science you know that it does not support children wearing masks, you either
follow the science or you don’t!

8/13/2021 7:14 PM

4495

We teach community service in our schools. I believe wearing a mask is a small price to pay
for the greater good to care for our neighbors. With the high transmissibility of the Delta variant
and the unknown long term effects, although childhood death rates are low, caution seems
wise. My 4th grader is excited to be with her classmates this year and will be wearing a mask
regardless of the policy adopted. For those who are at risk, it is uncaring and borderline
discriminatory to flaunt not taking simple steps that could otherwise have prevented
unnecessary suffering.

8/13/2021 7:14 PM

4496

Our school district should be in accord with the guidelines from the CDC and the American
Academy of Pediatrics, among numerous virologists, and public health experts recommending
masks be worn in schools, especially for the unvaccinated. I only say this as what I hear from

8/13/2021 7:14 PM
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experts, not my personal feelings, politics, or opinions. The Delta variant is more contagious
than the Alpha with everyone, including our children. Why are we being more relaxed on the
safety protocols than last year when this is a far more virulent variant? This seems
counterintuitive. Yes many parents are vaccinated and that gives a layer of protection to the
children, but Delta is still transmissible with the vaccinated and especially the parents that are
unvaccinated. We kept our kids out of in class learning last year and just couldn’t bear to keep
them away from the social interaction in class learning affords in the critical development of
our children. We were optimistic when the superintendent sent an email stating masking was
recommended by Tri-County Health. However, with masking only being recommended, we see
most individuals not wearing masks in our school to our surprise. The recommendation isn’t
working it if we are not following it when in the same breath masking is touted and
recommended because “it is backed by science”. At what expense is this recommendation not
being followed by most students for the 11 and under? I hope nothing grave. Please let your
expert scientific backgrounds guide this decision. We have 4 family doctors, Primary Care,
OBGYN, Dermatologist, and Pediatrician and all of them have children from kindergarten to
high school and all are having their kids wear masks, so we are following their lead. You are
the experts. We trust you will exercise the proper medical judgement during this epidemic.
Would any health organization or enterprise recommend/allow getting 20-30 unvaccinated
adults in a congregate setting without masking? Why do that to our precious children? Thank
you.
4497

I believe that masks should not be mandatory but more of an option.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4498

Mandate masks as a precaution.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4499

Please respect our rights to choose what is best for our families whether that be wearing a
mask or not. It should stay an individual choice to wear a mask no matter the setting.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4500

Please do not mask our children. The science does not support this as a need! My autistic son
that has to wear glasses struggles SOO much with the masks. Please do not put our children
through this again.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4501

Gov Polis said yesterday (8-12-21) there are approximately 19 covid hospitalization between 019 year-olds. I have a child who has a medical history and his speech isn't very strong.
Masking him. Makes it extremely hard for people to understand him! Please do not restrict his
speech by requiring students who are at an extremely low risk to wear masks. At some point
we have to move forward and accept the reality this virus isn't going away. Please do not
mandate masks.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4502

Delta is going to get here. We need to be ready. Let’s be proactive and do everything we can to
keep our kids in classes. I would also hope that everyone would agree to keeping kids safe.
The most effective way for masks to work is for everyone, vaccinated or unvaccinated to wear
a mask indoors. It’s a simple request. My right to life shouldn’t be overlooked because
someone is yelling that a mask is taking away their liberty.

8/13/2021 7:13 PM

4503

I am very against mandatory masking. I am an RNC and do not support it.

8/13/2021 7:12 PM

4504

99.998 survival rate. That is higher than the survival rate for the seasonal flu in past years in
children. We didn’t mask then, and we shouldn’t do it to them now. We are damaging them and
ruining their childhoods by masking and fear.

8/13/2021 7:12 PM

4505

We don’t wear masks for flu and the data doesn’t show that kids are high risk.

8/13/2021 7:12 PM

4506

I feel we as parents should have the right to decide if our kids wear a mask. I don’t want my
kid to wear a mask nor does my kid want to.

8/13/2021 7:11 PM

4507

My child is in a room of 45 5th graders she is one of only 3 people masked. On pick up and
drop off I'm only seeing about 5% masked. As a parent of a child who is in one of the higher
risk groups but has to be in the building due to learning disabilities, I feel like I am sending her
into a burning building every day. I think kids who are ineligible for vaccines should be
mandated to wear masks for the protection of all till all Elementary kids are able to get their
turn at vaccination. Thank You for your time.

8/13/2021 7:11 PM

4508

Please do what you already know is right to protect our children and educators.

8/13/2021 7:10 PM

4509

I hope to Douglas County leaves the Tri County Health Department. This needs to end.
Anyone who wants to wear a mask can, and I absolutely encourage that type of individual
freedom. I choose to live in Douglas County because I believe we have a better life and

8/13/2021 7:10 PM
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independence than in other parts of the State. Allow people to make educated individual
decisions about their welfare and that of their children. Expecting children to wear masks and
then actually perform well at school is ridiculous. Do not have a mask mandate.
4510

Parents should retain freedom of choice for masking kids. Covid 19 is an airborne virus. While
an N95 protects against transmission, the cloth masks worn by kids do not help protect
anyone. The parents who want to mask their kids should freely have the right to do so, just as
we should have the right not to. Stop this insane division!!! Our kids deserve better!!!

8/13/2021 7:09 PM

4511

I will not put my kids at risk with these masks this year. We did it last year, but we will not
continue this nonsense! We will pull our kids out of school and sue the district. We pay taxes
and we make the decisions for our children’s well being. If people want to muzzle their kids
then they need to keep their kids at home. Our kids have immune systems and it will only
compromise what God fave them.

8/13/2021 7:09 PM

4512

I have two children, one in Ranch View Middle and one in Roxborough Primary. At this time,
we as a society are unable to provide proper medical protection for our children 11 years and
under (by way of vaccines). So we have to find ways to protect them until that becomes an
option. The simplest way to do this is to do mandated school masking. Yes, wearing a mask
the whole day isn’t ideal. But you know what else isn’t ideal? Having a COVID outbreak in your
schools and being partially responsible for children going to the hospital or even dying. Or
going to a virtual or hybrid environment that would severely disrupt learning especially for
young kids like my daughter in Kindergarten. Given the aggressiveness of the Delta variant,
we should be doing the safe and responsible thing by mandating masks for at least those who
aren’t eligible for a vaccine. Unfortunately, because of politicization, parents can’t be trusted to
make the responsible choice that’s in the best interest of the public’s health. Therefore, we
need to make it universal.

8/13/2021 7:09 PM

4513

Because of the Delta variant I strongly support masking. As you can see when just strongly
recommended kids and people do not mask unfortunately. I believe the data that masks work.
I believe the masking prevented my son from getting Covid last year when he had to
quarantine twice because of close contact in school.

8/13/2021 7:09 PM

4514

Wearing Mask to prevent closing the schools.

8/13/2021 7:09 PM

4515

Please no mask for children. My daughter is behind because she says she can’t see the
teachers mouth to pronounce the letters or words. My kids says the mask has been giving
them anxiety to the point where they come home and cry. And they won’t speak up. Please
give the parents the options to wear mask or not. My kids benefits from no mask. Please do
not mandate it. If so we might have to take them out of Douglas county public schools.

8/13/2021 7:08 PM

4516

I am a pediatrician and a mother and it is clear that we need universal masking to protect our
young children who do not have the option to get vaccinated right now. This is not about
opinions or politics - it’s about science and doing the right thing to protect our kids and make
sure they can continue in person learning. The data is out there. Delta is surging through the
unvaccinated population. 100% of kids under 11 are unvaccinated.

8/13/2021 7:08 PM

4517

As the father of an eleven year old, I am petrified of my child contracting Covid. Maybe the
chance of death, hospitalization, or long term cognative impairment is low, but there are so
many more likely unfortunate outcomes. Quarantine due to a realized exposure, a friend ending
up in the hospital, someone my son knows at the school dying from Covid. Being in the school
for mental health reasons would be obliterated by having to deal with the death of an
acquaintance that was preventable. And having precluded a remote learning option during a
forced quarantine, the district needs to take BASIC measures to minimize that risk probability.
Vaccines for those 12 and older without a precluding medical condition and universal masking.

8/13/2021 7:08 PM

4518

I understand everyone's concern, however my family got vaccinated so that we could end the
mask wearing. Ifnkids/staff want to wear masks then they should do that, but this should be
personal preferences.

8/13/2021 7:08 PM

4519

Masks need to be a choice for whomever wants to wear one; freedom of choice particularly
when it comes to any type of health intervention.

8/13/2021 7:07 PM

4520

Do not make us wear a mask

8/13/2021 7:07 PM

4521

Masking is important, that’s the least we can do to protect students and children

8/13/2021 7:07 PM

4522

Need mask mandate else peer pressure preventing my high risk kids from masking

8/13/2021 7:07 PM
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4523

I urge you to follow the guidance of the CDC, AADP, and the CO Dept of Edu and have all
children masked. Elementary school is especially important as those kids cannot be
vaccinated. In addition, all other surrounding districts are requiring masking.

8/13/2021 7:07 PM

4524

Parent choice for masks

8/13/2021 7:06 PM

4525

I am a physician board certified in general pediatrics and pediatric endocrinology who also has
a master’s degree in clinical research and conducts research involving children with type 1
diabetes. I have been closely following the clinical evidence of COVID-19 in children since
early 2020. From the earliest Wuhan data through the current publicly available CDC data it is
very clear that SARS-CoV-2 is not a major source of morbidity or mortality in the pediatric
population. The overwhelming majority of children who contract the virus don’t even develop
symptoms let alone require medical care. When they do it is almost always in children with
underlying medical conditions whereby the virus makes the underlying condition worse rather
than the condition making the viral infection worse. The deaths which have sadly been reported
are very clearly deaths with COVID rather than deaths from COVID, mostly related to children
who sadly died from leukemia. Data from Wuhan and London prior to the outbreak in the US
demonstrated that children are not significant spreaders of SARS-CoV-2, likely related to lower
viral load in children. Subsequent studies in the US have confirmed a remarkable lack of childto-child or child-to-adult spread of the virus over the past year. Taken together we see that
masking children does not benefit the children as their risk from the virus and risk of spreading
the virus are both very low. We do not yet fully understand the long-term psychological,
emotional, and developmental impact that these masking policies have on the children.
Considering that the masking is not benefiting the child, it is difficult to believe that the benefit
here outweighs the risk. I want to add for completeness that the data we have thus far on
vaccines indicates that the vaccines are safe and effective in children down to the authorized
age of 12 years old and the benefit of the vaccines does appear to outweigh the risks. In
conclusion, I feel that masking should be optional based on the parents’ decision for their child
or children and not be mandated by district policy. Thank you.

8/13/2021 7:06 PM

4526

Make masks mandatory until a vaccine is available to kids.

8/13/2021 7:06 PM

4527

Masks are not a good choice. Do not enforce them for any student, faculty, or any employee.
Masks are creating worse issues than they supposedly help. At what point will the mental
health of students be taken into consideration and be of utmost importance?

8/13/2021 7:05 PM

4528

Preschool students do not wear masks appropriately. They remove them, leave them around
the room, other kids pick them up and carry them around or "try them on" They get pretty
gross in the course of the day and I hate having to help them put them back on. I taught
summer camps without children or myself masked ALL summer and we had zero
illness/issues. Trying to teach letter sounds is next to impossible with a mask and the clear
plastic ones only fog up and distort the sound even more. The daily headaches I had after
teaching in a mask ALL day is not something I want to go through again. We chose to get
vaccinated so we wouldn't have to mask. Please let us continue to not mask if vaccinated!!

8/13/2021 7:05 PM

4529

Do not suffocate and harm our children.

8/13/2021 7:05 PM

4530

Until when? How long do kids have to wear masks?! What the metric to hit to get them off.

8/13/2021 7:04 PM

4531

I work in a local high school. This week we had a school-wide assembly. I only counted about
15 masks. There is no social distancing in the hallways or cafeteria either. We are playing with
fire. Please enforce a mask mandate.

8/13/2021 7:04 PM

4532

Please provide studies that specifically confirm the effectiveness of masks against covid-19
for children. I am unable to find any. Alternatively, I have personal experience with an increase
in cavities confirmed as directly related to masking by the dentist. I have personal experience
with my son and his classmates still getting colds while being masked at school. Some people
may feel safer with a mask. In that case, let them wear one. But don’t require the rest of us to.

8/13/2021 7:03 PM

4533

Do not mask our children. They deserve a childhood.

8/13/2021 7:03 PM

4534

No masks. If you are uncomfortable then you wear a mask.

8/13/2021 7:03 PM

4535

As a teacher and a parent, I am strongly for having a mandate for masks in schools. The
science tells us that the delta variant is extremely contagious. We must do EVERYTHING we
can to protect our children.

8/13/2021 7:03 PM

4536

It is a shame that doctors are unwilling to stop the insanity around this COVID 19. SARCOV2

8/13/2021 7:03 PM
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was a virus we didn't shut down the world, The FLU has at least 4 major variants and returns
every year we don't shut down the world or the school system. We don't spiral into masking
ourselves or our Kids when the FLU returns, we don't force people to wear masks and 90k
people die from the FLU every year on avg. When you don't feel good you go to the doctor they
run tests tell you have a virus there is nothing they can give you go home let it run it's course.
If we got vaccinated we could stop this nonsense and we did! the Virus mutated, any half-wit
could have seen that coming "it's a virus" BIOLOGY 101 (high school biology). We need to
stop, people don't want to get vaccinated their choice! Will the vaccine stop the virus NO will it
help "like FLU lessen the symptoms YES" and so wearing masks should not be a mandate,
from Tri-County Health the school district or anyone, it should remain an option for the
individual and the family. If people want to buy into the fear mongering let them, let them wear
masks, stay home, social distant if they dare to go out. Why should my family or anyone have
to suffer in a mask because of peoples inability to grasp reality, standard medical science and
medical policy "STOP the STUPIDITY and THE INSANITY. If you have this much time and
energy find out why the FDA is dragging their feet to approve the vaccines.
4537

Children are the lowest risk for covid per the CDC. Nor do they spread the virus. Masks can
cause long term respiratory issues.

8/13/2021 7:03 PM

4538

No masks!!!!

8/13/2021 7:02 PM

4539

There is absolutely no signs to support these children wearing masks in school quite the
contrary actually showing that they can make it worse. If parents want their children to wear
masks that’s up to the parents not up to the school board or board of health. You are not
elected officials you don’t get to make decisions that affect the public, at least you definitely
should not be allowed to anyways.

8/13/2021 7:02 PM

4540

It’s absolutely in the best interest for the community and public health to wear masks. It’s a
small act that will make a significant difference in protecting our community. We already have
been exposed to COVID in my son’s second grade class. Please help stop the spread by
requiring masks. It’s basic common sense.

8/13/2021 7:02 PM

4541

The kids you are so worried about, the ones under 11 or 12, are the least Susceptible to
contract or pass on the Covid virus. For tri-county Hills to consider making our kids wear
masks in elementary schools is borderline Insane. It would be really nice if we could come to a
conclusion on whether vaccines were done or masks work or down or if we should wear them
or not or everybody get shots or not. Seems to be a lot of backwards confusion on what to do.

8/13/2021 7:02 PM

4542

SCIENCE IS MASKS DO MORE HARM TO KIDS THAN COVID!!!

8/13/2021 7:01 PM

4543

Vaccinated people shouldn’t have to wear mask! let highschoolers enjoy their year!! masks are
hard to wear and hide true emotion! don’t take this away from us

8/13/2021 7:01 PM

4544

I am opposed to mandatory masks of our students. As a family of 4, one child in college and
one a senior we made the decision to all get vaccinated because it was the right thing to do for
many reasons from our perspective. However, at this point everyone has made a personal
decision and life must go on. Until there is any evidence that students have death risk beyond
anything flu statists show especially for people that have made the decision to get vaccinated
they should not be punished by wearing masks if they don’t want to. There is no data to predict
this isn’t something we live with indefinitely. So forever we all have to wear masks? Not right.

8/13/2021 7:00 PM

4545

Please institute a mask mandate in schools to protect the students who can’t be vaccinated
yet (as my two young children are) or are around people who chose not to be vaccinated given
the contagiousness of the variants and breakthrough cases that could be transmitted by
vaccinated people. I believe kids should be in school in person and the adults should do
everything they can the protect them from illness, including wearing masks or shields.

8/13/2021 7:00 PM

4546

Please ensure kids can be IN person, full time. As it currently stands, I feel required masks
are the only way to accomplish this.

8/13/2021 7:00 PM

4547

1. There was a 10 million study proving that asymptomatic transmission of COVID doesn't
occur: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/asymptomatic-transmission-of-covid-19-didnt-occurat-all-study-of-10-million-finds/ Not being able to see your peers and teacher faces make kids
feeling depressed and not wanting to go back to school (proven by my kid and her friends). So,
being able to communicate NORMALLY at school means to take care of our kids mental
health, which, according to statistics isn't great at the moment:
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/about/news/2021/may-2021/youth-mental-health-state-ofemergency/ 3. Many kids have respiratory or dermatology issues (like my kid), so where mask

8/13/2021 6:59 PM
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wearing makes it worse! 4. Kids can't wear masks properly anyway, plus the fabric masks
don't prevent the virus from spreading (it's like catching a fly with a fish net!!), so there is no
logical reason to put our kids into the misery of wearing it for more than 6 hours(!!!!!) 5 days a
week!
4548

I believe kids need to be able to have a sense of normalcy to maintain their emotional health.
If a parent has a child that is at high-risk, then they can do remote learning. In addition, the
accessibility of vaccines is there for those that want it (I realize 12+) and parents have the
ability to have their kids wear a mask without making it mandated. The median age — not the
average, but the middle — of Covid-deaths is 80. Covid poses minimal risk to healthy
individuals under 65, and is even less of a threat to youths (those aged under 25). In fact,
preliminary data suggest Covid accounted for barely 1.2% of all deaths in the under-25 age
group. If we are talking about keeping our kids safe, we HAVE to also take into account their
mental well-being. Suicide rates are climbing for our kids. Suicide is a leading cause of death
for those aged under 25 — one far bigger than Covid. We need to help our kids feel as normal
as possible in a world that is getting more and more stressful. Please consider their mental
health as much as you consider their physical health.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4549

Masking is unnecessary if students are already being close together, touching the same thing,
and being in the same room. I think that masking expresses your political statement way more
than it effectively keeps us safe.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4550

Please have students masked so that we can keep them in school. If we can’t agree to mask
all students, please mask those 11 and under. By not having a stance it puts the issue on the
shoulders of our littlest kids, getting bullied for wearing masks or having comments being
made. There is also a concern with older siblings bringing home the Delta Variant or Covid to
an 11 or under child. I would like my children to stay in school and masking is a known
preventative measure, I was very disappointed that Douglas County put this on the parents
and the kids, please follow other large school districts and have our children mask up,
especially going into flu season. We are so close to having vaccine options for 11 and under,
this is the least we can do to protect our kids and keep them in school.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4551

With the Delta variant raging and kids 11 and under unable to be vaccinated we need to protect
our students and staff. Vaccinated individuals can still spread disease. Without masking I fear
we will be forced to close schools again this year.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4552

I am the mother of a 9 year old fifth grader. Emotionally, mentally and socially he needs to be
in school. As a family our priorities are two-fold: keep our child safe and healthy. For both of
these reasons, we firmly believe that schools should have mask mandates. The Delta variant
has been shown to be more contagious/infectious than the initial virus. Even vaccinated
people are at risk, though for milder disease. I want my son in school and safe. I want him in
school and healthy. I want his teachers safe and healthy. Masks in school are safer and they
are certainly a better option compared to no in person school or quarantines. Our job as
parents, public health officials and school district is to keep our children safe and keep their
best interests at the forefront. Please stand for our children and mandate masks.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4553

I do not support requiring children to wear masks.

8/13/2021 6:59 PM

4554

I do not feel that masks are beneficial in the school setting and do not want my child to be
forced to wear one to have the ability to attend school. I was so happy that it seemed like
school was moving back into being normal, but instead it looks like we are still trying to decide
if living life is too scary for the kids. I am the parent and I should be allowed to decide what
medical devices my kid does or does not wear. As well, I do not think that the minority of the
population that would like to force us to do this song and dance again should be allowed to
make this decision for the majority of parents who just want our kids to enjoy being kids (and
not scared of living because of covid)

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4555

No!!!!! It is time to move on. Making kids wear masks all day is ridiculous. They are not an at
risk age group or demographic.

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4556

Please consider letting parents choose to mask or not mask their children

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4557

For the educational and psychosocial wellbeing of kids we need to sustain in person learning.
To do that masks are essential

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4558

I’m not sure why masks were required last year, and not this year. While the vaccine is great,
The new stain of covid is a risk to our kids.

8/13/2021 6:58 PM
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4559

Per the cdc’s own data, over 90% of the patients who suffered from Covid in 2020 were
wearing masks. This appears to be an ineffective policy. Furthermore, the European and
military studies on the effectiveness of masks is weak at best. While masks may decrease
the transmission of large respiratory particulate, even an N-95 mask is ineffective in
transmission of viral particles themselves. It is my humble opinion that a mask mandate is
merely and attempts to control people and propagate fear. I see no evidence as a physician
and medical scientist of any significant efficacy in the current mask campaign. I would be
happy to have a more in-depth conversation about this in person Lee Moorer MD

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4560

Unconstitutional, against medical freedoms.

8/13/2021 6:58 PM

4561

Please require masks! I have fully vaccinated children at RHMS and RCHS and they still wear
their masks in most situations. But I am terrified for our younger unvaccinated children...this is
a disaster waiting g to happen. The kids wore them all last year with no problems. This is
about their safety...please stop letting a few loud mouth ignorant people ruin it for the rest of
us.

8/13/2021 6:57 PM

4562

Science doesn’t support masks and children are more at risk to drown or from influenza than
covid. Anyone under 12 is almost zero risk and above 12 anyone who wants a vaccine can get
one. Plus anyone who wants to wear a mask van wear one. NO mandating anything.

8/13/2021 6:57 PM

4563

As a Mom of a 7 and 9 year old in Douglas county school district and a physician, I appreciate
the work that school leadership and teachers put in to keeping our children as safe as possible
while providing an environment that has allowed for continued growth and education. However,
I am greatly concerned about the decision to have masks be optional especially for students
who have no opportunity to be vaccinated. Masks were a key element in preventing larger
outbreaks in the schools last year. And with the Delta variant's increased contagiousness it is
a key component in preventing infection currently. The American Academy of Pediatrics and
the CDC clearly are recommending continued use of masks by all people attending school this
year. They cannot mandate this practice, but you can. Children are being infected by COVID
19 at an increased rate and with increased severity. Children's Hospitals' ICUs are seeing more
admissions for COVID than at any time during the pandemic. Schools across the country that
are not implementing mask mandates are already suffering outbreaks. Without mandates, it
will be impossible to ensure that unvaccinated children are protecting themselves and others.
When my sons wear a mask, they are protecting the other children around them but need their
classmates to wear masks to be protected themselves. Without mask mandates, you are
ensuring a COVID outbreak in your schools where vaccination rates are not optimal.
Furthermore, by making masks optional, you are applying undue social pressure on kids to do
what their friends are doing vis-a-vis masks; while some will feel pressure to wear them, I
suspect most will feel pressure to not do so. I urge you to institute a mask mandate at least
until our young children have the opportunity to be vaccinated and the current surge subsides.
Thank you for your time and all of your hard work. Jennifer Seidel, MD

8/13/2021 6:57 PM

4564

The data does not justify masking. TCHD should not require or mandate decisions for school
districts. Parents should be making the choice for their own kids.

8/13/2021 6:56 PM

4565

I currently have two boys both under the age of 11 that cannot get the COVID-19 vaccine and
would like mask wearing to be required for all personal in the school.

8/13/2021 6:56 PM

4566

Please consider mandated masks for our children while numbers are on the rise.

8/13/2021 6:56 PM

4567

This is ridiculous. This masking mandate crap needs to end!. The rest of us should not suffer
for those who choose not to get vaccinated!!

8/13/2021 6:56 PM

4568

Mask don't work, kids don't need to wear mask.

8/13/2021 6:55 PM

4569

Mandating masks will help control the spread of COVID. “Strongly recommending” masking is
not enough, because most kids and many teachers are not wearing masks. We must protect
children and adults who cannot get vaccinated. Masks and mitigation techniques at schools
are the only way we can keep school open for in-person learning. Quarantines are also a must,
or we will have many deaths and many long-haul COVID sufferers. We must protect everyone.

8/13/2021 6:55 PM

4570

I think as a parent we should have the choice to choose a mask or not for our children. We are
almost two years into the pandemic and there is a vaccine and the option for parents to send
their children with a mask if they want. But as a parent who supports and trusts the human
body and immune systems I should have the option to choose what I think is right for my
children. I don’t think children should have a piece of fabric on their face that house SO many
germs as is. Let them be children and let us have the choice.

8/13/2021 6:55 PM
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4571

According to the AMA, In Opinion 2.2.1, “Pediatric Decision-Making,” the Code explains: As
the persons best positioned to understand their child’s unique needs and interests, parents (or
guardians) are asked to fill the dual responsibility of protecting their children and, at the same
time, empowering them and promoting development of children’s capacity to become
independent decision-makers. In giving or withholding permission for medical treatment for
their children, parents or guardians are expected to safeguard their children’s physical health
and well-being and to nurture their children’s developing personhood and autonomy. It is not
within the Government's authority to decide what health decisions are in the best interest of a
child, rather it is the right of parents and guardians alone to decide. This aligns with the AMA
Medical Code of Ethics Opinion 2.1.1 regarding informed consent. Treatment may only be
given by consent.

8/13/2021 6:55 PM

4572

My child is vaccinated my child still wears a mask to school.My child has asthma and has
been hospitalized since she was baby for asthma attacks. My spouse has seizures he works
from home and is vaccinated I cant imagine if they both caught covid or the Variant it would
probably be life threatening for both.i encourage mask wearing vaccinated or not.

8/13/2021 6:54 PM

4573

My kids have been so happy not having to wear a mask at school this week. It’s been so nice
for them to see their friends and teachers faces and their emotions that only a smile can
convey. They can focus more while at school because they aren’t messing with a mask or
feeling uncomfortable wearing a mask all day. My kids played sports all summer and it was so
nice not wearing a mask or worrying about that. Before Covid there were germs and we didn’t
overreact to the thought of keeping people apart or wearing a mask. This should be no
different.

8/13/2021 6:54 PM

4574

I was a teacher in another district until this past May. I lived through all of the COVID
disruptions of 2019-20 and went through a full school year in 2020-21 teaching elementary
school in person with the exception of Thanksgiving through Winter break. Our schools
experienced a lot of disruption for quarantines; but overall the kids were able to be safely in
school for the majority of the school year- BECAUSE we required masks and prioritized
sanitation. Kids were so happy to be at school they did not care at all about having to wear
masks. It was a minor nuisance to them; not a major mental health threat. I’m far more
concerned with kids physical long-term health which could be greatly affected by COVID. The
risk of infection for elementary students is far greater with the Delta variant. This is not a
mental health issue. People say it is because it’s political for them and citing mental health
gives them an argument. The majority of kids are not affected mentally by having to wear
masks, they’re adaptable and will do what adults say is best. I saw it first hand. Kids are just
happy to be at school. My own child wore a mask to preschool every day at the age of 4, now
she’s in KG and we choose to have her mask- and she could care less. She’s just happy going
about her day. However, it seems futile if most her classmates are unmasked. If a bunch of 4year-olds can happily mask, then so can older elementary students. Last year we took so
many measures to keep older people safe; now that the tables have turned it’s time we take
measures to keep kids safe. Having only half a class with masks on really defeats the purpose
for everyone. Universal masking is a way to keep young kids safe AND in-person. If the
situation continues to worsen or the virus mutates again we could face much worse
consequences. It makes no sense to me that authorities would not mandate universal masking
for large groups of unvaccinated people, children or not. We want this to end and the best way
to do that is to keep everyone safe until all members of our community are eligible for
vaccination. I say require masking indoors for elementary schools. It’s better for kids.

8/13/2021 6:54 PM

4575

Please consider mandating indoor masking for Pre-school to 6th grade. Kids need to be in
school and families should not be expected to continually switch between in person and
remote- unknowing for day to day. If masking ensures kids can be in school all year in person
then it’s an easy solution.

8/13/2021 6:53 PM

4576

I support universal masking in all indoor school settings with greater than 15 people in a
classroom/learning environment unless fully vaccinated and if deemed necessary receive a
booster. If outbreaks of fully vaccinated students occur then I support masking in ALL
INDOOR school settings.

8/13/2021 6:53 PM

4577

Enough already. These kids already have difficulty picking up social cues we are hindering this
generation even more. The only positive would be teaching our kids how to stand up to
government and show them how civil disobedience is still the way to impact and change our
country. The next step will be vaccine mandates right??? Of course the answer is publicly no
but that will be the next overreach. Hope Douglas County really does start its own health
department. I don’t live in Denver or Boulder for a reason. We are completely tired of this and

8/13/2021 6:53 PM
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DONE with the yoyo-ing with our kids. There are online options for those that are concerned.
Use the option but stop taking options away from others and imposing rules that have already
been shown not to work! Wear a mask if you want, don’t if you don’t. Parents who want their
kids to let THEM mandate it for their kids I don’t need help raising or caring for mine.
4578

My children have been participating in public activities all summer without being forced to wear
a mask. They have also not contracted the virus during this time. When they found out that
masks were not required in school this year, they were overjoyed. Forcing them to put a mask
back on yet again would be a major setback to their emotional state. We have had school
meetings where everyone was unmasked and smiling. It has been great seeing everyone’s
smiling faces this year and I hope that can continue. I fully trust in the measures already laid
out by Douglas County to keep our children healthy and happy. I hope that the fear
experienced by a few individuals will not force the entire school district to take a step
backwards.

8/13/2021 6:53 PM

4579

Masking should be a CHOICE made by parents. As you know there is insufficient data to
support that mask requirements effectively prevent the spread of coronavirus. Mask
RECOMMENDATIONS by the CDC are just that, recommendations and are rooted only in
political sentiment. Masking and mask requirements also give a false sense of security and
disincentivize vaccination, social distancing, hand washing, general unsafe gathering and other
risky behavior that actually lead to the spread of COVID-19. I chose to not mask my child not
just because the science and data shows they do not contain the spread of the disease but
because of the other health risks that they present to young children. From germ spreading
related to touching their face to unsanitary mask practices to breathing in unsafe levels of
exhaled carbon dioxide, the real science proves that mask wearing does more harm than good.
This is a critical age for social and communicative development. Mask wearing slows that
development, inhibits learning and discourages socialization. Mask mandates are extremely
difficult to enforce and take up resources that should be focused on educating our students not
policing. These mandates are also, arguably I know, unconstitutional and an infringement of
our rights and freedoms. A mandate by TCH or Douglas County would be an illegal overreach
rooted purely in political pressure. Please let the data and science drive decision making here
and do NOT pursue a mask mandate. Such a mandate would be political overreach,
unconstitutional and futile.

8/13/2021 6:52 PM

4580

Masking should be a personal choice not a universal mandate. Children need the opportunity to
learn without a mask on. A mask mandate will be detrimental to children's education and will
have adverse affects on public school system.

8/13/2021 6:52 PM

4581

Masks are not solving anything

8/13/2021 6:51 PM

4582

Both science and common sense tells us that the best way to protect our kids is to mandate
mask wearing in school. Dismiss the emotional immaturity and outrage and just do what is
right. Protecting our kids should not be some political issue, and it shouldn’t even be up for
debate. Thank you.

8/13/2021 6:51 PM

4583

I do not believe unless documentation is required that people will have integrity about their
child's vaccination status. If a mask is required for my children to stay in-person for learning
then that's what we need to do.

8/13/2021 6:50 PM

4584

My kids are vaccinated they should not be required to wear a mask. We already did our part for
the community.

8/13/2021 6:50 PM

4585

Please mandate masks for DCSD schools-especially elementary where children have not had
the opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 6:50 PM

4586

I do not believe that we should have the children wear masks again.

8/13/2021 6:50 PM

4587

I am in favor of requiring masking in schools where kids are too young to receive a vaccine.
When the vaccine becomes available for younger children, I am in favor of leaving masks to
individual choice. Also, as a Douglas County resident, I am appalled by the Douglas County
Board of Commissioner's statements and actions regarding the pandemic.

8/13/2021 6:50 PM

4588

Wearing face mask cause headaches and dizziness, masks do not protect from infections,
kids can’t study efficiently while wearing face masks.

8/13/2021 6:49 PM

4589

Please have our kids wear masks. They are not able to be vaccinated yet and it’s terrifying
having them around so many people. MASKS ARE EFFECTIVE and the other districts have
listened, please let us do the same and protect our kids.

8/13/2021 6:49 PM
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4590

Masks are not needed in schools where most students have a low chance of having any
symptoms of the virus. Let’s live our lives.

8/13/2021 6:49 PM

4591

My kids just commented today on how excited they are to be back to school without masks
this year. They have lost 1.5 years of normal school, let’s stop taking things away from them. I
am all for kids wearing masks if they choose to! This should be up to individual families.

8/13/2021 6:49 PM

4592

Masks should be a personal decision.

8/13/2021 6:48 PM

4593

I am a teacher and have a student in Douglas county school and a 5 year old should not be
wearing masks for 8 hours a day.

8/13/2021 6:48 PM

4594

I do not agree with requiring masks in schools. I am totally opposed to requiring our children to
wear a mask and to social distance. The past year and a half have been an awful experience
for our school children. The government cannot ensure that nobody will get sick. Sickness is a
part of life. I have never in my life seen such a universal marketing plan to try and mandate
vaccines for a sickness that is treatable. Even those with the vaccine are getting sick. It is
very much like the flu vaccine that people take every year and people still get the flu. For
those that would like to wear a mask they are welcome to, nobody is stopping them. Many
have been vaccinated and they should not fear Covid, that is what the vaccine is for-and as
they are saying that it is what we need to prevent sickness. For those that do not want to wear
a mask, they should be given that right. This week in schools a majority of students are NOT
wearing masks. Since that is the case why would the minority of students be allowed to
enforce all to wear a mask. The CDC has been ineffective for a year and a half, going back
and forth with mandates and restrictions, shutting down the economy and still we are requiring
more. It needs to end. The initial 2 weeks to slow the curve has no end in sight. Those that do
not want to embrace life and the risks involved, can pursue online school alternatives but they
should not be given authority to make masks mandatory for all students. The state was able to
bring in an all star baseball game and we were able to lose the masks for this event but now
they are wanting to mandate masks and the vaccine to employees in the city or they face
losing their employment. This is a major overstep of government. We have a very large
homeless population as well and it’s strange that they are NOT in in masks and probably are
not vaccinated and there is not an overwhelming influx of Covid cases. There should not be a
mask mandate. Schools need to be more involved in educating our children. They have
suffered long enough. Please reply to this so that I know it has been read.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

4595

Given the number of "breakthrough" cases of COVID (apparently related to the Delta variant),
the close quarters K through 12 students are in, and the VERY low personal cost of masking,
a mask an indoor mask mandate is a reasonable decision.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

4596

Allowing children who are not vaccinated against Covid-19 to attend school without having to
wear a mask is irresponsible. As the mother of a kindergartner, it is incredibly difficult to
convince my child to wear a mask at school when so many of her friends are not wearing
masks. In preschool and daycare, she had no problem wearing a mask because all of the other
kids were required to do so as well. A mask mandate to protect our children is the right thing to
do. Knowing that the Delta variant is more contagious makes a universal mask mandate even
more urgent.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

4597

Please mandate masking in our schools!! I understand that we are all tired of this pandemic,
but that does not mean it’s over. I have been frustrated since it was announced that due to
“high” vaccination rates, it wouldn’t be required. 1. Rates are not high enough to even think
about stopping transmission 2. Masks allow us all to be safer while also allowing for more
routine activities 3. Vaccination rates are completely non-applicable in a setting where there
are kids 11 and under that simply cannot be vaccinated. I personally am praying for the day
that my 7, 5 and 3 year old can be vaccinated but until that day I simply can’t imagine sending
my children to school without a mask. My 7 year old 3rd grader came home from the first day
of school and told me “there were more kids wearing a mask than I thought there would be!” I
was encouraged for about 2 seconds until I asked “how many?” “Four.” She replied. 4 kids in a
class of 25. I was so discouraged. I think there is a misunderstanding that because children
are less likely to have SEVERE covid that they are also less likely to get covid at all, which
leads to these attitudes. I just can’t imagine that 4 kids out of 25 is going to stop mass
transmission-especially with the Delta and other upcoming variants.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

4598

Masks make children less confident and depressed. It should be up to each individual family
to decide. If you believe the masks work feel free to have your child wear one. If you prefer
your child not wear one that is up to each family.

8/13/2021 6:47 PM
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4599

If you are requiring them you need to have exemptions for autistic/sensory or special needs.
My daughter has an exemption letter from her pediatrician and was forced to wear it last year.
She has a medical exemption it is unacceptable

8/13/2021 6:47 PM

4600

We've got 5 students attending Douglas County School District schools ranging from
elementary, middle school, and high school. I want universal masking to reduce overall spread
and reduce the interruptions to schooling from more kids needing to quarantine if the spread is
not controlled. There are kids and staff in our schools who have health issues and are
immunocompromised. Universal masking would help protect them and show them that we
value them being in our community. We need to protect each other to help avoid losing
students and staff. There's a county in Florida that has already lost 3 staff members to deaths
from COVID-19 complications this school year. Let's not try to match or beat that. We need to
take what steps we can to ensure everyone in our school community makes it through the
school year and hopefully with as few interruptions as possible. Thank you for your time.

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

4601

Masking should be left up to parents and what they want for their kids! Let’s stop the madness
and move on. Kids need to be educated and all the current distractions of the mask debate are
ridiculous. DougCo has a high vaccination rate and it is just not necessary for a mandate. In
addition, the FDA is expected to authorize the vaccine for 4-11 year olds in the next couple of
months. In summary, if you want your kid to wear a mask, have them wear one!!!!

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

4602

I don't believe that the school board or the government should make the decision about if my
grandkids should or should not wear mask. That should be up to the families.......

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

4603

Masking indoors is ok but not outdoors for sure. Not sure how much masking actually helps
anyways due to how kids are. For masks to be effective you’d need to wear them like health
professionals do and actually change them out frequently. The questions below aren’t quite
where I would be because I am not completely opposed to masks. I just know how kids are
and feel that they really aren’t that effective how they are typically worn by children. So by
requiring masks for kids we just add stress to their environment.

8/13/2021 6:46 PM

4604

Please consider masks in schools as the kids are not vaccinated yet.

8/13/2021 6:45 PM

4605

Mandate masks in all grades, please!

8/13/2021 6:45 PM

4606

I currently work in an elementary school in Douglas County and have seen how masks are
worn by children. These kids chew on their mask until it is soggy and will pick it up after it's
been stepped on on the lunchroom floor and put it right back on their face. This is not a
sanitary thing for the kids to do. Also, teaching kids phonics and sounds while wearing a mask
is almost impossible. With the vaccine available to so many and the rate of transmission so
low in younger kids, wearing a mask should be left to individual choice. I see no problem with
an individual or family deciding what is best for their personal situation. If one child or family
decides to wear a mask that should be allowed just as it should be allowed for another family
to decide that wearing masks is not right for them. Please do not bring back the mask
mandate, it is not good for our children or our schools.

8/13/2021 6:45 PM

4607

Thank you for taking this situation seriously. I support masks for all K- 12 situations. Thank
you

8/13/2021 6:44 PM

4608

My daughter just started Kindergarten. She is one of five kids in her 20 kid class that wears a
mask voluntarily. It is frustrating as a parent because I can not get her vaccinated and it feels
as if my school and community are putting her needlessly at risk. I do not want to look for
alternatives to schooling in Douglas County, but I will do what I must to keep her safe. I hope
her school and community follow the science, put politics aside, and do what is necessary to
keep her safe.

8/13/2021 6:44 PM

4609

I don’t feel like mask are appropriate especially for young children. This hinders their learning
experience and causes anxiety. Children should just be children

8/13/2021 6:44 PM

4610

Children under 11 should not be required to wear a mask. They eat together without masks and
never wear them properly and cloth masks do very little to stop the spread of covid.
Furthermore, young children learning phonics and to read cannot fo this with everyone’s faces
covered up. Masks also impede a child’s ability to read facial expressions. If a person is
terribly afraid of covid, they may choose to home school their children.

8/13/2021 6:44 PM

4611

The only reason we committed to continue allowing our children in DCSD schools for in person
learning was because of the no mask policy for this school year. Our county has done what
has been asked and vaccinated at almost double the National rate. With such a significant

8/13/2021 6:44 PM
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volume of our population vaccinated, and with access readily available to all - this is absurd to
negatively impact the daily health, social-emotional well being, and interactions of our
students. Families have the option to continue masking - as seen with all businesses - and
this type of a return to masks that far exceeds the requirements everywhere else in our county
is unfair for our children. If this becomes a requirement, we would expect a return to hybrid and
online learning options in the robust manner offered last school year in a required masking
system and/or have the option to receive full reimbursement of DCSD fees to choose
alternative schooling options.
4612

1. All children are entitled to receive a free, quality, public education in a safe setting. 2. The
Delta variant of COVID has been determined to be more contagious than previous versions. 3.
Children are more susceptible to the Delta variant than previous versions. 4. The CDC's
website as of 8/13/2021 6:16 pm states: "Given new evidence on the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant,
CDC has updated the guidance for fully vaccinated people. CDC recommends universal indoor
masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of
vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered
prevention strategies in place." (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html) 5. The American Academy of
Pediatrics’ website as of 8/13/2021 6:18 pm states: "All students older than 2 years and all
school staff should wear face masks at school (unless medical or developmental conditions
prohibit use)." (https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-inschools/) My family is high risk and at this point in time, DCSD is NOT doing everything it can
to provide a free, quality public education in a SAFE setting for my daughters. If even a subset
of schools in the district were truly attempting to prevent an outbreak - a school where masks
were required, temp checks were taken, social distancing implemented and all other
recommendations from the CDC and AAP were enforced – I would have the option to send my
daughters to the safest possible environment to obtain their education. This is NOT possible
within any school in the district if masking is optional. Why are my daughters being denied the
opportunity to gain a free quality education in a SAFE environment because a few people do
not want to wear a mask? MY freedom to send my girls to school in a safe environment has
been infringed upon in order to pacify a few that do not want to wear masks. My wish is that
we could all come together, for a few months, until vaccinations are a viable option for ALL
members of our society and focus on the health and safety of ALL people in Douglas County,
the state of CO, the USA and the world. It's just a few more months until everyone will have
the option to receive a vaccination. At that point, everyone can truly choose the best and
safest options for themselves and their families. Let’s not leave the most innocent and
helpless members of our society, our children, behind in our haste to return to a “normal” life.

8/13/2021 6:44 PM

4613

Please please NO masks for this age group of 12+. My healthy kids have suffered tremendous
disconnect and mental health anxiety due to the school situation last year. They have been
vaccinated (as well as had Covid last year). Their risk is low. It is our choice to either have
them wear a mask or keep them home if we felt nervous. We did our part to protect our kidsnow we desperately want them to have a “normal” school environment. They have come home
so happy and so much less stressed this week that they have gotten to experience school in a
normal setting with their peers-way more connected to peers and teachers! Their social and
educational growth suffered so much last year-due to masks, quarantines, and hybrid. Please
let them feel normal, do normal activities, and experience school as it should be. Yes there is
still Covid-but Covid will be here to stay. Please let at least the population that can protect
themselves live their lives. Please NO MASKS, at least at the middle and high school level.
Most are vaccinated anyway! We got vaccinated to try to get our lives back! Thank you!

8/13/2021 6:43 PM

4614

I do not support masks for kids . This will cause more damage then good for that . It will cause
lung cells damage in long run . Mask is not design to be worn all day long . Kids are touching
mask and bringing bacteria’s to the mask . Stop with this mask mandate

8/13/2021 6:43 PM

4615

No masks for our kids!

8/13/2021 6:42 PM

4616

I am not in support of a mask mandate. It has been clearly documented that mental health in
our young population is a huge concern, more so than the negative outcomes of COVID.
We’ve all been through mask mandates abs school closures and at this point, with a vaccine
widely available, the rest of the population should not be penalized for the protection of those
who are not wanting to be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 6:42 PM

4617

I'm not willing to wear mask, and I don't want my child to wear it to protect those who refused
vaccines and don't want to be protected. Protection against covid, with free access to covid

8/13/2021 6:41 PM
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vaccines is now an individual choice, not obligation.
4618

With the advent of the more transmissible Delta variant, masking is the front line method to
keep our children, who do not yet have the option to be protected from serious disease by
vaccination, safe. Requiring universal masks in all schools would be best as that helps to
ensure older children do not bring it home to younger siblings. Additionally, Douglas county has
not reached adequate (at least 70% much less 80-90% for Delta) vaccination rates among all
12+. The general population in schools fall well below even the most optimistic readings on our
vaccination rates. PLEASE ISSUE A UNIVERSAL MASK ORDER FOR SCHOOLS!

8/13/2021 6:41 PM

4619

Kids can’t get vaccine who are 11 and under and we are exposing them to this virus by not
having them wear masks until they are able to get vaccine. They can get Covid and spread to
others who are not vaccinated. They are also getting the delta variant and getting sick. As a
nurse I feel this is important until we can give them a vaccine.

8/13/2021 6:40 PM

4620

Please let parents choose whether to wear a mask or not!

8/13/2021 6:40 PM

4621

I am completely AGAINST MASKS for children in school! Here is one clinical argument of why
I DO NOT support masks! https://hancockcountypatriots.blogspot.com/2021/08/dr-dan-stockspresentation-to-mt-vernon.html?m=1 Scientific evidence not supporting mask mandates!!!

8/13/2021 6:40 PM

4622

Data has shown widespread long-teen masking is detrimental to kids academic & social
development and cause fear and anxiety and should not be forced. Any family is free to have
their kids wear masks if they choose and children should be taught to be tolerant of this just
like any other physical aspect like kids who wear glasses, have braces, freckles, red hair, etc.
The cons of masks outweigh the benefits for the majority and it’s not right to force it on the
many for the discomfort of the few. These choices below are limiting and unfair - I support
masking by choice not by mandate and if/when there is true reason to do so not just a .1%
rate of positivity in the community.

8/13/2021 6:40 PM

4623

I do not agree with a mask mandate in communities or schools. It should be parent/individual
choice to wear one or not wear one.

8/13/2021 6:40 PM

4624

I think it should be a parents choice and not the school district or anyone else. The
transmission rate of under 18 years of age is extremely low.

8/13/2021 6:39 PM

4625

This should be the parents choice not the school districts or Tri-County. Children should not be
forced to wear masks if their parents are comfortable with them not wearing.

8/13/2021 6:38 PM

4626

Masks do not prevent transmission of the virus, but harbor bacteria that are harmful to kids. I
am a dental hygienist and we were taught masks are for preventing blood and saliva from
literally splashing on your face, not to prevent viruses passing through them. You need a full
hazmat suit to protect you fully from an airborne virus. Masks are dehumanizing and make
communication difficult, as a parent who is hard of hearing I can attest to this. Kids especially
without comorbidities are not at risk from Covid. Teachers have been vaccinated and are not at
risk from hospitalization or death from covid. Kids don’t pass covid to adults. The whole
reason school restrictions were put in place last year was because of kids potentially passing
virus to adults, which is extremely uncommon and not an issue now that adults have vaccines
available. Masks are not without downsides and risks to kids physical, mental and emotional
health. PLEASE DO NOT make my 5 year old wear a mask! She is only in kindergarten and
these kids are trusting adults to do what is right for their development.

8/13/2021 6:38 PM

4627

My child receives therapies in school that cannot effectively be done remotely for her age and
the type of therapy she requires. Requiring masks has less harm than remote learning for her.

8/13/2021 6:38 PM

4628

While “highly encouraged” is a great idea, virtually no one (staff nor children) at MVHS is
wearing a mask. Some people can’t get the vaccine & others absolutely won’t. So the least we
can do to maintain “the least restrictive environment” is to mandate masks.

8/13/2021 6:38 PM

4629

It is better to be cautious and mask up until our kiddos can be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4630

Unmask the kids. Let them live.

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4631

There is not true scientific findings showing kids are at high risk to necessitate a mask. Please
no masks!

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4632

Until we are shown scientific evidence that masks stop the spread of Covid, we will not
consider this an option. I will not let a virus that has a 99.9% survival rate for my child’s age
group cause them to wear masks and be used by the school system for funding. Period. I

8/13/2021 6:37 PM
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suggest that the district prepare for empty school buildings if you plan to enforce this. It should
remain optional. We are asking for freedom to choose.
4633

I do not want my kid wearing a mask. You are causing mental health issues when they are
masked all day and cannot see expressions on people’s faces at such a impressionable age

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4634

There is ZERO evidence that Covid poses more of a threat to our children than the common
flu. I can spout off at least 5 facts of data proving that but we know muzzling our kids has
never been science or about their well being. If you mask them this year you will have to mask
them forever or admit this was all a political sham. Just choose to stop the charade so we can
stop making our kids suffer in this ridiculous political game.

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4635

I have three children all under the age of 8 and 1 on the way. My youngest is medically fragile
and my oldest suffered from dyslexia. Neither can afford to be sick or miss school. My
daughter just started Kindergarten this year and has been looking forward to starting school for
two years now. Masking is the easiest science based way to help drive down transmission of
this virus. I had to quit my job when COVId started last year to stay home with my children
last year as schools where online and my youngest may not survive this virus if he were to
catch it. I don’t like wearing a mask anymore than the next person but it is so easy and very
non-invasive. I am vaccinated and when a vaccine is made available for my two oldest they
will be vaccinated as well. However, we will still wear masks to protect our baby of the family
who will not have a vaccine. We will still wear masks for those that are fearful to vaccinate.
We believe in humanity and as such we k ow that if we don’t stand together we will fall
together. Our baby that is due in November is a surrogacy. She will be born in Mexico. We fear
that if we don’t get this variant under control that we may shit down as a nation and won’t be
able to get to Mexico for her birth. What will happen then? We are the only family that she has.
If wearing a simple piece of cloth is so offensive to some, how would they feel if they knew we
were doing so to protect them or that their selfishness would allow our baby girl to be born in
another country without her family to be there to welcome her into the world? Again, this is the
simplest way to help prevent the spread of this virus that has affected us all as a community
in one fashion or another. Why can’t we mask up in public now so that we don’t have to force a
shut down again. My son with dyslexia will fall even further behind if he has to stay home
because he becomes sick or if his school shuts down because too many teacher fall ill or a
mass outbreak were to spread around the school. How do I tell my daughter that her hopes and
dreams for the last two years have to halt because of a few who couldn’t bring themselves to
do something that her little five year old self can do. How do I explain to me kids that their
youngest brother who has barley had a chance in this world died because we as adults couldn’t
make a simple decision to help protect him from this terrible virus? I don’t want to have to
have those conversations with my kids. I already have to explain to them why the other dad in
the school line called their daddies “faggots” simply because we were wearing masks to pick
our oldest up from school his first week. What kind of community do we want to be? What kind
of humans are we? I am an emergency room nurse. I would rush in to save anyone’s life no
matter what. I don’t care about a persons beliefs, about their color of skin, how they came to
live in my community. I would even save that fathers life that called me a faggot with our
blinking an eye. I just can’t understand why another human being wouldn’t do the same for me
or my children. I didn’t take a special class in nursing school to be a human. This can’t be
taught. I guess some people would rather yell slurs at a fellow human because they don’t live
the same way they do or because they ware wearing a mask. I don’t understand. Help me
understand. Help me understand how we became som morally broke as a community and
nation. These masks have become so politicized. Was polio politicized? This virus affects and
kills so indiscriminately. I don’t want to go through this for another year. I don’t know that we
can ho through this again as a community for another year. Leaving this decision cannot be left
up to the “adults” in the room. We are not fit anymore to make these decisions. Our hatred for
each other has blinded us. We have to leave this decision to our elected leaders. You are
going to have to make the hard decision and this is not a hard decision. It’s about saving lives.
This is so simple. Please be the hero’s our kids need. Be the hero’s that our community
needs. Please be the hero’s that our hero’s (Nurses and Doctors) need! Please do what’s
uncomfortable.

8/13/2021 6:37 PM

4636

I am writing out of pure disgust regarding the blatant and underhanded act that this meeting
and survey was constructed by TriCounty Health. The fact that the DCSD Superintendent nor
the DCSD school principals knew about either of them is absolultely atrocious! The fact that
TriCounty Health would succumb to a fearmongering, pro-mask movement and secretly plan
an opinion meeting and conduct a survey without ANY announcement to those directly
impacted is grounds for removal of those leaders at TriCounty Health that made that decision.
TriCounty Health has repeatedly told the communities it serves that they will follow the science
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and yet this has NOTHING to do with science! This is about caving to an opinionated group
who would rather have authorities tell them how to raise their children rather than do it on their
own. I am sickened by the actions of TriCounty Health's leadership. I fully expect that
TriCounty Health will give EQUAL time and consideration to both sides of the issue regardless
of the number of comments submitted since the only reason this discussion is happening is
because of one side colluding and the other side having NO fair warning! Everything we've
known up until today is that TriCounty Health has been following science and the data which is
now CLEARLY not the case in asking for an "opinion meeting". Here are actual FACTS as to
why it should be a parents choice as to whether or not their child is masked at school. It is a
fact that almost 80% of Douglas county residents are already vaccinated. It is a fact that there
is a MASSIVE mental health crisis among our children leading to not only an increase in
suicide rates but also a lack of juvenile mental health providers to help young children with
anxiety, depression, and more. Are you aware that mental health care providers for children are
booking out months and months with our children continuing to struggle? Along with the
pandemic itself, wearing masks has led to this crisis, especially for those children with special
needs to begin with. Masks garner fear and anxiety in a time where we need confidence and
positivity. We have had years with terrible strains of other viruses where whole classrooms
were impacted and had to stay home to recover and NEVER required masks to be worn (and,
rightfully so!) and somehow we survived. With the low case rates, low hospitalizations, and
high vaccination rates in Douglas County, there is absolutely ZERO reason to require masks
for our children. Parents should have the right to choose what's best for their children Please
stop stripping us of our rights as parents, especially without any science or data to support in
doing so. Thank you.
4637

Please don’t require our children to wear a mask….optional only please.

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4638

Please do not go down the masking road again. This takes a toll on the mental health of our
children. Our children would cry not wanting to wear masks and didn’t want to go to school. It’s
a false sense of security as our kids said that people were taking them off the time for “mask
breaks”. Then they are all in the same lunch room with masks off. It just doesn’t make any
sense. Take a look at the study from M.I.T. that proves it doesn’t matter if people are 6ft away
or 60ft away, it’s in the air if the virus is get here. The amount of interaction and times they are
outside of masks makes this a feel good thing for some parents. If you are going to consider
it, make it voluntary. Do not force us to move out of the district to Elbert county.

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4639

It is a personal choice not something that should be mandated by others. If you want your kids
to wear them fine that is your choice as a parent and if you do not want them then don’t, but do
not mandate it, not everyone can wear them.

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4640

Taking into account the repeated contradictions of the CDC regarding masks, it stands to
reason that under no circumstance should Tri County Health subject students to mask
mandates and should instead allow parents to make the best health care decisions for their
children.

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4641

Absolutely not. These children are not being infected and it is more then wrong to make them
wear a covering for 8 hours a day! My sons in first grade and it’s absolutely not okay to try to
force them to have to wear masks again for another year, or however long this drags out. It’s
dehumanizing and wrong on every single level. If this becomes a mandatory thing again you
should all be shamed of your selves.

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4642

Please….don’t…

8/13/2021 6:36 PM

4643

I do not support masking our children, in any capacity! We already know that even those
vaccinated can transmit, spread, and still get COVID. Have you considered the children who's
health is negatively affected by wearing masks? Those who have developed bacterial
pneumonia? Rashes? Dizziness? How the mental and emotional health of those children is
affected? Do you care about those children? What about the depression and suicides we've
had in our community over the past year ? Do those children not matter? Stop trying to BULLY
students and parents into a "mandate!" Stop trying to co-parent our children! Masking should
have been a choice from the start, and should remain a choice! Those who feel they are
beneficial can certainly wear them if they want to - But you absolutely shouldn't even have the
authority to consider making a one-size-fits-all decision for anyone, ever! Honestly, truly, think
about it... When have we ever handled a virus with over 98% survival rate this irrationally? NO
MASK MANDATES!!

8/13/2021 6:35 PM

4644

Good afternoon, I would first like to say I don't envy your positions and I get your in a tough
spot but it is time we move on from what happened last year. We have a high vaccination rate
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here in Douglas County and personal we have our children fully vaccinated which was there
choice and they made that choice because they didn't want to wear masks anymore. They
wanted to go to school but be protected as well. With that being said I get that 11 and under
can't get the vaccine yet and so maybe elementary schools only should have to wear them I
don't know but please don't make the older kids do it! This first week the kids have been so
happy and have been able to be normal!!! People need to be able to make their own choices
and we shouldn't have to make everyone wear them just because some are upset with not
everyone wearing them. Let's be honest this is not going away and so what do you expect
people to do wear mask for the rest of our lives! People need to take responsibility for
themselves. We appreciate you listening to everyone.
4645

Please do not mask our kids. Please leave that decision up to the parents!

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

4646

I support the strong consideration of a mask mandate for all schools. My wife and I are
vaccinated, our children will be vaccinated as soon as a safe option is available. A mask
mandate makes sense until the release of an FDA approved vaccine for children under 12.

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

4647

We are worried about mask bullying, while at the same time ignoring the verified statistics
about the negative emotional and social impact masking has on children. Please do not cave
in to the political pressure by enforcing mask mandates in our children.

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

4648

We will not hesitate to pull our children from public school if they are required to wear masks.

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

4649

No mandatory mask! You constantly say to follow the science, and the science does not
support the use of masks, particularly for younger people. Masks are nothing more than a
safety blanket for those living in fear and an excuse to further screw up the education of our
kids in this district. Not only is this bad for their physical help, it has proven to be detrimental
to their mental health. Finally, what happened to freedom. If you want a mask, wear one. If not,
don't. It's really that simple.

8/13/2021 6:34 PM

4650

Parents who want to mask their children and believe this protects them, are free to do so. DO
NOT make that decision for everyone. My children are fully vaccinated and I know they are
protected- it is PROVEN masks do not protect. DO NOT force mask mandates that are
ineffective!

8/13/2021 6:33 PM

4651

I am a pediatrician in Highlands Ranch and a mom to a daughter with history of lung disease
that goes to school in Castle rock. She is 5 and unable to get vaccinated yet and so are most
of my patients. This puts them at high risk from the new delta variant that is much more
contagious. We are also starting to see more break through cases for people that have been
vaccinated. Kids need to be in school and the only safe and responsible way to do this is to
have universal masking indoors regardless of vaccine status.

8/13/2021 6:33 PM

4652

As i look around my high school, and ask my peers who’s vaccinated, 7/10 of them are.
Research has shown that even with a delta variant, the probability of severe sickness and
death is low when having the vaccine and even more low in children. Colorado has an amazing
vaccination rate and is growing everyday. As a kid in high school, covid started when I was a
freshman, and have gotten a lot taken away from my class of 2023. I know me and so much of
my school is absolutely astounded that everything is normal this year and would hate to go
back to “covid times” as we like to say. I believe that mask wearing is completely an
individuals choice and respect everyone who does. As the fear of no masks progress, it is
more parents than kids and i feel like it should be the students decision as it is affecting our
lives. As a student, I will be honest and say that no one wears them properly. Masks made it
feel almost mute last year and no one talked. High school experience is important for everyone
and to get a normal one is all kids ask for. The year hasn’t even gotten to a start yet and I
personally would like a normal year. Mask shaming is an issue that is like bullying and there is
not restrictions for that. I don’t understand why we need one for masks. So as I wrap this up,
please base your decision off facts, not fear. See how kids react and not parents as it is our
decision and not theirs. Some kids that are told to wear masks by parents can respect them
and i will respect them as well. Please take into account the younger people, how we feel, and
how our lives will be impacted.

8/13/2021 6:33 PM

4653

Our community has essentially achieved herd immunity due to natural immunity and
vaccination rates. Are children are at low to no risk from the virus. Masks are not necessary

8/13/2021 6:33 PM

4654

Do NOT make masks mandatory. Vaccines and masks should be a choice and not mandated.
Kids are the least susceptible to the virus and have a 99.95% survival rate. If someone is
afraid a child will pass the virus onto them, then they can choose to wear a mask and social

8/13/2021 6:33 PM
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distance. And they should wear 2 of them, 1 for themselves and one for the maskless child.
1+1=2. Problem solved. I believe masking young children is child abuse and the long term
effects could be detrimental to their development; academically, socially, emotionally and
physically. Please do Not mandate masks!
4655

Please leave the decision of wearing masks up to the children and their parents. There is
absolutely no supported evidence that kids need to wear masks. Covid does not effect kids
and the majority of DougCo is vaccinated. Those adults who are not, they must deal with the
consequences if they were to get sick. It's called being an adult. It's medical freedom! Have
you seen the inside of a 1st and 4th graders mask after a day at school? I can assure you, the
masks are disgusting and can not possibly do much to prevent covid or any other illness for
that matter. Kids need to see their teacher's and their peer's faces. They need to see their
teachers articulate, and they need to see their friend's smiles. Don't make our kids suffer
anymore than they already have. Let mask wearing be a choice, not a mandate.

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4656

I would like the board to consider the fact that transmission rates in youth under 18 are
extremely low risk and that our children have been punished enough. If a child or family
chooses to wear a mask, that is fine, but it should not be imposed on all students.

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4657

I will be sadden to see the kids back in masks. We chose to keep our kids home last year
since I will not encourage my little children to have to wear a mask. We will pull our kids out if
this is a choice the school board decides to do!

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4658

Masking children is ineffective, unscientific and cruel. Children are incapable of properly
wearing PPE so forcing them to wear snot, spit, and dirt soaked masks during school is utterly
pointless. Additionally, NO scientific study has shown that masks stop the spread of Covid or
protect the wearer from contracting the disease. The only actually scientific study conducted
regarding Covid transmission, i.e. a double-blind RCT study, showed NO DIFFERENCE
between those who wore masks and those who did not. Children are at virtually no risk from
this disease and in fact need exposure to common childhood pathogens (that means germs) to
develop a robust and healthy immune system. Masking during the school day causes the child
to mouth-breathe which leads to a host of issues from dental decay and gingivitis to improper
facial formation. I am ashamed that we as adults ever masked our children and now that
teachers and staff, the only demographic potentially at any risk from this disease, can be
vaccinated and wear proper PPE like N95 masks, there is absolutely no reason to abuse our
children like this.

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4659

UNIVERSAL MASKING! School districts that aren’t are already seeing what would come if
there isn’t such a mandate.

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4660

Mandate masks. Otherwise hardly any kids wear them. The rates are skyrocketing. The
“monitor and react” strategy will mean illness, fatalities and e-learning. You can help prevent
this by mandating masks.

8/13/2021 6:32 PM

4661

Those who want to mask can. Please give everyone the choice. Masks are filled with germs
and I will not allow my kids to wear masks any longer. I want to volunteer in my kids school
but can not wear masks. I get a rash (can’t remember what my doctor calls it) The rash gets
so bad and won’t go away until I’m on medication for a month and not wear masks. I just put a
mask back on because of my son’s doctor appointment. I had the mask on for an hour and
now the rash is back!! It should be up to the families!

8/13/2021 6:31 PM

4662

Cloth masks are nothing more than devices to collect germs for children to breathe in. Let
parents decide how to protect their children. Even if it’s the wrong decision it’s our choice.

8/13/2021 6:31 PM

4663

Please mask 11 and younger. My son has already had an exposure on the second day of
school!!

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

4664

No mask mandate!! I do not believe this virus, that will in likelihood will never go away, cannot
keep controlling our lives. These kids also learn from facial expressions, socialising and
mental health is being greatly impacted. Children are barely sick from even the delta variant
(which we had in the spring) my kids didn’t feel well for a day and a half, and was much more
mild than the common cold. NO MASKS - no mask mandate!

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

4665

The school district has a responsibility to adhere to medical and scientific guidelines only.
Parents opinions are not relevant in this case. It is better to be safe by masking. We need to
be proactive as part of a solution.

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

4666

Why on earth would we not err on the side of caution/safety so we can keep kids healthy and

8/13/2021 6:29 PM
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in school. There is no logical harm in being careful. It’s medical, not political.
4667

Until a vaccine becomes available for our kids I sincerely feel that masks would help us avoid
a possible future outbreak in our schools. Cases are rising please insist on masks for those
who cannot be vaccinated yet. Let’s avoid any quarantines this year.

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

4668

There is plenty of research that supports that A. Children are not affected by the virus any
worse than a cold and the children that have died had another condition like leukemia( for
example). That’s why there is the option of elearning again this year that our district provided
for those either high risk or still uncomfortable coming back to school. B) Staff and families
that wanted to get vaccinated to protect themselves have had the opportunity. Also, Douglas
County cases are extremely low. This has to stop!! Let our children go to school and see other
kids faces/expressions. This is such a crucial time for their mental well-being and
development. Enough of these masks! If those that are more comfortable with their child
wearing one wants to continue having them wear a mask, I respect that…however, it should
not be mandated!!! I will pull both of my children from this district completely if this becomes
mandated again.

8/13/2021 6:29 PM

4669

All persons working in public health are clear that masking and social distance distancing
works. It’s also clear that the politics of the day have muddied clear data. This virus kills and
causes long-Covid symptoms in many. For those of us with kids 11 and under that don’t have
the option to be vaccinated it is unacceptable that we don’t have a choice to have our children
in a safe environment. My two children are in pre-k and 3rd. They are one of the very few
children in their classes that mask. Without adequate, consistent testing and requirements to
quarantine we are set up to have massive transmission issues without knowledge until it’s too
late. An effective way to minimize this risk is to require masking from everyone. This will
reduce spread by those engaging in riskier Covid behavior that are more likely to transmit the
virus. It will also protect the community at large now that we know that children and vaccinated
individuals can also transmit the virus. Our family has been deeply impacted by Covid and we
strongly urge you to consider the non-partisan data and not the loudest voices. Our school
district leaders do not have the political backing to make this hard decision. It seems that
many community members quietly support masks for kids but are nervous about being
harassed or bullied by the anti-mask crowd so only few are attending events and speaking up.
You have the ability to make a real impact on lives and well being by requiring masks. On a
related note, I don’t know any company that would seat 30 people together in a room
unmasked for several hours. Why should this be any different for our children? Thank you for
your consideration

8/13/2021 6:28 PM

4670

I asked the Board of Health mandated masks be worn for elementary kids that cannot yet to
get the vaccine. Our school district started this last week and it is already shown that cases
are going up and up I will only continue to rise without a universal mask mandate for the
younger kids who again can not get vaccinated yet. Which will interrupt in person learning.

8/13/2021 6:27 PM

4671

I fully support the mask mandate to protect our vulnerable populations (children under 12) who
cannot yet get vaccinated.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

4672

Please mandate masks in schools. We have kids that can’t be vaccinated yet. Please stop
the schools from holding big assemblies.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

4673

I don’t understand how this very simple ask is so hard for people to support. If even one child
under 12 is saved from catching covid, why is that something that even has to be thought
twice about?

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

4674

I support parent choice. For those who want to mask, please do so to protect yourself. For
those who do not, let those children have that choice. Mandating masks gives no options to
those who feel it is not helpful. Stop with the mandates. Let parents make the best choice for
their child.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

4675

It is reckless for the school district to not mandate masks with a large population of students
not eligible to be vaccinated. The delta variant has a higher R value (spreads easier) and is
causing worst symptoms for children than the other variants. There is no reason to put our kids
at additional risk when masks are a simple and effective protective measure.

8/13/2021 6:26 PM

4676

No masks! Let people make their own decision!

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4677

Please mandate masks to protect our kids who cannot protect themselves against Delta. We
should be doing every thing possible to take care of our kids and their safety should be priority
number 1. Safety needs to come before anything else.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM
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4678

Please mandate masks to keep our kids safe. These kids aren’t old enough for the vaccine
and the newest variant is hitting kids hard.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4679

Please allow teachers, parents and students the freedom to choose whether to wear a mask or
not.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4680

Anyone who has been in an elementary school and has witnessed HOW the kids are wearing
their masks, will have seen that masks among younger students do not provide health
benefits. In contrary, they pose additional health risks: 1. Most parents do not wash the masks
regularly. The children come to school with the same mask every day. When the kids take off
the masks to eat, we (staff) see that a lot of them are dirty, smeared with food and mucus on
the inside (and sometimes outside) 2. These dirty masks then get put onto the tables or
stuffed into pockets, only to be put on again afterwards 2. Students, especially the younger
ones, touch theirs mask ALL THE TIME, despite staff doing their best to remind them not to.
4. Many children chew on their masks, or wear them improperly, constantly touch their masks
and then their faces. The masks are mire likely to SPREAD viruses and bacteria than prevent
them. As a staff at an elementary school, I have not seen ANY bullying issues due to a child
choosing to wear a mask. Kids just accept it as a fact. However, the negative impact of a
universal mask mandate (and possible further restrictions) is huge among younger children. 1.
Masks inhibit younger children to learn vital social clues from facial expressions in settings
outside of the family. 2. Students feel restricted and uncomfortable and it inhibits their learning.
3. Much time in classroom is spent on talking about masks, replacing broken masks, and
reminding the kids to wear masks correctly. Time, that should be spent on academics.
Additionally,, learning gets interrupted constantly. There are more risks than benefits in making
young kids wear masks. While easier transmitted, there is NO EVIDENCE that the Delta
variant is more dangerous or that because of it, our healthcare system will become overloaded
or that the death rate increased because of it. Yes, some people get sick - but people also get
sick from other viruses and we will never be able to stop it completely. The disadvantages and
risks of a universal mask mandate to the greater student body outweigh the assumed (but in
reality unrealistic) protection to the few.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4681

We absolutely fully support a mask mandate

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4682

I do not agree with masking any student of the Douglas County school districts or any other
district for that matter. They have already been in school for a week some masked, some not.
It should be up to the family regarding masks and when to wear them. These students need to
move forward with their academics and have some normalcy in their classrooms. It is now
starting to border on infringement of their rights. I understand flu season is upon us but if this
virus is to stay, we can’t keep mandating mask wearing every school year when they have all
been out in the community this past summer most likely unmasked, as well as some being
able to be vaccinated. Herd immunity needs to begin and our bodies need to start building
immunity against it.

8/13/2021 6:25 PM

4683

I am an elementary teacher who strongly encourage the board to adopt a mask mandate for
students in elementary schools. Students need to be in school this year. Last year was very
difficult for students being in and then out of school due to quarantines. Kids are resilient and
can make great strides now that they’re back in school, but if there’s another year of
disruptions to the learning process , I’m not confident in their ability to bounce back quickly. If
we have quarantines and outbreaks this year, I hate to think of the effects on our children.
Wearing a mask is such an easy way to help ensure kids stay safe and at school.Social
distancing is not happening so simply masking up can help keep us on a regular schedule
without so many disruptions.

8/13/2021 6:24 PM

4684

We have seen how masks help children return to school, stay in the classroom, and keep
them from spreading the virus. I feel a mask mandate would allow students to continue on this
path, without worry of going back to virtual learning.

8/13/2021 6:24 PM

4685

A child’s health and well being is the responsibility of the parents. Want to wear a mask? Go
for it. Want to take advantage of vaccinations? More power to you. But stop forcing your
morals and agendas on others. Each family can and should evaluate their risks, research
options to mitigate those risks and ultimately make their own decisions. For those that feel
their risk is too great to be around others, the remote schooling option will provide safe access
to education while completely eliminating any risk of catching COVID at school. The teachers
and school administrators have been through enough; they do not need to get the job of being
the mask police again.

8/13/2021 6:24 PM
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4686

No masks. We deserve our freedoms. This virus continues to have a .002% death rate. This
DOES NOT warrant mask mandates. If vaccines work, let them work! Younger children are not
at risk. And considering most people who can have the vaccine have taken it, the risk of
younger kids bringing it home is low!! Don’t take away our freedoms again! These kids have
suffered greatly!

8/13/2021 6:24 PM

4687

Mandating masks for students is baseless. There is zero data that supports any benefits to
masking kids. It is such a failure in leadership that you would even be considering mask
mandates for students.

8/13/2021 6:24 PM

4688

Without the option to receive the vaccine, wearing masks provides vital protection to those
who need it while still being able to attend school in person.

8/13/2021 6:24 PM

4689

PLEASE help keep the young kids who cannot be vaccinated safe and healthy. Masks NEED
to be required!

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

4690

I wish we had started the year with masks required for all staff and students because on the
very first day my student was exposed to a covid positive person at school and we were not
even notified until thursday, 3 days later. It's very unnerving to have to send my children to
school and expect them to be safe and honestly they aren't. I also work for the district and
wish the mask requirements were even across the board. It's only required for student facing
staff that have not been vaccinated. It singles out who hasn't gotten their vaccine for whatever
reason and that should honestly be and stay that person's business. Do the right thing.
MASKS PLEASE!

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

4691

My son was diagnosed with stage 3 liver cancer at 18 months old. That brave little boy fought
through 6 surgeries, over 15 blood transfusions, and 8 rounds of experimental chemotherapy
before finally beating it. He is bright, sweet, and the kindest person I know. He routinely
donates toys to less fortunate children and cries when he sees homeless people out in public.
He would do anything to help a complete stranger. All i ask is that other students share that
spirit of selflessness and wear a small piece of fabric that objectively is harmless to the
wearer. I have yet to read any peer reviewed studies suggesting masks are harmful, and their
widespread use in Asia is a good real world example of their efficacy. The only thing it does is
prevent one of my son's classmates from literally killing him through an ego driven desire by
their parents to make a political statement. As a result of his chemo he is
immunocompromised and partially deaf. Are we really, as a community, stupid enough to wait
until we become like Dallas with zero available pediatric ICU beds? I am tired of other people
placing their unscientific beliefs about personal freedoms ahead of my son's literal life. I have
spent thousands of dollars in the last year staying in hotels when I felt ill or had been exposed
in some way, and now I'm told that the life of my sweet child is at the mercy of a bunch of
people who can't wrap their minds around the idea of community. We are supposed to care of
each other and our children, it takes a village. Instead we are belittled, threatened, and made
to feel like we are asking something unreasonable. My son, who has been to two whole days
of school, has already asked why kids have made comments about his mask. He wears
hearing aids and is covered in scars already, I sure wish he didn't also have to feel ostracized
for wearing a mask. I hope for the sake of all of our children that Tri-County Health is more
compassionate and less driven by ego and self-righteousness than the government officials of
places like Florida and Texas. We can do it now because it's the sensible thing, or later when
kids are dying because it's the only choice left. Up to you.

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

4692

I am very strongly against mandating my children to mask In School. The choice as a parent
has been given to me and I am very upset that it is now being considered as an option to once
again take this freedom of choice away. We will strongly consider once again unenrolling from
this district and putting our children in an online academy for sadly another year should this
take place. I support the choice to mask or not mask as the families choice!

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

4693

The adults in my family have chosen to get vaccinated. Kids have a very, very small chance
of experiencing severe symptoms. We feel adequately protected without the need for masks. If
the school district imposes another mask mandate at this point, we will look into alternate
schooling options.

8/13/2021 6:23 PM

4694

There is a preponderance of scientific support for our kids to wear masks - this will minimize
quarantines and help contain/minimize the spread of the virus that we are already seeing in the
schools after 1 full week. This new variant is showing to be different and more impactful on
youth. Until our kids under 12 can be vaccinated, this should be mandatory in schools. In
addition, the schools need to share the plans for when we need to move to remote.

8/13/2021 6:22 PM
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4695

Please protect our children by preventing the spread of COVID-19 by mandating the wear of
masks.

8/13/2021 6:22 PM

4696

I believe that masks should be required. The transmission of COVID is substantial in Douglas
County right now, and studies have shown that even vaccinated individuals can transmit
COVID. Really, there should be a vaccine mandate, too.

8/13/2021 6:22 PM

4697

My daughter has a learning disability. Last school year she fell drastically behind both socially
and academicly during in-person school. I feel she would do much better without masks and
seeing teacher and her peers' faces.

8/13/2021 6:21 PM

4698

Please, please do not mandate masks for our kids. Our kids need to be be given the
opportunity to express themselves and read others’ facial expressions. There have been
MORE THAN ADEQUATE accommodations for those that are still uncomfortable being inperson, and people who want masks, are free to wear them. My children HATE wearing masks
and I find them to dirty and disgusting by the end of the day. PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS
AGAIN! Please.

8/13/2021 6:21 PM

4699

Kids should not have to wear masks in schools, especially if they have been vaccinated. The
reason for vaccination is to protect each other, they learn much better if they are able to see
their teachers faces and vice versa.

8/13/2021 6:21 PM

4700

I do not think kids should have to wear masks nor adults who have been vaccinated

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4701

Masks for healthy schools aged children are not healthy or beneficial.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4702

Please give parents a choice. Our kids need normalcy.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4703

I am incredibly frustrated because I feel like the world has lost its collective mind over COVID19 and any variants. This virus is NOT EVER going away, and even if it did there will ALWAYS
be another illness, virus or outbreak to contend with. Do you expect teachers and students to
wear masks forever? When did our society shift to a "protect everyone from everything with
bubblewrap" mentality? How can you honestly say that this virus is a widespread threat to
children when 335 total ages 0-17 have died nationwide of COVID over an 18-month period?
While each death is tragic, that same age group has a collective 49,725 deaths from all
causes in the same 18-month period. (per the CDC, and referenced here:
https://www.cnsnews.com/article/national/susan-jones/cdc-335-children-ages-17-and-underhave-died-covid-us-during-pandemic) The types of masks most people wear do NOT stop a
virus. In fact, I would argue they are counterproductive because they encourage people and
especially kids to touch their faces with dirty hands more often. They also make it harder to
breath for many people, and get placed on dirty, grimy tables and seats during breaks. How in
the world does any of this keep germs away from faces? Masks also remove facial
expressions from each interaction and make the day extremely unpleasant. No one is
preventing someone from wearing a mask if they want to, but attempting to force everyone to
is absolutely ridiculous. The biggest issue I have is that there is no end game to this. TCHD
has failed to communicate to the community what metrics signal an end, giving arbitrary
markers like "for the duration of the pandemic". It gives the impression you intend things to go
on forever, which is one of many reasons why I stopped listening and am thrilled Douglas
County opted out of additional overreach. Honestly, if you guys had been reasonable in the
beginning you may have been able to temporarily win over skeptical people. But requiring
people to wear masks while actively working out on socially distanced gym equipment and
refusing to allow medical exemptions is where you lost me. Those who didn't agree with your
rules found ways to work around them anyway, and many businesses laughed behind your
back while putting on a good show with signs on the front door, etc. but actually refusing to
enforce. This insanity needs to end. I have two friends who will no longer substitute teach as
long as masks are required in schools. Trying to breath, talk and communicate is much more
difficult for them and they do not have to put up with it. It's sad because both are excellent
teachers whom kids love. It's high time to stop the overreach and respect individual choices!

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4704

there’s many studies saying masks do not work and they are pointless to be wearing and there
are so many new ones with the vaccination. it is so sad seeing kids wear little masks and so
many of them take them off anyway.

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4705

Opposition to Mask Mandate

8/13/2021 6:20 PM

4706

Mask wearing in schools should be optional based on parents preference. Thanks.

8/13/2021 6:19 PM

4707

Any respiratory Virus is spread as aerosol partials which is small enough to pass through any

8/13/2021 6:18 PM
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mask.
4708

Please leave masking to the individual families choices for their children

8/13/2021 6:18 PM

4709

I do not support masking for anyone. Scientific study does not either. Cite your scientific proof
it is necessary or helpful. Furthermore children do not suffer severe disease. Masks provide
more of a negative impact than an actual COVID infection. Stop the madness.

8/13/2021 6:17 PM

4710

Take a vote. The majority of parents do not want masks!! If you feel unsafe do online school.

8/13/2021 6:17 PM

4711

Please allow people who want to wear a mask to wear them and people who do not want to
wear the same freedom. Statistics for this age group do not support a medical benefit. They
collect bacteria and cause more harm to healthy kids.

8/13/2021 6:17 PM

4712

Masking our children is ridiculous! Furthermore, masking the unvaccinated vs the vaccinated
is segregation and discrimination! Masks are not effective and children are not the problem
here.

8/13/2021 6:16 PM

4713

I am vehemently opposed to a mask mandate and have been so proud of Colorado leaders
that trust in the intelligence of their constituents to think for themselves. Please do not force
my daughter and all of the kids in school to wear masks! Mandates take away our right to
make decisions about our lives and add to the ongoing erosion of our freedom in this society.
Parents that want a mask mandate should not be making decision’s about my daughter’s
health. If they want the extra protection for their own children, then by all means, they should
hold their kids to be accountable to wear a mask even if others are not.

8/13/2021 6:16 PM

4714

What is the end goal of all the mitigation strategies? Coronavirus mutates too quickly for us to
hope it will ever be completely eradicated. In that way, COVID will become the new yearly flu
and colds. When the end goal of complete eradication is off the table, the only reason for
masking in the initial phases was to limit hospital crowding and limit passing on the virus to the
vulnerable. Now that the vaccine is readily available to all vulnerable (aka NOT the majority of
children), what is the rational for masking children? They are not the ones at high risk! When it
comes to children, the mental and social tolls are not worth the mitigation efforts. We need to
start taking into account ALL risks of mitigation strategies, including the ability for families to
provide for their families and the mental health issues to the children.

8/13/2021 6:16 PM

4715

For masks to work we need more kids to be wearing them

8/13/2021 6:16 PM

4716

I feel masks are doing more harm than good for our children. There were countless quarantines
last year even with the mask mandate! It just doesn’t make sense! People are getting
vaccinated, isn’t that the reason for the vaccine? Is there another reason for the vaccine other
than protecting people from the virus?

8/13/2021 6:15 PM

4717

Enough is enough! Our kids deserve to go to school mask-free and engage with their peers
and teachers at a personal level. Working on a school myself, I see the issues that masks
cause on a daily basis. The energy it takes from teachers and staff to constantly be on them
about wearing them properly is more than you could imagine. Kids get headaches and have
several other issues that occur when they are required to wear them for long periods of time.
SCIENCE has proven that these masks don’t even work! I find it much more dangerous for
children to wear the same mask (and SEVERAL do) every single day without washing. The
amount of bacteria that builds in a mask is absolutely disgusting and dangerous to our
children. School should be a place where kids come to learn and engage with their peers.
Masking not only takes critical interpersonal skills away from children, but it also endangers
their health. The very thing masks are supposed to protect against, but don’t. This is not
normal. This is not ok. Let our kids, be kids! Especially when dealing with a virus that doesn’t
effect children at nearly the same level or rate as it does, adults. Out kids deserve better than
to be muzzled. Let them smile. Let them enjoy school. And let them breathe fresh air. I will pull
my children out of Douglas County Schools if another mask mandate is put into effect. Enough
is enough!!

8/13/2021 6:15 PM

4718

This has gotten so out of control. If people are still fearful of this virus then let them mask up.
For those that aren’t they shouldn’t have to. These kids deserve to have a normal year. This is
absolutely ridiculous. So glad my daughter is a senior and my other kids go to private school
where this isn’t even an issue. Life is normal for them. My Senior won’t wear a mask. Mandate
it all you want. She is even type 1 diabetic. Our entire family always had Covid. It was FINE.
People need to understand this never going away. Vax, mAsk won’t stop it. Let’s move on!!

8/13/2021 6:15 PM

4719

Masking is better than having to close schools or have hybrid classes. If you could be sure

8/13/2021 6:14 PM
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what percentage of kids 12 and older were vaccinated, maybe it could just be for younger kids
but without that information, I think universal making is safer. Plus the Delta variant has shown
a lot of break-through infection even on the vaccinated.
4720

I believe masks should be an individual family decision not a government or school board
mandate

8/13/2021 6:14 PM

4721

Wearing a mask should be up to the individual family’s and if people are scared their kids
should wear a mask or be home homeschooled. We need a normal year for all of our children.
And we all know masks will not protect you from covid.

8/13/2021 6:14 PM

4722

There is no need for universal masking. Every school is different and can manage its
mitigation efforts in accord with its population including parents choice of whether to mask
/vaccinate their children or not. Last year very few kids wore masks; none were vaccinated
snd there was VERY LITTLE DISRUPTION! only a few times of isolation of a cohort, and
ABSOLUTELY NO OUTBREAK OCCURRED! This year many adults and kids 12+ are
vaccinated so why do we now need to impose a draconian requirement on our most vulnerable,
kids under 12 who suffer from headaches, learning loss, and decreased socialoemotional
developmental by putting a mask on them and their teacher. This is absolutely unnecessary for
public health and you are all getting either caught up in a power trip or succumbing to the
hysteria. Stop the insanity and abuse of our children and let them have a normal school
experience for heavens’ sake.

8/13/2021 6:13 PM

4723

It’s becoming increasing frustrating that when the issue of masks mandates especially for kids
comes up that any decent is labeled “misinformation”. There are plenty of scientist and
medical doctors , including Dr Fauci who indicate that face coverings are unnecessary and can
harm children. These masks do not stop or prevent infection. As the try-County health officials
you are fully aware and need to to stop lying to your citizens and stop the madness. We as
parents do not want our children wearing a mask every day for 8+ hours a day. It’s child abuse!
We as parents are having a difficult enough time trying to explain how horrible things are in our
country right now. Please do not add to the stress!

8/13/2021 6:13 PM

4724

As per CDC and AAP guidance, I strongly urge Tri-County Health Department to require
universal indoor masking for students. Evidence and science are very clear about the benefits
of face coverings to stop the spread of COVID-19. Until all school-aged children have the
opportunity to be vaccinated against COVID-19, we need to continue to protect them. Last
year, masks proved that kids could go to school and remain safe, even during a global
pandemic. We need to be proactive in caring for the lives and well-being of our students,
teachers, and staff rather than being reactive once outbreaks inevitably occur.

8/13/2021 6:13 PM

4725

My daughter is 15 and vaccinated. I DO NOT want her mandated to wear a mask. If you want
proof of vaccination (fine by me). I don't worry about this "our freedoms" junk, as we all have
ample opportunity to get the vaccination and I don't want my daughter to have to go back to
wearing a mask at Castle View High School because others are ridiculous. It's their choice, it's
their risk. Now the 11 and under crowd, I feel for them. I think they should wear masks
because of the danger. However, I do not have a child in this age group, so I hesitate to
comment for others. But that is my feeling. I would imagine those parents want masks and I
support them. 12 and up should not have to wear masks.

8/13/2021 6:13 PM

4726

The DC Commissioners recently passed a resolution declaring no support for a mask mandate
in our schools. Will this impact the Board of Health's decision? If not, how will a contradictory
message between TCHS and the BOCC be resolved?

8/13/2021 6:12 PM

4727

Scientific studies admittedly show that mask wearing does not protect against the spread of
this virus. The particles are too small to be captured. This is proven to be factual and very
much needs taken into consideration when doing this to our children. Ireland and other
countries have banned mask wearing by children, you’re prosecuted if you make your child
wear a mask. My kids teachers said it’s hard to understand their students or know how they
perceive the information because they can’t see their facial expressions. Their emotional cues
are critical to their development.

8/13/2021 6:12 PM

4728

I believe we have a duty to protect the vulnerable. There is a large population that are at risk
and unable to get the protection from vaccination. Children 11 and younger, the immunocompromised, and those with serious health conditions need the support of the community to
keep safe. Please keep our children safe.

8/13/2021 6:12 PM

4729

Please follow the science. According to CDC,AMA, and APA, Children are not spreading

8/13/2021 6:12 PM
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COVID. The masks are harmful to their mental, physical, and spiritual development.
4730

Masks did not eliminate kids getting sick last year, what will be different…Nothing. If kids want
to wear them fine but do not make everyone wear them.

8/13/2021 6:12 PM

4731

Children, who are at almost NO risk for severe illness from COVID, should not be forced to
mask just to make others “feel” safe. Again, there is clear evidence that children are at almost
no risk of severe illness. Adults can get vaccinated if they want to protect themselves. There
is virtually no benefit to kids being forced to wear masks, and there are clear drawbacks—
including hygiene, ability to communicate, visualizing nonverbal cues, and many others.
Please make this decision based on facts and evidence, not politics and performative theater.
Masking decisions should be left up the parents.

8/13/2021 6:12 PM

4732

I support parents choice for masking their vaccinated and unvaccinated children, I support
masking unvaccinated staff.

8/13/2021 6:11 PM

4733

I do not support masking in schools.

8/13/2021 6:11 PM

4734

It is incredibly important to me and my family that our children’s health is put above politics.
Their safety should be top priority. Kids already know how to learn in masks so this would be
such an easy transition for them. Instead of conducting a public health health experiment with
children by not mandating masks, why don’t we empower our children to be allies in protecting
the health of not only themselves, but of their friends, teachers, and neighbors by masking up.
Our children deserve to have a safe back to school experience.

8/13/2021 6:11 PM

4735

Please DO NOT force our children to wear masks for yet another year! The majority of Douglas
County is vaccinated. They tell us that even if we get a variant our symptoms should be minor.
Please let our immune systems take it from here!

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

4736

Our children CANNOT under ANY circumstances attend school in any scenario less than full in
person.

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

4737

Whether people's children, teachers and other staff wear masks determines how quickly
COVID spreads in the community and that directly effects me, regardless of whether I have
school-aged children.

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

4738

I support masking in schools for students who are physically able. Unfortunately, this has
become a political issue when it is really a public health issue. The science is clear. Masking
reduces the spread of Covid-19. We all understand the stresses and mental health toll being
out of school causes. For that reason, our primary objective should be to keep schools open.
In order to do that, we need to reduce the spread of this very infectious disease as much as
we can. I would much rather my children be required to wear a mask at school than deal with
class quarantines and the potential of any student to become seriously ill. As TCHD, I expect
you to make decisions based on data and the best science we have available. I look to you,
as the experts, to inform my decisions about how to protect my family. I expect you decisions
on facts, not the whims of public options. We need our institutions to be the voice of reason. If
reason, in this case, says students wearing masks is the best way to keep schools open, I
want you to say that and offer guidance in that direction.

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

4739

According to the COVID numbers, this illness poses virtually no threat to children. Per to the
Colorado.gov website, 255 of the 32,299 COVID cases in Douglas county have resulted in
death. That is roughly .7% of ALL KNOWN cases across all ages resulting in death. And, the
CDC (upon which you are basing your mask recommendation) has repeatedly stated that
children are at lower risk for serious illness from COVID-19 than adults. We will never
completely eradicate COVID-19. Much like the flu or cold, we will need to learn to live with it.
Our freedoms; however, are at risk of death. We will not tolerate any more of these mandates.
They are political, and there is no actual, scientific research to support masks. And, I say that
as someone who has worked in both research and healthcare.

8/13/2021 6:10 PM

4740

Masks have isolated our children . RSV is at an all time high as isolation has weakened our
kids immune systems . We waited for teachers to get vaccinated - enough is enough ! This
virus, like a cold or flu, can be transferred to animals . So It is here to STAY . We must move
Forward . Put reasonable precautions in place and UNMASK our children . This is America we
have choice .

8/13/2021 6:09 PM

4741

There is as much study and literature against mask effectiveness as there is for it. So there
should never be a mandate but rather a choice for each individual.

8/13/2021 6:09 PM
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4742

Please protect the kids who cannot be vaccinated yet. The American Pediatrics recommended
masks for school children.

8/13/2021 6:09 PM

4743

If my child became sick with covid and suffered irreparable lung damage (or worse) and I didn't
do ALL that I could to protect them (within reason); I could NEVER forgive myself. We don't
know, what we don't know about covid and the long-term impacts. Most kids don't mind
wearing their masks, as long as they are with their friends. I feel it is the parents making
mask-wearing an issue; not the kids. Help keep our kids in school learning together by taking a
simple step to protect them and their interactions. Please mandate mask-wearing indoors at
our schools and require schools to follow the CDC guidance!

8/13/2021 6:09 PM

4744

Please do not require the kids to wear masks in school, regardless of age. They are desperate
to return to normalcy. Please track the number of suicides and mental health issues as well as
looking at hard numbers for children under age 18 and how they are affected if there are no
masks.

8/13/2021 6:09 PM

4745

School boards should follow the Board of Health and should enforce masking in all indoor
school settings. Follow the science and protect all children!!! It's your moral imperative to do
so, please set up now and show leadership. Thank you for taking the time to read this.

8/13/2021 6:09 PM

4746

For our kids safety we should error on the side of caution

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

4747

Please let it be a parents choice on the masks and do not force our kids to go to school with
masks. It’s not healthy or safe for them to be in a mask. Upper respiratory viruses can still be
transferred in masks. Young children need to be active and enjoy their lives mask free. My
children go to a private school and we want to be mask free.

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

4748

We do not wish to see mask mandates in place in our elementary schools. Masking should be
optional- anyone who wishes to wear a mask is free to do so, and anyone who wishes not to
wear a mask should also be free to not do so. Our children need to get back to normalcy- and
everyone should be able to choose the level of risk their family is acceptable with.

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

4749

NO mask mandates for any age

8/13/2021 6:08 PM

4750

The argument to mask our children is based on politics and not science. I will not support
masking our children, if mandatory masking takes place I will immediately remove my children
from the district. There is plenty of data to show the harm, both physically and mentally on our
children. Based on the fact this meeting was scheduled last minute, I am guessing the
teachers unions have already made your minds up for you. This will not be tolerated by
freedom seeking Americans.

8/13/2021 6:07 PM

4751

Masks are not necessary to prevent the spread of covid. You already have a procedure in
place at DCSD, that you approved of, to give parents the choice to mask or not at school.
Science has shown masks do nothing but provide a false sense of safety and can actually
have a negative impact on our kids mentally and physically. Do the right thing and keep it a
choice for the parents!

8/13/2021 6:07 PM

4752

It’s everyone’s right to wear a mask or not. Don’t take our rights away.

8/13/2021 6:07 PM

4753

God has designed each of us to communicate by facial expressions just as much as sound.
When we are masked we are muted in so many ways which causes loneliness, isolation, fear,
depression and non communication with one another which in turn can lead to many more
suicides! Not to mention how bad it is to breath in your own carbon monoxide!!!!

8/13/2021 6:07 PM

4754

Please do NOT make my young child wear a mask. It’s not healthy.

8/13/2021 6:07 PM

4755

Absolutely support mask wearing in school,would feel more comfortable with other kids
wearing masks as well .

8/13/2021 6:06 PM

4756

Please don’t require masking in schools

8/13/2021 6:06 PM

4757

I believe Mask shouldn't be required for students. It should be up to US their parents, to
decided this. You the Board of Health don't know anything about our children or the health.

8/13/2021 6:06 PM

4758

This is completely ludicrous and unrealistic. Mask our children and we will pull them out of
your schools—data is proven that children are the least of our concerns with this virus and you
cannot keep controlling a choice that should be ours alone. Even Fauci said it, masks don’t
work. It’s time we stand up and start fighting for normalcy to remain. Have you ever masked
for the flu? Hand foot and mouth? RSV?? The answer is no, and should still be no with COVID.

8/13/2021 6:05 PM
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Sports teams aren’t masking, play dates aren’t masking, what is the point? Don’t make our
schools be the next victim do this poor leadership.
4759

Not happy that desks are arranged in groups of 8 & shoulder to shoulder—teacher says no
room—but there is room for more distance than shoulder to shoulder in this mostly
unvaccinated age group. I told my daughter she must wear her mask all day at school. I’d
prefer my middle schooler to wear his mask, but he says no one wears masks & he doesn’t
want to be the only one. The only way this pandemic ends is if we mask up & get vaccinated!
Science wins!

8/13/2021 6:05 PM

4760

I do not believe it is necessary for masks to be mandated in school. Children remain at
extremely low row risk for severe illness from the virus, as they have all along, and the
vaccine has been available to all that want it for more than enough time. Children without
masks in a school setting do not pose a considerable risk to those over 12 years old who are
eligible for the vaccine, or society in general. This is about those that feel masks should be
required, and want to send their kids to school with masks; pushing for it to be mandated so
their kid doesn't feel out of place because their parents want them to wear a mask to school.
Mandating mask wearing to protect the extremely small minority that are afraid of mask
bullying is not a reasonable solution. All my kids, across 3 different DC schools, say there is
nobody wearing masks. Nobody wants this. I will send my kids to school without a mask if it is
mandated. We will not follow any more of these mandates that have no legal grounds for
enforcement. The fearmongering worked last year to get everybody to comply. That is over.
Life has risks. There is a vaccine, many different vaccines, and if you are afraid of the virus
then get the vaccine. Simple as that. Government says the Vaccine works, so why do we still
need masks? Kids hate wearing masks and should not have to. It is nothing but a nuisance
and distraction that impacts their ability to focus and learn. They are far enough behind already
with all the lock downs and remote learning over the last 18 months. They need normalcy, and
there is no reason they shouldn't have it at this point.

8/13/2021 6:05 PM

4761

I absolutely support universal masking in all indoor school settings. There is a lot of vaccine
hesitancy still in our area (and nationally) as well as a lot of people who are opposed to
voluntary masking who will of course not heed the CDC, AAP, TCHD, and DCSD
“recommendations”. I have seen a lot of feedback online from parents stating the glaringly low
number of students who are in fact heeding the recommendations and these numbers are far
too low to keep everyone safe in school. I have also already seen comments regarding parents
receiving letters due to first-hand covid exposure, as well as comments regarding masked kids
getting bullied just one week into school even though there are supposedly “no tolerance”
bullying policies in place at schools. This personally saddens and disgusts me. Our most
important job in our lifetimes is to protect all of our children - our children, our family members’
children, our neighbors’ children, etc.. If we cannot do this during a global pandemic of all
times, we must ask ourselves why we are being so selfish. All children deserve the opportunity
to go to school safely. We are doing remote learning with our kindergartner this year because
he is not yet eligible for a vaccine and because DCSD is not mandating masks. In light of the
online feedback mentioned above, we know we absolutely made the right decision for our son.
He is somewhat high risk also but even if he was not, we would have made the same decision.
Had masks been mandated by schools from day 1, we would have felt much more comfortable
sending him to school in person. We feel he was indeed robbed of that opportunity. Many
people have unfortunately made the recommendation of mask wearing political. It is about
public health, period. The unreasonable and selfish people who cannot accept public health
recommendations especially during a pandemic should be the ones keeping their kids home,
not those of us who want to send our kids to school safely while protecting themselves and
others. This is not hard and I hope the TCHD and individual school districts can step up and do
right by our children ASAP. Better late than never. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to
provide my personal feedback.

8/13/2021 6:05 PM

4762

It has been a year and a half. Covid is here to stay. I'm not in favor of keeping kids masked up
and fearful any longer. We need to move on. I have a 7th and 9th grader in DCSD. DCSD has a
very high vaccination rate, a large number of folks who have natural immunity due to having
covid already and very low numbers of children having severe covid symptoms. Mask wearing
prevents teachers and kids from communicating effectively, increases anxiety and depression
and limits the ability to breathe. We will remove our kids from the district if they are required to
wear a mask.

8/13/2021 6:04 PM

4763

People are complaining about a piece of cloth that has been proven to slow the spread of the
virus. We were doing such an amazing job with slow the original strand of Covid and then we
let our guard down and it got worse. Mask are the way to go :)))

8/13/2021 6:04 PM
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4764

Please consider that children need to see other people's lips and faces and have their face
seen for communication. They need to breathe fresh air.

8/13/2021 6:04 PM

4765

0 evidence masks do anything to stop the spread of covid. Not one study even.

8/13/2021 6:04 PM

4766

I am an 18-year Douglas County resident, who is joining the school community this year with
my son starting Kindergarten at North Star Academy. First let me say that I also serve on a
Board and I know that it is not an easy job. I appreciate all of the time and energy that each of
you bring to it for the betterment of the community. And, hopefully you appreciate and take into
consideration feedback from the community. I have submitted this question for the forum
tomorrow, but wanted to make sure that each of your saw it. To see decisions being made
about the welfare of the community’s children that are not based on science, from health
based and educational based institutions, is concerning. With the Delta variant, the COVID
protocols set forth by the CDC (and endorsed by the American Academy of Pediatrics and TriCounty Health [https://www.tchd.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=459]) state that all children and
staff over the age of 2 should be wearing a mask, whether vaccinated or not, for school. It has
also been stated by numerous scientific organizations that vaccination rates need to be at
least 85% to 90% to see any type of “herd protection” from the Delta variant (Source Infectious
Disease Society of America [www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-03/delta-s-spreadseen-pushing-herd-immunity-threshold-above-80]). As of August 13th, Douglas County had a
60% vaccination rate (12+ 69%; 18+ 70%; 65+ 92% - Source:
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/covid-19-vaccine-doses.html). Those vaccination
numbers, plus Douglas County's COVID status as "substantial" do not support not requiring
face masks within schools. *Of note: the 70% that Douglas County School District is using
within its protocol statement is misleading, as it is not the community as a whole (which
includes the under 12 set being discussed here). I understand that it is an easier path to not
require masks, as the anti-mask contingent in Douglas County is loud, obnoxious, and
threatening. But not following the science and doing the right thing because of this group puts
our children and us in danger. Please do your job…the facts clearly show that masking up
prevents Covid spread, as highlighted in this recent study by Duke University
(https://www.wcnc.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/duke-research-masking-schoolsprevent-covid-spread/275-96b353f7-869d-4f54-8458-d5c30f07e1a5). And, why is TriCounty
Health and Douglas County Schools allowing school staff (vaccinated and unvaccinated) to
make face masks optional (i.e., strongly encouraged)? Unvaccinated staff, seriously? To learn
that my child (who doesn’t have the option of being vaccinated or an option of choosing what
staff to interact with) could be in a school interacting with an unvaccinated adult who is not
wearing a face mask and that you as a public health agency are allowing it…is absurd. I am in
agreement with the CDC & APP. The goal is to keep schools as safe as possible while
maximizing in-person learning. Wearing masks in indoor settings is the evidence-based, safe
and effective way to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and mask wearing in schools is
particularly important because there are so many interactions in schools between vaccinated
and unvaccinated people, and because children under 12 are not yet eligible to receive COVID19 vaccines. While it would be great if people were accountable for their actions, history and
experience show us this is not the case. Anything other than a “mandatory” requirement is not
enough. Believe in the science and do better….let’s keep our kids and community safe.

8/13/2021 6:03 PM

4767

Leave it up to the individual to choose. There is to much control and division being made by
these mandates and its causing depression and suicide in our children. Let them be normal
kids.

8/13/2021 6:03 PM

4768

Unvaccinated to wear masks- no exceptions

8/13/2021 6:03 PM

4769

Please mandate masks indoors! This is the only and best protection for kids (and adults) who
can not be vaccinated. There are so many kids that are high risk already - genetic syndromes,
heart defects, type 1 diabetes, just to name a few. MASKS WORK!!!

8/13/2021 6:02 PM

4770

Masking in anyone, especially children, is unhealthy due to retained germs and toxic CO2
levels. It is also psychological damaging putting barriers between humans. It also impedes the
development of speech in children with Disabilities or the young.

8/13/2021 6:02 PM

4771

We need to ensure there is less of a disruption to the education of our children and keep them
in-person. Masks will facilitate this above doing nothing at all. Having kids go virtual without
socialization is far more damaging than wearing a mask. Exceptions or accommodations
should be made for students with special needs, but distancing should be in place. Please do
not pander to political outbursts and instead think of children who are not able to get

8/13/2021 6:02 PM
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vaccinated or are immunocompromised. A mask doesn't do the same damage as covid.
Please be responsible about this.
4772

I support higher usage of masks in the schools, not universal masking. One of my kids has a
hard time wearing masks because his glasses fog up. I wouldn't want him to be forced to wear
masks, if he didn't want to. I also do not want to worry that my child will be kicked out of
school or reprimanded if they accidentally forget or don't have the maturity to keep their mask
on. I wonder whether incentivizing mask wearers would increase mask wearing. Perhaps they
could get a school buck as they walk into the door for wearing a mask to school.

8/13/2021 6:01 PM

4773

My children are 11 years old and younger. They are not eligible for the COVID vaccine yet.
Superintendent Wise of Douglas County is in a tough spot with some parents loudly asserting
their anti-mask position. However, those of us in support of masks do not seem to have as
loud of a voice. I imagine it would help Superintendent Wise if the TCHD made a mandate for
wearing masks, due to the fact "that conditions in schools are presently not safe for
unvaccinated children, particularly those below 12 years of age who are not currently eligible
for vaccination without required universal masking," as stated in a letter to the superintendent
of Cherry Creek Schools by Dr. Douglas, Executive Director of Tri-County Health Department.
Please mandate masks, at least for those 11 and younger, to support the school districts, and
the parents who believe in science and data. Please keep our children safe.

8/13/2021 6:01 PM

4774

My 6 year old should not have to wear a mask all day. It should be the parents choice.

8/13/2021 6:00 PM

4775

I've seen COVID-19 up close. I've seen what it does to people and especially children. I've
recently moved back here from Israel with my 4 teenagers, but it wasn't the move we planned
because my wife, Gali, didn't make it. She passed from brain cancer on March 22. She wanted
to be part of this move and coming back to the wonderful and loving community we have here
in Colorado. Throughout the 1.5 year of war on cancer, COVID-19 was part of our landscape.
Gali's immune system was at its weakest from the first lock down and we made a decision to
keep the kids at home, basically quarantined by will from March 2019 until she passed a year
later. The Corona virus is brutal, and when battling cancer in so many hospitals and care
facilities, I've seen these poor patients laying next to my wife because hospitals were out of
room for all patients so they had to put them all together in areas like the hospital's parking lot.
I remember how terrified we were every time we had to go to a hospital or a clinic just thinking
of what could happen if Gali will get infected by it. She was vaccinated but as we saw then and
we see today vaccination is not a guarantee. I urge you all, I beg you all, put on your masks.
There are so many people out there in high risk groups that are too shy to speak out, they
don'twant to bother your freedom, they are silent. They are almost transparent during this
pandemic, you don't hear them because they hardly take the risk of going out. You want to feel
free and walk where you feel like? So do them. Putting your masks is the smallest price we
can pay as a community to enable everyone in our schools and neighborhoods to walk freely
and feel safe in our own home, in Colorado.

8/13/2021 6:00 PM

4776

Our children do not need to be masked. There is way too much evidence that supports not
wearing a mask. Quit trying to be so divisive. If they or their parents make that choice then
support it

8/13/2021 6:00 PM

4777

The choice of having our children masked at school should be left to the discretion of the
PARENTS! It is not your job or anyone else's to decide what is best for my children. I am
worried about the effect mask wearing has on my child both emotionally and physically. This
cannot and should not be a long term solution, there will be greater consequences to the
children's health. Leave masks optional so those who feel it is necessary can opt to have their
child wear it and those who don't agree can opt to have their child go without one. Again, it is
NOT your responsibility to tell ME what is best for MY child. You do what is best for you and I
will do what is best for my child. I feel the same for vaccination. Do NOT mandate it EVER.

8/13/2021 6:00 PM

4778

** Not for public sharing associated with our names** We support anyone's right to choose to
mask. Current breakthrough cases of Delta for those vaccinated is less than 1%. Especially
with the high-school student population specifically and current vaccine rates in Douglas Cty,
masks should not be mandated.

8/13/2021 5:59 PM

4779

Forcing masks on my children is not the right of the school district. It is not the right of the
school district to make medical decisions for my children. The school district are not the
students parents and have no legal say it what they do for them medically. Our medical
freedom will not be taken away from a district that refuses to listen to their students and
parents. If other parents want to mask their children that is their freedom to do so and it is my
freedom to not make my children wear a mask. If the members of the board want to put masks

8/13/2021 5:59 PM
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on my children and force their hand to make decisions for children that aren't theirs then they
need to step down from the board. They should be replaced by parents that care about medical
freedom!
4780

It should be up to the parents and children to decide if they wear a mask.

8/13/2021 5:59 PM

4781

Given the current rising case levels, the delta variant’s increased transmission rate and impact
on younger people, I urge you to follow the science and what we know helps keep schools
open, and to implement a mask mandate for indoor settings in our K-12 schools. I have one
kid in a DCSD neighborhood school and one one a charter - neither is willing to take the politics
backlash implementing a mask mandate will result in. I know Tri-County will take loads of
criticism if you issue a mask mandate, but it’s the only logical thing to do to keep our K-12
settings as safe as possible and open. Thank you for your consideration.

8/13/2021 5:59 PM

4782

No masks

8/13/2021 5:59 PM

4783

Mask mandates, inside, should occur for all ages to keep everyone as safe as possible.
Vaccinated persons can still spread the virus and there are too many refusing to vaccinate.
The unvaccinated can carry and spread to others. Wearing masks can help stop that. Also, if
everyone wears a mask, bullying should not happen.

8/13/2021 5:58 PM

4784

Do not mask our children! The data does not support it. Cases up means nothing.
Hospitalizations and deaths are extremely low.

8/13/2021 5:58 PM

4785

Forcing young children to wear masks for up to seven hours a day is absolutely ridiculous. I
know my two elementary aged children are terrified of having to go back to wearing them.
Many people in Douglas County whom I have spoken to share my and my children's
sentiments.

8/13/2021 5:57 PM

4786

Masks work. Keep our kids and staff safe. Delta variant kills. This is not a political issue but a
scientific one. Kids are being hit harder by this variant and masks don’t harm anyone. Follow
the science.

8/13/2021 5:57 PM

4787

I am an RN at two local hospitals and a mom to a 3rd grader. At the hospital we are wearing
increasing amounts of PPE (one is now requiring face shields/goggles and mask for every
encounter) and yet my child is back at school with no distancing, sick kids being sent to
school and optional masking. This is a huge public health failure and my child is not being kept
safe. It is beyond time masks are mandatory for elementary at the very least. Stop failing my
child who cannot be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 5:57 PM
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I believe if a parent wants their child to be masked then they can have their child wear a mask.
I think this is not something that should be required, especially at the elementary level. Prek
wearing masks? This is not socially or mentally good for children. We should have the choice.
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I do not approve of masking our children. It should be up to the student and or parents to mask
up.

8/13/2021 5:57 PM
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This decision should be left up to the parents. This is absolutely ridiculous! Children should
NOT be forced to wear masks. I have seen firsthand how this has ruined self esteem and they
don’t even work. Please do not mask our children.
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I do not support masking as a requirement in schools. If people want to wear masks on their
own accord, that is fine. I do not support mandating it.
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I would like to see a mandate for masks in Douglas County School District for grades K-6.
Because this group is not able to be vaccinated yet. Currently our school has an optional mask
policy and my daughter is the only one that wears one. She feels isolated and judged. The new
Delta variant puts school age children at higher risk for infection.
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Why not consider not taking advantage of parents and their money .

8/13/2021 5:57 PM
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Do not mandate masks! This is useless I will be looking into private schools if this happens.
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The gym my child attends has not had a mask policy in months and there have been no
issues. Have you ever tried to teach a child to read or speak with a mask on? There is no
scientific justification for masking under 12. Please do not do this. Let the parents be the
decision makers.

8/13/2021 5:56 PM
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All these kids do is just touch their filthy masks all day and then breath through them. It’s
basically pointless. They’re not wearing masks at home or anywhere else and they’re probably
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ineffectively wearing them at school and in general when they do. There has to be a negative
element to their development and learning when they can’t see each other’s faces and their
teacher’s faces. The psychological affect of teaching our kids that the people around them are
dangerous, even the very air they breathe, has to be considered. As a matter of practicality,
masking seems pointless but masking our children a second time around will almost certainly
be met with a much more aggressive and vehement resistance from parents and families. As
just a business matter and considering what has to be dealt with, it seems too much. It’s not
worth it to appease a handful of diluted hypochondriacs who refuse to recognize that these
disease is for the overwhelming most part, not life threatening to children.
4797

This is absolutely ridiculous to reinstate mask mandates. Was very damaging for the last
school year. Young children cannot understand what the teacher is saying and it is very
damaging to social skills. There is absolutely no science to back this up. With 4.2 million
children diagnosed, only .008 percentage of children died. We live in Arap county but have 2
young grand children that live with us part time. This is a shameful thing you are doing to our
children and I believe you all know it. When I picked my kindergartner up from school last year
his mask was always soaking wet and disgustingly dirty. Please tell me that is healthy for a 5
year old. How is parents worried about their child being bullied even a valid argument when
nothing has happened. A parent has every right to put a mask on their child but how dare you
penalize every child for a small minority, which I guarantee you this is. I have taken and picked
up my 1st grader for 5 days now and there is a miniscule amount of children wearing masks.
Don't penalize everyone for the vocal few!!!!

8/13/2021 5:56 PM

4798

These findings raise significant concerns, both medically and legally. Masks are ineffective for
the purpose claimed and potentially harmful, and only authorized for use by an EUA. Masks
are ineffective and in many ways they harm. It’s a myth that masks prevent viruses from
spreading. The overall evidence is clear: Standard cloth and surgical masks offer next to no
protection against virus-sized particles or small aerosols.1 There has been one large
randomized controlled trial that specifically examined whether masks protect their wearers
from the coronavirus. This study found mask wearing “did not reduce, at conventional levels of
statistical significance, the incidence of Sars-Cov-2-infection.”3 The size of a virus particle is
much too small to be stopped by a surgical mask, cloth or bandana. A single virion of SARSCoV-2 is about 60-140 nanometers or 0.1 microns.2 The pore size in a surgical mask is 2001000x that size. Consider that the CDC website states, “surgical masks do not catch all
harmful particles in smoke.” And that the size of smoke particles in a wildfire are ~0.5 microns
which is 5x the size of the SARS-CoV-2 virus! Wearing a mask to prevent catching SARSCoV-2, or similarly sized influenza, is like throwing sand at a chain-link fence: it doesn’t work.
Consider also, that the existence of more particles does not mean more virus. Research
shows less virus does not mean less illness. Dr. Kevin Fennelly, a pulmonologist at the
National Heart, Lung and Blood institute debunked the view that larger droplets are responsible
for viral transmission. Fennelly wrote: “current infection control policies are based on the
premise that most respiratory infections are transmitted by large respiratory droplets- i.e.,
larger than 5 [microns] – produced by coughing and sneezing, ...Unfortunately, that premise is
wrong.”4 Fennelly referenced a 1953 paper on anthrax that showed a single bacterial spore of
about one micron was significantly more lethal than larger clumps of spores.5 Exposure to one
virus particle is theoretically enough to cause infection and subsequent disease. This is not an
alarming thought - it simply means what it has always meant, that our immune system
protects us continually all our life.6 There have been hundreds of mask studies related to
influenza transmission done over several 7 Part of that evidence shows Bacteria are 50x larger
than virus particles.8 As such, virus particles can enter through the mask pores, yet bacteria
remain trapped decades. It is a well-established fact that masks do not stop viruses. “ that
cloth facemasks actually increase influenza-linked illness.” inside of the mask, resulting in the
mask-wearer continually exposed to the bacteria. Related to the 1918-1919 influenza
pandemic, there was almost universal agreement among experts, that deaths were virtually
never caused by the influenza virus itself but resulted directly from severe secondary
pneumonia caused by well-known bacterial “pneumopathogens” that colonized the upper
respiratory tract.9 Dr. Fauci and his National Institute of Health studied pandemics and
epidemics and concluded, “the vast majority of influenza deaths resulted from secondary
bacterial pneumonia.”10 All parties mandating the use of facemasks are not only willfully
ignoring established science but are engaging in what amounts to a whole school clinical
experimental trial. This conclusion is reached by the fact that facemask use and COVID-19
incidence are being reported in scientific opinion pieces promoted by the CDC and others.11
The fact is after reviewing ALL of the studies worldwide, the CDC found “no reduction in viral
transmission with the use of face masks.”12 Additionally, Children have been repeatedly shown
not to be drivers of this contagion. It is well- accepted that children have a statistically zero
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chance of dying from COVID. The CDC shows the K-12 mortality rate from or with COVID is
.00003.13 Any intervention, especially one that is prophylactic, must cause fewer harms to the
recipient than the infection. Since children have the lowest death rate from COVID infection,
the cost-benefit of requiring children to wear an investigational face-covering with emerging
safety issues is especially difficult to justify. Anthony
Fauciwasveryclearthatasymptomatictransmissionwasnotathreat. Hestated,“inallthehistory of
respiratory-borne viruses of any type, asymptomatic transmission has never been the driver of
outbreaks. The driver of outbreaks is always a symptomatic person.”14 Wearing respirators
come(s) with a host of physiological and psychological burdens. These can interfere with task
performances and reduce work efficiency. These burdens can even be severe enough to cause
life-threatening conditions if not ameliorated.15 Fifteen years ago, National Taiwan University
Hospital concluded that the use of N-95 masks in healthcare workers caused them to
experience hypoxemia, a low level of oxygen in the blood, and hypercapnia, an elevation in the
blood's carbon dioxide levels.16 Studies of simple surgical masks found significant reductions
in blood oxygen as well. In one particular study, researchers measured blood oxygenation
before and after surgeries in 53 surgeons. Researchers found the mask reduced the blood
oxygen levels significantly, and the longer the duration of wearing the mask, the greater the
drop in blood oxygen levels.17 Moreover, people with cancer, will be at a further risk from
hypoxia, as cancer cells grow best in a bodily environment that is low in oxygen. Low oxygen
also promotes systemic inflammation which, in turn, promotes “the growth, invasion and
spread of cancers.”18 Repeated episodes of low oxygen, known as intermittent hypoxia, also
“causes atherosclerosis” and hence increases “all cardiovascular events” such as heart
attacks, as well as adverse cerebral events like stroke.19 Furthermore, the mandatory mouth
mask in schools is a major threat to a child’s development. It ignores the essential needs of a
growing child. The well-being of children and young people is highly dependent on the
emotional connection with others. Masks create a threatening and unsafe environment, where
emotional connection becomes difficult.20 Informed consent is required for investigational
medical therapies. Regardless of the lack of safety and efficacy behind the decision to require
a child to wear a mask, it is illegal to mandate EUA approved investigational medical therapies
without informed consent. Mask use for viral transmission prevention is authorized for
Emergency Use only.21 Emergency Use Authorization by the FDA, means “the products are
investigational and experimental” only.22 The statute granting the FDA the power to authorize a
medical product of emergency use requires that the person being administered the unapproved
product be advised of his or her right to refuse administration of the product.23 This statute
further recognizes the well-settled doctrine that medical experiments, or “clinical research,”
may not be performed on human subjects without the express, informed consent of the
individual receiving treatment.24 The right to avoid the imposition of human experimentation is
fundamental, rooted in the Nuremberg Code of 1947, has been ratified by the 1964 Declaration
of Helsinki, and further codified in the United States Code of Federal Regulations. In addition to
the Unites States regarding itself as bound by these provisions, these principles were adopted
by the FDA in its regulations requiring the informed consent of human subjects for medical
research.25 The law is very clear; It is unlawful to conduct medical research (even in the case
of emergency), unless steps taken to ... secure informed consent of all participants.26
Furthermore, by requiring children to wear a mask, you are promoting the idea that the mask
can prevent or treat a disease, which is an illegal deceptive practice. It is unlawful to advertise
that a The FDA EUA for surgical and/or cloth masks explicitly states, “the labeling must not
state or imply... that the [mask] is intended for antimicrobial or antiviral protection or related, or
for use such as infection prevention or reduction.”28 As you can see from the image below,
masks do not claim to keep out viruses. product or service can prevent...disease unless you
possess competent and reliable scientific evidence... substantiating that the claims are true.27
Illegally mandating an investigational medical therapy generates liability. There are no efficacy
standards on child-sized masks and respirators under OSHA, but there are proven microbial
challenges as well as breathing difficulties that are created and exacerbated by masking
children. Requiring children to wear a mask sets the stage for contracting any infection,
including COVID- 19, and making the consequences of that infection much graver. In essence,
a mask may very well put children at an increased risk of infection, and if so, having a far
worse outcome.29 The fact that mask wearing presents a severe risk of harm to the wearer
should – standing alone – not be required for children, particularly given that these children are
not ill and have done nothing wrong that would warrant an infringement of their constitutional
rights and bodily autonomy. Promoting use of a non-FDA approved, Emergency Use
Authorized mask, is unwarranted and illegal. This mandate is in direct conflict with Section
360bbb-3€(1)(A)(ii)(I-III), which requires the wearer to be informed of the option to refuse the
wearing of such “device.” Misrepresenting the use of a mask as being intended for
antimicrobial or antiviral protection, and/or misrepresenting masks for use as infection

1361 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
prevention or reduction is a deceptive practice under the FTC. It is clear, there is no waiver of
liability under deceptive practices, even under a state of emergency. As such, forcing children
to wear masks, or similarly forcing use any other non-FDA approved medical product without
the child’s (or the child’s parental) consent, is illegal and immoral. 1
https://www.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?doi=10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.4221 2 Berenson,
A (November 24, 2020). Unreported Truths about Covid-19 and Lockdowns: Part 3: Masks 3
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-6817 4
https://www.thelanced.com/journals.lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30323-4/fulltext 5
https://www.thelanced.com/journals.lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30323-4/fulltext 6
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090313150254.htm 7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4420971/ 8 https://www.merriamwebster.com/words-at-play/virus-vs-bacteria-difference 9 The pathology and bacteriology of
pneumonia following influenza. Chapter IV, Epidemic respiratory disease. The pneumonias and
other infections of the respiratory tract accompanying influenza and measles, 1921 St,
LouisCV Mosby (p. 107-281) 10 https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/198/7/962/2192118 11
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-coverguidance.html 12 Nonpharmaceutical Measures for Pandemic Influenza in Nonhealthcare
Settings—Personal Protective and Environmental Measures, Jingyi Xiao1, Eunice Y. C. Shiu1,
Huizhi Gao, Jessica Y. Wong, Min W. Fong, Sukhyun Ryu, and Benjamin J. Cowling (Volume
26, Number 5, May of 2020). 13 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schoolschildcare/k-12-testing.html 14 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=X1orSO094uY 15 Arthur Johnson, Journal of Biological Engineering (2016). 16 The
Physiological Impact of N95 Masks on Medical Staff, National Taiwan University Hospital
(June 2005). 17 Bader A et al. Preliminary report on surgical mask induced deoxygenation
during major surgery. Neurocirugia 2008;19:12-126.. 18 Aggarwal BB. Nucler factor-kappaB:
The enemy within. Cancer Cell 2004;6:203-208, and Blaylock RL. Immunoexcitatory
mechanisms in glioma proliferation, invasion and occasional metastasis. Surg Neurol Inter
2013;4:15. 19 Savransky V et al. Chronic intermittent hypoxia induces atherosclerosis. Am J
Resp Crit Care Med 2007;175:1290-1297. 20 https://www.world-today-news.com/70-doctors-inopen-letter-to-ben-weyts-abolish-mandatory-mouth-mask-at- school-belgium/ 21
https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download 22 https://ca.childrenshealthdefense.org/wpcontent/uploads/CDE-Superintendent-Letter0from-Childrens-Health- Defense-CaliforniaChapter.pdf 23 21 U.S.C.§ S360bbb-3 (The FD&C Act) 24 21 U.S.C. § 360bbb-3(e)(1)(A)
(“Section 360bbb-3”) 25 C.F.R. § 50.20 26 http://www.invertedalchemy.com/2020/12/belief-isnot-medical-counter-measure.html, 21 C.F.R. § 50.23, 21 C.F.R. §50.20 21 C.F.R. § 50.24 27
FTC Act, 15 U.S. Code § 41 28 https://www.fda.gov/media/137121/download 29 Russell
Blaylock, Id. (quoting Shehade H et al. Cutting edge: Hypoxia-Inducible Factor-1 negatively
regulates Th1 function. J Immunol 2015;195:1372-1376. See also: Westendorf AM et al.
Hypoxia enhances immunosuppression by inhibiting CD4+ effector T cell function and
promoting Treg activity. Cell Physiol Biochem 2017;41:1271-84. See further: Sceneay J et al.
Hypoxia-driven immunosuppression contributes to the pre- metastatic niche. Oncoimmunology
2013;2:1 e22355.
4799

Based on the data provided by the CDC there is extremely low risk to elementary school aged
kids for contracting COVID-19. Therefore I feel strongly that masks should not be required
indoors.

8/13/2021 5:55 PM

4800

I fully support a family’s right to choose what they feel is best in regards to wearing masks. I
do NOT support any type of mask mandate to be forced upon students, staff, unvaccinated
people, etc. The masks kids wear to school are typically made of fabric or paper. Parents are
not sending their kids with N95 masks. The paper and fabric masks have proven to be
ineffective and instead a vehicle for more germs to spread causing respiratory issues in
children. Along with that you have social and psychological issues that are stemming from
children wearing masks - they are unnecessary for a sickness that has over a 99% survival
rate. We don’t mask our students and staff during the flu so there is zero reason to enforce
masks now.
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4801

The effects of long-term mask wearing in children has not been studied. I am worried that the
social and mental ramifications of masking children are much worse than the small risk COVID
presents to this set of the population. The numbers and facts don’t lie-children are extremely
unlikely to have a severe reaction to covid. In the year 2019, more children died from the fly
than have died in 18 months from Covid. We never considered masking for the flu and
shouldn’t consider it for this virus either. Tri-county health should be basing this decision on
data, real facts and what we currently see in our counties. Not public comment/opinion. I am
extremely unhappy that you would take anything under consideration in this matter other than
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what the facts are telling us, and that is children do not have ANY reason to be masked in this
situation.
4802

Children are much less susceptible to this virus, and I think we are weakening their overall
immunity by making them wear masks. We’ve lived with viruses forever, they’re not going
away now, masks or not. And our kids’ bodies need to learn how to fight them, not is trying to
ineffectively run from it. The only mask that’s shown to really prevent the spread anyway is
N95 and that’s if you wear it properly. There’s no way that’s going to happen in schools with
kids.
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Will not support mask mandate for my 2nd grader
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In my opinion there is no medical evidence that supports masking. If parents/ families aren’t
comfortable they should home school their children. Our kids education and mental health had
a significant negative impact last year and I have no intentions of allowing that to happen again
this year.
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I do not support masking in schools.
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4806

Stop masking our children! Let us parents decide what is best for our own children. Masks
don’t do anything especially for small children that are wearing them incorrectly 90% of the
time. They can’t keep them over their noses or they come home drenched in drool. They are
constantly adjusting them every time they talk which cause more contact of their hands to
their faces. Our family has worn masks since the start of the pandemic until mandates were
dropped and we were the sickest we have ever been. My husband and I both still caught covid,
our kids brought the stomach bug home from school, they brought home colds and they
brought home strep. Most families, including ours, have been vaccinated if able to. Our
children do not wear masks anywhere else and continue to remain healthy. Also, make it make
sense. How does wearing a mask in the classroom make sense but when recess comes covid
magically disappears and kids are free to take them off and play tag and hug their friends? Our
children deserve to see their teachers and classmates smiles. They deserve to hear their
teachers instructions and they not be muffled under a mask. It is more damaging to little kids
than it is helpful. People that want their children to wear masks have plenty of options. They
can send their kids to school in a mask, they can do online school and they can homeschool if
they are afraid for their children’s safety. How about we set kids wearing masks next to each
other in school to make everyone happy. That way they don’t come into close contact with the
ones not wearing them. When I pick up my children from school I see most kids not wearing a
mask. Don’t let the loud minority make our personal parenting decisions for the majority.
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It should be up to the parents of the kids to choose to wear a mask. Masks have proven to do
absolutely nothing. My kids will NOT wear a mask regardless of the mandate.
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The delta variant is highly contagious, and even in high schools only a portion of students are
vaccinated. Several people I know have gotten Covid even when vaccinated. Masks are
effective, but those that would like to wear them are embarassed to do so b/c nobody else is.
High schoolers are very sensitive to perceived peer pressure, and its not effective to ask them
to optionally mask. Please use the science-based mask mandate to reduce the spread of this
often long-term disabling disease.
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No masks for my kids!!!
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4810

Optional not mandatory. Common sense over knee jerk reactions.
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4811

As of August 2021, there has been ONLY 1 death from Covid-19 between the ages 1-18 years
of age here in Douglas county. Students & children are not a at risk for the virus, and it is
abusive to force kids to wear masks, and have them struggle for the sake of unvaccinated
adults. Wearing a cloth masks provides no protection, and is difficult for children to breathe,
they are constantly touching the mask, and difficult for students to focus on learning, see
facial expressions and makes them feel invisible. A mask mandate is not about caring for what
is best for children & teens educational needs, or even health....it is about controlling the
masses.
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My children are at a charter and private school’s and our administrations have done a
phenomenal job of making the decision to let parents decide if they want their kids to wear a
mask or not. If parents are worried then their kids should wear a mask. This is a personal
decision not to be dictated by a select few in government.
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The risk of children spreading coronavirus to adults should no longer be an issue. Adults
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concerned for their safety can get vaccinated. This is incredibly discouraging, that these
decisions are based on politics and not science. Children are much more at risk from RSV or
traumas such as car accidents or drownings, than from coronavirus. ENOUGH already.
ENOUGH. We will homeschool if masks are required again. Imagine keeping a mask on a 3
year old all day. This is ridiculous. Also, I’m a health care provider who treats children, with an
immunocompromised child of my own. I’ve read more peer-reviewed literature on this topic
than you can possibly imagine.
4814

Families and staff should be permitted to choose for themselves to wear masks.

8/13/2021 5:51 PM

4815

Absolutely masks should be mandatory at this time. Covid seems so be at this time a bigger
threat compared to last year. I vote for masks to be a must until the numbers are down
significantly for a period of time. Thank you
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4816

NO MASK MANDATES… it should be up to parents If they want their kids to wear masks to
school. And it should be up to the people who work in the schools to decide if they want to
wear a mask or not. It should be a personal decision, not a decision made by the government
or a health department…

8/13/2021 5:51 PM

4817

Above all else, I respect a parent/teacher/staff’s right to choose. I am exhausted by fear-driven
policy making. Universal masking is detrimental to development and learning which is the
reason we send our children to school. We need to remind ourselves the reason we have
school, it’s not to employ teachers and administrators, it is to educate our children. I am
angered by policy makers making decisions with the best-interests of teachers and
administrators in mind, and not the students. The covid slide, depression, loneliness, suicide,
those are more detrimental to our children than Covid.
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If masks are mandated again this year, we will pull our kids out of public school and gather
others who are fed up with this ridiculousness to start our own in home schooling. We will
recruit more as well. I know other people who’ve already done this and their kids are thriving. If
you want to see a mass exodus of students, try the shenanigans again. It’s child abuse and I
won’t stand for it anymore.
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If evaluating what is currently happening in the schools while free choice is being given it
becomes very clear that more kids want to continue to have the choice. Mandates take away
freedoms that should not be impeded on. Schools schools continue to provide opportunities for
students to attend remotely, for choice in mask wearing & continue to honor laws where
someone’s medical choices are not to be asked. Mask wearing is detrimental to the well being
of our children and the mental health repercussions that will and are becoming evident in how
we have managed our response to this pandemic are only goi g to become more an more
harmful.

8/13/2021 5:50 PM

4820

As a mom in Douglas County and a teacher in Elizabeth Schools, I believe masking in schools
is imperative. One responsibility of public schools is to protect the children in our care.
Ignoring this seems a huge disservice and liability. It is my job as a teacher to educate and
care for my students, not cater to loud, unhappy, demanding families opinions about personal
rights and choice.
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Masks cause bacteria pneumonia and very unhealthy. Please do not lie and say the majority
voted on this. I am in the schools and the majority are maskless!
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Please do not require our kids to wear masks at school. It is unhealthy and the only reason I
sent my kids back to school is because they didn't have to wear a mask. Most kids at all the
schools don't wear masks which should tell you that most people don't want to wear them. The
few who do want to wear them are free to wear them. Kids who don't want to wear a mask
shouldn't be forced to just because a few people want to wear them. We have been forced to
wear masks for long enough. Kids need to be at school and be able to talk to friends and play
and be kids. Please stop taking this away from them.
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We can not wait for Delta variant to put kids and adults at risk. Mandate masking now so we
can keep kids in school. The most important thing for our kids is to keep them in school and
we know masks work. Frankly, this is about following the science and I don’t understand why
this has turned into a public poll. As public medical advisors, you must make the right call and
mandate masks right now. All you have to do is see what’s happening in other parts of the
country to know it’s only a matter of time that Delta variant spreads in our schools. AT LEAST
mandate masks until elementary kids can get vaccinated. At least then they will be protected
when their fellow students (who don’t believe in science) decide to not wear masks. You may
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have “strongly recommended” masks, but there is less than 5% masks in my children’s
elementary school. The fact that my kids wear their masks does not protect them. Parents
saying that it should be their choice so not understand that I have no choice in protecting my
kids if their child is the one who is sick, not wearing a mask. Enough is enough. If they don’t
want to get vaccinated or wear masks, then they can stay home or put their kids in a private
school that bans masks. This is public school and you have a duty to protect all students and
the entire public, even if it’s not a popular opinion. Thank you.
4824

No masks

8/13/2021 5:50 PM
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With low risk of illness comorbidities with Covid in children under 12 years it does not make
sense to mandate masks in this age group to spite not being able to be vaccinated. Illness
risks revolve around the teachers and staff which have had the opportunity to be vaccinated.
Those parents truest concerned for their child have had ample opportunity to move to and
online curriculum.
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4826

Per CDC guidelines, please require masks!!! I have three children ages 10, 8, and 6. I am a
lawyer at a national firm and last week we started requiring masks for all visitors regardless of
vaccination status. It is crazy that the District is not requiring masks!!! It is the number one
effective tool against transmission apart from vaccination. Don’t compromise on safety.
Children cannot yet be vaccinated and it is our responsibility to protect them. The CDC and
every doctor recommends it. Please, please please require masks.
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Please please please issue a mask mandate for at the very least all students 11 ans under
who aren’t eligible for the vaccine yet and for all staff who work with those students.

8/13/2021 5:49 PM

4828

My kids have said they would rather go to school with friends. So they will wear the masks.
Also with a family with underling conditions we will support it.
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Masking students is abuse. They should not have to sit in a classroom all say with a mask on.
My kids work productivity is down, it makes them tired, angry and gives them overall anxiety.
Our children’s mental health should be a priority.
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We deserve the right to make informed choices for our children. We should be using evidence
based research to make decisions.

8/13/2021 5:49 PM

4831

My children are more likely to die from the seasonal flu or be struck by lightning than die of
COVID. The data FROM THE CDC states that out of 40,396 mortalities among children (11
and under) since the start of 2020, fewer than 200 total cases were solely due to COVID.
That’s less than “half of one percent” of all children who have died in the last year and a half,
per the numbers. If you truly want to follow the science, then follow it. There is absolutely no
justifiable reason to mandate masks. Leave it up to PARENTS to decide what is best for their
children.

8/13/2021 5:49 PM

4832

Kids need to be in school without masks to learn and grow. When they can’t see others
mouths and expressions it impairs their learning. Also personally my son has glasses and it is
hard for him too wear a mask without his glasses fogging up. Remote learning has been made
possible for those who are not comfortable with being in public schools and they should take
advantage of that!

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4833

PLEASE implement a mask mandate. As a parent of a two children in the DCSD and a
healthcare provider who works with a national healthcare organization and interacts with
hospitals and health systems across the nation on a daily basis, we are going to be facing the
Delta variant and numerous other variants for some time, especially until we see the vaccine
approved (and doses administered) for all (i.e. under 12 years of age). It is concerning how the
Delta variant is infecting children. They are requiring more complex and critical care than we
observed with the original strain. In addition, viral mutations will continue to occur until we see
greater uptake with vaccination. We have no idea at this point what the long-term effects are of
this virus even if people exhibit mild symptoms when initially infected. In an ideal world, people
would recognize masking as a short inconvenience for the greater good of the community.
Unfortunately, this is not the case. People are refusing to get the vaccine (even if they are
eligible and able) due to mis/dis-informed reasons. The majority of those individuals are also
the ones who refuse to mask even though it is "recommended" and refuse to stay home even
when exhibiting symptoms. These behaviors just result in continued spread and ultimately
negatively impact our communities, and more importantly our children, by exacerbating the
spread of the virus. Our children deserve the best opportunity to get a great education in the
DCSD which is in-person school. Given the current environment and trends observed

8/13/2021 5:48 PM
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throughout the country, requiring masks is our best tool to minimize sickness and disruption
until all school age children are approved and those that are able, receive, a vaccine. This
should be implemented for ALL schools regardless of the age of the students. My high
schooler recognizes he could pass the virus to his 11-year old middle school sister – it would
be great if the adults in our community could exhibit the same degree of data-driven common
sense.
4834

Please require masks, especially in the elementary schools where children are not vaccinated.
In that situation, there's no way to have 70% vaccination in the building. My kindie is good at
wearing a mask, it does not hurt the majority of people to try and protect our littlest family
members while they are at school.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4835

I work in a school and have 5 children, 3 of whom are too young to be vaccinated. Keeping my
3 youngest kids in school AND safe from Covid is a priority. A mask mandate will do that.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4836

We do not support masks in schools. It should be a personal/family choice. ONLY.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4837

I don’t support mask wearing as our kids have been through enough and one of my children is
vaccinated and did so because she was lead to believe she wouldn’t have to wear a mask
again. Please don’t masks our children as their voice needs to be heard so they can learn and
grow.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4838

Please consider a mask mandate for the under 12 year olds until they are able to be
vaccinated. Delta seems to be hitting this crowd much harder than previous variants, and the
current percentage of kids participating in optional masking is not going to come close to
stopping the spread of this more contagious variant of Covid-19. Please protect our kids
because no one else has stepped up to do it yet. The schools in the South are shutting down
because of cases. Hospitals in many states are full. We don't want to get to this point before
we take precautions because then it will be too late. Masking is a simple and effective way to
help prevent the spread. It's inexpensive and will save lives.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4839

I know many people throughout the US whose kids went to school all last year without masks
and it wasn’t an issue. PLEASE do not consider masking our kids. It’s been obvious for many
months now that schools are not super spreaders and that the majority of kids are not affected
by COVID. PLEASE JUST STOP THIS MADNESS.

8/13/2021 5:48 PM

4840

I would wholeheartedly be in support of kids masking in schools. We have an obligation to
protect the children who are not able to get the vaccine.

8/13/2021 5:47 PM

4841

Given the highly transmissible Delta variant, safety while at school is of utmost importance. In
order to avoid shutting schools down, a mask mandate is necessary. I know of multiple school
systems, including one in Chattanooga, TN, who had originally planned for no masks but had
to change because of high rates of infection.

8/13/2021 5:47 PM

4842

I feel that whether or not we may ask our children is a personal choice of the parents and the
child. Just like it would be a personal choice for a teacher who preferred masking while
teaching.

8/13/2021 5:47 PM

4843

I have a really difficult time understanding why preventative measures like a cloth over a
child’s mouth would NOT be taken at this time. COVID cases are on the rise everywhere in
this country and it’s only a matter of time, likely less time than we wish or expect, that we will
all be in a devastating situation with the delta variant. All one needs to do is read the news to
see what’s happening in neighboring and nearby states with the impact to children. Massive
exposure within schools, running out of beds in children’s hospitals, babies being flown out of
state because of lack of health care providers… It’s all we can do at this time to delay this
outcome here. We need to mask our kids until we can get them vaccinated. It’s a race against
time and if we aren’t taking preventative measures now then we will be in the same boat as TX
and FL in a short amount of time. We will lose the race. Please use common sense and help
us protect our children.

8/13/2021 5:46 PM

4844

Under no circumstances should children be forced to wear masks. This is a decision that
should be made by the parents. Children this young are not at risk of getting Covid or if they do
get it they are not likely to die from it. The flu is much more concerning for kids and we've
never masked them for that. It is also psychologically devastating for these young kids to nor
be able to see their friends faces and see their teachers mouths when they are trying to learn.
There have been no long term studies at the consequences of wearing masks for long periods
of time and they are not very useful at stopping the spread of respiratory illnesses like covid.

8/13/2021 5:46 PM
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Please do not take away our choice in this matter! If parents want to mask their kids then that
is their decision, not yours.
4845

Everyone should be given a choice whether or not to wear masks and what is best for their
families. A mandate goes against agency and those who have already done all that was asked
of them, masks, vaccines, social distancing, etc. it is time for people to be responsible for
themselves and make their own choices and let kids be kids. I knowingly and educationally
make decisions for my family and understand the consequences of my choices. In no way is
mandating masks accomplishing it. Not to mention my all 5 kids HATED wearing them but did
to only because they had to. Super sad childhood for them.

8/13/2021 5:46 PM

4846

So far, people have already been getting sick with no masking. It is important to mask up
especially with the variants going around.

8/13/2021 5:46 PM

4847

We support choices being made by each family/individual. We would immediately pull our
students out of school and enroll them in an alternate online school which would also take our
students $ away. We need to teach our children about choices and respect!

8/13/2021 5:46 PM

4848

We have 3 daughters in public school. One is old enough to be vaccinated (which she is) and
two who are too young. The older one has already been exposed to someone who tested
positive for covid at school (she was exposed on the first day of school). The two younger
ones are among the few at school who wear a mask and we are concerned for the health of the
little kids who are unable to get the vaccine and will potentially get exposed because very few
are currently wearing masks in school.

8/13/2021 5:45 PM

4849

I believe masking is a family/parental choice and it SHOULD NOT be dictated by the school
district or TCH.

8/13/2021 5:45 PM

4850

No masks...especially for those who have been vaccinated. It is an individuals choice.

8/13/2021 5:45 PM

4851

My family is strongly in favor of masking in school. We have 3 children in elementary school,
and an infant at home. We fear that our school aged children could expose our baby to COVID19, as mask wearing is not common at our school. Our 4th grader is the only child in his class
to wear a mask every day, and feels singled out because of it. Please consider universal
masking in our schools.

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4852

I strongly oppose any mask mandates for an age of children.

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4853

I will pull my daughter who is already nervous about starting pre-school and is not comfortable
wearing masks.

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4854

Oh my god I cannot believe you are trying to mask our children again. It is not normal. You
should be ashamed of yourself!!!!!!!!!!! Give them freedom to breathe freely. Fresh air will keep
their immune system strong. They will be depressed if you mask them again. Parents should
have the right to decide what is the best for their child. So PLEASE keep the masks optional
like it is in private schools. Thank you!

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4855

Masking has made a negative impact on my children. They are uncomfortable, hot, and have a
hard time learning due to the fact that they cannot see the mouths of their peers and teachers
during school. While I fully respect the option to wear masks, I strongly feel there is absolutely
no prevalent reason to require them of all children.

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4856

Douglas County

8/13/2021 5:44 PM

4857

I do not support masking of my children. It is absolutely ridiculous and shouldn’t even be
considered for the children. They aren’t the ones who are caring the virus and they aren’t the
ones who are contracting the virus. They need to see other children’s faces and they need to
see their teachers face to learn. My children cried when I mentioned masks this year.

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

4858

Let parents decide whether their children should wear a mask. A mandate should come with
solid data evidence that masking makes a significant difference in spreading illness. Masks
cannot just be a way to make people feel safe. You undermine public confidence in your ability
to manage a health crisis when the data shows a minimal effect at best. Yet you consistently
pull the mask lever because of the refusal to consider other measures like encouraging early
treatment.

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

4859

I support an indoor mask mandate fit all students, staff, volunteers, and visitors.

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

4860

No masks!

8/13/2021 5:43 PM
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4861

There should not be a mask mandate put in place for children in schools.

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

4862

I believe masks should be mandatory for all students and staff

8/13/2021 5:43 PM

4863

Scientific evidence supports mask wearing indoors and among younger populations who tend
to be less vaccinated than other portions of the population at large. It is unclear who is
unvaccinated without requiring vaccination evidence to be presented. Furthermore, vaccinated
populations can transmit and, to a lesser degree, contract the disease. Youth, whether
vaccinated or not, can carry the disease to at risk populations as well. I fully support universal
masking at all indoor school settings in advance and as prevention of another major public
health crisis as last year.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

4864

I am a mother with a young, healthy kindergarten child in Douglas County school district.
Mandating masks on weak, unsupported claims due to fear based tactics is exactly an
example we do not need to be setting for our children. Their developmental milestones depend
on face to face interaction & learning from example. It is our responsibility to provide an
environment where our children feel safe enough to explore, learn, and interact. Not where they
are constantly treated like they are sick, setting a precedent that their body is not their choice,
where they are encouraged to limit human interaction. We trust that our schools will continue to
stand up for our children, so we are not ultimately forced to stand against the schools. While
there is no option to select this on your form, we do support the CHOICE to mask, we do not
support mandating. Thank you.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

4865

1.CDC and American Academy of pediatrics highly recommend masking. 2. Under 12 are not
able to be vaccinated and the schools should be providing the safest environment for them. It
has been proven that even vaccinated persons can carry and transmit the virus and therefore
anyone working with children should absolutely be wearing a mask. By not doing so the school
is showing their lack of concern for their students. As a parent of a young child this is very
heartbreaking to witness. 3. Schools are a big part of communities. Our community has a high
level of transmission. It is the responsibility of the schools to be responsible in lowering the
transmission rate in the schools which in turn will help lower community spread as well. 4. I
appreciate DCSD and Tri-health wanting to hear from the parents but you have to know by
opening up a “discussion” you are inviting a shouting match on Monday. People have high
emotional personal opinions. Honestly it doesn’t matter what anyone has to say. You should
only be making educated fact based health decisions and not worrying about who is going to
be upset about it. Enough talk. Take action. Make the right decision to keep our families safe.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

4866

I urge you to continue with the current guidelines and keep mask wearing choices at the
discretion of individuals and families. While there is no evidence proving that mask wearing by
children within the schools last year provided any benefit, the downside needs to be
considered as well. Many children (including my own) suffered depression, anxiety, and health
consequences from the mask wearing mandate during the previous school year. I cannot bear
to pickup my child from school in tears anymore over this issue. Please let parents decide for
themselves what the best course of action is for their families. Thank you.

8/13/2021 5:42 PM

4867

Children are the lowest risk group! I believe it it cruel to make them wear masks at ages where
they are developing social skills a lot of which are learned using expressions (facial
expressions). The flu is more deadly to children but we don’t freak out and make kids wear
masks every flu season.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4868

My husband and I do not support a mask mandate in any way. Those that want to be
vaccinated, are. Those that do not, haven’t. Everyone at this point needs to make the best
educated decision for themselves without requiring students and teachers to wear a hot,
sweaty mask all day long in school.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4869

We do not wish for our children to wear masks at school. The mental health concern is far
greater than the risk posed by COVID to them.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4870

Let's pay attention to experts and scientist, not make decision on what someone's neighbor
who is a plumber told them about masking. Common sense. Stop fearing backlash of antimaskers. If kids start getting really sick and you didn't mandate it, it's on you!

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4871

Masks save lives. We want our children to stay in school and adding this measure of
protection is proven to work!

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4872

The plan to make masks optional goes against the guidance of both the Centers for Disease
Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics; ignores the science on COVID transmission
in kids and on the effectiveness of masks; and fails to give our youngest kids—who are not

8/13/2021 5:41 PM
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yet vaccine eligible but will be soon—a chance to evade infection after over a year of sacrifice.
All available evidence indicates that SARS-CoV-2 will spread wildly in schools without
mitigation efforts—including universal masking—firmly in place. The CDC and the American
Academy of Pediatrics agree; both agencies have released guidance indicating that schools
should mandate masks for students, staff, and visitors. As a local leader, you should listen to
them. The Delta variant is MUCH more transmissible - what worked last school year will not
work this year. The age distribution of new infections and hospitalizations has shifted
downward, with young kids representing a greater proportion of infections and hospitalizations
than in previous months. This will only get worse with kids returning to school without required
masking and other mitigation strategies in place. The science is clear on COVID and kids is
clear: children can be infected with SARS-CoV-2, can get sick with and die of COVID-19, and
can spread the virus to others. Families are depending on you to follow the science and protect
the health and safety of our kids and community. The science supports masks in schools.
Wearing masks is a small sacrifice to make in order to ensure that our kids can remain safe
while going to go to school, which we know is important for their intellectual, social, and
emotional development.
4873

It has been scientifically proven that masks are 0% effective in stopping the virus. The virus is
so minuscule, it can go through any type of mask. This is not about science or facts., this is
about control. No one and no mask can stop a virus. They are designed to “go viral”. If you
believe these mandates stop or prevent viruses you are spreading disinformation.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4874

I am the father of a second grader and a fifth grader who are currently two of the few kids
wearing masks at their school. They are too young to really understand why they have to wear
a mask while none of their friends or classmates do, and so feel like they are being singled out
for punishment. How do you explain to a child that they are now responsible for protecting
themselves because all of the adults in charge of their school have failed them? With the huge
spikes in COVID-19 cases recently due to the delta variant and the scientific consensus firmly
on the side of mask usage, I don't see how any reasonable person could be against requiring
all unvaccinated people (which includes all of the students in all of the elementary schools in
the district) to wear masks while indoors. It is criminal to ignore sound scientific and medical
advice which would help keep our children safe during a pandemic that has killed millions in
order to cater to anti-science community members who scream at board meetings. Your job is
to promote health, not to win a popularity contest. Numerous scientific and medical
communities, including the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics, all recommend
universal indoor masking in schools. School districts all around the state are making the
difficult decision to require masks in order to keep our children safe. It is past time that
Douglas County does the same.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4875

Both of my kids are in elementary school (kinder and 3rd) and I want them to wear masks ,
however they are each one of the few in their classes and do not keep them on during the day.
Not having masks required puts teachers and parents in a difficult position because neither
can enforce it when not required. The de facto result of recommended but not required means
that kids won’t mask regardless of parents wishes without teacher and peer enforcement. I
would prefer in person learning and if masks will help keep schools open we are 100% in
support especially for 11 and under.

8/13/2021 5:41 PM

4876

With more children being impacted by the Delta variant, and cases creeping higher than they
were last summer, why would we not play it safe, just to pander to partisan politics and
reckless conspiracy theories vs. ensuring our children’s safety? We know that this disease is
highly contagious. We know that children are getting Covid at rates previously unseen. We
know that it’s even more contagious in indoor settings … yet we mandate masks on busses
for field trips (that have actual windows and air filters our classes do not) but not in
classrooms? We’re defying science, logic, American Academy of Pediatrics and CDC
recommendations… why? This is especially dangerous in K-12 schools.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4877

Please require kids 11 and under to wear masks. We are not there to make sure they are
protected.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4878

No mask for children. As parents were have a choice if we wants our children to wear a mask.
This is a parents choice not the schools choice.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4879

Strong recommendations on masking are not working. The vast majority of children and adults
in our schools are choosing not to. Per the CDC and the AAP all people in schools regaurdless
of vaccination status should be masked. It’s time to mandate.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4880

I am a teacher and a parent. I support a mask mandate for all staff and students. When we

8/13/2021 5:40 PM
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talk about the layered approach, masks are something that all can do. Space is not always an
option.
4881

This is simple. Anyone who argues against masking in schools bears responsibility for children
potentially dying. We all wear seatbelts and have put our kids in car seats for obvious reasons,
even though the risk of a car accident to an individual is relatively low. This is no different.
Stop the anti-mask and anti-vaccine bull crap, let’s mask up, get these kids masked up and in
school SAFELY, and let’s stop the new variants in their tracks so we can all go back to living
our lives.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4882

Every family should have the right to decide for themselves. If people are concerned, wear a
mask. I want my children to have real people experiences seeing facial expressions and
smiles. They have been through too much to create more of a feeling of isolation through
masks. Give us a choice!!!

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4883

Do not mask our children. If you want masks wear one. No one will stop you.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4884

Stop this madness now!

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4885

I absolutely oppose masks! The kids wear them filthy, there’s no way it’s healthy. I feel it
makes the immune system weaker just like a child that’s never exposed to anything is usually
more sick than those who mingle. I oppose masks for staff as well! There just isn’t data to
support it.

8/13/2021 5:40 PM

4886

Consideration for adults with children in school should be looked at. Kids might heal faster or
carry the virus with no symptoms. However when coming home from school they can give it to
older adult family members that do t have the ability to fight it off as well. Rather keep kids
safe from spreading the virus than have a mom or dad in the hospital knowing they brought it
home. Teenagers feel they are above the rules so why an option to wear vs not wear, they will
always choose not to from peer pressure.

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

4887

Children should NOT have to wear masks at school. They have gone through enough. If you
look at the numbers, spreading is not happening at the schools and children are not getting
deathly ill. This decision will unfortunately make me pull my children from in person school and
more likely enroll them into a private school.

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

4888

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE DO NOT MAKE MASKS MANDATED!!!!!! They are so hard to
breathe in and do absolutely nothing for anyone!!!! I beg you to let parents and staff decide for
themselves. My husband is in law enforcement and the amount of suicides increased
TREMENDOUSLY in the past year! Please don’t do this to our children or teachers again!!!!! It
is so imperative to their education to be able to see everyone’s faces and to be able to hear
other speak. Please, with all that is in me, don’t mandate masks in schools again!!

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

4889

Masks should be up to the families to decide if they want to wear them or not. We do not want
masks mandated.

8/13/2021 5:39 PM

4890

I don’t believe masks provide any protection what so ever. We’ve started the year without so
should keep it that way. Masks only keep one who’s wearing one germs to yourself as soon as
you touch it which is impossible not to do going about your day it negates the mask
completely. Try telling a 5 year old to not touch a cake when you set it on their face…. Not
gonna happen… there’s absolutely no scientific proof masks benefit wearing them out side of
where they were originally intended and tested useful for and that’s within the confines of a
sanitary hospital or clean room are they only truly affective in no way are they outside that
environment period.

8/13/2021 5:38 PM

4891

Vaccinated students should not have to wear masks. The mental health aspects of this need
to be considered.

8/13/2021 5:38 PM

4892

We don’t need to be told what to do. Let our kids see each others face. Kids are not affected.
Get your stats correct. NO MANDATORY MASKS. Time to quit falling for this.

8/13/2021 5:37 PM

4893

I have two kids, each on very different learning levels. My oldest is in advanced classes and
when it comes to the masks , the muffled voices and inability to keep a steady breathe greatly
affected him last year, and when he began to struggle more he took it in a way that he was
failing and not that the mask mandate was failing him. My Younger is in fourth grade this year
and sufferers from not so commonly know brain functions, like dyslexia and dysgraphia, as
well as other learning struggles. With these two conditions specifically, the mask not only
messes with his ability to learn but also depth perception. This would cause him to mess up on

8/13/2021 5:37 PM
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his work or cause to not be able to see what he was doing, as a result he wanted to give up.
The mask would also make things like playing or even walking in the halls hard for him as it
would mess with his depth perception, causing him to fall or injure himself. My husband and I
worked all year building them up and helping the best we could but you all pushed our kids
down with the mask mandate. One last point last year in Science class both my boys learned
about the dangers of carbon dioxide and how it can suffocate one, is this not what the mask is
doing? Thank you.
4894

No masks!!!!!!

8/13/2021 5:37 PM

4895

My two children, who are both under the age of 12 years and are not able to receive a COVID19 vaccination because of their age, attend 2 different elementary schools within DCSD. I
believe that all children under the age of 12 years and school staff/visitors should wear a mask
to help slow the spread of COVID-19. My support for a mask-wearing mandate is naturally
because I want my own children to be safe and not contract the virus, but also to help control
the spread of the virus to others inside and outside their schools. One must understand that
the virus would not be contained to any one school or area, and it would spread via
extracurricular activities or simply going into a store, restaurant, or any other building. The
rapid spread of the virus could potentially result in another lockdown that I am certain no one
wants, especially with another holiday season just around the corner. Schools would be forced
to go back to eLearning, putting stress yet again on parents to juggle with their jobs. All
progress toward returning to "normal" has the potential to be lost. If that can be avoided simply
by wearing a mask, then we should all do that.

8/13/2021 5:37 PM

4896

The data shows children are not at risk in the same manner as adults and do not need to mask
unless it is by family choice. All adults have access to vaccines so there is no reason to force
kids to mask and miss the essential aspects of relationships,learning and connection in
school.

8/13/2021 5:37 PM

4897

I have two students in DCSD. I 100% oppose mandating masks for our students in schools.
My kids struggled last year due to masks in every area from academic struggles, not being
able to hear or understand their teachers, to social struggles with depression. They both have
asthma and cannot breathe well with a mask on all day as well. We enrolled our kids based on
the school district’s intention to allow parents the freedom to make these important decisions
for our own children. Please don’t force us to take them out of the schools that they love.

8/13/2021 5:36 PM

4898

Show me science based statistics on children in Colorado who have died from Covid, not died
of covid with cancer or another Illness etc. I specifically want to know about the deaths not
kids who have contracted it.

8/13/2021 5:36 PM

4899

Masking is only one of the possibilities why is there no comment/implementation of
surveillance testing In the schools vs defaulting to masking. Test the you have data to react to
at each location. Federal funding and state support was announced by the governor this week
including having a contractor providing the service. You should not make this decision one
week after school has started. Test first.

8/13/2021 5:36 PM

4900

Please do not make our children wear masks. If parents want this it should be a choice not a
mandate.

8/13/2021 5:36 PM

4901

Please leave masking optional at parents discretion

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4902

I do not support wearing masks by force for my kids. They both had headaches daily when
they had to do this last year. This should not be forced. COVID has a 99.9 percent recovery
rate and barely affects children. The masks are doing more harm than good. We didn’t wear
them all summer anywhere and my kids were at crowded indoor places with lots of people and
germs. Guess what, not sick even once. If this is mandated again I will pull my kids out of
public schools. This is a joke.

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4903

Masking should be a personal choice. Student safety should be being able to see everyone’s
faces. Wash hands and stay hydrated to stay healthy!!

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4904

Please do not mandate masks - leave it up to parents choice!!!!!! Just because there is a loud
group asking for a mask mandate doesn't mean they're the majority!

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4905

Masking should have been in place at the start of the school year. It is reckless and absolutely
irresponsible to not be requiring masks for ALL Elementary aged and any Middle/High
unvaccinated students. For Tri County and Douglas County to continue to cater to parents that
are yelling for no masks is absurd. They are the exact same population that votes AGAINST

8/13/2021 5:35 PM
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school funding and wanted to pull away from Tri County Health last year. DO THE RIGHT
THING no matter what the loud, hateful voices are calling for. Kids’ lives are at stake.
4906

As long as vaccinations are available to high school students, masks should not be mandated
in schools

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4907

Our children have had to mask at school for 18 months under the pretense that they would
return to normal as soon as the vaccine was out to health care workers then the line was
pushed back to include teachers and now there is no more line. If your and your child want to
make, please do so. Those that do not want to, should not be forced to. Wearing a mask has
impeded not only learning in the classroom but not being able to hear or be heard properly but
it has slowed children’s’ social skills by not being able to see others’ faces.

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4908

I've seen first hand how the mask mandates don't work and cause anxiety in our kids.

8/13/2021 5:35 PM

4909

please require masks for everyone at school. I have 2 young children that cannot be
vaccinated yet and am worried that impact Delta is having on a higher percentage of children

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4910

Masking in schools is child abuse. It dehumanizes them and the risks of children dying of
Covid does not exist. If adults are vaccinated then why do we care if the children protect the
adults? There are more Health risks to kids wearing masks then there are for them not to. I will
not stand for my child to wear a mask another year. I will pull them from any school and school
district that does and home school

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4911

Please do not mandate masking for our children. Our son has been super happy and excited
about his first week back in school and if you put in mandatory masking I think it would ruin his
learning and overall school experience. I also think it would make it hard for him adjust in his
new community. Masking has not been proven to prevent virus like covid and children need to
have their immune systems adapt to virus to build a natural immunity

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4912

I don’t believe my 5 year old son needs to wear a mask in Kindergarten. He attended pre-K last
year without a mask.

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4913

Too many areas where the cdc lies about masks working! They don’t!

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4914

Survival is 99.998%! We don’t mask for influenza and other health issues we don’t need to
mask for covid. I refuse to have my child learn in an environment detrimental to their health
emotionally and physically. Do not do this to our kids! We WILL pull from the district and
homeschool! I do not support masking under any circumstances for my children! Period!

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4915

I do not think it is safe for my grandchildren to wear a mask for 7-8 hours a day. I think parents
should decide what is best for their children and not have a mandate for all. I wish there was
another choice for question #4. I believe masking should be allowed for anyone who desires to
wear one.

8/13/2021 5:34 PM

4916

I prefer it to continue to be up to each individual on if they were a mask or not

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4917

Let each individual exercise their own right to wear masks. No mandate! To make a child wear
a mask is child abuse. Those who need to due their own family and health decisions may do
so; this is America! Free choice!

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4918

I have 4 kids going at ERE and they had to wear masks last year. It put a stress on them and
on me as a mom having them wear a mask or seeing them wear it. Knowing how hard they
breathe through it for so many hours a day. Masks are horrible and we are against them !!

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4919

I would like masks to be mandated in schools.

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4920

Masking is absolutely necessary to protect our children that cannot yet be vaccinated!

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4921

I am a Jeffco educator and my children attend/will attend Dougco schools. In my experience it
is parents that have problems with masks, not students. Kids are very adaptable and probably
will do anything to stay learning in person, including masking. My number one priority is to
keep my children learning in person as safely as possible. Masks aren't perfect but the
science demonstrates they do help. Anything that improves safety, even a little bit, is worth
mandating. Especially in populations where kids are ineligible to be vaccinated. Of course if
you just recommend masks, most kids will prefer not to where them. I would prefer masks be
mandated, at least in schools with students who aren't eligible for vaccines, but would prefer
they be mandated in all schools.

8/13/2021 5:33 PM

4922

Hello, I am writing in hope of speaking for those who do not. I am not alone in thinking this

8/13/2021 5:33 PM
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mask outrage is absolutely ridiculous. For now my decision to not send my child to a dcsd
school remains, unless there is a change. My son is 2 and he will not be "mandated" to wear a
mask. This is not healthy as I have personally experienced mask wearing for long hours of the
day and often left feeling ill and light headed. If a parent/child wants to wear a mask let it be
their choice. As this virus does not affect young children and adults are or able to be
vaccinated, there should be no consideration. I will continue to pay close attention to decisions
being made and if this continues my decision has been final.
4923

One of the great mercies of Covid is that it has not impacted children, even those that are too
young for the vaccine. This has been born out in multiple studies. Children, statistically, are at
extremely low risk from Covid. Mandatory masking is counter the available science and, in
light of the low risk, is an unnecessary burden on children. Concerns about unvaccinated
adults is misplaced. Unvaccinated adults have accepted a risk that is their own. Children who
are exceptionally low risk and vaccinated adults should not bear the brunt of decisions by
selfish teachers and staff who have decided to go unvaccinated. If they end up with a
significant case of Covid, that is on them. It is time to put children first. It is also time to
rationally accept risk. Zero risk is not a reasonable goal. Making children wear masks all day is
tantamount to safety theater. It is not clear yet what kind of damage this is doing to children.

8/13/2021 5:32 PM

4924

1. Masks are useless and do not even stop the coronavirus particle from penetrating the mask.
2. Subjecting children to mask-wearing for 7+ hours/day creates a disgusting situation on their
mask that includes bacteria, parasites, and fungi. https://headlinehealth.com/lab-finds-11dangerous-pathogens-on-childrens-masks/ 3. Immunocompromised individuals, if over 12,
have the opportunity to get fully vaccinated to prevent catching covid. If they are severely
immunocompromised and cannot be vaccinated then they can wear a mask inside or
participate in virtual learning. The majority of children should not bear the brunt of the select
few that have a weakened immune system. 4. The PSYCHOLOGICAL impact of wearing
masks inside is irreversible and damaging! Children need to know that this is not normal and
they do not need to live in fear of their friends and neighbors. Younger children may need to
see lips moving when being spoken to for their speech development.
https://greatmountainpublishing.com/2021/06/12/children-wearing-masks-will-suffer-irreversiblebrain-damage/

8/13/2021 5:32 PM

4925

I feel that it is TCHD's responsibility to ensure, through public health measures, that all
schools within their purview provide a safe learning environment. I understand that TCHD was
hopeful that their strong recommendations would be followed by schools and a majority of the
community, but it seems, that as districts are only recommending masks rather than
mandating them and the community is not taking those recommendations seriously, it is now
time for TCHD to act. As a family with children enrolled at the charter school, American
Academy - Lincoln Meadows, we are put in an even more dangerous predicament because our
charter school has decided to remove all mitigation layers that were in place last year, will not
be offering a remote option, are not requiring unvaccinated teachers or staff that face students
to mask, and will not be quarantining anyone unless they have symptoms. The school has
shared many times that even if DCSD decides to require masks that they value parent
"choice" and will not follow any guidelines unless they are mandated by TCHD or the state. We
feel that their decision is based on politics and not based on what is best for our students to
ensure their safety and to ensure continued in-person learning. We also have an older child
that just started his sophomore year of high school. It is become apparent in the last 5 days
that no one is masking, there is no distancing, or other protocols in place. With the new data
starting to show that vaccinated individuals spread the Delta variant easily and the fact that
schools would be unable to ensure the correct people are wearing masks, IE un-vaccinated,
we believe that even the older students that are vaccinated deserve to have a mask mandate
put in place. As a family who did remote learning all of last year it is time for our kids to be
able to return to school 100% with reasonable, scientifically driven, databased mitigation layers
in place. Unfortunately we are unable to trust that our schools will put the kids best interests
ahead of politics. Masking is a simple way to keep our kids safe with the more contagious
delta variant and to ensure that in-person learning is not disrupted. Please do not let politics
get in the way of the communities best interest. Please institute a mask mandate for all k
through 12 schools for indoor learning. You are many families' last hope in keeping their kids
and families safe.

8/13/2021 5:32 PM

4926

Masks should be left up to the parent(s). question 4 below should have that option - it does
not.... You make it too finite... "do not support masking in schools under any circumstances" !
Why not give the parents the option? So, I had to chose no masks as you left no choice....

8/13/2021 5:32 PM

4927

Please do not require a mask mandate for younger children. They are unable to learn sounds

8/13/2021 5:31 PM
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and literacy due to not seeing a teachers mouth move. As a parent whose child is in speech
this would be a huge set back for any child with a speech problem. Which most you get
children have. My child is bullied at the age of 4 due to speech not because of a mask he
wears
4928

Do not required masks! The science shows young kids do not get serious cases of Covid and
do not transmit it. If kids want to wear masks let them but don’t require it. Our poor kids have
had enough. Freedom of choice should prevail!

8/13/2021 5:31 PM

4929

Here in Douglas county our vaccination rate is very high. We have not seen children
hospitalized very often. Masks for younger kids make learning harder and they don’t keep
them on perfectly anyway. My son developed ring worm on his face last year from the mask.
We need to move on and live with this virus. I understand some are still getting sick but they
are usually older and unvaccinated. Children get a cold. With our vaccination rates where they
are I think we have enough herd immunity to warrant not wearing masks.

8/13/2021 5:31 PM

4930

Please require masks in schools. I have two kids under 12 who can’t be vaccinated. Masks
work and are a simple, easy way to protect our community. Please require all students, faculty,
staff, and visitors to wear masks in schools.

8/13/2021 5:31 PM

4931

The medicinal community is sending a staunch message about the even more aggressive
Delta spread. This is no place for politics. This is a health crisis and you need to do better to
protect my children. On the Doulas County Website: Per the Tri-County Health Department:
“Like much of the guidance released by the CDC, CDPHE, and TCHD, for the 2021-2022
school year, at this point, universal masking should be understood not as a requirement but as
a strong science-based recommendation.” Let me tell you, it is NOT “UNDERSTOOD” and
people are all over my child’s Elementary School are not wearing masks. I find this appalling
and not safe! DCS should immediately require masks in schools before more children are sick,
hospitalized, long term/chronic illness or die from Covid 19. Forget the politics!! TCH is not
doing enough to protect students and staff! Think more about keeping our children alive and
irreversible health problems. If nothing else, think of the liability!! You’re NOT doing everything
possible to keep children safe! The uneducated/political environment is working against safety
and mask wearing. Without a mask mandate parents are not “understood”. This is truly a
matter of life and death and instead of doing the right thing DCSD is playing into the hands of
anti-mask, anti-medical data public. Yes there’s a small number of kids (so far) getting
severally sick and dying. How many children are expendable?!! Every person crammed into an
unventilated gym has a child under 12 why would they take such a huge risk???This lack of
care and concern is shocking and horrific.

8/13/2021 5:31 PM

4932

My son is vaccinated and if Douglas County requires masks due to unvaccinated
students/staff it is absolutely ridiculous. Why is my student who did the right thing being
punished?

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

4933

NO MASKS. I am truly concerned about the negative mental health impacts that mask wearing
can inflict.

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

4934

Please no masks, kids are not at risk. Please let it stand as a families personal choice. All
these mandates do is create more divide. We are the land of the free please let it continue to
be so!

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

4935

Masking or children is downright abusive. There is no need to mask our kids as they have a
low risk of contacting, spreading and dying from this virus. If people are scared of this virus,
they should mask and vaccinate themselves and their kids. It’s their right. It should be left up
to each individual family to see what works best for them.

8/13/2021 5:30 PM

4936

PLEASE DO NOT PUT MASKS ON OUR CHILDREN!!! The children have played together all
summer indoors and out, without masks. The masks cause anxiety and stress to these poor
children, and the bacteria and germs the masks collect are extremely harmful. Please no
mandates! Let the parents choose.

8/13/2021 5:29 PM

4937

Please leave the option and discretion up to the parents and the children, I firmly believe in no
masks in schools, if parents are worried they can do virtual schooling for safety, let our kids be
kids and let parents be parents.

8/13/2021 5:29 PM

4938

Best practices in the health of children, and adults in school buildings should not be left up to
public opinion. It should be left up to medical experts. Masks work.

8/13/2021 5:29 PM

4939

The decision to mask should be made by the individual student/parent(s).

8/13/2021 5:29 PM
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4940

Please do not reinstate a mask mandate. As a person with asthma, they are horrible. The
vaccines prevent serious illness or death, and vaccinated people should not be forced into
masks to protect those who have chosen not to protect themselves.

8/13/2021 5:29 PM

4941

I think it is inappropriate to force children to wear a mask when they don’t want to. My son has
allergies that get worse when he has been forced to wear a mask. If he is forced to wear a
mask in school I will pull him out.

8/13/2021 5:29 PM

4942

Masks have a negative impact on our children, they cannot be themselves wearing them. My
kids do not want to even go to school when they are required. They are enjoying school once
again, and are no longer depressed. Don't kill the mental health of our kids by imposing mask
mandates that are not proven to have significant impact on whether or not you get a virus.

8/13/2021 5:28 PM

4943

Absolutely, give parents and children the freedom and opportunity to do as they please.

8/13/2021 5:28 PM

4944

I completely DISAGREE with masking our children!!! It should be up to the parents!

8/13/2021 5:28 PM

4945

Freedom for individuals to choose

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4946

No Masks! The education of our kids is impossible with masks. Teachers can't communicate
effectively and kids can't be heard while in the classroom.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4947

There is not compelling evidence on efficacy of masking children in school environment. The
only randomized clinical trial on masking in this pandemic demonstrated no significant
reduction in viral transmission. Please continue to allow parent choice on masking children and
review attached link! https://swprs.org/face-masks-evidence/

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4948

I support universal mask wearing regardless of vaccination status until our youngest
students/children can be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4949

Completely UNNECESSARY to be putting masks on children. Leave it up to the parent!!! My
Kid My Choice!!!

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4950

I have 4 children in the district, 2 in elementary and 2 in middle school. Their ability to go to
school, see friends faces and emotions, interact with their peers is so important to their mental
and therefore physical health. My kindergartener needs to see her teacher’s face and see
smiles to help her have a positive transition to the start of her school years. Please leave the
mask choices as they are currently which allows for each family to make their choice on
masking or not. Please do not impose mandates. We’ve been dealing with this for 18 months
and it’s time to let the kids back to a more normal school scenario.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4951

Our children attend AVA Charter in Douglas County. There is no mask mandate common or
immunization records for those vaccinated required at the school for covid-19. One of our
children is vaccinated while the other one is too young to receive the vaccination at this time.
School has no protocols in place in the event that there is a Breakout. We would like to
request the school enforce a mask mandate as well as have faculty and students provide proof
of immunization as a means to keep the school open longer, avoid any emergency shutdowns
or any members to be hospitalized. There may be only a percentage of staff and middle school
students who are vaccinated, but guaranteed majority of those who attend from pre-k through
8th grade are not vaccinated, which poses a huge risk.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4952

With young children who do not have the opportunity to be vaccinated as well as increasing
cases and severity of illness in kids I feel we should follow the CDC guidelines and implement
universal masking in all indoor school settings.

8/13/2021 5:27 PM

4953

I am begging for masks to be mandated for all students and staff regardless of vaccination
status. But at the VERY LEAST I would love to see kids 11 and under required to wear masks.
My 11 year old 6th grader was so terrified after her first day, I had to pull her and move her to
Online. She told me that no one was wearing masks, including her teachers and principal. She
came home bawling and told me she felt unsafe and that she was just sure she was going to
get Covid and die. No child should have to feel unsafe in school. No child should be afraid of
going to school because they don't feel that the staff is protecting them. My vaccinated 8th
grader still wears a mask in class and even HE is still worried about himself because no one
around him wears masks. We got the "exposure letter" yesterday. Only FOUR days into
school. He was exposed on the SECOND day of school. That tells me something is wrong.
Our kids are not being protected. I have a 4 year old going into preschool. I want him to be in a
classroom with masks peers in order to keep him and his classmates healthy. I beg you, I truly

8/13/2021 5:26 PM
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beg you to listen to the science and protect our kids. Masking is such a simple solution. Thank
you for your time.
4954

I think most of the kids can handle the mask very well. We have seen that last year. And data
is showing the increase in number of cases since mask mandate has been removed. Kids are
mostly more flexible than elders. And if mask mandate can decrease even some of the
numbers in cases, i strongly feel that we should go for it. Kids see and learn. If everyone will
be wearing the mask, they will automatically follow it. And it will also be good for unvaccinated
11+. Not everyone is vaccinated in that age group as well.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4955

Please make masks mandatory for kids. I’ve heard of too many kids getting sick already in the
first week of school this year. The kids need to be in school and interacting with friends. It’s
our job as public health leaders and adults to keep them safe. An indoor mask mandate for
kids 11 and under is needed because these children are not eligible for other remediation
techniques such as vaccines.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4956

Long story sort. Kids dont die from the virus and if your an adult you can go get the vaccine if
you want. There's no need for kids to wear masks. Our kids had masks on last year and it
didnt stop the school from sending them home about a dozen times. For what? What did that
buy us? Protecting the elderly? The vaccine is already at everyones disposal.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4957

I don't support masking in schools because its not healthy for our kids, and it is harder for
them to learn.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4958

If we don’t contain the virus there will be a variant that the vaccine will be Resistant to. Why is
it so hard for our community to help prevent the spread of this disease.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4959

I am the parent of two second graders in Douglas County School District. I was fortunate to be
able to enroll my kids in eLearning last school year, however, it became clear throughout the
course of the year that they were missing out on learning opportunities afforded only by inperson instruction. My children absolutely love school and we decided as a family that we
would send them back to the classroom for the 21-22 school year. However, as cases in our
community have gone up and Delta has been identified as more contagious to children, we
have been disappointed to find that the elementary school, where all of the children are
unvaccinated, is not requiring masks. The school district has made it clear that they are taking
their direction from the county health department, who recommends masks for vaccinated and
unvaccinated people indoors. My children, who are wearing masks, are in the minority among
their peers - most kids and adults in their school building are unmasked. It is clear that a
recommendation is not enough to protect our kids. I understand that the spread of Covid-19
was well controlled in the school last year, but that was when all of the children and adults in
the building were masked. When Covid-19 is becoming more dangerous to children, why are
we dropping the protections that worked last school year? It feels like an unnecessary gamble
with their health. Please help us - without clear direction requiring masks from the health
department, the school district will continue to be a largely mask-free zone. Our unvaccinated
kids need a safe environment where they can receive in-person instruction. Please help us do
what is necessary to keep our students in classrooms this year.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4960

Every study that has come out about the Delta variant has indicated that a layered approach
must be taken to prevent transmission of Covid-19. Even vaccinated individuals are able to
spread Covid-19 at a rate nearly equal to unvaccinated. Our kids deserve leaders who will
make hard choices for them in a effort to keep them as safe and healthy as possible. Every
parent wants their child to be able to learn in person. Universal indoor masking for K-12
learning environments is one measure we can take as a community to ensure that remains a
possibility.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4961

It has been proven over and over that masks truly have no benefit. The downside is the lasting
effect this will have on our children. I do not want my child wearing a mask at school.

8/13/2021 5:26 PM

4962

Please do not mask our kids. Students SO much from community, and masked faces are a
detriment to learning and social interaction. Please continue to allow parents a choice.

8/13/2021 5:25 PM

4963

The America. Academy of Pediatrics just put out a Children and COVID-19 State-Level Data
report on Aug 5th. https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/ There simply isn’t a significant number
of deaths among small children and kids need to see each other’s faces. Some are wearing
dirty masks. There is also psychological consequences of wearing a mask. The data just
doesn’t indicate the need. And I quote: Among states reporting, children were 0.00%-0.26% of

8/13/2021 5:25 PM
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all COVID-19 deaths, and 7 states reported zero child deaths. In states reporting,
0.00%-0.03% of all child COVID-19 cases resulted in death. Please respect the right of
individual families to consult with their doctors about mask wearing.
4964

I 110% support indoor mask wearing. It hurts no one and helps promote safety in this
pandemic. I am concerned every day that I send my son to school. He is one of a couple of
kids that wear a mask right now in his grade. None of the teachers are wearing one. Even if
you are vaccinated you can transmit to other people. Why not do the most simplest thing we
can do? Put a mask on. Every day this week I have been contemplating pulling my son for
online schooling because the delta variant is so contagious. Everyone should be wearing a
mask and we should social distance as we did when the kids went back last year. This will
help ensure they are not ALL sent home for the year because of outbreaks.

8/13/2021 5:25 PM

4965

Please let families make their own decisions regarding to wear a mask.

8/13/2021 5:25 PM

4966

I do not think mandatory masking should be required. It inhibits learning, masking necessary
facial expressions and emotions necessary for healthy growth for developing children.
Everyone should be allowed to wear masks if wanted, but forcing children to wear them when
the science does not support the NEED for MANDATORY masks is uncalled for.

8/13/2021 5:25 PM

4967

The scene playing out the country is clear - COVID cases going up and pediatric hospitals
filling up. Schools closing due to major outbreaks. Mitigation measures in schools worked last
year, why were they all dropped, when half the kids aren't old enough to be vaccinated? How
many kids need to be hospitalized before you take action? Please put safety measures back
in place, including masks in schools, before things get out of hand.

8/13/2021 5:25 PM

4968

Masks have been proven ineffective. Masking our kids is going to have a long term effect on
their mental health.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4969

Masking children should be a choice for families.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4970

My child, my choice. Masks did nothing last year. My son was quarantined 6 times last year
and never got covid. Went to school a total of 28 days and failed 3 classes and ended up in
counseling for depression. Masks didn’t help then and they won’t help now

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4971

Health experts say that anyone not fully vaccinated should wear a mask indoors. Our
elementary school children are not old enough to be vaccinated. Why are masks not required
in the school? They have been proven to protect people, why are we not taking every
precaution to protect our children?

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4972

It defies logic and common sense to dismiss the American Academy of Pediatrics’ advice that all kids in school should wear masks. They should absolutely wear masks. TCHD needs
to be proactive in preventing illness - at least through this current surge. Don’t wait until kids
are sick to react. At the very least, kids in elementary school who can’t get vaccinated yet
should wear masks. We don’t want to be anywhere near where Dallas is (out of Pediatric
hospital beds). That’s terrifying. Masks are simple and temporary.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4973

I do not support the masking of small children. Children have a hard time trying to understand
social cues with a mask as well as hear each other.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4974

Please do not mask our children. The joy of kindergarten will be stolen from my child if she
cannot see smiling faces and learn to sound out her letters. There are no statistics to back up
that masks actually not. Not only that, my kids have gone to school for a week without masks.
Masking them now will force me to pull them and homeschool. Please do the right thing and
give parents the choice.

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4975

Wearing paper masks does not prevent anything, especially for children under the age of 11.
Leave them alone, please

8/13/2021 5:24 PM

4976

It is a parent’s choice to make medical decisions for a kid, it is not the school board's right to
make medical choices for us. You have provided no factual or data based evidence that kids
not wearing masks contributes to any sort of increase in COVID infections or deaths. Kids are
more likely to die of seasonal flu, yet the flu vaccine is not required and masks are not
mandated for the flu. Under the age of 25 you have a 1 in a million chance of dying from
COVID, a child is more likely to be struck by lightning. Forcing kids under age 11 to wear
masks in school is an abuse of power and I do not support mandating masks in schools under
any circumstance.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4977

I feel like it should be up to the families to make their own decision.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM
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4978

While I appreciate everyone’s choice, I feel very strongly that our kids should have a safe and
equal environment. Independent of each child’s non-school environment where us adults,
news, and other emotions on the matter exist. I like the point on mental health impacts to our
kids. Aside from the safety benefits, I more so appreciate that if every kid is required to wear a
mask, then it doesn’t have to be or feel like “us vs them” at schools. Thanks for reading this.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4979

The uncertainty of last year was very difficult on my daughter last year. Having masks
mandated indoors will help ensure consistent in-person school rather than worrying about going
to all home or hybrid days.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4980

I strongly support a mask mandate within schools as an additional mitigation effort to keep
Covid from spreading. After going through last year's shutdown, I would hope more people
would want to come together as a community to try to protect others who are vulnerable to
Covid's effects rather than just think of themselves. We are at a time when we should all work
together to use best practices to slow down the spread of Covid despite political, economical
and personal agenda's. Mask wearing is not permanent but if we don't all start working together
to slow down Covid, we may find ourselves going through this same turmoil for years to come
rather than a shorter period. Schools are known to be a spreading ground for all kinds of germs
and colds and we should be doing our best to try to mitigate spreading Covid to kids in school
where they most likely will bring it home to adults and others who most likely will be at higher
health risks if they catch it. With the Delta variant being so much more contagious, doing the
best to protect our community by wearing masks would be considerate and thoughtful in
protecting one another during this pandemic in which humanity should be working together.
There will be a time when masks will not be needed but until then, we need to work together to
battle this and stop perceiving wearing masks as negative government control. I bet most of
the complaints of mask wearing are coming from parents and maybe some young adults. My
kids are in elementary and middle school and majority of them are fine with wearing masks but
it's the parents that influence the negative stigma with wearing masks.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4981

I fully support wearing masks and having everyone vaccinated so that schools and life in
general can safely resume.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4982

I believe that at this time it is important to make a strong recommendation but do not mandate
it. Younger children need to be able to see the teachers faces and clearly hear what they are
saying to keep moving their education forward. I 100 percent support if a teacher decides that
wearing a mask is in their best interest but don’t think it should be mandated. The younger kids
didn’t keep the masks on and we survived all last year without being quarantined. It also takes
away from teaching if they have to keep asking over and over to put their masks on. The
choice is not below but I believe in choice not mandated masking requirements.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4983

I am a military officer but I am writing in my personal capacity. Please mandate masks in all
schools for all students and faculty. I have two sons, 7 & 4, who cannot yet be vaccinated. We
just moved here from out of state and need our kids to be able to go to school but in a safe
setting. Masks are proven effective to help stop the spread of covid-19. Please mandate this
minimal level of protection until all kids can get vaccinated. Those who are anti-mask are
misinformed and misguided. Please do not cave to their fringe beliefs and fringe behavior.

8/13/2021 5:23 PM

4984

I do not agree with making children wear masks to school.

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

4985

We have 3 children eligible in the school district, we will never have them attend any school
that mandates masks. We have absolutely zero concern about COVID. Please encourage
other families who are worried to stay home, wear a mask, or provide them NON social
schooling.

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

4986

If you require masks, I am either taking my children to live in South Dakota to enroll in school
there or I am going to home school them. Masks do not work. That is a scientific fact. Follow
the science and mean it.

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

4987

Masks are completely unnecessary, especially for kids who have a 99.998% chance of
survival if they get Covid. They have a higher likelihood of getting hit by lighting… Bottom line
the science is not there for masks usage, especially for kids. If these are required, we and
many other parents will be removing our kids before the district does it’s head count and the
districts will lose funding.

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

4988

I would like to parent my children. Tri County Health is appreciated for all its research and
recommendations. I am thankful for all your department does. In saying that, I would like to
stand on the truth that America is based on freedom. I don’t co-parent with Tri County Health

8/13/2021 5:22 PM
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or any other entity. My children suffered terribly during 2020 with mask wearing and all other
mandates for public learning. I do not support doing that to them again. Please band together
with us to have the freedom to make our own decisions with your educated recommendations
in mind. Thank you for the opportunity to give me a voice in the matter.
4989

I will absolutely be pulling my kids out of school if masks are mandated for children. There is
no evidence that masks are not harmful for children to wear for long periods of time. Research
shows that cloth masks are not only not helpful at preventing respiratory infections, but they
may even cause higher rates: https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1422

8/13/2021 5:22 PM

4990

I believe masks should be mandated in elementary schools to keep our children safe for these
reasons: 1) Those under 12 are unable to get vaccinated, which leaves them more vulnerable
to COVID, 2) The Delta variant is highly contagious and it's been shown that it can be
transmitted by vaccinated adults to children (so they should also be masked), 3) There is no
proven danger to the majority of children when they wear masks, 4) Masking has been proven
to slow the spread of this dangerous pandemic, and I don't believe it will end until we do
everything we can to slow and prevent it.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

4991

Please let the kids get back to normal life with no masks. They’ve been through enough.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

4992

Children are not dying from covid. There is a 0.004% chance of children dying! Children need
to see facial recognition, facial emotion, and to tell If someone is genuinely sad, mad, or
happy. I had my daughter tell me last year, while masks were forced “mom I can’t tell if my
friend is smiling at me”

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

4993

Children’s health should be left to the parents. I support vaccines but not masks. Please allow
parents to choose what they think is best.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

4994

It is a parent’s choice to make medical decisions for a kid, it is not the school board's right to
make medical choices for us. You have provided no factual or data based evidence that kids
not wearing masks contributes to any sort of increase in COVID infections or deaths. Kids are
more likely to die of seasonal flu, yet the flu vaccine is not required and masks are not
mandated for the flu. Under the age of 25 you have a 1 in a million chance of dying from
COVID, a child is more likely to be struck by lightning. Forcing kids under age 11 to wear
masks in school is an abuse of power and I do not support mandating masks in schools under
any circumstance.

8/13/2021 5:21 PM

4995

I support masking, we are vaccinated too. Do I like the masking? No. But I'd rather have my
kid in school with a mask than at home online struggling with learning. I am not a teacher, I
cannot do what the teachers are trained and experienced to do in a classroom.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

4996

Mandating that children wear masks (nothing more than bacteria-ridden, saliva soaked rags
after 20 minutes) only protects TCHD politically. It does a grave disservice to the very
demographic you’d claim to be protecting. Any sort of mask mandates would potentially trigger
a mass exodus of students from public and charter schools. Americans, both young and old,
should have absolute freedom over their bodies.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

4997

Do NOT mandate masks on these kids! Their physical risk of severe reactions to Covid is
minuscule. However, the emotional and psychological strain of mask wearing is huge! All
students have the option to wear a mask if their families so choose. Teachers can vaccinate
and mask up if they choose. Let families CHOOSE!

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

4998

As a parent of a vaccinated freshman in high school and a parent with a fifth grader, unable by
age to yet be vaccinated, I also wear the hat of a fourth grade teacher. Of course I want my
students to be healthy, my children to be happy, and myself to be healthy. I cannot force the
vaccine upon anyone, but I can speak up for what I see is best for kids. While your children
may not complain about wearing masks, it is hindering their education. They are not able to
best express themselves at school, hindering their social-emotional development. Teachers
cannot read facial expressions and act as quickly as necessary to help kids when needed.
Their speech and voices are misinterpreted. They cannot share their ideas as easily. In one
week of school this year with most students unmasked and myself unmasked, I have built
relationships in my classroom to a level that was unable to be reached until January last year.
And the hugs - they are flowing! The mental health and social-emotional of state of our children
is suffering with masks. Think about the population unable to be vaccinated and the statistics.
The amount of children being hospitalized is low. If adults choose to not vaccinate, that is their
choice, but not my responsibility. Kids can always wear masks if they or their family chooses.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

4999

At minimum PLEASE mandate masks for children under 11 who are not yet eligible for

8/13/2021 5:20 PM
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vaccinations. I’m even open to universal masking in all schools because there are so many
loud anti vax, anti mask individuals in our community who clearly aren’t helping to right the
ship and end this pandemic. The delta variant has changed the course of the pandemic and
therefore we should be changing our response. It’s the responsible, CDC advised thing to do
and we need to listen to science and protect our children! My entire family got covid last year.
My husband is a pilot and I am an event planner. We both received our vaccinations as soon
as we possibly could because both of our jobs put us around many individuals, much like our
children experience at school. Our children (ages 8 and 11) cannot get vaccinated yet and
every day I drop them off at their respective schools (RHMS and TTE) I watch 85% of their
peers walk in with no masks. This is being done because there is no authority saying that
masks work, and need to be in place again! I don’t understand what we are doing and it feels
like running with scissors. If masking helped last year, we should 100% institute masks again.
The fall out from remote learning and school shut downs will far outweigh the discomfort of
masks (or whatever someone’s ridiculous argument against them may be), so please let’s do
the right thing. Sincerely, A very concerned, science and expert subscribing citizen
5000

It makes me uncomfortable to enforce my 4 year old to wear a mask when he doesn’t want to.
My son has allergies and wearing a mask just makes his allergies worse and breathing difficult
which then makes him start panicking.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

5001

My job as a parent is to protect my children as much as I can. They are not able to be
vaccinated, and with the increased number or pediatric cases and hospitalizations, a school
setting seems potentially unsafe. While I would rather have them unmasked, I think everyone
would, I more importantly want them to stay in person school safely. I want the staff to be
safe! Without masks, I think it is inevitable that we will shutdown again like many others parts
of the country have done already. We do not want that.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

5002

Absolutely no masks. Thousands of doctors have multiple studies that the masks do not stop
chrono virus all it's doing is making them breathe their own oxygen in The death rate for
children is so incredibly low that it would be absolutely ridiculous to make the more massive
sense in school

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

5003

Let us make our own choices for our children. We do not need your mandates and choosing
what you think is best for the masses. Want to wear a mask, do it. Don’t want to, then don’t.

8/13/2021 5:20 PM

5004

We do not want our small child wearing a mask while in school. The risk of transmission is
minimal for small children. The possible damage from wearing a mask for a long period of time,
along with not being able to discern social cues (part of the school experience for a 5 year old)
from his teacher and peers would be far worse. This unfortunately would make us reconsider
home-schooling.

8/13/2021 5:19 PM

5005

Mask wearing is detrimental to mental and physical health. I am to the point where I cannot
stand going to work anymore bc of mask mandates. It is well known that unless you’re wearing
the N95, masks are not stopping the spread of Covid. It’s common sense. It is also creating
prejudice and discrimination against those who are unvaccinated. Some people are not able to
get vaccinated even if they want to. These matters are private and need to be left to the
individual to decide what is safest for their health and their children’s health! School districts
nor Tri-County are entitled to take our freedom of choice when it comes to our own health,
medical decisions, and our bodies! We need to follow the truth and the science and respect
freedom of choice, and not operate in a communistic fashion. Enough! It is also ludicrous to
say there should be universal masking in order to protect the few who want to wear masks
from prejudice? Talk about a double standard! Those who want to have a mask should have
absolute freedom and zero prejudice to do so, and those who do not or cannot wear a mask
deserve that same choice and respect - do they not?! Where is that same concern and
protection for those who don’t want to wear a masks?? Make others and myself feel that we
can trust you again. I won’t even leave my personal information because I don’t feel safe.

8/13/2021 5:19 PM

5006

I strongly urge the board to mandate masks. Since Douglas county school district isn’t
quarantining students and parents aren’t required to test their children, the only protection we
have left are masks. Masks are mildly uncomfortable, but covid spreading rampant in our
schools will have an enormous impact.

8/13/2021 5:19 PM

5007

Recommending masks isn’t working. In order to protect kids who *can’t* get vaccinated yet, an
indoor school mask requirement for PK-6 is the only feasible option.

8/13/2021 5:19 PM

5008

I agree with your reasons for considering universal masking. Please keep our unvaccinated
young children and those who work with them safe.

8/13/2021 5:18 PM
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5009

My husband and I are vaccinated. We have one child who is not vaccinated due to his age
(elementary school student) whom we make wear a mask at school, even though most are not,
and our other child who is vaccinated but feels pressure to not wear a mask at school when
the majority of kids in her middle school are not wearing them at all whether or not they are
vaccinated. This is putting us in a bad situation. We want our kids to be protected and
comfortable wearing a mask yet, they are the ones being put in this difficult position. Just
make everyone wear a mask then no one gets picked on or singled out and everyone is
protected. Wearing masks indoors for kids regardless of vaccination status has been the
recommendation from the CDC. Masks were mandatory last year, why is this year any
different? If anything, the Delta variant is even more contagious than the original strain from
last year. Please value our children’s safety over a perceived inconvenience.

8/13/2021 5:18 PM

5010

Should be a personal decision. You want to wear a mask, wear one, if not, don’t. There is zero
proof that masks do anything to prevent anything.

8/13/2021 5:18 PM

5011

If a cloth over these kid's faces will allow them the slightest chance of catching up after last
year's debacle, why wouldnt we? These kids deserve every single safety measure we can
provide until they can get vaccinated.

8/13/2021 5:18 PM

5012

Please let’s us be NORMAL! Our kids need to be social and be in school.

8/13/2021 5:18 PM

5013

I would prefer not to take preemptive universal action to mandate masks at the high school
level. Instead, it would be my preference as a parent to mandate masks if and only there is a
significant outbreak in a particular school and then a temporary mandate should only apply to
the individual school with the outbreak .

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5014

Mandates like this are not in your scope of responsibility. This decision and all others health
related should be left up to the students and parents.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5015

I believe masks are imperative for K-12. More children are being affected by the Delta variant.
Kids need to be in school as much as possible and masking help decrease the spread and
hopefully keep kids in person more. So many adults are choosing to not be vaccinated and
unfortunately their foolish decision puts our kids at risk.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5016

LET PEOPLE CHOOSE!!!! NO MASK MANDATE!!!! LET PEOPLE CHOOSE FOR
THEMSELVES. NO ONE CAN TRANSMIT A DISEASE THEY DON'T HAVE!! NO MASK
MANDATE! LET PEOPLE CHOOSE!!!

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5017

I do not support masking of school children. The science does not support the idea that masks
slow or prevent the spread of CoVid. The only correct course of action is to give parents and
children the choice to mask or not mask. I will promptly remove my children from school if a
mandate is put in place.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5018

Do not mask our children

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5019

I am opposed to masking in school and school sports as I believe it has adverse effects on
learning, attention, and health especially during classroom and sports training.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5020

My kids will be wearing masks whether the universal masking is adopted or not, but it would
make us feel much better if there was a mask mandate to ensure further safety, avoid mask
bullying, and just put all kids on the same page with expectations. Early studies on
transmissibility of delta covid variant puts its Ro (R naught) value around 8 making it on par
with the most transmissible viruses know - chickenpox and measles. If kids < 12 are unable to
be vaccinated why would we not put measures in place to protect them further from catching
covid (and other viruses for that matter that masking helps curb spread) and limit transmission
of this highly contagious variant. My kids seem to be sick all winter every year after starting
school - anything that helps stop pathogens from spreading as freely amongst the student
population is a plus in my book. My children don’t mind wearing masks and have not suffered
any adverse effects from doing this for the last year and a half - it’s become a part of their
normal life - and it won’t harm other kids to have everyone masked. Don’t cave to the
uninformed or misinformed parents who choose to not follow science or make this political.
This is a matter of public health and all science points to masks helping curb the spread of a
highly transmissible respiratory virus.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5021

School enrollment is already down and homeschooling numbers have jumped in large part
because of “Mandates”. Many homes in dougco have a parent able to be home and willing to
homeschool. If you don’t want to see that number jump higher, I urge avoiding mandating
masks on our children. Let parents parent their own kids.

8/13/2021 5:17 PM
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5022

I do not agree that kids should be wearing masks! Specifically for my children, it makes it
harder for them to connect with peers and their teachers. They have missed seeing smiles and
interacting. I have noticed such a significant difference when they’ve come home this year vs
last. They’re happier, healthier, and I truly don’t believe at a risk. And if there is a risk, please
let me as their parents decide whether or not I am ok with that risk. All I am asking is for the
right to choose. I support parents that want to have their kids in masks. That’s fantastic! Wear
a mask, but please don’t make me force my child to wear one because you’re nervous. That’s
never been the case in anything else. Let us choose!!

8/13/2021 5:17 PM

5023

As a father of five, I am asking you take the mask mandate off the table. Masks are more of a
problem than a solution. The negative effects on our children out way the remote chance that
masks might prevent a transmission. Also children are not being hospitalized or dying from
COVID. They are stronger than adults in this regard. If you want your teachers and staff to
wear masks I don’t care. The children should not.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5024

Please implement mandatory masking in all schools. This should not be a debate. These are
the recommendations of the CDC. All current medical guidance states we should ALL be
masking again. As you know, our kids are in close proximity in school settings. Covid is going
to spread like crazy if you don't take steps to protect them now. This helps protect the
students, all staff and families. This should be a requirement in schools, not a suggestion.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5025

Masks should not be mandatory. No reason this should happen. My students need to breathe.
If someone wants to wear a mask that’s fine but it should be personal choice. Or show me the
science that masks work. By the way… summer went by just fine without mandatory masking.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5026

Please allow the choice about masking our children up to the parents. All kids are different and
need different things, some have sensory issues like one of mine or speech issues like
another one of mine and masking causes complications for both of them. The pros/cons for
wearing a mask is so different for each child. Some it’s easy and doesn’t make any difference
and for others it’s not so simple. Leaving this decision to the parents allows each child’s
differing needs to be considered.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5027

I support universal masking for all students regardless of vaccination because a high school
student or teacher may still have family at home unable to be vaccinated and they should feel
supported. If universal masking cannot be accomplished I would expect the health department
to mandate masks anywhere students under 12 are and for any unvaccinated students over
12.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5028

Masks should be mandatory for everyone inside school building

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5029

Masks significantly protect the wearer and those around them. Children under the age of 12 are
not eligible to be vaccinated and we must protect them. Currently there is an increase in other
communicable diseases like RSV and masks also help prevent their transmission. In addition,
masks help prevent secondary spread and allow for more constant in person learning.
Currently in my daughter’s fourth grade classroom, only four students are wearing masks.
Universal masking for unvaccinated children prevents bullying. Please keep our children safe
until vaccines are available for everyone.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5030

Over 70% of the eligible population in Douglas County has been vaccinated. With that
information, it should be a choice as to whether or not a person wants to wear a mask indoors.
There has been study after study done in our country that in schools that did not mandate
masks, there was no difference in infection rates compared to the schools who mandated
masks. It should be our right and freedom to make that decision for our families. The first
week of school has proven that most families do not believe in mask wearing indoors as
approx 99% of the staff and students in my daughter's school are not wearing them. These
kids have been through enough.....we need to create an environment conducive to learning and
that is one without mask wearing. TCHD needs to quit playing politics game and actually look
at data and science. Dr. Douglas even admitted in the Superintendent Forum on August 4th
that there are not any studies done that prove mask wearing prevents people from contracting
Covid.

8/13/2021 5:16 PM

5031

No...If if was a problem why is our Gvt. allowing hundreds of thousands across the border who
are infected. Because it's not a problem, otherwise they would have shut the border
down...Right???. You can't expect our kids and younger generations to be punished by your
system and lack of misinformation. The kids have been fine ALL year long even when exposed
and quarantined. No deaths! maybe at most some sniffles. Please get back to doing the jobs
you were elected to do and stop wasting not only our time, but tax payer money. Thanks, Ted

8/13/2021 5:16 PM
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5032

I would like to see the scientific data supporting the wearing of masks in schools for our kids. I
would like, and think you would like as well, to see data and testing results that shows that
masks prevent and block the COVID virus and the particulate size of the virus. I do not believe
they do. At least not the masks everyone is wearing. Please prove me wrong.

8/13/2021 5:15 PM

5033

As the parents of a kindergartner and a preschooler my spouse and I have had to make the
difficult decision of which is more important, our daughters' physical health or their social
emotional well being as it is directly impacted by attending in person school due to the current
optional masking policy at their DCSD school. As a family last year we chose to keep our
children out of school and extra curriculars to keep us all safe from COVID and we felt another
year at home would significantly impact our children in a negative way so we, as vaccinated
adults whose children cannot be vaccinated, are sending our children to school in masks
where most children are not wearing them. As the science has told us this provides some
protection but especially with the more contagious delta variant does not keep them safe in the
way universal masking would. We strongly encourage tri county to follow the scientific
evidence put forth by the leading institutions in our country and enforce universal masking in
schools, especially at the elementary level where parents have no option to vaccinate their
children, yet. This will keep our kids safe, learning in person and slow community spread to the
benefit of all in our region. Even one preventable hospitalization of a child due to COVID is one
too many.

8/13/2021 5:15 PM

5034

Why are you not being proactive and requiring the students and staff wear masks while they
are attending in-person school? The schools, halls, and classrooms are too crowded to social
distance and now with the fast spreading delta variant it is irresponsible to not require masks
to be worn. A recommendation is not enough and can only lead to more students and staff
getting ill with COVID.

8/13/2021 5:15 PM

5035

There is far less risk of contacting/spreading Covid amongst students and faculty by wearing
masks in school. There is greater risk for students and faculty to contact/spread Covid by not
wearing masks, whether you’re vaccinated or not. I’m not sure why this is a debate?

8/13/2021 5:15 PM

5036

I strongly support masking in setting where there are kids who are still not eligible for the
COVID vaccine. Given the amount of cases in DCSD schools the very first week, I feel like
it’s only a matter of time before there are mass outbreaks among younger students that lead to
schools being shut down. Keeping schools open is the ultimate goal and masking is a proven
way to limit spread. The mask mandate should be put in place and lifted only after the vaccine
is approved and interested families have the opportunity to vaccinate their children.

8/13/2021 5:15 PM

5037

No masks

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5038

I have 3 children in DCSD schools. My daughter is elementary age and had difficulty breathing
and focusing in school when she had to wear her mask last year. It was a huge distraction to
her learning. My boys are 9th grade and 11th grade. They struggled emotionally and socially
when wearing masks last year to school. They felt isolated and disconnected from peers and
teachers due to the barrier of the mask and not seeing others full faces. They also felt their
teachers spent the majority of time monitoring proper mask wearing if students versus
adequately teaching the curriculum and thus effective learning was greatly inhibited. Please do
NOT mandate masks. Allowing parents to make the best decision for their child regarding
mask-wearing and vaccinations is the best way for our community to thrive and move forward.

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5039

I do not support mask mandates for vaccinated individuals.

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5040

Virtual learning took a huge toll on both children and parents, and every expert I asked agreed
that kids should be back in classrooms—with protections. That means vaccinating adults to
create a shield around children, masks for students and staff, better ventilation, and regular
testing. “Schools must continue mitigation measures—I feel very strongly about this,” Caitlin
Rivers, an epidemiologist at Johns Hopkins

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5041

It’s absolutely ridiculous that we are not following the recommendations of the APA and CDC
to have unvaccinated children masked indoors. I just don’t understand when we stopped
listening to doctors, people we pay lots of money to keep us healthy and safe.

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5042

N/A

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5043

Completely DISAGREE with any mask mandate for kids! It is a parents choice & should
remain that way!

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5044

I strongly believe that as a parent I should be able to make the decision whether or not my

8/13/2021 5:14 PM
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child should wear a mask. It should not be mandated and our kids should not be forced. All
three of my children were masked last year and still ended up bringing covid home from their
masked teacher. None of my children even had as much as a cold and now they have natural
antibodies. I will not be forced to put my kids in a mask for eight hours a day when the masks
have been proven ineffective, harbor bacteria, and are so damaging for their psychological well
being.
5045

Please reconsider the District’s policy on masking our children. Those under the age of 12
have not had the opportunity to get vaccinated. The delta variant has proven to be more
contagious- especially among our children. Leaving masks optional has meant at least 90% of
kids at our school are not wearing them. Everyone is better protected when everyone is
wearing them. There is no true con to wearing a mask. You can breathe. There are no long
term side effects of mask wearing. Most kids actually don’t care much, especially if everyone
has to do it. The CDC and the AAP recommend it. Why should a school board think they know
better?

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5046

Parents may CHOOSE to mask their own children. Government cannot dictate masking. DO
NOT TRY TO MANDATE MASKS!

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5047

As a parent of 2 elementary students under 12 attending in person for the social and emotional
benefits, I am very concerned the kids will get sick from the very contagious delta variant .
The Covid data from last school year can not be used since this mutation is much more
contagious . It has been making more kids sick in multiple states already. With Dcsd starting
school last Monday without a mask mandate, over 30 schools have had reported positive
Covid cases already. Please impose an universal mask mandate for the health and safety of
the unvaccinated students , staff and their families. Thank you for following the advice of the
CDC, AAP , CDPHE, and science to dictate your decision for the heath of our community.

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5048

NO MASKS….. It should be up to the parents if they want their kids to wear masks to school.
Not the government or the health department

8/13/2021 5:14 PM

5049

I believe that mask wearing is a personal decision and there should always be the option!

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

5050

Mask students through the spike till hospitals empty again. Require vaccines.

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

5051

I do not want my children to wear a mask. I don’t think it’s good for their mental and emotional
health as well as physical health. You can not develop natural healthy relationships without
being able to see or receive appropriate facial expressions. Also I believe wearing masks does
more harm with their health because it is weakening their immune systems without appropriate
exposure to different other viruses/bacteria’s. It may be keeping out the bad bacteria but it’s
also keeping out healthy natural bacteria.

8/13/2021 5:13 PM

5052

I absolutely do not want mask mandate for my kids in elementary school. It has caused my
children anxiety and a dislike for in person learning. My children complain of not being able to
breathe or hear their teachers. The damage the masks are doing to the children is far worse
emotionally. We will consider removing our kids from public school if this is the direction
Douglas county takes.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5053

Your survey is inadequate. I assume on purpose. Why is there no option to support the
CHOICE? I support masking when appropriate and based on an individual’s or family’s choice.
Your survey is thus meaningless. I recall last year you shut down playgrounds, golf courses
and on and on for what now has been termed “hygiene theater.” The clear fact is you have yet
to demonstrate you have a clear or consistent understating of this virus and what does and
does not matter. Children are not at a statistically meaningful risk of death or debilitating
illness. After 2 school years with significant disruption, our children need and deserve
normalcy.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5054

Kids cannot be in masks anymore. They’re not at risk. And it has more risk than benefits for
them.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5055

Once again we’re ignoring science that children are not some super spreader of Covid. Look at
the UK study released last week. They are NOT transmitting this to the community.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5056

I am strongly against requiring our elementary school children and teachers to wear a mask
regardless of vaccinated status. The social and emotional damage that we are creating for our
children is intolerable and irresponsible.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5057

https://www.wsj.com/articles/masks-children-parenting-schools-mandates-covid-19-

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

1384 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
coronavirus-pandemic-biden-administration-cdc-11628432716
5058

Masks need to be optional. Many kids have anxiety or health problems that prevent them from
wearing a mask without question. Kids that would like to mask have the option to do so and
are protecting themselves while doing so. Masking has harmed kids mental health more than it
had done any good.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5059

Under no circumstances should children be required to wear masks in school. Not only are
they a distraction from learning but teachers aren't consistently teaching when they have to
stop and remind kids to "fix your mask". My children suffer from asthma and migraines and the
masks did made their situation worse at school. The parents that wanted their children to get
the vaccine wwre able to make that happen so please let us move forward so these children
can have as normal as possible school year since the last 18 months have been terrible for
them. Having children k-12 wear masks is nothing short of abuse and should not be tolerated
in our schools. Also I know multiple children that were afraid to drink out of their water bottles
during class because their teacher would scold them. How is this a positive learning
environment. We can not go backwards. Thank you for letting me give my input.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5060

LEAVE THIS UP TO THE PARENTS. Masks do NOT reduce transmission. Children don’t
even wear them properly. Small Children rely on smiles and facial expressions to fully develop
socially and emotionally. This is absolutely sickening! Please stop abusing the children.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5061

I believe DCSD should move forward with requiring all staff and children to wear masks while
attending school in person. Cases are rising and Douglas county has a relatively low
vaccination rate compared to the rest of the state. Anecdotally, there appears to be a large
amount of misinformation and distrust in our country regarding COVID illness and
vaccinations. As a result, our school has informed us they plan to move forward with in-person
learning with almost no modifications and restrictions. I ask my son to wear a mask in school
but if his classmates do not, and his teachers do not, not only will there be social isolation for
his choice but I believe masking is safest when done by the majority, not just the few who take
this illness seriously. We have also been told that in addition to no social distancing or
cohorting, we won’t be notified of any positive cases in my son’s class. How can I take
precaution or know when my son is exposed without this information? Cimarron Middle School
made it quite clear that they do not take this pandemic and it’s widespread effects on our
community seriously, beginning with back to school night. At least hundreds, if not more than
1000 students and parents poured into the commons and were gathered to speak to
administrators and listen to a presentation from the principle. Very few people were wearing
masks, there was absolutely no effort to social distance, and the only comment the principle
made is that “mask shaming would not be tolerated.” I am in complete support of in person
learning but as long as vaccination rates remain low and untrue rumors about COVID and it’s
treatment and prevention run rampant through our community, the least we can do to protect
our children and families is cohort, stagger schedules/events and require masks regardless of
vaccination status. If a parent cannot fathom the idea of their child wearing a mask to protect
the public at large, they are welcome to home school in my opinion.

8/13/2021 5:12 PM

5062

No masks in school please!! Our kids are so miserable wearing them

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

5063

NO MASKS!!!! My child is vaccinated because the masks are a problem for her with having
sensory processing disorder. There are countless studies that show kids are impacted in their
studies dues to the lack of oxygen when wearing masks. NO! NO! NO!!! Masks are more
harmful than good for our kids. Keep masks optional or at least let vaccinated kids go without
them.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

5064

I have three girls in Frontier Valley and Cimarron, I believe offering homeschooling to those
who are concerned about their family's health is a good option. The issues surrounding masks,
illnesses, and not being able to live normal lives is becoming concerning. I think our children's
mental health should be a big part of this decision.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

5065

If individuals choose to mask, that is perfectly acceptable. Unfortunately, If a student is
severely immuno compromised most social, settings wouldn’t be appropriate for that individual.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

5066

While not fun, masking indoors is truly the only protection we can provide our children - and
that’s our job as parents and educators. I’m concerned about large class outbreaks and the
impact it could have on learning. My children are masking during school right now and are
some of the only children taking this precaution. A mask requirement in the classroom is a
small price to pay in an effort to keep students, staff, and the larger community healthy. We

8/13/2021 5:11 PM
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are being irresponsible and quite naive in thinking our children and families won’t be affected
by the rapidly spreading variant.
5067

My 5 year old grandson attends Prairie Crossing Elementary. We would feel so much better if
masking was required for the District.

8/13/2021 5:11 PM

5068

I am in support of a mask mandate for schools with children 11 and younger to follow CDC
guidance as well. Thank you.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5069

Make masks MANDATORY in schools!

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5070

Students are failing because they can’t be educated in person. The chance of a child who gets
COVID dying or becoming seriously ill is miniscule, far less than 1%.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5071

Please do not make these kids wear masks at school!

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5072

Absolutely DISAGREE with masking kids in school or at all! It is a personal choice & should
remain up to the parents of the child or children attending school!!!

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5073

Many diseases have been known over the years, and to build antibodies masks are Not going
to help that.Based on levels of COVID cases, I understand the concern but children are less at
risk. Forcing vaccines that are not FDA approved is obscured, and not moral. My children can
not grow and live a normal life and building antibodies with a mask over Their faces!

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5074

As a parent of three teenagers and a youth leader to dozens of teens, I can unequivocally say
that mandatory masks have had negative effects on our youth. There are just as many
scientific studies that negate the effectiveness of masks as there are in favor of masks. The
science can be disputed on either side. However, what cannot be disputed is the negative
mental and emotional effects that mask wearing has on our children. What cannot be disputed
is the rise in depression, anxiety and suicide rates in our children, directly correlating to mask
wearing. It should be a choice. If a student or teacher feels it is necessary and safer to wear a
mask, they can wear one. It should be a choice.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5075

One of my children has a speech delay. She does not benefit from help with masks on. I feel
like the vaccine will be available soon enough for younger kids and is already available for
older kids to lower their risk

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5076

Please don’t make masks a mandate. If families want to choose to wear them they can. Covid
is going nowhere and we can’t continue to expect our kids to wear masks all the time. Their
immune systems have already suffered by not being sick the past year. We need germs to
keep us healthy. Please keep this a family choice if they want to wear masks to school.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5077

I will remove my children from the district and homeschool them if masks are required. I
REFUSE to allow my children to be pawns for political stunts, and I will not allow them to go
through the trauma that they endured for the past 3 semesters. You have done more harm than
good the past year and a half, now it is time to go back to normal, and that means that it is ok
for our children to get sick without shutting down schools and classrooms just like they did
before this politically driven pandemic. I will do anything to keep the district from getting funds
for my children if mandates for masks or vaccines are implemented.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5078

Masks should not be mandated for kids not in high school. Were there any cases of confirmed
student to student transfer at all in elementary schools in Douglas County last year? You
should not put in place a policy that negatively impacts the majority for the few. Within Soaring
Hawk elementary school there is hardly any masks being worn by kids. I think that is all you
need to know to assess that school's parents view on the subject. Kids are at an extremely
low probability of having a bad outcome from covid. The way elementary school children wear
masks i doubt it provided any protection whatsoever last year. This seems like an attempt to
cover the boards own behind just because the idiotic cdc is saying masks should be worn. If
spread starts to happen within the school setting than reassess.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5079

I don’t believe masking prevents the spread of covid.

8/13/2021 5:10 PM

5080

It has been 18 months since the start of this. We obviously have had more than enough time
to develop and distribute a vaccine. We have had more than enough time to have SCIENTIFIC
DATA on the harm of masking children. Look no further than Florida where some schools had
mandates and others did not. There was no difference between the two types of schools. In
some places, those schools without mandates fared better. There is no benefit, only harm! But
even beyond that, looking at the basic functionality of a mask - the virus particles are dozens,
if not hundreds of times smaller than the weave of a fabric mask. These masks cannot keep

8/13/2021 5:09 PM
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the virus out. It’s impossible. What do masks do then? They harm. They harm emotionally,
educationally and socially. We cannot allow our kids to be harmed by them any longer. If a
mask mandate is put on my children for another DAY I will be pulling them from the school
system.
5081

Please stick to the current recommendation and keep masking “recommended” and not
“required.” Parents should have the right to make the choice that is best for their children. I
know for my children, their mental wellness has been greatly affected by masks and all the
lockdowns and uncertainty or hybrid, remote, and then in person last year. Please, give them
the option of breathing fresh air and having some semblance of normalcy in their lives. Suicide
in youth is at an all time high. I firmly believe it is the result of all the uncertainty and ever
changing “rules” on what is allowed or not allowed. Please, let the parents choose for their
children. By keeping it “recommended” and not “required,” you are allowing those that feel
safest with masks, the option to wear them. It’s win- win. If they want masks, they can have
their kids in masks. But if parents feel, based on personal experience and world wide
statistics, that they don’t see masks as beneficial, then they don’t have to put them on their
children.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5082

While not fun, masking indoors is truly the only protection we can provide our children - and
that’s our job as parents and educators. I’m concerned about large class outbreaks and the
impact it could have on learning. My children are masking during school right now and are
some of the only children taking this precaution. A mask requirement in the classroom is a
small price to pay in an effort to keep students, staff, and the larger community healthy. We
are being irresponsible and quite naive in thinking our children and families won’t be affected
by the rapidly spreading variant.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5083

I am asking you to reinforce free choice on the issue of masking. I know some parents will find
comfort is knowing some will be wearing masks, but there are also many parents that know
that the science supporting masking is very limited and, in the case of kids, is nonexistent.
Kids breathing their own spit all day is distracting AND proven unhealthy. In addition, what is
even the reason for masking kids?? Last year the reasoning was protecting teachers from kids
spreading germs. This year all teachers who have wanted to are vaccinated. There is,
according to your own science, much less risk to staff and teachers. The kids risk from
COVID is extremely low and masking makes no sense (1 because it doesn’t work, especially
in a closed classroom for 8 hours) and (2 because it interferes with learning and has significant
proven psychological harm to children). Long story short, if a mask mandate is implemented
and schools enforce, you will see enrollment plummet - I assure you. Hundreds and hundreds
of families will leave, including mine. It isn’t an idle threat. We’re fed up. The health dept is not
a law making/governing/elected body. Do the right thing and let parents manage their own
children. Provide choice and encourage non-judgmental acceptance of everyone’s choice.
Leave management of schools to the administrators from each school. Thank you

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5084

I’m against kids wearing masks while attending school. More data is needed before a definitive
action regarding masks and vaccines is implemented. Some doctors say masks will protect
people and kids from Covid others say the opposite. Plus didn’t the CDC say kids were at
lower risk of dying from Covid? We in our family say no to wearing masks in schools.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5085

I really want the schools to have the best opportunity to stay open and operating as normal!
We have high risk individuals in our family. Research is so clear that masking and mitigation
works to help protect the spread of COVID-19. None of our children are yet old enough to
receive the vaccination so please consider masking policies for schools until more safety
options are available for school-aged children.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5086

I believe the current mask policy is sufficient. It allows families to chose if they would like to
wear a mask or not.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5087

I recognize that there may be a need for masking in the future, but at this time and for the
foreseeable future I am opposed to requiring masks for elementary students. Douglas County
has a high vaccination rate, students under 11 are not at risk from the virus, there is no good
objective evidence of student spread from schools, and summer daycare showed no outbreak
events. On the other hand, masking of students at school all day in the last school year has
caused a high degree of anxiety and stress and other mental illness in students, and other
conditions that outweigh the limited risk to students and teachers from the virus in the school
setting. My own daughter developed face rashes and could not wear her eyeglasses because
of the masks. I strongly encourage Tri-County to refrain from any requirement to wear masks
in elementary schools.

8/13/2021 5:09 PM
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5088

I feel masks should be worn by choice ONLY!!!!!

8/13/2021 5:09 PM

5089

I think it is a safety hazard to allow anyone to approach a school while wearing a mask.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5090

Mask up!

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5091

My child is in school where the majority are not vaccinated because they are underaged. The
students are not social distancing either. At this point the only mitigation available is masking.
We have to apply some kind of mitigation to help slow down the spread of this terrible virus.
Additionally, the new variant can be spread by the vaccinated as well, so masking for everyone
just makes sense. It doesn't make sense that we cannot apply just this one thing that most
health and safety organizations strongly suggest.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5092

I am a RN and I care about our kids and the health of the community. It is a mask. My children
are grown. If it saves just one life it is worth it. This should NEVER have been political. It is
proven masks save lives. Have we lost the ability to empathize for other human beings. We
need to do the right thing and protect our children.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5093

People should have the freedom to choose masks or no masks. I have a child with sensory
processing challenges and masks are an absolute nightmare. She cannot concentrate. She is
a healthy child otherwise and does not need this added distraction in school. She also had a
vocal abnormality, and it’s difficult for her to speak and be heard even without a mask on.
Please respect each family’s individual choices. There is a reason some of us cannot tolerate
masks and we respect those who may want to wear them. Not wearing one is not being “antimask.” Also, our numbers in Douglas Co are low and the variant has a higher survival rate and
less hospitalizations. I will be pulling my chicks out of DCSD and sending to private school if
the mandate os set forth.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5094

Having a child who had covid and have younger children at home who can be vaccinated we
need to protect them.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5095

I am begging you to help us protect our kids by mandating mask wearing in schools. I am a
high school teacher, and only about 10% of my students are currently masking. That means
there is a LARGE group of unvaccinated kids who are not wearing masks- in a crowded high
school setting that is asking fir Delta to spread like wildfire. Some of the few who are doing the
right thing by masking feel like the “odd one out” and/or feel pressure to take off their mask. A
mandate would keep them from feeling ostracized as well as minimize disruptions to our inperson learning for all. In addition, I have two elementary age children who cannot be
vaccinated yet. (They will be the second they are eligible!) Again, a pretty small % of
elementary kids wear masks, and my girls feel so conspicuous. Masks are they only
protection they have available to them right now, but their effectiveness is limited when such a
small percentage of kids are wearing them. When these kids have the opportunity to be
vaccinated, it’s worth revisiting, but until then PLEASE help us protect our little ones in the
only way we can right now- with universal masking. Thank you for all the work you are doing
here- I can only imagine what a tough job it is to be a public health professional right now.

8/13/2021 5:08 PM

5096

I believe families can make their own decision regarding wearing a mask. There is little
evidence to support the claim that children are in danger. The adult vaccination rate continues
to increase.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5097

To start there are NO STUDIES that prove masks work. In fact there are many showing they
do more harm Than good. Basic knowledge of high school science will tell you the micron size
of a virus is exponentially smaller than that of a surgical mask or cloth maskc, thus Rendering
it useless. Even the box states it’s manufactured for use against corona virus .. so let’s follow
the science shall we?!? Even medical personnel change out masks each time they come in
out of a room! They’re not designed to wear 8 plus hours a day ! Breathing in your own co2 and
bacteria all day! 2. what is the reasoning behind masking when there is no requirement in the
Town of CR? We have been unmasked all summer with no real increase in cases or death. I
can go anywhere in the town of castle Rick snd not be required to mask per the city council. 3.
Let’s get to cases… we’re determining cases and thus increase in cases based on an FDA
level 1 recall of the PCR TEST BECAUSE IT DOESN’T WORK! Negating all other reasons for
wearing masks because you’re determining the need based on a flawed test that creates
FALSE POSITIVES! 4. My children do not want to wear masks. They want to see their friends
faces and hear unmuffled speech from their teachers. Mask if you want to. Vaccinate if you
want to .. BUT DO NOT TELL ME WHAT MY CHILDREN NEED TO DO in order to make
others feel safe. If parents or kids are that scared of a virus with a 99.9% recovery rate in kids
then I suggest they stay home.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM
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5098

My child attends Pine Grove Elementary in Douglas County. She was exposed to Covid-19 on
her first day of school- I’m extremely concerned for her safety, as most of the children,
parents, and staff there do not wear masks, do not practice social distancing in classrooms,
and don’t seem to take the Covid-19 threat seriously. I strongly encourage passing a mask
mandate for Douglas County Schools, and investigating schools that do not mandate mask
wearing.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5099

Please mandate masks in school for ages 5-12. This age range does not have access to
vaccines yet. When we give you our children in return we want their safety. In mandating
masks you are providing that safety.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5100

Parents should be responsible for making decisions regarding their child’s safety and wellbeing, not government agencies or political interests. Throughout the pandemic, children of
middle-school age and younger have been proven to be at low risk for contracting and
spreading the virus amongst each other. Having small children wear a mask in a school setting
is far more dangerous for their individual health and the health of others because of a lack of
fresh air and the un-sanitary nature of masks after being worn for hours at a time. Please let
parents make decisions based on what’s best for their individual family situations.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5101

I am sure you are hearing from many parents and teachers on the issue of masking students
in school. I wanted to add my voice and perspective as a parent, teacher, and charter school
board member. These past 2 school years I have watched students in a variety of settings
struggle emotionally, psychologically, and academically from the struggles relating to Covid.
While I fully understand the decisions we made as a society the past school years, looking at
the data and the students it is time for us to evaluate if the solutions we a have are worse than
the disease. Yes, some kids are impacted by Covid, but how does that balance with the
overwhelming number of students who are struggling with depression, suicide, and loneliness. I
have watched my son struggle to develop friendships while, in his words, "being hidden behind
a mask and not being able to 'see' who people really are". The impacts of quarantines and
hiding behind masks are huge, especially for students. How many students are struggling
emotionally and mentally compared to an illness that for most has a minimal impact. Yes,
Covid is tragic, for some, and we wish no one would get sick or die. Unfortunately Covid, and
the variants, are here to stay and we need to balance our protection of the few with the needs
of the many. Correct mask wearing can help to alleviate some illnesses, but there are multiple
studies showing the way the average person wears/handles a mask is not correct for stopping
bacteria from being transmitted, and actually can increase respiratory illnesses in the wearer.
Parents and staff should have a choice in their own health to decide if they want a vaccine for
themselves and their children or not and if they want to wear a mask or not. So please, for the
sake of the mental, emotional, and academic health of our students, do not mandate masks in
our community!

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5102

Since there is no social distancing among students and staff, it will be greatly appreciated if
everyone wear face masks because even those who are not vaccinated do not wear face
coverings. This is also a great way to protect each other to stop the spread of Covid.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5103

1) In our country and especially in our county, those who wish to be vaccinated have had that
opportunity. In Douglas County, there is no shortage of vaccines for those who wish to be
vaccinated. 2) Those ages 12+ who have not been vaccinated have done so voluntarily and
must assume the associated risks of refusing vaccination. They may wear or nor wear a mask
based on their own risk assessment. 3) The vaccine has been proven effective, and those who
have received it have minimized their risks and should not be required to mask-up for the
benefit of those who have chosen (for whatever reason) to not be vaccinated. 4) Everyone can
make their own decisions based on their own understanding and risk evaluation. 5) The best
defense is the vaccine and those who have chosen not to be vaccinated should not rely on the
rest of the population to mitigate their risk.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5104

Please do not require masking. Let every family decide what is best for their children. Covid-19
does NOT affect children in the way it affects our older community. These kids need to see
faces to learn. This is especially important for younger kids learning grammar and how to read.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5105

Please do not require facemasks. Parents who want their kids to wear them should put them
on their kids. It’s absolutely ridiculous and does not protect from Covid. The chances of kids
dying from the flu or higher than Covid.

8/13/2021 5:07 PM

5106

I believe masking younger students is an ineffective COVID mitigation strategy. Mask wearing
has been shown to increase touching of face, mouth and nose in young populations.

8/13/2021 5:06 PM
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5107

You have no right to mandate masks in schools. The virus has almost no affect on kids under
18, and those who feel uncomfortable can choose to wear a mask. Don’t take away people’s
agency, He’ll no.

8/13/2021 5:06 PM

5108

It is proven that masks do not work and I will not put a mask on my child

8/13/2021 5:06 PM

5109

Mandating masks is anti science and any should be ignored.

8/13/2021 5:06 PM

5110

We will be taking our child out of school if you require Masks

8/13/2021 5:06 PM

5111

NO MASKS under any circumstance.

8/13/2021 5:06 PM

5112

Our granddaughter was id’d as a “close contact” to positive Covid on her first day of school.
Although strong encouragement for masking, we saw few masks with students and staff.
There is no social distancing as desks are pushed together in pods of four. The environment
was unsafe and needs very serious investigation.

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5113

My sped daughter refuses to wear her mask. Last year when she was finally able to attend
school she had to sit behind a screen and had very minimal Interaction with other students.
This year she hates school and may have been permanently effected. Children need to read
faces, they need interaction and social cues. Masks must remain a personal and family
choice!! We must find a balance!

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5114

Masking is causing more harm that good long term, keep masking an option for those who
would prefer more protection. I didn’t vaccinate my children just so they can continue to wear
masks.

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5115

Masks & Vaccinations!

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5116

Please consider that data shows most types of masks are ineffective for true protection from
airborne viruses, only the N95 would really make any difference, and these are uncomfortable
for younger students. From the last year, we've also seen data hold up that younger students
have shown to be more resistant to this virus than even the flu. Please also consider
psychological impact of not being able to interact with teachers in a developmental period
when facial expressions are an important part of learning. Wearing a mask has been VERY
HARD on my teenagers, and I am certain it would be much harder on younger learners. Thank
you.

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5117

Masking children should be left up to parents to decide and not be forced upon families by the
county. Families should evaluate based on their families assessed risk. Forcing young healthy
children to wear masks is damaging to their physiological development and physically
damaging to be breathing their own carbon dioxide all day. The science and data has proven
young healthy children with no underlying medical issues are not high risk for Covid. Please
leave it to families to decide what best for their own kids.

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5118

Masking should be optional!

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5119

I’m a student at chaparral and I was so excited to come back now that masks weren’t
mandatory and so were a lot of my friends. If it is decided that masks are mandatory schools
are going to lose students and therefore lose funding. This will completely mess up the whole
school system

8/13/2021 5:05 PM

5120

I absolutely do not want mask mandate for my kids in elementary school. It has caused my
children anxiety and a dislike for in person learning. My children complain of not being able to
breathe or hear their teachers. The damage the masks are doing to the children is far worse
emotionally. We will consider removing our kids from public school if this is the direction
Douglas county takes.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5121

As a parent of 5 children, and a practicing registered nurse, I am asking you to please keep a
mask mandate OFF the table for our children. Over the last year and a half I have seen the
mental health of our children decline due to many factors; one being mandated to wear masks.
Younger kids need facial cues to communicate and that is being taken away with masking. I
have never considered home schooling my children, but a homeschool co-op is sounding
better and better if the mask mandate comes back to the schools. Children are not getting
critically ill with Covid, so these mandates are unnecessary.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5122

Last year, in the name of keeping the Grandparents in our lives safe, I kept my 3 boys home
and committed to elearning for the entire school year. This year, we sent our kids back to
school for in person learning and now there is risk of Delta variant spreading to our

8/13/2021 5:04 PM
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unvaccinated children under 12. Personally, I feel like I didn’t take all the precautions last year
to keep Covid from infiltrating my home, just to send them this year to potentially catch a
mutation of the virus that is more likely than the original strain to make them sick. Please at a
very minimum enforce a mask mandate in Douglas county, at least until we can get these kids
vaccinated.
5123

Due to the rise in COVID cases related to the Delta varient I think it is essential to wear masks
indoors until further notice.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5124

This would be horrible for the kids to wear masks. Teachers are vaccinated and the symptom
children are mild to non. Wearing a mask will hurt their lungs and make a worse impact on their
health then the mask will help! Plus the kids HATE them I refuse to send my children to
mountain ridge with masks. The government and cdc are politic driven and if you mandate it.
You will prove you are a democratic politic hungry school district and do not listen to the
parent.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5125

I believe that it should always be up to the parents or the individuals to wear masks or not to
wear masks.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5126

Douglas County schools are doing very little to mitigate the risks of covid. The data shows that
our unvaccinated children are at risk with the delta variant and you are sitting idly by while they
risk their lives at school each day. My son is one of only two children in his class that is
wearing a mask and as a teacher (in cherry creek where the right decision has been made
about masks) that social distancing is not happening in these classrooms. Our kids have
sacrificed enough. They should not have to sacrifice their health to appease adults who believe
masks are an issue of freedom.

8/13/2021 5:04 PM

5127

I kept my children home remote for all of the last school year for THEIR safety. I am a
pediatric RN and I believe that the kids need to go back to school in person, but I also only
want this to happen if it is being done safely. Masks ARE THE ANSWER. Until the younger
population can get vaccinated it is putting our kids at risk. With the new delta variant,
vaccinated individuals should still be masking as well. American Academy is not even
requiring unvaccinated teachers to wear masks around our unvaccinated kids. My kids will be
wearing masks but just having them wear masks does not keep them safe unless others
around them are wearing masks for them. I am 100% uncomfortable sending my kids to school
in person without a mask mandate. I feel like I am having to choose between mental health
and physical health. Masks would keep everyone safe until the children can be vaccinated.
Please consider putting a school mask mandate in place for 11 and under at minimum.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5128

Please require masks in schools as thIs is a scientifically-based way to prevent the spread of
COVID, especially among young children who are not eligible for vaccinations. As a doctor, I
believe that this is a moral and ethical imperative, and will allow students to continue in-person
learning.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5129

I believe that most school staff in DCSD are vaccinated. However, despite the fact they were
willing to be vaccinated, they seem to be ignoring the new data on the Delta variant being
transmissible by thé vaccinated. I know that given our county commissioners’ current stance
on masks, they are a hard sell. However, I think it’s selfish and arrogant for adults who work in
schools with students 11 and under not to mask. The principal at my child’s school (the
captain of the ship with a PhD) doesn’t mask. No one in the office masks. The teachers aren’t
masking. Hubris.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5130

Greetings, I find it troubling that there is no nuance to this issue, at least certainly not in the
multiple choice selections listed below for parents to give feedback on the topic of masks in
schools for their children. I think far too many of us have forgotten what country we live in and
what laws govern this land. We live in a constitutional republic and the United States
Constitution is still the supreme law of the land, the amendments to our Constitution provide
for the individual and family to have the greatest leeway possible in freedom of expression,
speech, actions, faith, conscience, and yes even health decisions. Every American is free to
make their own decision about what type of clothing, personal protective equipment is, or isn’t
appropriate for any individual health or non-health care related issue. If a teacher does, or,
does not decide to wear a mask, or be vaccinated that is fine. If a student wishes to wear a
mask or be vaccinated, provided they do so with the approval and support of their parents or
legal guardians then that too is in fact fine. If someone is uncomfortable with their child being
in the public school system due to choices made by others, that too is fine. As for myself and
my wife, (who has written her own comment and responded to this poll), neither of us are
comfortable with our children wearing masks in any circumstance or any setting, especially at

8/13/2021 5:03 PM
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school. We also reserve the right to change our own minds on a case by case basis with new
better information that we have both fully vetted. If the Douglas County school District decides
to go forward with mandating masks again, we will unfortunately have to pull our children out of
school permanently, I hope that we do not have to make that choice. It is my prayer and hope
that the Douglas County school board and district decides to support traditional American
constitutional values of freedom and individual choice and support both parents, teachers, and
staff to make the choices that make the most sense for them instead of taking top down,
heavy-handed and restrictive measures. As Americans, we all would do well to begin caring
less about the choices of others and instead focus more on our own by taking to heart what Dr.
Benjamin Franklin suggested that the motto written on our currency be; “Mind Your Business“.
Semper Fidelis, - Joseph Kibler
5131

Masking is a logical and simple way to protect our children and communities. My son is
currently attending school with a mask.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5132

Right now there is 100,000 new cases everyday in the country. The children under 11 are
unvaccinated and are at high risk. Dr Ambika , a pulmonologist from California has encouraged
kids and adults wear mask in indoors.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5133

To put it simply I’ll refer the department to their own data that demonstrates that children are
NOT high risk from contracting Covid nor are they reservoir spreaders for the community.
Outside of your own data studies have demonstrated this repeatedly. It is time our officials
start looking to the very science they preach and see that masking children does nothing to
prevent transmission and rather creates solid detriments to learning and social interaction that
our children have been missing out on for 18 months!

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5134

Masking should be determined by the children’s parents and not a mandate.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5135

In person school is a must. Masking is a minor inconvenience that will reduce the
consequences of unvaccinated. Delta variant has significant impact to school-age children and
masking is an obvious decision to maximize probability of them staying in school.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5136

Protection for those unable to vaccinate- my second grader who has pre-existing health
conditions and already had to do e-learning last year and missed his friends and teachers so
much. Potential impact on secondary spread- and the fact that the delta variant is SO
contagious. Enhanced in-person learning (fewer disruptions due to isolation, outbreaks)elearning was so hard on our child and he has had a very hard time coming back to in person
school. Could reduce mental health stress due to bullying (of mask wearers) and time out of
class due to isolation, school disruption. There is definitely bullying going on and people don't
want to wear their masks or hide that they are wearing their masks because they are afraid of
backlash.

8/13/2021 5:03 PM

5137

The variant is affecting more and more children. Giving them a choice, they will choose what
their friends wear or don’t wear. Let’s keep them safe!!!! Choose masks for all students.

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5138

There is ZERO evidence masks work, and lots of evidence to prove they don't work. If masks
worked, we wouldn't be in this situation. If masks work, then no student who is exposed needs
to "isolate". If masks work no student needs to isolate, if they are neg or pos for Covid. And
since teens are hardly getting covid and much fewer symptoms than adults, there is ZERO
reason to isolate. Masks are a placebo affect for people who are afraid, so that they feel
comfortable. If teachers are afraid to teach, THEY need to teach remote. Students need to be
IN school. Stop creating more mental health issues with our children by masking them. We.
Are. Done. NO MORE MASKS! This applies to staff as well.... This is a personal choice.
Leave the students and staff at each of our schools alone.

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5139

Pls require masks for all individuals under 12 and in direct contact with those kids until a
vaccine is available. Our family has been vaccinated except for my 10 yo. He needs to be in
school as he struggled with the lack of interaction during remote learning I feel like masking is
a minimal request to keep my child safe. Once the vaccine is available he will get vaccinated
and At that point parents can make their own decision whether or not to vaccinate If they
chose not to, then they can deal with the consequences if their child gets sick

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5140

No masks for kids! They have already endured so much. We need to be focused on the mental
ramifications of having them in masks again. NO MASKS!

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5141

My son is starting his first year of preschool next week at Clear Sky Elementary. He has a
significant speech delay and will be receiving services in class. I am terribly afraid of sending
him to school and expecting to wear a mask and having his teachers masked. How will he

8/13/2021 5:02 PM
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progress if he can’t seen the mouths and facial expressions of others? He is three years old, I
don’t want his first school experience to be a year of keeping his face covered when he has no
idea why and cannot comprehend why. Please don’t make me mask my 3 year old.
5142

I do not believe our children should be required to wear masks, I feel it should be our own
freedom of choice! I think that kids should not be wearing a mask 7 hours a day that is not
good for them. And my main concern is how many times a day thay are touching their masks
to adjust them that is just adding germs right on their face, and many more concerns. If masks
are made mandatory I will have to pull my 4 kids out of school!

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5143

I've seen first hand how the mask mandates don't work and cause anxiety in children.

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5144

CDC claims people who are vaccinated do not have severe symptoms with the delta variant.
So if someone chooses not to vaccinate that is on them. Masks don’t work anyway

8/13/2021 5:02 PM

5145

I think there could be more done to protect students and I believe school admin and teachers
should be able to set aside their personal opinions and lead by example. It’s difficult sending
my child into a class of 21 where he is 1 of only 5 kids who wears a mask. Mask wearing
could be the way we’re able to keep schools open this year and that’s my main prioritykeeping my child inside the classroom and healthy.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

5146

My daughter, 16, is fully vaccinated and although wearing a mask at school was not something
we hoped for this year, if it means more full time learning, less quarantine days and protecting
vulnerable students and staff that are unable to get vaccinated, we are ready to do our part. I
implore that the board members lift the mask mandate once it is safe to do so and not before.
The loud voices that may oppose the mask mandate, do not represent the majority of
thoughtful and considerate parents that understand this is the best way to manage this crisis
at the moment

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

5147

I have 2 young children, and while they did not have to wear masks at their daycare center - I
would like my kindergartener to wear a mask in class to avoid getting sick from other kids or
unvaccinated parents, and bringing illness home to his younger sibling. I was disappointed to
see hardly any other kids or adults wearing masks inside the school building. I think we need
to have masks for younger kids until they are eligible for the covid vaccine.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

5148

I do not support requiring students to wear masks at school. We don’t know the mental and
emotional impact of wearing masks will have on these children that are still developing. The
CDC even admitted that they need to do more research on this. Suicide rates, anxiety and
depression are through the roof and as the parent of 3 children I know this is in large part due
to mask wearing.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

5149

We know from decades of research that surgical or cloth masks are not effective at preventing
disease. Children are not spreading the virus or affected by the virus the same way as adults
(especially older adults). Therefore common sense and science tell us that children do not
need to be masked and that they are harmed from masking. Wearing a dirty mask all day that
they constantly touch does not reduce the risk of transmitting the virus. In addition masks
harm the social and emotional development of children. Parents should be the final decision
maker and whether or not their child wears a mask. If we did not mask for the flu in past years
there’s no reason for us to mask our children now.

8/13/2021 5:01 PM

5150

Given the current CDC recommendations, a recent UK study that showed the delta variant to
be 2.5X more likely to infect children, and the ongoing knowledge that COVID-19 can cause
infection in and be spread by even vaccinated parties, a universal mask mandate protects the
most vulnerable members of our community. Starting the school year without a mask mandate
and without a vaccine for young children leaves concerned parents NO WAY to protect their
children short of pulling them back into e-learning (which impacts their ability to engage in
person with children their age). By mandating masks in schools you're giving parents a way to
reasonably protect their children, give them a more robust education experience, and
importantly not force a division or alienate certain students. We're in this together. Wearing a
mask hurts NO ONE and gives students the best chance at having a school year as close to
normal as possible, SAFELY.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5151

Please do not mandate masks. This should be an options for parents to make. Please take
care of the children who are not able to wear masks. They are creating respiratory problems in
children. Children are not wearing them correctly and are doing more harm.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5152

I think we should ha e kids wearing masks to reduce risks of bringing home the virus to you
get siblings or adults that can’t get the vaccine

8/13/2021 5:00 PM
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5153

It is vital for the health and safety of all the children (especially those too young to be
vaccinated against COVID) to wear masks in school. I consider it a dereliction of duty for all
those involved in the decision making (tri-county, school boards, etc…) to not follow the
science and do everything they can to set forth rules and procedures that ensure as much
safety as is possible. Forget political pressure and do what is right.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5154

Please let the choice of mask wearing be up to the parents. I have a sped child that does
nothing but get worked up and anxious, making her not able to focus as well in school, and a
child who has asthma and suffers a great deal from wearing a mask. I am I’m no position to
homeschool my children so that is out of the question. I’m not injecting an experimental drug
into my child nor am I going to suffocate them with a mask. Last time I checked, I birthed my
children, therefore, their well being is my choice and not yours.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5155

Masks on children are doing more psychological damage than any benefit to their health. It’s
been very obvious that this virus is not affecting our younger generations near to the extent of
those 60 and older. Students need to be able to have a positive place for learning and
socialization. Requiring masks will do nothing more than cause more damage than good.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5156

Let the parents and a school personnel decide. Do not force masks on everyone.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5157

Keep our kids and teachers safe! Masks work! (I work in pediatric health.) Everyone needs to
participate in keeping us healthy.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5158

Mask use for viral transmission prevention is authorized for Emergency Use only. By requiring
children to wear a mask, you are promoting the idea that the mask can prevent or treat a
disease, which is an illegal deceptive practice. It is unlawful to advertise that a product or
service can prevent disease unless you possess competent and reliable scientific evidence.
Regardless of the lack of safety and efficacy behind the decision to require a child to wear a
mask, it is illegal to mandate EUA approved investigational medical therapies without informed
consent, which you cannot provide, as it does not exist. The law is very clear; It is unlawful to
conduct medical research (even in the case of emergency), unless steps are taken to secure
informed consent of all participants.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5159

Please continue to allow parents to choose what is best for their kids. DO NOT MANDATE
MASKS FOR CHILDREN! We will immediately pull our kids from public school.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5160

I fully support and encourage schools to have a full mask mandate. Our children's health must
be protected and I believe masks can help mitigate Covid 19 and other transmissable viruses.
My son is 5 years old and not eligible for the vaccine. I was extremely disappointed to find him
and only a few other kids in class with masks on this week. His teacher was also not wearing
one. This can be especially confusing when some people wear them and some don't. I believe
having a mask mandate in the classroom will also alleviate stress on teachers with which kids'
parents want them to wear one which don't care. Please follow Cherry Creek district and
Boulder by mandating masks in our Douglas County schools. This disease will continue to
mutate and become even more detrimental if we don't take as many precautions as possible.
Masks are scientifically backed and encouraged to help stop Covid 19 from spreading. It
should be our duty as parents and responsible adults to protect each other. As I work in
healthcare and wear a mask daily, for the last year and a half, I know how simple it is to wear
one. It is physically NOT a problem at all. There is no risk wearing one, but extreme risk
without one. Please help protect our kids by doing this simple mandate. Thank you for your
time.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5161

The vulnerable have already been vaccinated. Children are NOT vulnerable. Children are far
more likely to die from the flu than from Covid. We didn't have a mask mandate for the flu, it's
irrational to have one for a virus that's less of a threat to kids. The vulnerable have been
vaccinated. The "cautious" have been vaccinated. Stop using children as a tool to bolster the
fears of adults. Children are not vulnerable. Adults (primarily elderly) are and they have been
vaccinated. Cases does not equal hospitalizations or deaths. Children are not dying from
Covid. They are dying from suicide. They are dying from isolation. They are dying from the
power trips of politicians. Give kids the choice to wear a mask if it makes them feel better - do
not force it on all of them.

8/13/2021 5:00 PM

5162

Please follow the CDPHE guidelines. 11 years and younger no masks.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5163

Why are you not mandating mandatory vaccinations for all school staff? That would reduce
risk of transmission and impact in lieu of punishing children. This is arbitrary and politically
driven. If you do not force adults to get vaccines why force children to wear masks?

8/13/2021 4:59 PM
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5164

Please protect kids until they can get vaccinated! They need to be in school and healthy! It’s
so close . They will have more “damage” by not being in school than by wearing a mask!

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5165

As a parent of a special needs child, a fraternal twin to this child and a 10 year old boy not
able to be vaccinated yet, I believe that we should adhere to factual data results and listen to
the medical community given the current transmission of the delta variant. Children's Hospital
hosted a town hall on 8/12 and it was evident by the information presented that unless all
personnel and students wear masks, it will be highly likely that many will become ill and may
require hospitalization upon exposure regardless of age. Not knowing who is and who is not
vaccinated in the school environment further creates an environment of stress.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5166

k-5, possibly 6th, is too young to get the vaccine and can't breath with masks, they are
uncomfortable and the rest are mostly vaccinated, so spreading shouldn't be a big issue.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5167

Kods need to see their peers and teachers faces. It is not a healthy learning environment
these kids. They suffered enough last year. Children are not dying from COVID19. If people
feel more comfortable in mask they can were them. We should have the option as citizens of
the US of A.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5168

I fully support any and all measures to keep all of my 3 DC kids safe. Two of them are
vaccinated and my youngest is 11 so not yet vaccinated. Covid and any variants are a critical
public health issue and I fully support (and appreciate when others do) doing whatever it takes
to keep students AND teachers and staff safe and healthy. As a staff person of a nearby
higher education campus who deploys measures proactively and has been able to maintain
lower positivity rates, it is incomprehensible to me that people feel the need to scream at DC
leadership who are trying to be proactive and keep our community safe.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5169

I strongly support universal masking in all indoor settings (with the option to remove masks
when they are outside) for the time being. Cases are increasing at an alarming rate across the
country, and I believe this is the best strategy to protect our youngest students who are unable
to receive the vaccine and who may experience long term side effects and/or become
seriously ill if they contract Covid. Our students need to be attending school in person, and in
order to protect in person education, we need to do whatever we can to make it the safest
environment possible so we can hopefully avoid a return to distance learning. Students who
wear masks now are mostly protecting others. If the majority of students/staff are not wearing
masks, they are still at risk of contracting Covid even with a mask on. Let’s do what we can to
protect our students until the vaccine becomes available for the younger age group. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

8/13/2021 4:59 PM

5170

The vaccine is available for all who want it. Masks are available for all who want them. We are
all able to make the best choice for ourselves and our families and those choices will all look
different. It is imperative that the choice to wear a mask should be left up to the parents, not
unelected government officials.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

5171

Last year those of us who were nervous about the virus had the option to participate in elearning, which my family did. The science is clear that masking reduces transmission of the
virus, and this year I feel that those families who are NOT worried about the virus but feel
strongly about not wearing a mask should similarly have the option to participate in e-learning.
The burden should not continue to be on those of us who have been sacrificing and doing our
best to keep the community safe. If families feel that strongly about anti-masking, they have
the same options that the rest of us do - e-learning.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

5172

I do not support a masking mandate for children of any age in school. I believe it to be
unhealthy to have half of their face covered for the majority of the day. If a mask mandate is
put in place, I will pull my children from public schools.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

5173

At this point it has to be personal choice! There is never going to be the right answer or be able
to please everyone.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

5174

I have MS and am on B cell therapy, which kills my B cells so I have no immune system and
it’s terrifying to me that our kids are not masked. My daughter wears a mask but it’s not as
helpful when just she is wearing one. There is so much science to back masking, and the cdc
even says all schools should be masking. Day one my daughter was the only child out of 20
that had one on, which is really disheartening.

8/13/2021 4:58 PM

5175

I am completely opposed and disgusted that we are still talking about masking our kids against
a virus it doesn’t totally protect against and long term masking consequences are unknown.
More kids die per year of the flu than covid, and we’ve never masked in school for that. It’s

8/13/2021 4:58 PM
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abusive to mask for a virus that has such a little risk to children. The truth is that the health
department and district would mandate masks to make themselves feel better and protect
themselves politically. This is a disgrace. If masks are mandatory for our school children,
parents will start pulling their children from the district, and the schools will lose that funding.
As a parent of 3 kids under the age of 9, I WILL NOT STAND FOR THIS.
5176

I do NOT support mandating masking of our children. It should be up to parent discretion to
mask or not.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5177

Please do not mandate masking. This should be a matter of choice.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5178

As a mother of 3 children under 12 who are ineligible for the vaccine, I strongly support
universal masking in schools. I believe it is our responsibility to protect our children, who as
the science shows are not immune to Covid 19 and its variants. We must listen to the doctors
and scientists and follow their recommended masking protocols.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5179

We go to a school where masks are not required and they are also not monitoring, isolating
and potentially not reporting properly to the CDPHE. At my school they do not consider
someone having symptoms as being a positive case and so there is no isolating and
corresponding quarantining going on. My school has informed me that they feel like their hands
are tied as they don't want to upset other parents by implementing a mask mandate. A
mandate from the county or state is the only thing that will ensure kids are at least masking.
My kids are also in a classroom where social distancing is not possible. There are 22 kids in a
very small classroom where four desks are set up facing each other so even if the child's
parents decides to have them be masked they will be sitting directly across from someone
who is not masked. This all seems extremely cavalier and unsafe given the global pandemic
and public health emergency we find ourselves in. We have the opportunity to be proactive and
protect our most vulnerable population who cannot yet be vaccinated. I want my kids to be in
school for in person learning. We spent all last year doing home school and I feel like my
children suffered without the face-to-face interaction from teachers and other students. I
implore the tri-county health department to implement a mask mandate to protect those
children who cannot yet be vaccinated and ensure that we can stay in school and this year and
not have to go virtual in response to outbreaks that could have otherwise been prevented. I
also don't want to see you more kids in the hospital especially due to the more severe DELTA
variant.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5180

Respectful, I understand the political pressure the board is under, however I believe strongly
that parents should have the right, along with the doctor, to decide if masks are right for their
child, and NOT have this forced upon them by the school district. Kindest Regards- Michael

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5181

I am disappointed at the timing of this meeting, because I work fulltime and can't make
arrangements to participate on such short notice. I share this feedback because I think it will
dramatically impact the voices that you hear "loudly" related to this topic. Families that are
undeserved and likely balancing a heavier weight of life challenges that my family can not fully
participate in this process. Regarding mask wearing in classrooms, my family includes an
immune comprised person. I can see the impact of the stress that my kids are under knowing
that they may bring germs home that will cause them to loose their loved one. We are doing
everything we can to improve their emotional health and still get back to school, but it is hard
to explain when our community isn't doing everything it can to create a safe environment to
learn and thrive. I don't believe that the decision to provide guidance on universal mask
wearing should be a matter of public opinion. I would like to guidance on the subject from the
health department based on risk and a greater understanding of how often residence cross
county boundaries to get a greater understanding of why guidance is varying from one region to
the next.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5182

Covid does not effect kids.. some exceptions with some chronic illnesses, but again those
individuals are prone to catching other diseases/ viruses… I am against as a parent for kids to
wear mask. It disruptive to them and I believe it interferes with their learning. My son has
speech problems and wearing mask makes it worse. Most kids and school age are not prone
to the virus as CDC showed .

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5183

I DO NOT support masking children in schools.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5184

Our lives have had enough disruptions and uncertainty for well over a year now. The best way
to prevent the spread of this vicious virus is to mask up. I am already sending my daughter to
school in a mask, but she is only one of three in her class of over 20 children wearing a mask
in the classroom. I am terrified of my daughter being exposed to the virus and bringing it home

8/13/2021 4:57 PM
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to her immunocompromised family members or getting severely ill herself. Our children are too
young to receive the vaccine. The best way we can protect them is to require masks. The
Delta variant has been proven to spread with a lot more ease. Currently the situation at school
is a ticking time bomb. Please mandate masks to protect those that can't get vaccinated and
to ensure that the school year isn't marked by disruptions to our children's lives due to
outbreaks.
5185

The Tri-County Health Dept is highly politicized & biased towards government over reach.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5186

It is completely open… if there are people that want to wear a mask than go ahead and wear it.
Don’t try to drag everyone else into your beliefs, no mask for my kid, she’ll still be your friend if
you decide to wear one

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5187

Unfortunately, in a county full of anti-vaxxers/science deniers, the recommendations for
masking aren’t being adhered to. I have three children attending Coyote Creek Elementary and
less than 30% of the children in their crowded classrooms are wearing masks. We have taken
every precaution over the past 18 months (including a year of eLearning) and three days into
this new year, my son came home sick. We are waiting on Covid test results now. Your
recommendation isn’t working. Please, please institute a mask mandate to keep our children
safe.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5188

Masks don’t work the latest CDC study can confirm it this should be common sense by now. If
you are honestly that concerned and feel the need for elementary age children to wear a mask,
just do remote learning and stay home.

8/13/2021 4:57 PM

5189

Please do not mandate masks. Children with anxiety struggle with the addition stressor in their
day. This could lead to school refusal which contributes to the very isolation that you are
attempting to avoid. Additionally, asking preschoolers to mask all day is inappropriate
developmentally. Our preschool has already indicated that they will fully close should this
mandate pass. This presents a huge challenge for me as a working parent. I cannot provide
my daughter all she needs while also tending to my job duties. Loss of my job would create a
huge hardship on my family and lead to us to financial devastation. The board of health should
focus on other hygenic practices and ensure that schools of all natures have access to what
they need to maintain a healthy environment.

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5190

I would prefer all schools mask due to asymptomatic transmission and potential to bring it
home to younger unvaccinated siblings or at risk family members. But I would like, at the very
least, to have masks required in schools where there are children 11 and under.

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5191

My name is Jenny Robbins. As a mom of a 6th grader at a public school in DCSD, it makes
complete sense to me to have a mask mandate at this time. My family has personally abided
by the CDC's, AAP's, and school district's recommendation to wear masks in school, so my
son is doing so. It would be so helpful if his classmates and staff were doing the same; a
unified effort to keep students, staff, and families safe. My son has not experienced bullying
about his mask wearing to my knowledge. However, I am a mental health counselor, and
clients have reported their children facing this, and I have read instances of it in my
community. Let's pull together, make some small sacrifices, and get to the other side of
COVID!

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5192

With the variants coming out a mask mandate is most prudent to protect people. Without it no
one is wearing masks and they need to be. When given the option, students will not make the
right scientific choice to protect others and themselves. Not mandating it will result in people
getting sick and dying. Please mandate for all school settings for all ages.

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5193

I am a staff member at an elementary school and I have a four and a 2 year old at home
everyday I look around and see hundreds of kids and staff members maskless, knowing that
they are spreading the delta variant. I would feel much more comfortable knowing that masks
are required until my children are able to get the vaccine. It is incredibly worrisome that maybe
15% of our school community is following your strong recommendations to wear a mask. At
this point, a mandate is the only way to possibly positively impact the spread of covid-19. At
least give those who cannot get vaccinated yet a chance to make it to a vaccination point.

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5194

My child cannot wear a mask. He has health issues that make it extremely difficult for him to
have a mask on. If mask mandates are imposed, I will be pulling all 4 of my kids out of school
and homeschooling

8/13/2021 4:56 PM

5195

In my opinion the kids under 12 that cannot be vaccinated are at extremely high risk of Covid.
It would be safer and the kids would be able to have a more normal year if they wore masks

8/13/2021 4:56 PM
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until vaccines are available to all.
5196

I believe that government entities need to mandate masking in schools. Our children under 12
are not vaccinated and our community still has COVID cases. The honor system is not
working for public health. Our children should be protected as much as humanly possible and
right now that means wearing masks, since they can’t get vaccinated. Once vaccinations are
available, they should also be mandated. Leaving it up to individual “responsibility” is not
working to eradicate COVID. Schools and businesses need a higher body to make the rules so
they aren’t targeted for requiring people to do something more than the authorities ask of us.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5197

I strongly oppose having children (any child 18 and younger) wear masks in schools. They
can't see their classmates expressions including smiles, they feel like their is a barrier
between them and others. Especially at the middle school and high school level, masks put a
physical barrier between them and their peers in an already stressful environment. Also, by
enforcing masks you are taking my right as their parent to decide what is best for my family. A
right I take very seriously and one that has been compromised since March of 2020. Please
don't let this over reach go any further. If a family wants to mask they are free to do that under
the current guidelines. If you mandate it, you have taken my rights as a parent away. Please
leave it the way it in now. Thank you.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5198

Please make the decision not to require mask mandates for students; especially at an
elementary level. Please make a final decision and stand behind it throughout the school year.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5199

I feel that it should be a parent and a child decision. I have made health decisions for my son
his whole life and people who do not know my son should not make any decisions for him. I
strongly oppose masks I do not think it’s necessary and I think kids being deprived of less
oxygen is more hurtful than any virus. That being said if some parents feel it’s best for their
kids fine THEY are more than welcome to mask their kids up. Just DONT MAKE MINE! Like I
always say “You do You Boo”.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5200

The science and actual data do not support a mandate.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5201

It would be absolutely ridiculous to mask children especially the smaller ones. There is literally
no data that backs up these findings. Our child would be pulled from the district if this
happens.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5202

Asking unvaccinated individuals is divisive as you are singling out people and forcing them to
show their vaccine status for a method of disease prevention that isn't even proven to work as
all doctors are talking about how it's smaller than what these masks prevent. You're subjecting
kids and teachers to this sort of bullying.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5203

It should be a choice for the individual! Why should someone be forced to wear a mask if the
people wearing a mask are protected by their mask??!!! This is infuriating and if you pass this
you will be loosing a huge amount of students to home schooling programs which long term will
affect your funding for schools. This will put a nail in the coffin for Douglas county school
systems. You have zero right to enforce this health measure, those who want to wear masks
are protected 😡. If you implement this mandate you will loose students which means you will
loose teachers and then we will loose education all together. I highly suggest thinking long term
on this!!! Huge risk to the education system in Douglas county!!

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5204

The safety for our kids should be first and foremost. Voluntarily wearing a mask should be up
to the parents/legal guardian at this time. As CDC and other agencies continue to monitor the
number of cases over the coming week/months we should re-evaluate the need for requiring
masks at school.

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5205

Please do not mandate the masks. My elementary school kids can’t do this again. Please let
each family decide to mask or not!

8/13/2021 4:55 PM

5206

It is extremely difficult to be in the classroom with little ones who chew on and blow their
noses into the masks and I spend my day putting wet masks away or masks back onto their
face which e poses me exponentially to any germs they could have. I feel that Early Childhood
should be excluded from mask mandates. In addition, our children are developing speech
sounds and last year progress on speech was lacking due to the masks. It is more effective
for us to clean and disinfect, space our kiddos and wash hands (a lot) vs. cover their mounts
and method of communication.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5207

I do not support mandatory masks for all students. I believe it should be a choice to wear a
mask. If a student wants to wear a mask we should support it 100%. There should be a zero

8/13/2021 4:54 PM
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tolerance policy for bullying those who choose to use a mask. Our students should be
expected respect the choice of others, but not to be forced to wear something.
5208

I don't believe masks prevent the spread of any virus, especially in kids.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5209

Parents should have the freedom of choice for their kids. Masks should not be mandated.
Children do not typically spread the virus to adults or get it as bad as adults.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5210

This absolutely cannot be mandated by the health department. Parents should individually
decide if they want their children to wear masks in schools or not. The impact of forcing
children to wear masks in schools has been negative to mental health and our children’s
perception of normal.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5211

My daughter is one of five students wearing a mask in class. She is quickly learning how hard
it is to go against peers. My older daughter who rides a bus, has stopped wearing her mask
also, due to peer pressure. My husband works in the medical field as sees people dying every
day, regardless of age, Heath status, ect. This shouldn’t be a political issue.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5212

Remote learning is available for those at risk or kids who’s parents are uncomfortable with
them being in school. I think myself and my kid should have a choice to wear a mask or not
wear a mask. As It’s been said that covid-19 will always be around how do we require our kids
to wear masks forever? I’m in strong opposition to a mask mandate. I believe it should be the
choice of each family. If people are uncomfortable with that they can do remote learning or
wear masks. That gives everyone options they can be comfortable with.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5213

I understand that masking is a polarizing subject, especially in Douglas County, however I
think we most effectively protect all children and families if masks are required and not just
recommended. A ‘strong recommendation’ at Rock Canyon has led to maybe 5% of the
students wearing a mask. Our daughter wears a mask and is vaccinated, but she is the
minority for sure. With just about half of the students at her school being vaccinated, that is
not enough to limit disruptions over the next few months because of Delta. Masking is a minor
inconvenience in order to ensure consistent education and planning, limiting mental health
issues due to disruptions, and overall student and family well being. I watched the latest
broadcast of DCSD‘s meeting regarding masks and I was extremely disappointed in other
peoples’ inability to protect others as a whole. At least while Delta is a threat and our case
numbers are high, masks should be absolutely required for all staff and teachers at all grade
levels if vaccination is not. Thank you for reading this comment and for your consideration.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5214

I feel that universal masking in schools, especially in elementary schools where so few of the
students are able to get vaccinated, is very necessary to keep students in school for the year
and to help slow the spread of COVID-19 in the community.

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5215

Wearing masks is not only detrimental to physical health, but also to mental health especially
in children. Do your own research

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5216

No. I do not consent to my children wearing masks in school

8/13/2021 4:54 PM

5217

Please support freedom of choice, we are vaccinated and as parents we know what is best for
our kids.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5218

We need to be protecting the youngest members of our community by mandating that
everyone must wear masks in schools. New data is showing that vaccinated people may
asymptomatically spread covid more than we previously believed. Staff and students,
vaccinated or not, should all be masking. This is a simple way to help prevent the spread of
covid, and it is supported by the CDC and AAP. Unfortunately, “encouraging” masks is not
enough. My daughter is one of 3 students out of a class of 20 who is wearing a mask at her
school. Her teacher is not wearing a mask. Her principal is not wearing a mask. I want her to
be able to receive a great education and also keep her as safe as possible. Data shows that
masks work. Please require masks for everyone in our schools.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5219

If people want to send their kids with a mask they are welcome to but to mandate is wrong.
There is no science to it and the kids suffer. Kids have been traumatized enough!!! Do NOT
mandate masks. It’s a free world and we have choices. Why should the kids suffer over
hysteria and fear?

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5220

I feel any schools that have kids that can’t get the vaccine elementary and middle school
require masks.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5221

We are absolutely against mask wearing in school. This virus has over a 98% survival rate and

8/13/2021 4:53 PM
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does not affect our children enough to require masking. The kids want normalcy. We should
have the right to choose. Those families who feel they need masking may choose to mask at
school, or reconsider staying home instead. Those of us who don’t have the same fears or
concerns shouldn’t be forced to wear masks or get vaccines. Freedom to choose is important!
It’s what our country has fought for! No mask requirements please!
5222

I am fine with parents requesting there children wear masks but I got the vaccine as well as
my husband to protect myself and help protect my children. I have elementary age students, if
I had middle or high school age my opinion would probably be different. But I think elementary
is less of a risk. I think the most normal school experience is what our children need. And I
think adults that haven't been vaccinated should wear masks.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5223

With the number of kids catching and being hospitalized, it seems wildly irresponsible not to
have a mask mandate this year. I do not understand how this issue has become so political, it
should not be. Masks provide a measure of protection, but only if all involved wear them, this
is whats safest for our kids and those at home. That is all that matters.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5224

“Researchers in Denmark reported on Wednesday that surgical masks did not protect the
wearers against infection with the coronavirus in a large randomized clinical trial.”
https://t.co/bKOENjCKVq — J.B. Handley (@GenRescue) November 18, 2020 Proper use,
storage and cleaning of masks also affects how well they protect you. Follow these steps for
putting on and taking off your mask: Wash or sanitize your hands before and after putting on
your mask. Place your mask over your mouth and nose and chin. Tie it behind your head or
use ear loops. Make sure it's snug. Don't touch your mask while wearing it. If you accidentally
touch your mask, wash or sanitize your hands. If your mask becomes wet or dirty, switch to a
clean one. Put the used mask in a sealable bag until you can get rid of it or wash it. Remove
the mask by untying it or lifting off the ear loops without touching the front of the mask or your
face. Wash your hands immediately after removing your mask. Regularly wash cloth masks in
the washing machine or by hand. (They can be washed along with other laundry.) Masks don't
work. You know why? No one uses them properly. Not one kid in school can follow this
protocol. Not one. In fact, the spread is more likely with masks by creating a cess pool of
germs on the masks. Take the first mask wearing protocol as warned by the CDC - wash your
hands before you put it on and after every time you take it off. Kids don't do this. Come on.
How about don't touch your mask. Really? Kids touch their mask 100 times per hour.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5225

Children are in the low risk category for covid 19, and it has not been scientifically proven that
masks prevent covid transmission. In addition, information is now available that asymptomatic
people do not spread covid. Why not have each teacher supplied with an electronic
thermometer to check a child's temp if they suspect the child is sick and send them to the
office for a parent to pick up, then quarantine the child if they test positive for covid. Masking
all children isn't the answer and it is doing much more harm than good. The bacteria from dirty
masks, the carbon monoxide the kids are breathing all day, the headaches and breakouts
around the mouth are alarming. But more alarming is the psychological damage this is doing to
healthy kids. If a parent chooses or a child wants to mask it should be their choice, but don't
force all children to mask. Please refer to the CDC study that proves masks don't stop the
spread like we were told. From the CDC website. https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/190994_article "Disposable medical masks (also known as surgical masks) are loose-fitting
devices that were designed to be worn by medical personnel to protect accidental
contamination of patient wounds, and to protect the wearer against splashes or sprays of
bodily fluids (36). There is limited evidence for their effectiveness in preventing influenza virus
transmission either when worn by the infected person for source control or when worn by
uninfected persons to reduce exposure. Our systematic review found no significant effect of
face masks on transmission of laboratory-confirmed influenza."

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5226

My child is immune compromised and in the SSN program. Getting covid for her could be fatal
due to her medical condition. Is it harder for people to wear a mask to keep kids such as her
safe or to see classmates like her end up in the PICU and potentially die? Please reconsider
masking till the younger kids can get vaccinated and hopefully the virus would not be fatal
even if they get the virus after vaccination.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5227

It has been proven that universal masking and social distancing reduces the spread of the
virus. Please follow the cdc. Our family needs to work, we need our kids to stay healthy and to
stay in school. Not masking will increase their chances of getting sick. Stop straining working
parents and employers.

8/13/2021 4:53 PM

5228

Newer variants are more dangerous for children and we should aim to protect them. Masking
should be mandatory so we have fewer COVID-19 cases, less school disruptions, and fewer

8/13/2021 4:52 PM
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instances of bullying. Encouraging the spread of COVID-19, having more school disruptions,
and bullying are not acceptable.
5229

Make masks optional as is now.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5230

I am vehemently against forcing my children to wear masks in school.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5231

My children’s physical and mental health are best supported by in-person school WITH
MASKS. It’s quite simple. The masks protect all, and help us avoid having to shut down
schools and go to virtual learning again. Virtual learning was horrible for most students last
year, and most staff.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5232

If an individual WANTS to wear a mask inside, they are more than welcome to do so. They
also have the option to attend school remotely. Forcing everyone to wear a mask to
accommodate those who are not comfortable- when they have other options available- is not
fair and not conducive to learning.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5233

The idea of wearing a mask is not an individual choice in the way that many people are
choosing to phrase it. Mask wearing can lower the risk to our children and when large groups of
people in schools do not wear them, they put our children at higher risk. Wearing your seatbelt
is a personal choice because it impacts just you. Not wearing a motorcycle helmet impacts
just you. Not wearing a mask has been proved to impact the people around you. And in this
case, we are talking about kids. Plus, when the American Pediatric Association and the CDC
say that mask use decreases transmission, we need to follow their suggestion and lower the
risk to our children.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5234

My 3 kids attend DCSD, 2 are not eligible for vaccinations due to age. I have been sending all
of my kids to school with masks, based on CDC guidance. As they report back to me and from
what I see at school, less than 5% of students and administrator are wearing masks. I am
concerned that my chcildren will be ostracized and teased for wearing masks, which I feel is
unfair since that is the recommendation give to us by health experts. Why are we not following
these recommendations as a community and school district? It makes no sense. Put politics
aside and let’s listen to the guidance of scientists and doctors, not politicians.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5235

There's no reason other than politics to avoid a full mask mandate for teachers, staff, and kids
in K-8 environments. Please ensure the safety of all kids.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5236

I do not support masks since covid is mild if any symptoms at all in kids.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5237

It would be absolutely ridiculous to muzzle our small children in school. There is no data to
support such action. Also, pressuring kids to then take an experimental vaccine is both
illogical and dangerous. We would pull our kids from school if this was the case.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5238

I do not feel it is ok to mandate the masks for children. This should be a personal choice as
there are no studies to show the adverse affects the masks can cause in young children. They
do not wear them correctly anyway and are always touching or pulling at them

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5239

Wearing masks indoors should be a personal choice for these kids. The fact you are listening
to people who want to be in charge of everybody’s lives is a joke. If they don’t want to come to
school, they should have the chance to make other arrangements.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5240

Please do not mask our children in schools. There is little evidence and data to support
universal masking for children. You can’t pick and choose when to follow science.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5241

My son is vaccinated and I’m strongly opposed to masking.

8/13/2021 4:52 PM

5242

No masks. Parents choice!!!!!!

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5243

NO MANDATED MASKS!!!!!!!

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5244

Please do not have a school mask mandate for any age! Masking is not healthy for kids to live
a normal life. Look at percent of kids that are dying of Covid - the low numbers should answer
what direction to go.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5245

I work in a dcsdk12 elementary school. 90% Kids and 100% teachers DO NOT wear masks.
We DO NOT want to wear masks. I have my own daughter in elementary school with NO
MASK. Keep it that way.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5246

I am NOT in agreement with masking. Our children need to see one anothers faces, young
children need masks off for speech development. Children learn not only by listening, but by

8/13/2021 4:51 PM
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seeing as well. We are not only talking about education, but the visual cues that are learned by
looking at a person's face as they speak, it influences our emotions, our speech, our hearing
and so much more. Our district went all summer with no masks, why start again now? I do not
believe there has been bullying in the schools with kids who are choosing to wear masks. Most
kids DO NOT CARE if someone has a mask on or not. This should be a parental choice, the
decision of the district. The vast majority of students that I have seen are NOT wearing
masks. Don't force our kids into yet another year of agony not breathing fresh air in hot hot
classrooms. Let them breath, let them play, let them be kids who smile, NOT hidden under a
mask.
5247

If the kids are vaccinated they shouldn’t have to wear a mask. Im happy to send in copies of
my kids vaccine cards to their schools. They’ve been through enough and don’t need any more
emotional setbacks. Maybe for the kids not old enough yet to be vaccinated, fine. But not the
older kids.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5248

High rate of vaccination in Douglas County does not warrant mask wearing by children (who
are at a low risk of developing serious COVID). Time to get back to normal education. Having
all children wearing masks to prevent bullying would be the equivalent of having all children
wear glasses to prevent the kids that wear glasses from being bullied. Not a reason to
mandate mask wearing.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5249

Mask are not needed in school!

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5250

As a middle school teacher with 130+ students I am appalled by the amount of unmasked and
sick children sent to school just on this first week of school. When one child is coughing you
can visibly see other masked children shrink away. Only about 1/3 or less of each class period
is masked. This makes me nervous as a parent of two unvaccinated toddlers. It is NOT
anyone’s right to put the health of other students and my own children at risk. I want to
continue in-person learning, kids need it. But we are not being considerate, compassionate, or
community oriented with this lax approach to public health. I am begging you to mandate
masks for school settings. It is the ethical and humane thing to do.

8/13/2021 4:51 PM

5251

Please show is data that shows that makes work. There isn’t any. But there is data (Johns
Hopkins University and study done in Ireland) showing the contrary. This should be a personal
choice based on each families risks. Also, please show Us data that shows COVID poses
more risk of death to children than the flu.. it doesn’t exist. Please provide us data that shows
kids are vectors or transmitters of the virus…you can’t it doesn’t exist. So please explain why
this is being considered?

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5252

I do not support the wearing of masks in school. We have been dealing with this for nearly two
years now and now we have a vaccine. The point of the vaccine was so that we did not have
to wear masks or social distance. We have vaccines for the flu and other viruses and do not
have to wear masks for those so what makes this any different? I refuse to wear a mask and
kids in school should not have to wear them either.

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5253

There is absolutely no signs to support these children wearing masks in school quite the
contrary actually showing that they can make it worse. If parents want their children to wear
masks that’s up to the parents not up to the school board or board of health. You are not
elected officials you don’t get to make decisions that affect the public, at least you definitely
should not be allowed to anyways.

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5254

Follow the CDC protocols. This is a vulnerable population that cannot be vaccinated. A
semester of masks will save countless kids and is a relatively finite period of time. A little bit
of proactive foresight sure beats all of the legal fees defending suits.

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5255

Our kids would rather home school this year than wear a mask all day at school.

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5256

Kids should not be in masks unless it’s their choice.

8/13/2021 4:50 PM

5257

We know masks mitigate the spread of the virus, and current recommendations are not strong
enough to keep our youngest citizens safe. Masks are the best preventative measure in indoor
environments where we have 12 and younger students. “Strongly encouraging” masking in
schools has been met with a very, very low masking rate in DCSD elementary schools. The
current level of masking will result in catastrophe if we don’t mandate masks NOW. Waiting to
see how bad it gets is a heartless strategy. Parents who don’t want to send their kids in masks
should be offered remote options. (Right now, the unmasked and unvaccinated is who is
making our classrooms unsafe.) Please do the right thing right now!

8/13/2021 4:49 PM
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5258

Thankfully there is a vaccine that is proven effective and safe to fight the transmission and
serious effects of the Corona Virus. Unfortunately, it is not available yet to our younger
population. While I realize that younger children were not previous being affected by the
COVID 19 virus, the infection of children with the Delta variant is increasing all over the
country. Children of all ages are getting sick and being hospitalized. Outside of the obvious,
supporting masks in schools allows for kids to return home and not worry about infecting the
high risk population. In our home, my two year old son has a very rare metabolic condition,
making him high risk. He takes oral medication 4 times a day and an injection. Without his
medication, his metabolic status would quickly deteriorate and require hospitalization. Novel
viruses like the Corona virus and now Delta variant, pose risks to individuals like my son,
causing irreversible damage to his brain and kidneys. I understand this is a sensitive topic and
parents are passionate about makes in both directions. I ask that masks be mandated during
indoor settings until the Delta variant is under control, vaccinations are available to the younger
populations, and as a parent with a high risk child, I don’t have to fear about sending my other
children to school. I often feel a pull between keeping my son safe, and letting my daughters
experience going to school. Simply wearing masks seems to me like an easy solution. I would
hate for our district to revert back to virtual school if infections get out of hand (which is likely)
rather than having masks and allowing kids to still attend school safety. Thank you.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5259

Parents should be given a choice whether or not their child should wear a mask.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5260

Masks are not appropriate for this situation, as they were a year ago when the entire world was
shut down or when people were wearing masks everywhere they were going. Kids go to school
in masks and then go to sports and out to eat and concerts and family gatherings and grocery
stores where no masks are required. Does no good. Bottom line is there is a vaccine and if all
people over 12 got the vaccine, the kids under that age limit would not be getting infected
NEARLY at the rate they currently are. Let’s encourage adults in households to get vaccinated
to stop spreading it to kids under 12 that can’t get it yet. And if someone is vaccinated, they
should NOT have to wear a mask. They have done their part to be part of the solution.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5261

Keep kids unmasked, the data supports it. Masks do nothing to stop the spread and children
are not at risk. Masking children is child abuse full stop.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5262

My 2 young children under age 8 can't be vaccinated and we have kept them safe for 1.5 yrs
from covid and do not want them to become a death statistic. We require them to wear masks
in school but would prefer if all did as the kids can be asymptomatic unknowingly infecting
persons and bringing it home. Our family members have many going through Chemotherapy
and would hate for them to unknowingly get symptoms from covid.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5263

No Mask mandates!!!!!

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5264

While it's important to consider and respect all opinions I believe that wearing face mask all
day indoor might do more harm then good.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5265

I believe it should be up to parents to decide if they want their un-vaccinated children to wear a
mask.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5266

I feel mask wearing should be the choice of the individual/family.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5267

I don't believe the students should be required to wear masks to school. The virus doesn't
affect kids as much as it does adults. I believe that masks make it more difficult to breathe
and hinder the brains capability to function at a normal level. Also, there is so much bacteria
inside the masks which can lead to many other health issues. Figure out something else
besides masking - social distancing, classes outside when weather permits, check temps as
they are entering the school, etc.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5268

Please consider requiring masks in schools for all staff, visitors, and students. The Delta
variant has proven to be transmitted by vaccinated individuals and we need to do all we can to
protect our young kids who are not eligible to get a vaccine at this time. This is imperative for
their health and safety! Require masks indoors!

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5269

Based off the American Pediatric recommendations and the CDC’s recommendations our
children should be protected and wear masks. I agree with the rationale put forward to wear
masks.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5270

I am very opposed to required masking of students. The research does not show that kids are
at risk as well as the bacterial load that accumulates on the mask is more risk than breathing
shared air in a classroom. We will be withdrawing our children from school if this passes.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM
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5271

I implore you to please not require masks in schools. They are disruptive to learning, creates
anxiety and are proven to not be effective.

8/13/2021 4:49 PM

5272

Masking falls under a medical decision. The Board of Health does not have the right to make
medical decisions for our children.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5273

Until we get kids vaccination rates up much higher we should have all kids under the age of 12
wearing masks indoors.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5274

I am both a parent and employee. I feel fortunate that my children are old enough to be fully
vaccinated however I am concerned about the spread with young children who are not eligible.
I am not confident in the district’s ability to enforced masks for non-vaccinated employees. I
support masks in school. Especially elementary. Thank you.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5275

Keep it freedom of choice for masking and the vaccine. Do not force students to do either!

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5276

Maintain masks optional according to individual choice for all circumstances.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5277

I support recommendations for universal mask wearing at school indoor setting. I have a child
<11 years old, so the more protections in place the better. He is already wearing his mask in
the classroom (1 week of school-so far so good). Thank you!

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5278

We do not know the long term effects of mask wearing all day every day!

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5279

All unvaccinated staff and students, especially those under 12 should be required to wear a
mask inside at all times.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5280

No masks for elementary please.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5281

I would like to know why natural immunity is never considered. I have personally known and
heard of others that have become extremely ill after receiving the vaccine while already having
natural immunity to the virus some even had very high immunity a year later.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5282

Masks are not conducive to learning. If parents want their kids being masked & only around
masks- they should be e-learning from home. Schools need to remain mask optional.

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5283

All children under 11 should be wearing a mask, they are not yet vaccinated! Until then, Mask
up! Children on the bus are required to wear mask, it should be the same in the classroom. Out
of 20 kids in my daughter’s class only 3 wear masks. When school is out, hardly anyone is
wearing a mask, not even the teachers. Everyone should be wearing a mask regardless of
vaccination. Put on masks, it’s not that hard and maybe, just maybe, we can beat this thing.
On the second day of school, my friend’s son had to quarantine for 10 because the class was
exposed…that was the 2nd day of school. The people who oppose are selfish and shouldn’t be
putting other children at risk. Universal mask wearing is the way to go! Before we moved here,
all children and teachers wore masks without any problems, why does Colorado need to be so
special, it’s becoming the next Florida!

8/13/2021 4:48 PM

5284

Based on studies, O.2 per 100,000 children annually die in the US between the ages of 5-14
from Covid. This same category of age and within the US, 0.3 die from the flu/pneumonia. 0.6
per 100,000 die annually from cardiovascular disease. 1.5 per 100,000 die by suicide, 1.9 from
vehicle accidents and 2.1 per 100,000 die annually from cancer. Where is the perspective on
this from our officials?If we are so concerned about the health of our children, then where is
the focus on childhood cancer and prevention? Suicide and mental health? Children going to
school everyday in vehicles? Pushing for very healthy eating, exercise, nutrition, etc in our
schools to help prevent cancers and cardiovascular disease, and help with mental health. Child
psychologists in our area are fully booked and cannot take on new patients because of masks,
school mandates/closures and the fear our health officials are creating over a virus they have
99.98% ability to survive. In all of history, we have never responded to another virus with such
control and worry. Children under 18 have a 99.98% chance of survival. This is an amazingly
great statistic compared to all of the millions of other things children encounter every day. To
be honest, where is our uproar and focus on school shootings? We don’t make children wear
body armor to prevent being shot at school and yet there is a grave risk of this, esp in
Colorado and our very own Tri-County. Right now, summer colds/RSV/pneumonia are at an
unforeseen rise in a season we rarely see it and it is because our children are finally interacting
as normal human beings and are coming back in contact with viruses their body fights off
daily/monthly. But when we remove these needed interactions to help their immune systems
grow and build, it only puts them in a more concerning situation for health issues because their
immune system is weakened by not having the built up immunities and antibodies provided

8/13/2021 4:48 PM
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from natural infection and recovery. Masks do not stop the spread of Covid. Their is no gold
standard test that proves the cloth masks our children wear in school or anywhere prevent the
Covid virus. Based on science and scientific data, masks are not effective and are only to
provide a sense of security to you and the public all while not protecting them. We are doing
more harm by pushing this false sense of security because it leaves the people at a loss of
trust from our health officials as infection continues regardless of a mask. This is to help you
as health officials to deal with the public vs standing up to the science and speaking the truth.
These make you feel better in spite of what it actually does to our children. My children hate
the masks and I genuinely thought they didn’t mind because they didn’t speak about them
much. But when they found out they didn’t have to wear their masks, they opened up about
how terrible it was in school to be in a mask. My heart broke thinking they had to endure the
masks for a virus they have a 99.98% chance beat. In the end, I beg you to not do a mask
mandate. This is not for the betterment of the children and only for the betterment of adults
“feeling better” with a false sense of security.
5285

Do not punish our kids, and yes wearing masks is punishing our kids. Please follow the
studies showing what a detriment it is to have children in masks. If the opposition wants their
kids in a mask then that is there choice. Don’t punish the whole because of the few.

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5286

As a parent of an elementary student and middle school student, I do not agree with the
decision to mask children. It should be the children and parents choice to choose what they
want.

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5287

WITHOUT A DOUBT STATISTICS SHOW AND HAVE BEEN REPORTED THAT MASKS
SAVE LIVES. RIGHT NOW THERE IS NO REASON WHY STUDENTS SHOULD NOT BE
WEARING A MASK. THIS IS SAVING LIVES ESPECIALLY WITH DELTA. IN MOUNTAIN
VISTA WITH 2500 STUDENTS IT'S ABSOLUTELY A NO BRAINER AT LEAST FOR THE
NEXT 6 MONTHS. ANYONE CAN GET THROUGH WEARING A MASK FOR THAT LONG.
STUDENTS SHOULD BE WEARING MASKS FOR EVERYONE'S SAKE AND PEOPLE ARE
STILL DYING. 2 TEACHERS IN BROWARD COUNTY JUST DIED IN FL. DO YOU WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN HERE? MAKE A MASK MANDATE. THOSE PARENTS THAT FIGHT IT
CAN GO ONLINE IF IT'S THAT MUCH OF AN INCONVENIENCE TO TEMPORARILY WEAR
A MASK. IT'S ONLY FOR A SHORT TIME .

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5288

Hi, please no masks. It’s 8 hours a day the kids have to wear them and the kids who
participate in sports who have practices indoors, have to run and practice in masks for 2
hours. Let it be up to the student. Thank you

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5289

The constant bait and switch of the elected officials governing our schools has become an
abhorrent joke at the expense of our children. To put it simply I’ll refer the department to their
own data that demonstrates that children are NOT high risk from contracting Covid nor are they
reservoir spreaders for the community. Outside of your own data studies have demonstrated
this repeatedly. Epidemiologt Ladhani who led a study released last week states children
“aren’t taking the virus home and then transferring it to the community. These kids have very
little capacity to infect household members.” Why is it that studies and elite medical
professionals who have real data are continually ignored by TCHD? By Dr. Douglas? Everyone
wants to tout science until the narrative doesn’t fit. I’d also encourage everyone to consider the
vast amount of increases in mental health issues, suicide rates, substance abuse rates,
domestic violence rates that everyone has agreed this far have SOARED since these shit
downs and masking/ostracizing policies have been implemented. How does the board justify
these lives, do they not matter? It is high time our officials start looking to the very science
they preach and see that masking children does nothing to prevent transmission and rather
creates solid detriments to learning and social interaction that our children have been missing
out on for 18 months now.

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5290

The children do not need to wear a mask. For those that deem it necessary, go right ahead but
to force all children is absurd!!!

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5291

Young children snot and sneeze in these masks and have to continue wearing them for the
remainder of the day. Wearing masks also makes hearing and understanding the teacher more
difficult. Children have not been in danger of COVID anymore than catching the common cold
or regular flu, we have never required masks for those sicknesses. Mask wearing should
remain up to the parents and students. I support personal choice!

8/13/2021 4:47 PM

5292

schools are atall not safe for unvaccinated children , younger than 12 years old, without
masks. Mask should be mandatory for all grades from pre k - grade 6. We are putting our
children into risk . Last year it was remote learning for all grades but now since half the kids (

8/13/2021 4:47 PM
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12 yrs and above) got vaccinated that doesn't mean will put the un vaccinated ( ie not eligible)
kids in danger.
5293

Transmission in schools was basically non existent. Students are low to no risk with covid.
Teachers have gotten or had chance to get vaccinated. The CDC is not following science.
Watch this: https://hancockcountypatriots.blogspot.com/2021/08/dr-dan-stocks-presentationto-mt-vernon.html?m=1 Let me know if you want the data from Dr. Stock. All teachers AND
MOST IMPORTANTLY STUDENTS need face to face to be successful in school.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5294

When my elementary school children came home from school last year after wearing a mask
all day, the masks were absolutely disgusting. I was often able to wring them out and have
liquid drip out. The masks were filthy and could not have served any real purpose. Our children
need to be able to see their teachers faces, especially at the elementary level where so much
speech development is occurring.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5295

This is a personal choice matter.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5296

Mandated Masks for children is unacceptable. As a parent, I will make the decision to
mask/not mask my child. These masks cause more issues than help.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5297

With a child with speech delay. It’s imperative to have in person face to face, unmasked
interaction to learn and keep making strides in his development ment

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5298

Greetings. I understand there is an incredible, orchestrated attempt to pressure TCHD into
"mandating" mask wear throughout the tai-county area. Even when this flies in the face of the
data on children 17 and younger via COVID infections, coupled with data on ICU bed use (it's
low in Douglas County) with the recorded psychological effects ongoing masking beliefs are
having on our younger children. I recommend we continue to stay the course of Dr. Douglas
and make it a "recommendation" for mask wearing, versus a mandate.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5299

Please keep our children safe! "Because children can be affected by COVID-19 and severe
complications can occur, schools are encouraged to implement CDC’s updated Guidance for
COVID-19 Prevention in K – 12 Schools to keep children safe. CDC’s updated guidance
recommends that schools implement layered prevention strategies, including universal
masking by all students ages 2 years and older, staff, teachers, and visitors, regardless of
vaccination status."

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5300

Thank you for the measures you have taken and are taking to protect our children and our
teachers/staff!

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5301

I do not agree with masking the students. Children are not at risk with COVID. We did not
mask during the swine flu pandemic which was killing children, so why would we stunt their
social development, their freedoms and their learning for something that is benign to children?
Kids do not learn well when they are fidgeting with their masks all day. Additionally this impairs
their social learning skills, which is the prime reason for being in school. Additionally there are
studies that clearly state, unless you are wearing an N95 it does not stop the spread of
respiratory diseases. If parents or students are concerned and actually believe masks work,
then they are welcome to wear them, but my child's freedoms should not be taken away by
other peoples preferences.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5302

I support masking in certain circumstance (not a good choice below for how I feel). have a 4.5
year old attending preschool with an IEP for a speech disorder and receives her speech
therapy through the school district. She is diagnosed with apraxia which is a motor speech
delay. All of last year she was unable to meet with her speech therapist without a mask, which
extremely limits the quality of speech therapy for a child that needs to see lips and have a
teacher see her lips to help her. It would be helpful to allow teachers and school personnel the
option to allow children to remove masks while receiving therapies that pertain to the mouth.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5303

Please allow the parents to make the decision for what is best for their children and family.
This is not a govt entity decision. There will always be virus’. It’s how the world has always
been and continue to be. We cannot hide behind masks in hopes of avoiding the the natural
way of the world.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5304

Optional masking in elementary means kids will do what’s easiest and not mask. At this point
last year, cases were lower and vaccines were not available. Now we KNOW it’s affecting our
young kids who aren’t eligible for vaccines and opting not to use the ONLY protection they
have.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM
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5305

Enough with the masks. Recognize those who have covid and lived and continue to have
natural immunity/antibodies.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5306

There should be no forced masking of unvaccinated or vaccinated students K-12 in any of our
Douglas County schools, or Any school district in Colorado. First of all the mental health of
these kids far outweighs the benefit/risk of masking to prevent the covid flu. Following the
science of masks and how only the infected are covered by wearing a mask, and the
numerous published research studies over the past year and a half, on the health risks of
headache, anxiety and child suffering medications now used, the continual less than 1% of
age groups under 50 who have serious symptoms and the less serious effects that the
seasonal flu to our students under 18 years old… the mask and the oppressive conditions
(other than a child and parent choice) is causing far more suicides than I have Ever heard of in
our school district. Getting the sniffles or as my 18 year old daughter had covid in March 2020had fever, sneezing, coughing, and achiness, for about a month/and had a full recovery
because she has an immune system that works. She has strong antibodies to covid which is a
normal result from a human body getting a flu and their body fighting it off, creating spike
proteins to identifying another SARS virus and having minimal symptoms the next time she
gets it.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5307

Your 3 choices for support for masking are way too limited for you to get any accurate pulse on
public opinion. I do not support masking unless deaths are high in our community and it can be
traced to school kids transmitting it to those who die. I might support limited masking under
necessary circumstances but certainly not universal masking at this time. You force us to
choose extreme blanket statements. That’s not reality. Life is considerably more nuanced than
you allow.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5308

Kids do not need to wear masks at schools for two main reasons: according to data, Covid 19
does not present risk for kids. Also, many doctors and medical professionals state that over
the counter or cloth mask do not work.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5309

Vaccinated individuals should not have to wear a mask, but should be asked to provide a proof
of vaccination.

8/13/2021 4:46 PM

5310

Mandate all students under age of 12 and the staff to wear mask

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5311

I do not believe masks should be mandatory in high school. Each family has right to choice in
this age group. My family is vaccinated and do not believe my students should have to wear a
mask all day. They carry one, if needed, for assembly’s, but not all day

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5312

I have a 9 year old with an auto-inflammatory disease and ask that you please consider
universal masking for all families in similar situations. Not only does the Delta variant pose a
higher threat for our unvaccinated youth, but especially for families like ours. We choose to
wear masks but there is still a risk. We are also at a new school, which adds another layer of
concern due to the potential for bullying. Thank you for your consideration.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5313

Please mandate mask wearing for all kids. We mask our child. Half her class is not wearing.
Review the facts, we have a Delta strain that is more transmissible than the original. Case
numbers are escalating. We have kids at school, that go home to families that are not taking
precautions any longer. I can see walking to school the majority of parents and kids are
wearing at this time for obvious, logical, sensible risk mitigating reasons, protecting
themselves and others. Kids gathering at school create exponential vectors to families with
members who are at risk. Why increase those odds for the simple act of wearing a mask? Do
the right thing - protect the kids, and those people they interact with.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5314

Vaccinations as well as masks should be a choice.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5315

No more masks!!! Please stop this insane and restrictive behavior. Let parents be just that and
decide what is best for their children. Please!

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5316

The people have been provided resources to keep themselves safe. It’s unreasonable to
believe or expect that no person will ever get sick again. The overwhelming majority of people
exposed with school settings are in age demographics that are at an incredibly low risk for
mortality when getting sick. The abundant, repeated and constant fear mongering is ridiculous.
Let people make their own health choices and stop trying to be a hero or savior. We’re all going
to be ok.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5317

I support masking in schools. As it stands, kids who wear masks are being bullied for doing
the right thing. All adults should be setting a good example and they are not. Especially in

8/13/2021 4:45 PM
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elementary schools where kids are not vaccinated.
5318

We should have the right to choose. If a parent feels like their kid should wear one great. But
those of us that don’t should also have that right.

8/13/2021 4:45 PM

5319

I am perplexed at the fact that Douglas County isn't taking the risks of COVID19 seriously, this
year, especially with the new variant. Kids under the age of 12 can't be vaccinated. I have a
kiddo in elementary school and their school doesn't even have a mask mandate. She goes to
school, wearing a mask, in a futile attempt to stymie the spread of the virus. Masks only really
work if everyone wears them. I trust the medical community and tri-county - I don't trust our
local commissioners who seem to have made this political instead of following the guidances
of the health experts. Last year we wanted to "flatten the curve" so as to not overwhelm our
hospitals, doctors, and nurses. This year it seems as if all the work and sacrifice we put in,
since 2020, was all in vain. I am reading heart-breaking reports of children in ICU and on
ventilators. We live in a society - in a community - we should have a sense of shared
appreciation and empathy for those around us. I don't see that. It's very depressing. Folks
don't want to get vaccinated and they also don't want to mask up to help prevent the spread of
diseases. I feel badly for the folks at Tri-County who have to contend with the angry parents
and residents of Douglas County who have taken marching orders from people spreading
misinformation and lies. All I am asking is that we ask our kids, teachers, and staff to wear
masks while in school. It's not hard. I have already seen notices from local schools with small
break-out cases and they are not even asking classes to quarantine anymore. Are we not
going to be satisfied until someone we love dies? I apologize for the length of this comment - I
just don't know what else to do.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5320

We should have the right to choose.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5321

Last year, my kindergartener developed severe, debilitating anxiety. As the year progress it
became worse and worse, to the point where he was unable to participate in class. The last 2
weeks of school, masks were taken away and he was a completely different kid. His
pediatrician, therapist, school psychologist, teachers and counselors ALL agreed that the
masks had caused his anxiety. Please consider the mental health of these children when you
make decisions.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5322

There is absolutely NO statistical data to support masking of our children. We need to follow
the science, not the politics.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5323

I support masking in indoor school environments. I have 4th grade and 7th grade children.
Although masks are strongly recommended for children under 12, my daughter’s 4th grade
class has only 3 out of 24 kids wearing masks. At her school, I understand this is consistent
across classrooms, and virtually none of the staff are wearing masks. Likewise my 7th grader
is wearing a mask but virtually none of his classmates or staff are. Put simply, strong
recommendations to wear masks are not leading to mask wearing behavior. The DCSD
dashboard is already showing consistent covid cases in schools. For example, my son’s
middle school has reported cases for 3 of the 5 school days so far. My family includes high
risk people who need access to health care. Last year I homeschooled my kids. After my son
was vaccinated I felt comfortable sending my kids back, but the delta variant happened and
our community is not changing its behaviors accordingly. If the district does not change its
requirements and kids continue to become sick, I worry I will have no choice but to pull mine
and attempt to homeschool again while working full time. Please protect our children, our
community, and our available health resources by mandating masks in indoor school settings.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5324

Medical professionals across the country recommend mask wearing until vaccinations are
available…what are we waiting for? It’s a simple decision that can save lives AND keep kids in
school. The Delta virus is different…it spreads much more rapidly then previous versions.
Keep our kids in school = wear masks.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5325

Please bring back masks!!! My son just started Kinder and is one of two kids in his class that
are masking. Masking and staying IN PERSON is way better than going virtual. He is having
so much fun going to school and making friends, I don’t want it to stop in the coming weeks as
cases rise and tough decisions have to be made. Please have everyone mask so kids can
stay kids and have in person school!

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5326

Please do not mask our children. There is little scientific data to support masking children. If
you want to protect adults please have them wear masks instead of running children’s lives.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5327

Please please please DO NOT require kids to wear masks in school. Our daughter just started

8/13/2021 4:44 PM
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Kindergarten at Northridge Elementary and we feel strongly that her learning and experience
would be negatively impacted should masks be required. I believe that young children
especially need to see faces, learn to read emotions, and feel connected to the people in their
environment in every way possible. Young children at not at great risk from Covid-19 - they are
much more likely to get severely ill from the flu. Please let her continue to experience her
Kindergarten year with a sense of normalcy and connection.
5328

Please only consider masking mandate if science 100% supports it. Take a survey is showing
me that you are taking political sides and not using the actual science to guide a decision. If a
mask mandate is decided off of a survey then all hope in tri county health not being political is
over. Please do not mask our children let it be a parents choose to mask their kids. Also you
should visit schools and see the majority of students do not wear mask!!! That should tell you
something! They don’t want to sit in mask for 8 hours a day. You have a small group of parents
making a huge deal but really a majority does not want their kids masked!

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5329

Absolutely no mask mandates for children, they need to see their school teachers and friends
faces!

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5330

Nobody is talking about the long term mental health risks from kids wearing masks and not
seeing teachers and kids facial expressions. These mental health risk far outweigh the
physical health risks in younger kids. It’s extremely rare for elementary kids to have any
serious issues when contacting this.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5331

I believe strongly masks should be required in schools. Given the danger posed by the Delta
variant and the challenges seen in other states it seems foolish to not require masks. It is a
simple, effective solution. We should be do everything we can to protect our children.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5332

I feel like making any child wear a mask is down right child abuse. The science show children
are Not getting sick from the virus or if they are a very very small percentage. All mask
mandates should be removed. None of the masks protect anyone and breathing in your carbon
monoxide is more harmful

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5333

I feel like the promotion of choice should be encouraged You should want to wear a mask if
you’re feeling ill or have been around anyone who has been sick. I don’t agree 100 with any of
the options listed

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5334

I do not support masks in school and believe they should be optional at this point

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5335

I understand that you are being inundated with emails from parents pressuring you for mask
mandates so I, as a parent of a Douglas County High School junior, am requesting that you
stay the course with NO mask mandates going forward. The damage done to my son has been
unacceptable due to these mandates affecting his education. 1. He is a A/B IB student whose
grades ended up appallingly low with Cs/Ds last year due to the instability in school last year
and the requirements to "school from home" and mask while in class as well as being in and
out of quarantine. All unnecessary. 2. His pediatrician put him on antidepressants due to this
situation and his inability to live a normal life and his lowered grades which he believes will now
impact his future. We also now have a state of emergency declared for Colorado children's
mental health. I'm requesting that you don't add to this problem. Children committing suicide is
not a good look for Colorado or the counties you currently support. We all know these students
are very unlikely to die or become mortally ill from this virus and all teachers and supporting
staff have now had the opportunity to choose to vaccinate or not. Please be considerate of
those who are not yelling at you to "do the right thing" with mask mandates because there are
just as many of us, if not more, who understand that mask mandates are not a reasonable ask
and do very little if nothing to stop the spread as flip-flop Fauci has now shown us.

8/13/2021 4:44 PM

5336

Recommend to wear masks got safety purposes

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5337

Optional masks protect no one. The benefits of masking, mainly lower transmission of COVID19, are achieved when everyone or close to everyone wears a mask. Lower transmission
means more consistent in person attendance at school which has proven to be critical for
learning and mental health.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5338

Rrquire masks to protect the unvaccinated, especially our young kids, as Delta continues to
spread!!

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5339

Do not make students wear masks. This is getting ridiculous and there is no science to back it
up. It is fear mongering. Should be parent decision

8/13/2021 4:43 PM
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5340

With the delta variant cases rising, I strongly vote to make mask mandatory for everyone in
the school building irrespective of vaccine status.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5341

Wearing masks indoors has been proven to be effective in limiting the transmission of COVID
19 in many documented settings. It’s effectiveness is limited when not mandated for all,
unless N95 protective masks, usually reserved for adult health care providers, are used. It’s an
unfortunate limitation on the freedom of others for a public health care need. Given the
unknown dynamics of variant strains and reported impact on children in the Delta strain, a
conservative measure to keeping schools open is requiring masks - which our family is sick of
frankly - but recognize the public health issue at stake.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5342

Please allow parents to make these masking decisions for their children. There are a number
of situations where making is inappropriate for kids, even if masking were deemed effective,
which is inconclusive. These kids are around each other before and after school, in cars, on
the playground, at the library, in restaurants; requiring cloth masks in school is ineffective at
reducing the spread of the virus. TCHD's own data shows an incredibly small number of kids
under 18 who require hospitalization or die from this virus. We must have the freedom to
choose whether we vaccinate (and we did) or wear a mask.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5343

Please mandate masks at all school and all grades so children can stay safe and stop spread.
Thank you

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5344

• The adverse effects of COVID precautions are severe and will impact our children for the rest
of their life. • I have a son with a severe speech delay and covid precautions have played a
large part in the inability to receive adequate therapy and help. • The isolation, fear and
discriminatory mask mandates based on vaccination status are harmful to people of all ages.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5345

People won’t get their darn shots so it keeps setting us back. I believe masks should be worn
citing the cdc recommendations and science. Go get vaccinated people. You are the problem
that has led us back to this.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5346

We are strongly opposed to children wearing masks. We would like to see as normal of a
school year as possible. Children have suffered enough already.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5347

I am in full support of mandating masks for kids under 12. I have two children at Pine Grove
Elementary and our our priority should be keeping all kids safe and in school.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5348

My son has sensory processing disorder and would NOT be okay with wearing a mask. I am
very concerned that my child who is already different and struggling will be affected by this.
Even with an exception possibility, this will reinforce to him and his classmates that he is
different. Please do not make the choice for parents. Please let us choose.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5349

Since the kids under 12 are not yet able to be vaccinated, we should continue to protect them
and enforce I door masking in all schools. The CDC recommends masking indoor regardless of
vaccination status. It would behoove us as a society to combat this Delta variant and require
this. Also it causes bullying and judging if it is recommended only. My middle schooler, who is
vaccinated, wore her mask to school . She felt like the weird one when told by her peers that
she didn’t need to wear a mask. She should not be made to feel odd for doing the right thing.
She wants to wear the mask to protect her little sister.

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5350

Enough is enough of masks. This is all a lie and the experiment has failed, you have failed
society and these kids. You can’t stop a virus, never have! It’s got to run it’s course since the
release of the man made virus. This generation of kids is going to suffer because of political,
power and control. They are victims. Stop using these kids as your pawns. No more masks!

8/13/2021 4:43 PM

5351

No masks.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5352

I DO NOT support mandatory mask wearing for my children.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5353

Do not mandate masks or vaccines. Do not shut the county down. Stop making teachers wear
masks

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5354

We do not feel as though masks should be required. We feel as though it should be up to the
family.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5355

Please consider to keep masking optional for our children for the following reasons: 1.) Some
children with food allergies develop a rash around the mouth as a first indicator of reaction
which cannot be seen with a face covering. 2.) The types of masks that children wear to
school may reduce droplet count but do not prevent virus particles from passing through. Even

8/13/2021 4:42 PM
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the vaccinated contain a viral load that can pass through masks and so masks truly serve no
purpose. 3) facial expression recognition as well as the learning of phonics for children in this
age group requires seeing the mouth of their educators which is prevented with masks.
5356

Children need some normalcy this year. Children if effected by covid have minor symptoms yet
requiring them to wear masks are causing significant mental health issues.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5357

It should be up to the family to choose whether to have their child(ren) wear a mask.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5358

Please follow scientific recommendations and do not bow to politically motivated pressure from
a vocal minority. Masking should be mandatory for all indoor activities when people, especially
the unvaccinated, cannot maintain a six foot distance.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5359

I know many people who got vaccinated mostly so they could enjoy school as a student or
teacher without the inconvience, difficulty breathing, and hard-to-hear-people-talking
consequences of mask wearing. Additionally, while encouraging people to wear masks
provides choice and encourages the freedom we all love and celebrate in America, mandating
masks takes away this choice from people, makes it difficult for those with asthma or health
conditions, and adds more stress to the learning environment.

8/13/2021 4:42 PM

5360

People won’t get their shots, so they keep setting society back. Unfortunately, kids will need to
be protected because of this and masks are the first line of defense until a shot is ready for
them.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5361

Masking children is ineffective in spreading the disease. It will only make learning more
difficult

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5362

I feel that it would be best for students and teachers to wear masks. With the delta variant
surge and the fact that most students are unvaccinated, it is in the best interest of students to
be protected as much as possible. Teachers should be vaccinated and at the very least, wear
a mask.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5363

I can only speak for my son when I say that masking has been absolutely horrible for him. He
has gotten overheated, felt like he couldn’t breath, had panic attacks and general anxiety
because of mask wearing. If the school imposes mask mandates again, we will be
homeschooling and I will urge every parent I talk to do the same. Masking our children is cruel.
Shame on these schools for even thinking of doing that to our children again.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5364

The only way to protect our kids is through masks, let’s do our part to keep our kids safe.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5365

There is absolutely no reason for masks in our schools. There is no proven science to show
masks work. Instead they cause more harm than good. Not to mention the fact that the
common cold and influenza is more harmful to children and I didn’t see a mask mandate for
this…

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5366

Masks do not work as reported by many many private studies. Stop masking our kids who are
at the lowest risk. Stop masking people with a 98% survival rate!

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5367

Masks are not used correctly and kids are exposed outside at recess or at home on playdates
anyway. Parents have options to do online if they are concerned, but parents should also be
held to make these decisions over the school. There will be massive psychological effects to
come from masking which outweigh the benefits to kids of wearing masks. There will be
massive ramifications and kids being pulled from public schools if you stop acknowledging
patent's rights regarding their own kids in the system. If parents want masks, then create a
mask only classroom. I think you'd see the majority of parents NOT put their kids in that class.
I also feel that MORE parents do NOT masks, but are scared to say it.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5368

There has already been a reported case of a child COVID positive in my daughter's elementary
school. 99% of the class isn't wearing masks, there is no vaccine for this age. After 8 hours a
day with a covid positive kid how many will have Covid next week? and the week after? Masks
worked last year. Why aren't we doing what works? At least until there is a vaccine.

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5369

There is absolutely no science to support kids should be wearing a mask. If people have
underlying conditions or are scared they can mask up but it should not be forced upon
everyone. Let the kids learn and have a positive experience at school. Fear is way more
damaging then Covid. More kids die from flu then Covid. Look at the research!!

8/13/2021 4:41 PM

5370

NO for the potential of a mask mandate in schools. The survival rate for children age infant14yrs per the CDC is 99.2%. Masking our children opens the door for a compromised immune

8/13/2021 4:40 PM
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system and creates potential for unwell mental health of these small children. The alternative
to a mask mandate is to pull our children from school and utilize alternative teaching methods.
5371

Please do not make masks a requirement for children in school. Allow the people who would
like to wear them, wear them and those who don’t feel comfortable in an unmasked
environment to find alternatives for their individual children and/or families.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5372

I believe this should be a parents choice. The masks have not worked for the last year and a
half so why would they start working now? The masks are going to do more harm to our
children as they develop then it will do good. Our children already have a hard time focusing
and are being indoctrinated everyday already so at least let parents have a choice on this.
Masks are not working snd they never have! At this point almost two years into this parents
need a choice and schools need to stop telling parents that children must wear masks. Take
them off the kids. It is time to let them breathe. This is America and we should have the
choice to make these decisions about our health and the government needs to stop telling us
what to do and how to raise our children.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5373

To protect children’s life, all children and staff at school should be required to have masks.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5374

Britta Peters

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5375

I think it is great that parents have the choice. My kid does not do as well wearing a mask all
day, he is already struggling with focus and staying caught up in school and the mask adds a
whole other layer of complexity in his learning. If a parent wants their child to wear a mask that
is fantastic. The younger kids don’t seem to care one way or another, at least in my
experience, if other kids are wearing them. I know bullying is a problem in general, but I
haven’t heard of any in my kid’s class. Question 4 doesn’t account for people supporting
kids/parents choice to wear them!

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5376

I do not support mandating masks in schools. It has been proven that COVID is not a risk to
children and masks cause more harm than good to these kids. Please leave the right to
choose.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5377

I strongly believe students, especially elementary school students should NOT have to wear
masks while in school, as it is extremely inappropriate to force a mask on such a young age
when they have proven to not spread the virus.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5378

There is no social distancing in our schools (I'm a classroom teacher).

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5379

Please help my children learn their teachers and peers facial expressions. I have nothing
against adults and myself being masked, but please allow my 1st and Pre-K students not wear
them to help build learning and friendships.

8/13/2021 4:40 PM

5380

I masks should be the choice of the wearer and that those under 11 shouldn’t be forced
especially if they have trouble with speech as it is.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5381

Where are the studies that show the efficacy of mask wearing and stopping the spread of
Covid? Masks do not work and give people a false sense of security that they are safe! Why
do the goal posts keep moving?!? We were told 14 days to stop the spread to months of
lockdowns and endless mask mandates, to get the shots and no masks, to masks with the
shots! This needs to end. Covid is here for the long haul and these mask mandates are just
theater at this point.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5382

Based on the CDC website, the survival rate of children who test positive for Covid 19 have a
99.2% survival rate. Our children’s immune systems have been compromised far too long
wearing masks. If masks return, I will strongly consider pulling my children from the Douglas
County public schools. Please, please leave masks optional and do not FORCE our poor
children to wear masks for another school year.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5383

COVID does not represent the same threat to our youth as mental health currently does. Any
at risk adult can be vaccinated, even a booster now. We have great medicine, let's use it.
Mask discourage the use of vaccines, and even the CDC says cloth masks provide little
protection. Also, Europe doesn't mask the youth in schools, not data saying they made a
mistake.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5384

Please don’t enforce a mask on the children (indoor & outdoors). Many find it uncomfortable
and especially hard to breath through. The masks only caused a claustrophobic reaction &
anxiety in the kids.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM
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5385

We do not believe our children should wear masks at school ever again under mandated
circumstances. If a child or anyone fears for their own health they absolutely have the right to
mask up. We are done with our being able to make choices, have a proper education. There
have been more murders/violent crimes in the US this month then deaths from Covid. Each
school should have a “written” document read in all classes with consequences for those that
bully kids that choose to wear a mask bc that should never be tolerated. Masks should be a
choice. That was/is supposedly the reason for the vaccination to get back to normal life.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5386

Universal masking is unfair for dual language learners and special needs students. Their
language development and social emotional development is being harmed. Young children
(preschool aged) cannot independently use masks and are not appropriate if children have a
developmental delay.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5387

No masks mandate please. Kids need to see faces, face experssions, mouth. Need to learn
how to talk. Not talking thru masks. Kids don't need to sit for hours in wet masks. Give us a
choice! Those are ours kids!

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5388

Please do not mask our kids. There are no evidence that it’s dangerous for our kids not to
wear masks. There are more fatalities when it comes to the flu and we never had to mask
before. Scientifically there is not enough studies showing wearing masks will help these kids.
Please do not mask our children. Let them go to school seeing the faces of their friends and
teachers.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5389

Since the start of this pandemic, children under 11 have NEVER been required to wear masks
in Colorado (except in schools). Changing this policy now is demeaning and unnecessary and
not backed by science. As my child’s parent, it should be MY choice to decide how and if she
is “protected” by Covid, not the states or the BOH. Please continue the current protocol of
recommending but not requiring.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5390

As an educator, mother and high risk community member, I would like to provide you with
possible mask mandate ideas you all may not have thought through. Let me begin with my
story. I have two small children who have been home with me for the last year and a half. My
son failed 3rd grade even though I’m an educator because I myself was teaching 60 5th
graders 100% remotely. In addition, my preschooler was home with me. My husband is a
police officer, so he has to work within the community and his work does increase our chance
of exposure. With this being said, I had not one but two mental breakdowns over the past year
and have been doing intense work at Denver springs. To say this past year was a challenge
and I need my kids back at school is an understatement. I’m 36 years old and I’ve had to
process the idea of my children not being raised with a mother multiple times because I have
left ventricle non compaction (crappy heart) and factor 2 (a blood clotting disorder). I’ve had to
come to terms with my husband being possibly a single parent prior to the pandemic. If you
have kids, I truly hope you never have to think through that thought. But to have to think
through that thought at an increased amount because I absolutely need to send my kids to
school and they absolutely deserve to go to school, doesn’t seem fair. Obviously my husband
and I take all precautions we can (vaccinated, masks and not going near others except
school/work) but we can’t control the fact that my son is one of 3 in his class wearing a mask
and our daughter is the only kindergartener in her class wearing her mask. My kids deserve to
go to school, feel safe and not like an outcast. My kids deserve to feel like them going to
school isn’t going to kill their mother. My kids deserve a normal education again. So onto the
next perspective… because I’ve gone through mental health challenges and because I’m
creating a local high school, people come to me with concerns and for advice. I can tell you
that a common trend I’m seeing within our community is that preteens and teens are scared
shitless of the virus (pardon my language). Many are choosing to stay homeschooled even
though it isn’t the best option for them but they are scared of the virus and/or the harassment
they get for being one of few in a mask. I’ve had numerous parents in need of support with
getting their teens mental health help because they psychically can’t get their kids to go into
the building and they aren’t mature enough/capable of doing remote learning. If all kids were
mandated to wear masks, those struggling mental health challenges due to fear and anxiety of
the past year and a half will have far more access to an equitable and fair education.

8/13/2021 4:39 PM

5391

My children are 12 and older and have been vaccinated along with our entire family. We did
what we were supposed to do to stop the spread of Covid. It is NOT our responsibility to do
what those who did NOT do what they were supposed to do. Those who did not get the
vaccine should stay home or wear a mask. My children are distracted by the mask and this
will once again lead into a terrible school year. They don't deserve this especially when they
are vaccinated.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM
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5392

For a childs entire life the parent is there to protect them. A parent can make a decision of
what is best for their child in a school setting. It’s simple a families choice to wear a mask or
not.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5393

Hi there! I am a parent of two teenage kids that attend Highlands Ranch HS. My heart tells me
that you who is reading this truly wants what is best for our children. I know this hasn’t been
easy on any of us. I pray that you have ears to hear, a heart to receive and eyes to see the
truth of how awful it is to mask our children’s mouths. This choice should be up to the
individual families. My son is 16 and my daughter is 14. Since this has all started these poor
kids have had more anxiety, depression & suicidal tendencies than ever before. My kids and
their friends are grieving five suicides, but of course know NOBODY who have been severely
effected by Covid. Both my kids deal with major anxiety and have a very difficult time wearing
masks. My daughter spent time at three mental health facilities, had two suicide attempts and
self harmed for 6 months due to the effects of the times we are living in. Here are some
facts... 1-Masks DO NOT stop the spread! This has been proven time and time again. The
research is all out there! CDC has no scientific backing of wearing masks. OSHA also states
there’s no proof that masks work. Watch Dr. Stocks’s explanation from the Indiana School
board meeting. 2-There is a 99.8% chance survival rate! Masks cause disconnection, fear,
lack of oxygen and cause depression. Suicide is 100% chance death! 3-If masks actually
worked the pandemic would be OVER already. Why repeat something that never worked in the
first place?!? 4- There are NO specific Delta tests that are done. The PCR tests are unreliable
and do not know the difference amongst other viruses. 5-The teen suicide rates are at an all
time high. 70%! Versus a virus that hasn’t effected any of our children! I’d rather take the
chance of my child getting Covid than dying of suicide! 6- Masks carry more bacteria, strep,
germs inside them than the germs flying around! Please let our kids smile, breath and laugh!
Thank you! Mandy Donegan

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5394

I’m for mask wearing. It protects our children who aren’t of age to get the vaccine. That way,
even if someone has it without knowing it, it won’t be transferred from house to house. Masks
aren’t going to hurt our children.

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5395

I believe we should follow this direction from Children's Hospital, August 9 2021: "The AAP,
CDC and the National Association of School Nurses all recommend masking in schools to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. Their guidelines state that everyone over age 2 should wear
masks that cover the nose and mouth while at school, especially indoors. Why? Face
coverings are a proven tool to get kids back to in-person school safely and to protect students
unable to get the vaccine yet. They also protect vaccinated children and staff from
breakthrough COVID-19 infections due to more contagious variants such as Delta." Let's keep
our children as safe as we can and keep schools open by mandating masks. Thank you for
your consideration!

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5396

Please make masks mandatory for all students. Covid has never ended and is actually worse
this year. Our kids are unable to get vaccinated so there is no change for them since last year
so why are safety measures less this year? Our school has stopped the extra hand washing,
cohorts, plexiglass at lunch, and have even gone Bach to desks facing each other. With all of
these unsafe practices, these kids need to be masked. My kids are but they are the majority.
The unmasked choice is not mine - they are making a choice that is directly putting my kids
lives at risk!!

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5397

Are you seriously going back to this bullshit mask mandate? You make no sense finally get
these kids back in school acclimated to normalcy, and here we go again when data is very
specific and shows that children do not have issues with COVID-19. Retire school board let’s
get some new people there

8/13/2021 4:38 PM

5398

Please do what’s best for our kids. Let people choose whether to wear a mask or not.

8/13/2021 4:37 PM

5399

I’m a RN and I do not support masking for the school district. I believe our kids mental health
is being widely affected and we need to have a normal school year, as well as building natural
immunity.

8/13/2021 4:37 PM

5400

We would appreciate masks not being required. Please consider the children that have other
issues that mask wearing impossible.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5401

Please do not reinstate the mask mandate. As a parent and teacher I do not want to take
steps back. Seeing kids interact and feel normal has been wonderful. Their mental health has
already taken a hit, let them recover now before it’s too late.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM
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5402

Kids need to build their natural immunity for colds and flu. Mask do not work, children are
constantly touching and adjusting the mask. . Focus should be to wash hands frequently and
do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth unless you just washed your hands.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5403

Accommodations have been made for those who are uncomfortable with in person learning by
DCSD with a brand new remote program which is 100% virtual. DCsD also has a 2nd online
program (eDCSD), that is a blend of online and in person learning (1 day a week), plus there
are various other online options available for those who are uncomfortable being in person.
Additionally there is now a vaccine for adults who are worried about COVID. Those two
accommodations are sufficient for those who are very worried about COVID. For others who
are not worried at all ( we’ve all gotten it in my home and it was very mild to nothing and now
have natural immunity) we have a right to live our lives without fear. Where does it end?
Another variant, then another? Are you planning to mask us forever every time there is an
uptick in cases? If that is the case I can tell you to prepare for massive pushback and
massive school withdrawals. I have four kids so that is about $40K per year for the district. If I
could I would never wear a mask again nor would any of our kids. The ONLY reason I do is
because we are forced to. I personally think it is child abuse and it breaks my heart to put it on
my kids, the younger ones who have withdrawn, smile less, and are angry and cry more. I am
not afraid of COVID at all. If people choose to wear a mask or mask their children that is their
personal freedom to do so and I would never think of interfering with that. The same right to not
should be given to me in return.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5404

Masks do not stop the virus and cause emotional stress for students.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5405

I should be able to choose if my children wear masks or not. It’s not for other people to decide
how I handle my kids health.

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5406

In my opinion if they have been vaccinated they should not have to wear masks

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5407

No mandated masks for our children and teens. This should be left up to the parents choice.
Thank you

8/13/2021 4:36 PM

5408

I wish to keep my freedoms and my child’s freedoms. Parents should have the right to
CHOOSE for Their kids. We all have different beliefs

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

5409

Please do not make masks required for any kids!

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

5410

I will not mask my children. It’s so unhealthy and damaging to these kids.

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

5411

Bad for teeth and co2 intake

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

5412

We have four children who will be in the Douglas county school district and if masks are
required again we will permanently be pulling all of them out of the district and withdrawing the
funds that come with them to go somewhere else.

8/13/2021 4:35 PM

5413

Masking our children is child abuse. There are no peer reviewed, clinical trials that
demonstrate the “science” behind these useless, filthy face diapers. Show me the data! These
muzzles take away our humanity. Our children look like slaves and it’s hard for them to
communicate with their teachers and their peers. We can’t enjoy their beautiful smiles. It
breaks my heart. Parents are pulling their children out of public schools bc of these unlawful
mandates. Suicide rates have skyrocketed in Douglas County. Protect our children’s emotional
& physical health and take these chains off of our children once and for all. Thank you!

8/13/2021 4:32 PM

5414

Our kids need to return to normal! Masks are Useless

8/13/2021 4:32 PM

5415

Masks are abusive and DO NOT WORK!

8/13/2021 4:31 PM

5416

Parents have rights to their children. They should have a choice whether or not their child
wears a mask at school. There are also religious and medical freedoms in this country. There
are also children with special needs that can not wear masks.

8/13/2021 4:31 PM

5417

Masking our children is abuse!!

8/13/2021 4:31 PM

5418

two points: 1) These children aren't being affected in any meaningful way by covid and the
variants. Masking is non-sensical whenever children and teachers have the option to wear
them 2) these kids play with each other on teams and in the streets of their neighborhoods and
in their houses all without masks. Pretending like masks in schools will stop any spread that is
going to happen is foolish. All it does is make schools less enjoyable. It takes away from a
child's ability to communicate with classmates and teachers. If you choose to put masks on

8/13/2021 4:31 PM
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children it is because you are cowards and trying to protect yourselves from the liability of not
putting them on and it has nothing to do with what is best for the children.
5419

If some are not required to mask they are risking the health of all. This is an issue of viral load
the more without masks the more the load and dangerous the school environment becomes.

8/13/2021 4:31 PM

5420

Our children, especially under the age of 12, are at risk as they cannot be vaccinated
regardless of desire (or parental desire). Our staff in DCSD needs to protect this vulnerable
population in ANY way possible, and take a proactive stance so that we do not backslide in a
scenario where we have put our children at risk. We also do not want to be in a situation where
remote learning needs to happen. My preference, in line with CDC and AAP recommendations,
is that we have universal masking (as many employers have started to do again, including my
own). If we do not have universal masking, then unvaccinated staff should be required to
mask, vaccinate, and/or submit to regular testing. If choice is the districts overriding goal, then
give staff that choice: 1) be vaccinated (safest), 2) mask up if unvaccinated, 3) if unvaccinated
and unmasked, then submit to regular testing. Please protect our vulnerable population.

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5421

The “ science” is completely inconclusive and the cdc keeps changing their rules. Kids have
been around each other all summer in much closer quarters. Non mask wearing and no
outbreaks. I DO NOT WANT MY CHILD TO BE MANDATED To WEAR ANY MASK! The
science also reports conclusively that cloth masks DO NOT work. Kids have been mentally,
physically and emotionally effected by all of these ridiculous mandates— that none of our “
elected officials” ever seem to impose on themselves! This is outrageous in every way. I’m not
injecting my child with a vaccine that doesn’t even prevent you from getting Covid!! So think
how ridiculous this sounds!!

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5422

Children 12 and under should absolutely not be masked. There is no science to support
masking young children. 79% of Douglas county is vaccinated. Please stop with this nonsense
and let parents decide what is best for their children. This is NOT your decision nor should you
have the power to decide. We have had more suicides due to mental health issues than we
have deaths due to covid in Douglas County. Stop using our children for your political agenda.

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5423

Masking is needed in our schools. It's the only way there is any chance of them staying in
person. I am tired of the school district and the schools acting like the pandemic is over even
as cases surge all across the country.

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5424

Please all the use of masks in school to be a CHOICE. It is not physically, mentally, or
emotionally okay for students to to be masked at school this year. By continuing to all choice
those who feel protected by masks can wear them and those who feel there is more harm
being done by masks do not have to wear them. It is not legally okay to mandate wearing
masks or requiring vaccines. Please continue to provide us with choice so that we do not
continue to divide our counties, families, and America.

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5425

Do NOT try and enforce another mask mandate when it harmful to children of ALL ages!!!
There is NO science to show that masks prevent any spread of viruses, but there IS evidence
that shows the masks are harmful to kids physical health. Not to mention the social and
emotional damage it does to them! You have no right to tell parents what they must or must
not do with their own children!!!

8/13/2021 4:30 PM

5426

I have four children in DCSD. Two are. Acclimated and two are two young. I’m the two high
schools my masked and vaccinated children attend, there have already been assemblies with
99% unmasked attendance and singing and swaying and bodies touching of over 1,000 people.
My kids mask to protect others but they are being forced into incredibly unsafe conditions
where others don’t mask to protect them. At our elementary, where no students can be
vaccinated, my kids mask but others are taking off their masks as they feel the peer pressure
of the 80 percent that do not mask. I want my kids in school and I want them safe. With
Delta’s rate of contagion, viral load and ability to be transmitted by asymptomatic break
through cases the only rational act is to mandate universal i for masking. Please help our kids
stay safe until we can vaccinate them.

8/13/2021 4:29 PM

5427

I think PARENTS should be allowed to decide for their own child/children if they want them to
wear masks. There is more to consider than a virus, such as mental health impact. Please
stop meddling in fear mongering. It is not your place to usurp a parents’ right to choose what’s
best for their child—either masked or not.

8/13/2021 4:29 PM

5428

I do not support masking in schools for our young learners. I have an elementary aged
daughter who receives speech therapy and needs support in making certain sounds. As such,

8/13/2021 4:28 PM
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she needs to see mouths move in order to learn proper pronunciation. Masks absolutely hinder
her ability to learn. Clear masks are not a solution as they fog up. There is no solution other
than allowing people to go mask free. If tri-county were to order a mask mandate, my daughter
would lose out on future learning. And let it be known that she has already lost a lot of face to
face instruction time over the past 16 or so months. A mask mandate would further deteriorate
my daughter’s, as well as many other young learners, education. I also have a son who is in
first grade and learning phonics and spelling and that is also difficult to do when the teacher is
wearing a mask. We talk about equity in education and a mandate would make education
inequitable for our youngest learners! Our kids’ mental health also must be taken into
consideration and forcing them to wear a face mask is NOT helpful to their psychological
development, rather it is quite damaging to their psychological and social well being. Please
consider the dire consequences of a mask mandate and let our children live their lives without
a mask covering their face. We’ve already affected our kids’ lives in every way during this
pandemic, let’s let them finally return to a life without masks!
5429

Our county is fine! Mask-free for all!

8/13/2021 4:28 PM

5430

Please to not mask our kids.. they have already dealt with so much they this is so detrimental
to not only physical health but mental as well!

8/13/2021 4:27 PM

5431

I am an immunocompromised mother of 2 elementary age kids. We need masks in schools for
all the kids to protect them, protect the staff, and diminish the spread of covid. At least until a
vaccine is available to children.

8/13/2021 4:27 PM

5432

I believe parents should have the choice over their children, NOT the government or teachers
or school boards! This is the American people’s RIGHTS! This is the United States the land of
the free!

8/13/2021 4:26 PM

5433

Our children should not be subject to wearing masks . Hand washing , not sharing and keeping
Kids home is best protection . Kids drop masks on floor .. they even share them . Masks
create more spread in these circumstances

8/13/2021 4:26 PM

5434

It is not proven masks that are not k95 help, in fact they most probably hurt your children

8/13/2021 4:25 PM

5435

I would like masks implemented again. My daughter lost too much education last year. She
can’t afford to risk being out again this year. She doesn’t mind wearing a mask. Many of her
friends have said the same.

8/13/2021 4:25 PM

5436

As a parent of three young elementary students, please mandate masks for children under 12
until vaccines are made available.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

5437

In order to keep kids (especially elementary) in-school with minimal disruptions to learning, I
support a mask mandate. The majority of elementary students are not eligible for the vaccine.
The only way to protect kids 11 and under is through wearing masks and distancing when
possible. Universal masking provides more protection to both vaccinated and unvaccinated
students, teachers and staff. The more protection we have from the covid virus, the better
chance we have of staying in-person for the duration of the school year. Masks are an easy,
affordable and simple solution to a big problem. I support universal masking in schools.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

5438

Please implement mask mandates for schools. With the delta variant and the lack of vaccine,
masks are the only defense our children have. Even our older vaccinated children can carry it
home to their siblings. Kids shouldn't have to decide between being osterized and bullied for
wearing a mask or bringing a serious illness to themselves or their family. That is an unfair
decision to put on a child and especially cruel when it is because a bunch of adults are not
looking out for children's health. It is our responsibility as adults to protect them and make the
hard decisions for them.

8/13/2021 4:23 PM

5439

I am writing as an extremely concerned parent in Douglas County School District, asking you
to please strongly consider implementing a mask mandate/requirement for children in schools
who are under the age of 12 and not yet eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine. We know the
science behind using masks as a Covid mitigation strategy, and that it does less to protect the
wearer if those around you are unmasked, and only truly works as a community effort. I do not
agree with the “it is your choice to put your child in a mask if you want to protect them”
mentality. My family has been very careful about Covid exposure throughout the entire
pandemic, and the “mask recommendation” policy actually leaves me NO choice to protect my
child while he is not even eligible yet to be vaccinated. My son, age 6, is one of three of his
classmates wearing a mask. This policy puts me in an incredibly difficult position, knowing
that putting him in a mask actually does little to protect him against the 16 unmasked children

8/13/2021 4:23 PM
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in his classroom. And, by choosing to actually be one of the few parents following the
recommendations and putting safety first, I am also having to choose to put my son in a
position to feel socially isolated and uncomfortable being one of the only children wearing a
mask. It puts the burden on the children, and on the parents, which we have done this entire
pandemic – and it is simply not safe OR fair. Please choose to protect our children. A mask
requirement for anyone who is under 12 (until the vaccine is approved for their age group),
would, at the very least, allow those unvaccinated children a chance to be protected. So many
anti-maskers use the phrase “our children deserve a normal year” – how about the fact that
they DESERVE to be protected so that they may have MANY more normal years? We should
never risk children’s health, and their lives, in order to appeal to a very vocal minority, whose
opinions are rooted in emotion and not in science. Thank you for your consideration.
5440

There is no need for masks in schools.

8/13/2021 4:22 PM

5441

No more mask mandates. I refuse to comply with any such mandates nor will my children be
robbed of an education and subjected to further psychological harm due to the dehumanizing
aspects of keeping their faces covered all day. If you impose a mask mandate for schools but
fail to do so without considering and having child psychologists weigh in on how TCHD intends
to mitigate the negative mental health aspects of continuing to require students to endure
having to wear masks all day at school, then I will consider any such mandates null and void.

8/13/2021 4:22 PM

5442

Please no masks in elementary schools or preschools. 3 of my kids had to endure this last
year and they were covered in spit at the end of the day and just disgusting and their attitudes
about going to school and not seeing others smiles really affected their year.

8/13/2021 4:22 PM

5443

Masks do little more than make a small segment of the population feel safer.

8/13/2021 4:21 PM

5444

Masking is the only way, besides vaccine, to limit the exposure.

8/13/2021 4:21 PM

5445

I am strictly for honoring parent choice. Families deserve the right to conduct risk assessment
for their children and determine whether or not their children should be masked.

8/13/2021 4:20 PM

5446

This should be a personal choice. This should not be a mandate.

8/13/2021 4:20 PM

5447

Board of Health, Our kids, my kids, deserve a safe and healthy full in-person experience
school experience this year. My 3 youngest (elementary school age) are unvaccinated. They
aren’t able to be vaccinated because they are too young. My wife and I and our 13 year old are
vaccinated, but we mask at work and school in order to protect our 3 youngest in the family.
And when our little ones go to school in their masks, they are seeing only about 1-2 students
besides themselves masked in the classroom. This is actually not uncommon. At my
daughters middle school, masking went from maybe 5% of the student body wearing masks at
the start of the week, to 1% or less. She was the only one in some of her classes by the end
of the week wearing a mask. People aren’t looking out for each other. People aren’t showing
care or consideration. And it seems no kind of encouragement or even gubernatorial incentive
will help people mask so w scan push through this Delta variant. The community seems
unable to act as a community, be selfless, and work to protect each other. The governor
seems to be unable to get her the guts to issue a mandate. So it falls on you, the health
experts to do what’s right no matter how many people scream at you, yell at you, call you
names, and unfortunately threaten you over simple masking. Have courage. Show us courage
to do the right thing in the face of opposition who refuse to see reason or logic. Help ALL of us
keep our kids safe and keep them full in-person by mandating universal masking in schools for
all staff and all students.

8/13/2021 4:20 PM

5448

As a Dr I can tell you that the so called studies on masks are irrelevant. They in fact do not
work unless it’s in a hospital setting. The schools would benefit more from air purifiers. Our
children have been punished enough for your lack of science. Have you ever bothered to swab
a mask of any child in elementary school? Please do so before you choose to restrict them yet
again. Enough is enough and the CDC does not have legal authority to impose any mandates.
Furthermore why does every single bit of data from the CDC and TCH conveniently omit the
millions of people, children included; who have recovered from Covid and carry antibodies and
better T-cell immunity. The studies are showing that natural immunity is more effective on
variants then any vaccine! I’m happy to share those studies with you.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

5449

I do not support any masking in schools. It should be parental choice.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

5450

Individual choice seems to lost these days. Let parents/students decide if they are worried
enough its nobodies business what other people wear.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM
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5451

I feel masks should be required when around those who are under 12 and not yet able to
receive the vaccine.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

5452

My daughter's elementary school dropped all precautions except for policies that should
always be in place, like telling parents to keep kids home when they're sick. Without masking,
distancing, or cohorts, the children are being put under unnecessary risk. We purchased KN95
masks, but they do not fit properly. Please enact a mask mandate for schools with children 11
and under, at least until the children have had a chance to be vaccinated. Masks are a safe
and easy way to decrease risk and it shouldn't matter how popular they are with the
community.

8/13/2021 4:19 PM

5453

Watching the mental health of my four kids decline after wearing masks has been haunting me
since. The science on wearing masks to slow the spread in no so soundly conclusive. In my
experience, I have heard of more ailments coming from them from people of all ages. They
seem more like comfort teddy bears for adults as well as now anxiety stricken children, versus
actual tools. I truly cannot believe people think any fabric mask will help. Or that a
bedazzled/blinged out mask will somehow be exempt from carrying around bacteria or viruses.
If anything at all is to be mandated, let’s look at mandating exercise, vitamins d and c, as well
as better diets. My body, my choice has no limits. I have never voted for anyone at TCHD and
will not comply with any resolutions. TCHD has zero rights to my body. Or my children’s. If
masks become mandatory, we have plans to switch roles so that I can homeschool the
children. They will NOT be forced to wear that again. I have read and discussed medical
articles with our family physician and we all agree that masks are unnecessary. Medical
decisions belong between a person and their chosen provider. Not an unelected group of
strangers.

8/13/2021 4:18 PM

5454

As a nurse & a parent I strongly urge you to mandate masks in all indoor school settings. With
cold & flu season upon us plus COVID it is most surely going to be a difficult winter. If you
need further evidence that masks work, look at the cases of flu & RSV from last year. They
were virtually nonexistent! Also, if you look at what is happening in TX, FL, GA, it is clear
masks are needed if we want to remain in on-person class safely amongst the latest Delta
Varient COVID surge. Please help Is keep our kids in class where they learn best & implement
a mandatory mask requirement!

8/13/2021 4:18 PM

5455

Please, please do not enforce mandated masking in the schools!! Leave it up to parents to
make that decision for their children! It should not be forced.

8/13/2021 4:18 PM

5456

The kids are so much happier without masks, they can still wear them if they want. There’s no
mask shaming. Parents should have a choice

8/13/2021 4:18 PM

5457

So no masks for all star game but now kids have to wear masks? Why announce it after
parents can’t pull their kids out of school.

8/13/2021 4:17 PM

5458

Please do not force kids to wear masks. We are all vaccinated in our home except for our 10
year old. We have all had covid. It was nothing less than the flu. These poor kids have
suffered enough wearing masks last year. It makes it hard for them to learn when they can not
communicate very well through a mask. My son and others I know of got ring worm around his
Mouth from wearing a mask all last year. My husband is a practicing physician in our local area
hospitals, he agrees children should NOT be masked. They are not wearing them correct to
make much of any difference for their health. If fact they are touch and playing with the mask
more than it is doing them any good. It is just crazy to make this a mandate. Please let
parents choose what is best for their children. Thank you.

8/13/2021 4:17 PM

5459

My son is not eligible for the vaccine. Masks are currently not mandated. There are very few
students OR staff wearing masks at our school. Our neighborhood vaccination rate per Tri
County’s data is only 53%. We need a mandate to keep our children safe.

8/13/2021 4:17 PM

5460

NO to masking children!!!!

8/13/2021 4:17 PM

5461

I absolutely think the masks are a terrible idea when we are more than 70% vaccinated. I am
EXTREMELY against any form of basketball, volleyball, etc.... players having to play in
masks! It is I healthy! Between the huge amount of people that have had covid and the
amount vaccinated we should go in with normalcy! Quarantine the sick! Stop giving into this
B.S media craze! Protect our kids from other mental illness/ low self esteem and so on that go
with masks! And yes I’m in the health field!!!!!!!

8/13/2021 4:16 PM

5462

The minimal effect, if any, of children wearing masks is significantly less than the myriad of
risks with wearing marks all day long. I am vehemently opposed to mandating masks for

8/13/2021 4:16 PM
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children in school.
5463

Unfortunately, many in DCSD are not heeding the “strong recommendation” to wear masks. My
2nd grader at Northridge Elementary only has 3 kids in her class who are masked and my 4th
grader has a few more than that. My 4th grader has already been bullied twice this week for
wearing a mask. Our young kids cannot get vaccinated. Please help us protect them!

8/13/2021 4:16 PM

5464

Wearing a mask is a very small and perfectly safe measure to prevent the spread of Covid. It
is our responsibility to protect the health of the community and keep schools open.
Fortunately, the simple solution of mask wearing will give us the best chance at this. Let's do
the easy and obvious responsible thing and mask up. I expect my health department officials
to follow science and their moral obligation to set a healthy standard for the community to
follow by requiring mask wearing, as the recommendation for mask wearing does not seem to
be working. This is not a decision that should be made by people who follow conspiracy
thinking, their gut, or the selfish demands of the politically ambitious county commissioners.
Please do the morally and scientifically correct thing and require students to wear masks. I
have two high schoolers who need to be in person to get a decent education. And they, like
nearly all kids, have no problem wearing masks. The people shouting and crying are the
conspiracy-believing adults. Their foolish opinions should carry no weight here. We are at a
critical point in our nation's history -- not just because we are in the midst of a unnecessarily
drawn out health crisis, but because we are in the midst of a mis- and disinformation crisis.
Those of us who have not been taken in by conspiracy theorists and conmen have an
obligation to stand up for what is right and to do the right thing, even in the face of an angry
mob. Please require masks and keep my children in school. Thank you.

8/13/2021 4:15 PM

5465

No masks, stop controlling the public we had the opportunity to be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 4:15 PM

5466

I feel the right for parents to choose what is right for their students is important.

8/13/2021 4:15 PM

5467

We know the Delta variant is highly transmissible, even in children. Let’s allow our children to
go to school as safely as possible without needing to go to remote learning. It’s what obviously
makes sense, no matter how loud the abusive vocal minority is. We don’t need to listen to
them just because they are vocal. It doesn’t make any sense to wait for all of our children to
get sick. Mandate masks in grade schools please.

8/13/2021 4:15 PM

5468

Thank you for allowing the public to provide input on this serious matter. Masks have proven to
be a very impactful and important tool in fighting Covid, and for those under 12, it is even more
essential to have uniform masking until a vaccine is approved. Please make this simple
requirement to keep our kids safe until they are able to be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 4:15 PM

5469

No masks

8/13/2021 4:14 PM

5470

We must protect our kids! Cases with the Delta variant are rising, and it’s important for kids to
be in school, but they need to be safe. Masking will keep them safe. Yes, they can still get
sick, but it decreases viral load and potentially decreases the risk for severe illness.

8/13/2021 4:14 PM

5471

Mandatory mask and distancing should be enforced indoors

8/13/2021 4:14 PM

5472

There is no strong evidence for masking children, but much evidence for the opposite. Let
parents and schools make this choice for their own community!! You are not in CONTROL of
us!!

8/13/2021 4:13 PM

5473

I am in support of letting parents decide what is best for their children. Please do not mandate
masks in schools. Kids are not getting sick and this is affecting their mental health.
Unfortunately the effects of this past year are still unknown. As a mother of two kids in the
district, I can say last year was the hardest year my kids have ever been through in school.
Not only did test scores drop, socialization dropped, and I could really see the effects on their
mental health. Our kids deserve a normal childhood. Please let parents support their children
and choose what is best for their children. If someone is pro mask, they should be able to wear
a mask. If someone is against masks, for whatever reason, the kids should not have to be
wearing a mask.

8/13/2021 4:12 PM

5474

Please do not mask our kids. The mental health they have suffered has been far worse than
COVID. Suiside is already and will get much worse.

8/13/2021 4:11 PM

5475

I am a parent of two elementary schoolers in DCSD and I support a universal mask mandate in
schools. Both of my children are part of a small minority of students in their class wearing

8/13/2021 4:11 PM
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masks. No mask shaming policies may sound like a good idea in theory, but in practice both of
my children are already hearing cruel comments and remarks from classmates.
5476

I believe the decision to mask children should be left up to the parents. My children have had
ill effects from wearing them last school year and I do not want to subject them to it again.

8/13/2021 4:11 PM

5477

With vaccinations being widely offered and accepted, I feel like masks should absolutely be
optional.

8/13/2021 4:11 PM

5478

Please continue to follow the scientific research and medical data to guide our community.
Please mandate masks when there is no other choice to keep our community functioning wellwhen our hospital beds start filling, when our doctor visits start going up, when our positive
numbers start to rise-please mandate masks so our businesses and schools can stay open.
Being proactive with masks before having to mandate school and business closures is
prudent. I know others don’t like masks but over run hospitals as medical offices are not good
either. I support masks if needed but choice until numbers in our area show a bad trend. I wish
your choices for #4 had more choices. This makes it seem like mask or no mask are the only
options. Mask mandates when numbers show it is needed would be my answer and choice
until then. You are doing a good job! Thanks for keeping us a safe as possible!

8/13/2021 4:09 PM

5479

The vaccine was supposed to be the be-all end-all yet here we have to discuss putting the
lowest at-risk demographic back in masks. The risk doesn’t equal the reward in this case and
the mask option should remain with the parents not mandated for all.

8/13/2021 4:08 PM

5480

Please require masks in schools so all kids can be included. It is much smarter to stay
masked and in school than risk having them be sent back home.

8/13/2021 4:08 PM

5481

Forcing people to wear a mask that has no scientific benefit is unacceptable.

8/13/2021 4:07 PM

5482

Unless you can enforce unvaccinated 12 and overs to wear masks you will have to mandate
masks for all. If a school can assure you that 95% of the school is vaccinated parents will feel
more comfortable sending kids to school without masks. It’s unvaccinated that need to be
singled out but I know that is impossible so all must protect each other. Our goal is to keep
kids in school and a mask is a simple solution.

8/13/2021 4:07 PM

5483

Kids should not be masked, this is child abuse. They went all summer without and hanging
with friends. Polis had his MLB all star game and no one seems bothered with no mask,
because the incoming money. This is not fair to treat our kids this way. It should be our choice.

8/13/2021 4:06 PM

5484

If we want kids to stay in school, a mask mandate is the only way. No harm will come from a
mask.

8/13/2021 4:06 PM

5485

I am 100% against masks for kids in school. History and science show, this virus does not
impact kids to a level beyond norm health concerns.

8/13/2021 4:06 PM

5486

If sufficient data supporting the masking of children cannot be presented while also not
addressing the potential harms (social, mental, developmental, etc.) then this policy should not
even be considered. There has been little to no masking of children in schools across Europe
with no excessive spread or hospitalizations. Evidence supports that children are not as
affected, nor do they spread the virus the same as adults. Parents should be given the choice.

8/13/2021 4:05 PM

5487

I do not want my child masked.. I will pull him from public schools if I need to. Enough. Adults
who want to be vaccinated, have been. Let the kids be.

8/13/2021 4:05 PM

5488

When my daughter started 1st grade on Aug 9, 40-45% of the students in her class wore
masks. At that time, my daughter communicated me that no teachers wore masks. Now, at
the end of the first week of school, My daughter and one other student in her class are the only
ones wearing masks. I’m not sure how we are going to survive the school year at this rate. Our
family has made major sacrifices to adjust to the in-and-out of remote learning last year. I don’t
know how our family can swing another school year of ambiguity and stay employed. Plus, the
omnipresent fear of our entire family getting sick, even though we are vaccinated.

8/13/2021 4:05 PM

5489

I support mask mandates for all grades. My child is in high school and is one of the only
students in his very large classes - with 25 to 35 students - that is wearing a mask each day.
Without a mandate kids are unlikely to follow a recommendation. I am concerned about COVID
19 spread and the resulting school shut downs. My child is just terrified that people will die.
Thank you for your consideration.

8/13/2021 4:04 PM

5490

There is no federal law for masks. Only Congress can pass a law requiring masks.

8/13/2021 4:03 PM
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5491

I am in favor of required universal masking indoor in all school settings. I don't understand why
we've waited this long to discuss this. The pressure being applied by those who object to
masks is significant. But we need to do what's best for the health of the DCSD students,
teachers, and staff. Thank you

8/13/2021 4:02 PM

5492

My 1st grader wears a mask and would prefer if all students had to wear a mask for his safety.
This is a proven way to keep more safe and healthy.

8/13/2021 4:02 PM

5493

No masks!

8/13/2021 4:02 PM

5494

I would like to see the Board of Health remain with the current actions in place, allowing the
parents and local school districts to decide which health measures are best. My teenage
children are still trying to deal with the mental health issues that masking last year brought on,
i.e. anxiety, depression, isolation. Not to mention the health issues they had along with that,
i.e. fatigue, headaches, bacterial breakouts on their face, nose bleeds, congestion. Those who
choose to wear masks will be provided the protection they desire.

8/13/2021 4:02 PM

5495

After the fiasco last year with all of the quarantines, it's pretty obvious scientifically masks
didn't work and they won't work this year! I will pull my kids from the district if this ridiculous,
unfounded, over reaching mandate is put in to place.

8/13/2021 4:01 PM

5496

Good afternoon all, My name is Melissa Palay and I am the mother of two DCSD students (1st
and 3rd grade) who attend Sand Creek Elementary School. Professionally, I am also a public
health nurse with a Master's Degree in both nursing and public health. I tell you this for two
reasons. First, I completely recognize how difficult it is to manage the ever changing Covid-19
situation and the hostile political environment that has sprung up around us. Second, I feel
very qualified to speak to what the actual data and evidence indicate are our best measures to
keep children safely in school without being influenced by political ideology. That being said, I
am quite concerned that DSCD is falling far short of its responsibility to SAFELY keep our
children in school, learning in person this fall. I think almost everyone in our community can
agree that children belong in school, in person. However for this to be successful we need to
be realistic about the severity of Covid-19 in our community and the variants that are now
predominant in our county, state and country. The delta variant has changed the way we
should be approaching COVID-19 in children and among even vaccinated adults. I am quite
concerned that the district's lack of evidenced based mitigation efforts such as universal
masking and quarantines of confirmed close exposures. . As a parent, my biggest priority is
that my children and others are able to remain in the classroom with their peers as safely as
possible. This is crucial to both their academic growth as well as their social emotional wellbeing. My now 3rd grader has a learning disability and struggled greatly with remote learning. It
was heartbreaking to watch his self confidence impacted by his academic challenges. My first
grader struggled with all of the changes to his routine during his Kindergarten year and had
some significant anxiety. In both cases, SCE staff were tremendous in partnering with us and
supporting our children. I also worry greatly about children too young for vaccines who are at
high risk due to their medical history, and staff who are immunocompromised. I want this new
school year to be successful for all kiddos but for that to be possible, we need to do more as a
school district and community to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our schools. Universal
masking is a simple step we can take that keeps children in the best learning environment and
protects their health and well-being. As Dr. Douglas so eloquently shared at the town hall on
8/4, masks are incredibly safe (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/sciencebriefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html). The benefits of universal masking far outweigh the
downfalls but that is only true if everyone wears them. My child wearing a mask does not
protect him nearly as much as it would if those around him are also masked. I can't even say
there are risks, they are simply a little uncomfortable and annoying but pose no risk to anyone.
The School Board and you all have said a few times that you will make decisions based on
data and scientific evidence. I implore you to stick to your word on that. Please look at the
recommendations coming out of the AAP about how to best safely return to school:
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Return-toSchool-During-COVID-19.aspx In addition, the AAP has published some eye opening data on
the changes we are seeing in clinical presentation of COVID-19 cases with new variants. This
website is a wonderful resource: https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronaviruscovid-19-infections/ Thank you all for your time and consideration. I know folks in the antimask/anti-vaccine realm are very loud and angry. I do not envy the position you all are in but
hope you can see past their intimidation and make decisions to protect our school community
based on scientific evidence and data.

8/13/2021 4:01 PM

5497

No mask mandate.

8/13/2021 4:01 PM
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5498

Good afternoon all, My name is Melissa Palay and I am the mother of two DCSD students (1st
and 3rd grade) who attend Sand Creek Elementary School. Professionally, I am also a public
health nurse with a Master's Degree in both nursing and public health. I tell you this for two
reasons. First, I completely recognize how difficult it is to manage the ever changing Covid-19
situation and the hostile political environment that has sprung up around us. Second, I feel
very qualified to speak to what the actual data and evidence indicate are our best measures to
keep children safely in school without being influenced by political ideology. That being said, I
am quite concerned that DSCD is falling far short of its responsibility to SAFELY keep our
children in school, learning in person this fall. I think almost everyone in our community can
agree that children belong in school, in person. However for this to be successful we need to
be realistic about the severity of Covid-19 in our community and the variants that are now
predominant in our county, state and country. The delta variant has changed the way we
should be approaching COVID-19 in children and among even vaccinated adults. I am quite
concerned that the district's lack of evidenced based mitigation efforts such as universal
masking and quarantines of confirmed close exposures. . As a parent, my biggest priority is
that my children and others are able to remain in the classroom with their peers as safely as
possible. This is crucial to both their academic growth as well as their social emotional wellbeing. My now 3rd grader has a learning disability and struggled greatly with remote learning. It
was heartbreaking to watch his self confidence impacted by his academic challenges. My first
grader struggled with all of the changes to his routine during his Kindergarten year and had
some significant anxiety. In both cases, SCE staff were tremendous in partnering with us and
supporting our children. I also worry greatly about children too young for vaccines who are at
high risk due to their medical history, and staff who are immunocompromised. I want this new
school year to be successful for all kiddos but for that to be possible, we need to do more as a
school district and community to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our schools. Universal
masking is a simple step we can take that keeps children in the best learning environment and
protects their health and well-being. As Dr. Douglas so eloquently shared at the town hall on
8/4, masks are incredibly safe (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/sciencebriefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html). The benefits of universal masking far outweigh the
downfalls but that is only true if everyone wears them. My child wearing a mask does not
protect him nearly as much as it would if those around him are also masked. I can't even say
there are risks, they are simply a little uncomfortable and annoying but pose no risk to anyone.
The School Board and you all have said a few times that you will make decisions based on
data and scientific evidence. I implore you to stick to your word on that. Please look at the
recommendations coming out of the AAP about how to best safely return to school:
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Return-toSchool-During-COVID-19.aspx In addition, the AAP has published some eye opening data on
the changes we are seeing in clinical presentation of COVID-19 cases with new variants. This
website is a wonderful resource: https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronaviruscovid-19-infections/ Thank you all for your time and consideration. I know folks in the antimask/anti-vaccine realm are very loud and angry. I do not envy the position you all are in but
hope you can see past their intimidation and make decisions to protect our school community
based on scientific evidence and data.

8/13/2021 4:01 PM

5499

Detrimental to social And mental health seen in my children.

8/13/2021 4:00 PM

5500

Masking should be personal choice!

8/13/2021 4:00 PM

5501

Please require masks for all elementary students…they are not old enough to be vaccinated.
Protect our children

8/13/2021 4:00 PM

5502

The CDC has flipped flopped on the mask issue so many times that no one has any credibility
that states a mask prevents transmission of COVID. Our children are more likely to die from
Influenza than COVID and if that’s the case you why have your not mandated masks for every
flu season? You haven’t because a mask does so much more damage than it helps! It
prevents social interaction between human beings. And the dirt and bacteria that gets trapped
in a mask is unreal. Bottom line, it’s child abuse. I would doubt you will have lawsuits brought
against you if you again mandate masks. In addition I’m sure you will see a mass exodus of
students from public school. And that will continue to make our children far further behind. How
can you mandate masks for JUST school settings?. If you do this you will lose all credibility if
you don’t also mandate it in ALL indoor settings. And we see what that did for our country.
Bottom line is these are OUR children. As TCH you DO NOT have authority over them, as
parents we do! Allow parents to continue to have their God-given authority over our children
and make the decision to have our children wear a mask or not. Parents right now in DougCo

8/13/2021 3:59 PM
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have this choice and so parents who feel that they want to have their child wear a mask have
the FREEDOM to do that and I also have the FREEDOM to make the choice for my children.
5503

Kids are fine with wearing masks when they know that’s what is expected of them. Masking of
everyone helps prevent the spread from older kids to the younger kids who still cannot get
vaccinated.

8/13/2021 3:59 PM

5504

I have a son in the 5th grade who is in the middle of testing for a series of genetic syndromes
that could potentially affect his heart. We’ve gotten this far without him getting covid (he was
masked in his charter school all year last year) and I’d love for him to get to the point where he
can be vaccinated without ever having had it. I’m afraid of the long term ramifications on his
heart should he be diagnosed with a condition. Masking is the right thing to do for him and for
all kids who may not even know they’re at risk (we didn’t know until June).

8/13/2021 3:58 PM

5505

No masks please

8/13/2021 3:58 PM

5506

I’m appalled that we are taking a survey to determine if we should mask our children. We all
have seen the reports from the CDC that masks do nothing to stop the spread. Kids mental
health suffers tremendously with masks and at this point this should be a non issue. Do not
make masks mandatory period.

8/13/2021 3:58 PM

5507

I believe in the safety and well being of our citizens. Anyone 12 and up needs to be vaccinated
and prove it with written records from health agencies. Just as they are for other
communicable diseases before being employed or attending school. Everyone needs to be
masked. This virus will continue to mutate and spread faster until we are all vaccinated. This
is a public health and safety concern. The loud, ill informed science deniers need not be
listened to, some doing this for political reasons, some because they are influenced by
conspiracies, but both are entitled and uncaring about the good of all. Neither reason is valid.
We have to all care about all of our people. Those loud ill informed folks are a terrible example
for their children. Who will they scream at when their children bully and have issues for not
complying with reasonable behavior

8/13/2021 3:56 PM

5508

MANDATE MASKS AND VACCINES NOW!!

8/13/2021 3:56 PM

5509

Please help protect our youngest kids who aren’t eligible for vaccine protection yet! Especially
as DougCo has rapidly rising cases

8/13/2021 3:56 PM

5510

Masks don’t work and it has been proven time and again. If they worked why did we have to
quarantine last school year any time someone tested positive for COVID? Why are masks now
suddenly “the thing”??? We have never masked during the regular flu season and that killed
more children (480) in the 2018-2019 season than have died from COVID in 18 months (.008%
of 4.2 children that have been infected or around 350 children)!! Where was this passion for
safety in previous flu seasons??? You are asking our children to sit in masks for 8 hours a day
and yet NO ADULT in an office setting including yourselves is asked to do such a thing while
at work because it’s a miserable condition to be forced in to, so adults choose to work from
home to avoid masks!! Wearing masks has impacts on a child ability to learn to read because
they can’t see the teacher enunciate the words and it makes it more difficult for the child to
hear what the teacher is saying. The psychological impact will be devastating as well because
we as humans have a need to read facial cues from one another and children even more so - it
is how they learning to socialize properly!!! You are enslaving our children to something that
does not help prevent anyone from getting COVID!!! This has turned in to a political issue only.
If there are so many parents who want their children masked then by all means have them
mask their children!!!!! That’s their CHOICE and I am not here to ask you to take that choice
away from them. I believe the reason these parents want all children masked is so that their
children won’t stand out because they are masked and their children won’t ask why they can’t
be unmasked since so many of us want our children to breathe, see faces and smiles, share in
the daily facial expressions of one another, etc and no doubt their children just don’t
understand why their parents are in favor of masks because kids know how utterly toxic
(physically and mentally) these masks are!!!!! If sending their children to school masked is not
an option to these mask fanatics then provide a remote learning opportunity for these families.
It was available last year and yet this year it has not been considered. Why?? These school
districts will continue to lose massive numbers of children because parents are fed up with this
nonsense and children will be pulled from public schools!!! I should be working instead of
spending time fighting stuff like this so my children can have normal lives. 9News did a poll
just this week to ask Coloradons if they wanted kids masked or unmasked in schools and 57%
stated they wanted kids to be UNMASKED in schools!! Please continue with the policies you
have already put in place for this school year! Please go to schools and SEE for yourselves

8/13/2021 3:56 PM
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how happy children are because they can SEE each other fully again, listen to the chatter in
the hallways at break time, listen to the laughter and see the smiles during lunch break - go
see for yourselves the POSITIVE impact your decisions on masks have had to date on our
children. By allowing CHOICE for families you are helping to reduce the risk of suicide in our
children - that deserves applause and recognition!!!! Let parents have CHOICE for their
families. If you move in the opposite direction the decision will have devastating
consequences on the districts and our children for years to come.
5511

My children will not wear masks again. They suffered daily headaches last year because of the
masks. They have had to start counseling to deal with the psychological effects from masks
and lock downs. If parents want to mask their kids it’s their choice. It should NEVER be
forced. My kids will NOT be re-breathing CO2 all day again. Don’t punish my kids for a virus
that they already had especially when it’s not typically deadly for children. Stop the baseless
mandates.

8/13/2021 3:55 PM

5512

I will be pulling both my children from school if a mask mandate is reinstated. Their mental
health is more at risk than their physical health.

8/13/2021 3:55 PM

5513

I do not support sending children to school in masks. It interferes with their learning. My son
also chews on his mask so it comes home filthy and wet. It should be our decision as parents
about if our children should wear masks to school.

8/13/2021 3:55 PM

5514

Masking in schools should be left to parental choice. Statistical data has shown children are
highly unlikely to have severe symptoms of Covid (delta or otherwise) and studies have also
shown masks to be ineffective in preventing spread of virus particles. Masking contributes to
anxiety, other health issues and are a distraction in the learning environment.

8/13/2021 3:54 PM

5515

Please do not mask our kids again! There is no medical or health reason to do so. My fifth
grader just got done with his first week of school, and the school did a great job of giving
families a choice to wear a mask or not. It went very well and we all deserve to have a choice
regarding our health!

8/13/2021 3:54 PM

5516

Emotional wellbeing is on the line. Let parents choose if their children are masked.

8/13/2021 3:54 PM

5517

We are wasting to much talk on this mask business. They don't work lets move on.

8/13/2021 3:54 PM

5518

Masking should be individual choice!!

8/13/2021 3:53 PM

5519

Please mandate masks for all students but most importantly students under 12 years old. My
children are not safe in school right now as almost no one (students or staff) are wearing
masks. Suggestions do not work at DCSD. Please do not risk their health any longer!

8/13/2021 3:52 PM

5520

People have enough information to make their own decisions

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

5521

Zero evidence EVER presented that masks work, especially on children.

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

5522

Today it is being reported that this week, in Broward County, FL, four school teachers died of
Covid. Masks aren't perfect. Nothing is, but masks help. Some masks help more than others.
But non-masked people spread the virus and the delta variant is more virulent than the original
form. Masks should be mandated in schools until this virus is stopped. And if everyone eligible
would get the vaccine, we could stop the spread of the virus and get back to normal.

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

5523

Kids should absolutely not be mandated to wear a mask. These masks are not proven to stop
the spread of this virus since the virus itself is such a small particle that the masks will not
stop it from becoming airborne. These children need to see smiling faces. The fear that is
being instilled in these children is ridiculous and has to stop. This virus is not a threat to
children of this age regardless of the variant. Absolutely 100% kids should NOT wear masks
for their emotional and physical well-being. rather than having a focus on masks, let's focus on
healthy eating and exercise habits and teach our children something that is worth their time
and attention. Thank you for keeping masks out of our schools.

8/13/2021 3:51 PM

5524

I feel like this going back and forth with masks is way too hard. And I hate being in a limbo
wondering if any day this is coming back. My daughter last year in kindergarten traded masks
with friends and/or ate her mask the entire time. She will wear it but it’s so disgusting she
would go through all of her masks and still come home with them black and wet. How’s that
healthy? It think the elementary school kids in marks is a BIG NO!! I support middle school
and high school but elementary school keep it optional. If parents want their elementary school
kid wearing a mask great, give the parents the option to choose for them. I will absolutely say
no to masks for my elementary school kids, and I have 5 kids. One in middle school who I

8/13/2021 3:50 PM
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know for a fact could care less about masks as long as he is in school. Think about those little
kids please and their health. Masks is a NO for elementary school aged kids!!
5525

Quit nuzzling our kids, you are destroying them. Just STOP!

8/13/2021 3:49 PM

5526

Please have kids wear masks til they are eligible for vaccines

8/13/2021 3:49 PM

5527

Masks are not only ineffective but detrimental, per studies by Stanford, NIH and other
international research entities (IJERPH Review Is a Mask That Covers the Mouth and Nose
Free from Undesirable Side Effects in Everyday Use and Free of Potential Hazard? 42, pages)
https://noqreport.com/2021/04/17/stanford-study-quietly-published-at-nih-gov-proves-facemasks-are-absolutely-worthless-against-covid/ There’s NO human peer-reviewed study that
shows masks work. But there are mask studies that show detrimental effects to breathing,
teeth and skin diseases. It’s simply not healthy (physiologically, behaviorally, mentally, and
developmentally) for children to cover their noses and mouths for 8 hours a day for a virus that
is so tiny, that wearing a mask to stop it is like trying to catch mosquitoes with a chain link
fence. Not only that, NO TEACHER has died from a child supposedly passing on this virus.
AND, if you’re concerned about children’s health, you will also know that children survive the
virus 99.9XX%, as do healthy adults. For you to be even considering this is insane. 72.9% of
kids are vaxxed in Douglas County and, at my kids’ school, 80% of the teachers are. So by
masking up again, are you admitting that the vaccine doesn’t work?! You cannot argue it both
ways. Finally, the “case” data is overstated anyway. Everyone knows, and the CDC has said,
that PCR tests DONT DISTINGUISH between COVID and FLU. They also have about a 75%
false positive rate, which means it says someone has the flu or Covid, when in fact, they DO
NOT. Every premise you try and stand on doesn’t work. THERES NO REASON FOR MASKS
IN SCHOOLS AND ESPECIALLY ON CHILDREN!

8/13/2021 3:49 PM

5528

I do not support universal masking in schools. Children have a very difficult time making social
connections while masked and it is not going to prevent Covid. I support parent choice for
masking.

8/13/2021 3:48 PM

5529

I strongly encourage TCHD to mandate a mask policy for our schools. At our school,
Mammoth Elementary, we counted 15 children with Masks out of 600 students. Two of which
were our kids. We’ve seen no social distancing and we’ve had to ask our teachers to
specifically keep our two children socially distanced. Our 9yr old has never been asked or
encouraged to wash his hands. Luckily he does on his own. And he is also getting bullied for
being the only masked kid in his class. On top of all this, our principal emailed all parents
saying “masks are strongly encouraged -NOT REQUIRED-“. By capitalizing NOT REQUIRED
he is essentially encouraging no masks. Please do something to keep our children safe!

8/13/2021 3:48 PM

5530

Under no circumstance does it make sense to mask our kids. You are doing far more harm by
masking them. It’s the parents choice and that’s the way it needs to stay.

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5531

As an emergency physician as well as the medical Director of a local emergency department
within Douglas County, I support that universal masking is used in all indoor school settings.
Although vaccinations are key in the treatment of this pandemic, they are not available for the
majority of our school age children, ages 11 And under. Not only are these children put at risk
for contracting the disease but they are also significant vectors carrying the disease to others.
Universal masking is the only way to prevent this.

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5532

Your three choices below are limiting and appear to be biased. This does not reflect the
nuances of such a complex set of circumstances.

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5533

It will be dangerous for TCHD to introduce any more masking nonsense on a public that is now
far more educated on the fallacies of masking. TCHD should be aware that the public now
views their decisions as personal power trips, backed by a non-medical agenda, and not at all
backed by science. TCHD’s personal assaults on freedom and liberty will no longer be
tolerated.

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5534

The masks that are purchased at Target or Etsy or Walmart or Safeway do not prevent the
spread of anything! The decision for a child to wear a mask should rest solely with the parents
and the child - not a government office. Let us parents decide what is best for our children!

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5535

Freedom of choice plus everyone I know is vaccinated including my HS student and all her
friends

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

5536

Please help us protect our kids. I have a preschooler and a 2nd grader who I cannot protect
with a vaccine yet, and the county is not doing anything to help us keep them safe. Why did

8/13/2021 3:47 PM

1426 / 1741

Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
we work so hard, with masking mandates, indoor dining rules, social distancing, and vaccines
only to leave our youngest citizen vulnerable? My daughter says she’s one of only 2 kids in
her class who wear a mask, and the other kids tell them “my parents say we don’t have to
wear masks anymore.” Please, put into a place this common sense measure.
5537

If parents want their kids to wear masks, they can. If parents want to keep their kids home and
do zoom school, they can. If you mandate masks, you are taking away our right to choose.
This is PUBLIC school and we should have the RIGHT to choose. Based on your own
numbers, Douglas County has a +60% vacation rate, and we are at level clear. This shouldn't
even be a discussion. Thank you

8/13/2021 3:46 PM

5538

Let the parents decide if they want their kids in masks. Enough of the mandates

8/13/2021 3:46 PM

5539

No masks please

8/13/2021 3:45 PM

5540

Masks hinder learning and socialization and should not be required at school. They do not stop
the spread of covid, are full of germs and harmful to kids, and are being used as a means of
control. Stop the senseless abuse of our children.

8/13/2021 3:45 PM

5541

Our family has a strong belief of personal rights. It should be up to each individual family to
determine their families choice of vaccinations and mask usage in public spaces.

8/13/2021 3:45 PM

5542

Masking children or anyone for that matter is absolutely absurd! This is causing social
emotional and mental health issues but no one wants to talk about that. Breaks my heart that
our kids have to worry about such senseless acts for political and agenda gain.

8/13/2021 3:44 PM

5543

I would like the Tri County Health Department to consider helping protect those who cannot yet
receive the vaccine.

8/13/2021 3:42 PM

5544

School district is actively placing children in harms way through holding large rallys, crowded in
person gatherings, and no masking, total lack of any mitigation strategies for the young and
unable to be vaccinated in the elementary and middle school (6th grade) setting.

8/13/2021 3:42 PM

5545

Middle and high school should definitely remain mask free since the vaccine is available for 12
and up. Teachers should not be forced to wear a mask while teaching at all grade levels if
they’ve been vaxxed.

8/13/2021 3:41 PM

5546

I do not think there should be a mask mandate in Schools. Parents should have the right to
choose what is best for their children. There is absolutely no science behind the masks or
proof that non surgical masks work. If there is a mask mandate we will be moving out of this
state.

8/13/2021 3:41 PM

5547

I do not support my children wearing masks at school in any manner.

8/13/2021 3:40 PM

5548

Given the greater transmissibility of the Delta variant, I believe that masks are necessary to
prevent spread and illness. However, scientific studies have shown that wearing a mask
doesn’t really help protect you from getting the virus, it is more effective at preventing you
from passing it on to others. Thus, everyone must be wearing a mask in order for it to be
effective. Simply allowing the few who choose to protect others and themselves wear masks
while the vast majority of the school does not will not work, and will not prevent COVID from
ravaging our schools. Everyone has to for it to work. The masks are not to protect yourself,
but to protect others. Therefore I believe masks should be mandated inside the buildings to
protect the students.

8/13/2021 3:39 PM

5549

There is no evidence, data, science or common sense that says masks help prevent Covid.
Our children are the least "at risk" for Covid. Flu season was more dangerous to kids than
Covid by far and no-one was telling us to mask our kids before Covid came along! This is
about control, political correctness and fear mongering! It is child abuse and our kids have had
enough of this for the last year and a half! I DO NOT SUPPORT MASKS IN SCHOOLS! I will
take my daughter out of school if this happens.

8/13/2021 3:38 PM

5550

The science does not support a mask mandate. Follow the science not the politics.

8/13/2021 3:38 PM

5551

I emailed the board today with my thoughts.

8/13/2021 3:37 PM

5552

Vaccines and masks should be our own choice. Not mandated.

8/13/2021 3:36 PM

5553

I am growing increasingly tired of having to fight this continual battle to rid ourselves of these
useless masks. If you look at your own data which you publish regularly, you will see that
there is absolutely no evidence that kids 11 and under need to wear a mask to attend school.

8/13/2021 3:35 PM
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Last school year, when you had all the kids masked up kids were still being sent home to
quarantine on a regular basis - I know this because my friend's son was quarantined 6 times.
So obviously the masks don't work. Additionally, the COVID 19 vaccines have been available
to anyone who wants one for months. So teachers have had the ability to be vaccinated if they
so choose. The fact, as your own data points out, is that COVID 19 poses virtually no risk to
children 11 and below, and those who are over the age of 12 have had the ability to be
vaccinated if they so chose. So I really have to question why you're even considering such a
mandate as it defies any sort of rationale or logic based on your own statistics. Finally, you do
not have to follow what the CDC does. If that is all you're going to do, then there is no need for
an entity called "Tri-County Public Health" because we can all just follow the CDC guidelines
without needing to spend our tax dollars on your organization. Enough is enough. If people
want to wear a mask then they are free to do so. Quit ordering the rest of us who know the
truth that these things on our kids do more harm than good to have to do the same. Doing so
will just further erode your already strained credibility.
5554

With the transmission of the delta variant and percentage of younger children getting covid-19
rising, I am in strong favor of universal masking in school settings to keep our youngest
constituents safe. Please follow CDC and AAP. I have one boy who is high risk that we opted
to do remote learning but my other child is in school learning. She is extremely nervous about
the potential to pass on covid 19 to her younger brother and it is causing a lot of stress for our
family. We have already lived a very covid-cautious life for the past 17 months but cannot do it
on our own when considers the needs of both children. Masking has proven effective and
seems like a very small gesture that can mean so much for those at risk. Thank you!

8/13/2021 3:35 PM

5555

No Masks!!!!!!!!!! This is horrific for our kids mental health…teenagers and primary kids
alike!!!! They are horrible, do nothing, and you can’t breathe or talk. I went to Rockies game
with 47,000 unmasked people. Don’t tell me my kid had to wear one at school. Absolute
nightmare!!!! Keep it a choice…do the RIGHT thing!!!

8/13/2021 3:34 PM

5556

Masks do not protect kids… they get wet & harbor bacteria. The death rate for children from
COVID is 0.00-0.26% (according to the CDC), so this is not a significant number to force our
children to wear them. It distracts them from learning.

8/13/2021 3:34 PM

5557

Please consider a mask mandate asap!

8/13/2021 3:34 PM

5558

The science PROVES that masking our children is NOT effective. The Covid particles are
much smaller than that of a surgical or cloth mask, making them completely ineffective.

8/13/2021 3:33 PM

5559

Masks should be optional and a CHOICE for each individual family. Recommended NOT
required. And all opinions should be respected.

8/13/2021 3:33 PM

5560

I strongly disagree to masking kids in Elementary Schools. This causes harm to children and
the science does not support masking this age. Bottom line parents need to have the option as
to whether this is something they want for their children.

8/13/2021 3:33 PM

5561

Masking should be a parental choice. Period.

8/13/2021 3:32 PM

5562

More and more younger people are getting sick. Either mask or require proof of vaccination to
attend class. Unvaccinated can stay home and continue virtual. Unvaccinated are doing
nothing but providing host bodies for virus mutation to continue.

8/13/2021 3:32 PM

5563

I do not believe in mandating masks! Every family should choose what is best for them. And if
masks really work and you are concerned then mask your children…they will be fine! Right!

8/13/2021 3:32 PM

5564

Long one, but very important. For months, my wife and I have been stressing out about
whether or not to send our daughter to our neighborhood school for Kindergarten. Cases have
been growing rapidly among both, the unvaccinated, and children. This is a fact. The data
proves it. What else does the data say? Well, it says that masks are the best we can do
besides getting vaccinated. This is a fact. The data proves it. Public safety is within the scope
of local government. Mask mandates have been done before, and can most certainly be done
again. Our school district (and many others across the country), has decided to go with
“strongly encouraging” masks but won’t require them. This morning, kindergarteners had a 2
hour session to get introduced to the school and teachers. We used this as an opportunity to
assess how the staff at the school is going to keep our child safe while she is there. We were
sincerely hoping that people would be diligent when it comes to health and safety. My wife
even made a comment about it being a STEM school, thinking that must mean the staff cares
about science (hint: they don’t). When we picked up Reilly this morning, we saw a long line of
little ones come out, only a few wearing a mask. Teachers were not masked. The staff in the
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office were not masked. We asked Reilly about her morning in the classroom. She was so
excited to be at school. We were excited too! But that excitement quickly turns to
disappointment when we heard about the lack of safety. A: There was no enforcement of mask
wearing among children who come with masks. The teachers allowed (even offered) students
to remove their mask at anytime. B: No K teachers wore masks indoors with the kids. C:
There was no opportunity to wash hands before snack time. Teachers offered hand sanitizer
but left it up to the 5 year olds to decide if they would take any. My question is this. Why do
we accept that the anti mask/anti vax people’s feelings are more important the the public
health and safety of a group of children who don’t have an option to get vaccinated? These
people are not concerned with facts, data, etc. Why do they get what they want while my
daughter, who has done everything she can for the health and safety of the public, is
heartbroken that she has to do online school? We as a society should be fed up with this
ignorance. We should stop tolerating those who endanger the public, willingly, because they
are too dumb to keep themelves and others safe. We need mask mandates. We need social
distancing mandates. We need to invest in serious education regarding vaccines. We need to
expect more from our neighbors and our government. Do it for the unvaccinated children, at
least.
5565

Please require masks for all students. DCSD is currently strongly encouraging all students to
wear masks. My fifth grader is wearing them and there is only one other person in her class
who is. We went to her back to school night at her school last night. Maybe 10% of parents
and students were wearing masks. My eighth grader is wearing a mask even though he is
vaccinated. He goes to Cimmaron Middle School in Parker. We got notified yesterday that he
was exposed to a Covid positive student. It sounds like a number of those letters went out.
When we went to our pediatrician this morning for a Covid test, our pediatrician said that he is
probably fine because he was wearing his mask as well as being vaccinated. There are only a
few kids at his school wearing masks. He is trying to stay healthy to keep his younger sister
healthy. Despite the school saying that they will support kids and wearing their masks, another
parent told me that her child was encouraged to takeoff their mask by the choir teacher. This is
not supporting the students choice to wear masks. The CDC, the American Academy for
pediatrics, Colorado branch of the American Academy for pediatrics, are all recommending the
kids wear masks. And yet our school district will not require it. We need a mask mandate in
place. It is not fair to all of the younger students that they are not protected.

8/13/2021 3:31 PM

5566

People who wanted to be vaccinated have been (including myself). Don't put regulations on
children!! Let them have a normal year!! My son (a senior) was in such a deep depression last
year from this crap and failed 2 classes. He's since completed summer school and is feeling
so much better. This is his last year in school, please dont put regulations on these kids! Let
them have a normal year. Not a single mask in sight during summer base programs at school
and NO outbreaks. I wonder why! Because kids aren't symptomatic and don't spread the virus!

8/13/2021 3:31 PM

5567

Our family has been residence for Douglas County for eight years. Both of our children are too
young to receive the Covid vaccine. I fully support the recommendations from the American
Academy of pediatrics regarding universal masking in school as our first priority to keep staff
students and families safe and healthy, with a secondary benefit of maximizing in person
learning for our students. It is certainly nice to be asked to take a survey however I think we
can and should trust the experts at the centers for disease control as well as the American
Academy of Pediatrics since they went to school to become experts in the area of medicine
and public health. Thank you for considering these comments.

8/13/2021 3:30 PM

5568

There has been zero evidence to show masks prevent the spread of Covid.

8/13/2021 3:30 PM

5569

Please require masks for elementary school age children who are not yet eligible for
vaccination.

8/13/2021 3:30 PM

5570

Do something based on data. Saying that our schools were safe last year so we should do the
same thing this year is not science based. If you require something, post the data with
controlled studies behind it. Every study I have found cherry picks a limited time period or only
looks at masks required in schools next to counties with no requirement, but the studies state
that mask compliance or use is never measured meaning it is possible the area counties have
exactly the same compliance. That is not a sufficient study to mandate a control! Also, data
shows that prior infection yields the same or better protection as vaccinated! There is always
some benefit for being vaccinated, but not enough to mandate that of staff or students.

8/13/2021 3:30 PM

5571

As a doctor of chemical engineering who has researched aerosols and has engineered filter
materials for particulate masks, and after reviewing pertinent scientific studies, I say that
masks work. The virus that causes COVID is transmitted primarily through aerosols, and
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besides vaccinations, masks are the best precaution we can take. As a nurse (I am both a
nurse and an engineer), I say the health of our community at this point depends on authorities
such as Tri-County Health mandating masks, because clearly from photographic and video
evidence posted on numerous DCSD-associated Facebook pages this past week, people in
schools are not doing the healthy thing just based off "recommendations" from Tri-County to
wear masks - the staff, administrators and upper management are not even setting the
example to do so. I'd go further than the options presented in question 4, and say that masks
should be mandated in *all* indoor settings in our community, and not just in school settings.
This assertion is in accordance with the current recommendations of the CDC. My child cannot
attend in-person school this year because our family has high risks for serious COVID; we
predicted the current unsafe unmasked situation in May and so chose a virtual school option
for the coming year. There are many families in this district who are in a similar situation with
high risks for serious COVID but do not have the luxury to choose virtual schooling like we did,
either because of work obligations or other socio-economic inequities that prevent them from
doing so. Please do the right thing for these and all families in our community, and mandate
masks to protect all.
5572

The Delta variant is not the same COVID that we were dealing with 6 months ago. The are
zero mitigation strategies being used in the school settings. My middle schooler just received
an exposure notification yesterday from an exposure on Tuesday. That is 2 days into this
school year. She is one of the only people (including teachers and administrators) in the
building wearing a mask. Her choir teacher asked her to remove her masks for class, which is
not allowing freedom to protect herself. Myself and my other daughter are both
immunocompromised. My daughter is 10 and unable to get the vaccine yet. I had an
anaphylactic response to the 1st dose, not allowing me to continue with the vaccine process. I
rely on others being vaccinated and wearing masks to help protect myself and my daughter.
When the CDC and AAP are recommending masks for ALL people indoors, regardless of
vaccination status, it is the duty of the health department and school districts to follow those
recommendations. You are opening yourself to lawsuits due to negligence in protecting the
public.

8/13/2021 3:28 PM

5573

I have five children in DCPS- I do not feel anyone should make anyone wear a mask .

8/13/2021 3:27 PM

5574

Masks are an easy way to add a layer of protection for children ineligible due to age for
vaccination.

8/13/2021 3:26 PM

5575

There is no evidence that supports a dirty rag across your face prevents infection.. Let people
make their own decisions. Douglas County has a high vaccination rate, this shouldn’t even be
an issue.

8/13/2021 3:26 PM

5576

Given the current state of the Delta variant and the increase in children being affected by it,
TCH needs to enforce a mask mandate for schools including all adult personnel and students,
regardless of vaccination status. Keep our kids alive!

8/13/2021 3:25 PM

5577

We do not want our children masked!

8/13/2021 3:25 PM

5578

Children are not at great risk of dying or hospitalization from COVID-19. They are also unlikely
to spread it. Parents have the ability to keep their kids home if they’re scared. If parents
believe masks are effective, their kids can wear them. Most parents are not in favor of
masking.

8/13/2021 3:25 PM

5579

Masks need to be required in school and it’s slightly wreckless to not require it, playing with
fire from strictly a health and safety standpoint for our kids. I have a higher risk kid that we are
trying to protect and my other two kids. One gets it, they all get it. Should be required,
especially until vaccines are available for under 12. It feels like it’s not a matter of “if”, just a
matter of “when”. It is crazy that we feel sending them last year would have been better
because of all the precautions last year and lacking precautions this year. Was highly
disappointed in the lack of COVID precautions to start, mostly the mask “recommendation”.
Also, highly disappointed in our society for people being up and arms about listening to the
science. Don’t envy the spot you are in. Can’t please everyone but ultimately it’s important to
protect the health of our kids and giving them a fair chance.

8/13/2021 3:25 PM

5580

Please do mask healthy kids are aren’t at risk for covid. Please don’t institute a vaccine
mandate either and there’s plenty of data to indicate children are almost zero risk for covid

8/13/2021 3:24 PM

5581

As a Registered Nurse I support universal masking in school settings. I support the CDC
recommendations and believe this will allow my kids to remain healthy and in the classroom
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focused on learning with fewer interruptions. Kids are more resilient than we give them credit
for and I have personally heard no complaints about their inability to focus or learn because of
their masks. I would encourage the Board to listen to sound science and look at the rise in
cases in our community that point to the need to protect our young people.
5582

As a parent of 2 DCSD kids, I ask that you please make it mandatory to wear masks so kids
who aren’t yet eligible for vaccines are protected. I send my fourth grade son to school with a
mask everyday, but with no adult to require it, he has said that he remembers it for 50-75
percent of the day. Also he is one of only a few in his class that is wearing it. My high school
son is vaccinated, but isn’t wearing a mask to school, because “no one else is.” Although I
would prefer that all high school kids were also wearing them, I’m most concerned about the
kids who aren’t yet eligible to be vaccinated. Also thank you for your hard work of using
science and data to inform and protect our community.

8/13/2021 3:24 PM

5583

Until there is more then a one sided study done, No masks. Parents choice. No one is
stopping you from wearing a n95 and a face shield but we don’t need to force everyone. We
need data looking at the negative affects of masks, psychological, physiological, long term
effects, derm, co2, learning issues, speech, and depression. We are masking kids who are
literally at no risk for Covid. If we are really concerned about children dying how about you look
at the obesity rate and depression in children. Put our kids first. Kids masks are full of germs
and they’re finding E. coli and all kinds of other stuff on them because very few people wear
them correctly.

8/13/2021 3:24 PM

5584

Please consider mandating masks in school. It is the only safe way for our kids to learn in
person with rising Covid cases and the rapid spread of the Delta variant.

8/13/2021 3:22 PM

5585

Until those 11 and under can be vaccinated I feel they should wear masks.

8/13/2021 3:22 PM

5586

I do not believe masks and/or remote learning are necessary

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

5587

We mutually have a problem in Douglas County, we seem to be overrun with antivaxxers
whose motivations are entirely political. I’m sure you and I can agree that we wish that the
former president hadn’t politicized science, but he did. So the question is, what can we do to
change the hearts and minds of anti-Vaxxers Who don’t accept Science and reason anyway?
I’ve come up with a unique solution that I feel will make quite a dent in their objections.
Because the most dangerous antivaxxers turn to be the most vocal and the most socially
connected, I would submit to you that they also tend to be the parents of sports athletes who
no doubt excel because of their desire to obtain scholarships for college. Captains of the
football team, cheerleaders, star athletes in many ways. Doubtless they are subjected to their
parents anti vaccination delusions and cannot legally object until they are 18 or older. I think a
mandatory vaccination and/or 72 hr pre-participation testing requirement would really give
these objectors pause. Effectively we will be saying to them that if they can’t keep their own
children healthy and protect the welfare of others, their children will need to sit out their
beloved sports, thereby endangering their scholarships. I think this single requirement would go
incredibly far to eliminating their objections for the good of the entire community. Thank you for
your consideration and I look forward to your decisions that are science-based. Craig Mason
Parent of student athlete at Highlands Ranch High School

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

5588

I do not support masks for very young elementary students. My 6th grader wears her mask,
she is closer to the age where Covid could be severe for her and has a heart condition.
However, I do not want my Kindergartener in a fast makes all day. It is difficult for her and her
age group is not at substantial risk. I appreciate being given the choice to do what is right for
each individual child!

8/13/2021 3:21 PM

5589

4 out of 21 students in my 6th graders class have chosen to mask up. My unvaccinated
daughter is at risk for COVID complications as she has asthma. I made the gut wrenching
decision to put her in-person learning this year. Her mental health needed the daily peer
interaction. I think about equity in this case. Without universal masking we are robbing some
children of the in-person learning experience. That’s is wrong.

8/13/2021 3:20 PM

5590

Hospitalizations for the delta variant of covid are primarily those not vaccinated, and until kids
under age 12 can be vaccinated, all those inside the schools should be masked to protect
these young children. The mask requirements last year enabled the majority of kids to attend
school in person, proving the effectiveness of masks. Please consider a mask mandate until
the vaccine for those under 12 is approved and can roll out.

8/13/2021 3:20 PM

5591

Please require masks at a minimum for kids under 12. Prefer for all until numbers are down.

8/13/2021 3:20 PM
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The number one priority needs to be keeping kids in person learning and this is our best
chance at that goal.
5592

Good morning, It's been circulated that people are petitioning you all at Tri County Health Dept.
to mandate masks so DCSD is forced to require our children to wear masks in schools. I'm
writing to ask that you honor parents medical autonomy and that of their children and continue
to allow DCSD to leave those decisions to the parents. I know that politically and publicly you
have to say masks work, but surely you have seen all the same data I have and you know
they've been proven ineffective at affecting case/hospitalization/death rates. Per your own
website Douglas County was masking at above 90%, most of the time closer to 95% from July
of 2020 until April 19 2021, when your website stops recording data. This includes the entire
DCSD students and staff fully masked for the entirety of last school year. However, as you
know, our cases started to spike in Oct and continued until they finally dropped again in
January. They have then remained low throughout the summer when most stopped wearing the
masks. As scientists you know that correlation does not prove causation, but here we don't
even have correlation. The data firmly confirms whether or not the community masks up is
irrelevant and has absolutely no bearing on the trajectory of transmission and disease. We
could go back and forth citing studies proving or denying mask effectiveness, but I think the
raw data speaks for itself. What also speaks for itself is the clear mental health crisis that all
these mitigation attempts have done to our youth. I saw this first hand as my own daughters
mental health suffered greatly last year. She was in a new school at her first year of middle
school here in DCSD last year. She is shy and introverted naturally and when you added all the
COVID protocols it made it impossible for her to make friends. She went the whole year
without getting to know anyone. She was lonely, angry and depressed. Her grades also
suffered and she is an advanced student who has never struggled in school before. Well now
she's been in school for 1 week and she already knows at least one person in every single
class and has found some friends to eat lunch with and she is back to my child who has
always loved school. The thought of you imposing a mask mandate and forcing her back into
what happened last year terrifies me for her! She is also terrified of it changing again. She will
be heading to high school and if we suffer through another year like last year I worry she will
never recover mentally or academically for she certainly won't be prepared for high school. I
also have a 6th grader who is starting her first year of middle school this year, I don't want her
to have the same experience as my oldest did last year. On the other side of things my
youngest daughter is starting 2nd grade. That means half of kindergarten and all of her 1st
grade was disrupted by all this. She doesn't even know what school is supposed to look like.
She doesn't even fully understand why she has to go. She suffered greatly last year to the
point I considered holding her back. These are the years where she learns the basics of
reading and writing. Do we really think she will just "be ok" if we continue to rob her of the
education she needs? I also have a 3rd grade son. They are both in a developmentally crucial
period of life. The primary years are where they learn to speak correctly, learn to identify social
cues from faces and body languages, learn how to relate with others and build relationships.
All of these things are hindered with mask wearing. These are crucial years and what kind of
long term consequences will we face from stunting this entire generation of children from their
growth for a virus they aren't high risk of with mitigation measures that are proven to be
ineffective? I'm afraid we won't like how history judges us as the years go on. Lastly I'd like to
remind you all what Dr. Douglas told the Douglas County School Board and their June 22nd
2021 meeting. Here is the link if you'd like to listen for yourself :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pj65JFQk0&list=PLyjVvMhp58liz3QmZQeX7QUKKhYfNu4Rb&index=2 Dir Leung asks whether your
recommendations are requirements or just guidance at minute mark 2:31:00. Dr. Douglas'
answer was: (I used a transcriber app and took out some of the ums etc, but otherwise this is
a direct quote) "What I would expect the board to do is to consider what we suggested but it is
offered fourth as what we think are good ideas to be considered, but to be contextualized
within your situation and we should not expect a department to just lie and say fine we'll do
whatever you ask. We would expect a forum to consider what we recommend but it would not
be required and if you guys came back and said well we appreciate what you ask for what we
like to do is slightly different we think we can run our school safely and effectively by doing it
we're willing to listen to that kind of things because again it is trying to give you our best
thinking realizing that your board and your administrators and teachers understand the context
better then we do." So I am asking you to do what you said and allow Superintendent Wise and
the DCSD BOE to do what's best for our students. Thanks, Christa Gilstrap

8/13/2021 3:20 PM

5593

I am a physician taking care of frail seniors. Masking in school not only protects children and
staff, it also protects family members and the community at large. The health of the
community is better when people are masked. Reducing morbidity and mortality should always
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be the goal of our health department, and to mask in school was effective last year in reducing
COVID, influenza, and other respiratory illnesses.
5594

Masks, especially when not worn correctly, don’t prevent the spread of viruses and kids are
not at risk of dying from Covid

8/13/2021 3:18 PM

5595

As a preschool teacher for the district, I strongly feel the kids need to see our and their
classmates facial expressions as we teach social skills and letter sounds.

8/13/2021 3:17 PM

5596

Please don't mask our children! Adults and parents can make the decision on their own if
masking is right for them. I had read multiple studies done globally and heard from multiple
doctors saying that masks don't work. I believe masks are harmful and children should not be
forced to wear filthy masks on for 8+ hours a day. Masks do more harm than good. This link
has multiple studies and a speech from a functional medicine physician who specializes in
immunology. https://hancockcountypatriots.blogspot.com/2021/08/dr-dan-stocks-presentationto-mt-vernon.html?m=1 The health of our children should be top priority. Masks don't work and
their mental health has suffered exponentially in the past 18 months. Please, don't make
masks mandatory.

8/13/2021 3:16 PM

5597

Please please mandate mask for dcsd elementary schools!! We can’t protect our unvaccinated
children without staff and other students not wearing masks! I myself have two young boys
with severe asthma and they did elearning last year, however, we know they need to be in
school this year and safely .

8/13/2021 3:16 PM

5598

Please consider requiring masks for all students, specially k-6. Older students, even if
vaccinated, can bring home covid-19 to their unvaccinated/ineligible for vaccination younger
siblings. Clearly, Douglas County won’t do the right thing unless forced to do so.

8/13/2021 3:15 PM

5599

Any mask usage or vaccinations should be a PERSONAL CHOICE!!!!!! PLEASE, do not force
our children to cover their faces anymore. All who want them have had time to get the vaccine.
These are medical decisions that should be between parents, their children and their doctors.
Furthermore IF this situation in our country was ACTUALLY about health and safety, our
southern border would have been closed all this time as well. Over 1 million people have
illegally crossed our border MANY with covid and places in hotels/ able to walk about freely,
etc.

8/13/2021 3:15 PM

5600

Please leave it in the parents hands to decide what is healthy for our own kids.

8/13/2021 3:15 PM

5601

I am completely in shock it is a poll that we are doing to make this decision. The decision has
already been made, school has started, masks are not required and should not be.
Encouraged, fine. It should be 100% up to the parent of the child. How is it fair, either way for
or not for masks, to make a call for other families and children. If people are that frightened
they should stay at home. Aside from what I have said. What about THE DATA??? The REAL
data. Should we maybe consider that instead of a poll??!!

8/13/2021 3:14 PM

5602

I am against masking our kids. Lets follow the science please.

8/13/2021 3:14 PM

5603

Absolutely no masking for children in schools-if anything it adds to other illnesses respiratory
people with asthma etc.

8/13/2021 3:13 PM

5604

Thank you, Directors. My name is Eiko Browning. I am a practicing physician and a Highlands
Ranch resident with two kids who attend Douglas County schools. • Per the CDC web page,
“Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor
masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools,
regardless of vaccination status.” My daughter is 8 years old. She is not yet eligible for
vaccination against COVID. None of the kids younger than age 12 are eligible for vaccination
against COVID. They remain completely unprotected. The best risk reduction for these at-risk
young children is universal masking. It’s a small inconvenience to wear a mask, to Qprotect
young lives. Please heed the recommendations of the CDC. Let’s keep our kids safe, so that
they may continue in-person learning. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends:
(aap.org) • “All eligible individuals should receive the COVID-19 vaccine. o It may become
necessary for schools to collect COVID-19 vaccine information of staff and students and for
schools to require COVID-19 vaccination for in-person learning. o Adequate and timely COVID19 vaccination resources for the whole school community must be available and accessible. •
All students older than 2 years and all school staff should wear face masks at school (unless
medical or developmental conditions prohibit use). o The AAP recommends universal masking
in school at this time for the following reasons: o a significant portion of the student population
is not eligible for vaccination o protection of unvaccinated students from COVID-19 and to
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reduce transmission ▪ lack of a system to monitor vaccine status among students, teachers
and staff o potential difficulty in monitoring or enforcing mask policies for those who are not
vaccinated; in the absence of schools being able to conduct this monitoring, universal masking
is the best and most effective strategy to create consisent messages, expectations,
enforcement, and compliance without the added burden of needing to monitor vaccination
status o possibility of low vaccination uptake within the surrounding school community o
continued concerns for variants that are more easily spread among children, adolescents, and
adults • An added benefit of universal masking is protection of students and staff against other
respiratory illnesses that would take time away from school. Please follow the CDC and AAP
recommendations.
5605

It is not necessary for young children to wear masks. Please let them be children

8/13/2021 3:13 PM

5606

I support mandatory masks for K-6 as those kiddos haven’t yet had the opportunity to receive
the vaccine. I support recommended masking for those grade 7-12 because there has been
ample time for all that want the vaccine to receive it. I appreciate you asking the opinions of
families in district thank you

8/13/2021 3:12 PM

5607

Please institute a mass requirement for all school age children, or at least those who are not
eligible for the vaccine yet!

8/13/2021 3:12 PM

5608

Please allow parent choice- let our kids have some normalcy. Risk to kids is low- many have
already had it

8/13/2021 3:12 PM

5609

We need this for the health of our youngest kids who do not yet have a choice to be
vaccinated and to keep them learning in-person. This is in line with ALL medical
recommendations!

8/13/2021 3:11 PM

5610

PLEASE I beg do not mandate masks. I have a 4th and 2nd grader. My second grader went
into school last year EVERY day in tears being walked in by staff. Picked her up EVERY day
in tears seeking major support from teachers and counseling. This first week has been nothing
short of incredible and restoring. My girl has joy again. Please let me choose what’s best for
my kiddos. Please don’t take that away. The risk is not there for these sweet kids. Please.
Please consider mental health. With full respect and support of those who choose to
mask….please let us keep the choice.

8/13/2021 3:10 PM

5611

Masks keep everyone safe.

8/13/2021 3:10 PM

5612

I highly support this as it agrees with medical recommendations.

8/13/2021 3:10 PM

5613

9000 unmasked people at Red Rocks concerts and an unmasked all star game and no major
outbreaks should guarantee an unmasked school year

8/13/2021 3:10 PM

5614

I implore the TCHD to follow CDC follow recommendations and mandate masks in schools.
Risking others lives over political tantrums is not a responsible and humane decision.

8/13/2021 3:10 PM

5615

I strongly disagree with masking children. I think it is wrong and incredibly harmful to their
development.

8/13/2021 3:09 PM

5616

It is absolutely unnecessary and heartbreaking to go back to masking our children!! It has
been shown over and over again that masking children isn’t accomplishing anything but
lessening education and causing mental and emotional issues. Pay attention to the science
instead of listening to a group of parents.

8/13/2021 3:08 PM

5617

I do not want my kids in masks

8/13/2021 3:08 PM

5618

Please do not mandate masks. Many kids cannot wear them bc of other conditions. Let’s
parents choose what is best for their family.

8/13/2021 3:06 PM

5619

Please do not require our students to wear masks in school. The data is clear that COVID,
including the new delta variant, rarely effects children. If children are affected, symptoms are
mild. The mental health of my children Suffered significantly last year. My current first grader
did not like school because she couldn’t see her teacher’s face to understand whether or not
she was smiling at her and liked her. Additionally, my daughter has a small lisp, and when
language development is so crucial, she is behind a year because she could not see how
sounds and phonics were demonstrated. Please leave masking up to individual families. It is
our job as parents to teach our children how to practice proper hygiene habits, and how to treat
others varying opinions.

8/13/2021 3:03 PM
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Provide written comment and/or your opinion on masking in schools
5620

Please require masks at least until all students have the option of a vaccine. My 11 year old
can’t get vaccinated yet and has multiple medical conditions putting her in the high risk
category. She still needs to be in school and masks help keep her safe until she can be
vaccinated.

8/13/2021 3:02 PM

5621

While I don't think anyone enjoys wearing a mask for long periods of time it is still a simple and
easy precautionary measure. Both of my children (11/13) are fine wearing masks throughout
the day and would much rather wear a mask than miss school. Also if everyone wears masks
it reduces the stress and potentially bullying around some kids wearing them and some not.
We accept that we are mandated to wear seat belts for our own safety. We ought to be okay
wearing masks that help protect BOTH the wearing and those around them.

8/13/2021 3:02 PM

5622

Get rid of your masks. Stop making this political and give parents a choice.

8/13/2021 3:02 PM

5623

Please don’t make our children mask while in school. It is not healthy for them both physically
and emotionally. Leave it up to the parents to decide what is best for their children.

8/13/2021 3:01 PM

5624

I think masking should be a choice. If masking is required then it needs to be in accordance
with the science - which means school must supply N95 masks to all students & school staff.
Your choices below do NOT support my option. If masking is mandatory, N95 masks must be
used. All other masks are inferior to N95 masks when protecting from Covid. I support
masking if one feels they want to wear a mask.

8/13/2021 3:01 PM

5625

I lead a team of epidemiologists (at Jefferson County Public Health) and am a mother of two
young childern that attend school full time, so I have spent a lot of time thinking about the
risks of COVID to my family and our community and the best ways to move forward as COVID
becomes an endemic disease. I would love to see a mandate about ensuring adults (18+) are
protecting the children in their care, whether they do that through masking, weekly testing or
showing proof of vaccination. I also appreciate that universal masking may be easier to
enforce than a testing and/or vaccination and/or masking approach.

8/13/2021 3:00 PM

5626

I do not support masks, if you mandate this both of my kids will be pulled from the DCSD
district! I have two children with lung issues/damage from RSV both have been told by their Dr.
that it is not good for them to wear a mask.

8/13/2021 2:59 PM

5627

We as families should have a choice! If you want to put your kids is masks then by all means
do it. Do not force this upon those who don’t feel this is healthy! Pro choice

8/13/2021 2:59 PM

5628

I have 5 children in Douglas County and the toll masks have had on their mental and social
health is unacceptable. Colorado Children’s Hospital just released a State of Emergency for
youth mental health in Co. Our kids mental health is not worth the minimal protection masks
would give.

8/13/2021 2:57 PM

5629

Please allow our students to have the choice of wearing a mask during indoor activities.

8/13/2021 2:55 PM

5630

absolutely no reason to mask. the tricounty own data shows there is no reason for any type of
mask.

8/13/2021 2:53 PM

5631

This is crap political stunt with no science disproven over and over again

8/13/2021 2:53 PM

5632

Hello, I’m writing this email as a concerned parent and also as a healthcare worker, who wore a
medical mask every day to work but still got CoVid from a patient. So I decided to do a little
research and what I found hidden, in fact buried in the science was that Covid particles are
way too small and medical and nonmedical masks strands are way too big to prevent the
transmission of Covid. So why do we keep pushing mask usage? The science also shows that
vaccinated people have a little risk for massive infection or even hospitalization. So why the
hysteria from the vaccinated population regarding masks? It doesn’t make sense, yet the
majority of us who would like the medical freedom of choice, feel as if you are only listening to
them. With Douglas County being the suicide attempt capital of our entire country and the
suicide rate steadily increasing, we would like to see your focus shift from the fear mongering
of the pandemic to the mental health of our children and what is right for them! I assure you if
you decide to make our children mask up again, you will have a LARGE majority of parents
fight you tooth and nail. We will make our presence known. I know you’ve been inundated with
a lot of parents telling you that our kids should be in masks and I’m telling you that they are
the minority not the majority. So please listen to the parents who are telling you that masking
up our kids will have a tremendous effect on their mental well-being. Sincerely, Brandi Bradley,
mother to four boys in Douglas County AND a Physical Therapist

8/13/2021 2:52 PM
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No longer have children in school, but, feel that their safely is paramount, as is that of their
instructors and staff. It is difficult for me to understand how minimizing the risk to the health of
a child is not the parental first priority.

8/13/2021 2:51 PM

5634

I am very against universal masking for my three students. We will pull them from public
school if this is implemented.

8/13/2021 2:46 PM

5635

mask for our children should not be required.

8/13/2021 2:36 PM
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